
CHRONOLOGICAL RETROSPECT, 

OR 

MEMOIRS 

or THE 

PRINCIPAL EVENTS 

or 

MAHOAIMEDAN HISTORY, 

FRO''! 

THE DEATH OF THE ARABIAN LEGISLATOR, 

TO THE ACCESSIO.N OF 

THE EMPEROR AKBAR, 

AND 

THE ESTABLISHAIENT OF THE AIOGHUL EMPIRE 


IN 



FROM ORIGIN VL PRllSI \N AUniORITJES. 


BY MAJOR DAVID PRICE, 

or THE EVST INDIV COMPANY’S SERMCE 


Pi r 

CriM.li ^lrl":, faiii'n|HC 
Porrcctu iinji-slas ml orlum 
Suits nb Ht'i>i.nv Liibtli • 

KOK lid IV. OD 


jy THREir VPJ^UMES, 


VOL II. 


LONDON : 

COT D BY T booth, DHKE STREET, PORTLrVN’D PI ACE 
LONG-MAX, HUKSl, LEES, ORAIE AXD BROWN, PATERNOSTER ROW, 
AND BLVCK, PAPvRY VXD IvlNGSBERA', EE ABEN-HALL STREET 

1812. 



IP.IhTED By HEMIY HEGHES, BRECON 



TO THE 


HONORABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS 

FOR AFFAIRS 

or THE 

UNITED COMPANY 

OF 

MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND 

TRADING 

TO TiiE 

EAST ENOIES, 

IN GRATITUDE TOR ENCOURAGEMENT 
LIBERALLY EXTENDED TO HIS DESIGN, 

THIS VOLUME 

RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 

BY 

THEIR EVER OBLIGED AND FAITHFUL SERVANT, 

THE AUTHOR, 

BRECKNOCK, 

20lh June, 1012, 




LIST OF ERRATA. 


igc 10, line 4 from llie lop, dele upon him, at the beginning of the line, 
10, in the ni.irgiii, /<)! \ H lo7, 145, andyin A. D. 755, 

37, 17 from the top, foi huincsiic, 7 cad hurricane 

113, 17 fioni the lop, foi siiicecdcd, renr/ succeeded. 

179, lower line but one, /oi his, jcai/is 

1U7, 7 from tlie bottom, foi seicd, seized- 

208, 4 from ditto, foi ordnance, tead ordinance 

210, m the first marginal reference, /or A D 1653, lenrf 1253, 

Do 111 the lower marginal rcferciice,/o? A D. 1125, 7e«<7 1255. 

224, 3 from the top, dele7« after expedient, 

349, 10 from the toj), for tins, read thus. 

357, 3 from the toj),/oj noble, ; earf noblest, 

800, 10 from ditto,/oj jiros, at the end of the line, » eai? pro, 

384, 4 from the bottom, yoi Tfirkan, read Tiiran Shah. 

418, 17 from the top, foi he, lead the 

459, 17 from the bottom, /or possible, 7ead possibly. 

475, 14 from the bottom,/or firmanent, read firmament. 

510, 14 from the bottom,/or merchanics, reorf mechanics. 

52‘2, 10 from the bottom,/or deemed, read doomed. 

538, G from the bottom, /or to, read. of 

A58, in the 2nd line of the margin, /or 07, 7ead 61, 

506, 18 from the bottom, /oi on, lead or. 

567, 3 from the bottom, dele under, 

568, 16 from the top, /or superintend, read supenntending. 

571, 12 from the top, prefix of. 

C51, in the bottom line, /or flowet, read flower, 

708, 7 from the top, /or tlian, read to, 
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tT.r pi.i ofM ilionininl the ''till iii of Kii 'u 7111. I'roin wlm li lie isulir^rfl In .i s(\crp 
winter, .imi lilt '•iilwi tun iit li'i-'iililn with I Ii'^ di .itli, .iiid .1 'KcU Ii ofliis 

(Innitti. I I /,iii< I. \\\^ til of til' lioti-i ol \ld).i- Ills 111 iip\o!t’iit (It ■. ,iiid 
]irrin itiin tltwtli I 1 Ahi-li! or r, \\\\ Itli of the hoi|s<> of Mih.is Dt .illi of Jt ii»iili/ 
lo iiiwoh lit co'trmnriit ol ^ll|sI^lIls,«r Ui, sinns^ n".*mst the Moghuls Colhite of 
Mosi.iiibii di It U ’"lul.id, t n I ti d li\ him His di ilh ‘'hitrh o| his t h.ir.K ti r 11 
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jiikii Kh mil Khiirdi.ili juiiRt ot Miiiowiit snliiiiiis to him I’eilidioiis proi ei diiiqs of 
1 In 11 \lkem I. Iliikiiikii .ith.TiK (.s from 11 iiii.id itm \ division >>1 the Kh ilif s Iroop'? 
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(le It It lehd id Di' iiipointmi lit ol the jioitiilioiis Khi n \lkiiii.i Duration, nid final 
CNliiiction ol till pnwirol tin house of Aldus ...... •}y.j. 
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Tun Hunch rrl 1, ‘d Ti'! 1II1 In fl.r I oiti Hunch rd and Tm uzhfh nf I fir Hid/rriift 

1 111 11 11 ritivt ri 1 1 d( s to fnriiisli some ici onnf tifthe pi nu rs lolt mponrv with the Klielaii. 
flit of till Inmbi of \hli IS /.d V ( mm ill, 1 st ol tin 1 tin rili s, iiiv esfed w itli the yov ci in 
nil lit ol Khorissuin \hpin s dn .mlliorilv ol I I M iiniiii Iin ih ilh 'J’lillt lali, Ild 
ot the rue td 'I du r Midiill ili Hid of llit raet tifl.ihtr '1 .ilier, son ol Midnllnh, 

til ol Ins rue M ilumimed, \ lli ol ihe nu e ol ' 1 ' 'l.i r, kills inlo I he hands o| .ikiih 

1 ii's OiiLiti t'flhe ''iikiiii iiili or 'sni itiriili s, iml ol tin ul\ .iiu oiiient fif \ iknh L.n*s 

lie oht mis the L'o.t riiiiu 111 ol u 't inn ''iihdiu s Mioiassinn Hulls iiiisiu tessfnl 

in .111 eviii ilition into I ehrnt uii Dt 't itt d hv L I Moiilh k the hrolln 1 id the r< ii;ninn 

Kliilif II’s di 111! itid einru l( 1 Oniir K.iiss, Hd of llie 'siif.niritlt s Isdek.itecl 

end t I’.eii pruoiH r hv I'liiaeil (d tin 1 m t'f ''.mien lit n t onv e\id .1 )irisoiier to Hneli- 
d u! ''ktlili <d Ills ( h u u ter 'I ditrllld iml I nt of Ihe ''iil iiirides Dt hated .viul 

t k( n pri'om r h\ n iH'iir.:' at On. in of the “s 1111 iiinh or 1 itt ol bain.m, Kasser 

tin s()'i ol Alum I It f ivt ' 1 |) I’t id Iroiii tin u .snina KIi ik., h'l tin ”o\ t riiiin nl ol 'JVans- 
o\i 111 1 1 1 IS son I sill It il In ( 01m s 111 '1 nioinitli t<i rxd.li r 1, td the rate ol 's, 1111.111 

Ills Millions pi’inijilts IK V iiiied In tliedistoMiv ol the tre isiircs ol Oni.ir Liiss. 
llNdci.li ^llm^<l, llil td I'n i.u t ol '' iiiian \s-rsiiiitid h\ his slaves Nasser, 
Jlld ol tile I ite ol ‘s nil 111 1 ' .•iiuitt t s^fidK att.n Ketl In hn niit le l'\j)els the usurper 

1 .u ik fiom the It riitorv td Hi V lie deitli Nonli, l\ l!i td the i.itc of “s nii in He- 
volt o' vhii \il\, who t\pt Is him tor itimelioiii Hokh in Ilii'ietontilcdtoliisad- 
V 1 1 s.irv , I ml 1^1 V es 1 11m tin "o\ 1 1 iiiiu at ol Ivlior iss uin Aim A llv lin illv Hit s to RokI.cn- 
ml-tloiilah the Divltmde Death of \imir Nouli vlidulnn Itk, \ ili td the rate of 

bani.in '’tlmisur, A Itli ol tin r.ue ol bnnan Mpiillekrni revolts from Ins antlioiit}, 
ami secures kilieeiitin Distmmiished tliir.ietor td Kholl the son ot \hnictl, jirince of 
Stiostain Trt.ilv Indwttn \iiieir iMiiiisiir and lltiklven ml tioni ili the Deylcnnte. 
Death of Mimsui Noiili llie Iltl, and \ lltli ol the rate of S.lniaii Dtntli ol Aljnit- 
lektin, or Alepteirgni, and attessnm of Stl)eklei;i;in to the uovermuciit ot Glieznein 
Di-toideiits 111 Klior.issaiin Hoelii 1 Khaim, iimnaith ol 'J'arkestaiin, assot lales with 
the iiialcontenls for the inv isioii of Transoviaiia He lakes ptnsessioii of Bokhara Is 
smiilenlv laktii ill Rtliiriis lowaids Ins own doininioiis, and dies tm the march Amcir 
Nonh r< iiiriis to his capital, .iml is restored to power Invites Scbekle£:j,mi to assist 
him aeai'ist liis icbellioiis vassaK, who .ire consctpienllv detcated I'uitlici ])rocccdmgs 
of AhuAlIv and I tcik, 'I’lic iormcr ultnuattl^ perishes m tiic jinsons of Sehektcggin. 
Death of Amen Nonh the Iltl IMinisur the lid, and Vllllh of the race ot Sanian De- 
hated by Maliimul of GlieziKin, and delliioned by Ins own ministers AlKliiIinelck tlie 
llfl, ainr IXtIi oftlieVice of Saman Is taken prisoner In Evlek Kliaun, monarch of 
K ishcdu.r uul Turkestaim, and dicsiii captivity at Ou/kund, towaids the sources of the 
Sevhun Ismaeil, the last of the race ol Sanian, is put to ck.itli by one of the olheers of 
Mahmfid of Ghe/ii'.ia. Origin of the Devaulmah, Devlciuites, or r.ace ofiluvah TheJU 
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iiein Contests with his brother He is ultimately taken prisoner and put to death. 
Behrani Shah XVth of the Glieznevides A magnificent prince Suppresses the rebcl- 
liou under Bahleim, iii the Piinjaub He is defeated by AliA ud-dein the Gliounan, and 
dies soon afterwards Khossrou Shah XVltli of the monarchs of Gheznein, and XIVth of 
the race of Sehekteggin Removes the seat of government to Labour Vengeance ex- 
Irbited towards the inhabitants of Gheznein, by Alla-nd dcin Death of Khossrou Shah. 
Khossrou Melek XVIIth and last of (be Glieznevides, and of the race of Sehekteggin 
Is twicz; in vain besieged inLahour, by Sliabaub ud-dein the Ghounau But is ultimately 
circumvented by an artifice Submits Ins person, and transfers the power of the family 
to theGhounans O/thc Ism&eihan, or Fatimde sovereigns of Egypt First, Mahommed- 
Second, Ul Kaeim Thud, UI Munstir, Fourtb, Muezz-ud-^em 1st Modem Cairo 
founded by his general He removes to, aijd djes at that capital Fifth, Ul Azziz Sixth, 
Ul Hakein Hislivpocrisvaud rigid severitv towards the public Heiseutoffby a conspira- 
cy Sev'entli, Ul Zauhir Eiglitb, Ul Mustanser Ninth, Ul Mustaully Tenth, Ul Amy r. 
Eleventh, Ul Hafez Twelfth, Ul Zauftcr Tliirteenth, Ul F&eiz. Fourteenth aud last, Ul 
Auzzed In Ins time the Franks of Palestine invade Eavpt They are expelled by Assud ud- 
ileiu Sheirkoli, the general ofNur-ucl-dein, prince of Damascus Extinction of the Fatmiite 
Khelaufut, in bis death Onein of Hussun Sabah HisearlyengagementwitliNizam-ul- 
mfilk the great Vezzeir of the house of Seljuk. His alleged tr^chery and ingratitude 
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bnnnhofthi r lot of Si Ijok ( )f the In rin.mni.in hi.im h of tlu ninie niLC I'lrstik.iw- 
eril the '(III 111 'I'l III i;hi r I’ll " Sc ond, Snli.m sji,ih 'i hiid, 'riinm S|| ih ronrth, Iran 
Sh.ih 1 dill, Arsl.m S|| ih bitih, Moitk M dioiiiiiHd bet ( nth, 'roclirel Shah 1 i^lilli 
md l.i'l, M.ihoniini (I Sli ih Ot the Knniimor \miloIi.m IimiilIi o| the i.itcol Si'I|nk. 
kii'l, ''iiliiii. Ill till son ol kntiulniish bccoiiil, kilnip ,\r'lan 'I hiid, Snli.m 
oud 1 onrth, .''nil III .Mns!. 1011(1 the Md 1 dih, kilid p* Vi'Imlhelld Si\th, Snliniait 
tliL Md khoasron -Li"hth, k(‘^ kittns Ninth, kej kohand TnilJi, 

Kij kho'sion tin lid L c\ eiith, Sidiimm the Mid 'rttLlIlh, ko\ khosbum llic Hid. 

7 hirtcLiiIh, Mii'b.iond the Jlld lomleeiith, ke> kohand the Ifd, m ulioin thisbr.iiuli 
ol ihi fainil> (\|Mii(l imdai the potter of Oh.i/.ui khann Liior in tla piefacc ol the 
iirbl tolunie, iccldiLd - - - . . 34^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Fom ITmuhcd and Nimfi/Jijst to the Seven Bnnthed and "Ninety Jifih oj the Jhdyrah 

Oi ti-in of the Kings of Klianrc^'ni of tins period. Kfitbuclclein Mahonimcd, 1st moiidrcli of 
tliib (liiuisty, Atsei/, Ild ot tlio Khaiiiczm Slialiics Declares his indcpciKlciiec Is 
ntliickcd and CNpelIccI thcproviiKc liy siillaii Sunpir of the race of SclpiK Keto^clS 
file country ami com Indes a lieaty uiih that monarch Renewal of liostihtics, and final 
arcouiinodatioii lie extends Ins tompiests to the J'axartes Ills dcatli and reputed 
character Ayeil Arslan, llld of the Rhanrezni Sliahics Sultan Shah, IVth of the 
Klianrezm Sliaiiics TuKkesIi Kliaiin, Vlli of the same dinasly Snlijii"ates Persian 
Irak But IS defeated on the S'c\ him Hostilities uith tlic KhahfUl Nausser Revolt 
in Persian Iiak snppietsed 'Wai with the Isinauilians of Almowut Death of Tukkesh 
Khaun Sidlau Wahoniincd, Vltli of the Khantcyin shaliies lie secures Khorassaun 
against the O’ homians Hostilities with Gurkhanii the Karakhatajan Terminate nn- 
snccessfnlly foi Sultan IMalioinincd He i educes Ghevnem Diverted from an expe- 
dition towauls Baghdad by impending hostilities with Jengmiz Incidents which gave 
rise to those hostilities. Indignation of the Moghul monaich on the' murder of his sub- 
]ecLs at Otraui Sgltaii hlahoninicd proceeds towards the Se^luin Attacks the Mo"- 
huls undci Ju)y Khaun Is tcnificd and wiUidraws towaids the 0\us Is persuaded 
to letire into Pci Sian Irak Is juirsucd into Ma/andcraiin 'Fakes icfiigc on an Island 
in the Caspian wlicic he dies Sulfaii Rol ken ud-dein Sultan Glicjaufh ud-dein 
And Sultan Jullaul iid-doin Mcnalieiin, the last of the Kliaureruishaliies Adventui- 
ous cateer of JiiHaui ud-dcin Intiepid -tlcmcaiiouron his ietic.it across the Indus 'He 
returns tow aids Pcisian Jiak. Dilhcullies in Jiis way lie linaiiy obtains possession of 
A.crbaijaun Invades Iberia and captures 'Pedis IJis expeditious maich from that 
jilacc to Kcrinaun 11c is deleated Lj the Moginils Caplines El hJaut, and punishes 
the gaiiisoii for the oflciicc of their governoi He is defeated h) Ihe'ScJjuh^iin .Sultan of- 
Anatolia. And finally bj the Moghuls in Azerbaijani), Uncertain tenninalioii of his 
life Total extinction of the Khaurcznishahies, with Jullaiil-iid-deni Of the four 
brrnclies of (he Atabeks laiin., ud-ud-dcin /cngui, 1st of the At ibeks of Mossu'e and 
Syiia Second, Niu-ud deiii Malmind 'Phiicl, MelckSalah Setf iid-dein, lldofMossule 
and Diaibekir Kiilb ud-dein. Hid of the same SeH-ud-deiii llielld,l\th of Uie 
same Rz/ ml-dcin Vth of the same Aislan Shah \ llli ot tJie same, and Ezz-iid-dcin 
Mussaoud Vlltli and last of tlie Alubeks of Mossnle am) Diarbekii Of tlie Afabeks'ot 
AzerbJijann First, Ejldckcz Sec ond, Alabek Mabommed TJnid, Atabck Kiizznl Arslan 
I'ouitb, Atabek ‘VbuBukKei 1 ifth and last, Atabtk Oiubei. Of the Atabclks of Faiss. 
First Alabek Scgiicr Scf ond Alabek Zongui Tlnid Alabek 'Piikidli Fouilh Alabek 
Saud Taken [irisoner liy Malioninieci tiic Kbaurczinian But released on beconimg 
tribntaiy. Pifth Ataliek Abu Biikkcr 'Pribiitary to lJulaukii, end lliepation of Sluikh 
Sady Sixth Alabek IVIalionmicd ' Scvcnlb Atabek fliahommed Siiaii Eighlli \tabck 
Seljuk Sliah, last ot the male line oftlic Atabeks of Shiraiiz and Parss, condemned to die 
bj Older of llulauku Ninth Atabek Ae>sh, the consort of MangU Tevniur, the son of 
Hulauku Khaun Of the Ilazauraspide-, or Atabeks of Lansfaun First, ‘^biiTauhei 
Second, Atabek flazauiasp ThiitJ, Atabek TuKlab louifli, Alabek Alep Argliu 
Fifth, Alabek YussufShah Sixth, Atabek Afrasianb Seventli, Atabek yhmed Eighth, 
Atabek A ussuf Shah, the lid Ninth and last of the Hazauraspides, Alabek Afrasiab 
the lid Of the Karakhatayans in Ixeriiiacui First Boraiik Haujeb Second Sullaii 
Khaujah Hukk Third Kutb iid-deiu Maliomiiied Fouifh the pimc'ess Kutlhgli Tur. 
kan . Fifth Sultan Sojurghetmesh. sixth the princess Padshali Khautiin ^ S’eveuth 
Sultan Mahonimed Shall. LightliaiidhistotflicKarakhatayaiis of Keiinaun, Sultan Sliah- 
jahaun Origin of the rate of MhzufJur last. Amen Miizuffer the son of Muusur. 
Second Ameir iMahomuied Made governoi ofYcjcd by Abu S’ae.cl Mariies the daugh- 
tei ofSiillan Stialij..haun the Kerniauuiaii Obtains the govermiient of Kermaiin, on 
the reduction of Sfnrauz llosliliiies with Amen Abu Ishack -lynju Finally jiroduce 
the siege and reduction of Shnauz, on the j.arl ot Aiiicir Maliommccl Who fulls how- 
et ei in an attempt to capture Isfahaua. 'FJiat erty is ullmiatcly taken by his nephew'. 
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CO\Tt N V< 

S'.il) tlt-’T ^^rl,^\l■t1lr If'txnr*!' lln* f tiiff. Ai\k.i fd if oiirr^ T( I) 

ir'-. l>ul nln tlfin* jl on Jlir < ppu uli of *'nU iii An< i"- tlio I.\ Hilniiiinn Hie o\ n »oiis 
rnioji.rr '■"•’iii'l ni'f! •.firr 111' jirt'ott Ho ic Ar jitiv nl of ''uli rfjiifiil if'lfm- 

li^'ito rnnl 1' 'ni'linir'it to Krtnnnii. 'in*l «!r ith. 'I Innl, ''Inlt ''liii)n lontih, 

'1 ^rv po nl in 1 ifili tonl I oi, oj tlir nrr Mn/niiiit. ''Ii ili MmiMir, le 

J- i!Ii (1 1 1 n n illi I f\nut li\ xxJioin tlir |>(mrr of ll o f iinitv u Inn II) f \tiiii,m>linl 

()l t'lo iJirdnir I’l ' I ) ''‘iMnnu iur Jit t, Al'dilttornnl ‘'rrottl, Mnrir I'l.i'l 

Ti inl, I ^ Irn ur I ovnt!!, !\< lln \elrn(!*’nr I ifili, I iirnilnll ih Sivlli, ''Iniim ml ilnn 
All^ ‘'r\ r.,’l , Klnnc’li ^ il,< M l,»clilli. /f Iinr ml tlrin Ninlli, lii .di r K ^>'■^>ll>. 
Jtnili, \i fit Lniftd'i'.i I Irtrnili, Hn»*nu Hnn-':;In tin Ttt rliili nml hei, Klntii ill 
AIK Miirvml Oncmoftlm ‘'ult me ofHlioi.r I net, ‘etilnn Hiie*rMir J Imisfiur 
ro id, ''re 1 ml-df in MtI opinrd Piiitd, ( tlifv ->11111 ml fii ni \1 dmnnm d. roiiitli, ‘'In- 
u‘l» ml <!r.n I ifili •’t’ll I ct of tl-r THiouti n* ''iill-’ii ^I•’lllnml H nei 'fsunlnl li\ 
orilairi Klior’".'vniri' .n tile tt ’111 ot \ll\ .‘'Inli. llir I'tntl.tr fd 'I i l,Kti !i Kli’uii tin' 

K1 ’j:c“.ii3'i - - ... jj't 

CHArm\ X. 

rVf*i rerJy periCtth fe* (ht Jft c'lr! JlfUerlfit f iht Ihci^ctsh 

0.i_in of t’lr tnlione of T'riirv Of ^ ■’p'lrili md Im ptoerne Of Iiitn Of Fi Jo in 
H(<rcnd'nle of I lOr K1 ~t>'i. 'ill 'I >,*'itil. llir»ni>of \lrni li Klinin Illmlrinii^ 
cliaractf r of O, lifi* Kliain N'nr' it«mrd li\ Itmi to '••e > i j 1 <'f tin I it u or F^'iir 
Inhc* Hi' tin'll rrmnrnrrn’.e Hie oii' nnd ‘iim '"le I)r‘tiiirti('n of ll>r ^lo. 
p’uil n'tmti in tlm tiinr 'll Ar.l Klni n, lie I ut t’n o*' of ! rridniin, nm! '•oimn Kli tin, 
timniri'i of tlm 'r'l u lei pi of 1 i \ iii 'ml 'n‘ tl ii r iiliiuie to tin idlfj of 
Ir^in'Ii Komi Ofi'in <(f llir K»e nt 'ml |)it<I,m.ii ^^n!lnK '1 In ir rinp'ion 
from 1 tent li Km n l!rrf>\ir\ of tlir Hm'* of tin it I'lieiin ''tipji'to d p(,.. 
tlorrof 'Fluir let tn'intili ifnrllu' itnp’ion, ^<^ho Kl niii \!m Komi liie 
cniidihn:;! trr 'Ur nie titio' I'l'toie \mi oium t't tin \ieiuii M>>^'Iiide Hir 
eon Hu '111 jiir K nti, c<>t< i't|Hir t\ mili \l>u Hi* 'n tie di^ 1 o *1, 15>iid i <.r 

rmnqn Kli 'tin '•iioml Hontoiiii in in Ii'i in ‘1 I ml, K imIii Klniin 1 oiiilti Fi\- 
eimmir Klniin I ildi, I onui’nli Klnim I’l.plnlii dn u.i ol Im •ni K ili In iiK 11 1 - 
liaudi r. Hi I d fif *' till 'III nt III < on • ipn III ' ‘'iniIi, K InlKIimn ''i \ inili, I\ 'l> i! 'Ii 
Klniin Fi^lilli Hull nll'limd i I'lm em i n d* tolinj lm*iii' *■ \.iiliilli\ ouK 1 11 di ludi r 
jlirlli of./f let'fn lU,.lIio| I” (-'’’'I'r I'i\'i>ii\i 1 < i.mlf In in tin' i t 1\ iiuin otjni- 
pucir Hi* uc' "t li ' di nil of 111* 1 iiln r H< i* ili imlom d In In* ptiiit iji d olm i n. 
'I ikce nfiieo "itli Ouiie Kli inn, nn'ti mil oftln K< i h it, .it K it d.orimi Ht'envur* 
nml npid adunrtniciil o\i ili tin n done* ol tin i fuiitn r* f ’oiulnit itn ii to di elrov Imn 
Ilf oecjpcs to tlic lulet llalimtl ill Hi* emiii'lim; triuiiipli' o\( r ill In* .idnr'iin* 
Ho neeiiim s tlic 11 inn. <if J« iivim i/ K i in, A»ne o/" One', on ll.i * m.'.:> 't.oii ol in < ndni- 
•■laet ''mill .111 oiiiit fif tin niipmlor , , ,|ipm ,,]m ti,,||sfii Iii'..mi,-’ I ,p, ilitnui 

against Klnt^i, or iiorlin rn CInin ‘'Imrl n i ount oi iln K i Mi.it n im Ini olii.im 
jioseceeim of Till! I at inn to tin Onu* 'I In ir iiioii.iri Ii (i-ir' Innn liolri.i 1 li\ Kmi'li- 
liik till Naviiinn, In* eon III l.in Allnnt' oftliolillii wiili M dioinnii'd tlio Kltjuri?- 
inian L’nsni coeeful 'Flit Nivmnitiinlh *(!/»'* iln i ipi. il of 15 d.ieaimlniii \ii(l 
dppo'cs tin Knrikli it ts.in iiion in It Kii'Idiik t\l« n 1* Im < <>iiqnoete to K^ elieli.ir .iiul 
Kliotoii He ij at ki'ti x]M?lleil ins usuijn d donnimim l)\ tlic lioii|ie of Ji neuoi/, inulor 
lluUbali >.u)an, and cnlofTIiv Ins pnreiior'., in l>.id.iklislnmi JnigiiLia deterniiiips on 
srarsMtliMalioinnud the Kluuiczmian ''late of \si i at llm period - 137 

CriAPTER XI. 

^ir UunHicd and riftcrnlh to the Seven Ihntdicd and Smtil/i of the Ihdjtrah 

Jengnciz procoede on Im expedition Crosses the Sc\lifin Take* pnsseesnm ofllokliara 
IIh unpolished demcannron entoniig that cit\ Wliiih lie ultiiii.ileK dieiroes .Sue< 
and dutruLlnjii of Olraur b\ Ills sons bubiiiissioii of Juiid reduction ol Fonkaut 
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.nnd KliojcnJ. Gjllant refloat of Te\nifir Meick governor of tlic lattci place. Sequel 
of Ins history. Jengueiz appears before Samarkand deduction of that metropolis. 
Expedition of Hubbali and Sovve>dai Ihrouglitbe provinces of the Persian empire in pur- 
suit of Sultan Maliomnicd tlie' Khaurczmian Slaughter at Rev At Kazvein. Indiffer- 
ent parts of Azcrbaijaun and ibena Their rctuni round the Noith of the Caspian into- 
their own country Siege and rcduttiou of the capital of Kbaurezm Tearful slaughter 
of the inhabitants. Capture and dcstrucUon of Termed, Jengueiz crosses tlie Jevbun 
Destroys Balkh Besieges and captures Taiilikan and Bamian Defeats Jullaiil-ud dem 
on tlie Indus ProccedingsofTuIy Kbaun dunng Ins expedition into Kliorassaun Siege., 
capture, and borriblc massacre at Mcrti. Entire destruction of that noble city Sie^a 
and destruction of Neysliapur Siege and composition of Herat Absurd proceedings 
of Ibo inhabitants, produce a renewal of the siege Ultimate destruction of the place, 
and the liorrors with winch that event vvas attended Proceedings of Jengueiz, who rc- 
crosscs the Jcjhun, and Sevliun And ultimafeh returns to Ins capital ol Karakorum. 
War with Sheidcrku or Shcidezku, tnonari h of Taiijoiif . Dreadful battle and v ictonoiis 
progress of Jengueiz. Declining bcaltli warns him of Ins approaching dissolution He 
arranges the succession to his vast dominions Further arrangements and death of that 
great conqueror His wives and children Perfidious massacre of Shciderkou and his 
followers, in conscipicncc of liis dying instructions Ouglai Kaan, 1st of the successors 
of Jengueiz Trarsact.ons of Ins reign. Death of Tul> Khaun Restoration of Hera's 
under the instructions of Ougfai. Other instances of Ins benevolent character His 
death. Vast extent of Ins dominions Gnvug Khaun, lid of the successors of Jen- 
guciz Predominance of the Christians at Ins court Question whether tlie Prester John 
of the Kestonans is not to be sought for in tbisprmce He dies in the neighborhood of 
Samarkand Mangei Kaan, Hid ol the successors of Jengueiz, elected through the in- 
fluence of Bautii, Khaun of Krjilcli.iuk lie sends Uulaiikfi towards the Oxiis His 
expedition against the empire ofChiiia In the course of which lie dies Kublai Kaan, 

I Vth of the successors of Jengueiz Builds rhe city of Khauiiibalcgh CambaJu, or Pe- 
kin Tcvmur Kaan, Vtli ol the successors of Jengueiz His intemjierate life, and death 
Cursory cuuincralion ol these pnnees to '\daj the XlXth end last 500 

CHAPTER XII. 

Six Hundred and Ttjly sixth to the Seicn Handled and Thud of the Htdjerah. 

The history again recedes Hfilauku Khaun, first of iJie Persian monnrehs of the race of 
Jengueiz Ills cxpedilron. into Sj na. Proceedings iii that province, "and return into 
Azerbniauu 'Ibe Sultan of Levpl destroys Ins garrison at Damascus Siege and re- 
duction of Mi&fauiekeiii, and of iVIardein OfMossiile Hornble punishment of Me- 
lek Saldb the prince of Diarbekir Auimosity between Hulauku, and bis kinsman tlie 
Khaun ofKeptchauk Hostilities hetween them in Georgia. Part of the army of Hul- 
auku defeated by ins adversary. His death Sketch of his character. Alleged en- 
couragement of science Observatory at Meiaugbab constructed by bis orders. -Abaka 
Kbaun, lid ofthe Perso-Jenguizians Hostilities continued between him and the Khaun 
ofKeptcliauk lie defeats thcTcfaeghatayans in Khorassaun His troops defeated m 
S’lTia by the Sultan of Egypt His death Notice of authors who flourished dunng liis 
reign Nekfldaur, entitled Sultan Ahmed, Illd of the Perso-Jenguizians Embraces 
Slabomraedi-m Is opposed by Sbazadah Argbiin whom he defeats and takes pris- 
oner Arghun is enlarged from imprisonment by a conspiracy Sultan Ahmed aban-^ 
doned by bis followers Betrayed into the hands ofhib competitor, and finally put to 
dealh ‘vrshua Kbaun, IVtJi' of the Perso Jeugiuzians Transactions of his reign. 
Saud-ud doulah, ajew, appointed prime nimisler His successful administration Be- 
comes intoxicated with his good fortune Pul to death by a conspiracy of the Ameirs, 
during the illness of vrghun Khaun. Death of that monarch, Keykhautu, or Gun)au- 
tn Khaun, Vtb of the Perso-Jenguizians. Suppresses all opposiUon to his autlionty. 
His .nconsisteni cliaracter. Expedientof bank notes to snpplv Ins exhausted treasury. 
Produce' an insurrection atTebrciz The expedient is abandoned His adulterous 
excesses occasicn a conspracy against ins government. He is seized in bis camp and. 
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CHAP. I. 

XT may peiliaps be made a question, wlictlicr it is not a circumstance A H 132. 
Jl favorable to the jieacc, though not to the cimI liberties of mankind, 
that 111 most instances, the foundation of a new dinast}’' should be 
ordained by piOMdcnce to be laid in blood since to this it may 
be oniiig that, in geiieial, the best and wisest men shall be reconciled 
to labour on under the iiioie endurable evils and iiieonveniences of 
despotism and arbitrary power, lather than encounter the hoirors and 
atrocities of revolutionary madness. But whatever lessons we may 
derive from such an example, the elevation of the house of Abbas 
would appear to have been attended with circumstances of sangui- 
nary ferocity, and deliberate cruelty, that have been seldom surpassed 
in the records of liistor}’" ; and as it commenced m blood, so it will be 
found, in the sequel, to have terminated its career in the most dread- 
ful scenes of havoc and massacre. 

Ally, or as he is very frequehtly denominated, Abdullah, and 
surnanied Abul Abbas Seflfauh, Abtil Abbas the sanguinary, was the 
son of hlahomm'ed, the son of Ally, the son of Abdullah, the son of 
Abbas, the brother of Abutauleb, and son of Abdulmutleb. The 
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i 132 . events wliicli in our fonner volume we attempted, however inade- 
750 . quately, to trace, having seated this prince with sufficient stability at 
laussut- the head of tlie Mahommedan empire, he laboured of course with 
bbaur. suitable diligence to secure the Submission, and provide foi the tran- 
quillity of the several cities and departments of his extensive domin- 
ions. To his uncle Abdullah the conqueror of hlerwaun, he assigned 
the government of both the piovinces of Syria and Es:ypt , and to 
^another uncle, Daoud the son of Allv, that of Plejaiiz and the sacred 
cities of ]\Iekkah and i\Iedeinah. The troops destined for the siege 
of "Waussit, vhere Yezzid the son of Amru Hobairah had been lorio- 

O 

preparing for a formidable defence, were entrusted to the manao'e- 
ment of Abii JaufFei,. betwixt Aihom and his elder brother, there 
appears to have ever subsisted a confidence and cordiality, m similar 
ciicumstances, not often paralleled Abu Jauffer was accompanied 
on this service by Hussuii Kohtbah, in con]unction with vhom he 
-lAbbas proceeded in due time to the reduction of ATaussit, which had been 
ahf^f'tbe some years considered the capital of Irak, and contained within 
ise of Ab- its walls perhaps the last hopes of the house of Ommeyah "iThen 
' he had, however, by a gallant resistance, for eleven months protracted 

the fate of the place, the giandson of Hobairah received intelligence 
of the death of hlerwaun, and determined to capitulate Avith his 
besiegers On a solemn promise from Abu Jauffer, of indemnity for 
himself and bis garrison, he accoidingly put that prince m possession 
of the city, and was with other chieftains of his party, enrolled 
among the troops of the house of Abbas : but being soon afterwards 
detected by Abu Jauffer m a clandestine attempt to excite revolt 
against the reigning government, it was not difficult to obtain from 
Abul Abbas, an order to authorize his destruction , and he was 
accordingty put to death with the greater part of his principal asso- 
ciates to the number of forty persons ; of whom Abdurraihman the 
son of JBeshir, and IMueyen the son of Zaydah, were indeed the only 
individuals suffered to escape. 

. Abul Abbas had in the mean time, at an earty period of his govern- 
ment, signalized his unsparing vengeance against the vanquished 
race of Ommeyah. At Damascus rn particular, his uncle Abdullah 
proceeded by his instructions, to cut off every distinguished member 



of that now unhappy family, that he could lay his hands on ; and it 
is stated that, on one occasion, the mutilated carcases of seventy of 
these chiefs who had been beaten to death with clubs, were laid one 
upon anothei, covcied over with a slight carpeting, and thus 
constructed into a kind of platfoini, on which, with a barbarity tiuly 
savage, the governor of Damascus seated himself to partake of a 
sumptuous repast, and to celebrate the triumph of his paity. 
‘When theie V ere no further living Mctims 'to satiate the spirit of 
revenge, he proceeded to violate the reposi tones of the dead. The 
sepulchics of all the princes of the house of Omme3^ah, that of Omar 
the son of Abdulazziz alone excepted, were immediately broke open, 
and their contents burnt to ashes and scattered to the winds. The 
body of llashaum the son of Abdulmelek, which had not yet suffered 
dissolution, Avas ticatcd with particular and unavailing indignity; 
after V Inch it was burnt like those of the rest, and the ashes con- 
si2:ncd to the wunds of heaven. The same vindictive scenes wcic 
also exliibited at Mossul, wdiere an indisciiminate slaiightei of the 
fnends and adherents of jMenvaun Avas carrying on under the direc- 
tions of yahe}’’a the son of Ally , another of the lelatives of Abul 
Abbas, Avho may theiefore be considered to have established ample 
claim to the appellation of sanguinaiA' 

Neither AA as this prince disposed to forget the designs oiiginall}* 
oiitertaiiicd in favoi of the descendants of Fautima, bA" Abii Selmah 
Jellaulv, and the consequent dclaA’" to his oaaii elcA'ation, aaIiicIi 
those desifjns AAcre supposed to have produced. This personage he 
iheiefoic also determined to destroA' on the first fan occasion But 
as It AAas a measure aaIucIi miyht be attended AAith some incoiiAeni- 
ence, unless it A\ere sanctioned bv the prcA lous concurrence of Abii 
hlo^slem, the Ivhalif icsoU'cd on di‘ipatchmg hisbiother Abu JaulTer 
into Khorassaiin , at the same tunc to leccive that poAA crfiil chieftain’s 
pledge of allegiance, and to sound his inclinations on the sub)ect. 
On his ariiAal atMeiii. Abu Jaiifler expeiienccd irom Abu Mossicm 
the icception AAhieh aahs due to the repn smtative of his sovereign , 
and obtained fiom him aa ithout difiicultA the paishkesh or customai v 
presont", in te-~timonv of allegiance. .Vfter tlic intcr\al of a Icaa daAS, 
Abu J aiiller explained, at a priAale interAicAA aa iih Abii Mossicm, 
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. 133. the further objects of his mission, and obtained from him the 
^ ''^1- declaration, that both he and Abu Selmah being each of them the 

Abbas, there could be no question, that for any trans- 
gression of duty, either would be equalty liable to the punishment of 
death. Having thus successfully accomplished every necessary 
object of his visit, Abu Jauffer returned to Khfah. When, accoid- 
ing to the oriental phrase, his ariival and the execution of Abd 
Selmah, were the business of the same instant of time. Others, 
however, state that Abiil Abbas put a period to this obnoxious per- 
son’s existence, previous to the arrival of his brother. 

It is perhaps of little importance to be told, that in the regular 
order of events, tlie journej' of Abu Jauffei into Khorassaun should 
properly have preceded the siege and reduction of "Waussit But it 
is something material to observe,- that while Abu Jauffer resided at 
IMerii on this occasion, Abu IMosslem on some slight pretext or 
other, caused Suliman Kesheir, one of his oldest and most faithful 
associates, to be put to death in the very presence of his princely 
visitor , who did not fail to derive from the circumstance an impies- 
sion of resentment and displeasure, which was never obliterated. 
And it IS further said,* that when on his return to Kufah, his bro- 
ther demanded, what he had remarked in Abu Alosslem, he replied 
that he had found in him the haughtiest of tyrants , and that he had 
reason to suspect that, while Abu Alosslem lived, he must submit to 
lead but a contemptible and abject sort of existence. He cautioned 
him at the same time to lodge these hints m his own bosom, until 
he should have an opportunity of judging, from personal observation, 

~ of the character of that able and warlike chieftain 

On the death of Daoud the son of Ally, m the course of the year 
one hundred and thirty-three, the government of Hejauz was con- 
ferred by Abul Abbas on his maternal uncle Zeiaud, the son ofObai- 
dullah , and in the course of the year following, he removed 
his court from Kufah to Ambaur on the Euphiates, the ancient store 
house of the kings of Persia, and there laid the foundation of Aledei- 
nah Hashmiah, the city of the Hashemites, 

* Tankb Tebn, 
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In tlie year one hundred and thirty-five, a revolt against the A H 13(5. 

authority* of Abii hlosslem took place in the provinces beyond the ^ ^ 

Oxus, undei Zeiaud the son of Salah ; but Abfi hlosslem in person Kliolaubsut- 
’ 11 , ul-akbbaur. 

conducting an army against the insurgents, their geneial disappeaied, 

and taking refuge in the cottage of one of the native peasantry, the 
latter to ensure himself against the lesentment of the victorious 
party put his guest to deaths and conveyed his head to the con- 
queror. Soon aftei he had le-established his authority on this occa- 
sion. Abu hlosslem, duiing the year one hundred and thirty-six, 
proceeded towards Arabia, on the design of a pilgrimage to hlekkah. 

Repairing first to. the court of Abfil Abbas, he there experienced the 
most favoiable and distinguished leception, although Abu Jauffcr 
exerted all the influence in his powei to peisuade his brother to put 
him to death. But refusing to confer upon Abu Mosslem the appoint- 
ment of general of the pilgiims, on the plea of a pievious application 
from Abb Jauffer, the Khalif incurred, notwithstanding, the resent- 
ment of Abil Mosslem to a very violent degree , the latter complain- 
ing to his fi lends, that Abul Abbas and his brother, generally 
residing on the spot, or near it, were never without a convenient 
opportunity of performing their devotions m the sanctuaiy of the 
Kaaubah , and that it would have become them, for this year at 
least, to assign to him the chaige foi which he had solicited This 
produced, houevei, no alteration in the arrangement, and both Abu 
Jaufler and Abii Mosslem departed for jNlekkah AMth impressions 
mutually unfavorable towaids one another But as Abu hlosslem 
had proA'idcd tuo bundled camels for the conveyance of his kitchen 
equipage alone, and he took caie to piecede his iival a da^^s journey 
during the u hole of the march, most of the convoy of pilgiims availed 
themselves twice a dav of a plentiful repast, to which thej'- Avere pub- 
licly invited bv the officers of that general By a similar course ot os- 
tentatious libci ality at the close of the Ausitation, in clothing great num- 
bers of the pilgiimsirom distant quarters, and the whole ofthoseemploj^ed 

ill the ministry ot the sacred places, and by other proofs of munifi- 
cence bcAond all ordinarv precedent, Abi'i Mosslem acquired on tins 
occasion the title of Auieir m fact, aaIiiIc they bestOAved on Abu 
Jaufler that only of Amcir in name. 



6 


H 13G. However, while his brother was engaged m the pilgi image to Mek- 
A D 754. ^]jjg occasion, the Khalif'Abul Abbas- sickened and died. • 

<-i]oIaussut- j-jjg death - appears to have been hastened by the following veiy 
Ukhbaiu. circumstance, which otherwise than as a record of God's dis- 

pleasure against the indulgence of personal vanity, would be scarcely 
worth the relation. He was, it seems, reckoned the handsomest man 
of the age in which he lived and one day contemplating the graces 
of his peison as he stood before a minor in one of liis apartments, he 
could not foibeai exclaiming, that he was indeed, as Sub man tlie son 
of Abdulm^lck had once pronounced him, the vei}" pimce or paiagon 
of youth and beauty , and as he concluded a'i ith a fervent eja- 
culation, that heaven might give him health and length of daj^s m 
the enjoyment of all his singular advantages, he had scarcely closed 
the sentence, when he overheaid one of his domestics observe to 
another, “ there lemains betuixt thee and me onlj^ the peiiod of two 
“ months and five days ” These words Averc immediately applied by 
the Khaliftohis oun destiny, and he expressed his humble resigna- 
tion to God’s providence. In a few days afteruaids he sickened of 
a fever, which bieaking out m a pestilential or putrid eruption oA^er 
his whole body, caned him off, at the age of foity-two, on the thii- 
teenth of the month of Zilhudjc A pieciscly sixty-five days fiom the 
period at AAdiich he had noted the obsciA’^ation of the slaie. 

Calculating from the peiiod of his nomination and election by the 
inhabitants of Kfifah, this pimce may be stated to haA^e filled the 
throne of the Khalifs foi foui years, seven months, and elcA^en or 
twelve days but from the death of jNIerAvaun his reign Avould appear 
to occupy an exact peiiod of foui years IIis character, if we aie to 
credit the repiesentation of some historians,'!' AA’^as that of a libeial, 
benevolent, and able prince, although the dreadful effusion of blood, 
Avhich preceded his accession to the sovereign dignity, hath acquired 
for him the odious appellation of Seffauh. In the eaily pait of his 
reign the functions of the vizzauiut, or ministry of state, Aveie dis- 
charged by Abu Selraah Jellaul , but when this person was jmt to 
death,'the office Avas consigned to Yaheya the son ofKhaled, of the 

* 8tli of June, 754 
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cusv was no sooner appiized of the death of Abul Abbas/than he, 
proceeded to assemble the inhabitants of that city and terntory , and 
to them declared, that at the period when Abul Abbas proposed to 
send an arm}’’ in puisuit of Merwaun, he publicl}^ announced that 
y hoever of the descendants of Abbas would undertake to conduct 
the enterprize, to the final destruction of the fugitive monarch, should 
be considered after himself, the next m succession to the empire ; 
that he was the peison by whom such enterprize was undertaken 
and achieved to its consummation, was a ciicumstance too fresh in 
their lecollcction to requiie on Ins part any further argument to de- 
monstrate ; but at all events, nhen coupled with the previous 
formal declaration of the deceased prince, that it was sufficient to au- 
thorize the assertion which he now made, and was determined to main- 
tain, that the Khelaufut was in justice devolved to himself. The 
Syrian nobles, and such of the troops of Khoiassaun as were present 
at Damascus at this period, did not hesitate on hearing such a de- 
claration to pledge their allegiance to Abdullah , who was enabled 
soon afterwards, at the head of a powerful army, to proceed to Harran 
in upper Mesopotamia, the governor of which, he prevailed upon to 
enter into a treaty At that place, however, he put no less than 
seventeen thousand of the natives of Khorassaun to death, from an 
apprehension, that, on the first oppoitunity they would not fail to 
go over to Abu Mosslem. From H.^ran he hastened shortty after- 
waids toNissebein, in the neighboui hood of n Inch, m a camp which 
he immediately surrounded with intrenchments, he determined to 
abide the decision of his claims with the troops of U1 hlunshr, bj^' 
this time in motion fiom all quarters to oppose him. 

In eflPect, Abu jNIosslem, though already doomed to perish the 
moment his services were no longer considered necessary, had been 
dispatched by U1 Munsur, at the head of a numerous force, to giva 
battle to his uncle. Appearing accordingly in due time befoie the 
intrenchments of Abdullah, and after experiencing a resistance of 
five months, the fortune of that invincible general was once more 
triumphant. Towards the end of the last month of Jummaudj^ of the 
year one hundred and thirty-seven,* he succeeded m forcing these 

* December, A. D. 754. 
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intrencliments ; altliougli Abdullah contrived to make his escape to 
Bassorah, at this period under the government of his brother Suliman. 
Here he continued for some tune m concealment , but the rays of U1 
hlunsur’s intelligence penetrating to his retreat, he was ultimately sent 
for by that prince, and confined to a building, the foundations of which 
had been laid m salt At the expiration of a few days the Khalif 
caused the site of the building to be inundated in the course of the 
night, and the foundations giving way on the dissolution of the salt, 
the walls suddenly fell in, and the unfortunate Abdullah was thus 
buried m the rums. 

As soon as he was apprized of Abu hlosslem’s victory, an agent 
had been employed by U1 iMunsur to take charge of the booty which 
had been thus acquired by the success of his general, a circumstance 
which, though conformable to the usage of the most flourishing 
periods of the Khelaufut, gave to that general the highest oflTence ; 
and he did not scruple to declare ver}’^ publicly, and with the strongest 
expressions of indignation, that aftei having had the blood of so many 
thousands so long at his disposal, he was at a loss to conceive what 
could have happened to render his integrity suspected, where their 
mere propert}”- was concerned. This, in addition to former arguments 
of displeasure, contributed to hasten the crisis of those jealousies 
nlnch had for some tune subsisted between this haughty and poiver- 
fiil chieftain, and his soveieign , who is also affirmed to have been lono- 
on the watch for an opportunity to destroy the acknowledged 
instrument of his elevation However that maj’' be, the iiritations 
which continually arose, on the subject of the booty at Nissebem, at 
length determined Abu Mosslem, mth intentions which could not 
well be misunderstood, and without the Khahrs permission, to with- 
draw into Khorassaun The departure of his general seems to 
have awakened at the same time, in U1 hlunsur some very alarming 
apprehensions andhe immediatel}' sent letters to him, to announce that 
he hadconferied upon him the government of Syria and Egj'^pt, and to 
urge him to proceed without delay, to take possession of those im- 
portant provinces. To such letters, however, he paid but little 
attention, continuing hiS' journey without halting until he came to 
the city of Rdi . where he was overtaken by Abu Ham'eid Merurou- 
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H. 137. dy, dispatched afresh by U1 Munsur, by every possible intreaty to 
D. 7oo return. 
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These would however probably have produced but little impression 
upon him, were it not for some other important considerations obtiuded 
upon him at the same time. For at such a crisis, gamed over by the 
promises or threats ofUl Munsur, Abu Daoud, whom he had so recently 
left in charge of Khorassaun, also wrote to him to suggestthe expedi- 
ency of submitting to the Khahrs authoiity, in terms which cleaily 
indicated, that, if he persisted in his present design, he should oppose 
his entrance into that province with all his fbice : so- that embarrassed 
on every side, Abu Mosslem was at last constiained to leconcile himself 
to the alternative of repairing to the presence ofUl Munsur, lather than 
confide to the dubious purposes of an ungrateful dependant. But 
befoie he took his final resolution on this subject, AbCi Isshack the 
Merftzite, one of his friends, Avas dispatched to the court of U1 Mun- 
sur, to discover as far as possible, how that prince was disposed to 
treat him. The messenger returned in a short time, and assured 
him that he could not perceive m the Khalif’s demeanor, any 
circumstance that did not bespeak the kindest and most favoiable 
disposition toAvards him. On Avhich, in spite of the pressing and 
urgent solicitations of many of liis more discerning friends to the. 
contrary, lie took his final departuie for Rhmiah of jMedayein, 
at this period the residence of Ul Munsur. 

On his arrival in the neighbourhood ofRflmiah, a numerous assem- 
blage, consisting of CA'ery distinguished indnudual of the race of 
Ilashcm, that could be collected on the spot, hastened by the diioc- 
tions of Ul i\Iunsur to do honor to Abu Mosslem, and by these he 
AAas conducted AAith cx.traoidinary pomp and ceremony to the 
presence of that monarch, by aa horn he Avas embraced Avitli cvciy 


appeal ance of cordiality, and Ainth CA'cry expression of favor and 


benignity. Four dajs, hoAACA'cr, subsequent to this apparently coi- 
dial reception, aa hen Abu Mosslem repaired on his customary visit 
to the palace, the Khalif, rather uncxpcctcdiv, began to recount the 
instance'; ofofiencc, aaIucIi on dificrcnt occasions he had cxpericncctl 
from the man. a\ ho had A'lndicated,^ aaUIi such signal success, the 


■•Salrcb-ul Dais-at, the title usualN bcstov.cd lij'on linn. 



precarious claims of tlie house of Abbas. Tiiv^ery apology, Gxery 
firo-ument, which Abh ;^Iosslcm made use of, either to justify or 
excuse himself, seemed to aggravate rather than assuage the resent- 
ment of U1 hlunsur ; until at last, as if his indignation had carried 
him beyond all bounds, the Khalif struck his hands together, when 
at this preconcerted signal, Othman the son of Neheik and three other 
'captains, who had lain concealed for the purpose, suddenly rushed 
upon Abu hlosslem, and as he was totally unprepared for defence, 
very soon dispatched him with their scimitars. The body was then 
wrapped up in a coarse mantle, and left in the corner of the apait- 
ment, where it was exhibited by U1 Munsur to his courtiers, as they 
alternately enteied , and the greater part of whom, either from appre- 
hensions of his power, or from the austeiity of his temper, and the 
imperiousness of his manners, had long since conceived so great a 
dislike for the fallen chief, that they appeared rather disposed to 
rejoice at, than lament his premature destruction. 

This, on ATednesday the twenty-fifth of the month of Shsbaun, in 
the year one hundred and thirty seven,* was the fate of Abu jMosslem, 
tit the early age of thirt}’-seven, and when he had held the government 
of Khorassaun for a period of eight years and some months ; neither 
the magnitude of his past sei vices, nor the contemplation of future 
advantages to be derived from his acknowledged talents and valour, 
being sufficient to screen him from the jealous fears, and ultimate 
vengeance of a despotic soveieign. But it seems to be without 
<]uestion, that his power was already far too extensive foi any sub- 
ject, and that he had designs in meditation subversive to that author- 
ity, which he had so long and successfully laboured to establish. 
This last consideration alone, will form ivith man}'- a sufficient 
apology for that act of severe and anticipated vengeance under which 
he fell. Ill other respects, if, as is generally supposed, blood must have 
blood, the life of Abb hlosslem could not have been expected to have 
terminated otherwise than in a violent death Exclusive of those 

V ho perished in the field of battle, the number of whom, accordmo- 
to our author, can alone be estimated by liiiii who knows all secrets, and 

V ho IS the infallible judge of truth, not less than six hundred thousand 
persons are positively stated to have been put to death by this cele- 

• • February 12Ui, A.D. 755. 
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H. 137. brated wai’iior. His eventful story has been wrought into a very 
D 7.15 interesting romance entitled the Abu Mosslem Namah,^ well known 
olauhsut- in the east, and in which, in tlie tissue of extravagant adventure, 

II O " 

u aur. which it is fiequcntly overcharged, many surprising truths have 
doubtless been interwoven. 

There resided at this peiiod in the province of Khorassaun, a person 
of the Magian superstition, whose name was Senbtid, originally of 
Neyshapui ; and who, notwithstanding his zeal and attachment for 
the wmrship of fire, had been long enrolled among the followers of 
Abu Mosslem, of wdiose favor he appears to have enjo 3 ’'ed so great a share 
as to have rendered himself of consideiable importance among the 
natives of that province. On intelligence of the death of his patron, 
this person availed himself of the circumstance, to promote his own 
ambitious designs , and having seduced a great multitude not onl}'^ of 
his owm, but of the Maliommedan religion, to join his standard, he 
proceeded at their head to gne battle to Abu Obaidah , an, officer 
who then commanded at Rai on the paitof UI i\Iunsur, and ivhom he 
defeated, making captives of vast numbers of Mussulman families 
that fell into his hands m consequence of his vlctor}^ This success- 
ful outset gave encouragement to the idle and disaffected to join him. 
from all quarters, and his force ivas soon augmented to one hundred 
thousand men. Ul !Munsur did not hoivever delaj’’ to employ a poiver- 
ful division of his troops to suppress, the dangerous insurrection ; 
neither did the insurgent on his part seem disposed to decline the 
contest. He hastened from Rai to meet the troops of the Khelaiifut, 
and in some pait of the intervening deseit came to an action with 
them, in which he Avas, m his turn, totallj" defeated. He nevei- 
theless escaped frOm the field of battle into Tebristaun, w here he 
sought the protection of the Sepahbed, or prince of that inaccessible 
territory. Here his short lived caieer was destined to terminate.. 
The law's of hospitality Avere Avithheld from the rebel who had con- 
tended unsuccessfully against established power , he was pnt to 

* A verv fine copy of llie T^ork. iiGZc aJiiided to, iras frans/erred by tbe i^nterof those- 
pages, at Surat, about tbe year 1794, to Mr Peter Bruiw tbe then French resident, andia 
probably nou intbc National hbrary at Paris, 
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death by the Sepahbed, with all the associates of his flight, and their A. H 138, 
heads w6rG transmitted to U1 hlunsur. ^ ^ 


An incalculable booty, consisting of a great part of the treasures of Kholaussut- 
Abu hlosslem, and of otliers who had been the partners of his victor- 


ies, having, however, on the defeat of the magian, fallen into the 
hands of Jumhpur, the successful general of U1 Munsur’s troops, 
that monarch, impelled either by his necessities, or avarice, once more 
put the tranquillity of his government to hazard, by demanding that 
the captured property should be sunendered to his agents. Such a 
demand was in this instance again considered injurious and oppres- 
sive, and Jumhour immediately prepared to lesist the authority from 
whence it had proceeded. But TJl Munsur being eaily apprized of 
these hostile designs, endeavoured by the most vigorous measures to 
ciush them in then birth In the year one hundred and thirty-eight, 
hlahommed, one of the descendants of Aishauth the son of Keyss^ 
was appointed to chastize the author of this fresh rebellion, and 
accordiiigty hastened toivaids Rai. Jumhoui had however aband- 
oned that place, and fled towards Isfahaun, of which he obtained 
possession , but being thither pursued by a detachment of hlahorn- 
' med’s troops, he continued his flight, taking tlie direction of Azerbaj’’- 
jan , during which, some of his associates tired at last with these 
unprofitable and distressful peregrinations, seized the peison of tlierr 
leadei, and cut him to pieces with their swords. 

In the course of the year one hundicd and thirty-nine, Abdurraih- ^ jj- ^ 
man, one of the sons of the Khalif Hashaum effected his escape into D.7oa>' 
Mughreb, the coast ofAfiica, w^estw ard of Egypt, so called , and hav- 
ing obtained possession of several cities m that ten itorj'^, succeeded m 
creating for himself an independent sovereignty, wdiich m defiance of 
the pow'er ol the house of Abb^is, continued m his family foi nearly 
two centuries afteiw^aids. 


U1 hlunsur had now re-established his court at Medeinah Hashe- 


miah, the city founded by hisbrothei, either on the site of Anbaur, 
or immediately in the neighbourhood of that place : when, in theyeai 
one bundled and foity, he became exposed- to consideiable danger 
from the insurrection of the Roundiah, of whom, our nariatire 
luimshes us with the tolLowung brief particulai-s. 'Their founder. 
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hose name as Abdullah Rowendah, and From whom of course 
they derived the designation by which they are here distinguished, 
was, oiiginally, one of the agents employed in Khorassaun, to pro- 
mote and vindicate the oldims of the house of Abbas ; but engaging 
in some violent dispute with Abh Mosslem, he was, with the major- 
ity of his followers, put to the sword by that sanguinary chief. 
Great numbeis of the party escaping, however, to different quarters, 
and having been subsequently relieved from their apprehensions by the 
death of their most formidable adversar}^ they issued about this period 
From their hiding places, and rendered themselves singularly conspi- 
jcuous at Medeinah Ildshemiah, by an impious attempt to obtrude 
upon U1 Munsiir the assumption of divine honors. For this purpose 
-passing in pioccssion round the Khahrs palace, they audaciously pro-- 
claimed that he was “the Lord and preserver of the universe.” 
But U1 Miinsur, on information of the blasphemous proceeding, 
having seized the persons of about one hundred of the ringlead- 
■ers, and convej'ed them to prison, the remainder of these infatuated 
miscreants, became so exasperated by the measure, that they linme- 
•diately rushed into the opposite extieme ; they -announced that since 
-U1 hlunsur disdained the hohors winch they had ^offeied him, they 
would destioj^ him, and exalt for themselves another deity ^Fitli 
this impious resolution they appeared before the prison gates in 
great crouds, preceded by an empty Tabiit, or shrine, oi coflm , and 
-having enlarged their chiefs, proceeded in the same tumultuous array 
towards the palace, in order to carrj^ into execution .their future 
design against th eperson of U1 Munsfir. That prince had, however, . 
received intelligence of the danger , and throwing himself on the bach 
of a mule, hastened at the head of a very slender escort to oppose 
the insurgents. In the mean time, Miiej'-un the son of Zaydah, 
formeily noticed to have escaped from the siege ofWaussit, and 
whose courage and liberality rendered his name as proverbial with 
his contemporaries, as those of R&stum and Hautem, most unexpect- 
edl}^ assailed the fanatical multitude, and compelled them to disperse 
in eveiy direction ; and being also attacked from the other side by 
the guards of the palace, they were for the most pait finally cut to 
pieces. An exeiUon of courage so reasonable on the part of a pro- 
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•scribed individual, such as I\Ii\eyun, made tire deepest impression on A. H 140. 
the Khahfs gratitude ; and of this he gave a solid and distinguished ^ ^ 
proof in the government of Yemen, rvhich was immediately conferred Kholaussut- 
upon the object of that gratitude. 

In this place we are called upon to observe, that an attempt tO' 
detail, in a regular series, and under their respective dates, such a 
multiplicity of events, as distinguished the reign of U1 hlunsur, 
ir ould swell what was originally designed as an abridgment to the 
most tedious prolixity. The author announces therefore, his inten- 
tion to confine the narrative, in future, to such circumstances as 
may appear essentially important, or noithy of record. To this our 
readers will piobably subscribe their cheerful concurrence. But ifj 
after all. the selection should not always prove the happiest, we can 
only urge in apologj’’, modes of thinking and acting widely different 
from our orvn , and that diffusion of light, which has subsequently 
contuhuted to enlarge the conceptions of mankind, in climates more^ 
congenial to the growth of a just, though frequently fastidious criti- 
cism ; of that criticism,' which in the absence of intuitive judgment^ 
will sometimes lead us to disci iminate, and seize on such objects- 
alone as are best calculated for the instruction and example of future- 
ages 

A disposition decidedly hostile, had, it seems on many occasions, A H T45i 
betrayed U1 jMunsur into acts of severity and violence, towards the ^ 
descendants of Ally and Fautlma ; and the slightest suspicion being 
with him sufficient to justify the seizure and confinement of their 
persons, his prisons became ultimately crouded with the most distin- 
guished individuals of that ever persecuted and unfortunate faiiiify.- 
By these accumulated injuries- goaded beyond forbearance it ivas 
that. 111 the last month of Jummaudy,^ of the year one hundred and 
forty-five, blaliommed the son of Abdullah, a grandson of Imaum 
Husstiffs, and one of the most exalted m reputation among the stock 
of the Seyuds, at length displayed the standard of levolt in Hejauz r 
and having put to death all the officera of U1 Munsiir’s government, 
and made himself master of the sacied cities of Mekkah and Medei- 
nab, his authonty was immediatefy acknowledged by the faixuly of 

f September, 762.. 
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the propliet, and generally throughout the whole province. But 
Eissa the son of Mi'issa, a cousin german of U1 Munsur’s, hastening 
on intelligence of the insurrection, by oiders of that prince, at the 
head of a respectable force, towards Medeinah, a series of hostilities 
commenced under the walls of that city, between him and Ma- 
hommed the Fautimitc, and continued uith equal destiuction to 
both parties, until the fourteenth of the month of Hamza iin,^' on which 
day, having been abandoned by his followers, the leader of the insur- 
gents sought and obtained, v hat appears to have been the peculiar 
lot of his family, the croun of martyrdom. Theauthoiity of Ul 
jSIunsiir, was hence re-established without further difficulty or opposi- 
tion, But on the first day of the same month of llarazaun,-f- Ibrauhim 
the brother of IMahommed had also appeared at the head of a formid- 
able insurrection at Bassorah, %\hich for some time seemed to threaten 
the most serious consequences, Soffeyan the son of Mauweiah, who 
presided over the province on the part of Ul IMunsur, at first secured 
himself in the palace of government ; but being ultimately compelled 
to capitulate, the affairs of Ibrauhim obtained -such an ascendancy, 
that the force which assembled round his standard, soon accumulated 
to a total, vhich was little short of one hundred thousand men. 

The alarai of Ul iNIunsiir, on intelligence of this formidable revolt, 
was not diminished bv the knou ledsre that his armies were at the 
same period distributed through the different provinces of the empire, 
at no small distance from each other , and though the report of his 
brother’s fate, which reached Ibrauhim on the twenty seventh of the 
mouth, for a moment seemed to stagger the expectations of that 
insurgent, it v as nevertheless boldly resolved in a council of war, 
to advance directly towards Kufah, at this period the abode of Ul 
Munsur, Such a movement was not calculated to allay the appre- 
hensions of the latter ; but Eissa the son of Mussa, and Hameid the 
son of Kolitbah, both returning at the very crisis of his fate, with the 
tioops which had been enijaged against the insurrection in Hejauz, 
they were immediately dispatched to oppose Ibrauhim. In an action 
which shortly afterwards took place ivitli the msuigents, the troops 

f Novmber 22nd, A, D, 762, 


^ December 5tb, A. D, 702, 
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of 11 ^Innsiiv V. ore however defeated , l)ut those of Ibraiihim too A. H 145, 
fatallv intent upon plnndei and the slaughtei of the llymg enemy, ^ ^ 
ueie thcinsches unexpectedly attacked in the leai, by Jauffer, and Kliolaussut- 
hlahoinmed, both of the late ot Abbas, and in their turn tlirorvn 
into irretiic\ able confu'^ion and that pait of the army ofUl Mun- 
sur^^ Inch had appaiently fled fiom the field of battle, suddenly 
turning upon their pursueis, completed the consternation, duiing 
Inch, Ibrauhim having recen cd an ariow-shot in the throat, he 


immediately fell , and his head being as usual struck off by the 
conquerors, they rctuincd rn triumph to the presence of U1 
IMunsiir 

In the mean time the insurrection of the Roundiali had long since 
given to U1 jMiinsui an entiic aversion to continue his abode at 
jMcdcinah Hashcmiali and he had in consequence directed his 
architects, m the course ot the year one hundred and for.ty-five, to 
find out some convenient spot for the constiuction of a new city. 
On a vciv minute and careful survey, their selection ultimately fixed 
on the place now occupied by the “city of peace,” the present 
metropolis of Baghdad . a spot u Inch is at the same time observed, 
to have been covered u ith habitations,*^ at a period of very remote 
antiquity U1 Munsiii having in person approved of the situation, and 
the astrologers having chosen an auspicious period for the commence- 
ment of then labouis, the architects proceeded rvithout delay to trace 
the foundation of this celebiated capital. The attention of the 
Khahf being, howe\ er, rather seriously attracted bj’’ the hostilities 
m vliich his troops A^cre about the same time engaged uitli the 
descendants of Ally and Fautirna, the progress of the uoik was con- 
siderably retarded this year. But his mind was no sooner relieved 
by the triumphant termination of those disturbances, than he resumed 
the execution of his favorite design, and m the course of the year 
forty-six, brouglit it to a conclusion. 

The site of this renowned metropolis is perhaps already too well 
knoun to require from us a more particular specification. We shall 


^Tlie rums of the ancient Seleucia. 
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A.JT. 14G. only remark here, that although originally erected on the Mesopota- 

^ mian, or right side of the Tigris, we may in the course of the narrative 

Kholaussui- |jg sometimes led to think that the impel lal residence, with thenrinciDal 
W-akubaur. ^ ^ 

part of the population, was occasionallyshifted to different sides of the 

river, as the approach of danger or -insult from east or west might 
render such a transit expedient. Trom the report of modern travel- 
lers, we however find that, in the year 1774 at least, the citadel and 
'the far greater pait of the town, with the seat of the government, 
'Continued about four Iiiindred miles above Bassorah, on the left 
bank of the just mentioned liver, where it is fiom two hundred to 


tuo hundred and fifty yaids wide, according to the lesser or greater 
cun'ature of the budge ; and where, in the middle of the month of 
June, when it is supposed to be at the highest, it gues a depth of 
:forty-six feet, V ith a current of seven miles an hour, at the centre 
tof the bridge of boats ; and fourteen feet six inches, vith a current 
of one mile and a half an hour, from the thirtieth of September to the 
twentieth of Octobci, when the river is consideied at the lowest -f* 
With respect to the name, if that indeed were of any importance, 
itheic appears to exist some difference of opinion among etymologists ; 
accordin'? to one set of historians, there had been of old in the nei£?h- 
bouihood, a gaidcn or cultivated inclosure, called Baghdad, the 
•garden of justice ; while others, allege that Biigh, or Bagh. was the 
name of an idol worshipped by the ancient inhabitants, and that 
Bughdad therefore signifies Dcoclata,"’ tlie gift of Biigh Between 
these two opinions we are left to deteimine for ouisclves, as to that 
which accoidsthe nearest with truth and plobabllit 3 ^ 


We learn at the same time flora thenariation of another histoiian,^ 
that the materials of the ancient metropolis of iMedaj^ein, situated 
from eighteen to twenty miles loner donn the Tigris, were emploj^ed 
by U1 Munsur m the construction of his new capital, contrary to the 
advice of his minister Suliman the son of Ivhaled, of the race of 


*^Tbis must be along the sinuosities of the n\er, othennse the direct distance does not 
Bppearabove tlirce hundred geographical indes. In Dr Howells’s journal the distance 
^om Bassorah to Baghdad, along tlie Euphrates by Hella, is computed at 4G5 miles. 

•t Vide Parsons' travels, where the distance above Bassorali, from misprint probably, is 
stated at seven hundred miles. 

4 The compiler of the Tarikh guzeidah. 
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iccordcd to postciity that he had bmlt another. And that m truth 
discovciiiiGr hen too late, that he had exhausted his matenals, and 
incuircd a prodigious cxpcnce, A\ithout making any considerable 
progress tOAiards the comjiletion of his design, the Khalit came to a’ 
sudden resolution to abandon the undeitaking altogether. But the 
same minister rcpiesenting, that ha\ing once engaged in thcAAork, it 
Avould be injuiious to hi^ fame to leave it unaccomplished, since it 
Mould then be ob]ccted to him as a lepioach, that a foimer monaich 
had constiucted, AAhat he, aa ith all his boasted poAACi, M'as unable to 
demolish , he resumed the execution ot his plan. Nevertheless at the 
intreaty ot Suliman, the palace of illedayein, or at least a part of it, 

Avas left entire, to serve as a memorial to posteiity of the divine mis- 
sion of the prophet, his illustiious iclatiA’'c; the dome of it having, 
according to the belief of the iMahommedans, been cleft asunder on 
the veiy night Avhicli gave birth to that cxtiaordmary person. And 
there can be little ditliculty in pronouncing the lofty and magnificent 
ruin, still, 01 vciy icccntly, fioMiiing m solitary majesty m the neigh- 
bourhood of the Tigiis, beloAv Baghdad, and called the Tauk-e-Ivess- 
la, or arch, or portal, or perhaps hall of Noushiivauii, to be aremnant 
of the once gorgeous abode of the ancient Peisian monarchs. 

Although, from the Avoik before us, it might appeal, tliat the next 
tAvehm yeais of the reign ot Ul ^ilunsfir, passed Avith the intervention ul-aklibaur. 
of fcAv ciicumstaiices Avorthy the record of history, a leference to col- 
lateral information aaiU teach us nevertheless that this Avas a period 
by no means deficient in those matenals Avhich usnallj' engage the 
attention of the histoiian. On the eastern extiemity of the empire 
in particular, the government ot Khorrassaun Avas involved in a seiies 
of arduous hostilities, Avith the Tartars of Transoxiana, and MUtli the 
folio Avers of the impostor INIokinnia, Avho had recently disseminated ‘h‘is 
opinions with alarming success, along the fertile A'ale of Soghd. 

But as this IS a subject Avhich aviU claim some share' of consideration 
under the succeeding reign, Ave may venture to attend the author to 
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the year one hundred and fifty eight, rrhich terminated that ofUl 

Muns^l^. 

Toivards the close of that year we aie informed, on the most res- 
pectable authority, that the attention of the Khalif U1 MunsCir was 
forcibly arrested by an inscription on a wall, which, in two Arabic 
couplets, pretty clearly indicated that he was to prepare for the stroke 
of death. Under the impression of melancholy u Inch took posses- 
sion of his mind, in consequence of this mysterious warning, he deter- 
mined to avail himself of the approach of the month of Zilhudje, to 
proceed on a religious visit to Mekkah, either to dispel his apprehen- 
sions or to meet his fate. On his arrival at the well of hleymun,''^ 
one of the stations on the road to Mekkah, he ivas however seized by 
liis last illness, and there expired on the night of the sixth of 
Zilhudje, f of the year one hundred and fifty-eight, at the age of about 
sixty-thiee and calculating from the death of his brother, after he 
had possessed the thione of the Khalifs for a period of twenti^-one 
years and four months The event was concealed until the ensuing 
morning, when, as the nobles and principal membeis of the couit 
hastened, according to custom, to attend their sovereign's pleasure, 
they were called upon by Rebbeia the Hajeb, or chamberlain, to 
pledge their allegiance to Mehedy, who was already consideied as 
heir apparent to the imperial dignity to u Inch as they assented 
without difficulty, they weie then permitted to discharge the last 
solemn duties to the now lifeless remains of the departed mon- 
arch 

Of the character of U1 IMunsur, we derive from the Kholaiissut- 
ul-akhbaur but little information, further than that his original name 
A\as Abdullah, and that by his extraordinary penury and avaricious 
qualities he acquired the unpopular appellation of Dowauncky and 
Abu Uowaunek, or father half-penny , daunek being the sixth part 
ofa diihem. Whereas, when unaccompanipdnithextortion,maprincc 
\\ho holds the property of his subjects at command, a parsimonious 
di'^position is perhaps, in the catalogue of human infirmities, tliat 
•\\liich possesses the strongest claim to be transplanted among the 


Beirc-e-Mc}mun. 


•f October Gill, 775, 



21 


Aiitucs; in Ul INIun'^ur Iiom ever, from the motive of disinterested 
paternal tenderness to A\hich it is ascribed, e\cn the odious accom- 
paniment <;ccms by tiic author of the Tarikh guzeidah, to be com- 
memorated V ith a sentiment ol applause. 

Having called upon his ministers to declare -without disguise, 
"u hat it was that thev perceived to be the most defective m the 
chaiactcr and disposition of his son and successor Hchedv, he learnt 
from them, in reply, that jMchedy, vith e\er3'- other possible viitue, 
■\A as howcvei deficient in one very essential quality , that m Inch impels 
us to cultivate the lo\c and appiobation of oui fellow creatuies. 
Upon this, Ul Hunsui is said to have immediately and designedly 
abandoned those iu‘^t and liberal maxims of government liy which 
he had hithei to secured the aftections of his people, and to have had 
recourse to such mcasuics of rapacitv and exaction, as by the inva- 
sion of their property, soon rendered him as much their aversion, as 
he had formerh been their delight "WIi'MI he found, however, that 
his dissolution was approaching, he sent for Mehedy. and told him, 
that foi his sake he had so long submitted to incur the odious impu- 
tation of t\rannv, so foiciun to the natural disposition of his heart ; 
that he had deposited among the records of the treasury, correct 
vouchers of the several exactions, which m the prosecution of this 
singular plan he had been led to piactice ; and he now therefore 
solemnly charged him, hen his fathei should be no more, to make 
to the rightful and injured ov neis the most scrupulous restor- 
ation of the AAhole of theii property Thus, by exposing himself to 
the temporarv reproach and hatred of Ins subjects, aflbrdmg to his 
son an unfailing expedient to win and secure their lasting applause 
and affection And we are further infoimed, that by an implicit 
concurrence with these his father’s djing instiuctions, ISIehedy 
deservedly enjoyed the entiie accomplislnnent of this perhaps unex- 
ampled scheme of parental sohcitude. 

The last person that exercised the functions of the Vizzaurut 
under Ul iNiunsur. -nas, according to some authorities, the above- 
mentioned Rebbeia, here stated, to be the son of uness, and cele- 
brated as a second Hautem Tai, for his unbounded munificence and 
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liberality of spirit. The same distinction is, however, by others, 
assigned to a certain Abu Ayub, of whom we know nothing but 
the name. And Ave are finally told, that U1 Munsur had, by diflfer- 
erent Avives, eight sons and turn daughters ; the latter by a lady 
of the race of Ommeyah. It was during the Khelaufut of U1 
Munsur that Imaum Abu Haneifali, because he declined the office of 
Kauzy which had been proposed to him, or, as it is elsewhere im- 
probably represented, because he denied the doctrine of predestina- 
tion, Avas detained in that imprisonment, to Avhich he ultimately 
fell a victim. 



23 




CHAP. n. 


U L Mnirnv Al'.’i Ali(liilI.»hMalinninicfl.son ofl'lMun- 

‘•ur, tluwl Khalil nl the lioti^c of A hhas. repairing to Baghdad 
imnu diati'K on ihe di ilh of lus lather, a-^ there acknow lodged in llie 
latter end ol the innntli nl Zillnidje, with prompt and unanimous /cal 
In e\er\ el and de'^eriptiou of its inhahitant^ Determined to 
iiurit the attachment of Ins people, and the applause of posterity, 
this cxeclleiit ]innce bestoned his earliest (“verlions to re\i\c the 
tibsdleie and neirlccted law s of impartial justu e, and to abolish those 
corrupt and arbitrary practues, which, be generating discontent, 
n'sistanci', and re\ encre, among iheoppressod and in)urcd, have so often 
terminated in the destruction of the oppressors With these n isc 
and heiuNolcnt Mews he caused, in the \erN commencement of his 
reign, everv prisoner in his dominions to be set at libertv, excepting 
such onh as were under confinement for the guilt of blood, or for 
some infringement on the rights of indi\idual jiropcrty. 

We ha^c alreadv ad\ert<d to the imposture and insurrection of 
Mokennia, who is liere said howcier to Innc commenced Ins revolt 
in the course ofthe ^ car one hundicd and fifty-nine. The true name 
of this extraordinary impostor is represented to ha\c been TIukkeim 
the son of Aittau , but being in pcison of a diminutive stature, with 
some disgusting deforinitv of countenance, he usuallv w'oie a mask 
of gold to conceal the deformity , and became known in the world 
indiscriminately by the appellation of Bcrkia. and IMokennia, the 
man w ith the mask, though his disciples confeiied upon him the 
more honorable appellative of Haushem llaMiig probably travelled 
an India, iNIokonnia presumed to usurp to himself the character of the 

^ This title maj perhaps he propcrl} rcnclcrcill7f< PtuJucloi , In the grace of God, 
ibe Qutde, 
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siippoiting his pretensions, as far as our author is to he under- 
stood, on the doctnne, that Omnipotence haring- assumed the 
human foiin, oi become incarnate m the person of Adam, it Avasfor tins 
reason that the angels fell doAvn and noishipped the common father 
of mankind that he had since become repeatedly Ausible in tlie 
poisons of the prophets and philosopheis, and of those exalted soicr- 
eigns who had rendered themselves illustiious either by then exploits 
or tlieir viitiies, that he had recently animated the frame of tlic heioic 
and inMncible Abh Mosslem , and that at the piesent peiiod he had 
condescended to inhabit his own fiail and peiishable carcase 

hlokennia made Ins appeaiancc as a legislator fiist at jMeru , but 
finding piobably that Ins impostuie expeiienced no very favorable 
leception in that quarter, he lemoved m piocess of time into the 
teiritoiy eastwaid of the Oxus, ivheie, in an impregnable foitiess, not 
fai fiom the city of Kesli, he fixed Ins abode, and succeeded m 
engaging a multitude of inoselytcs of all descriptions , but more par- 
ticulaily among a class of people, either tlien oi subsequently, 
denominated the SetTaidjamahgan, from the white vestments in n Inch 
they affected to clothe themselves. In oidci to confiim among his 
disciples the impression of Ins supeinatuial powcis, he is said, by 
his extiaordinar}’’ skill in the magic art, to have framed a telcssem, or 
talisman, by means of which he produced either fiom, or above a cci- 
tam well or deep pit, a luminous orb’'" m resemblance like the full 
moon, and winch, foi the space of two u hole months continued every 
night to cast itslustreto the distance of five fursungs, oi Persian league^?, 
in every direction Tins was the moon of Nakhsheb sufficientlv fami- 
lial to the oriental leadei, and so fiequently apostrophized by the 
Pci Sian poets 

Fiom other nuthouties ue arc further informed, that Mokennia, 
vho pretended to divine inspiration at least, if not to a jiartieipation 
in the divine nature, was a native of Baudghciss , had been employed 
ns sccretarv to the diwaun, or council, of Abu Mosslem , and ha\ mg 
been ■\^ ouudecl m the c> e bv an ariou , was therefore constrained to 
near the golden mask or visor. iJe is acknov lerlyed to have been a 
man of extraordinary scientific acquirements , and Jiaiiiiy possibly 
made considcrabh’ progress in natural philosophy, and more particu- 

* rrodiiccd, It IS siippoicd, b\ the slaiful of .i mirror or mirrors 
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larlv in cliymi<^trv, lo have availed hini'ielf of tlicso advantages, to 
impose upon an unenlmliloned multitude. When he had possessed 
himself of Saum and Suiiid, two fortres^es in the neighbourhood of the 
cities of Kesh and NaUhsheh, his tenets dilated with ijicat rapidity 
through the surrounding territory : and if the compiler ot these pages 
has not been misinformed, lluw continued to prevail until very lately 
111 some of the countries adjoining to ihcOxvis, 

But, to resume our narrative, the Khalif Mchedy, on intclligcnec of 
this re\olt against his authoritv and religious principles, dispatched 
one of his generals. Abu Sauid the .lershite, at the head of a power- 
ful arm\ into Maw eruniicher, the countries of Transoxiana so called, 
111 order to exterminate (he clangerous innovation. JJa\ ing withdraw n 
into his principal fortress, the impostor was there besieged by the 
troops of the Khelaiifiit. In a short tunc, linding that one of his 
best captains had been assassinated in an cxtraoidinary manner, m 
his own quarters by three of Abu Sauid’s soldiers,'*' and that another 
with three thousand ot his people who guarded the c.xtenor fortifica- 
tions, had surrendered to the cnenn,f he became coininced 
that the besiegers must soon be masters of the place , and immedi- 
atelv determined to execute a design, to which his imagination had 
probably been long familiar, and by which he calculated that 
he should completely elude the scorn and icngcance of his 
adversaries In short, he adniniisteied a mortal poison to the 
w hole of those w ho remained about his person and in the inter- 
ior of tlie fort, a single female alone exccjitcd, w ho, aw are of his 
purpose, contrived to conceal herselt and escape. When he perceived 
that his people no longer exhibited any symptoms of life, he con- 
sumed their bodies to ashes , and that not a vestige might remain to 
disclose the circumstances of the honid catastiophe, he concluded 
tins tragedy by plunging into a large caldion of distilled liquid, of a 
property so exquisitely subtile, that no part of his body wms left 
unresolved, the hair of his head only excepted, wdiich floated on the 
surface of the liquid. The female wdio had escaped this scene of 
murder and self-destruction, perceiving that all avas now^ closed m 
the silence of death, ascended the ramparts of the fort, and announced 

® Tarikli Tobn t Ibidem, 

VOL II, E 


A. II. loO. 
A. D 77G 

'I'drikli 

guzciduh. 


Kiiolatissut- 
ul aldibaur. 



2G 


A. H. 150 . to the besiegers, that if they would engage to respect her person and 
^ spaie hei piopcity, she was ready to open the gates to them. Abii 
Kliolaiifabnt- Sauid vciy leadjJy acceded to terms so advantageous, and the cates 

ul-«iklibaur. . i , , o ^ & 

being accordingly thiorvn open, liis tioops entered to take possession-, 

when they leccived, to their equal horror and astonishment, from the 

solitary inhabitant of this scene of death, a faithful relation of all she 

had witnessed. It continued howevei long afterwards the belief of 

the Seffaidjamahgan, oi SelTaidpbshan, w Inch signifies the same thing, 

that Mokennia and his faithful companions were gone to heaven, 

and that he should 3mt at no distant period beiestoied to them, and 

make his re-appearance on earth. 

. ^ In the course of the year one hundied and sixty, Eissa the son of 

A H. IGO. , , 

A.D.777 Mussa the Abbaside, after long resisting tlie importunities of I\Ie- 
hedy, w^as at last prevailed upon to abdicate his claims to the suc- 


cession, to which he had been prcsumptiveh'' appointed by the dying 
instructions of U1 jMiinsur. This obstacle being removed, hlehedy 
experienced no furthci difficulty in completing his ariangement in 
favor of his son hlussa Handy, who was now accordingly declared 
hen apparent to the Khelaufut Soon afterwaids he detei mined on 


a visit of devotion to the temple of ISIekkah, and tothesepiilchre of his 
prophet at Medeinah. But as moitification or penance, neither of 
them constitute any of the requisites of the pilgiimagc, he took care 
to provide for his journe}'' acioss the and sands of Aiabia, by an 
equipment of five hundred camels, loaded with ice and snow PLs 
other preparations are probably to be calculated on a coiresponding 
scale ; and several thousand pilgiiins who would otherwise have been 
compelled to perform the journey on foot, were conveyed, and also 
subsisted at the KhaliPs expence His stay at Mekkah was fuither 
distinguished by numerous pioofs 'of libeiality, bestowed on the 
various classes engaged m the caie of the sanctuaiy of the Kaaubah, 
for the ordinary covenngof which, he caused to be substitued a magni- 
ficent canopy of gold embroidery.- ' 

The narrative is now carried foiward to the year one hundred and 
sixty-six, during ivhich Mehedy settled the succession next after 
Mussa, on his second son Haiun, whom on this occasion he digni- 
fied with the title of Raschid, the prudent, and in ratification of 
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the hide of a horse ? an accident hy which he was constrained to be 
an exile from the presence of his sovereign for some days ; long 
enough indeed to furnish the env.ous millions of a court, and parti- 
culaily tlie A'^c/izeir Ob.iidullnli, 'w ith an opjiortunity to produce a 
considerable change in liismnstei’s opinion. 

When he rocovercfl the use of his h g, ns it was subsequently related 
by his son Ally, Yakrth was s^nt for to attmd his sovereign ; and 
obeying the summons with his usual z^*al, h * oiis^rvod on entering 
the presence chamlier, that it was lurnislied and decoiated w'lth more 
than ordinary splendour , and wdiat appeared inrtiicr singular, he per- 
ceived a young ft male of e\(]uisitt‘ beauty seated in’ tlie Kiidn’s 
side. 'J'lic monaieh demanded ol liis favoiitc on his appear, ince, 
wliatkind of impression he felt fiom tlu' cont inpl iliou of tlie splen- 
did scene ; and wdion he replied, that this world could furnish 
nothing jiarallel to it, lie was perhaps agreeably snrpnzcd, when tlie 
Kh.ilif told him, that including the gorgeous furniture, migiiificent 
decorations, and that most lovely female, he waste consider the whole 
Ills own. Yakub was proceeding to express his acknowledgments, 
A\ hen the Klinlif further observed, that he had occasion for his assist- 
ance , on whudi, placing himself in a more submissive posture on his 
feet, before Mclicdy, YakTd) huml)ly disclaimed, on Ins part, any 
pretensions to require from lus sovereign an expression of his will m 
language so condescending, that he had only to issue his commands, 
and it w’ould he the glory of lus life to carry them into execution. 

“ B3^thy creator,” said Mchedy, “ wnlt thou engage to execute -vvliat 
“ I shall enjoin thee ?” Most truly,” icplicd the minister, “ place 
th}’’ hand upon my head and sw’car it,” added Alchedj’ ; ■wdiich 
being complied w’ltli, and a donative of one bundled thousand dir- 
hems bestowed bj' the Khalif, as a furtlicr incentive to stimulate Ins 
zeal, he proceeded to explain, that the piece of service for the per- 
formance of wdiich he appealed so anxious, Avas to rid linn of the 
continual agitation of mind wdiich he experienced, from his know^- 
ledge of the ambitious designs of one of the sons or descendants of 
Imaum Hussun ; w’hom he should therefore entrust to his approved 
fidelity to put to death, in such a manner as to be unknowm to all but 
himself. The Hussenite was then shewm to him in bonds, the Khalif 
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at the ‘^amc lime telling Yakftb that the prisoner 'should be conveyed 
to his house in the couisc of the cvemnir, by a confidential eunuch. 

Accordinylv, vhen the night came, the Khalil’s magnificent pre- 
sent. vitli Its accompaniments Inning already found Us way to the 
house ot Yakub, the unliappv prisoner nas also conveyed thither m 
the manner that h ul been agreed ujion. In the mean time it 
appears that the bondmaid had received the Khalifs instructions to 
natch the coiuluot of Yakvih lonards his prisoner, and to commun- 
icate to luiii what she should be aide to discover, iiy the eunucii 
nlioiii. with lierselt be bad bestowed upon tin suspected favorite. 
AVlieii the lad> bad ri'sided some da\s under the protection of Yakub? 
the latter rccencdaretiuest fioiiiluspiisoiiei that he miijlitbc admitted 
cd to an inl(r\iew beiorc be put him to death. In compliance w ith this 
request, the 1 iussciiUcw as .lecordingh nUroduced alone to the presence 
of Y'akxb ; of whom np\iealmg to the religion which he professed, he 
demanded. w hethorhe could reconcile himscll to appear m thepresence 
of his maker, covered w itli the guilt of Ills blood, w'honi he knew to be 
the lineal dcsccndaiitoftliedaugh ter ol hispiophct “God torbid’’ replied 
Yakiib, “ Iain on the conlrar\ , seeking for the means of dismissing 
“ thee from Oaghd'Kl, and setting llicc at large.” Only forbear to 
“ molest me,” said the Ilusscnite, “ and I w'ell enough know' the w'ay 
“ to get out of Baghdad ” lie then explained the method by wdiicli 
lie proposed to escape, w Inch w as by the road to Bassorah, wdnther he 
designed to fly for protection. “ Take the hundred thousand dirhems 
“A\liich I have received from iSIehcdy,” said Y^akub, “ and make 
“ the best of thy way , but hast thou no one whom thou w'ouldst 
“ desire to accompany thee ” The Ilussenite acknowdedged that 
there w'ere tw'o friends, w horn he named, wdiose attendance w'ould be 
agreeable to him. “ Send for them immediatelj',” replied Yakfib ; 
“ and leave Baghdad this very night ; the money wuth w'hich I have 
“ supplied thee, a\i11 be sufficient to bear thy expences , be however 
“ advised by me — remain not at Bassorah, but throw thyself for 
“ protection into the land of Habesh.” 

This conversation was over heard from behind the hangings of the 
apartment, by the bondmaid, W'ho communicated the whole to Mehe- 
dy w'lthout delay, by the Eunuch who had been assigned hei for this 
purpose. The folloAving morning Yakhb repaired as usual to the 
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A, H. 166 . Khalifs'presence; “What hast thou done by the Hussenite, ot 
— “ whom I gave thee charge some days since ?” said Mehedy to him as 

iarikh made his appeaiancc “ with lespcct to him at least/* 

leplied Yakub, “ I have relieved my so^erelgll fiom all anxiety , for 
he Avas put to death the self same night ” “ Js it so by thy creator^” 
observed IMehedy , “ most truly/’ leplied Yakub.” “ Thy hand,” said 
the Khalif, “and swear it “by my head.” Vakub accordingly swoie 
by the life of Mehedy, . and by liis Makei, that he had put the Hus- 
' senite to death. 


hiehedy now called to the attendants to bring in the three men 
Kliolaussut- wlio had been inteicepted the nioht before by his ordeis , and the 
u-d jam. doors of an adjoining apartment being thrown open, the Fan turn te 
and his two companions were ushered into the presence. Y^akub sunk 
to the flooi m an agony of confusion and astonishment. The Khalif 


however spoke to him no moie, but beckoning to his guards, they 
conveyed him to prison ; and as he himself lelated at a subsequent 
period, he Avas thioAvn on this occasion into a daik and nairow 
dungeon, in aaIucIi horrible situation he continued so long, that his 
visual poAA'ers at last entiiely failed him, and his body became, like 
that of the most saA'age quadiuped, oA>-er-giOAA n Avith long and 
shaggy hair. 

At the expiration of sixteen tedious yeai’s;, hoAveA'-er, Y'akiib found 
himself unexpectedly released fiom this abode of misery, and brought 
once more to the cheering light of daj'" Being led by ins conductors 
to the presence of the sovereign, he Avas directed to make his obei- 
sance, and liaving so done, they inquired if he Avas aAvare to Avhom 
his salutations Avere addressed. He replied, that he supposed them 
to be directed to Mehedy, “ Mehedy,” said thejs “ is long since 
“ taken to the mercy of his God ” “ Am I then m the presence of 

“ Haudy demanded Yakub, “ neither is Haudy among the living,” 
replied those* aaIio attended him , “ peradventure it is Har&nuirash- 
“ eid,” “even so,” said they; “ thou ait required to make knoAvn thy 
“ Avants.” “ My only wish,” replied the hoary suppliant, “ is to 
'“pass the remainder of my 'days at Mekk'ah ” “ In that thou art 

gratified,” s'aid the attendants, “ ask again.” “ Alas,” obseived 
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A. H. 160. watching for game ; when an antelope being started, his dogs were 
let loose upon it, and giving his horse the reins at the same time, he 
Tebry! purSued with his usual eagerness and spirit. The antelope took to a 
ruined building, the entrance of which was so low, that the slightest 
reflection might have convinced Mehedy, that it was impossible to 
clear it on horse back. He persisted however in the pursuit, and 
laying his breast close to the pummel of the saddle, endeavoured m 
that posture to force the entrance , and his back being thus broke by the 
violent pressure against the architrave, he fell from his horse, and 
expired on the spot. His lifeless body was immediately convej'^ed 
to the palace, amidst the loud and almost frantic lamentations of his 
family and domestics, by whom, for his mild and amiable qualities, 
he appears to have been deservedly adored. One of his dearest 
fiiends however, in lamenting the untimely fate of Mehedy, is made 
to acknowledge on the occasion, that he had long foreseen that, one 
time or other, this inordinate passion for the chace would terminate 
in his destruction ; for in studying the lecords of ancient history, it 
could not escape him that such princes as had resigned themselves 
without reserve to the impulse of any violent propensity, had, with 
few exceptions, ultimately perished in the indulgence. 

On the other hand, we aie instructed to believe that the death of 
Mehedy was produced in the following m:annei. Among the women 
of his Harara, there were two for ivhom he appears to have enter- 
tained a pretty equal degree of aflcction ; but as one of them seems 
to have possessed an advantage in his'esteem, he had assigned to 
her a superiority m the Zennaunah. The other ivhose name was 
Hassanah, conceiving from this preference a violent jealousy against 
the favored lady, deteimined to destroy her, and inorder toaccomphsh 
- her diabolical purpose, she prepared a dish of confectionary, or mar- 
malade, into which it was not difficult to introduce soute poisonous 
ingredients, wdiich she sent, by one of her attendants, as a present 
to the person whom she supposed to be the only obstacle to hei undi- 
vided controul over the affections of her lord. Unfortunately as the 
maid w^as proceeding on her errand, a little before sun set, she hap- 
pened to pass under one of the balconies of the palace, from which 
Mehedy w^as at the moment looking down , and the confectionary, 
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'N'vlilch Mas uncovered, alli acting his attention, he became desirous 
of tasting, and called to the gill to bring it up to him. Having 
learnt tioin vhoin, and to -whom she -was com eying her charge, he 
told her to lay the dish dov n betoie him , “ tor llassanah will, I am 
sure,” ^aid he, “be lai better pleased that 1 should partake of her 
present than any one else ” And having accordingly indulged 
iMthout sciuplc or suspicion in the ticacherous repast, the beneio- 
lent jMehedy, betoie the sun had veil disappeared below the hori/on, 
^^as a corpse. The fatal present is honevor, at the same time, other- 
■\i ise dcsciibcd, to have consisted of pears, the best and largest of 
which liaMiig contiued to impregnate with poison, Hassanah placed 
nppcimost in the dish, and n Inch being selected by jMehedy, pio- 
duced his almost ininicdiate death. 

But whatever miu;ht have been the occasion of it, the death 
of Mehedy is "cnerallv allon ed to have taken place either on 
Thursday the sixth of Zilhudje, of the year one hundred and 
sixt\ -eight, or early in the month of ]MohurrenT|* of the year 
folloniug, at the acje of foity-threc, and after a prospeious reign of 
nine rears and ei 2 :ht or nine months He was buried under a 
favorite poplar in the gaideiis of his hunting seat in Bauspendaun, 
above described, the last solemn rites being performed, in the absence 
of iSKissa, bv his second son Hariinraschid 

In his person JMehedy is described to have been of a sallow com- 
plexion, in stature tall, and of the happiest piopoitions. He was 
liowever red haired, and had a n lute spot or blemish in his right eye. 
In many of the qualities of liis mind, he far surpassed the nhole suc- 
cession of the race of Abbas In justice, clemencjq and liberality, 
he vas not excelled by anj of them As a proof of the latter quality, 
if indeed it vas not prolusion, might be instanced his speedy 
cuculatinn of his fathei’s accumulated treasures, amounting to the 
almost incredible sum of six hundred millions ot dirhems, J and four- 
teen millions of dinaurs § Neither was he bj"^ anj’- exceeded in true 
pietv, in purity of life and manners, and in humanity aud mildness of 
disposition, though inflexible in severity against heresy or innovation, 
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ivhcrever it raised its head. The memory of this prince is in truth 
held to our contemplation, arrayed m so many attractions, that 
we are iircsistibly led to dwell something longer upon the subject, 
than may perhaps be thought strictly necessary. 

His zeal to redress the wrongs of the injured, and in general to 
investigate the complaints of his people, was so active and sincere, 
that he uniformly picsidcd in person in the hall of justice, a custom 
which had probably been for some time discontinued ; and it was 
his particular chaigc, that his picscnce should, on those occasions, 
be open AMthout exception, to ei'ciy professor of law and theologj’” 
not only that they might assist his memory, and rectify his mistakes, 
but that he might be restrained, by a sense of shame and propriety, 
from the guilt of an unjust decision. 

As a proof perhaps that this, his love ofjustice. Avas not less ardent 
Avhen his private interests Avere affected, than in matters Avheie he 
was entirely indifTcrent, aa'c are informed, that a person having one 
day brought before him a complaint against one of his OAvn agents, 
for unjustly dispossessing him of an estate , the Khalif aflinned that 
the estate in tru th belonged to himself and had been long in his possession ; 
nevertheless that the complainant, hoAvever he denied his right, Avas 
bound to produce every proof that Avas attainable, to establish the 
grounds of his claim. The man requested that the Khalif AAould be 
responsible in his OAvn person, in order that if he established his 
claim, he might appeal directly to his own justice. “ Let Kauzy 
“Abdullah the son of Ullayah,” said the man, decide between us ” 
“ I agree to abide by his decision,^' replied the Khalif, and immediately 
descending from the tribunal, he seated himself on one of the benches 
with the plaintiff by his side, calling upon the Kauzy to judge 
impartially betAA^een them. The Kauzy demanded of the complain- 
ant accordingly what he could allege in support of his claim. The 
man rested his cause on the simple and positive assertion of his right 
to the property. Mehedy Avas then desired to state Avhat he had to 
offer on his part, and contented himself Avith repeating his former 
declaration, that the estate AAms his by right, and by possession , and 
that he was an entire stranger to the grounds of the man’s pretensions. 
The plaintiff noAv lequested that the Khalif might be asked to 
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declare, how long he had been m possession of the estate, and whe- 
ther before or subsequent to his accession to the Khelaufut ? 
“ That,” said the Kauzy, “is not at all incumbent on him to answer: 

he denies thy claim, aiidMith thee it entirely rests to establish 
“ it by the proof. If thou hast any, let it be pioduced ; otherwise 
“ thou art the best ludge in thine own concern, and aware of what 
“ must follon ” Relinquishing the contest, the man now quitted the 
bench on which he had been sitting, and retired among the by- 
standers. But Mehedy, communicating without delay with the 
Kauzy, acknowledged that the estate had indeed come into his pos- 
session, since his accession to the throne, (and peradventnre by means 
which he was not prepared to justify ) At all events the Kauzy was 
now desired to attest that he resigned it to the claimant , and 
accordingly a deed as drawn up, and executed on the spot, confirm- 
ing the transfer in all the requisite forms , the Kauzy further 
pronouncing that one such act of voluntarj’^ justice, was of more value 
in the sight of Omnipotence than the distribution of a million of 
dirhems to the poor. 

Another instance, winch, though in itself not particulaily striking, 
yet, as it serves to illustrate the characterof aprecedingmonarch, whose 
virtues under a nobler dispensation, would probably have enrolled 
him among the most distinguished benefactors of mankind, we can- 
not prevail upon ourselves to omit A descendant of the uell- 
knou n Zobaii, complained to]Mehedy,that an estate in Syria, u Inch he 
described, had been usuiped from liis family by Walid the son of 
Abduhnelek, with circumstances of arbitrary cruelty, ivlncli had 
deeply aggravated the injustice; and that although he had subse- 
quently laid Ins complaint before every succeeding Khalif, he had 
ne\er been able to procure eithei reply or lediess. hlehedy 
demanded uhy he had not preferred his complaint to Omar the son 
of Abdulazziz, that virtuous exception to the tyrants of the race of 
Ommevah. The man alleged that he had done so, but that his 
apphcition had been just as unavailing as in other quarters. 
“ Surelv,” said ISIehedy, “ Omar uas Imaum among the Bennr 
Ommevah ” “ Sovereign of the tine believers,” observed the sup- 

pliant, “ the son of Abdulazziz did many things which he ought not 
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“ to have done ” “ Produce me a single instance,” replied Mehed}^ 

“ on the biith of every infant to the race of Ommeyah,” observed this 
man, “ an assignment was immediately made for its subsistance on 
“ the public treasuiy of, from three to five hundred dirhems ; Avhereas 
“ in the same circumstances, the allowance to the illustrious race of 
“ Hhshem never exceeded sixty dirhems this is a sulficient proof 
“ of his unjustifiable partiality, towards those of his own blood. Inde- 
“ pendently of which, it is equally notorious that he never cancelled 
“any of the ordinances or decisions of the monarchs of the house 
“ of Ommeyah, however unjust in their operation.” “ Is this true 
demanded Mehedy, addressing himself to his minister Obaidullah ; 
“with respect to Omar it is perfectly so” replied the minister ; 
“ the partiality of Omar for the iniquitous race of Ommeyah was 
“ never questioned.” “ Let the estate be restored to this man,” said 
Mehedy , at the same time expiessing his regret, that after having so 
long looked to the virtuous Omar, although of a race whom he 
detested, as a bright example of integrity and justice, the knowledge 
of such a circumstance should have dispelled the flattering illusion. 

Of Ins singular clemenoy and placability of temper, we are at the 
same time lequired to receive the following as an example. One of 
Ins principal commanders, who had been more than once pardoned for 
his misconduct, was again found guilty of some aggravated ciime, 
and biought to receive the judgment of Ins sovereign. Mehedy 
demanded if he was lost to every sense of shame , and how long he 
proposed to persist in Ins piofligate practices. The reply was per- 
haps more remarkable than the question. “ If I am not-.ashamed of 
“ my offences,” said the delinquent, “ neither let my sovereign be 
“ ashamed of his clemency ; and may heaven bestow upon him a 
hundred years of life, that while a hundred such as I am commit a 
“ hundred ciimes a day, an oppoitunity may never be wanting for the 
“ exercise of that glorious attribute.^’ It is peihaps needless to add, 
that either through compassion, oi admiiation at the readiness and 
singularity of the reply, Mehedy again forgave him. Of his liberality, 
which was perhaps not very lemotely akin to profusion, something 
has been already spoken. Our author proceeds to add, that until 
Mehedy set the examplv, it was never said that a lewaid of fifty 
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tlioiis.nid dirhems had been in any instance bestowed upon poetical A 
merit. IIi'^ munificence towards an Arabian poet, of the name of 
I^Iernaun the son of llcf^ali, extended liowc\cr on one occasion to 
seven h thousand diihcins In his celebrated visit to IMekkah, to 
n Inch n c have also fonncily ad\ erted, his liberality n as so unbounded 
that no sovereign in the annals of Isslain has in that respect been 
ever placed in competition n itli him , since, exclusive of one hun- 
dred and filty thousand paj.\inahs, or pantaloons, nhicli he distri • 
buted to the pool, he ga\c in charitable distributions on that single 
occasion, no less a sum than thiity millions of dirhems f 
In his pietv, the amiable iMchcdy is described to have been no less 
exeinplary than in his oilier virtues, n ith this fuither advantage, that 
in him It was not a mere ostentatious punctuality in the performance 
of the duties oi his rclirrion, but the source of sincere and active bene- 
volence Of this n e are also furnished with one or two instances, 
sufficiently striking to incut our attention for a moment On one 
occasion, during the seventy ol a hurricsne, he nas heard while pros- 
tiate on the floor, to supplicate his creatoi in the following impres- 
sive language “ Lord God ’ in the government of this thy prophet’s 
“ people uhom thou hast committed to my charge, I have doubtless 
“been guiltv of manifold tiansgressions , yet I implore thee, let not 
“ that people be lesponsible for any guilt of mine, but by the never 
“ fading remembrance of Mahommed’s Mrtues, do thou listen to their 
“ pravers ” In these supplications he continued until the storm 
subsided 

On the authoiity of Rebbeia, who had once held the office of cham- 
berlain:j: of the household to this prince, Aveare fuither informed, that 
among the apartments of the imperial palace of IMehedy theie was 
one, the aa alls and ceiling of aa Inch being of stucco of the purest 
Avhite, AA ithout sculpture or painting m any shape, it had been called 
the Daur-ul-beyza, or mansion of light. This apartment, in the 
discharge of his office, the chamberlain had occasion to enter one 
evening aa hile the Khalif aa as engaged in his private devotions. The 
moon happened to shine at the moment with full splendor, and shed 
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its silver lustre to every corner of the chamber. And to render the 
contrast more sti iking to the eye, the floor was covered with a crimson 
carpet, and a sofa of the same colour lay in the room, bcfoie which 
stood jMehed}’- in linen lobcs of the purest white, absorbed in medita- 
tion. A pillar intervening between the sofa and the entrance, Keb- 
bcia silently appi cached unseen and unobserved, and placed himself 
behind the Khalif, the latter piocecding in his devotions without 
interruption, occasionall3’- leciting some of the chapters of the Korkn, 
with a modulation so harmonious, as in a manner to fascinate the 
lieaier. Such indeed were the sensations of the narrator, tha; he 
dcsciibcd himself equally at a loss to determine, whether his admira- 
tion was most excited by the spotless elegance of the ap.utment, the 
mild splendor which was shed through it b}'’ the moon, the snow 
white form of the Khalif, wiapped in meditation standing before his 
God, 01 the sacied strains of revelation, wdiich downed in such melo- 
dious accents from his lips. The Khalif continued wutli an audible 
voice to lepeat scvcial Siirahs, or sections of the inspired volume, 
until he came to that passage, wdiich m meaning and substance, 
expresses the followung denunciation. “ "Whoevci among ^mu shall 
“ commit evil ; -whoever shall cut off another fiom his kindred in the 
“ land of my inheritance, upon that man hath God Almighty pro- 
*• nounced his eternal malediction. The eais of the understanding 
“ are become deaf, and the eyes blind Why do^'^e not attend to that 
“ passage of revelation in which the Almiyht^'- declaics, that there is 
“ a lock upon their heaits, wdiich hath lendeied them incapable of 
“ instiuetion or convictioh ” 

AV hen the Khalif came to this passage, continues the relation of 
Rebbeia, he repeated it twuce over, the teais streaming from his 
eyes to the sofa which lay before him But in older to make the 
circumstance more intelligible, we aie now told, that a few days 
before only, Imaum INIussa the son of Jauffer, on an accusation that 
he had sought in Khorassaun, to pioinulgate his-nghts to the Imaii- 
mut, or supremac}’^ in matters of faith, had been seized and commit- 
ted to tl'f custody'- of the same Rebbeia. How^ever that may be, 
Mehedy, after finishing the chapter, and closing his devotions -nutfi 
the usual forms of salutatipn, still keeping his attention fixed towards 
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the Keblah, demanded, if there was any one by ; and one of the 
attendants answering, he desired that Rebbeia might be immediately 
senttoi. That person now spoke, announcing to his soveieign that 
he was alieady present, having, as he said, been atti acted by his 
recitation of the Koran. Mehedy directed him to go without delay 
and bring Mhssa to his presence. Rebbeia went away accordingly, 
and returned soon afterwards, accompanied by hlussa, to the pie- 
sence of hlehedy, whom they found seated on the sofa, his eyes still 
su imining m tears. “ Son of Jauffer,” said tire Khalif, addressing 
himself to his prisoner, “ God Almighty has pronounced his awful 
“ curse against the man who shall dissever the ties of consanguinity. 

It is a guilt which, for my pait, lam determined not to incur ; 
“ and it u ill behove thee to profit b3'^my example ” Then continuing 
to address him, he observed, that it was not his intention to lay any 
further restraint upon his conduct than an oath, that while he lived 
he would not appear against his authorit}’- , but that when he was no 
moie,he would be at libeity to pursuethedictates ofhis own judgment. 
And having received from him the engagement which he required to 
this effect, he set him entirely at large the very same night. 

"We shall conclude the character of Mehedy with the final obser- 
vation, that of all the monarchs of the house of Abbas, he is said to 
be the onlj^ one who totally abstained from the use of wine, or intox- 
icating liquors , but it seems to be objected to him, that he was 
much devoted to the pleasures of music and song, in which every 
one that piofessed to be skilful, was admitted to frequent his pre- 
sence M itli unrestrained freedom. 

There is, howevei, one further anecdote of iMehed}’’, which we 
cannot forbear adding to the above , and this is we believe to be 
found in the Tarikh guzeidah. He had incuired some degree of 
censure for having treated one of his relations v ith a neglect, which 
was inconsistent V ith his ordinarj*^ generosity of spirit. In order 
however to prove that his conduct in this instance had been rashly 
prejudged, without attending to his motives, he made choice of the 
folloM mg expedient. He caused a valuable piece of gold to be 
placed on a conspicuous part of the budge of Baghdad, or of some 
other city, at Inch he then happened to reside , and desired this 
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A. H. 160. particular relative to pass over, -^on some trifling errand or other, on 
A D, 78d he pretended to employ him. When he ietmned,as it appealed, 

without noticing the precious metal, which had been thus placed in 
his wa}^ he was desired to explain his reasons. His reply went to 
state, that both in going and returning, it had occurred to him as a 
matter of cuiiosity, to tiy how he should be able to pass the budge 
if he were blind , and in the prosecution of this hopeful experiment, 
he had accordingly on both occasions closed his eyes. On which 
hlehedy thought fit to observe, that those to whom we were bound 
by the ties of consanguinity, were in general to be treated like the 
hair upon our persons , some of which it was the custom to decorate 
and peifume with the nicest attention, while there Avas some nhich 
it vas convenient to extiipate and cast away fiom ns It will possi- 
bly occur to the leader, that the expeiiment here resorted to, for the 
purpose of pioving the incapacity of an individual, is said to have 
been once put in practice nuth success, to prove the inciedulitv of 
the volatile and inconstant inhabitants of a celebrated metiopolis m 
the Avestern Avoild. 

Ul Haudy Billah,'* (or rather b’lllah) Abii Mahommed, Mussa 
the son of Mehedy, fourth Kliaiif of the house of Abbas. At the 
peiiod of his father’s premature and unlooked for death, Mfissa ul 
Haudy AA^as absent near she southern shores of the Caspian, engaged 
Ul Haudy hostilities against Shenmin, tlie yet independent prince ofTebris- 
IVib Khahf taun His younger brother Harhn had originally pioposed to claim for 
of the house Ul Haudy the allegiance of the troops who Avere immediately on the 
of Abbas, couAmv the remains of the departed monaich for sepul- 

ture to the metropolis ; but from this he appeals to have been dis- 


suaded by the counsels of Yahejm the son of Khaled, and the 
consideiation of the donative, Avhich the military had already intro- 
duced the practice of demanding on the accession of eAmry neAV 
sovereign, A point Avhich it Avas theiefore thought prudent to post- 
pone for adjustment at Baghdad , and Harun contented himself for 
Ihepresent, ATith transmitting to his brother, bj'^Nuzzeir, the then cham- 
berlain of the household, (peihaps the chief of the eunuchs) the ring, 
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stafi', and mantle of the prophet, and those other articles which usu- 
ally passed to the succeeding Khalifs, accompanied with his condo- 
lence foi the death of their common parent, and his congratulation on 
the event of his accession to the sovereign power. 

It IS to he observed that the late Khalif, on his departure for Baus- 
pendaim, had deputed the government of Baghdad, and the numerous 
body of troops which it contained, to Rebbeia , the officer, perhaps, 
of whom we have so recently spoken. Encouiaged by the unsettled 
state of affairs, unavoidable to an inteiregnum, these troops mutinied 
against the anthority of their governor, declaring that they should 
-engage then allegiance to no one until they had received, not only 
the inauguration money, but a gratuity of two years subsistance, 
which they clamorously demanded on the occasion. Rebbeia, on 
his part, desired to remind them, that he alone who possessed the 
pou er and authority of satisfying then demands, was yet absent from, 
the spot , and he therefore requested their patience until the arrival 
of U1 Handy, the legitimate heir to the succession, udio might, as 
he thought pi oper, adjust their claims. That at any late, without 
his instructions, he should not comply with then demands. The 
seditious soldiery positively refused to suspend their claims, pio- 
ceeded to plunder the palace of then governor, and would have put 
him to death, had he not seasonably contrn ed to secrete himself from 
' then fury. Soon aftem'ards, Ilarun leached the capital, accompanied 
by his faithful counsellor Yaheya, of the race of Barmek , who 
appeals to have been immediately anthorized in conjunction with 
Rebbeia, to accommodate the demands of the soldiery the treasure 
andjeuels of IMehedy being in the possession of Kheizraunah, one 
of his vomen, the common mother of Mussa and Haiun. Y^aheya 
taxed Rebbeia of erroneous policy in creating such an unseasonable 
agitation among the troops , that he should have yielded to their 
demands, rather than endanger their attaining to a magnitude, which 
by the tune that U1 Haudy should arrne, it might be difficult, if not 
impossible, either to satisfy or controul. Y aheya undertook hou - 
e\ er to mediate m ith the soldiers ; and succeeded in bringing them to 
an accommodation, on engaging to make good to them their subsist- 
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Of this iheasure, U1 Saii'dj received ah -account i^revibhs 

to Ins arrival at Baglidlid^ arid' he did nbt dblay t'o communicate to 
Yaheya by letter, his entire approlJation of what' htid hbeh done. 

A Shortly afterwards he entered' Ins ihetropolis in person^ accompanied 
by the principal'officers of Ins court; haVirig peiforhied the journey 
from Tebristaun, in the comparatively shoit space ' of twentjt day^. 
The city was immediately restored to complete tranquillity ; tlie 
sovereign authority became irrevocably established in U1 Haudy ; 
the Vrzzauret, or office of Vizzeif, was confeired on Rebhei^, 
Ally the son of Eissa ben hltihan was appointed captain of the iihpeiial 
guards: and a treaty of pea'ce was definitively' concluded 'with tlie 
prince of Tebiistauu. We are’ further informed, that the new'Kha- 
lif made' his eptiy into Baghd^ld, on tins occasion, on the eleVenth 
’day of Suffer a month and some daj^s subsequent to the demisb 'of 
InS father. 

Kholaussut- Among the events which distinguished the short reign of UI 
ul-akbbaur. Haudy, that which earliest ■claims our notice, is an insurrection ex- 
cited' in Hejauz by Hfisseyne the son of Ally, the Hussenite to 

; 

which it would appear that 'he was the more easily provoked, by the 
disputes m wlnchlie was perpetually embioiled, with Omar the son 
of Abdulazziz, the governor of M'edemah, and giandson of Abdullah 
Omar. Having however at last openly declaied against the authority 
of Ul Haudy, the Hussenite proceeded to solicit the support of the 
people in favor of Ins own rights , and being joined by a sufficient 
body of followeis, he was enabled after several conflicts, to expel the 
governor, and make himself master of Medeinah. On the twenty 
third of Zilkaudah,j‘ eleven days after he had been in possession of 
Medeinah, he quitted that place and proceeded towards Mekkah ; 
and on Ins arrival in the neighbourhood of that city, issuing a pro- 
clamation that every slave who joined his standard should be free, he 
procured a considerable augmentation of forCe, by the number of 
men of that description, who immediately hastened to his camp. 

•About the 22ad of August, A. D, 785, t The 26tbof Maj, A. D,780, 
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His career was however destined to be of short duration; U1 Hau- A. H. ICO. 
dy was no sooner apprized of this revolt against his authority, than ^ ^ 
Mahommed the son of Shliinan, of the race of Abbas, proceeded by 
his orders with a competent force to punish the insurgent, and re- 
establish his government in Hejauz. At the station of ZitCu, a short 
distance from Mekkah, and on that day in the early part of Zilhudje, 
when the pilgrims array themselves in fiesh apparel, an action took 
place between the troops of the Khelatifut and those of the insurrec- 
tion, in which the latter abandoning themselves to a shameful flight, 
left their leader to perish on the field of battle. The body of Hus- 
seyne was found where he had fallen, by one of the family of Abbas, 
who immediately stiuck off the head and laid it before his comman- 
dci , by whom it was conveyed as usual to the metropolis of the 
Benin Abbas, as the surest attestation of his triumph. 

As the advocates of Zendicism, a class of schismatics equally stig^ 
matized for its atheistical and other detestable doctrines, appear to 
have acquired at the same time then greatest ascendancy, and to have 
been generall 3 % if not finally extinguished, under the reign of U1 
Haudy, w e cannot perhaps introduce in a better place, the account 
w hich is here given of that very obnoxious sect, on the authority of 
the Tebrian chronicle 

Their leading, and distinguishing principle' seems to have been an 
entire secession from the doctrines of Mussulmanism ; the precepts and TankbTebry, 
ordinances of which, they publicly held in equal contempt and ridi- 
cule. The prophet they admitted to have been a man of consummate 
abilities ; through the exertion of which, and his extraordinary pow- 
ers oflanguage, he found means to establish the prevailing religion, 
and .to compile the much boasted pieces exhibited in the volume of 
-the Korkin ; claiming, 'bs they said, no small degree of merit from 
his prohibition of incestuous mtercouise, wJth mother, sister, and 
daughter. And yet to any other human being of equal talents and 
jintelhgence, it would be easily practicable to introduce asimilar system 
of legislation. For their part, they acknowledged that, like theMagians, 
ihey cohabited with equal freedom, with mother, 'dmighter, and sis.ter. 

They equally setat nought, andcast into ridicule, as absurd impositions, 

-those fqndamental ;prccepts of Mvlssulmanism in particular, which 
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inculcate tfie necc'?sfty of praj’-er and fasting, alms and pilgiimagc. 
When they obseived, for instance, the zealous IMosslcms associated 
in decent ordci for their devotions, they would scolF at them as so 
manv camels prepaiing to leceive their burthens , and when they 
knelt, and went through the routine of then prostrations, they failed 
not to incur the homely repioach of setting their faces to the earth, 
•while they presented the opposite extremity to him who luled the skies. 
In the same strain Avh'en, at Mekkah, they witnessed the processions 
round the temple of the Kaaubah, the zendicists would demand uitii 
a scornful grin, whom it was the enthusiasts sought in that antiquated 
building, and when they observed the sacrifice of sheep on the great 
festival of the Korbaun, they would ask with affected pity, and 
indignation, of what mischief these mild and defenceless quadiupeds 
had been guilty, that their innocent blood should be thus biutally 
^pilt in all directions. Thus also, when the pious multitude tra- 
versed the hills of Seffa and Meruah, in the neighbourhood of the 
sacred city, they would mquiie with equal scorn and derision, 
what these men had lost, that they ran m such wild extravagance, 
about the rocks and mountains. For thus it was, that on all occasi- 
ons, they peipetually derided every circumstance that related to the 
laws and observances of Isslam. 

In other respects, we are not to be surprised If we find it stated, 
that among all the various systems of faith, which had hitherto pre- 
vailed m the world, that of the Zendeiks was the most detestable, 
and the least pioductive of moral good , it being the opinion of the 
-Ulema, oi theologists, that their doctrines 'were far more pernicious 
than those of hlagian, or Jew, or -Christian, oi Idolater of whatever 
denomination , since, observes our author, with a reasoning not dis- 
tinctly obvjous, there is not an advocate of either of the systems to 
which we have alluded, who does not allege, when he exchanges 
onemode of faith for another, that he has relinquished error for the 
sake of truth, nor is there an opinion, or proposition advanced in 
either of them, which their respective professors would decline to 
support bj'^ such proofs and arguments as they have it in their pover 
to produce. The very source indeed of their doctnne seems to lay 
in the grossest incredulity and sophistry, considering, as they do, the 
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mo'=it ‘;acre(l l.nv<5 :\nc1 observances, nlicthcv of MCissulman, Je\v, or 
Chiistian, ai< ibnnded in e’ ror and ybmirditv 

Aa to the naluic ot then belief, it heiicf that can be called Inch 
denies all icvelation. they hold both the existence of God, -and tho 
lei^ation of his piophets to he eqiiallv erroneous and unnccessarv. 
That this M orld, since it has been in existence, has existed in its 
present foim , and such as it is, it amII continue as long as it shall 
endme. That tlie n hole annual creation is gcneiated and polishes 
like the vegetable, n Inch spi mgs fiom the eaitli is dried up, and 
restoied to the elements in the couise of the veai, none being able to 
conceive hence it came or -n hither it is disappeared , the produc- 
tion and dcstuiction of animals and ^egctablcs being, at the same 
time, both asciibid to the innuencc ot the heavenly bodies, and par- 
ticulaily to the sun, moon, and stais, perceivable to human vision. 
In other lespetts. it u'ould appear, that thej'' agreed in reprobating 
those actions uhich the u isest men of all professions have geneially 
pi escribed as disgraceful, and injurious to society , l^ing, for instance, 
and tyranny, or unjust Molence towards our fellow creatures. 
They Aiere morcoicr scrupulous to avoid the commission of any of 
those things, Inch are, in then nature, either scandalous or inde- 
coious , being studious m particular, to appear m such dresses only 
as were graceful and becoming in the eyes of the world This there- 
fore includes the whole theory and practice of the sect, for in religion 
or law, they professed nothing further and their system, as far as 
we have been able to define it, has received from Oriental writers, 
among other denominations, that of hlundanism ; probably as limit- 
ing our existence and expectations to the confines of this perishable 
■norld. Such, at any late, is the most obvious interpretation which 
the author of these pages has been able to assign to the terms, 
Itahj2ij7i-e-dc7ir7iiaji, doctrines of the Mundanists.” The other 
terms are omitted m the manuscript. It will at the same time, possi- 
bly occui to the reader, that this odious and persecuted sect might 
have been led, by a perusal of the works of the Grecian philosophers, 
knovn to have been long since translated by the princes of the house 
of Ommejah, to adopt the principles of Epicurus. 
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It is at the.sametimcafiirmed.thatitsprofcssors were, for the ^eatcr 
part, composed of the most distinguished members of society ; equallv 
distinguished in all the learning of that age, in eloquence, and in 
their nonius for Arabian poetry. For such, it is admitted, nas 
Abdullah the son of UI iMukeflia, not less celebrated for the puntv 
and eloquence of his language and writings, than for his masterly skill 
in Arabic, nhich has classed him among the most sublime and clo- 
cjiiont, in that copious and impressive dialect; and of n Inch Ins 
beautiful translation' into that language, of the Kaleilah-A^o-Duin- 
nail, (the ox and the AAolf, the apologues ofBaidpay or Pilpai, so 
called) IS adduced as a splendid and imperishable monument. And 
to him has accordingly been assigned the first place in the records of 
tlie sect. Such also is described to haA'c been Ally the son of Nef- 
tcin, one of the chief commanders of the annv, durincr the rcicrn of 
Ul Handy ; an officer of the highest military reputation, and among 
those most immediately emploved about the person of the sovereign 
111*; father, Kcftcin, had been the favorite slave, or domestic, of Ul 
ISIun*.ur, and held the office of keeper of the great seal of the Khclaiifiit 
under that monarch, byn horn he is saidtohavcbecn honoured abovcall 
mankind. He continued to hold the same distinguished trust, both 
under the benevolent Mchedy, and Ins .successor the reiirning prince. 
Hi*; *=011 Ally, together vith his eminent command in the anny, 
po*>‘'C^*;ed the '^upcrintendancc in chict of the department of intelli- 
g< iH c ; the A arious occurrences aa Inch took place in different parts 
of the empire, being convened to him in detail by the jAroper aiient*', 
and b\ him dnrested and cominunic.itcd to the so\ crei^n : lor, ob>ers e^- 

V c 

our author, like Yc/.dan the son of Badan among the genuine IVt-i- 
aii*:, All\ the son ol Xoftein a\,is extolled as the most skilful penman 
of the ace in aaIucIi he Ined. Another of tlu'^e AAorthies, vas 
Abdull di. the son ol Obaidullah tlie "W'^^eir of Meh* d\ , a\ ho o' ( a- 
si.Mudlv othcMtid as tin* deputy of his lathe r, niub r tin- goAtrnni' nt 
<*t ih it illustrious mon.Tch. Others AAcre AhduU.di tin son ot 
D'e.Utl, of ti,e r co ot .\bbas, and nrarlA rdlu d to the so\t n igu on tie* 
tbro’e' , ;<n 1 V. k' b the -on of Ankk.td dt sc nd* d from H ‘r* Hi the 
ot Ab luhuutlub, at this c risis th ‘ aeknow b dc* d !’• ir or pr* -he - 
Icr VI ill'- juophci'b faiiuh, and head ot tie illustr’ous i. 'c ei 
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TTn\i4icm , luitlu'r of \Nlioni to bo i. sti.iiiKHl from rnihiacing 

On' U nots ot tln^ ohnoMoii. uml pni'ii'rtUf 4 '•«•( t. 

Uocomuu'mlt il U' tlu so il piTson^. ilio tlnirmas ofZon- 

tbcjsm \\ cro t (\ to n ‘5nr]insjnir o\tont nmon" all clashes ami 
tU'^t'nptums (»r im n . tlu' mo'^t ilhistnotis jor tlu'ir li'.irmn:; 

ami tall nt-'. as \m 11 as tlm s\i|n'nor‘; of roltmun. m\(l tho hoirs ami 
roprcsi'iitatm s oi ilio m>!>l< st iamilu's. In tlm turn' ol Mchcdy, 
lhosi« in patlirnlai to whom tin austi ntios. tho ohsorv anros ol Mus- 
sulmanisin woro ht ronm l.ihonous . to whose imlolem e ami hi\un- 
ous hahns the task of i irU ptaxer, of freipieiit ahlmioii tn the rigors 
ofwinter. ami of fastm^^ in the .oppuss|\e heats ol miinmer, had 
heroine Inirtheiisome, or mtoleralile , to all those, m short, who con- 
siilorod It a hardship to disjieiise with u small pioportion ol their 
wealth 111 alms, or to restrain thenisil\es m any sh ipe in the imlnl- 
gi HOC of their ajieiites and imlinations, asiKpiired in the sacrcrl 
^ olnme of the law , tin tenets of the Zcndicists hecamc a welcome 
and coinciiienl relaxation 

It remains to heohs^r\ed, lh.it when, under the same renrn of 
'MelunU, their prosel\ li s heeaine tints muncrons and formnlahlc. the 
chiefs ahn\ e mentioned coiisnlti'd loijelhcr on the means of giMiig to 
their doctrines a pcrnianenl lorni , h^ rcdnciiig tliein to a code of 
insiitutos, similar to Ih.ii which go^ornod the s\’stcm, winch it 
appears to have heen tin ir piintipal ohjoel to explode. “ In the. 
“ whole design of Ins religion,” said these niiio\ators, “ nothing that 
“ ^lahommed intioduecd, has been moie powerinl in its ninucnee, 
“ than what he has dictated in the pages of the Kol^n , that boast of 
“the Mossleins for sublimity ol language, lor the closeness and per- 
“spicuityof its periods, and the infinite variety of its mysterious 
'• allusions , w Inch it is tlicir pride to extol, as haA mg baftled every 
“ cflbrt of the oialors, poets, liistonans and rhetoncians, from tlie 

pciiod of Its descent to the present day, to produce in the whole 
“ Arabian lancrnage, a single section equal in kiblimity and beauty of 
“shlc. For,” continued they, “ IS it not proudly asserted bv Ins 
“ follow'ers, that if the language of men and genu w'ere combined 

together to effect such a purpose, it would be found impossible to 
“ compose any thing parallel to-it ? for liow' indeed should it be possi- 
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ble to speak as God hath spoken, and to perform what he, in his 
“infinite power, is alone capable of accomplishing'” Upon such 
considerations, the leadeis of the sect resolved that it was incumbent 
upon them to produce a book in composition more exquisite, and in 
matter more sublime than the Kor^n ,‘to be exhibited to their follow- 
ers as what had . been invented, through the powers of his OAvn con- 
summate eloquence, by Mahommed himself. Here we aie constrained 
to confess that this passage, unless indeed it be an eiior in the man- 
uscript, appears totally inconsistent with what we are taught to 
expect from the premises ; which had led us to suppose it was the 
object of these men to prove that by the mere exeition of human skill, 
they were capable of pioducin'g what should be superior to the 
boasted performance of that celebiated impostor. 

Be this, however, as it may, the following four persons pledged 
themselves for the execution of the undertaking ; The already men- 
tioned Abdullah Mukeffia ; Abdullah, the son Obaidullah the Vez- 
zeir ; and Abdullah the son of Di\oud, of the race of Abbas , with 
Salah the son of Abdulkodhs, now first mtiodiiced to our notice, and 
altogether, m talents and eloquence, the most distinguished among 
Arabians, But as the most eloquent and accomplished men of that 
age, had long since acknowledged the superior talents of Abdullah 
Mukeffia, his collegues united in assigning to him the task of diction 
and composition ; which he accepted on the following stipulations. 
That he should be allowed an ’ entire twelve-month to complete his 
undertaking , that he should be furnished immediately uith so many 
thousand dirhems in specie, and such a supply of parchment and 
writing paper, as he should require , the paper to serve him in the 
preparation of the draught , and the parchment, for the finished copy 
to be fairly transcribed by his own hand, as best calculated to admit 
of such erasures as might be found furtlier necessary, m giving to the 
peifonnance its utmost perfection, before it was committed to the 
world. He moreover required, that, during the period m which he 
should be thus employed, all his expences should be punctually 
defrayed ; that he should be daily supplied wuth that species of 
I abincnt which he desciibed, and knew' to suit best with his consti- 
tution, and to augment the powers of invention wutliout impairing 
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“ and the Letter able to discriminate their imperfections. Yet during 
“ six whole months that I have thus emplo3md m^^self, have I been 
“ foiled'by a single passage-; neither in all that I have invented, 
“ dictated, and written, oLliteiated and destroyed, have I j^et suc- 
“ ceeded in dischaiging myself of one sentence that has either met my 
“ own approbation, or that, in the judgment of others, will bear a 
“comparison with the passage which it was designed to excel.” His 
friends desired to know what that foimidable passage might be, which 
bad thus on the very thieshold, defeated his exertions ; he told 
them it Was a certain sentence, which he repeated to them, from 
the stoiy of Noah, as related in the Koran. They then requested 
that he would explain to them what he might have committed to 
paper on the subject, that on a more deliberate inspection, something 
might be yet discovered that had possibly escaped his own obser- 
vation. The son of U1 Mukeffia communicated to them accordingly, 
all that he had composed and transcribed, than which it required 
nothing further to convince them of the truth of the statement which 
he had just given them ; for in the whole of the enormous mass of 
papers, in which he had almost buried himself alive, they could not 
discover a single line or sentence, wdiich either in composition or 
aigument could bear the slightest compaiison with the sacred text, 
wdiich for six months he had, in one instance only, attempted to 
surpass. An occasion is here taken to repeat, that this man was 
acknowledged to be possessed of talents and genius, not inferior to 
an}' one of the age in which he kved. “ Ifm six months,” observed 
his friends on this mortifying discover}', “thou hast failed to produce 
the refutation of one solitary passage in the Kor^n, m what rea- 
sonable peiiod dost thou conceive it possible, either to controvert 
“ or parallel the numberless oidmances, decisions, mysterious and 
“ wonderful maxims, with which that extraordinary volume so 
extensively abounds ? This is a task to which thou art decidedly 
“ incompetent! Arise, and consign it to some one better qualified.’ 
The project was however finally relinquished as a hopeless concern, 
and they were compelled to rely, for the advancement of their doc- 
trines, on other expedients, less dubious in the experiment, and 
peradventure more favorable to their vieus of success. 
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At alVcvc'nts tlicir proselytes continued to multiply, 1^1tll consider- 
al)lc rapidity, until, under the reign of Mehcdy, too openly aspiring at 
predominance, the Aliniglity innucnccd the councils of that prince 
to destroy them hy the i.\\ ord, in a manner so cflcctually, that of all 
their leaders, few surxivcd. Tw’O chiefs of the illustrious race of 
Ilashem, the great giandfathcr of the prophet, were how'cvei suflered 
for a time to escape the destiny of their associates. These w'crc 
Yakuh, here called the son of U1 Fuz7ul, perhaps of Aukkail already 
mentioned, and Alnlvillah the son oi Daoud, of the house of Abbas, 
both indebted for their preservation to a \ow’ of Mchedy’s. For so 
many of that distinguished race had been already cut off by the san- 
guinary vengeance ofUl Munsur, that jMehedy began to apprehend 
the entire extinction of the fainilv ; and he had therefore sworn 
never to put any of them to death. lie was accordingly satisfied 
with immuring these tw'o noble persons for life within the enclosure 
of a prison. When I lady ascended the throne of the Khalifs, they 
were however commanded to his presence, in order that they might 
be prevailed upon to abjure their pernicious principles. They con- 
tinued, notw ithstanding, unshaken in their jircjudiccs : pcisisted m 
their declaration, that the religion of the jNIosslems was nothing, and 
that the Koran was neither the woid, nor iSIahommcd the apostle of 
God. “ At any rate,” added these men, “ produce to us the pioofs 
“ of your system, that w'e may examine and convince ouiselves, 
“before we embrace it.” On wdiich the whole body of Ulema 
learned m the law, with the readers and expounders of the sacred 
code, entered into a public and solemn disputation wutli them, and, if 
we may credit the assurance of our author, established their claims 
to orthodoxy on the clearest proofs. Their arguments w'ere however 
lost upon these misguided fanatics, wdio persevered wuth inflexible 
.obstinacy, m rejecting the Avliolesome tuitbs of IssUm. And a 
daughter of Yakub, being found oil her own avowal, piegnant by her 
father, the incestuous intercourse became an aggiavation of his 
crimes and impieties, and he w’as, together wnth the same daughter, 
and the w'retched associate of his errors, condemned to terminate his 
existence on a gallows. This is said to have extinguished, for the 
present at least, eveiy remnant of a sect, wdiich for some time appears 
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to have excited in the disciples of the Kor^n, no inconsiderahleJ 
alarm for the stability of the orthodox religion. 

Resuming the narrative the history proceeds to observe, that tlie 
Khaliful H&dy had for some time lived on terms of great displeasure 
with the dowager Kheizr^nah, the common mother of himself and 
K^irCin. This princess had, it would appear, during the life of Me- 
hedy, experienced an indulgence ivithout bounds, her husband with- 
holding fiom her nothing that she desired, even to the marhs of 
public honor usually reserved for the person of the sovereign ; the ' 
general and great officers of state being long accustomed to pay 
homage at her palace, before thc}’^ proceeded to the presence of Me- 
hedy ; thus in appearance at least, fixing the precedence in dignity at 
the gate of Kheizraiiah. She possessed herself, moreover, of what 
does not exactly seem cither becoming or expedient in the system 
of oriental manners, the channel of every application to royal favor. 
On the accession of U1 ll^dy, she continued to conduct herself, as if 
she expected to retain this species of influence unimpaired , but her 
son finding himself considerably embarrassed, soon determined to 
retrench that influence, bj'’ treating all her applications with a steady 
and mortifying refusal. Under these circumstances, a female atten- 
dant, who was the beaier of such communications as occasionally 
passed between the Khalif and his mother, had conveyed to him an 
application from the same quarter, in behalf of Abdullah the son of 
ISIalck, captain of the guards, or household troops, in the time of 
INIehedj", which he, as usual, rejected The application was repeated 
by the mother in pemoii, Avho implored that her son ivould spaie her 
this one mortifying refusal, as her word had been paiticularly pledged 
on the occasion ; and she assuied him it would be the last-time that 
he should suffer fiom a mother’s importunities. To this U1 H^idy 
demanded in a tone of indignation, who she conceived heiself to be, 
and on what grounds authorized to piomise, or engage hei influence 
to promote the views of any man , neither did he comprehend the 
object of that concouise, ivhich, as if it were the mansion of royalty, 
daily resorted to her gate. It would become her far better to confine 
heiself to domestic occupations , to her spindle and cotton , to the 
Study of her Roian, and the discharge of her religious duties. Tor 
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trliat purpose encourage that Useless resort of applicants at her gate? A. H. 109. 
Henceforward, if he found that a single individual frequented her ^ . 

palace with any such design, she might rest assured of his highest 
disapprobation and displeasure. On which, Kheizranah quitted his 
presence in tears and sorrow. 

This was followed by a stern charge to his coui tiers to discontinue 
nt their peril, that species of intercourse with Jus mother, which, when 
their own mothers weie concerned, they had acknoivledged to be so 
gross a violation of decoium. This succeeded in banishing the 
resort of suitors from the palace of Kheizraunah , but the attempt 
wdiich he made about a month afterwaids to destroy her by poison, 
under the mask of piotfered kindness, "would be sufficient, without 
any further proof, to brand with infain}’^ the memory of U1 Hand}’", 
were it not m some degree surpassed by the implacable cruelty of a 
mother’s vengeance, to Inch he ultimately fell himself a victim. 

Tor the present, however, the altercation terminated in a solemn vow, 
on the part of Kheizraunah, that she would never more hold either 

i ^ 

converse or communication With this unnatural son. 

It IS alleged that U1 Haudy, before he had been long m posses- KliolaussuN 
sion of the soveieign power, entertained the design of extruding his 
brother Haihii from his claim to the succession, foi the purpose of 
sccuiin^ It for his own son Jauffer • and the circumstance comins: 
to the knowledge of Harun, the latter consulted with Yahe}^ the 
son of Khaled, of the race of Barmek, ivhose consummate prudence 
was long become proverbial with every rank and age, on the steps 
which he was to follow for the preservation of his rights. Yaheya 
admonished him, without disguise, to beware of acceding to any 
proposal which might eventually debai ’ him fiom the glories of a 
ciown Of Avhich honest admonition, Ul Haudy, by some means or 
other, becoming apprized, Yaheya ivas immediately seized and com- 
mitted to the M holesome solitude of a prison From thence, as was 
related at a subsequent period by Mahommed, one of the sons of that 
illustuous minister, he addressed a note to Ul Haudy, requesting 
tbit he might be favored with a piizate interview, as he had some 
advice to offer, of considerable importance. He was accordingly 
admitted to the presence ofUl Haudy, nho demanded uhat it was 
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he had to say. ‘■‘■I would first desire to know,” observed Yaheyti, 
m reply, “ whether at the present crisis, if a misfortune were to hap- 
“ pen to the person of my sovereign, which may liis servant nevef 
“ live to behold, the difierent orders of the people are prepared to 
submit to the authority of a minor, such as Jauffer, so long before 
“ he has attained to the age of discretion,^’ “ That is a reflection 
“ fiom which I have derived some uneasiness,” said the Khalif. 
“ I believe it not impossible,” continued Yaheya, “ that certain distin- 
“ guished personages of the race of Hashem,” whom he named, 
might interfere on such an occasion ; and that the sovereignty might, 
“not improbably, depart altogether from the sons of Mehedy.” After 
allowing to the Khalifa moment’s reflection, Yaheya assumed suffi- 
cient confidence to state fuither, that he conceived it, foi the present, 
most advisable to desist fioin urging the alidication of Harfin ; and 
that he would bo responsible to prevail upon him to acknowledge the 
authorit}'- of Jauffer, the moment he beeame of age. U1 Haudy 
appears to have assented to this species of arrangement, and permit- 
ted Yaheya to leturn to his prison. Nevertheless, it will soon be 
found that the jealousy, the aversion, Inch had possessed the mind 
pf U1 Haudy against his biother and his too zealous adviser, was of 
a nature that no palliative could remove or appease. 

Such a state of mind could not, perhaps, long continue unproduc- 
tive of some violent result. Accordingly Harethmah the son of 
Eyfin, one of the principal ministers of UI JIAdy is introduced to 
relate, that he was summoned by his master to attend him one day 
contraiy to custom, in his private cabinet. When he repaired to his 
presence, he was desired to secure the door, and be seated , and that 
when, m some degree of peiturbation, - he had obeyed these com- 
mands, the Khalif addressed him in the following terms. “Thou 
“ hast doubtless witnessed the manner in which this dog of a schis- 
“ matic, Yaheya the son of KhAled, presumes to comport himself 
“towards me, in his undisguised intrigues, to bias the affections ot the 
“people in favor of Hhrfin. This night it will behove thee to bimg 
“ me the head of HaiCin.” Trembling in every limb at these por- 
tentou's woids, the minister implorejd his master, with the deepest 
humility, to considei that Rashid was his own and onlj'^ brother, and 
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that if, ^^ithout n ciimc, ho should put him to death, he. the minister, 
voukl foicvcr incur, both hoicniKlhoicaftcr, the reprobation ofGodand 
man. “ If mv orders arc disobeyed," ol)scrvcd U1 IJudy, “ thy own head 
w ill be theforfeit." On m Inch, Uarethmab feeling himself constrained 
to express bis coinpbance, the Khali f proceeded further to direct, 
that A\licn be bad dispatcbed the business of Hariin, he uas imme- 
tliatel} to Mbit the pi isons, and banish to another u orld, every indi- 
vidual uhoin he should find there, belonging to the race of Abiitau- 
iob. And he u as last oi all, to take ii division of the troops and 
march towards Kutah ; which city, after withdrawing from it all the 
posterity of Abbas, w ith their dependants, he was to consume to 
ashes, llarcthniali again endca^oured to remonstrate on the magni- 
tude of the task thus imposed upon him, when his master put an 
end to all argument, by assuring him that there was no altcrjiative; 
and that he was not to stir from the spot until he received his final 
orders to proceed to the execution of the several duties, wdiicli he 
w as now selected to dischamc. 

U1 Ibuly then withdicw to some other part of the palace, leaving 
IKiicthmah to meditate in silence and alarm on what had passed; 
the latter not a little aggravated by the apprehension, that having 
discovered his unw illmgncss to be the instrument of his cruelty, the 
Khalit was about to devolve the odious seivicc to some other person ; 
and that on his return, he should infalliby be made the sacrifice of 
his \engeance. At all events he determined, if it was his destiny to 
escape the present danger, to seek some distant abode, where 
unknown and undistinguished, be might pass bis days in peace and 
■ obscuiity In this state of painful incertitude he continued until 
midnight, w hen a domestic appealed and tpld him that the Khalif 
required his attendance. On Avhich, having solemnly repeated his 
^ piofession of faith, as if about to die, he followed the domestic until 
he found himself in a part of the palace where his ears were assailed 
by the voices of the women. Here he made a resolute stand, declar- 
ving, that he should not advance a step fuither, unless he was diiected 
to approach m the Khalif’s owm voice. At this moment he heard 
himself addressed by one of the females, who called out that she was 
K heizrauiiahjandw ho desired him to enter, andbeholdw hathadbefallea 
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A H 169 them. He accordingly ventured into the apartment, where Khefz- 

A D. 78g faunah informed him from behind the hangings, that God Almighty 
had delivered himself and all mankind from the tyranny of Mussa, for 
he was dead. “ Go,” said she, “ and convince thj'self.” On which, 
removing the linen cover, which had been throvn over the face of 
U1 Hady, he found indeed, as she had represented, that the tyrant 
W'as no moie. Kheizraunah then proceeded to relate, that coming 
to the apartment where he now lay, she had cast the veil fiom her head, 
and implored U1 Hady to spare the life of his brother ; and that, con- 
tinuing to resist all her intr'atics nith unrelenting obstinacy, he was 
suddenly seized with a fit of coughing, of vhich, as every expedient 
to relieve him proved unavnling, he expired. She concluded, by 
charging Harethmah to repair without delay to Yalieya the son of 
III ^led, and announce the event, with her desire that he should 
immediately secure for Harunrashid, the entire allegiance of the 
people. In compliance with her instructions, Harethmah hastened 
accordingly to apprize Yaheya of the unexpected catastrophe, and 
to make with him the arrangements necessary to the inauguration of 
Harun. Abdullah Mamun, the eldest son ofHarhn, by a concubine, 
was born, it would appear, the same night, v Inch has therefore 
received from historians, the appellation of Leylut-e-Hashemiah, the 
night of the Hashemites ; being distinguished by the death of one 
Khalif, the enthronement ofanothei, and the birth of a thud. . 

The death of U1 Haudy has however been ascribed by histori- 
ans to a variety of esuses. According to the statement of one of them, 
a wmrm was generated in his bowels, which prevented him alike 
from rest and sustenance, and in three days, after, producing the 
most cruel suffering, put a period to his existence. This was pro- 
nounced by his mother a judgment for his crimes. Another state- 
ment IS introduced to allege, that his women were bribed by the 
money of Kheizraunah, to smother him with bolsters, while over- 
come with wine and debauch.* By a third, it is ascribed to an 
immediate manifestation of di^une justice, for an act of wanton 
and dehberate cruelty, Some daj'^s previous to his disolution, while 
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ftmiisiiig himself in thcneighhourhoocl of Eissa-ahacl, aFc^^sh 5 or car- A. H. 170. 
pet spieadcr, \\ns cmployocl in unlolding some hangings to intercept ^ 
tlic Mcw of the nniltilude from U1 Handy, when the latter suddenly 
demanded of his courtiers hether they thought he had sufficient 
skill to lodirc an arrow in the heart of this man. At tlie same time 

O 

that thev gave him full credit for his skill, they honestly represented 
the aliocious inhumanity of imbruing his hands m the blood of his 
unconscious and unofl'ending attendant. The Khahf was, however> 
not to be dissuaded from his rash experiment, and the unfortunate 
and unsuspeetmg Femsli, rcceiMiig the arrow through his body, 
expired on ihc'^pot. The foul deed immediately struck the wretched 
monarch In all its horrors. He sent for all the lelatives of his 
murdered domestic, and endeavouied, byall the saciifices in his power, 
to satisly and aiipoasc their resentment. But the just vengeance of his 
' creator was not to be averted. An eruption made its appearance on 
the upper part of his foot, in the shape of a small pimple, wdiich 
though It w as the employment of four persons to rub, or chafe it 
w itliout intermission, never suflered him to enjoy a moment's repose. 

It at last produced a mortification, the odour of which w’as so ofFen- 
sne, that it became almost impossible to approach the apartment 
in which he lay. In this state he languished to the third day, wdien 
he sunk into the arms of death. 

This event, whatever were the circumstances by w'hich it was TankhTebry^ 
occasioned or attended, is stated to have taken place at Eissa-abad, a 
dependency of the district of Mossfil, on the eighth day of the-first 
Rebbeia, of the year one bundled and seventy U1 Hc\dy being as 
yet no more than six and tw^euty, and having reigned but thiiteen 
months and some days, calculating from the demise of his predecessor. 

He was buried m one of liis gardens at Eissa-abad, his brother 
Harun peiforming the funeral obsequies over his grave. In his per- 
son he IS described to have been tall , in his countenance handsome 
and in complexion fair. His lower hp being, how^ever, shorter than 
the uppei, and his upper teeth longer than the lip, w^ere so protruded 
as to give to his visage an appearance rather ludicrous, and to pro- 
cure him the nick-name of Mussa Ettebaka, Mfissa shut youj 
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moutli. In other respects, he has been branded to posterity as an 
inexorable and sanguinary tyiant, unsparing m his dispensation of 
tlie laws of public justice, which, uiitcmpered with merc}^, he 
administered to the extremity of rigour ^ 

Urrashid B’Illaii liARUN,-)- tlic son'of Mcliedy, fifth Khalifof, 
the, house of Abbas, on the night on whicli his brother peiislied in the 
manner above lelated, ■\\as securely established, through the prompt 
and united exertions of Yahcya the son of Khaled, and the abover 
mentioned Ilarctlimah, or llaithcmah, on the thione of the Khelau- 
fut. HaMiig performed the last duties to the lemains of Ul Handy;, 
the new monarch hastened the next day to the metropolis of Bagh,- 
d^d , where, uitli the seal of state, he consigned to Yaheya the son 
of Khaled, of u hose piudence and aKachinent he had experienced 
repeated proofs, the entiie and absolute management of his empire. 

In the ensuing month of Shavaul, his favoiite consoit, Zobaidah, 
■was deliveied of Mahommed ul Ainein, just seven months and twenty 
days after his accession $ 

At the peiiod of his exaltation, Haiun had attained to his t\yo 
and twentieth year, liaung been born at Ilc'ti, or Key, while his fa- 
ther was residing at that city, and the birth of Fazzel the son of 
Yaheya, talcing place ten da\s afterwards, his mother A\as chosen for 
the nurse of Harfin, and Fazzel became thus the foster brother of Ins 
future sovereign, a circumstance which may further account for the 
unbounded influence enjoyed, under the reign of this monarch, by . 
the illustrious family of Barmek. 

As the allegiance of the principal officers of the army had been 
already pledged, at the lequisition of Ul Had}'-, to his nephew Jauf- 
fer, Hai fin’s eailiest attention was directed to remove this embar- 
rassment, and the young prince was accordingly prevailed upon to 
make a public abdication of his claims, declaring, that he freely 
absolved from their engagements', those who had sworn to be faithful to 
himself, and that the imperial dignity had justly devolved to his unclp 
Harfin. 

♦KbpJaussut-iJ-akbbaur. + By tbc grace of God, the sage, discreet, prudent* 
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AVlicn every precfiution liad been thus taken to secure his rights 
agiunstall competition, Ilariin, as he was standing one day surrounded 
by Ins troops near the bridge of the Tigris, i elated to his minister 
Yahc'^a that he had received from his father, a ruby, the value of 
\ihich had been estimated at one bundled thousand dirhems * This 
beautiful jewel, as he w'ore it on one of his visits to U1 Hady, had 
unfortunately excited the cupidity of that piince, and he was sur- 
pnsed on liis wa\ home, by a message desiring that it might be 
immediately sent to him "When this unexpected request w'as 
communicated to hum he happened to be on that part of the bridge 
near which thee now stood, and feeling himselt not a little piovoked, 
he drew the ring Irom his huger, and immediately cast it into ‘the 
nvi'r. lie acknow ledged at the same time, that a period of five 
months had elapsed, since the circumstance had taken place, 
Kc\erlheless he now desued that some duers might be immediately 
emplo^ed to try whether they could notrccoiei his ring. These 
men, notwithstanding their representations of the impracticability of 
succeeding in such an attempt after such a lapse of time, w ere accord- 
ingly diicctcd to plunge into the stream of the Tigris; and having 
sulficiently explored the bottom of the river, they at last, contrary 
to all expectation and probability, brought up the ung ; which, as an 
omen auspicious to lus reign, was received bv Harun with abundant 
satisfaction Such a circumstance may peihaps, by many of our 
readers, be considered too romantic loi seiious histoiy, nevertheless 
finding It almost immediately on the threshold, Ave have not been 
able to reject it entirely. AYe shall now pioceed to the more 
important events, such as they stand rccoided in the manusciipt 
before us, of the reign of this celebrated monarch, Avhose name and 
private history are alieady so familial to our eailiest lecollections. 

Although the seals of his government had, m the manner already 
Telated, been consigned by Haiun to his minister Yaheya, of the race 
of Baimek, the dowager Kheizraunah had, m a great measure, 
resumed the influence which she had been seen to exercise, dirino- 
the reign of Mehecly. Nothing w'as therefore, for a long time, earned 
into execution by the minister, wuthout the pieifious consiJeraiion 
and sanction of that princess. In the mean time, Harun, who 
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seems to have embarrassed himself as little as possible V'ith the cares 
of sovereignty, was engaged about this period on a visit to the ancient 
city of Tuss, vhich he repeopled, and restored to a state of repair. 

In the commencement of the year one hundred and seventy -three,* 
on her leturn from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, Kheizraunah reposed, in 
the arms of death, from the anxieties of ambition. An event which 
lodged the delegated authority of government, u ithout an associate, 
in the hands of Yahej'a. The latter being then emploj^ed in Khor- 
assaun, was immediately recalled, and his grandson, Abbas the son 
of Jauffer, appointed to succeed him as governor of that province. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-five, •]* Mahommed ul 
Amein, the son ofH&run by Zobaidah, then only in his fifth year, 
was declared heir apparent to the Khelaufut, to the exclusion of Ins 
elder brother ul Mamun : an anangement with which, as it was 
expected there might be some dissatisfaction among tlie people of 
Khorassaim, on account of the minority of Amein, Fazzel the son of 
Yaheya, the governor of the youug piirice, and the foster brother of 
Harun, was deputed to pieside over tliat province , instead of Abbas 
the son of Jauffer, who vas now lecalled, until the allegiance of that 
important part of the empire should be secured for the heir apparent 
elect. This object being however completed at the expiration of a 
twelve-month, Fazzel was himself recalled ; and the government of 
Khorassaim transferred by H^run to his own maternal uncle Otreif, 
the couzin german of Kheizraunah, heie stated to have been origi- 
nally of Yemen ; but being removed by the vicissitudes of war and 
fortune, to INIossul, and ultimately to Tebnstaun, she there fell into 
the hands of Mehedy, and became his favorite mistress. The address 
of Fazzel was next employed to secure for his pnpil the allegiance of 
Irak; and being equally fortunate in his exertions in that province, 
Ills services uere immediately remunerated by the government of all 
the territory lying to the westward and northward of Khorassaun ; 
including the dependencies of Rai, Koumiss, Tebnstaun, (the anci- 
ent liyrcania) and Kohestaun, Flamadaun and Nihawend, to the 
holders of Irak, together uith the u hole of Azerbayjan, and part of 
Armenia. 

• JuDc or Juh, A, D. 789. tA, D. 791, 
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^Vc are noAV bi ought to the }car one hmulrccl and seventy six. in / 
which Yalicva the son of Abdullah ul Hussey ny, the I'atunite, _ 
Tevoltod ac^inst the authority of Harun, and made himself master of 
the inaccessible proMnee of Tebristaiin. The fateof Ilusseyne, u ho 
fell near Mckkah. in the reign of.Ul Hady, has already occurred to 
the attention of the reader. He left two cousins, A'aheyaand Idris, 
brothers of the Mahoinmed and Ibrauhim, uho revolted, the one at 
J^ledcinah. and the other at Bassorah, m the time of UI Munshr. 
On the death of their relative near Mekkah, Yaheya and Idns con- 
trived to escape from the field of battle, the latter to Tiiijah, sup- 
posed to be Tangier on the coast of Africa, u here he successfully 
pioclaimcd the rights of his family, andA\as acknowledged by the 
people. But he was subsequently reached by the emissaries of Ul 
Iladv. and destroNcd by poison. Yaheya, on the contrary, directed 
his flight into (Julian, w here he w as cordially received by the natives, 
w ho recognized his authority, and soon enabled him to appear at the 
head ot a numerous army. 

The adjoining proMnee ofTcbnstaun being under the authontv of 
Tazzel Barinekky, an army of fifty thousand men was allotted to him 
by Harun, for the suppression of this re\olt against his government. 
IVith this force Tazzel proceeded to the city of Rai, where ho 
remained stationary for a twelve-month, engaged in a negociation 
with the insurgent Yaheya At the expiration of that period, he 
prevailed upon Yaheya by various promises to lay aside his hostile 
views, and to throw himself on the clemency of Haiun. Before he 
finally consented, however, to place himself in the hands of his enemies, 
Yaheya transmitted to Tazzel the schedule of a treaty, to which he 
required the signature of the Khalif, as a guarantee for the perform- 
ance of the conditions The treaty was accordingly conveyed to 
Harun ; and returned by him soon afterwards, with his own ratifica- 
tion, attested by the hand wnting of many of the principal members 
othis court, and of the most respectable citizens of Baghdad Ya- 
lieya no longer hesitated to commit liimselt to the protection of 
Tazzel, who proceeded without delay to conduct him towards the 
metropolis; addHarnn, onlus part,appearmginfinitely gratified bvthis 
attainment of his object, w ithout the hazard of a conflict, ordered 
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the streets of the city to be splendidly decorated for the receptioiTof 
Yaheya, -who was treated on the occasion with a distinction beyond 
his most flattering expectations, tie continued to experience the 
same liberal treatment for about five months ; but at the expiration 
of that period, on the pretence that some letters had been intercepted 
coming to him from the refractory Deylemites, he was thrown into 
prison. The sequel of his story will appear in due time. 

In the course of one bundled and seventy-seven,^ the government 
of Khorassaun was transferred, on the removal of Otieif, to Jlamzah 
Jthe son of IMalek. That of Egypt was about the same time bestowed 
-upon Jaufier Barmekky, the son of the prime minister, and the parti- 
cular favorite of Harun. Hamzah enjoyed his authority for about 
a twelve month, when he was recalled, and the noble and extensive 
province under his jurisdiction, consigned to the able and accom- 
plished Fazzel. This latter took possession of his government in one 
•hundred and seventy-eight,*|' and during the period of seven yeais, in 
uliich It is here said to have continued under his authoritj’-, although 
we do not exactly comprehend how this is to be reconciled with tlie 
appointments and removals, vhich vill immediately appear, icndercd 
himself not less distinguished by his exemplary justice and iiitegiitjq 
than by his consummate prudence and abilities. The following year 
Jaufler V as sent for by Harun, to appease the commotions which are 
acknowledged about this period to have arisen in Syria ; such indeed 
as to have required the services of some ol the most distinguished 
captains in the empire ; and among others of Ilarethmah the son of 
E}un, who vas vithdraun on the occasion from his command in 
Africa. Supported, however, by the presence and exertions of this 
mble commaiulei and his associates, Jaufier succeeded in a short 
tune, 111 restoring the tranquillity of his province ; and in the course 
of the year consigning it to the charge of a dcjiuty, repaired to Bagh- 
dad. Notv ithstanding the circumstance j'ust related, with respect to 
his biother Eazzcl, the government of Khoi-assatin was now conferrrd 
upon Jautfer, that of Sj ria, with probably that of Ea'} pt, being 
assigned to his son Eissa. In tiic course of tin’ same year, baling 
contracted some dislike to the metropolis of Bairh( a 1 , becau-'i*, as lie 
^dleefi^'d, the uir of the place did not agree with Ins ( onstitiitiori, 
Jlaiun transferred his risidence to K.ikkah on the Eupliratcs, (tiie 
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tmciont Nlocpliorium) here stated to be a dependency of ISIossCilc, 
ba\ in? rstablislicd U1 Aniein in the government of the capital. From 
Ixakkah be removed, bon ever, in a short tunc to Hcirab, biitrccciv- 
in? some oficncc or other from the inlial)itants, be quitted that place 
alter addin? considerably to its buildings, and returned again to 
Rakkab, nbicb appears henceforward to have become liis principal 
and favorite residence. 

Dunn? the year one hundred and eighty, we are informed that 
Ilniiin vas cn?-aged at the head of a great arniv, in a religious expe- 
dition against the teriitorics of the Greek empire, of which, however, 
the author has furnished us uith no other circumstances, than that 
he reduced and laid in nuns, the city of Sefsauf, (the city of willows) : 
but whether this refers to the subsequent hostilities in the time of 
Kicephoriis the fust, during which, it is said, that he destroyed the 
city ol IIciaclca,on the Euxinc, it is not at present easy to determine. 
If the date is at all to he relied on, this invasion is, however, to be 
assigned to the reign of the ambitious Irene, whose contests with her 
son inav have encouraged the hostile designsof JIarun On his return 
fiom this expedition, Ilarun conferred the government of Khorassaun 
upon Ally the son of Eissa ben Mahan. But a charge of malversa- 
tion being conveyed against that chief, he was recalled at the expir- 
ation of a twelvemonth, being directed to leave his province under 
the administration of a deputy. The governor of Khorassaun ap- 
pointing his own son Taheya to command in his absence, hastened 
to Mndicate his conduct, loaded with a profusion of presents for the 
Khahf, uhom he found means to conciliate without great difficulty; 
and in short, to convince that he had been unjustly calumniated, 
lie was in consequence sent back in triumph, to wreak his vengeance 
on his accusers. About the same period an insurrection broke out in 
the territory of N issa, on the border of Khorassaun towards Kharezm» 
ot which, a certain rebel of the name of Ebenul Khateib, w^as at the 
head. But Ally the son of Eissa, being directed as the lieutenant 
ot U1 Mamun, now associated with his brother as cp-heir to the em^ 
pire, to oppose the insurgent, their chief was soon afterwards killed 
by that commander^ and the insurrection entirely suppresed. 
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cilucation had been entrusted to AbduhnMck tlic son ofSalah, of the A. R. I8a 
raccofAbbas, the latter -vviotc to llaiun soliciting that his pupil ^ ^ 
might not be left so totally destitute of all paiticipation in his favor. 

Some of the toAMis of Jc/zcirah, \Mth Mo'^sulc, and the territory 
ad]Ouung to the frontiers of Rum, ^ and the defiles of hlount Taurus, 
ere accordingl>) assigned to that prince, illi thetitleof jMiitcmmcn, or 
trust Mortlu, ^\lucll Mas conferred upon him at the same time by his 
father. To add the last solemnity to these arrangements, it is further 
said, that thetuo princes, T1 Amein and \31 Mamun, Aveie publicly 
SM orn in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah by their father, on this occa- 
sion, never to eng-age in hostilities against each other ; all the nobles 
of the empire on the s})ot M ere called upon to bear witness to the 
engagement , and the stipulations of tlic instrument of succession 
thus solemnly ratified, being then published aloud fiom the vestibule, 
llarun finally directed that a copy ot it ‘should be suspended at the 
door of the Kaaubah. Rut as the papei happened to drop from the 
hands of the peison employed to suspend it, the b atanders drew 
from the ciicumstanco, an omen inauspicious to the conclusion. 

They did not hesitate to predict that the expectations founded upon 
it, would nc^el be rcalued ; and that the haimony of the tavo bro- 
thers IV dS not destined to be of anj” duration. These important 
arrangements dispatched, Ilariin retuined soon afterwards to Rakkah, 
sending U1 Amein to take up his abode at Baghdad. 

Hitherto the character of Ilarun, if it exhibits nothing pcculiaily 
attiactive, may neveitheless be contemplated, if not Mith approba- 
tion, certainly without aversion , but it is said that one of the inse- 
parable properties of arbitrary poiver, is to peiveit and vitiate the 
noblest propensities of the heart. At all events the story winch dow 
claims our attention, of his unrelenting ciuelty to the illustiious 
race of Barmek, Mdio had so long sensed him with such distinguished 
proofs of zeal and fidelity, would lead us to infer, that in a period 
of seventeen years, from a prince of moderate, if not amiable qual- 
ities, he M'as become a detestable and sanguinaiy tiTant. 

Of this illustrious family, long knorvn to the western world un- 
der the designation of the Barmecides, the oriental writers have m 
general united to consecrate the memorj'^, to the esteem and applause 
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of postel^t3^ To Yahe3'a tlie prime minister, exclusive of his trans-« 
cendent wisdom, and the most exalted mental attainments, they 
have in particular ascribed every laudable and virtuous quality that 
can aspire to, or command the love and admiration of mankind. 
'Ills son Fazzel, together with the most unbounded hberalitv of dis- 
position, thev have endowed with the most exemplar^" and ardent 
zeal ' to promote the ends of justice. For Jautfer, another of the sons 
of Yaheya, in addition to all these qualities, which he also possessed 
in a vei 3^ eminent degree, the3" claim an unrivalled excellence m skilful 
penmanship, and elegance of composition ; the former an acquire- 
ment of no tnfling value, before the inestimable discoverv of the art of 
printing had superseded its importance. To Mahommed the third, they 
• have assigned tliemost exalted magnammitj’^; andon Mussa, the fourth 
son' of this enviable parent, thej’- have bestowed the wreath of prowess, 
and intiepiditj'- of mind, in which he is said to have surpassed all 
.parallel or competition. In short, such was the influence implanted 
in the bosom of Barun bj*" this unrivalled displaj*" of talents and 
virtue, that from the earliest period of his accession, to the j’^ear one 
hundred and eight3'-seven, when his disposition towards them un- 
derwent a fearful change, the entire administration of his exten- 
sive dominions, in all its departments, was entrusted to the sole 
and exclusive management of Yahej’^a, and the admirable band of 
bi others whom we have just described ; with this on Ij'^ distinction, 
that Fazzel, and Jauflfer, but the lattei m particular, enjoj^ed a 
more unreserved and intimate share in the confidence of their sover- 
eign ; which the3’' nobly justified by the brightest example of hber- 
alit}' and beneficence. 

AFhen their father became advanced in rears, Fazzel and Jauffer 
were alternatelj' emplojmd, at the disci etion of Harun, as his depu- 
ties in the civil administration of the empire , that being a branch of 
the service from which, by their mihtary designation, the two other 
brothers, Mahommed and Mussa, both Ameirs, or generals in the 
armv, appear to have been excluded. Aaheva had at the same ti ae 
other childien,and each of the sons w'as the parent of a numerous 
famili’: which promised to continue the name to a remote postcrit3 » 
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Each wa? tVislincui'^liccl hy the highest cmplo^nnent'; of the stale, A. II. 18(7. 
either eivil or niihtnrv ; and all giew great under the influence of P 
their father’s acUnoMledgcd talents and superior ahililics. Tankh 

It has been alreadv intmvatod that of the t^^o elder brothers, Fazzcl Tcbij. 
and xlaufier, the latter entosed a mote distinguished share m the 
Khalil’s fax or, this is. perhaps, to he accounted for hv the folloxxing 
oireviinstance. We hue seen it stated on a former occasion, that 
Ea 7 /cl XX as the foster brother of IJnriin, nursed at the same breast. 

A tie xxhieh jirodueed bet\xi\t them, as might haxc been expected, 
the elosc-xt inlima''y and alieclion. Hence in process of time, Eazzel 
became the associate of his master’s most prixatc pleasures, from 
xxhieh a liberal indiil^enee in xxinc xxas not excluded. But as these 
scenes ol iiuhilc' nee jiasscd in the midst oi the xxomen ol the Kha- 
lil’s familx . and XX ere luMs^litened hx* all the charms of poctr}’ and 
nuisio. r.i//(. 1 found it extromelx’ dillu iilt to close his exes against 
the fascination xxhieli surrounded him. He therefore prudently xx ith- 
droxx hnns<'lf trom the sjicll. and nboxe all th.ngs, ex'cr aftcnx’ards 
abstained fiom the use ol xx mo. Whether tins xx as considered as 
a tacit condovimatiou ol the debauched and clTeminnte life of his so- 
xcreign. xxe are led vo determine. 'I'he f.»xor of llarun xxas, hoxx'- 
ex’or soon alierwards transferred to .Taufler. xxdio became then, to his 
misfortune, the insejiarable companion of those pleasures, from 
xxhieh lus brother had, to all apjicarance, so prudently xxithdraxxn. 

Brol.en xxitli ago, and the raics and anxieties of his important and 
laborious trust. Yahexahad long since besought lus master’s permis- 
sion to rotue fiom oHice, and pass the remainder of lus daxs at j\Iek- 
kah. In this hoxxexcr, he had not been able to succeed , Harun 
alleging from lime to tunc, that as lus sonsF izzcl aiulJauffer xx'ere both 
cmmently qualified for the \ uaurut, he might appoint either of 
them that he thought piopcr, to odiciate m lus room, that he xx’^ould 
be abxMxs prepared to attend to such mcasui.sas they xx'ere disposed to 
submit foi the sanction of lus oicleis. lie should only require of them 
still to ax'ail thomselx'es of the matured counsels and experience of 
their fatlier, by subjecting such oulers to lus consideration, prexuous 
to their final execution. At the same time, though lie foibore to 
acknoxx ledge it, the inclinations of Haiun xvere alieady disposed m 
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favor of Jauffer. But as Yaliej’^a does not appear to have been aware 
of the piefeience, he made choice of Fazzel, to whom he accordingly- 
entrusted the seal of his sovereign ; and Fazzel continued for a period 
of two years to exercise the functions of the Vizzauiut, or prime 
ministr}'-, as his father’s locum-tenens ; Hariln all this ,time tacitly 
acquiescing in the choice. At the expiration ofthat period however, he 
conferied the ministry upon his favorite Jauffer ; and taking the seal 
from Fazzel, he sent it to Yaheym with the following message. “ As 
“ thou art the best judge of their qualifications, it is of course at thy 
“ option to lodge my seal with either of thy sons, as may best accord 
“ with thine own discretion. Nevertheless I would remind thee, 
“ that for my part, it is far from my intention that it should be disposed 
“ of to either, contrary to thy inclinations.” Yaheya now retained 
the seals m his own hands, and continued to discharge the duties of 
the A^izzauiut without a substitute until that period in which his 
fortunes weie destined to experience a dreadful and memorable 
reverse. For continues the author, in this world is there that man 
•w^ho will venture to affirm, that, eithei among the ancient Persians, 
or the more recent soveieigns of Isslam, any monarch hath ever 
assigned to minister or peer that influence over his government, and 
the domestic concerns of his family'", which was enjoy'-ed by Yaheya, 
and his sons ; and after all, that it should have terminated so deplor- 
ably ? 

A variety'- of reasons have, however, been assigned for the disgrace 
and rum of this celebrated famlly^ And first of all, the protracted 
period of their ascendancy ; for, when a person has continued long 
in the management of affairs, it is observed, that he will unavoida- 
bly have created a number of enemies, because it is impossible to 
please the whole woild. Aware of this lesult, Yahey'-a besought his 
discharge from office, and "was disappointed. As another circum- 
stance which contiibuted to the fall of the race of Barmek, it is 
stated, that there lived at Rakkah, a person called Mahommed the 
-so of Laith, surnamed Abu Rabbeia, related to the family of the 
prophet, and not less distinguished for his pious and blameless life, 
than for his capacity and literary'" attainments. By such consideia- 
tions he had become a kind of oracle with the people ; but unfor- 
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pt\lolv rccon'iii" ';ome offoncc from Yalmvn, lio resented tlie injury 
by inipeacluna: liim to the Klialif as a luofliyate and al)andoned 
'/cndici''t. “ ] ^o^^ ‘^aid he in tlie letter uliuli be addressed to 
Ilarunon the occa'^ion, ‘MmII tlit-n so^clcl"n ansuci to liis creator 
“on the awful day ot retribution, oi what ])ossiblc reason w ill he 
“ allcyc foi jdacing the destinies of a faithlul jirojilc at tlie disposal 
“ofYalKwa the son ofKhalcd, his sons, and the other branches ofhis 
“ faniilv, deeply ]iolluted as they are bv the jirinciplcs of Zcndicism, 
“ and infidelity in its most peinicious form To this niale\olent 
accusation Yaluw a w as no stianirer, allhoucrh he seemed to treat itw ith 
‘Silent contempt, until one day that llarun pointedly intenogatcd 
him, as to what he thoiuiht of tlic idiaracter of Mahommed the son of 
Laith “ lie IS my lord,” then replied Yahc^a on his part, “an 
“ lu pocritical miscreant, not less to be reprobated for the depravity 
“ ofhis principles, than for the pernicious doctrines by wdiich he has 
“ contrived to seduce the minds of the people ; a base and malignant 
“slanderer, w ithout faith and w'ltliout religion in an^' shape ” In 
the same strain he proceeded fuithor to delineate the character ofhis 
accuser, uiild he produced at last, in the mindof Harun, that impres- 
sion to his disadvantnc-e, which terminated in the confinement of his 
person The accusation continued to operate, nevertheless, in the 
recollection of the Khahf, the religious peisuasion of the famil}' of 
Barmek became with him from henccforw'ard the subject of perpetual 
inquiry, and the impressions wdiich w'crc already accumulating in his 
mind to their prejudice, derived additional force from the information 
w iucli he received on that subj'cct from such as were unfavorably 
disposed tow’ards his minister. 

Another circumstance which is described to have impeached the 
attachment, or integrity, of Yaheya and his family in the opinion of 
their soveieign, is the following. Wc have alieady noticed the 
manner in wduch Y'ahcya, the son of Abdullah the Hhsseynite, avIio 
had revolted in Tebristan against the authority of Harun, w^as pie- 
vailed upon through the intervention of Fazzel, to commit himself 
to Ins protection ; the reception of that insurgent at BaghdM, and 
his subsequent seizure and imprisonment. Harun, not possessing on 
this occasion sufficient confidence iii any one but Jauffer, committed 
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the unfortunate captive to his custody, with a particular charge to 
adopt the strongest precautions against the possibilit}' of liis escape. 
Yaheya continued under this species of restraint for sonie tune ; until 
one evening that he contrived to interest in his favor the compassion 
Of his keeper. “Alas Jauifei,” exclaimed he, “knoA^ing whose 
“ descendant I am, independent of any other chum to thy respect, 
“ canst thou thus consent to bean accomplice in my death ? Reflect 
“ also on the solemn treaty, by which alone I was persuaded to lay 
“ myself at the mercy of those, who have so basely violated their 
“ engagements with me.” “ From this moment,” replied JaiifTcr, 
“ thou art at liberty , go where thou wilt: and I will be responsible 
“ to Rashid.” Yahc^'^a accordingly made his escape; but as the 
ciicumstance became kno^^n to Fazzel, the Khalit’s chamberlain, he 
immediatety reported it to his master, vhose patience on discovering 
the truth of the report is something remarkable. The next day, 
while engaged at his repast, the Khalif, with an appearance of indif- 
ference, demanded of Jaufler how matters stood vith his prisoner. 
Jaufler replied that lie was, as he had been directed to be, in close 
and rigorous confinement. “ By my head and existence is it so,” 
said Ilarun, with a serious air* after a momeiu’s pause, Jauffcr ven- 
tured to acknowledge that he could not presume to stake the sacred 
person of his sovcieign to a falsehood. Tliat knowing him to be a 
just and innocent man, the descendant of his prophet, and the kins- 
man of Ills master, his heart had melted for tlie unhappy prisoner; 
and 111 short, that he had suflered him tomakcliis csca]ie. Dissem- 
bling his indignation, Ilarun professed to aj)j)ro\e ofwhathehad 
done, telling him that he had only anticipated liis own intentions, 
and that it was a proof that their minds wcic true to the same 
iinjuilse. But though he concealed Ins displeasure in silence, it 
oiil\ sunk the deeper into his heart. 

'riiat which however apj)car> to have scaled the destruction of tins 
hitrlih di^tiiiLUiHlicdfainiK w as the follow incf circiiinstancc liaruiiliad 
an oldiT ^i^ttu of the name of Abba'^.di, older b\ a twehe month Ilian 
LI llad\, whom, when di«:posed to treat his brother with i loh’UM', 
slu' had IK \ t r faded to solteii In her intreatns; wiionislu had frt - 
ijucnth withheld from urging those extremities against lus dsclart-d 
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he the n'^-ult '1 lu'se good onico'?, *^0 essential to his preservation, ^ ^ 

Av ere not (orgotten hv Ilarun on his accession to the throne. lie 't’-'okli 
(listinctnishcd Al)ii.is.ili hy tlic highest maiks of favor , she became 
tiie dejiocil irv ofall his secicls, the associate of his coinivi.d enjo}’^- 
ments, and in short, ol all the worM, the most intimate in lii*, confi- 
dem 0 and reirard. Of that social circle, to Avhich the Khalil’s 
sister. AMth man\ more of the lo\elii“st ionialcs in the impel lal familv, 

A\ ere ecncraliv admitted, .lautler, on the Aohintary scclnsioii of his 
brother, had become .1 constant attendant. Jhit finding himself at 
length consulorabK einbarr.issod by the presence of Abbasah, he 
began to apprehend tliat some tune or other, cithei Iaa SAords 01 looks, 
he might h(‘hctra\ed into some error fatal to his peace. JIc there- 
fore, like Ins brother, deternnned f«»r the future to decline these 
dangerous iiiterv lew s. I'lic KiialifAvas not long a stranger lo Ins 
inotnes. and he surprised him one d.iyAvith a proposal to make 
Ahhasah Ins wife, on condition that he Avould engage ueAer to see 
her bill mills jiresence* never to come in contact with her person, 
or to claim anv of those privileges usual with man and wife, that 
alone cxcejiti'd ol sinnig in the same cnclc with her. To these con- 
ditions .lanfler suhnnssn civ subscubed, and Abbasah became accord- 
ingly Ins bride Thev met as UbUal, and at a respectable distance 
conversed together m the jircscncc ot Ilarun. But Abbasah hajipened 
to be one ol llic most beautiful Avomcn m the palace of the Ivhelau- 
fnt, and .lauflrcr waslnnisidfa very handsome and accomplished man. 

Tlie result is notdiiricult to foresee. They contrived to meet where 
Ilarun was not an associate of their intci views, and Jauffci’s wife 
became tlie mother of a bov^ The infant was privatel}"^ conveyed to 
IMekkah, there to be brought up in charge of two faithlul female 
attendants But about a tvvelv'e month afterwards, in a quairel w^itli 
one ot her maids, Abbasah, Avithout adverting to consequences, struck 
her , and the girl m a fit of resentment, found means to disclose the 
dangerous secret of the child, to him, of all the Avoild, from Avhom it 
,was most necessary that it should be concealed. Harun removed the 
revengeful female from the service of Abbasah, and placing her 
t immediately among the aa omen ot his OAvn hkram, chaiged her to 
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forbear from conveising on tlie subject witli any one; adding 
this circumstance to the other arguments of displeasure with which 
his mind was now become sufficiently exasperated against the 
whole family. In the mean time he contrived to ascertain the 
retreat of Yaheya, the Hussejmite, nlio had sought an asylum m 
Khorassaun ; n here Ally the son of Eissareceived timely instructions 
to adopt the'necessar}'- measures for seizing and securing his person. 

The aversion of Harfin was by this time inevocably confirmed 
against every individual of the family of his once favoiite minister* 
Both he and his son Jauffiei, in particular, were become equally 
odious to their sovereign. And the aged statesman receiving m his 
intercourse with the Khalif, daily proofs of this unfavorable change 
to his prejudice, in vain attempted to address him, to iiitreathis per- 
mission on the subject of retiring from office. Haiun continued to 
temporize with him, until Yahe^a the Ilusseynite, being torn from 
his retreat m Kliorassaun b}*- Ally the son of Eissa the tyrannical 
governor of that province, was conveyed under proper security to 
Rakkali, and there immediately put to death : and the apprehensions 
of Har&n being thus laid at rest on that point, he no longer delayed 
to bring his account with the race of Bainiek to a close. In the lat- 
ter end of one hundred and eigh^y-six* he was engaged on another 
pilgrimage to Mekkah, in which he took care thatYaheya the minister, 
and his four sons should all of them attend him. At Mekkah, when 
he had absolved himself of the obligations connected with the sacred 
visit, he caused the infant child of Abbasah to be brought before him. 
He was struck Avith the singular beaut}'- of the little innocent, and 
with the stions: resemblance which it bore to its mother. Neverthe- 
less he determined that it should die. But considering on calmer 
leflection that this helpless innocent was unconscious of offence, it 
was for the present spared. 

On his Return from hlekkah, Harun availed himself of some occa- 
sion or other to make a halt of tliiee days at a station near Anbaur, 
on the river Euphrates. On the last of those days, he invited the 
three brothers, Fazzel, and Jauffisr, and hlussa, to his presence, and 
having caressed them with an appearance of extiaordinarj’' cordiality, 
lie dismissed them once more to their quaiters, with rich Khelautsj 
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flic cu‘-tonvai\ oflionor. Smiil.ir mnrk'; of cxtrnovcHnnr}' kincT- A IL ifiC.? 

nc ‘:'5 \\orcl>t“'to\\od \ipon llicir father Yaheya , so that the alarms A D no 3 . 
A\ Inch h.ul been recently a\\ akencil in their minds were, hv these r.inkh 
ineaii'^, in a gieat mensure di'^jielled. When they assembled at Ttbry. 
afternoon jirayer'^. 1 larhn obser\ed todanfier, ^Mth his usual famili- 
aritv, that he w a*? determined that night to enjoy himself ^\ ithout 
re^^traint in the ‘:ocielj of his \\omen ; and that he ‘.hould onl\ dis- 
peiicc AMth hi‘^ attendance on the express condition that he should 
be ciiinlarh rmplnved. .laulfei retired to his rpiarlcrs, and the 
Khahf w ithdrew. a*- he ‘>aid he sliould, to the a))arlmcnts ol his 
ANOUK 11 and b( took him‘'( It to his habitual indulgence in amiic. In a 
little tune he sent one of his domestics to iiuiuiic if JaufTer ANas 
cn2:.iged 111 the smiK' harmless dissipation. ]''inding that such anus 
not the ease, the attendant appeared again AMth a message from 
Ilarun, ureing him In the life ol his master, to imitate his example 
ANiihout further delay ; foi that his amuc seemed deprived of all its 
zest, until he knew that his faithful daufler partook in the same 
cnjoAinents dauffer felt himself, at the same tunc, unaccountably 
alarmed, and aN CISC to such a gratification, and reluctantly Avith- 
draAN iiiii to Ills ehamber. called for the exhilarating bcA erage. It hap- 
pened that he A\as attended by a faAoritc blind minstrel, of the name 
of Bou/ijaur, to anIioiu, after a few goblets, he could not forbear from 
conunuiucating his apprehensions. The minstrel treated them as 
merclt imaginary , roused his mastei to banish them from his thoughts, 
and resume liis usual cheerfulness. But dauffer further declared, 
that he found it impossible to dispel the uneasiness Avhich seemed to 
haunt him About the hour of eA'cning prayer, anothei messenger 
arrived fiom Ilarun Avitli a present of nuts and SAveetmeats for dauffer, 
as a relish to lus an me, from his oavii table. 

AVhen midnight came, Harun quitted the apartments of lus Avomen, 
and AN ithdrcAV to lus oAvn. Calling for ISIessrour the eunuch, 
lus faA'orite and confidential domestic, he directed him to convey 
dauffer to lus tent, AAhere he was, Avithout fuither preliminary, to 
strike off the head of that distinguished minister, and laj’^ it in his 
presence, Messrour proceeded accordingly, and entering the apart- 
ment Avhile Bouzgaur Avas singing some Arabic veises, stood sudden^ 

YOL. JI*- I, 
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Jauffcr requested to know where he was to find him; and ivas 
informed that he had just left the apartments of the women, and 


retired to his own. lie then intreated that he might be permitted to 


withdraw for a moment to ‘^peak to the vomen of his family; this 


last indultrence was withheld, ]Mes<?rour observing, that anv instruc- 
tions vhich he had to communicate, might as well be delivered 
where he was. This he was accordingly con'^trained to do, after 
w’hich he accompanied Mc^^srour to his tent«:, on entering which, 
the latter immediately drew h,s sword. Jautfer demanded that the 


Khahrsinstructionsmigiitbeexplained to him; andwhenthis wascom- 
plied with, cautioned tiio eunuch to beware how he carried into ex- 
ecution an ordci, wh'ch had e\ identl}* been given under the influ- 
ence of w me and inebrietv, lest when their sovereign should be 
restored to bis recollection, it might be followed by unavailing repen- 
tance and remorse. He further implored, by the memory of their 
past friendship, that he would return to the Khalil’s presence, and 
require his final commands. iSIessi our yielded to these intreaties, 


and appeared before Harun, whom he found in the situation in 
which he had left him. expecting his return. “Is this the head of 
“ Jaufferr” demanded Harun, “ Jaiificr is at the door, my lord, 
replied r\Iessrour with some trepidation; “I wanted not Jauffer,” said 
the tvrant sternl}’^, “1 wanted his head” This was conclusive of 
the fate of the unhappy favorite. iNIcssrour immediate^ withdrew, 
and returned w'ith the head of Jauffer, which was now laid at the 
feet of his ungrateful master. He was then directed by Harun to 
keep that bead by him, until he should receive his further orders. In 
the mean time, he was enjoined to proceed without delay andsecure the 
-.persons of Yaheya, his three sons, Fazzel, r^Iahommsd, and Hussa, 
and his brother Alahommed the son of Khaled ; all of w'hom h® 


■W'as immediately to convey to his quarters, and place under res- 
traint, seizing, without distinction, every article of property which 
belonged to them. These vindictive commands were earned into 
immediate and rigorous execution. The head of Jauffer was dis- 
-patohed the next day to be suspended to a gibbet, on the bridge of 
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Btiglidacl, ?ts a memorial perhaps to the licentious inhabitants ; after A. H. I8lh 
•v^hich Harfin continued lus journey to Rakkah. A.D 803.^ 

Stripped of all their wealth and honors, Yaheya and his brother Tankli ' 
ISIahommed were condemned to languish under all the seventies of 
the most rigorous confinement, until the former perished in his 
prison . when the survivor, whose estimable qualities were not inferior 
to those of any of his family, and whose irreproachable and blameless 
life V as proof against every accusation of guilt, received his enlarge- 
ment The other members of the lace of Barmek remained m 
custody, under every circumstance of distress and deprivation, until 
the whole of their agents and dependants were properly secured ; 
not one who had ever, in any shape, been concerned with them 
being suffeied to escape. The three surviving sons of Yaheya, 

JFazzel, Mahommed, and Mhssa, were then conducted to the presence 
ofHarun, T\lien he ordered them to be butchered before his eyes. 

The infant children of Fazzel and Jauffer, with all their kindred, 
were condemned to share their fate ; nor was a single individual of 
the nhole family, hlahommed the son of Khaled alone excepted, 

•destined to escape this furious and exterminating sweep. 

The execution of Jauffer Baira-ekky, which commenced this 
memorable manifestation of the effects of a tyrant’s displeasure, and 
which has been desciibed with some variation by different authors, is 
stated to have taken place, near Anbaur, on Saturday night, the first 
of <Suffur, of the year one hundred and eighty seven * Be this however 
as at may, the cold blooded and deliberate cruelty of HarCin on the 
occasion has deservedly exposed his raemorj to the odium and execration 
of posterity. And yet those whoieproach him the most, appear to 
- allow that, if the storj’’ of Jus sister had not been interwoven in the 
piece, there were some circumstances to be considered, by ivhich he 
might perhaps have been justified m all he did. But, say they, 
mJien that melancholy fact intrudes itself into the relation, every 
circumstance connected n ith it, seems to recoil to his own dishonor. 

Had he conducted himself with a common degree of patience or 
^loderation, the story would have been forgotten with the ordinary 
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occiirt-encea of the day : it would have been known, perhaps, only 
to a fe3V of his contemporaiies. "Whereas by the self-degradation 
Mhich attended the act, and the extreme rigor to vhicli he carried 
his vengeance, it will be propagated from one to another to the end 
of time; it will be read and recognized as something the very 
reverse of what should distinguish the conduct of the man of prudence 
and sound discretion And in truth, it is observed that, on the 
extermination of the Barmecides, the affairs of Haruir fell into 
immediate and irretrievable confusion. Treason, revolt, and rebellion 
assailed him in different parts of the empire. He felt himselt from 
disease unequal to the cares of government ; and he expiated, by a 
tardy and unavailing regret, his unfeeling cruelty to the lamented 
race of Barmek. 

To conclude this sketch of the splendid career, and miserable 
catastrophe, of a family so celebrated, perhaps we may be permitted 
to introduce, without an apology, the following observation derived 
from another source. Among the extraordinary occurrences which 
it has fallen to my lot to transcribe, says the author of the woik to 
T\hich we refer, that which I am about to mention is perhaps, not 
the least singular, or deserving our consideration. On some occa- 
sion or other, a certain historian relates, that he had an opportunity 
ofconsultmg a register or memorandum of Harunrasbid’s expenditure. 
In this, under a single date, he found recorded an article of that 
monarch’s munificence to Jaufler the son of Yaheya, that patron of 
excellence alone, which m gold and silver, in rich apparel and car- 
peting, spices, and perfumes, amounted to the value of thirt}*^ millions 
of dirhems."^ This may enable us to form some conception of the 
extent of Harun’s liberality to this distinguished family, while they 
enjoyed the sun-shine of his favor. Alas ! continues the same his- 
torian, in the very next page, I could not but remark, that the 
comparatively trifling sum of fourteen dinaurs, and half a daunkahjf 
sufficed to provide thebitumen and combustibles, necessar)" to consume 
the bones of the same Jauffer, so long and ignomimously suspended 

ko a gibbet at Baghdad. 

"At the lowest calculation^ 687,500/. 
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We are nliejxt^y appnzecl of t\ic metliod adopted hy Ally the 
hlalmnitc, to avert the punishment due to liis tyianny and exactions 
jn the government of Khorassaiin. The variety and splendour of the 
piescnts M ith which, on that occasion, he contrived to disarm the 
justice of Hariin, seem not less to have excited his astonishment. 
Of his minister, Yahcya, some tune befoie his disgrace, he had accoid- 
ingly demanded with an air of repioach, where they had hitherto 
contrived to conceal the wealth of Khorassaun , of that province which 
had been committed for so many years to the management of his 
eons ? That 'iiituous statesman told him, without disguise, that the 
riches vhich appeared to dazzle the attention of his sovereign, weie 
the propel ty of his subjects, -wicsted from them bj' the violence of 
their governor ; and that if he could conceive his master so dis- 
posed, it would not be difficult to produce him twice as much fiom the 
opulent inhabitants alone, of any single city in his dominions. 
The hint however produced no impression upon Harun ; Ally was 
sent back to his government with undiminished powers ; and remov- 
ing the seat of his authority to BMkh, he proceeded to decorate that 
city u ith his numerous palaces , and on thelands in the neighbourhood, 
which he had forcibly taken from the proprietors, he laid the foun- 
dation of the extensive and contiguous village of Ally-abad. A 
continuance of the same oppressive and arbitrary proceedings, 
produced from the inhabitants of Khorassaun fresh complaints 
against the tjoranny of their oppressor ^ their agent representing to 
HarOin on this occasion, that his lieutenant had accumulated such 
enormous wealth by his exactions, as to make it a serious question, 
■vihether he would not even treat an order of recal from his sovereign 
with contempt and defiance. In consequence of these representations 
the Khahf proceeded in person to Rey, or R^i, having previously dis- 
dispatched an order to require the attendance of the governor of Khoras- 
saun The latter again put in practice the expedient from which he 
diad before derived so much advantage. He hastened to meet his 
sovereign at Rey, and b}'^ sacrificing to the monarch, and the principal 
members of his court, a part of the fruit of his numerous exactions, 
once more succeeded in eluding the punishment due to his ciimes ; 
(pid he was again suftered to return to his government with impunity. 
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Siih'^rf^urnt to In'; jom‘n<^y to Hoy on tln^ orc.ision, nrrordinc^ fa 
the niitlionU , ^\hI(.ll nt j)H'‘=:cnl .scrM“> to ixuulc u^, arc to notice 
the lioslilitics in Ifarnn m .!»> cn^a^cil uiili llw'CJicfk nnjieror, 

(Niccplioru^l.) \\ lio j'rob.ilily took aihantac^r ol lim absence, to make 
some llnc.itcnini; mo\emonts low ards ilm terrilor\ of tiic Mosslem';. 
"Willi an arm} ol oiu* liundred llions.iiid men, Ilnrnn advanced to 
ojiposc and pnnisli tho a^'irrtssjon , .md in u trmmjdianl campaign, 
during \\ liieli lie is said to liau’ ndneed no small number of the 
principal low im of liis antagonist, he sn< rei drd in roinp.dlmg him to 
;i treat} of pt'ace, b} which the rcjiri si ntati\ r ol the Ciesars engaged 
liiniself to jia} to the Mns-,nhnan an annn il tiibiite of three hundred 
thousand dinanrs,” and to abstain for thr* Intnre from cm ro,iehinz en 
Ills frontier. On the l.uth ot thi'^ ( nzagenn nt, Ilarhn h ul w ithdrnwi 
into wesiein Irak , but the cold si ason si'ttmg in with nniisiial 
sc\erit}, and the ( irei k (Miijw'rnr (omening iinlortun.itr h that the 
troops ol the Kludaufut would b( unable to bra\ e the w inter siions 
ol Mount 'r.uirus, prifidioush brolte the trc.it} , and again assnled 
1110 Mahommed.ui boundary. N^^lMtlnhs^, on intelligence of tin'; 
'W'anton violation ofcngngements, 1 lariin immedialcl} retiaced lii-^stcpst 
and in the teiiilory of the (lufk, sign.di/ed lus ^engeancc In the 
capture and destruction <)f man} ol his noblest cities. The aggres- 
sor was compelled to rmiew the Ire, it} not iinprobabl} on terms of 
tiggravatcd hnnnliation, while ihoMClonous Ilarim was thus enahlcd 
to rcMsit Ills capital ol Rakkah, with additional triumph. Rnt 
'wherefore he received the ajipellulion of Lejhje, or litigious, winch 
is conferred upon him on this occasion, we do not immediately com- 
prehend ; unless indeed, ns A\ould better accord with circumstances, 
the term might be equally understood to imply the confounder. 
The liostilitics lliiis transiently noticed, have, at the same tune, 
Teen refoned, by other authorities, y to the year one hundred and 
ninety; when the revolt of Ran fiia tlie son of Laith, the grandson 
‘of Nnsscr Seyaur, at Samaikand, threatening to extend itself into 
Ivhorassaun, seemed in that quarter to have cicated sufficient 
^employment for the attention of Hariin. At all -events, tins is (i 
subject to w’hich the course of the narrative noiv conducts us, 

"" 187,500/, t hliolaussut-ul-aklibaur. 
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Possessed of a conspicuous and respectable station among tba A H 190. 
troops of Samarkand, and at the same time of a handsome and grace- A D 
fnl person, this man, the descendant of so celebiated a grXndsire, is .^ebrj^ 
accused of having devoted himself for the most part to the seducing 
society of ^^omen, and the no less eneivating indulgence of a habit 
of drinking. In his intercourse with the other sex, he happened to 
contract a violent attachment for the n ife of Yah ey a the son of Aish- 
auth, whose father was the Mouh\i, or freedman of Haihn. The 


lady, as an expedient to absolve heiself from her present connubial 
engagement, was prevailed upon, by the advice of her paramour, to 
profess a temporaiy apostac)'^ from her religion , and having thus 
qualified herself foi a divorce, she again recanted, and was immedi- 
ately espoused by the son of Laith. An account of the scandalous 
transaction being however conveyed to Harun, that prince transmit- 
ted his orders to the governor of Khorassaun, to inflict some ade- 


quate punishment upon Rauffia the son of Laith; to commit him to 
prison , and to separate him from his adulterous wife, whom he was to 
expose thiough the streets of Samarkand, with her face blackened, 
and riding upon an ass. The execution of these ordeis devolved 
upon Subman the son of Hamid, the subordinate governor of Samar- 
kand, ivlio accordingly imprisoned Rauffia, and took from him the 
v Oman ; but forbore to inflict any further punishment oi disgrace 
upon the ofifenders Shortly afterwards Rauffia escaped from liis 
prison, and came to Balkh ; where he contrived to conceal himself, 
until Ally the son of Eissa was prevailed upon, by some means or 
other, to grant him his paidon. He then returned to Samarkand , 
but finding that he could not, otherwise, openly contract himself to 
the object of his passion, he entered into a conspiracy ,with some 
persons clandestinely disaffected to the government, and putting Shh- 
man the son Hkmid to death, became complete master of the citv : 
the whole of the inhabitants immediately uniting m support of the 
usurpation. The revoltci availed himself of the earliest moment of 
power to announce his reunion to the woman of his affection. 

The lieutenant of Khorassaun, whose intolerable tyranny, together 
With the multiplied extortion of his agents, had greatlj”^ contributed 
to hasten the insurrection, first dispatched his son Eissa, with a 
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competent force to reduce the Samaikandians to their duty: but a9 
these troops were defeated, and their commander killed by Ilauffia 
at the head of the insurgents, he found it at last necessary to march m 
person into Tiansoxiana, where he experienced a similar discomfiture, 
though he contiived to escape with disgrace and loss to Meru. The 
insurrection hadby tins time extended toB&Ikli, where the inhabitants 
had risen, and massacred the deputy of the Mahan ite, and plundered his 
palace, with that of his father. The insurgents declared at the same 
time, that although they disclaimed, and would oppose the author- 
ity of Ally the son ofLissa, their attachment to Harun continued 
unimpaired They accordingly dispatched an express to announce to 
that prince the situation of affairs, and to explain to him without 
disguise, that, though they conceived the recal of his lieutenant 
indispensabl}^ necessary, he was become so formidable in his resources 
of men and treasure, that the most dangerous resistance was to be 
expected; unless the measuie was brought about with as touch 
mildness, and as little appearance of violence as possible. 

AThen these advices wmre communicated to llariin, he was 
immediately convinced of the necessity of at once guarding against 
such an untow'aid contingency, and of affording redress to the injur- 
ies of his people ; and he appears to have proceeded on the occasion 
with unusual and singular ciicumspection. lie sent for the veteran 
Harethmali, and announced to him that he w'as about to employ 
him on a service of great importance; the success of which depended 
so much on inviolable secrecj', that if he suspected even the shirt 
upon his body to be aware of it, he was immediately to cast it off. 
After awaking his attention by this curious preliminary, the Khalif 
proceeded to inform, him that, though it was for cogent reasons 
to be kept a profound secret, he was going to send him at the head 
of an army to take possession of the government of Khorassaun ' and 
as there existed some apprehension, if the design transpired, that 
Ally the son of Eissa might be induced to forsake his allegiance, 
and oppose liis march, he wms to circulate among the army a report 
that he w^as proceeding to the assistance of that chief, m the war in 
Tvhich he wms engaged, with Rauffia the son of Laith, and the 
insurgents m Soglidiana : that he was to write to Ally the son of 
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ris‘;a a letter announcing, that such was the design : and that he 
•was not to furnish the slightest intimation of the truth, until he 
armed at iSIern. lIcMasthen to secure the person of this obnoxious 
goicrnor , to sci/e all of his property that he could lay hands on, and 
send It to court. Alter which he Aias to detain him Mith fetters on 
his legs, hilc proclamation as made that all those who had suffeied 
bv his exactions mm;ht ha^c an oppoitunity, by the necessary proofs, 
to establish their chum to restitution, uhicii, if he presumed to 
•withhold, he was to be further put to the torture, until the fruits of 
bis uninst and inquitous spoliations, should have been taken from 
him to the \cry last article 

Further to disguise the oh'.cct whi:h he had in view’, the Khalif 
summoned an as';cmbly of the people, to w bom he explained in 
detail, the situation of Samarkand, and the rebellious proceedings of 
the son of Laith , and that in consequence of this rebellion, and of 
an application from Ally the Mahanite, for a rcinfoi cement of troops, 
he was about to dispatch to his assistance a pow’erful division ot his 
army, the command ol w Inch he destined for his servant Harethmah. 
He next authoii/ed that general to make a selection of twenty thou- 
sand men fiom the flower of liis troops, which, by the letters to the 
hlahamte, hega^e him to understand, were immediately to proceed 
to his assistance. In the mean time, m order that the circumstance 
might continue to all but thcmseUcs an entire secret, the Khalif 
drew up for Harethmah in his owm hand writing, his commission lor 
the government of Khorassaun. "With the commission he also w’rote 
three letters. One addiessed to the troops of the province, calling 
upon them to put themselves under the orders of Harethmah ; ano- 
ther to the inhabitants in general, to the same purpose , and the third 
to Ally the son of Eissa, charging him to resign his authority, to the 
person whom he had sent to supersede him. The latter was conceived 
in the following terms. “ Thou son of a profligate mother ! after all 
“ that I have done for thee, after raising thee from an obscure soldier 
“of my guards, to authority and eminence, after conferring upon 
“thee the important government of Khorassaun, contrary to the 
“ united declaration of my ministers, that it w’as an einplo^mient, 
“ with which It was improper to trust thee ; the compensation which 
VOL. n. is 
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A H 100-191 “ thou bast made me, lias been to tyrannize over thy brother Mussub 
A. D. 806-807 ct Ilians, and to bereave me of the hearts of my people. Know then 
T-nikli ec fiiat I have sent Harethmah, 7!oi lo as'fist f/icc, but to bind thee m 
tc <;;liains ; to take fiom tliee thy ill acquired wealth, and to bring thy 
“ agents to a strict account of then conduct. To demand from thee 
“ that piopcrty of wdiich thou hast unjustly despoiled the Mosslems, 
“ and to compel thee to restore to the suffcrcis, all that to which 
“ they shall be sble to establish their claim. To him therefore thou 
“ wilt resign thy authority, and him at thy peril thou art to obey m 
“ all that he shall tell thee.” These letters, together wdth his com- 
mission, were put into the hands of Harethmah, wdio proceeded in 
due time on his march into Kliorassaun. But to prevent the possi- 
bility of connivance, or of collusion between these two powerful 
geneials, the expedition w'as accompanied by Amein, or as he 
has been otherwise called, Redpi, one of Hariin’s confidential domes- 
tics , w ho wms employed as a bridle, or check, upon the proceedings 
of Harethmah. 

Having advanced to the other side of Rey, or Rai, Harethmah no 
longer delaj'ed to Aviite, as he had been instructed to do, to apprize 
the IMahanite that he was coming, by the orders of their sovereign, 
with a poweiful reinforcement to his aid. On his arrival at Xeysha- 
pur, he stationed one of his officers, wdth a considerable garrison, m 
comffiand of that city, instructing him however to give it out in the 
neighborhood that he was immediatel}’’ to follow his general, never- 
the less he was not to quit that station until he was assured that he 
had entered hleru. Harethmah proceeded next to Seikhes, 
and ultimately to IMeru, without experiencing the smallest 
opposition; the Mahanite verj’’ peaceably appealing at the gates of 
that citj*^ to receive him. The two chiefs entered the town together 
most amicably, vying with each other in mutual concessions of pro* 
cedence and respect : and in this friendly kind of contest they 
continued until they reached the palace of government, into which 
they both retired ; the troops of Harethmah remaining however on 
horseback, without quitting their saddles. Tl'^hen they had partaken 
together of the repast which had been provided for them, the Mahan- 
ite accosted his guest with a proposal that, now they were in a con* 
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vcniont place, they might as well enter upon the business which had . 
broiurht him to Mcru. “ The commander of the faithful," observed : 
Ilarethmah, “hath charged me ^Mlh a letter which I am to deliver 
“ thee.” Tlien calling him on one side, itli his secretary he drew 
from his bosom the Icttci of Ilarnn, which he now presented to him. 
The iSlahanile unclosed the important packet, apparently without 
perturbation , but ivlicn he cast his eyes on the appellation of Eben 
iilZauniahjOflspnngof an impure mother, by nhicli hc\\as addressed 
at the head of the letter, a sudden tremor seized his hands. lie 
summoned hon c\ cr snfiicicnt icsolution to peruse it thiough; only 
remarking, \\ilh some bitterness, that the opprobrious epithet applied 
to him was but too justly merited, since he had sulfercd himself to 
be thus tamely surpiiscd, under his own roof, in a manner that w’as 
alone worth} of the most profligate and abandoned class of society , after 
Inch he icsigned himself w ithout thcslightest resistance to his bonds. 

The person of his predecessor thus quietly secured, Haiethmah 
proceeded without delay to execute the further commands of his 
soicreign , which, with equal cheerfulness and gratitude, both the 
troops and inhabitants of the province hastened to obey. In the 
cathedral mosque of Meru, day after day, w’as the Mahanite com- 
pelled before the w hole people, to attend w’lth fetters on his legs, 
until entire restitution had been made to every individual wdio had 
suffered from his unjust and tyrannical exaction^. After all, there 
remained, as w'e shall see by and by, a prodigious surplus, to be con- 
veyed to the impel lal exchequer. In the mean time, while 
Ilarethmah was employed in enforcing justice against this degraded 
proconsular, the affairs of Ilaufiia acquired at Samarkand a most 
formidable ascendancy , the wdiole of Mauwerunneher, the country 
beyond the Oxus so called, having now united to acknowdedge ins 
authont}’’. The new govcnior ofKhorassaun therefore conceived it 
imprudent to adventure beyond the Jeyhun, where his orders w’ere 
set at nought , and he contented himself accordingly for the present, 
w ith w riting to acquaint his master, with this adverse posture of 
things It was on such a report, that HarCin now determined to 
proceed, in person into Kliorassaun. 

'Messenger raiber, Siheb-e-fafirreid, 
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t)bsGrved that such a confused phantasm was hut little capable of 
interpretation; he however concluded, that \\hen his sovereign fell 
asleep, his thoughts a: ere engaged on the state of Khorassaun, and 
the rebellious proceedings of RaufTia the son Laith ; the Khalif 
acknoA\ ledged that so far, he uas not mistaken in his coniecture. 
The physician then prcsciibed to him, to devote the day to mirth and 
pleasure, assuring him that these melancholy impressions would by 
such an expedient, be po'^sibly dispelled. Harun availed himself of his 
advice , gave directions foi some splendid entertainment, and after a 
short time the dream Mas altogether forgotten. 

The dispatches of Ilarethmah, to M'hich Ave have recently had 
occasion to allude, had announced to Hariin that, after possessing 
himself of the Mhole of Mauwerunneher, the insurgent Rauffia had 
since advanced tiom Samarkand, and established himselt atBokhiltra; 
•Mhich seems to have ultimately decided the IChalif in his resolution 
to proceed in peison into Khorassaun For that purpose, about the 
middle of one hundred and niuety-two, he left Kakkah, and came to 
Baghdad. Here he disclosed his design of leaving Maliommed Amem 
111 the government , furnishing bun uitli abundant admonition to 
administer strict. justice to the people, and to the army, which he should 
consign to Ills care. Ills other son Kaussem, entitled Mutemmen, 
he dispatched to Mossul, to superintend the territory allotted to him 
in that quai ter, in his former distribution of the empire But with 
respect to Mamuii, his first born, though not his favorite son, that 
young prince had created for himself a most able and prudent coun- 
sellor, in his ISIomKii, or freedman, Fazzel the son ofSohel ; whom 
fiom original magianism, he had, by his oivn exertions converted to 
the doctrines of the Koran. By this person, m'Iio was become the 
secretary of his master, MamGn ivas urged to solicit his father’s per- 
mission to accompany him; “if once yon- suffer your father to 
“ depart without you, I can venture to,, predict,” said Fazzel, “that 
“ he Mill exclude you from your inheritance.” In concurrence with 
these suggestions, MJimfin solicited and obtained his father’s consent 
to accompany the expedition. , , , . . j ^ ■ 

At this period Har&n had been attacked by some lingering 
disorder, which appears to have baffled the skill of his ablest physi- 


A II 101-103. 
A D 807-1508, 

K-liolaussut- 

ul-aklibaur. 


TarikhTebr^v 



m 

\ 

A. H. 192-193. cian, the ' Yekllsl^ua recently mentioned, who was probably a 
A. D 807-808 In these circumstances he is said to have dispatched from 

Tankh Nehei’waun, and by the Arabian or sea ofOmman, an envoy, accom- 
panied with numerous presents, into HindCistaun ; to represent to the 
monarch of that country, with whom he was probably in correspon- 
dence, that with a distant journey to perform, he was afflicted by 
a cruel and painful malady ; and to request as a particular favor, that 
his physician Manekbah,- (or some such name) might be sent to 
attend him into Khorassaun ; piomising, on the faith of a prince, 
that he should be permitted to return to his country, immediately 
bn his arrival at Bhlkh. In due time the Indian physidian arrived 
in compliance with this request; and having prescribed to bis imper- 
ial patient, with considerable success, the latter found himself 
' sufficiently recovered to proceed, through the passes of Jdulwaunj 
to the station of Kermanshahan. From this place, after causing 
the army to acknowledge afresh their allegiance to Mamiin, he 
sent that prince with a considerable part of his force, on towards ' 
Khorassaun ; with instructions to proceed to Merii, in which he 
Was to establish his head quarters; and from thence to detach 
Harethimah across the JeyhAn. to give battle to Rauffia and the 
insurgents of Mauwerunneher. He, at the same time,' gave his ser- 
vant Fazzel, the son of Sohel, the appointment of Vezzeir to the 
young prince. Mhmiin accordingly hastened to Meru, and m con- 
' formity to his father’s commands, sent Harethraah to combat the 

enemies of his authority on the other side the Oxus. 

Not long afterwards Harun proceeded toRey ; from thence to Kou- 
miss, and ultimately to Gurgan,or Jhrjan ; where hiS complaint, though 
by no means entirely removed, is still represented to have assumed 
U' favorable appearance. At the same place the iniquitous and de- 
'graded governor of Khorassaun wms conducted to his presence, w ith 
, the fruits of 'his accumulated extortions ; amountingin specie onlf> 
and gold and silver plate, to the sum of of eight millions ol dirhems, 
exclusive of the contentsof his w'ardtobe, and other repositoiies,wdiich 
in linens, and iich brocade or cloth of gold, were calculated at fifteen 
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huncliod camel-loncls, lie ^^as conveyed hv tlio Khalif’s orclcis, 
\indei the same cucimistaiices ot disoiaco and degiadation, -w itli fettois 
on Ins legs, to Ba'j;hdad, Mhcro INIahoinmcd Ainein n as further di- 
rectedto keep him in close confinement And in that state he con- 
linucd, nntil at a suhsequont period, as mil he seen hcicafter, U1 
Amein thought proper to set him at large. In the mean time the 
disoidcr of Ilau’in iclapsing upon him mth aggravated seventy, it 
nas lecommended to him, as carlv as possible to remove to the city 
of Tusse, or Toosse, as possessing a more salubiious air than that 
ofGuigan, and he accoidingly ariived in the lormer place, m the 
course ot the month of Suffur 

About the same period that Harun left Gurgan on this occasion, 
Haiethmah ciossed the JeyhCm, and advanced to the gates of Bok- 
hara. In the neighborhood of that city he engaged and defeated 
the insurgent';, under Besheii the son of Laith, the brother ot their 
chief, n ho fell a prisoner into the hands of the conqueror. The 
unfoitunate captive nas immediately conveyed to I\L\mCm at Merit, 
and by him forn aided to Tusse, to receive his doom from Harun, who 
nas now hastening to the concluding scene of lite. When the pris- 
oner was brought into the presence ot that monarch, he was addressed 
by him m the bitterest terms of reproach, for the pain and incon- 
venience to vliicli he had been driven by the malignant conduct of 
himself and his brother. “ Thou adversary of God,” said the Khalif, 
“ by thy malice and of that Khaumil of a brother of thine,” whose 
name he thus iiiAcrted, Khaumil implying base, in opposition to 
Rauffia, which signifies exalted, “in subverting my authority in 
y Ivhorassaun, have I been compelled in the last state of sickness 
“ and debility, to undertake this distant and paintul journey By 
“ him, that created Harun, thou shalt perish by a death so dreadful 
“ and exemplary, that in its agonies it shall infinitely surpass all 

former precedent ” He then called for the executioner, and ordered 
him to take his' knife and dissect the.Avretched prisoner, limb from 
, limb. AVhicli was accordingly done, every member and joint of his 
body being thus alternately separated* and piece by piece, to the 
number of fourteen, laid before Harun. 
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A. H. 193 The physician Yekhshua, is here again introduced to relate, that 
P when the execution of Besheir was over, Harhn fell into a swoon ; 

ul-akhbrur lecovering shortly afterwar's, he addressed himself to that phy- 
sician in extreme appaient agitation, and asked him if he did not re- 
collect the dream which had occurred to him at Kakkah ; for his 
own part, it could not escape him, that he ivas now at Tusse; the 
reiy soil in uhich it had been predicted to him that he should find 
Ills gmve. With this he desired Ins favorite domestic Messroiir to 
bring him a sample of the native eaith of the country. The faithful 
attendant biought him accordingly what he demanded , but presenting 
it to his sovereign, with his naked arm extended, the monarch imme- 
diately exclaimed “ beliold the arm and the earth, precisely as they 
“appeared in my dream And the circumstance adding considerably 
to the agitation which had already taken possession of his mind, he 
survived this period only three days. 

TarikhTebrj, At such a ciisis his two phj'^sicians, Yekhshua and the Indian 
MSmekbah, unfortunately'- disputed as to the method of treating his 
complaint ; and it is stated, that the consequence was some fatal mis- 
take, which IS not explained. At all events the monarch had con- 
demned Yekhshua to immediate death, but was prevailed upon by bis 
intreaties to spare him until the morrow. The Indian who happened 
to be present on the occasion, immediate^' left the apartment, and 
lold some of the attendants, wuth a saicastic smile, that the monarch 
had suffered himself to be outwitted by the man of medicine since 
as he could not survive the night, there was little to apprehend from 
the execution of to mbirow. This foreigner wms at a subsequent 
period, according to promise, allowed to proceed to Balkh, and from 
thence returned in safety to his native country’-. 

The death of Harunrashid is recorded to have taken place at mid'- 
night, on Saturday the third of the last Jummaudy of the year one 
’ bundled and ninety-three,* at the age of forty'-five, and after possessing 
the throne of the Khalifs for- a period of two and twenty years, six 
months, and seventeen day's. He was buried on the spot on winch 
he breathed his last, the same that was afterwards distinguished by 
the mausoleum of Imaum Ally Ruzza ; his son Salah perforininS 

the last solemn duties over his grave. 

• March 23rd, A. D. 809, 
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In his person Harun is dcsmbcd to have been of a fair complexion, 
V ith an engaging countenance ; his hair growing in natural ringlets, 
and at the period of his dissolution beginning to turn grey. Of his 
character, the preceding pages must furnish our best illustration ; 
thoiurh his praises have been the theme of many a poet. He is 
said to have had by his diflerent wives and Momen, thirteen sons 
and either four or lourtcen daugliters. Of his sons, three of 
A\hom success^ ely swayed the sceptre of the Khelaufut, Zobaidah 
was the mother of Amein, IMcrjan of Mamun, and Mauredah or 
jMuiaudah, that of Mutaiisscm. Alter the disgrace of the family of 
Barmek, he had conlcrred the dignit}'^ of the Vizzaurut upon Fazzel 
the son ot Babbeia, and Issmail the son of Sebbeiah served him as 
pri\ate secretary. 

Ot his consol ts, it is almost supcrriuous to add, that the favorite 
and most esteemed vas the celebrated Zobaidah, the grand daughter 
of the Khaliful Munsiir; whose transcendent graces of person and 
mind, appear to have established an unbounded influence over the 
aflections of Harun She is said to have founded, or perhaps more 
properly, to have rebuilt the city of Tebieiz, otherwise Tauris. 
And, although we cannot immediately trace from whence w^e derive 
such a tribute to her memory,* she is represented to have elsew here 
erected numerous charitable and useful w'orks, wdiich she left as 
monuments of the liberal and benevolent purposes, to ■which she had 
applied the unlimited bounties of her husband , but best of all, she 
left the imperishable fame of her virtues, as a permanent incentive' 
to the omen of the east, to emulate her glorious example. 
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T he death of Haruniashid berng announced at BatrlidJid, about 
the middle of the second Jiiinmaudy,* the denizens of that 
metropolis hastened in all their gradations to submit to the authority of 
his son Ul Amein B’iLLAii,t Abu Miissa Mahommed, the sixth, m 
order of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas. The same submission is 
here stated to have heen claimed for him, from the pulpit of the 
Imaumut at Merii, by his brother JMamun, as soon as the information 
reached that prince that their father was no more, so that matters 
for a time proceeded between the tuo brothers ^Mth apparent 
harmony ; but these smiling appearances were destined to be too 
speedily exchanged for the forbidding frowns of rival animosity. 

Some time previous to his dissolution it would appear that Harun 
had expressly signified, both to his son Salah and to Fazzel the son 
of Rabbeia his minister, that the whole of tlie armv which had 
accompanied him to Tuss, together with all the treasure and effects 
of every description on the spot, must be considered to have devolved 
to Ul jSIamun , since the full share of his paternal inheritance had 
been already assigned to Ul Amein On the other hand, as soon as it 
was understood that on their arrival at Kermanshahan, his father 
had detached Ul '\Iamun in advance towards Khorassaun, and sub- 
sequently that he lay seriously indisposed at Tuss, Ul Amein pro- 
ceeded to select from among his followers a person of the name of 
Bukker the son of Meyakker, to be the bearer of three letters, 
addressed respectively to his brothers hlaniun, and Salah, and to the 
minister Fazzel. In that which he destined for UJ Mamun, he called 
upon him to require in Ins behalf the allegiance of the province, and 


♦ April 6th or 8th, A D 800 

+ Dei graUi fidelis. It will be sufiicient to remark once for all, that at their accession 
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further to conduct himself with n strict rcgaid to the principles of J 
justice mall his proceedings. And 'uith respect to Salah and Fazzel, i 
they A\ ere instructed on their part, as soon as Mamun had secured 
for his brother the allegiance of the army at Tuss, to conduct them 
%Mthout delay to Baghdad, together with the wdiole of the departed 
monarch’s treasure and effects, without exception. Having ingeni- 
oush' concealed these letters in the bottom of a chest, U1 Amem 
took the person, horn he proposed to employ on this occasion, into 
the retired part of his palace, and there communicated the nature of 
the trust which he was about to confide to his discretion He in- 
structed him that he was to repair to the presence of Harun, to wdiom 
he was to represent, it intcirogated on the sulpect, that he had been 
deputed by In'? son, to con\ey to him a daily report of the state of 
his father’s health; but that he was in no circumstance of extremity 
or coercion, to acknow ledge that he w as m charge of any letters, wdiilo 
Harun was alive. 

On his arriv d at Tuss, wheic the late Khalif w'as then languish- 
ing under the disorder which terminated his existence, the agent of 
L'l Amein had, as was foreseen, been rigorously scrutinized as to the 
object of his journey ; and had successfully resisted both stripes and 
the torture w ithout a disclosure of thcseciets of his trust Being 
however set at large on the death of Harun, he then produced his 
letters, that for hlaniun being immediately transmitted to Mer& ; 
while Fazzel the son of Rabbeia hastened, without loss of time, to 
secuie for Ul Amem the allegiance of the army on the spot , after 
w Inch he dispatched one of the domestics of the deceased monarch 
with his staff and ring, to announce to that prince at the same time 
the death of lus father, and the measures wdneh had been taken to 
establish Ins interest in that quarter This intelligence was commu- 
nicated to Ul Amem on a Wednesday, although it wms not thought 
convenient to make it public until the Friday followung ; wdien he 
announced it to the assembled people, inviting them at the same 
time to do him immediate homage as the sole successor to the throne 
ot the Khalits He w^as seconded m this application by his uncle 
Suliman wuth all the desired effect , the whole of the troops and the 
mhabitants in general of Baghdad, submitting to lus authority, with** 
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A. H IQS out hesitation. The next clay the army was remunerated hy a 
A. D. 80 0 distribution of accession money to a liberal amount, and by an advance 
r.uikh years subsistance at one paMiient. The minister, Fazzel, had 

received his previous instructions to make from liis father’s treasure 
a similar distribution to the annv at Tuss, when they should have 
pledged their allegiance in his favor ; after v Inch they Avere to b? 
conducted to Baghdad. 

U 1 ISIamini on his part, although euniciently apprized of the recent 
events, and of the measures pursued by his hrotliei in order to appro- 
priate to himself the whole of what had been left bv their common 

y 

father, forbore for the present to oppose any obstacle to his designs , 
his attention being, to all appearance, more immediately directed to 
hasten the termination of the wmr, in which iJarethmali Avas still 
actively engaged with Rauffia and the insurgents in Soghdiana., 
But Harethmah having carried his victories to the gates of Samar- 
kand, the rebel chief was there, soon afterwards, closely invested, and 
being m a short time compelled to accept of such terms as his besieger 
thought proper to dictate, Avas by him securely conveyed to the 
presence of U1 Mamun. Studious m the mean time to establish liis 
poAver on the firmest basis, that prince availed himself of eA'ery 
occasion, to diffuse to cA’^ery part of Kliorassaun the benevolent 
influence of a just and impartial government, and to set in his 
owm person an example to the delegates of his authority, it vas 
his daily practice, seated on a coarse carpet, to give public audience 
to his people in the cathedral mosque of Meru ; vidiere, surrounded 
by the most skilful laAvyers and divines, he directed a considerable 
portion of time and attention to ledress the injuries and heal the 
differences of those w^hose destiny had been committed to his charge. 
In short, Avhether in the distribution of justice, m the regulation of 
his expenditure, or in the exercise of any other branch of administra- 
tion, every thing was conducted under his oavii personal inspection 
and controul. He finally secured the permanent attachment of 
Kliorassaun, bj’' remitting to the inhabitants a Avhole year’s levenue. 
Neithei was it omitted on his part to cultivate a friendly understand- 
ing, in appearance at least, wnth U1 Amein, to whom he dispatclied 
iin embassy, wichsplenaid presents m horses, arms and slaves, and all 
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thv\t was rare and costly, to convey to him every outward expression 
of repaid, if not of submission to liis autboiitv. 

^ But w hile Ins brother Avas exhibiting this laudable example of good 
government in Khorassaun, U1 Amcin at Baghdad, entirely devoted 
to his amusements, and an inoidinate lage for building, had long 
since committed the coiiceins of his people to the management of 
his minister Fazzel, from wdiom he had recently received such sub- 
stantial proofs of attachment Of himself, U1 Amein ivas, hoA\ever, 
little disposed to proceed to the extremity of depriving U1 hlamim 
of the province consigned to him by his father , this being a measure 
to which he was only impelled by the suggestions of his minister, 
whose views AAere perhaps ^directed with no slight solicitude to 
screen himself, by all the methods he could devise, against the 
resentment of that prince For he had good reason to apprehend 
that if U1 iSIamfin ‘should 'ever aiiive at supreme pow^er, strict account 
would be required of the treasure and effects, which, contrary to 
the dying instructions of Harun, he had undertaken to convey to 
U1 Amein ; and Avhicli bad, it now' appears, been estimated at the 
sum of one hundred millions of dirhems.* To aveit therefore this 
dieaded contingency, Fazzel contrived m the first place, in the 
Khotbah, to confine the title of Ameir id Moumenein ^ or 
sovereign of the faithful, separately to U1 Amein ; Avhile that 
of simple Ameir and presumptive heir to the Khelaufut, was thought 
sufficient for LT hfamun and his brother Mutummen a distinction 
which was studiously extended to the lee^ends on the coinage, 
and to the mottos usually attached to the imperial equipage. 
Having secured these preliminary arrangements, his influence w'as 
next exerted to persuade his master that since piovidence had be- 
stowed upon him a child of his ow'n, in the infant Mussa, at this 
period only two years old, the succession ought, in natural justice, 
to descend to him in preference to all the world , because w'here there 
is a son, however under age, a brother’s claims become as nothing. 
He therefore urged the immediate and positive exclusion of Ul 
IMamun. Ul Amein objecting however the repugnance w'hich he 
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felt to cancel tlie arrangements of his father in this respect, Fazzel 
contended, that although in a moment of injudicious liberality the 
departed monarch might have been led into such an arrangement, 
it was to be recollected, that long before Mamun had been declared Ins 
associate in the empire, the allegiance of the people had beeu required 
for Ul Amein ; and that this previous engagement was paramount to 
all others. By these and similar arguments Ul Amcin was ultimately 
brought to coincide with the views of his minister, and to adopt 
the final resolution of degrading both his brothers from authority. 
It appears to have been carried into immediate execution against 
Mutummen, who was removed from Mossule to Baghdad without 
difficulty, and his government assigned to another person, in the 
eaily part of the year one hundred and ninety four.* 

Aware of such a proceeding, it required no extraordinary sagacity 
on the part of Ul Mamun to form a pretty accurate conjectuie of 
what was in agitation against himself, and he accordingly stood 
prepared for the event. lie was however not suffered to remain 
long in suspense. A letter was transmitted to him in the name of Ul 
Amein, in which in terms which could not be misunderstood, it was 
intimated, that as the military force, for which he was expected 
to provide the means of subsistance, w'as comparatively small, any 
extraordinary accumulation of revenue must be to him entirely 
superfluous * w^hile on his (Ul Amein's) side, on the contrarj^ with 
a numerous army, and the splendor of the imperial dignity to 
maintain, his expences were of a magnitude which needed no exag- 
geration. On such grounds, he therefore proposed that Ul Mamun 
should immediately cede ovei to the agents of his brother, the tern' 
tones of Rhi, Koumiss, Tebristaun, and Gurgan, for the purpose of 
remitting to him the levenues of those dependencies. Furthermore 
It was lequired that a person should be allowed to reside at Meru on 
the part of Ul Amein, m order to preserve his interests in the pro- 
vince unimpaired, and to keep him daily apprized of the state of 
affairs in Khorassaun. To these several propositions Ul Mamun 
returned a decided negative on which his brother proceeded with 
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pate such an event; and for this service he intimated that no maa 
was so eminently qualified as Ally the son of Eissa, the Mahanite, 
formerly imprisoned for his iniquitous and arbitrary abuse of author- 
ity. Accordingly, with a body of fifty thousand horse selected from 
the flower of the army of Irak, that chief was held m readiness to 
enter Khorassaun with all convenient expedition. The gates of the 
treasury, and of the imperial arsenals, were thrown open for his 
accommodation, and he was allowed to supply himself to the 
utmost measure of his wants. Of his three sons, however, Husseyne, 
the younger, was detained at Baghdiid, to supei intend the education 
of the infant Mussa , the other two, Yaheya and Abdullah, were 
pennitted to accompany their father, who, aftei sufficiently providing 
for their subsistance and equipments, now conducted his troops to 
Neherwaun , about two leagues oi farsangs from the metropolis, on 
the road to Hulwaun. To this place he appears to have been ac- 
companied by U1 A mein , who, the day subsequent to then arrival, 
when the army for the last time defiled before him on their marclii 
standing upright on the hack of Jus c/iaj^c?, addressed to the general, 
who attended by his side, his final instiuctions. In these he 
is stated to have apprized him, that as soon as he should be master 
of the province, he designed to invest him wnth the government of 
all Khorassaun, fiom the passes of Hulwaun eastward, with the 
same poweis as he had formerly enjoyed under the authority of his 
father , in return foi wdiich he should require that, in all the places 
through which he passed, he would on his part acquit himself with 
a scrupulous legard to the principles of strict and impartial justice. 
In other respects, befoie he entered the country, he was instructed 
b}^ letters circulated to the inhabitants, to promise them the most 
libeial and equitable treatment , and particularly the remission of one 
fourth of the annual contributions to the state, in the same manner 
as had been done by U1 Mam fin . To all such as came over from 

the enemy, he was to give- the most favorable reception, and to 
inspire them on the part of his soveieign with the most encouraging 
expectations. A nd he closed his instructions with a charge, in the event 
that U1 Mamfin should be disposed to surrender his person, that Im 
was to convey him in fetters of silver to Baghdad, under such 
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<Sii 5 tocV as he might securely rely upon ; his exertions even in the 
case of the most determined hostility being required to take him 
alive, and to bevare either through ignorance or accident of being 
instrumental to his death. The Mahanite then proceeded without 
fiirthei delay to the execution oi his orders. It vould appear at the 
same time, that the preparations for the invasion of Khorassaun must 
ha\e occupied the greater part of the ycai one hundred and ninety 
four, since the departure of the troops destined for Persian Irak on 
this occa'^ion, is not stated toha^c taken place before the commence- 
ment of ninety five * 

Avaie oil the olhci hand of approaching danger, U1 hliimun pro- 
ceeded to expedite those measures of defence against aggression, 
vliich it ivould ha^e been inconsistent iiith common prudence any 
lomier to delay. He availed himself on this emergency of the cour- 
age and abilities of Taber the son of U1 Iliissevnc, the founder of the 
Taherites, at a subsequent period eminently celebrated in Khoiassaun ; 
on V horn v itli the command of twenty thousand men, he now confer- 
red the go^ eminent of Irak Ajein, from Ilai westwards, to the gates of 
Hulwaun. This general, who is noticed by the w-ay as blind of his 
right eye, being directed to march w itli the utmost expedition m order 
to secure the city ofRai before it should be occupied by the enemy* 
'fortunately succeeded in his obiect, and encamped his army in front of 
tliat place just in time to anticipate the ai rival of the Mahanite , who 
finding his views thus defeated, immediately took up his ground m 
the presence of Taher. In these cncumstanccs the latter received a 
message from the jMalianite calling upon him, if lie ivere disposed for 
hostility", to airangehis troops for battle in amannerto bring the contest 
to a speedy decision ; if otherwise, to secure for himself an honorable 
peace, by submitting to the authority of U1 Amein. To wdiich Taher as 
briefly replied, that as the breach of treaties and allegiance lay with 
those w horn he served, the guilt of hostility must also rest at their 
door , and this was the only answ^er which he must expect, either for 
himself or Ui Amein. Both aimies shortly afterwards drew out for 
action, and Ally the son of Eissa having called aloud upon Taher te 
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meet him hand to hand, the challcn2:e was cheerfully accepted IVicM- 
mg his sword nilh both hands, Tahcr rushed impetuously upon hi^ 
adversary, clove him through the helmet and the skull, and dispatched 
him on the spot. This Avas followed by an immediate and simultane- 
ous charge on the part of TaheTs troops against a paiticular point in 
the line of their opponents ; and the lattei, perad\cnturc disconr.nred 
bv the fall of their leader g.ving nay at the hrst shock, nere urnen 
from the field in the utmost constcuiation. The next day, having pur- 
sued the vanquished with conslderrble slaughter, Tahcr made Ins 
triumphant entry into Tai ; aa here the head and ring of Ally tlie .Ma- 
hanite bein<r brought befo'e him, he dictated the follow mcr laconic 
epistle to Tazzel the son of Sohei at hlei u. “ This note is n rittcn to 
“ thee. Avith the head of Allv thesonof Eissa in my hand, and his ring 
“ upon my finger — farcAAel 

The purpoit ofthis brief but interesting communication AA’as speedily 
made knoAAii to U 1 INIamun by Fazzel ; aa hen that mimslcr m tlicar- 
dour of conqiatulation, salutinsr his master bA' the title of Amur vl 
]\Ioumcneiv on the ^ame daA'’ proclaimed h,m exclusive possessor ot 
the throne of the Khalits. A letter from Tahcr addressed imniedinto- 
ly to his ‘=OA-ercign, and accompanied null the head of the nlnhanitc, 
shortly afteiv ards announced the tnumph of his anus. In reph 
this, a mandate AAas d:‘=patched by U 1 uLaini'm to lhatgcneial, rcfjmrmg 
Ills allcaiancc as sok Khalil ; and aanouncmir lus pleasure to he on .ill 
future occasions addressed by the title of Ameir ul IMoumenciii. 
the disjiatch aa Inch, under the immediate '^ignatme of iMamun, coin 
VGA cdlhc'se instructions to! aher, he AAas eiiiomcd to recciveon hi^o"'' 
hand the fealty of the {-cople of llai , the soa ercien IiaA iiic[, a*? he ‘-t.iti d, 
adopted for hisonii the right hand of Tahci,the left hand of tlial eu nird 
A\ as noAA theiclore to he considered as Ins right “ IJail tlien’kiddcfl ^ 1 " 
mun on this occ.ision, ‘-Tahcr son ot llu‘.sc\ne, In luctorward /-'d* 

“ Acmnein.“ A tenn aaIiicIi m.-y amIIi pcricct jiropruUA he n iidicd 

ambidixiir. lie is hoA.evei, on another authorilA , st.it< d to h 
m ([uircd the nppell.itiou ot Zulv cinncin, bccuisc m gniiiA"’’ ^ 
n ouiid to A ll\ the ‘=011 ol Eissa, he w leldcd liK sv\ ord w itli both b 

It In on this oceasioii lurther r*lit<'d, ih.it aaIkii .t report oi t ' 
discuiiililure ot lus troops was couiuiuiiicateU to Li AuisiOj 
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•f tlie fugitives from the field ofbattle, he happened to he fishing on A. H ld5> 
the bank ot the Tigris, accompanied by a favorite attendant of the ^ ^ 
name of Kousscr, oi Kouthcr. In reply to the disastrous intelligence 
of Inch hen as the bearer, the thoughtless prince, with characteris- 
tic apathy, desired the messenger to hold his peace , for nhilst he had 
hitherto exhausted both his skill and his patience without success, 
his man Kousser had a biacc of fish in liis basket, lion ever, when 
this august and sapient prince, continues the same author in a sar- 
castic strain, nas at leisure Ironi his \cr\ iinporlant occupation, and 
the fate of hisgeneial was confiiined to him, he iound it expedient to 
set about the immediate equipment of a second aini} , which tvas 
sent w ith all practicable dispatch, to oppose the \ ictoiious progiess of 
Zul-yemnein. 

The defeat of the Mahanite occasioned at the same time at Baghdad TarikhTcbr 
among the soldiery the most \ lolent agitation , 131 Anicin being openly 
taxed with ha\ iiig justly incurred the wiatli ol heaven by his treach- 
ery and bleach ot faith in his conduct towauK hlamun but having 
acquiesced w ithout demur in a demand for four month’s pay, and 
made a seasonable and liberal distribution among their captains, he 
contiived for the present to appease the clamour; ami the aimy tvas 
at length prevailed upon to march under the ordeis ot x\bdurraihman 
the son ofllehlah. the Anbaunte. At one of the stations between 
Kai and Hamadaun, it is not determined where, that chief was also 
defeated by Zulyemncin, with great slaughtei, and compelled to 
throw' himself for protection behind the w'alls ot the latter city. But 
beins: on all sides immediately invested by the troops of his conqueror, 
the failure of provisions, after the resistance of one month, made a 
capitulation unavoidable, and he w'as accordingly constrained to sur- 
render to Zulyemnein. In the mean time intelligence of his danger 
had been conven ed to U1 Amein, and a considerable force had been 
dispatched with all diligence by that prince for the lelief of Hamad- 
aun. Finding, howevei, on their anival w'lthin tw'O stages of their 
destination, that the place had already submitted to the enemy, a letter 
was written by these tioops to demand of the captive chief, whether 
he had any instructions to communicate as to their further proceed- 
ings. In these circumstances Abdurraihman conceived he might 
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attempt to repair by fraud, the losses wliicli he had sustained 
through the supeiior prowess or good fortune of Ins antagonist. He 
therefore communicated the letter, which he had just received, to 
Zulyemnein, and offered, on obtaining the general’s peimission to 
visit their camp, to bring over the w'hole of the detachment to join 
the standard of U1 INIamun. The vigilance of Zulyemnein was coni- 
pletel}'' laid asleep by the insidious proposal , and the Anbaunte vas 
accordingly suffered to depart, with such terms as he pretended could 
not fail to produce the desired impression. He was, lion ever, no 
sooner bej’^ond the reach of Ins guards, than hastening to join the 
troops of U1 Amein, he immediately proposed to them to surprise 
the camp ot the enemy. The proposal was acceded to w’ltlioiit 
hesitation, and he accoidingly marched under cover of a very dark 
night, to carry Ins design into execution. The troops of Zblyeinnein 
weie entirelj'^ off their guard ; and before then chief could recoier 
them from their astonishment, a considerable slaughter had taken 
place. But Abdurraihman falling early in the conflict, the hopes of 
the enterprize perished wnth its author. Victoiy again declared in 
favor of Zulyemnein, wdio advanced upon this wnthout further oppo- 
sition to Belashaun , a -village of that name at the head of the passes 
of Hulwaun, wheie he now encamped. 

These repeated successes having rendered the name of U1 Hamtin 
and of Ins victorious general, equally formidable to the troops at 
Baghdad, U1 Amein despaired, for some time, of being able to prcva.l 
upon any of Ins captains to hazard another conflict witli the cncniv; 
as the}' in general cither declined the service altogether, or demanded 
such enormous sums for its accomplishment, as the state of his tieasnry 
rendered it impossible to furnish. When, how ever, both he and Ins 
miiiisterhad laboured, fora considerable period, under the niostpaintnl 
suspense and embarrassment, two of his commanders, Mahoinni'’d^ 
the son of U1 nlueyud, and Abdullah, the son of llameid son nl 
Ivohtbah, each at the head of twenty thousand men, were at la’^t 
induced to proceed as far as Khaunckein, about two thirds ol tlic 
apparent distance from Baghdad to Hulwaun, w here they took p^^'^ 
in order to obstruct the fiirthei progiess of Zuh emnmri. b 1>‘ n 
they had continued thus stationed for some time, to e.\p<-<^^ 
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approach of the enemy, nn expedient put in practice ngamst 
them by Zulvcmncin, nhich, AMthout stnking a single stioke on his 
part, AAas attended with all the consequences ol a complete discomfi- 
ture. Having selected from among the people nho served with his 
army, twenty of the nati\cs of I3ughdad, he sent them b}'" a circuitous 
loute to gain the road nhioh led from that city to the encampment of 
his adversaries ; aaIucIi from that direction, they were instructed to 
enter separately, and at dineient periods; and to circulate a 
report thatUl Ainein had once more throA\n open the gates of his 
treasury, and was at this moment distributing a gratuity of two years’ 
pay to the troopb who remained about his person Tins report, 
being aecordin£rly lepeatcd in the stations about Khaunekein, by 
chflercnt indiMduals, who appeared to haAe no manner of connection 
with each other, and who possibly gave themselves out as some of 
those who had actually shared in the Ivhtdii’s libciahty, produced by 
degrees the impression for which it was designed. The soldiers pro- 
ceeded to express, without disguise, their dissatisfaction, that wdnle 
theywcie sent to encounter the hazards and fatigues of war, the 
treasures of the state w’crc la\ ished upon those wdio lived at ho n*', in 
the bosom of idleness and repose. Great numbers accordingly 
avowed the design of immediately returning to Baghdad , others 
how'ever, from a more honorable sentiment of duty, expressed a 
deteimination to remain at their posts, but while they were debating 
the point, the troops quitted the encampment in entire divisions , so 
that in a short time the wdiole army had w ithdravA n to the metropolis, 
without having performed a single act of hostility against the com- 
mon enemy. 

Zulyemnein noAv led his army from Belashaun, and penetiating 
through the passes AVithout obstruction, soon afterw^arJs took pos- 
session of Idulwaun. From thence he dispatched to announce to U1 
ISIamun that he had triumphantly made his egress from the de- 
files, and that he was now ariived on the bordeis of western 
Irak but to enable him to proceed at the same time frOra 
two opposite points in the attack which he meditated upon Baghd^id, 
he requested to be powerfully’^ reinforced . so that wdnle he advanced 
in person with onepart of the army by the direct route of Neherwaiin, 
another division might approach along the Tigris upwards, by the 
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Tvay of Ahiiauz. These accounts -were peculiarly gratifying to U1 
Mamun, and he proceeded to testify his satisfaction by transmitting 
to Zul 3 mmnein a robe of honor of extraordinary magnificence; ivlnle 
with other marks of favoi, which he bestowed upon Fazzel the son of 
Sohel, the minister who had directed him in his choice of the succes- 
fill general, he gave him the title of Zulriaussetein — regulator of the 
sword and pen, or minister of state and war. In concurrence vith 
the application of Zul^'^emnein, a body of twent}-^ thousand men vns 
immediately detached to join him under the warlike and experienced 
Ilarethmah. But aware that this general might object to sene 
under one whom he considered his inferior, U1 Maraun endeavored to 
provide againstsuch an inconvenience by diiecting that as soon as the 
armj^ should have been thus reinforced it should be separated into tv o 
divisions , the one to proceed under H^rethmah immediatels^ towards 
Baghdad b}' the road thiough Neherwaun, while the other, under tlie 
orders of Zulyemneui, was to diverge to the left, and approach in the 
direction from Ahuauz. 

Having abandoned all hope in the exertion of his troops, since their 
disgraceful return without abattlefrom the gatesofHulwaun, U1 Amein 
now directed his thoughts to anolhei quarter. He made choice of 
Abduhnelek the son of Salah, the Hashemite, to assemble an army m 
Sjria; and bestowing upon him the government of Damascus, he sent 
him accompanied by Hussejme the son of Ally, the I\lahanite, aiultcn 
thousand of the troops of Baghdad, to expedite the levies from that 
pro^ nice. Hastening to the execution of Ins orders Abdulmelck 
honever, seized on reaching Rakkah, by a disorder uhich pre^entcd 
him from prosecuting his maich ; and Husseyne, vho acted as lieu- 
tenant general of the troops, urging that the perilous crisis of their 
master’s afiairs could illbrook the delay, of Inch tins unfortunate in- 
disposition might pro\c the occasion, he yielded to Ins adMCC ; and 
dispatched into S, ria to require that the intended renilorcenn nt? 
miirlit immediately proceed to ]oin him at Hakkah , and sliorth alter- 
^^aKls, eniiacred b}' a prolusion of promises, a bod} of tueiit} thou- 
sand S\ nans accordingU' appeared to Ins support, in the nc ighhorhoo 1 
of that place. 

It happein-d unfortunately that strolling through the camp of ih'' 
Syrians, one oi the soldiers oi Baghdad recognized ahor:3e uiiich h-tl 
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brrn MoI.mi from him nnnv \ ‘^inrc ; and immrdiiitnlv claiming: In'? I 
pnijuMiv . put! ('rdf d. )i!i tin' .ic'-i'-taiiri' ol ‘^onu* nl In'- IclldW*', to ( on- . 
vr\ It .n\.n Hut tht' riirs ol tlu* in w po'-^r^sutn the 

lioi'-r had hrt'n (In'' o\ ('rod, hrinuMiur a mindx'r ol In'? (’ountrsnirn to 
In', md, hc.th p irtH lunl nmm diatr rn oni'.r to tlinr arni'^, and cn^a'f- 
od in a do'-jirratr and saneuin irs alli i\ 1 ! h'.'.i'V nr tlic M:\hanitr, 
had h( f n ‘■(lit h\ till' diirf'lioi)'' ol Midulnu'irk to ‘■rparatr thr coni- 
hitant'5. and appta'-t' tin* tumult , hut lu lore hr could roach thr '■ri.nc 
ol uproir thr'''\rnns hid rut to pu'r«'s tiian\ ortliriropj)onrnt‘>,and 
coinpollt d the rrinnuidt r to lU in dilKrrnl <iir(M tion*. Mi'-lrd hy an 
indivorrd parlialits tor the nirii ol B^udidad, the Mahaiiitc iora:ot the 
olurrtol In'- ui'-trurtiou'- . and uniuiuj thr liujitnc-, he hunif;ht tlu'ni 
torr((>d u) on thrir pur-uri'- u lio u err now. in tlit'ir Itirii, n-piilsod 
\\ illu on'.idcrahlr '■laiiuhti r. -\ ll( r vnrh a prooL a^- thrv ‘..ml. ol w hat 
lh(.\ w or(' to r\pc( t lor tlu'ir ‘■rr\ u r*.. thr Sxnaii'i were Ird to dl',cu^‘; 
the inr\pcdu'nr\ and ah'.nrdils ol tlirir rnnafrin" thrin'.thcs any 
further in IrH. , and conuiiLT, .uiionsr tlirin‘?oh (“■, to an iinniediatc 
rc'-olution oi rrturnuu; lionir, that rc'.olulion \\a‘. carried into eUci L 
•\\ ithoul a inoincnl''. drla\ 

I ndrr thc'ir c ircuni'-t inci";, llncccMir thouijhl it expedient to lia*?- 
tenwith In', troops bark towards Ihv'^lidad, le.i\ mg Abdulnualrk f^tdl 
grir\ousl\ indisposed at Ilakkah and LI Anu'in had sraicclv been 
well ap))ri7cd oi the unic»w nrd r\ont, when the Mahaiutcand lus lol- 
lowers rr-rntorrd the lurtropolis. 'I ho conduct of tlim duel had 
])robabl\ incurred the resentment of the Kliahl , but as the whole of 
the troops in Haglukul had collected round his jierson, iinmcdi itely 
on lus ariiN.d. it ajipcarcd a m.itter of considerable hazard to pioceed 
openls against bun Ills own apprehensions on the subject were at 
am rate sufficiently ob\ lous, since he retired w ithin his own doors, 
without presenting Imnsell, as it was customary to do, to the notice 
ol lus so\ereign lie received howcvei the same evening, a message 
rcfjuiring lus attendance, to which he returned a positive refusal, de- 
claring that he should not appear at the palace, otherwuse than at the 
luad oi the tioops, but that the next day, when they should have 
bcpii assembled under their respective leaders, he w'ould, with them, 
ottend the Khalil’s pleasure. In the mean time he apprized the mili- 
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taty chiefs, of what had passed, and that he had been sent for by UI 
Ainein for the expiess purpose of being put to death. They cauti- 
oned him, in reply, for that night, at all hazards to lemain at home, and 
that on the morrow they would not fail to be with him. In the course 
of the night he received a second message from Ul A mem, requesting 
his presence, as he had some matters ot serious importance to com- 
municate. To this, with audacious insolence, Hbsseyne now 
replied, that being neither a minstrel nor a bulFoon, any nocturnal 
communication with him was entirely out of the question ; and that 
as he could have nothing to tiansact wuth him but what related to 
the affairs of wmr, he should therefore not attend the Khalif until he 
had drawm the army together. 

The next day he mounted his horse, and taking post at the head of 
the bridge of the Tigris, wms there joined by the troops of Baghdad 
and Iiak, to the number of fifty thousand men. Of these he proceeded 
to demand how long they were to endure that this miscreant, allud- 
ing to Ul Amein, wdio was neither man nor wmman, should continue 
to indulge in his licentious and contemptible pleasures, to the entire 
neglect of his armies, and of every branch of his government? To 
this it wms replied, by unanimous acclamation, that Ul Amem 
should be immediately deposed from his authority; and to secure 
this object against the possibility of defeat, Husseyne hastened w'ltli- 
out delay, at the head of the insurgents, to throu’^ himself into tlic 
palace, wdiere he succeeded in seizing the person of his insulted 
sovereign. The unfortunate monarch was immediately dragged from 
the asylum of his power, and being hurried, w'lth his head and face 
muffled up, to the palace of his mother Zobaidah, he wms there laid ni 
fetters, and for the piescnt committed to the custody of a guard of 
soldiers. Tins partial revolution is on other authority, stated to have 
taken effect, on Sunday the eleventh of lludjub, of the year one 
hundred and ninety-six.^ 

The authority of Ul hlamun was now' puhhcly proclaimed tlironyh- 
out Baghdad. But tlie meicenary soldiers proceeding to demand dm 
cu«;tomary gratuity on tlie change of government, Jlusscync attempted 
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\o expo'^tul.itc *uh llicin on l1io unro \‘;onal>lonr‘;'; nftlieiro\poctation^, 
l^novMMi; hi' utU'r iiu\\pacit\ to Inlfil them, lie reminded tlicm, at 
the ':ametime. that the monandi to whom the\ hid tran'^ferred their 
nllecrianec was>et aliment in Khorassaun , and that in order tocstab- 
li^h tlieir foil claim to his hounty, il wa'^ fust neces<;ary thatbotli the 
nrmv and the metropolis choiild he put in his artiial possession, lie 
therefore proposed that a Idler sliould he addiesscd immediatelv to 
I'l Maimin, iiiMting Inm to tlic capital. This rpicstion produced 
among the tioops an irreconeileahlc diflercnce of opinion , one half 
declaring with IIus^omic for Tl M.imun, and the other for the 
immediate restoration of the degraded U1 Amein. The eontendin'T 
parties proceeded to determine their dilTcreiiccs hv the sword , and a 
conflid ensued, which fiom the earl^ part of the dav to the hour of 
c\ emne: pra} er. filled the streets of Haghd.'id with hlood and slaugh- 
ter. Their leader falling, how ever, towards the close of the dav 
into the hands of lus ach cr^anc*^, the part\ of llhs^^oNne 'was iiltu 
inately deioated w ith loss This produced the immediate enlargement 
of U1 Amcin. and the maiorit\ of the troops Hocking the next day 
to his standard, pul)hcl\ cancelled the ,dlegiancc wdiich they had so 
recently sworn to U1 Mamun. IIiisscmic, a captive in his turn, was 
now conducted in bonds to the presence ofUl Amcin, but an appre- 
hension, that it might occasion a Ircsh mutiny among the soldiers, if 
he were condemned to suffer the punishment due to his crimes, 
seems for the present to ha^c ensured his pardon. Finding it how'- 
ever, on his part, not so easy to dismiss his fears of that resentment 
which he had so deeply incurred, IIusse^nc a clay or two afterw'ards 
embraced an opportunity of quitting Baghdad, accompanied by his 
particular friends ; and taking the road through Neheiwaun, made 
the best of lus w’ay tow ards the camp of H^retlimah and Zillyemnein, 
with the design of throwing himself on the protection of those gen- 
erals, -who had not yet left Huhvaun. But U1 Amein receiving early 
intimation of lus flight, and immediately dispatching in pursuit of 
him, the fugitive w'as overtaken about tw'o farsangs from Baghdad, 
and after some resistance, put to death , and lus head being, as usual, 
laid before lus injured sovereign, the army soon afterwards generally 
Teii. n, ^ 
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returned to its duty; so that the revolt might be said, for the present 
to have entirely subsided. 

Apprized of these events, Ziilyemnein determined to hasten thr 
concerted separation Avith his collcgue ; and accordingly, qnittiiii^ 
Hu^^vaun at the head of his ov n division of the aimv, he proceeded 
by the left tov ards Ahuaiiz . vheie Mahommed the son of Vezzidthe 
]\IohiIlebite commanded at this period on the part of Ui Anicin. 
Being soon afteivards closclv mvested, and the governoi falliiio-in tlic 
honorable discharge of his duty, this toun ivas compelled to siihmit 
to Zulyemnein, together vutli the whole of the adfoin.ng territor\ , 
through V Inch the agents of that general weie immediately' di<;j)crsal 
to ensure possession in the name of their master. The march of 
Zulyeiiinein vas next diiected for Bassoiah , of which city ISlunsur 
the son of Mehcdy V as picfect. or lieutenant, under the aiitlioritv 
of UI Amcin. Instead of defending his trust, th.s chief conceived it 
prudent to dispatch letters tc Zulyemnein, to declaic that liaim; 
renounced his nlleg.ance to IT Amein, he thus vcduntaiily transfer- 
red It to UI Islamiin ; on vhich, aher piesenli.ig his army before the 
gates of Bassorah. Zulyemnein left LIunsur in unmolcsied possession 
of that city, and icturncd lownrdo 'iVaussit. About the ‘.amc period, 
similai letleis reached h.ni fiom Abbas the son ofiiatiy, and Mutlcb, 
or Miituileb, the sou of Abdullah , the former, lieiiiciunt of Kiil.di, 
the latter of Mossule, erch abjuring the aiithoiily of IT Amcin, and 
submitting to tliat of IT Mamiin. I^^ore^^el, when Ziilyemncii vas 
I no\Mi to have arrived in the neighhoriiood of War.^sit, the gover- 
nor of that place, Ilcsl.cim the son of Shoahah also prepared toah.’ii- 
clon his trust hv vithdrauing towards Khorassaiin , but Ihiiij: 
ashamed to exhibit such a pioof of his pusillanimity to his people at 
large, hcdeaiiod one ol his giooms to liring him privately one of In^ 
liorsc's. The m.in brought him two, pointing out, vv liother Ins 
Wire lor battle or for fligiit, that which in i ither case vvnnld he-’tsint 
lus purpose. Ilc-hcim chose the latter, hearing honorahi^* t('stiin''tiy 
t<' the character ot his adversary, bv alleging that it vv.is no di-grae 
to fly before Zulyemnein. Thus ahandoiied to its destiny, Zu!y<!i' 
m III took posses..ion of AVaus-it without resist, uier , and with ta* 
lacihiy , succeeded in making himsull master ol tlic ancient t 'i t' 
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tal oFMcclaoin. Fiom tliis latter city lie dlspatcliccl U announce Ills 
progrc<;s to 1 Jlirctlnnali ; on a\1iioIi, decamping fioin Ilulwaun, that 
general led his tioops immediately towards Baghdad, and taking post 
at Xelicrn anil, materially straitened the gairison of the metropolis in 
that direction. 

In the mean time the conduct ofUrAinciii in cancelling the 
arrangements oi llaiiin, and in dcstio\ mg the instrument of succes- 
sion so solcmnlv ratified in the temple ot jNIokkah, had excited no 
little di' content among the inhabitants of that proud city , and parti- 
culails 111 Daond the son of K •-sa the Abhasidc, n ho did not scruple 
to declare that he had been guilty of the grossest perfidy, and that 
Ins allairs could therefore never terminate in prospenty. In this 
stalcofmind, n hen tl.e liansient revolution m favor of Lll Mainiin 
brought about at Baghdad by llussev nc the Mahniiitc, was announced 
nt Tvlckkali, tlie whole of the Koraish, and other inhabitants of that 
city, icadilv acquiesced in the mcasuic, and to give to their opinions 
the last publicity, thev proceeded to pronounce the Khotbali m the 
name ofUl Mamiin, during the visitation of the pilgrims at the close 
of the year. Tins bongs our narrative accordingly to the termination 
of the year one liundicdand ninct'*-si\'. 

Under these accumulating embarrassmenti, U1 Araein adventured 
upon a general review of his troops; and finding that he might still 
calculate upon the services of not less than four hundred commanders 
of pome eminence, he presented to each of them a standard ; and dis- 
patched tliem under Ally the son of Ilusseyne, of the race of Fauti- 
tna, towards Nehervvaun, to try the issue of a conflict with the troops 
of lldrethmah. Befoie the gates of that town, at a vullage called 
Hulvv aim, they accordingly gave battle to Harethmah, and with their 
usual adverse foitunc, were again totally defeated ; and their general 
being made a prisoner, was conveyed to Meru, to attest to U1 Mamun 
this further liiumph of bis arms. 

Notw’ithstcinding the utufonn success wdiich had hitherto accom- 
panied bun m his enterpnzes, the troops of Zfilyemhem engaged, 
about this peiiod, m an audacious mutiny against the authority of 
their general , because he, either justly oi unjustly, withstood their 
clamours for money. But as one half of the array continued stedfasfr 
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to their allegiance, Zulyemnein succeeded in dispersing the mutineers, 
and in expelling them from his camp in vaiious directions. Of these 
a body of five thousand took the road towards Baghdad, where they 
submitted to claim the protection of U1 Amciii, and from him exper- 
ienced d favorable reception. But as the treasures of that prince were 
by this time piett}'" well exhausted, instead of those pecuniary rewards, 
rich dresses, and othci proofs of his bounty, Avitli which they had 
flattered their expectations, these nnpiincipled meiccnaries A\ere 
compelled to rest satisfied Avith a fumigation of their beards o\er 
pans of civet; winch was served up before them in great profusion, 
by the Khalil’s diicctions: a species of enteitainmeiit by which 
the}^ Aveie exposed to the iidiculc of the inhabitants of Baghdad, 
under the appellation of jund-ul-ghauleiah, t/ic civcl roips. Having, 
however, for the space of a month, looked in vain foi some more 
solid pioofs of the liberality ol Ui Amcin, they became tired of 
expectancy ; and joining the troops of Baghdad, in one of those 
bursts of refractoiy violence in which they so frequently indulged 
against then unfoitunate sovereign, they withdrew themselves from 
that city ; and took the first opportunity of returning to the camp of 
Zulyemnein, by whom then recent outrages were, fiomsome motive of 
expedienc}'^, suffered to pass into oblivion The armies of Hhreth- 
mah and Zfilyempein, soon after this, united in the siege of Baghdad ; 
where the unfortunate Ul Amein was ultimately destined to expen* 


ence eveiy species of mortification, disgrace, and injury. 

The 3 ''ear one hundred and ninety-seven commenced thus inauspi- 
ciously for Ul Araein. His'tieasures had long since failed him , aa'i 


he now proceeded to supply the defect, by committing to the cruci- 
ble his gold and silver plate and furnituie, the glittering appendages 
of royalty ; and further to enable him to renew the exercise of his 
bounty, and to encourage his troops to exert themselves in the 
defence of the last bulwarks of declining greatness, the rare and pre-' 
Clous contents of his warehouses and magazines Avere noAV openly 
exposed tor sale. Having adopted every precaution to strengthen 
and secure the gates of the city, both within and without, against the 
attempts of the besiegers, he withdrew himself into the palace of his 
another, Avithin the citadel, of which, the gates are said to have been 
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of Iron. Tie (li'=;po«:Ccl of Ills (rainson at tlic <;anio time to gunul ^MtIl A. II. 19T. 
equal ‘solicitude ngainst the attacks of llarethinah, mIhcIi A\erc ^ ^ 
directed toxcards the cate of lvhora‘'Saun on one side, and against 1‘inkli 
those ot 'Z-ulxcmnein, xxhich bore upon the gale of Bassoiah on the 
other. These attacks appear, however, to ha\c hcen confined to the 
interxal between sunrise and sunset;' the besieging generals retiring 
cx erv cxcning to their respcctixc encampments, lllircthmah to 
Ischcrwaun. at the distance of two faisangs, and Zulyemnein to the 
garden of the gate of A nhaur , a jilantation, or pleasure ground so 
called, about the distance of one farsang on the road to Bassorah. 

'\Vhcn this species ot attack had been carried on foi sometime, and 
the frarrison had been entirely cut olT from the means of subsistance, 
and not a dax passed in xxliich the ramparts xx ere not brought doxvn 
in alarming masses hv the xxarlikc machines of the besiegers; the 
inhabitants began to quit the city, and in considerable bodies to claim 
tbepiotectionof either gencial ol the besiegers. Those xvho submitted 
in tins XX ay to the pow er of Ziil} cmnciii xxcre treated xvith distin- 
guished kindness , xxhile the property of such as delayed to surren- 
der xvas exposed to certain destruction by fire and sxxord. The 
spirit of dereliction spread at last to the highest order of citizens, to 
the heads of the neighbonng X illagcs, and to the chief commanders 
of the army, not excepting the minister Fazzel* all ofxvhom gradually 
xxent over to the enemy, leaving the capital to its fate 

By these multiplied desertions, and the numerous casualties xvhich 
necessarily occurred in repelling the assaults of the besiegers, the gar- 
rison became at last so greatly reduced, that the populace proceeded to 
break open the gates of the prisons, and to release the criminals , xvhose 
assistance they demanded to defend the xx'orks of the toxvn. All xvas 
noxv resigned to the discretion of a licentious rabble, xvho disposed 
ot every thing at xvill , and to add to the calamities xvhich already 
seemed to hasten thefr destruction, they neglected to secure a supply 
of xvater for the interior ot the city. In such appalling circumstan- 
ces, finding that his authority xvas become entirely extinct , that no 
one any longer, either regaided his instructions, or feared his resent- 
ment; that the good, the learned, and the moral, and even the 
maiket people ot evety description had disappeared , that the city 
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Vas 'become the prey of an unl)iidlecl banditti of lohhcrs, gamblers, 
2 nc/ipoc/cefs, and depredators, -who filled itj without controiil, with 
treason, pillage, and slaughter ; m short, finding that he had nothing 
left wherewith to pin chase the precarious obedience of an unprinci- 
pled and lawless mob, the unhappy U1 Ameiii finally shut himself up la 
the palace of his mother , and there fortifying himself as well against 
internal violence, as the attacks of the besicgcis from without, seems 
to have awaited without fmther effoit the crisis of his destiny. 

Under such hopeless circumstances, the first to forsake his master, 
< 

and who now submitted to Zulvcmnein, was Eissa the son of Mahom- 
med, another of the race of blahaii, the captain ofUlAmein’s guards, 
to whom had been committed the particular defence of the gates, and 
toAvhose regulation had indeed been consigned eveiy thing relating 
to the gencial safety of the city. The defection of this confidential 
chieftain, at such a ciisis, threw U1 Amcin at once into the last state 
of despondence and despair, and it was perhaps not until this period 
that the defence of his capital was finally abandoned, to the fortuitous 
exertions of a lawless and feiocious banditti. The information of 
Zulyemnein must at the same time have enabled him to form a toler- 
able estimate of all that passed within the town, and he was perhaps 
justified m his expectation, that it would be reduced to a speedy 
surrender. Nevertheless, while he indulged, peiadventure with too 
much security, in these expectations, he was attacked in the quarter 
called the castle,* or palace of S&lah, under the gates of the city ; and 
defeated with consideiable loss, by Mahomined the son of Yakdb, 
the new captain of U1 Amem’s guards, at the, head of the undisciphned 
multitude, wdio combated that day with peculiar fierceness andieso- 
lution. The day following, to avenge the disgrace, Zfil3’^emaein led 
his troops towards the quarter called daur’-urreffeik, adjacent to which 
he was again opposed in great foice by the rabble. On this occasion 
we are told, that one of the latter, clad in a coarse woollen wrappef» 
With a beggUr’s wallet suspended to his neck, a cudgel m one hand, 
and a wicker basket overlaid with pitch, m the other, in an attitude 
©f careless defi.ance, presented himself to the troops of ZCllyemuein/ 

, * Kas5er-e-S*Ialu 
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Ono of Ins follow ois, n native of Khorassaiin, ^^as diiectcd by that 
chief to meet this ‘ravage looking onl-haw. The Khorassanny drew 
his and let fly an arro\\, nhiclilhe uislic rccencd in Ins basket 
ol wukcr , but as it passed tlirough and sunk into the caith, lie iinn- 
bl\ picked It up and lodcied it, feather outuards, ni the basket ulnch 
ho lived as his shield. Tins he rejieated until the soldier had entirely 
exhausted Ins quiver On ulncli Zul^einncin called to the Khoiaiis- 
sauii} to attack hull vword in hand, observing that there surely could 
be nothing to ajiprchciid from a fair conflict with such a charlatan. 
'1 he Khorassanny drew his sword accordniglv, and approached Ins 
niilagoinst ; when the barbarian putting Ins hand into Ins w allot, drcir 
out a pebble and fiMncil in his cudgel as a slmg, dcli\crcd it with 
Mich singular ioioc and piecis.ion, as to snap the sword of the Khor- 
a'^siunv in the middle. He then ultcicd a loud cry of triumph, 
while his adierserv totally cicsl fallen, was compelled to withdraw' : 
Zulyemnein ox\)rcfsing Ins surprise at the stiange contingencies of 
cimI discord, ii’ A\hich the distinguished commander, and the skilful 
warrior, w itli all tlic ad\aiilagcs of superior arms and discipline, were 
to be cquallv baHled by the wool clad rustic, with his sword of lath. 
Ins sling and w ickcr shield. He miglit have added, perhaps w ith equal 
justice, in A\lnch pccis and ministers of state, the pillars,of royalty, 
could so far forget the noblest principles of duty, as to abandon the 
person of their liege sovereign to the precarious defence of thieves and 
outlaws. Be this howc\cr as it mav, they fought that day at Daur 
urrefleik, w ith equal hcrcencss and obstinacy until night put an 
end to the conflict ; and it will be sufficient to notice, once for all, 
that Ilarcthmah, on his part, experienced, on a variety of occasions, 
■from this ninltitudnious and stigmatized banditti, a resistance not 
less determined and persevering. 

At the commencement how'cver, of the year one hundred and ninet}' 
eight, on the verj' first day of the month of Mohurrim,'®*^ the troops of 
Baghdad of whatever description, both on the side of Hirethmah and 
Zul>emnein, were finally driven wuthin the walls of the town. The 
place w'as now more closely and completely invested , the warlike ma- 
chines of the besiegers w'ere 'planted more directly to beat doAvn 
the defences of the gateways ; and Zvllyemnein having effectually cut 
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offthegarmsoii from its communication with the Tigris, the city war 
thus reduced to the last extremity. In these melancholy and appalling 
circumstances, UlAmein sought one evening to suspend therecollection 
of his sorrows, by the charms of music ; and for this purpose one of his 
women was summoned to attend him. The lady who appeared to Ins 
aid, took up her burbut, or lute, but tuned it to a strain so pensive, 
that the Klialif, feeling lus soirows rather aggravated than relieved, pro- 
ceeded to expostulate with heron a selection so ill suited to Ins state 
of mind , she inournfully besought his forgiveness, alleging, that her re- 
collection furnished her with nothing else. He desired her once more to 
exert her skill, and again she stiuck her lute to the same atfectingmea- 
sures. Onwliich, UlAmein imprecatingabittercurseonher,andonher 
melody, the maid suddenh'^ started from her seat; m doing which, acci- 
dentally striking her foot against a favoiite and costly vase of the Kha- 
lit’s, of the value often thousand dirhems,* it flew into as raan}'^ pieces. 
A circumstance which does not appear to have alleviated her master’s 
displeasure, though it might have served to awaken his recollection. 

A protracted siege had by this time equally worn out the patience 
of U1 Amein, and exhausted the skill and resources of his multifari- 
ous and disorderly garrison. He therefore came to the resolution of 
intreating the protection ofH^rethmah. Fortius purposeheimmediately 
dispatched to apprize tliat.general, that he was ready to go over to him. 
provided such a design might be accomplished without the knowledge 
of Zulyemnem , and on the condition thatHArethmah would engage to 
protect him against the violence of his collegue, and to convey Inin m 
safety to the piesenceof U1 Mimun. Theproposal was gladly acceded 
toby H^rethmah, who sent to inform the Khalif, in reply , that he was 
perfectly disposed to obey his orders. It was accordingly arranged 
that Hkrethmah should approach the palace at midnight in his boat, 
accompanied by a few confidential followers, and that UlAmein should 
come out privately and join him. The correspondence was however 
notconducted with such seciecy as to escape the vigilance ofZfilyeni- 
nein, by whom, as it did not exactly square with his, views it was immc" 
diately determined to disconcert' the design. As soon as night came, 

' lie took post with a considerable division of his army along the bank 
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of the Tigris, embaikinor t^vo hundied soldiers well armed, on board A. H. 198. 

some river ciaft piepared for the purpose, ivith the necessai y instruc- 1. 

tionsmi\ hat manner to pioceed. At the hour appointed, Harethmah ^ebr^ 
w ith his followers repaiied to the spot agreed upon , and U1 Amein in 
the disguise of a slave, his head muffled up in acloak, and accompanied 
by a single attendant only, hastened to the river side, and stepped into 
the boat, iii iihich Harethmah sat anxiously awaiting his approach. 

As soon, however, as the boat had gained the middle of the Tigiis, it 
was surrounded, and assailed by a shower of arrows from those which 
had been armed by the directions of Zuljmmnem. Harethmah and 
Ills followeis resolutely defended themselves for some time , but their 
assailants having with their spears transpierced the sides of the fragile 
bark, it soon filled with water and sunk beneath the stream. Such as 
eould swim immediately threw themselves into the river, and gamed 
the shore the steersman seized HJirethmah by the arm, and conveyed 
him safe to land ; and U1 Amein, on his part committing himself to the 
stream, silsceeded aftei coiisideiable exertion, m gaming the eastern 
bank of the Tigris, opposite to the city. Unfortunately, on the very 
spot where he was ascending the hank of the river, a detachment of ten 
soldiers had been stationed by Zulyemnem, under an inferior officer,’ 
a native of Khorassaun, whose name uas Ibrauhim the son of Jaufier 
of Bffikh The person of the unhappy monarch was instantly recog- 
nized ; and the man compassionately covering him with his cloak to 
protect him from the cold, and mounting hml upon liis own hoise, 
immediately conveyed him to a place of safety. 

Soon afterv ards, while Zulyemnein and his followers were forming 
no other conclusion than that he had perished m the Tigris, Ibrauhim 
jiresented himself to announce to the general, that U1 Amein waa 
safel^Hodged in his tent ; describing the manner m which the unhappy 
prince had fallen into his hands. At rhis period Zul 3 mmnem had 
among his domestics a slave called Koraish, and nicknamed Den- 
dauny, or dentc(ti(<;, fiom the preposterous size of his teeth. This 
man, of whose quabfications he was probably not without experience, 
he now summoned to his presence, directing him to proceed w ithout 
delay to the tent of Ibrauhim, and to bring him the head of U1 Amein.' 

The slave hastened," with obsequious zeal, to the execution ol tlus san- 
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guinai'}’' mandate, and finding liisAvretclicd victim alone and unprotect" 
ed, immediatel}' diew his sword, and approached to attack him. UI 
Amem perceived liis design, and notliing else at hand w’lth w'hiclito 
defend his person, seized his bolster , and with that contiivcd for some 
time to ward off the blows of his executioner. But as this could not 
avail him long, he faltered m his defence, and received a severe cut 
upon the head ; and his remorseless assailant repeating the stroke, the 
unhappy monarch fell upon his face , on whieli the assassin immedi- 
ately throwing himself upon him, severed his head from the shoiilders, 
and conveyed it wutli savage triumph to the presence of his master. 

In possession of this sanguinaiy proof of the approaching termina- 
tion of his labours, Ziil 3 'cmnem invited his principal folloivers to a 
public audience ; and exhibiting to their view his ghastly trophy, the 
head of the slaughtered Ul A mein, proceeded to expatiate in such 
terms as suited liis own immeebate purposes, on the circumstances 
which had precipitated the fall of the unhapp}'’ monarch. He alleged, 
in shoit, that this pioud pi nice, as he thought fit to designate the victim 
of his cruelt}'-, in deciding for the protection ofJIarethmahin preference 
to his, had become the author of his owui destruction. Had his decision 
been the reverse, he affirmed that he might have been, still alive. But 
wdiile the perils of the field of battle, and the fatigues and hardships, ofa 
protracted and laborious siege, w’ere to be thelotofZfilyemneinjitivaSjit 
seems, the design of Ul Amein to rob him of his w^ell earned fame, the 
honorable leward of his exertions; and by accompanjung him to the 
presence of Ul Mhmun, to transfer the wdiole to Harethmali. Zul- 
yemnein now gave orders that the head should be suspended in view 
of the walls of Baghdad , and the features of then immolated sover- 
eign being early recognized by the garrison, the}'' immediately threw 
open their gates ; and surrendering the toAvn to the besiegers, betook 
themselves without further resistance to their respective and ordinary 
occupations : and Zulycmnein thus master of the metropolis of the 
race of Abbas, the calamities of civil discord seemed in an instant to 
be appeased. 

As he suspected, however, that his conduct in the death of the 
murdered monaich, and m the subsequent exposure of his head, w'as 
liable,. to some misiepresentation on the part of Harethmali, Zdlyem- 
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nein conceived it expedient to adopt some steps to vindicate liimself A. H. 198. 
on this point to U1 Mamun ; who had expressly directed that his ^ ^ 
brother should be taken alive. Accordingly when the head of U1 

Tcbrv" 

Ainem was as usual dispatched to the presence of that prince, toge- 
ther n ith the staff and mantle of the prophet, and the seal of the 
Khelaufut, it was accompanied by a letter from Zulyeinnem to the 
following effect. ■ “ Reposing in the good faith and honor of Hareth- 
“ mail a confidence, which, from the unremitting hostilities, that m the 
“ execution of my orders, I w'as compelled to prosecute against him, 

“ he denied to myself, hlahommed-ul-Amein besought by his agents 
the protection of that chief, whom he accordingly prepared to join ; 

“ thus casting upon my integrity an imputation wdiich it never 
“ deserved. In consequence of the arrangement preconcerted between 
“ them, Haiethmah, in the dead of night attended in his boat by the 
“ river side , wdiere the inconsiderate piince thought fit to put himself 
“ into his hands. Wittfho other object than to render him those 
“ honors wdiich were his due as the brother of my sovereign, when he 
“should disembark fiom the boat into wdiich he had conveyed him- 
“ self, I also, at the head of my followers, proceeded to the bank of 
“ the Tigris. Unfortunately, wdien they reached the middle of the 
“ stream, theii frail conveyance filled with water, and sunk to the 
“ bottom Ul Amem swam for his life, and succeeded in gainfngthe 
“ the opposite bank of the rivei ; but having conceived the idea, that 
“ he had been betrayed, he probably repented, when too late, of hav- 
“ mg besought the protection of Haiethmah. Be this as it may, 

“ w hen he found himself safe on shore, he gave the word aloud, 
3I(ihommedna munsx'nin — help for Mahommed; demanding the 
“ assistance of his troops for the renew^al of hostilities. On this 
my follow'ers were ordered, without drawing their swords, to secure 
“ the person of the prince. He persevered however m resisting the 
“ attempt, and perished in the conflict which ensued. The day foU 
“ low iiig the people of Baghdad agreed to give up the towm ; but as 
“ they continued to entertain some doubts as to the fate of their 
“ sovereign, I took his head, and instructed by the example of many 
“ a former prince, displayed it for their inspection. They were by 
this expedient reheved froip their incertitude , and too-ether 
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“with the out-liuvocl bunditti cinployecl in the defence of the 
“town, having retiiincd every one to his avocations, disappearance 
“ of commotion immediately subsided. As for the head— behold, it 
“ accompanies this dispatch 

The report which riarcthmah on his part conceived it expedient to 
convey to his master on the same subject, uas however comprized in 
much fewei words. He bi icily stated, that ha^ ing proceeded accord* 
mg to appointment to receive UI' Amein, he had, as he thought ^ 
beyond the leach of danger, seated him in Ins boat, and was conduct- 
ing him to his camp ; Avhen, to his utter astonishment, in the very 
middle of the sticam, the boat sunk. That, being sufficiently 
engaged in providing foi his own safety^ he saw nothing more of the 
unhappy prince until the following day, Avhen he recognized his head 
in the presence of Talier. J3ut of the circumstances which produced 
such a spectacle, he professed his entire ignorance. 

In the letters tiansnuttcd on this occasion, to announce to Ul Min- 
mun the triumphant termination of the contest uith his brother, 
Ziilycnmein is said to have fuither exphincd, that when, on emerging 
from the Tigiis, the unfoitunate Ul Amein evinced a determination 
to lesist, he had insti ucted his slave, adv'^eiting to Koraish dendauny 
by name, to seize and withhold him from the conserpiences of his rash 
and unavailing obstinacy ; but that disdammg to dehvei himself up, he 
had fought the slave, who was thus compelled, by the necessity ofself- 
defence, to put him to death. Upon which it is observed, that to 
Ul Mamun it was long since known, tl^iat at the birth of his biotherit 
had been piedicted by the astrologers, ihai Amein was destined^ to perish ^ 
by the hand of a understood, however, to imply some individ- 

ual of the celebrated tribe of that name : and sncli being the notion 
enteitained by Ul hlami&n, his minister Fazzel, himself a skilful 
astrologer, m the coirespondence which, in the name of his master, 
he earned on with Zulyemneiii, omitted, not to charge him, on eveiy 
occasion, to be particular in distinguishing among his troops the war- 
riors of the Koraish, whose zeal he wms uniformly instructedi to 
stimulate by every species ^ of encouragement ; although Zhlyemnein 
was but little ,awaie of the motive. When he perused, however, the 
circumstantial relation communicated in the .report of that general, 

UI Mamun found no difficulty in applying the prediction exhihitc 
in his brother’s horoscope. 
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T\\o of Iho clilldron-nfUl ^^I.iniuiu who liiul boon formerly removed 
from ILilvknl) to H.ighd.'uK )\> lil jAniem, and there eonlituiod at this 
pound coufmed to the nnprnal palaoe. were nou' eoiulnctod l>y the 
direction^ of /n’llj*, cmnein. with their mother, into KhoraSMiin , toge- 
ther with Mulummen, and the two cons of Ul Ainein, Mussa and 
Alidnllah. with their molhei, who proeeeded at the same time to the 
presence of ri Mainiin , The dowagoi //iObaidali w'as confined under 
restraint to lier own palace. 

Ma/iowvudul yJmnUyhom the elde.si ofhis two sons, occasionally 
denominated Ahu Miissa, ic staled to hate enjoved a distinction to 
which no other of his race tonld pretend, that of licing, both by 
fatluT and mother, descended Imm the illnslnoiis slock of Abbas ; 
and he IS deserihed to hate been in jicrson ol a fair complexion, tall in 
stalnre. and broad shouldered, with small eyes and a jiromment nose. 
On the day ot his death, w Inch, in the Kliolanssut-nl-akhbanr, is 
recorded to bate taken place in the latter part of Alohurrim,^ one 
linndied and ninett -eight, he could not have attained to his eight 
and tw cntielh } oar , and he perished in the manner w c hat c attempted 
to relate, alter exercising a iireoaitous sotcreignty of four years and 
about SIX months. During the hosiiiities m which he tvas engaged 
with Ul Mainun.itis further remarked, th.it he espoused the daugh- 
ter of Eissa the son ot Jaulfcr , represented to have been a woman of 
genius, and a poetess, w ho employed her muse, tt itli some ability, m 
recording the tirtuos ot her lamented and unfortunate husband In 
slioit, tins prince appears to have inherited from nature a disposition 
of mind, beneiolent, and liberal to a pre-eminent degree, but, 
while embarked in a contest for life and empire, bis supmeness m 
neglecting the duties ot Ins exalted station, for the miserable pursuits 
of prnatc pleasure and amusement, bespoke an imbecility of charac- 
ter but little calculated to secure the respect of a w^arlike people ; and 
It IS not to be w'ondcred at, that Ins star should have ultimately set 
before the superior energies, and the more fortunate destiny of Ins 
brother. 
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fouml it roqulsito to mrtVt? the circuni'^liinoc the suhjcfct of an imme- 
diate di'^patch to U1 i\Iamiin On n Inch, being iiu itecl by his master 
to suc^cbt the arrangements that he conceived advisable to adopt in 
ordoi to defeat the designs of the insnigent, hnzzcl continncd to 
intimate that his opinion n as, already, suflicienlly Known; and he 
could onh repeat that it beho^cd them to hasten into Irak wnthout 
a moment’s delay. The Khalif still contended that the aiithoiity of 
ZiiUemncin was in all respects adequate to the emeigcncy; and 
when the minister obiected that while Znlyemnem w^as employed m 
the extremity of Jezzeiiah, there was reason to ajipichend that the 
aflairsoflmk might fall into confusion, U1 iMainhn then required 
that he should discover some suitable person to assume the govern- 
ment of that pro^ nice. It was under these circumstances that Tazzcl 
undertook to recommend his brother llhsse^ nc, or as he w ill hereafter 
be more frequently denominated, Hussun , although it was still too 
fresh in the remcmberancc of every one at Baghdad, that both he 
and his brother were only known in that city in the quality of hum- 
ble scribes , an occupation wdiich they had notoriously exercised 
during the reigns ot both Alchedy and Harun, without the smallest 
pretensions to any degree of experience, or skill in the profession of 
arms. Of the imprudence of such a choice, U1 hllimun ts said to 
have been sufficiently aw'are , but Fazzel obstinately peisevenng m 
his point, the Khalit w as in this instance compelled to forego his 
opinion. Hussun Sohel was accordingly in\ested wuth the govern- 
'ment of Irak ; instructions being at the same time conveyed to Ziil- 
yemnein, on the arrival of his successor, to deliver over to him, the 
w hole of the cities, and dependencies of that province at present 
under his authority ; and for his owm part to proceed without delay 
tow'ards Rakkah, with the division of the army under liis orders, to 
chastise the usurpation of the insurgent Nasser , the government of 
that quarter, including Mossul and the wdiole of Jezzeirah, being con- 
ferred upon him, m the room ofwffiat it had been fonnd expedient to 
-consign to another peison. On the same occasion Harethmah was 
required to transfer to Hussun Sohel the troops who had hitherto fol- 
low'ed his standard ; and to return with such as were immediately 
.attached to his owm person into Khorassaun, 
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' On Ills arrival at Baghdad, the army and the government were both 
accordingly lesigned to the disposal ofHussuii Sohel, by Ziilyeranein, 
and Harethmah ; the former proceeding towards Rakkah equally dis- 
satisfied with M^mun, and ivith his minister. In a similar temper of 
mind, Hbretlimah took hisdeparture for Khorassaun, both oftliese duels 
havingentertamed a notion, thatthe Khalifwould scarcely be induced to 
deprive them of the authority which they had established at Baghdad. 
Of the troops which, in conformity with his instructions, H^retliiiiali 
delivered over to the discretion of the new governor of Irak, the 
immediate command had been usually exercised by a slave, or client 
of his own, of the name of Abu Serraya ; and -to this peison they 
\^ere noiv left in charge,' under the authority of Hussun Solid. The 
insurgent Nasser ben Shebeib having shut himself up within the for- 
tifications of Rakkah, on the approach of Zulyemnein, tlie latter 
immediately formed the siege of that city , exhibiting, however, no 
other indication of hostility, or of a design to effect the subjugation 
of the place, than by the position which, in total inaction, he thus 
continued for a longtime to occupy before its gates. 

As had been in some measure foreseen, the character of Hussnn 
SoheTs government displayed to the inhabitants of Baghdad, both 
soldiers and others, something very foreign to what they been accus- 
tomed to admire ; neither did they attempt to conceal their surpri’^c 
and dissatisfaction at this appointment of U1 Mhmun's, which, hfe 
some other leccnt proceedings of that pi nice, they ascribed to the 
impioper influence exercisedby the brother, to whom, they said,tli<y 
w ell understood the management of affairs had been now too generally 
resigned by his master. 

At a crisis thus verging towards confusion and disturbance, fu 
indn idual of the race of Ally, descended from Irnaum lIussoMie, el 
the name of M.ihoinmed son of Ibrahim, and on whom they thowdit 
fit to confer the title of Tehauteba, was clandestinely employrd at 
Rutah m soliciting the allegiance of the people for “ LI Ilu//^a ol th' 
race of the prophet and had succeeded to a great extent rn l>n 
iiig upon the inhabitants to cng.ygc pri\atcly in his vn-us v le n >> 
the month of Jummaud} tlie second,^ Ahii Serraya, at the |ir,id"t.>i 
troop', tiitf’refl Kufah , and iin itmg Tebaiitcha from the privacy 
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v.lijrlilio Ijnd liilhorlo 1)rrn opmUiirr. oprnlv dorlurd in favorofliis 
di "icn''. and, tindoi Ins pro^'innod .nithonty, bt rainn entire niaslci of 
tile nJ \ . 

'rill' per^^on who no\\ dt ninnds om .iltimtion under tbo appellation 
of Aim Siiiui fadtt r of it "tov^ js mid oritrtndlv to li u e borne th e 
nani(' ot Senaxai the son ot Munsur and to Inne been a de'^eindant 
Iroin 1 lavni\ .or ratln r more rorr< etb\ fiom \\ an/, the ‘^on of Kabeirnb, 
or K abeiss.ib. tlu' Mie\ b nnn.Mi : tbesa n<' that in tbe battle of 7akaur, 
.It the be.al of tlie Ar.ibs of lit n.ib sositjn.tlK di'le.ited tlic troojis of 
KbovsTon Tarxii/ sonii' tune sublet fjui nt to the eonfliet of IJeidcr. 
lint \\ Intel t'r nuirlit line lu i n the reiion n of bn .uieestor. Abn Scr- 
r.n 1 M.'s bmisi'li the si n e of 1 1 tu tbin.di . .dthoie^b in tb.it bumble 
sitnition sneb \\ is the (sittnu wbnb In b.ul n (pined b\ Ins t, dents 
and fnUbtN. tint N\ber(\t'r bn m nier \\ .n jinm ip.d in nnthoritv, be 
in\.iri.ibl\ t Non nt (1 tilt' fnnrt ions ol beui< mill On the present occe- 
‘= 1011 . \N h('n be ^\.ls (lirerted to truisfei tJie tIoop>^ ol bn dnision to 
llinsun Sole 1. Il.nelbm.di b'li those w ln» ser\ I'd on bn on n immedi- 
ate p.n . tn tin' rb irj" of Abn .'^eri.n a .n bn In'iiti'iiaiil e;ene r.d , w Inic 
be prooi c (’“d lunneli on bn ininne\ into Ivlior.ns uin. 

I Inlu rio li.ibnn.itt d to tin b ss .ndnom ,n ot'.n ions t^fseen'tai \ . and 
lnt.dl_\ iinprif in ( d m tin' «'omm.ind orarnnes, 1 1 iissnii Soln l. aceord- 
inir to the iKdiuin ol our .nitboi at le.nt, possessed but feu ot the 
qualifications retjumte lor the eontroul ol the innm'roin and populous 
cities now so un.u!\ nt'div ( omunlt('d to bn maii.i'jrt'UU'nl lletaknitr 

’ w 

bimscll tlnrcloro, llo\^^\t.r jireinatun'lN , to indiiiue m hisnatur.il bun, 
the exeicne ol bis pen, be proceeded, on the ]>lea that llu'ii scr\ ices 
^^erc no loiraiei rerpiired, to stiiko out fiom the list of stipendiaries, 
top:ethei ^\nll \ .uious of the troops of Jbu^iulad, a "rcat piojiortion of 
lliose \\boh.u\ been eonsn^ned to bn authority by llaretbmali ; 
and at the heed ol the l.Ulei, thus improvulentlv deprived ot their 
subsntani e, Abu Seirav.x losentmcrtbc injuiy, sbortlv afteru ards quit- 
ted 13.igbd.ul, and hastened to Kufah , wlieie in the mannci pist lelatcd, 
be drew fioni obscurilv the usurper Tebauteba and liis race, and to 
bun, togcthci with Ins disc.udcd followers, publicly pledged Ins 

allcn-iance 
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To oppose the designs of these insingtjnts, as soon as he ^Vas apprized 
of their proceedings, Hussiin Sohel fust made choice of Zchcir the 
son of Mosseib, one of the military chiefs of his government, vlio 
accordingly advanced to Kufah -at the head of ten thousand of the 
tioops of Baghdad. BiitAbiiSerraya issuing from the ton n tognchim 
battle, Zeheir was defeated with consideiable slaughter, a lahiable 
booty becoming the rewaidofthe conqueror. Re-enteringKufah, hoa- 
evei, with the captured property in his tram, Abu Serraya was surpris- 
ed by an unexpected demand, on the part of Tebauteba, for the spoils 
of his victory, which he M'as compelled to relinquish on the spot , but 
as this was a species of usurpation to which the succesful adventure: 
was little disposed to submit, the u retched Tebauteba vas the ver} 
same night taken off by a dose of poison, administered through li8 
contiivance , Mahommed the grandson of Zeid,anothei descendantfrom 
Imaum Husseyne, being chosen the follov mg day to supply Ins place, 
u hile the supreme direction of his councils was henceforward appro- 
priated uith little ceremony to himself by Abu Seiiaya. 

Subsequent to the departure of Zeheir, a fresh body of troops liad 
been dispatched by Hussun Sohel, eithei to sustain, or to retrieicthc 
miscarriage of, that commander. But this detachment experiencing 
a similar repulse and disgrace at the gates of Kufah, a spirit of gencr.tl 
revolt appeared at once to spread itself through the u hole race oi 
Ally , of whom a number of individuals immediatel}' staiting up, aiil 
entering from different quarters into a coirespondence with Abii Sc • 
rava, were him, uithout difficulty, confirmed m the goveinmcnte* 
those places, from which they had succeeded in banishing the autlio*' 
itv of U1 Mamun. In the mean time Abu Serrava with MahoiniU'^d 
the Husseymto the instiument of his ambition, on uhoiniicn*' 
conferred the title of Amczi -vl-monmcnein, took up Ins pcrinan'nt 
abode at Kufah , whence he pioceeded to direct that the name ot 
^lamun should he expunged from the public orations mall the 
torv uhich had submitted to his usurpation. Ills views nnwcxteii' ^ 
to the entire subjugation of Irak ; and a chief of the insurir^ rit ' 
as aecordingh dispatched, u ith a competent force, to t ike ' 

ot AVaussit ; u bile Zeid the sou ot iNliissa, another oi the race of ^ 
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inn. prorocdml (ownnK , bolli r)r\\lnch cUic*; npprarto have 

sulMiiiltotl viihoiil rc‘'i''t.inrr. 

In iho porpli’\H\ orc.iMonod li\ the .il.irmjnc: pm^ro'.s of the insur- 

r. rtion. Ilii'-sun Solid ronreued it oxprdn-nt to (h<p.ilrh, \Mthout 
further (lel.u . to roe.il 11 iirelhni.ih , w iio, w hen the di'^luih.inecs broke 
out, h.id not ^<'t pro-=»'euted hi^^ iourne\ be\ontl Ihdwann To the 
rept .iti d nn \ur<; of llu‘'*-\ui. he dul not ho\\eM>r appear dicposed to 
]Vl^ the '-in.dh ‘it .ittention , until on re.iehin" ll.un.ul.uin, ho u a'? o^ er- 
liken li\ a di^ji.’t’di Ironi th.it chief, w liieh threatened, unless he 
in^il.uilK retmeed hi‘. ‘•top'; to Ikulid ul. to in.ike c;uch a repre^icntalioa 
ol hi*. ( ondurt. both to VI M.'iiiiiin .ind his niini'.ter, ns should enforce 
Ins ri turn though he ni'reai the i:.U< s of M< ru intiinatinc: at the 

s. une tunc in terms n huh eould h.irdU be mist nneeived, th.it the 
rd iiion 111 whidi he stood \\ ith tluM iueh‘ uler of the insui^ents, was 
sufluienth notorious, to the vorld, .lud th.it it \\ ,is !>> no means 
dilheull to infer, th.it tlu' jiroceidin^s of the sl.ue had ongmalcd in 
the instruetioiis of hi< m.istcT. With sueh an acc.us.ition nnpcndmj^, 
1 l.'irethm.ih eonet'ued it mmlit be eMrc'indv h.u.irdous to apjic.u in 
till' prestnee of I 1 M.'unuii , coiiMiieed at the same time as ho veil 
must h.ue bi'en, that under such eircmnstances, no means nould be 
h-fi unom])lo\ cd bv l'a//d to aceomplish his tLsiniction JJe sub- 
mitted iherdore with a "ood grace to yield to the importiinilies ot 
Ilussnn; and retiiriiing shortly aftorw ards to Bagluk'd, cxpeiieiiced 
from thatolheer. iintw itlistandiiig what liact passed, .i \ery honorable 
and outwaidh cordial recejition. 

Being now placed at the head of the force destined to serve against 
Abii Sorra\a, llarclhmah marched out of Bae:d,‘ul, detaching Ally the 
sonofSaaul, with the advanced guard, to exiicl fiom B'^aussit the 
jierson b\ whom it had been seized lor the iiisurgent In the mean 
tune, Inning in vain employed messengers to lecal linn to a sense of 
duty, Il.'irethmah advanced at length in person to give battle to Abii 
Serraya, whom ho attacked, and defeated with gicat slaughter, com- 
pelling him to ictiic for sheltci to the castle ol Ebon Mobairah and 
irom thence, bj' a close and ardent pursuit, to continue his flight to 
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Kufab. On th’s the ■^'acccssful £:cneral encamped Ins army for some 
time near tiie same castle of Ebcn llobanah. 

To tins peiiod, man3' of the kindred of the house of Abbas, and 
particularly of the family otUl Muncui and iSIchcdy. v.ere still suf- 
fered to reside in very opulent circumstances at Kufah , but on the 


lecent discomfiture and retuin to that place, of Abu Sel'ra^a thtir 
destiny vas suddenly ebansred , they were banished from their 
habitations, nhicli, together v ith the v hole of their property, being 
either destroyed, or confiscated to the use of the msurirent, they hast- 
ened towards the castle of Eben Ilobaiiah, n here, in the camp ot 
Harethmah, they found an asylum for their persons. 

The month of Zulkaudah vas now arrived: and as the Iladiies 


from Persian Irak and Khorassaun, and the other proyinces of the 
east were, it seems, on the approach of the season of the pilgrimage, 
necessarily to pass through the territory now occupied by the troops 
of Harethmah, they were in great numbers preyented from the prose- 
cution ot their sacred design by the orders of that general. On the 
other hand, Abu Seiraya on ins part did not fail to dispatch to Mek- 
kah, another of the race of Ally, descended from Imaum Husse^ne, 
whose name Avas Hussun, subsequently known by the appellation ot 
Eben-ul-Eftess, (son of the flat-nosed) and v ho took his departure 
from Kufah during the month ofZulkaudah. m order to preside in the 
ceremonies of the visitation ; while about the same period Mahom- 
med the son of Suliman, by the expulsion of the lieutenant of the 
house of Abbas, obtained possession of Aledemah. On the evening 
of the ninth of Zilhudje, while the pilgrims without either prince or 
pontiff, were collected on Mount Arafaut, Eben ul Eftess, accompanied 
by his gOA'ernor, or preceptor, Daoud the son of Alussa, arrived in the 
neighborhood of Alekkah ; and having peiformed the duties of ere- 
ning service in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, proceeded to join 
the Hadjies, on Arafaut, where he remained until midnight. 
The following day,’^ he returned and was alloived to take final posse*- 
Sion of the sacred citi’'. 

In the former part of Mohurrim, of the year two hundred, Plareth- 
mnh led bis army to the gates of Kufah ; from A\hich, nith recruited 


^ Tile 20tli of June, A. D. 815, 


123 


po^^cls, Abu ScvraAa issued once more to give bnn battle. lie w?s 
■aoain defeated , and being pursued into the tonn by bis conqucior, j 
be was compelled to fly liom thence ton aids Bassoiab, taking nith 
bun the pageant ^lahommed, the adherents of the family, and the 
n hole of the tr6ops who continued attached to his interests On 
the banks of the Dcyjelah, oi Tigris, be nas attacked on his maicli, 
and discomfited with fresh slaughter bv a division of the garrison of 
^Taussit, detached to inteicept liis retreat by Allv tlie son of Saeid, 
the governor on the part of narethmah Being in the last conflict 
severely wounded, and disabled from further active hostilities, Abii 
Serravanon bent his steps in tiie direction ofJczzeiiah, where, iii 
the city of Rauss-ul-Eyne, he had, as he flattered himself, provided 
an abode atfamst the contingencies of adverse fortune. He had how- 
ever no sooner entered the boundaiics of Jezzeiiah, than he found 
himself further opposed by a detachment of the troops of Hussiin So- 
lid. undei a commander of the name of Hameid ; by uhom he was 
immediately secured, and together with the ivhole of his followers, 
conducted m safe custody to the presence of the governor of Irak. 
At a subsequent period he uas put to death b}' that chief, and our 
author concludes his story with the remark ,^that, it has been recorded, 
that no criminal vas ever knovn to utter such Auolent lamentations, 
or to betray such total v ant of fortitude at the moment of execution, 
as this same wretched Abu Serraya 

. Wlien it was sufficiently ascertained that nothing further was to be 
apprehended from the attempts of Abu Serraya, AII3’ the son of Saeid 
received the orders of HJuethmah to advance from Waussit, and take 
possession of Bassoiah. At the period under consideration, Zeid the 
son of ^lussa, and brother of Iraaum Ally Ruzza, from the frequent 
conflagrations with which he had laid waste the terntory under his 
authoiity, surnamed Zeid-ul-Naur, Zeid the incendiary^ continued to 
rule over that city ; but was become, by his vices and intolerable 
cruelties, so completely odious to the inhabitants, that the lieutenant 
of Harethmah no sooner appeared before their gates, than they seized 
the pel son of their oppressor, and delivered him into the hands of 
that officer, by whom he was condemned to languish in the solitude 
of a prison. A brother of this man’s, of the name of Ibrauhim, had 
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A. ri. 200. contrived about the same time to establish himself in Yemen, and by 
similar atrocities, to render himself equally detested ; having, by his 
Taiiidi sanguinary character acquired the appellation of Ibr'auhim-ul-Jezzaur, 
Tebry. Ibrauhim the butcher. 

Such also IS represented to have been the conduct of Hussun-uh 

\ 

Eftess at Mekkah, that, driven to extremity by various instances of 
oppression and insolence, either on his part or that of his officers, the 
people at last conspired to effect his destruction ; but becoming by 
some channel or other apprized of his dangei, he contrived for the 
present to escape their vengeance. Distinguished for his exemplary 
piety, and unblemished manners, Mahommed, the son of Imaum Jauf- 
fer-us-Saudek, had long since taken sanctuary, as he conceived against 
the projects of ambition, at Mekkah, and to him, •when they under- 
stood that the inhabitants would no longer submit to the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of theirprmcipal, that Abu Seiraya was no longerin a condition 
to be of use to their designs, and that the house of Abbas had recovered 
Its authority in Irak, the adherents ofthe race of Ally, wlio served m the 
tram of Hussun-ul-Eftess, now applied themselves; and engaging to 
secure for him the allegiance of the people, whose resentments they had 
awakened by their misconduct, they invited him from his retirement, 
and importuned him to accept of their submission. All this he at 
first declined, alleging that no earthly consideration should ever 
prevail with him to withdraw from the service of his God but 
instructed by the admonitions of their leader, the followeis of Hus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, by repeated protestations of their sincere repentance 
for their crimes and atrocities, and by a promise of embracing the 
doctrines of his sect, at the same time that he accepted their allegiance, 
ultimatelj'' persuaded this abstinent recluse, once more to revisit the 
haunts of men ; receiving the homage not only of the troops of Hus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, but of the inhabitants of hlekkah at large; who congra- 
tulated themselves on being thus unexpectedly relieved fiom the 
oppressions.of the usurper , who was constrained on his part to reside 
in pnvacj^ although his.son Ally was permitted to assume the man- 
agement of affairs under thepretended controul of Mahommed Jauffcry- 
It was while these transactions took place at Mekkah that Ibianhiiii' 
ul-Jezzaur succeeded in expelling Ishauk the son of Mhssa of the race 
of Abbas, fiom Axemen . but the extiudcd lieutenant still continuing, 
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to hover on the skiits of his province, was no'sooner apprized that the 
inhabitants vcie become disaflected towards Eben-ul-Eftess and his 
agents, than he approached that way, aa ith the design of getting pos- 
session of the city. INIahomined the son of JanlFer hastened to gn^e 
him battle, accompanied by the son of Hnssun-ul-Eftess , but the men 
of Mekkah Avithholdiiig then suppoitfiom the race of the prophet, the 
troops of the house of Abbas preA’^ailed , their general immediately 
entered and made himself master of the sacred cit}^ putting to the sword 
in great numbers, the adherents of the A'^anquished pait}'- aa“1io had the 
misfortune to fall into his hands hlahommed the son of Jauffer, Avho 
had so umvisel}" exchanged his tranquil retreat for the precarious 
pursuits of ambition, contriA'ed however to escape to Juddah. His 
son, or that of Eben-ul-Ettess, it is not clear Avhich, AA-^as killed in the 
action AA Inch took place on this occasion near Mekkah , Avhile others 
of the party took flight m A'arious directions. Having placed the city 
of Mekkah m a state of suflicient secuiity, the son of jMussa proceeded 
AA ithout further delay to Juddah , Avhere he contriA’-ed Avithout much 
difficulty to get into his hands the peison of the fugitn'e IMahommed 
Avho imploied his protection, and Avas received to mercy , the success- 
ful geiieial being satisfied to reconduct him back to Mekkah, where 
from the vestibule of the sanctuary (miaun-e-rokken-Avo-mhkaura) he 
compelled him to renounce his short-liA^ed authoiity, and m the face 
of the public, to submit to that of U1 Mamun, 

In the mean time Mahommed the son of Harun, the brother of U1 
Mamun, and the same that succeeded to the throne of the Kbalifs 
under the title of iSIdtassem, had been dispatched by the government 
of Irilk to recover Yemen , of Avhich AvehaA'e already seen that Ibrau- 
him-ul-Jezzaur had recently made himself master. To oppose the 
entrance of this piince as soon as his destination Avas ascertained, a des- 
cendant of Aukkail the son of Ab&tauleb, and the brother of Ally, Avas 
employed bj’^ TJl Jezzaur : and as Abu Ishauk, AA'hich Avas the familar 
appellatnmof hlutassem, hadin thefirstinstance proceeded to Mekkah, 
in order tobe present during the concluding ceremonies of the pilgrim- 
age, at the close oftheyeartwo hundred, and AAuth the designof continu- 
ing his march into Yemen at a future opportunity, the Aukkailite 
appeared AAith a considerable force at the gates of that city. But 
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being furnished with the necessary military aid, Abu Ishauh was 
immediately sent out, by the governor -of Mekkah, to give battle to the 
intruder, who was compelled to retire with shame and* loss. 

Soon after he had brought the war with Abii Serraya to so fortunate 
a termination, HussunSohel had allotted to H&rethmah, the govern- 
ment of Damascus ; which that warlike and haughty chief disdained 
however to accept at his hands, demanding at the salne time his dismis- 
sion for Khorassaun, in confoimity to his original instructions, butas 
the governor of Irak persisted in opposing this design, Harethmah 
quitted Khfah without his concurrence, causing it to be intimated 
to him' that he should seek an interview with his sovereign at the gates 
of his palace ; theie to narrate the circumstances of his own story with- 
out the inteiference of subordinate authority^ That if it were found 
expedient to remand him to Irhk, it rested with the better judgment 
of then commonsuperior, and' that he should obey ivithout scruple But 
that at all events he conceived it far more honorable to receive Ins 
authority from the handsof hissoveieign,than fromany such contempt- 
ible delegate as he considered him to be. Pie furthei discovered his 
intention of appealing at Mcru in thepiide and pomp of recent victory, 
and at a private conference with (J1 Mhmiin to undeceive him with res- 
pect to Iikk, and to the character of Plussun SoheL On all these sub- 
jects the latter did not fail to advertise his bi other who hastened on 
his part to avail himself of his influence with U1 M^mfln, to prepossess 
the mind of that prince to the disadvantage of Haiethmah , whom he 
did not sciuple to accuse of having bi ought contempt on the authority 
of his sovereign at IBaghd^d, and of having emploj'^ed the traitor Abu 
Serraya to bring from obscurity, and to promote with such formidable 
though transient success, the claims of the race of Fatima , since it was 
not probable that the slave should have .conceived such a design, ifB 
had not been consonant to the views of his master. And lastly, that 
after rejecting with disdain his brother’s appointment to the province 
of Syria, he was now repairing to court ,m defiance of the express 
commands of his sovereign- t , . ' i, < ■ ' ' 

'By these and similar lepresentations the rnind of U1 M^mhn wms at 
last sufficiently predisposed . against Pl^rethmah , apd it .yms there- 
fore resolved to keep him at a distance, by confirming his noirp' 
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tinlion lo llio covcrnmont of Damasctis, to ^^lncll lliat ofllciaiiz was 
now annexed, and tlic nece'^sars letter^ patent w ere accordingly dis- 
patched to meet him. Tcr^i^'ling liowcvci in Ins original design, 
II ‘irctliniah paid hut little attention to these letters, and continued 
Ins jonrnev to the gates of Mcru , winch, to the sound ot Ins kettle 
diiinis, and AMth ensiyns displayed, ho immediately entered wnthout 
further cerenioiiA, proceeding in tins mannei, at the head of Ins 
followers through the citN to the jialacc of U1 Mainun. Aifecting 
to he surprised it the noise and tumult occasioned hy Ins approach^ 
that prince dcsin'd to he nilormcfl, whence these unauthorized 
sounds ofunlitaiv inusK'^ and heiiig acqu nnted liv Ins minister, m 
languafre hut little calculated to soothe Ins reseiitineiit, that they 
proceeded from the tram of 1 laiethinah, who was coming in contempt 
of his orders to pa\ him a\isit; the monarch became thoroughly 
iiKciiscd and torthwith directed that the insolent intruder should be 
brought before him The attendants piocceded accordingly, and con- 
ducted him w nil his hands hound to the presence ot U1 Mamiin ; w ho 
accosting liiinw ithaii airofstcin disiileasine, demanded if he really pos- 
sessed the audacitN thus to approach his pcison in immediate defiance 
of Ins express commands, oi was he to disbelieve the evidence of Ins 
own senses^ and to render his insolence the moie notorious, that he 
should mnk Ins unhidden entiy to the capital of his sovereign, Avith 
all the triumph of martial pomp ^ The degraded chief attempted to 
explain Inmsclt, hut in this he was picvcnted hy the attendants , the 
foot soldiers of the Khalit’s guard being dnected to beat him wntb 
their fists about the head and neck , and m that state, wdth his nose 
demolished, and Ins face otherwise severely battered, he w^as imme- 
diately diasged to Ins piisoii , where, altci languishing for a few days, 
he was finally put to death, through the agency of Fazzel the son of 
Sohel. 

AVhile the career of Haiethmali A\as thus terminated at iMeru, the 
tuibulent soldiery at Baghdad proceeded to the extreme of expelling 
their governor, Hussun Sohel, from that city, who w’^as thence diiven 
to' reside at Nelierw’^aun , wdiere, and not before, it rvould appear, 
that the captive Abu Serraya w'as uoav condemned to suffer death. 
Having vindicated his authont}'- by this act of justice, he then 
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H. '201' returned to'svards BagTidSid ; But failing in Ids attempt to procure 
t). 816 . admission, he withdrew to Medaein, with the design of proceedin 
Tarikh further towards 'Waussit, as he might be constrained by circumstances^ 
T^bry. qP refractory troops of his government. He dis- 

patched in the mean time one of hjs oldcers, Ally the son of Hasli- 
aum, to conduct, m his behalf, the affairs of Baghdad ; and this person 
having obtained from his principal a promise t^atisfy a demand for 
'Six months pay on the part of the army, they were content for a 
short time to submit to his authority ; but a month being suffered to 
olapse without any thing to indicate a performance of this promise, 
the soldiers mutinied afresh against ^us substitute of their obnoxious 
commander. They were however once more appeased by an engage- 
ment on his part to defray their expences, until such time as he should 
be furnished with a sufficient supply of treasure to discharge the 
whole of their demand. 

It was formerly stated that the insurgent Zeid-ul-Naur, of the race 
of Ally, after having exeicised a temporary usurpation at Bassorali, 
to the entire disgust of the inhabitants, was by them delivered up to 
Ally the son of Saeid, who committed his person to the confinement 
of a prison About the period of which we are now speaking, the 
the captive Zeid, however, contrived to effect his escape ; and having 
joined a brother of Abfi Serraya, who wandered about the neighbor- 
hood in some sort of disguise, was encouraged, by the number of dis- 
affected men who assembled round his standard, to the design of once 
more getting possession of Bassorah. But a force being seasonably 
detached against him by Ally the son of Hashaum, the lieutenant 
-governor of Baghdad, the design was frustrated ; the brother of Ahu 
Seiraya was killed in an action which took place on this occasion; 
and Zeid, becoming again a captive, was now Conveyed to Baghdad, 
where he was condemned, for a short time longer, to expiate the errors 
of an hopeless ambition in the solitude of a prison. Nevertheless, 
the mutinous soldiery of that metropolis again conspiring to subvert 
the authority of their governor, broke open his prison gates, and set 
him once more at large. But instructed by recent misfortunes, he 
determined this time forever to abandon such perilous enterprises! 
^ud contrived to conceal himself so effectually, from these^who sought 
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him for the purpose of placing him on the tlirone of Ihe Khalifh in 
opposition to U1 MJimhn, as to elude their most diligent inquiry. 

Thus frustrated In their intentions with respect to Zeid-uI-Naur, 
the insurgents turned their views upon Munsur the son of Mehedy, 
still residing at Baghdad as a private individual , to whom they accord- 
ingly repaired with an offer of the throne of the Khelaufut, and of their 
immediate allegiance. But finding that he steadily resisted every 
importunity to accept of the sovereign power, they then made him 
the proposal of assuming the government, as the lieutenant of UI 
M^mfin, since it was their fixed determination never to submit to the 
authority of Hussun Sohel in any shape. To this Munsur yielded 
his assent, and proceeding to the exercise of his power, gave the first 
^roof of it by repeating the Khotbah m the name of Ul Mamun , after 
V Inch he invited Fazzel the son of Rabbeia from his secret abode at 
Baghdad, and conferred upon him the appointment ofVezzeir. 

These events produced in the mind of Hussun Sohel increasing 
apprehension. And as he conceived himself not perfectly safe against 
the attempt of his adversaries at Medaein, he removed without delay 
foi greater security, fiom that place to AYaussit, halfway to Bassorah 
along the Tigiis.^ In the mean time the insurgents at Baghdad were 
no less eager to gratify, than he v as to elude their revenge, and ceased 
not their importunities to be led against him. Tauher Ziilyemnem, in 
■Ills camp before Rakkah, appears all the while to have contemplated 
these convulsions with perfect indifference, until he became apprized 
•of the proceedings of the troops in favor of Munsur. He then conceived 
it expedient to dispatch, from among the tioops of Khorassaun, a dis- 
tinguished captain of the name of Mahommed ben Khaled, to concert 
with that prince some determined plan of operations , and otherwise to 
to afford him every assistance in the attack which was meditating 
against Hussun Sohel. On the appearance of this new chief at Bagh- 
dad, the V hole of the soldiery immediatel}’’ collected round his person ; 
demanding that Munsur should appoint him their lieutenant general, 
for the purpose of conducting them without delay against the odious, 
and detested Hussun. Their clamours had been too frequentl}’^ suc- 
cessful to be in tins instance exerted in vain. Mahommed ben 
K-haledvas accordingly invested uith the military command; and ^ 
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con&Idciable foice soon aftenAarcls marclieci nn71cr liisordcis toana!^ 

Vraiissit In the neighborhood of that city they \\ cie opposed in 
battle by the troops of Hussun Solid , and their commandor Innii: 
'severely wounded in the action, they weie compelled nitli disn:nue 
and loss to return to Baghdad, Avhere he expired ol his n oinuls. JI.o- 
mg honevei chosen Eissa, the son of then deccascdgeneial tocon'iDiiiid 
in the room of his father, they proceeded a second time toward' 
'Wau'^sit, and were again defeated uith accumulated slaiigliter, la 
Hameid the son of Abdul Hameid ofTuss, employed against tlieiii .it 
the head of the troops of Hussun Solid 

Iiiitated by repeated disgrace, discomfituie, and loss, the soldier'^ mi 
their return this tune to Baghdad, became still moie violent in tluir 
clamours, urging n itii equal rage and impatience to be led again with- 
out delay to meet their obnoxious govcrnoi • a\ horn, under (hoodioih 
• apjidlation of the magiun son of a magtan they announced their uii.l- 
teiable resolution, never more to admit into aiithoriU , whose hioth r 
Fazzd they proclaimed to he equally ohnoxioiis to then choice, .n’d 
jirotcsting moreover, that if hen as not nithout further delay detrr, itlol 
from the Vizzaumt, U 1 hlamiin himself was to considerthat Iroin tint 
day they had abinred his authority as Khalif IlaMiig adopted tla-ft 
A lolcnt resolutions, they proceeded to demand that i iarlhein tlic son <'i 
llauzcm might be appointed Sepah-salaur, oi lieutenant gt'ner.d. h) 
AA horn they aa ere conducted once more to the gates of A\’aussil, I hm" I'l 
the Tussite being again employed to opjiose hi n on the paitof 1111'"'^ 
Solid, aaIuIc Yahcya the son ofAlh tiic Mahanitc aa as dispatelitd h)' 
hlnnshr to take possession ol Medaom 
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polls was abandoned, fov another season, to the dominion of civil 
discord, and of eveiy species of outrage and atrocity 

The troubles Inch afflicted the piovince of Iiak were, however, 
destined at last to reach the eais of Ul Mimun , but the souice fiom 
nhich they sprung n as concealed fiom him, as sedulously as evei, 
by his aitlul and ambitious minister Instead of ascribing the evil 
M here it was due, to the general, and determined aversion of the people 
to the goveinmentof his biotlier, the A'^^ezzeir continued to impress his 
sovereign with a belief, that it entirely originated in the projects perpe- 
tually renewed by the persecuted race of Ally , of whom, he asserted 
there was not a city in the empire, in which some individual had not 
started up, to vindicate the claims of his family On the basis of such 
a representation, the Khahf, after long deliberating on the subject, 
ultimately decided on adopting the following expedient. It was 
lesolved betwixt him and his ministei, that some one shoilld be imme- 
diately sought of the lineage of Ally, whose piety and wisdom should 
be already acknowledged throughout the limits of Isslam, whose life 
should have been unpolluted by the vanities of human ambition; and 
M hose superior claims should be universally admitted by the whole 
race. This distinguished individual when discovered, it was then 
determined to conduct into Khorassaiin, to be immediately proclaimed , 
successor to the tin one of the Khalifs, on the demise of Ul MhmCin ; 
111 such a manner as to convince the whole race that on the death ot that 
piince, the sovereign power should descend, without failuie, from the 
house of Abbas to that of Ally An expedient by which it was hoped 
to unite the whole family in the interests of Ul Mamun, and of this 
their lineal representative ; and finally to appease those commotions 
with which they had so often distuibed the tranquillity of the !Mahom- 
medan government 

In prosecution ofthisplan, theinquiry was setonfoot without further 
delav , and the selection lesting upon^//y Ruzza, the eighth linauin, 
now residing at Baghdad, (and the brother as it would appear of Zeid-ul- 
Naur, though of a character perfectly the reverse) it was finally deter- 
mined, between the Khahf and his minister, that he should be immedi- 
ately brought from Irak, and declared successor to the empire on the 
death of Ul MJimun , and tiiat the latter should proceed, without delay. 
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, 4 . H- 201. to introduceamonghissubjectsthedoctrinesoftheSheiahSjCailingupoo 

A. D. 816 , them to acknowledge thelmaumut, or pontificate, in the descendantsof 
Tankh and Fatima, in the hope that the plots and conspiracies, which had 

Tebiy. jjggji hitherto directed against the reigning power, might be banished 
the land, and that the disaffected might be at length permanently recon- 
ciled to the authority of U1 Mhmfin. It may perhaps appear extraor- 
dinary that, when the matter became thus finally arranged, Fazzel 
conceived it no longer necessary to disguise from his master, that the 
seditious and turbulent spiiit, on so many recent occasions exhibited 
by the troops of Baghdad, had in truth its origin in their rooted 
aversion to the government of his brother Hussun ; neither does it 
appearless unaccountable, that such a discovery should have produced 
no sort of change in the resolutions of U1 Mhmun , unless indeed thfr 
' plan is to be considered altogether as a matter of political expediency, 
to answ'er the purposes of the moment, and to be adhered to, or aban- 
doned, just as the occasion might eventually require. 

Be this however as it may, Rudjai the son of Zohauk, a maternal 
uncle of U1 Mamdn's, accompanied by a confidential domestic of the 
name of Tfimauss, was dispatched to conduct Ally Huzza from Bagh- 
dad to Merh ; whilst U1 Mamfin hastened on his part to publish thiough 
, that city, the rights of the Slieiahs, or adherents of Ally ^ proclaiming 
at the'^ame time, that after himself the Khelaufut was to devolve in 
full sovereignty toAllytheson ofMfissa, thatllew'as tobeconsideredin 
the immediate exerciseof the sacred functions ofthelmaumut , and that 
it was no longer lawful to molest with injurious persecutions the man 
w^ho, in himself, and in his illustrious predecessors, had already suffered 
too grievously, fiom the oppressive policy of the houses of Ommeyah 
and Abbas. That, With acknowledged justice on the side of his new 
found collegue, circumstances which he cOuld not controul had alone 
precluded him from an immediate abdication in his favor , but as heir 
apparent, and successor to the Khelaufut, next after himself, and to the 
' entire exclusion of his own offspring, he now solemnly nominated the 
same Ally the son of Mfissa, by the title of Urruzza, of the race of 
Mahommed ; further demanding for him, and for his son Mahommed 
Tekky after him, the allegiance of the people. Togive the utmost 
■jipparent solidity to these arrangements, U1 Mamun on the subsequent 
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;\rn\al of ilic two prince'? ntMoruJiC'^towcd upon A^ly Unrza tlic hand 
ol Ills cldc';! (lani;lUor C)inm-o-ITah('il>. and that of In'? \ onn^osljOinm- 
iil-ra77cl, npon (he yontldnl Mahnnimed and lastly, the black bannci, 
and \unlorin oftln'lion'^o of Ahha*-. w Inch ho si iirmati/ed as the In cry 
of the nift rnal revrioiis. was laid a'^idc for the more Incly cjrecm oi the 
race ofl'alnna,w Inch herocomincndcd, as the decoration of the inmates 
ofinterminahle bin". In thc^e sc\ oral changes, the minister Fazzcl was 
directed to circnlate, to c\cr\ city of the empire, letters demanding 
the concurrence of the inhahitants at large; and ]ni 1 )licly announcing’, 
that on tlic demne of I’l Manihn, the throne of the Khalils was to 
descend w ithovit reserve to All\ Un/za, and aftei him, in snccesbion, to 
Ills son Mahommed, or such of tin' posterity orAll\ as mighthc found 
mosivNorlln of thcc\alted charge the reigningsov creign heing, in these 
letters, repiesnited to have mereh restored to the legitimate claimant 
the uiiqviosiioiiahle rights of the prophet’s family, from a decided con- 
Mction of their sujieriority to those of Ins own, m whatever point 
CNainmed. 

In ohedicnce to the instniclions convevcdto him on this occasion, 
llus«;\m Solid, who still resided at Waassit, pioccedcd to exact from 
the troops of that dependency, an engagement to abide by the plan of 
snccescion thus rccontl} established by their sovereign : and similar 
instructions In mg at the same time cxjicdited, to Zidyemncmi before 
Kakkab, to Mobshlc, and Jczzeirab, and to all the cities ol Syria and 
Ilejanz, the agitations w Inch had been so long kept on foot, by the ad- 
herents of the race of Ally and Fatima, appear to have been at once 

c 

laid at rest, to the very remotest limits of the empire. 

Previous to the arrival of his dispatches, it is liow'ever observed, 
that llussnn Solid had contiived to accommodate his differences wnth 
the refractory garrison of Baghdad, by according to a demand of six 
months gratuity; it being agreed on their pait, that Munsur should 
relinquish his authority, aud return to a private station, and that Eissa 
the son of Mahommed, should preside over the city as the delegate of 
Hussun, But the treaty, by which these differences had been recon- 
ciled, was scarcely closed, when a most violent fermentation among 
the soldiery was afresh excited by the letters from his principal, which 
were communicated by the lieutenant of BaghdJid , calling upon the 
inhabitants to pledge themseKes in support ot the new order ot suc- 
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cession ; and immediately to adopt, in their standards and apparel, flie 
green livery of the Seyeds, or race of Fatima. With the ordinary 
clamour, the troops protested that while the rights of the house of 
Abbas possessed, with them, such an indubitable preference, the 
arrangements which violated those rights should never have their 
concurrence, and the whole of the family residing at BaghdM being 
then assembled, a resolution was adopted without delay, to abjure 
the authority of U1 Mamun ; and to laise to the Khelaufut in his 
stead, some other individual of the race of Abbas, less prodigal of the 
interests of his blood. With these viens the malcontents hastened 
with an offer of the imperial dignity to Munsiir the son of Mehedy, 
but that chief steadily declining their offer, they appeared with the 
same proposal at the gate of his brother Ibrauhim, who was, without 
much difficulty led to coincide with their views , alleging, as the 
motive of his compliance, his entire disapprobation of any^ measure of 
U1 M^mun’s, which went to transfer from his own kindred the rights 
of the Khelaufut. On the next ensuing Friday, the troops ofBagh- 
dM in conjunction wuth the Benni Abbas, assembled together in the 
piincipal mosque of the city , where, from the pulpit of the Imaumut, 
Ibrauhim publicly pronounced that U1 MamCni was deposed from 
his authority ; and reciting the Khotbah in his owm name, pioceeded 
to demand for himself the allegiance of the people an event, which is 
here recorded to have taken place, when three day'^s were yet unev- 
pired of the month of Zilhudje, of the year two hundred and one.* 
AFe^arenow, with one slight exception which will occur hereafter, 
and with considerable regret) compelled to take leave of our instructive 
guide, the Persian translator and continuator of the Taiikh Tehij, of 
■which, the author of these pages has not the_good fortune to possess 
moie than the first volume, terminating with the death of U1 M^niun , 

a period to which thereadei isabiuptly conveyed by a transit of at least 

seventeen y'^ears and of which, bating the single articlp of the nomina 
tion of Mutassem to succeed to the Khelaufut, notwithstanding the 
deceitful formality ofprior arrangements, the events are passed over m 
total silence. This chasm it becomes our object, as far as possible, 
to supply from the abridged testimony of more modern authorities. 


** Julj' 15tli, A. D. 817. 
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a., H- 2d2. designed to indicate ; until onedayj after he had been indulging him* 
self jn the luxuiious lassitude of a warm bath, he was attacked by four 
Kliolaussut- assassins, who watched his exit, and instantly put him to death: 

al-akhbaur. , j x. r i ^ i i 

when it occurred without any very forced construction, that, the 

steam of the bath being produced by the combined operation of fire 
and water, he had been pretty accurately forewarned of liis destiny. 
U1 Mamun did not fail to express tlie utmost concern and astonish- 
ment at the perpetration of the deed, although shrewdly suspected of 
having authorized it by his own instructions, and the strictest orders 
'Were immediately issued foi the appiclicnsion of the murderers. They 
were accordingly secured shortly afteruaids, and biought before the 
coffended monarch , who (.Icmandal, with apparent indignation, the 
motives which had actuated them in the commission of this atrocious 


act of guilt ^ and they pies imed to admonish him in replv, as he 
feaied the wiath of an avenging God, to lecollect that the deed had 
.originated m his own express commands’ they weie, notwithstand- 
ling, consigned to the swoid of the executioner, and their heads trans- 
•raitted, in proof of the Khalil’s abhorrence of the act, to HussunSohel- 
Tankh It IS observed in a woik of considerable respectability, that theriil- 
gbzeidali. ing ambition of Fazzel was to emulate the fame of Abh Mosslem ^ 
whose services to the reigning family, he arrpgantly averred to hare 
'been far surpassed by his own. A person to' whom he uttered this 
boast, having ventured to remark, that he seemed to have forgotten, 
4;hat instead of a simple change from one brother to anotlier, the Mer- 
.ouzite claimed the superior merit of wresting the Khelaufut, from a 
dinasty in the vigor of its power, and of transferring it entire to the 
bouse of Abbas'; Fazzel replied that if he was permitted"^ to live? he 
would, m that respect also, endeavour to .surpass the lenown of Ahd 
JMosslem. To the operation of this sentiment have accordingly been 
ascribed the measures which led U1 M^mhn, as we have recently seeUi 

to establish Ally Ruzza in the line of succession,- to the immediate 

<• 

exclusion of his own blood. 


Kbolaussut- 

ul-aklibaur. 


Ul Mamdn proceeded, however, on his march to Tdsse ; wherC) 
during a repose of some days afforded to the army, and either throug 
the atrocious contrivance of that monarch, as was formerly noticed, or 
tlirough the infirmities of nature, Ally Ruzza, perhaps very oppof' 
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tunelj^ quitted tlie stage of life, in the course of the yeat UVo hundred 
and three. Having acquitted himself of the last solemnities to the de- 
parted Imaum, U1 jMamun again resumed his maichfor Baghdad. 

In the mean time a derangement of intellect, or melancholy, having 
seized upon Hussun Sohel, his family conceived it ex;pedient to lay 
him m fetters, and to take charge of Ins goveininent. About the 
same crisis the people of Baghdad, apprized of the assassination of 
Ziilreiaussetcin, of the death of Ally lUizza, and of the approach of 
U1 INlamun, and evincing a disposition to leturn to their allegiance, 
Ibrauhim the son of Mehedy penctiated into their designs, and sea- 
sonably disappeared on the second day after the festival of Zilhudje,* 
when U1 Mauiun was aheady arrived within a slioit distance of the 
metropolis, which that monarch entered shortly afterw^ards without 
opposition, in the commencement ol the year two bundled and four. 
Taller Zulyemnein, w hose services were stiH engaged before Rakkah, 
embiaced the oppoitunity of repairing to the presence of U1 Miinun, 
fiom wdioin he experienced a favoralile and distinguished leception ; 
and he appeals to have exerted his influence on this occasion to pre- 
\ail upon the Khalif to lesume the sable robes, and badges, of tlie 
house of Abbas. 

In the course oftw’o hundred and five, Zulyemnein was dispatched 
by U1 ]\Hiiiun to take charge of the government of Khorassaun ; by 
which was laid the foundation of the powder subsequently exeicised 
in that great province by the race of Taher. The yeai following, 
Fazzel the son of Rabbeia, here said to have lived in concealment 
ever since the death of U1 Amein, ventured to quit bis retreat , and 
became an object of cleracncvand compassion with U1 IMamun. He 
did not, however, long survive" his pardon, as his death is the only 
circumstance recorded under the year two hundred and seven. 

Nasser the son of Shebeib continued to give employment to the 
troops under Abdullah Tfdier, wdio had been left by his fathei to pro- 
secute the siege of Rakkah, until the year two hundred and nine; 
w hen the insurgent, on terms of pardon and indemnity, ventured to 
surrender his person to the besieger : by whom be w^as conveyed to 
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the presence of U1 Mamun, and he became also a dlstinguisliet^ proo^ 
of the mild and clement disposition of that prince. At this period 
U1 M^mfin took for his consort Bfiran, or Tdran, the daughter of Hus- 
sun Sohel, then residing at Femm-ul-Sellah , the nuptials being 
solemnized with indescribable magnificence by the father. In the 
coLirseof two hundred and ten, the dethionedlbfauhimthesonofMehe- 
wandering about the streets of the metropolis m the disguise of a 
woman, was apprehended by the patrole, and conveyed to the presence 
ofUl M^mun ; who, after exposing him in liis disgraceful attire to the 
ridicule of the court, had however the magnanimity to bestow upon 
him otherwise the full remission of his offences.* 

, The 3 '^ear following is recorded as that in Avhich U1 Mamun evinced 
a disposition favorable to that heretical doctrine, which denies to the 
Ivoi^n the authority of divine revelation , and m the course of two 
bundled and twelve he proceeded, by a severe persecution of his peo- 
ple, to enforce the acknowledgement, that this mass of occasional 
effusions, was no more than the offspring of creation, or human 
invention. But, as if a maik of conspicuous reprobation was the 
immediate result, of an opinion alleged so impious on the part of the 
Khalif, he found it expedient during the same year to dispatch a 
considerable force into Azerbaijaun, under Maliommed the son of 
Hameid, theTussite; to suppress the insurrection of Bauhek KIioi‘ 
remdcjn, an infidel, or atheistical miscreant, as he is here denonn- 
nated, who had revived in that piovince the licentious doctiinesof 
the impostor Muzdeh ; of which, if the same that prevailed m the 
time of Kobad the father of Nouslilrvaun, the prominent piincipk 
was that of universal equality, or at any rate, of an equal and common 
pai iicipation in all property. After sustaining a vaiiety of conflicts 
Vs ith him, the Mahorriedan general was ultimately defeated and kilk^l 
during the year t\vo hundred and fourteen, whence tins new impostor 
vs as suffered to continue his unbudled atrocities against the profession 
ol Isslam, until apeiiod long subsequent to the death of TJl Maninn. 

* The icizuie of the island of Crete by the Spanish piratical Arabs, mentioned 
Gibbon, mujt have occurred about the 208th of the Hidjerah, although unnoticed hy 
Perbidu historian. 
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The two succeeding years seem to have furnished nothing of impor- 
tance to the record of historv, since v e are conveyed at once to the 
veai two hundred and seventeen , in which U1 j\Ic\mun proceeded to 

% f 

nominate his brother Mhtassem, his successoi to the throne of the 
Khalits , though his ov n son Abbas was now living, and survived him 
for many years. This act of succession was made known by letters, 
circulated throughout the empire, demanding the allegiance of the 
people for INIutassem. 

It IS sufficiently authenticated,* that towards the conclusion of his 
life and reign, U1 Mamun was engaged in a religious war upon the 
teriitories of the Greek emperor, Theophilus, the son of iSIichael the 
stammerer; during vhicli he his here said to have wrested fiom that 
inonaich not less than fourteen places of considerable strength and 
importance. On Ins return from a last successful expedition, he had 
encamped by the side of a delightful stream, in the conquered tein- 
tory, to which the oriental writers have gi\en indifferently the name 
ofBezbezun and Bedbedun , but which, from its vicinity to the city of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and the alleged coldness of its waters, it will per- 
haps not be an overstrained conjecture to identify -uith the river 
C>dnus. It was in the season of the vintage, when most species of 
fruit, and particularly dates, were arrived at maturity, and the mon- 
arch was debating with his attendants n hat Avould afford the greatest 
lelish to the delicious stream which ran at their feet,n hen he expressed 
his preference for a marmalade of dates. Befoiethe conversation was 
at an end, the approach of some camels was announced, and U1 iNI^- 
inuu directed one of his domestics to inquire what they had brought ; 
because relaj'^s of camels had been established all the way to Baghdad 
for the daily conveyance of intelligence, and of fruit, and other articles 
foi the Khalit’s use. The domestic immediately returned AMth two 
baskets ot ripe dates, Avhich he laid before his sovereign ^ avIio agree- 
ably suiprised by the apparently felicitous coincidence, indulged 
himself to an imprudent excess, m alternately regaling upon the 
fruit, and the chilling waters of the stream. In consequence of this 
imprudent indulgence, the Khalif was seized on the first day of the 
month of Rudjub, of the year two hundred and eighteen, with a 
** Taiikh Tebrj , Kliolaussut-ul-akbbaur. 
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A, H. 218. violent fever; of wbicli, on the seventeenth of the same month, ^ he 

A P. 838. expired, at the age of forty-eight, having reigned sole monarch of 

Kbolaussnt- Issl am, calculating from the death of U1 Amein, for a period of aine- 
ul-aklibanr. tt --,-, 

teen solar years, ten months, and six days. Mis body was conveyed 
to the city of Tarsus, and there committed to the earth, by Mutassem;^ 
who performed the last solemn duties over the grave of his brother. 

Of U1 Mamun, we are told that he was of a swartb}' complexion, 
and middling stature ; that of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas, he 
was esteemed the most clement, modest, learned and liberal ; that he 
far surpassed them all in the attainments of science, in the depart- 
ments of vhich, and in logic and arithmetic, geometry and astronomy 
in particular, he bears the reputation of having expended thiee hun- 
dred thousand dinauis,j‘ in translating the works of the ancient phil- 
osophers from Syriac, oi most probably from Greek, into Arabic , but it 
is observed by the author of the Tariklrguzeidah, in abatement of this 
unqualified eulogy,, that bis disavowal. Or disbelief of the divine origin 
of the Koran, having drawn upon him the displeasure of his creator, 
he was cut short by the hand of death, m the midst of his unhalloved 
designs to unhinge the sacred principles of Isslam ; such having uni- 
formly been the fate of all those princes who, at whatever periods, may 
have manifested similar purposes of innovation. 

Ul Mutxssem, or Miatessem bTlIah Mahommed Abu Isliauk, 
the son of Haiun, eighth Khalifof the house of Abbas. 

Although the destination of this prince to succeed him in the Kbe- 
laufut, bad been announced nith sufficient publicity by LI JMamun, 
the latter was no sooner known to have quitted the stage of life, than 
Mittassem ^ disposition was evinced, certain turbulent and factious individual, 
B'ulah, as our author is pleased' to designate them, in favor of the patural 
V Illth Khalif claims of bis son Abbas; whom thevaccordinglv prepared to elevate to 
the throne of his father. This design was however defeated by the 
vigilance ofAluxASSEW, who contriving to bring the young prince to 
a conference, drew from him liis pledge of allegiance ; a declaration 
that he had absolutely resigned the Klielaufut to lus uncle ; and 
admonition to his adherents to recede from the absurd and presuinp*^^ 

* Corresponding with the 61 b of Augnst, C33 
At tbe lov.'est computation about 137,5001, 
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4*»us plans liicli they seemed to have m agitation. At all events, Mfi- 
tassem proceeded shortly aftern ards to Baghdad, and there, without 
obstacle, onthefiist of Ramzaun'^oftheyear two hundred and eighteen, 
seated himself in undistuibcd possession of the sovereign authority. 

The earliest object Inch, on his accession to power, appears to have 
em]iloyed the attention of the nen Khalif,wasthe reduction to their duty 
of the inhabitants of Hamadaun and Isfahaun, great numbers of whom 
had avowed the doctiines of Baubek Khoiremdein ; and his gencial 
Ishauk the son of Ibrauhim the iSIussaubite proceeding accordingly to 
that quartei, put to the sv old near sixty thousand of the schismatics. 

In the beginning of the second Juminaudy of the year tno hundred 
and twenty ,•!• the archfanatic was himself attacked in Azerbayjaun, 
by Hcydcr the son ofKawass, one of the nobles of Transoxiana, 
and another chief of the name of Aukshein, dispatched against him 
by jMutassem , and, after having sustained several previous conflicts, 
w as ultimately defeated w itli great slaughter tohis misguided followers. 
The same year, jMutassem w as engaged in constructing the city of Sei- 
menrai, better knowm by the name of Saumerah, at a spot then called 
Katiil, about eighty [. or a hundred miles, above Baghdad on the Tigris, 
to W'hich he finally transterred the seat of his government For this 
the follow ing reason has been assigned by our author. The Khahf 
had been unfortunatelv led into a favorite planofpui chasing, and enter- 
taining a body of Turkish or Tartar slaves, wdiose increasing numbers, 
and licentious behaviour became so obnoxious and irksome to the 
inhabitants of Baghdad, that they at last complained to their sovereign 
of the insolence ot these mercenaries • and at once to indulge without 
inteiruption in the piosecution of a favorite plan, and to relieve himself 
fiomthe troublesomeieraonstrancesofhispeople, Mutassemresolved on 
thefoundation of anewmiotiopohs, fixing on the spot on which he imme- 
diately pioceeded to build the city ot Saumerah , by the side of a rivulet 
called the Katuly, wdnch probably at that place flows into the Tigris. 
It IS fuither said§ that the mount on wdnch he erected his palace in 
the new^ city, w as formed of the saddle bags of his household cavalry, 

Corresponding vith the 18th of September. + June, A D 835. 

J According to Mr. Gibbon, SIX and thirty. § Tankh ghzeidah. 
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filled up with earth : and that this city extended in time to the distance 
ofseven Farsangs along the Tigris, from the greater to the lesser bridge. 

In the couise of the year two hundred and twenty two,^ having sus- 
tained a total and shameful defeat fromAukshein the Khalif s general 
in Azerbayjaun, the impostorBaubek u ith the remnant of his followers, 
fled towards Armenia. The flight of the impostor happened to'lead 
him through the neighborhood of a certain castle, of which Sohul 
the son of Sembaut, an officer of the Greek empire, was governor. 
Apprized that the fugitive wasencamped in the neighborhood, thiscbief 
hastened to ^ isit him , and overloading him with professions of zeal and 
hospitality, ultimately prevailed upon him to take up his abode in the 
castle. Here he was at first royally entertained, but hishostproc^ding 

ithout ceiemony to partake of the repast which was sers^ed upon his 
arrival, the impostor, not yet sufficiently humbled by misfortune, 
haughtily demanded if he conceived himself m any way qualified to 
eat •with a person of his exalted station ? Suddenly starting upon his 
feet, Sohul affected to apologize for the error, into which he pretended 
to have been betrayed by a forgetfulness of the princely rank of his 
illustrious guest. Then calling for a smith, he requested that his ma- 
jesty would be pleased to stretch out his feet ; and as resistance was 
in vain, a mass}^ pair of fetters was immediately fastened to his legs^ 
and the wretched fugitive \vas thus sent to meditate in a dungeon, on 
the horrors of his situation. A message was now^ dispatched to 
announce this fortunate seizure to Aukshein ; aud an officer of trust 
with an escort of four thousand horse, beiug immediately ordered by 
that general into Armenia, to convey to his encampment the wretched 
impostor and his betrayer, he had the satisfaction soon afterw ards to see 
them both conducted in safety to his presence. Having bestowed 
upon Sohul every possible mark of kindness, and acknowledgement for 
the important service rendered to liis'sovereign, Aukshein proceeded 
in charge of his captive towards Saumerah, the present metropolis of 
the empire. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Saumerah, Mutassem determine 
to give to the disgrace and discomfiture of this archfanatic, the utmost 
possible notoriety ; and he was accordingly conducted into themetropo 

« A. D. 836-7. 
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Us, riding upon an elephant, conspicuous to the^ iew of the inhabitants, 
every description of horn ha^ ing been directed by the Khalif to meet 
him on his approach. He ^^as put to death on the day of his enttance* 
into Saumerah, some lime in the course of the year two hundred and 
twenty three. The historian concludes his ciicumscnbed account 
of the impostoi Bauhek Khoiremdcin, by relating that a person, who 
had served him as executioner, being asked how many individuals 
he had cut off in the exercise of his profession, coldly replied that 
be was only one of ten employed by the schismatic m that capacity ; 
of the number of unfortunates, A\ho had sutleied under the hands of 
his collegues, he could theicfore not pretend to determine, but for 
his ow n part, he could acknowledge the execution of twenty thousand 
persons. 

During the same year, the two hundred and twenty thud of the 
Tlidjerah, Kayssai (the Greek emperor Theophilus, son of^Iichael the 
stammerer) led his troops to the siege of Betrah, the obscure town of 
Sozopetra in S^ria so called by the orientals, and the birth place of 
blutassem, according to IMr. Gibbon. The Gieek prince succeeded 
in the reduction of the place, and conveyed multitudes of the inhabi- 
tants into captnity. Apprized of the iriuption, of the insolence, 
according to our author, of the Christian monarch, Mutassem marched 
into Anatolia at the head of a numerous and powerful army ; his 
geneial Aukshein being detached in advance with a considerable 
body of troops This advanced guard appears to have been attacked 
by the Constantinopolitan, but succeeded in repulsing its assailants 
.AMth great slaughter. The Khalif now united his troops to the divi- 
sion of Aukshein, and soon afterwards appeared before Amuriah , or 
Amorium in Phrygia, the birth place of the father of Theophilus, as 
we also learn from Ml Gibbon. The city was besieged and captured, 
and thirty thousand ot the followeis, or subjects of Caesar, were put 
tOtheswoid Of the siege of this place, on the authority of the 
Christian Abulfaiage, we derive some further particulars, from the 
pen of the same eloquent and interesting historian of the dechne and 
tail of Roman grandeur. 

At this crisis, Mutassem was exposed to extreme danger from a form- 
idable conspiracy among his principal officers, from which he however 
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A. H. Q23. escaped by the seasonable disclosures of one of the accomplice?, 
^ Conceiving a disgust at the bchaMOur of Aukshein and Ashbaus, 

Kliolaussut- -^yere probably the captains of the Turkish mercenaries, and who 
ul-akhbaur. , , , \ , , , 

had been promoted to the highest dignities of the empire, the com- 
manders ot the national foice, resolved on placing Abbas the son of 
Alamhii, on the throne of the Khalifs , and for that purpose laid wait 
for an opportunity to assassinate Mutassem, and the two obnoxious 
foreigners. Fortunately, before the design could be carried into exe- 
cution, Abbas, the unhapp}^ instrument of theii intiigues, ivas at the 
same time seized and imprisoned, and soon afterwards perished, by a 
method somewhat singular. Ilis guards having suffered him to gorge 
himself with an immoderate quantity of food, unexpectedly refused 
to supph'' him with a drop of water to allay his thirst, of which, 
accordingly, and in the utmost misery, he shortly afterwards expired. 
Not long subsequent to these events, Mutassem returned to Saumerah. 

In the couiseofthe succeeding year, Mauziaur th^ tributary chief) 
6r prince of Tebristaun, was betrayed into hostilities against the 
authority of Mutassem by the evil counsels of Aukshein. This latter 
had It seems cast his aspiring views on the govemmentofKhorassaun, 
and abrother of Zulyemnein*s, of the nameof Hussun, was detached on 
the part of Abdullah Taber, to reduce the refractory chief, wdiose per- 
son, after considerable difficulty and exertion, hesucceededin secunng, 
and he was, without much delay, conducted to the presence of Mutns* 
sem. To that prince he endeavoured to palliate his conduct, hf 
ascribing his recent rebellion to the artful practices of Aukshein The 
discovery did not however rescue him from the sword of the executi- 
oner. Neither did the treacherous Aukshein escape the punisbmo'’^ 
of his malignant designs. He wms immediately thrown into prisoOi 
and there taken off by poison, sometime m the year two hundiedanil 
twenty six : his bod}*, after an ignominious exposure of seveial d 3 )S 


on a gibbet, being burnt to ashes by the direction of iMutassem. 

We are now brought to the death of Mutassem , which after an i 
Tiess of several weeks, took place lu the former Rebbeia, of the 
t3vo hundred and twenty-seven.^ This prince has been particu ar^^ 
designated the octonary Khaleifah ; not only because he was the ei^ 
jnonarch of this dinasty, but from the following remarkable coinc 


* T.aitpr end of December A. D. 841-« 
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thirty thousand men, were mounted entirelv on party coloured, or 
pye-bald horses ; thus multiplying the te'rrors ofhis presence a hundred 
and thirty thousand fold, in the appiehensions of the insulters of'b 
name and nation. 

We shall lastly observe, that although a rank schismatic in his reli- 
gious opinions, being a violent disclaimer of the divine ongin of the 
Koran, Miitassem has, by some n nters, been, notwithstanding evtol- 
]> d ns a wise and politic prince, eminent for his providence, regulanU, 
and valour , and yet it is acknowledged, that the dangerous practice, 
which he introduced of embodying the Taitar slaves, became ulti- 
mately, through the insolence and licentious behaviour of those 
detested mercenaries, oneleadms: cause of detachins: theMahommedan 
people tromtheii respect and allegiance to the authority of their law- 
ful sovereigns, andat a period long subsequent, of subverting the throne 
ofthe Khelaufut. The office ofVezzeir to tins prince was executed 
by Mahommed the son ot Abdulmblek ul Zeyaut — the oil merchant, 
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Labouring under the effects of a dropsical complaint, brouglit on by 
intemperance, it was prescribed to U1 Wauthek by his physicians, to- 
wards the concluding period of life, that he should seat himself in a 
hot stove, or oven, as soon after the embers should have been Avithdrawn, 
as it should be endurable. The exrperiment is said to have been at- 
tended with singular success ; but finding such unlooked-for, and 
unexpected relief, the monarch was not to be satisfied without a fur- 
ther application of the remedy, with a more violent degree of lieat. In 
this he was obeyed ; and perceiving, when too late, that it was beyond 
his endurance, he beckoned to be taken out of the stove, and expired 
on the same day ; in the latter part of Zilhudje, of the year two liim- 
died and thirty -two,* at the premature age of six and thirty , and after 
exercising, according to the expression of the original, a power repug- 
nant to the orthodox principles ofIss]am,for the period of five years, 
seven months, and some days. Mahommed the son of Abdulinelek- 
ul-Zeyaut, continued m the exercise of the Vizzaurut during the reign 
of tins prince ; whom, notwithstanding his recent ambiguous expres- 
sions, our author acknowledges to have borne the character of ajust 
and equitable sovereign, universally applauded for his liberal, and 
bountiful disposition. 

AYe must add moreover, on the testimony of another writer, that 
U1 Wauthek distinguished himself in a particular manner by ii>^ 
patronage of the unfortunate race of Ally ; of whom it is said, tliah 
during the period of Ins government, not a single person was suffered 
to remain in a state of indigence, that he surpassed in all the learning 
of Ins age, and in the poweis of elocution ; and that he was so skill"* 
a performer m music, as to excite the admiiation and envy oftli^ 
acknowledged and most eminent masters of the profession, b"'’!*.'’ 
as a proof of his liumane and liberal spirit, it is recoided that t!ic 
suburb of Baghdad called Kirkh, having been destroyed by fire tl"^' 
ing the reign of U1 AYautffek, he distributed a million of dirlicin'^T 
among the sufferers, to aid them in the reconstruction of their lial"'" 
tions from vhich, and other instances of Ins bounty, he proha ) 
derived the appellative of the lesser Mamun. 

• August, A. D. 847. f About 22,0101. 13s. 4d. 
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T’t. ■MrTr.wuKicrL-AT.A-ULLA h, Abul Fazzrl JnuAor the son of A. TI. an2, 

. \ 1) ni7 

— 

Mabommcd tlic «5nn of Abdnlmnt'U tbo Vozzoir, ^Mlb Abmrd the ''"""t- 

iil nkhbjur. 

E;on of Abi Daond. mid others of the principal nobililN, had proposed 
on the death of Wanthek, to c^tahlish his son Malionnned on the throne 


of thcKhalifs, but from this design the\ were dissnadedby theexpostn- 

lations of Sc} f, one of the Tm tar commanders , ^\ho remonstrated 

npuiibl tlie dishonor of raisintr to the supreme dij^nitv, a person after 

^\hom. either imm his minorit\ or some other (hdeet, it w.is not >ct Ui MrTFwnr- 

warranted b\ ilic Ian . toperlorm the stated eonrso of de\ otions , and, as 

• 1 t 1 lllC llOUSC 01 

the obteetion mot tlioir entire roneiirrenee,tho\ traiisierrctl their elioiec \iji,as. 
on mature deliberation todaiifler the son of Mutnssem, the brother of 


the deceased monarch, to n horn the\ accord iiigl} pled'T<’d their alle- 
giance. under the title of Mutew ukkel-ala-rila , confident in God * 
Soon after hib accession, Mutew ukkcl, in resentment of some lormcr 


inpirN.put to death Mahommed the son of Ahdulmc lek, who had 
occupied the post of Vc/zcir during the w hole of the late, and the 
preceding reigns 

In the two hundredth and thirtN-fifib of the Ilidirrah, this Kh.ilif A II Sts. 
e\ meed his dislike of dew s and Christians by issuing a decree, that A.D U49, 
the men. of cither persuasion, should distinguish thcmsch cs by w earing 
the zcnn.iur, or idolatrous cord , and that the w omen should w car some 


particular maik of notoriety on their draw ers Both religions w’eie at 
the same tunc interdicted from every species of cmplosmcnt under 
go\ eminent , and among other proofs of wanton degradation, tliev were 
fortheiuture lorbiddcn the use of iron stirrups to their saddles, being 
enjoined to substitute in their stead, such as were of wood. In the 


course of thcsameycar, he caused his three sons, Muntusser, Muattez, 
and Muej> ud, to bcacknowdcdgcd in rotation as hens to the Ivhelaufut, 
entirely disregarding the claims of his tw'o other sons MoUfTek, and 
Aluateinined But to prove the vanity of human speculations, it w'as 
so directed by the wull of heaven, that the authority of Mifntusser and 
Muattez should occupy but a very limited period, and that thesuprenie 
powershould never devolve to ISlueyud , while it w’as on the contrary 
ordained, that the Khelaufut should lemain for a series of many years 


* Perhaps more correctly Deo delegatus — delegated from Ciod. 
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A. H. 23(5. with Muatemmed, and should ultimately descend to the posterity of 
^ ^ Mouffek ; as will hereafter appear. 

V unlimited predominance had been established, in the favor of 

*, MAtewukkel, by one of his servants of the name of Futtah the son of 
Khakan, that towards the year two hundred and thirty-six, the entire 
administration ofaffairs appears to have been committed, withoutreserie 
or control to the management of that officer ; with powers so compre- 
hensive indeed, that it became afterwards proverbial that in influence 
over his master, no minister was ever parallel to this said Futtali the 
son of Khhkan , excepting alone Jauffer of the race ofBarmek, the 
unfortunate and celebrated favorite of HarCinrashid.* 

The malignant spiiit of Mhtewukkel began now to display itself, 
in an ordinance, published about this period, to prohibit his subjects 
from performing the long accustomed visitations at the tombs of Ally 
and his children , and the more effectually to secure the object of this 
decree, he caused the sacied repository of the ashes of Imaum Hils- 
'seyne, and the martyrs at Kerb^la, to be levelled with the earth.f 
A. H 239. The year two hundred and thirty-nine was distinguished by a fur- 
A. D. 833. proof of the contempt of this Khahf for the Jews and Christians, 
unfortunately condemned to exist within the limits of Ins power . 
they were now forbidden to ride on horseback, and enjoined to content 

‘ themselves with the more humble means ol conveyance afforded by 
■ ^ 
their mules and asses. 

An alarming earthquake wffiich laid in ruins one half of the city of 
'Damaghaun, and extended on one side to Jurjaun and Neyshapur, 
and on the other to Bostaum and Rai and Isfahaun, is recorded as 
the only remaikable event which disfinguished the year two hun- 
dred and forty-two J 'On this 'occasion the inhabitants of a certain 
villasre in the district of Koumiss, south of Damao-baun, having fled 
from their crumbling habitations to the neighboring plains, aresam 
to have heard a voice from above, proclaiming in good Arabic, that 
God alone IS glorious, and that we are to fly for merry to the wor- 
ship ot his power. It is further mentioned, as a prodigy wffiich distm- 

^Tarikb guzeidab. 

fit IS sfatecl bj some writers that be diver ed tlie course of ibe Euphrates, in order t& 
laj the mterveniug disUicts under water Vide Stevens’s historj of I'ersra, 

lA.D. 856-7, 
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guislied some period of the Khelaufut of Mutewuklcpl, that it should 
liave rained blood in one of the quarters of the city of BMkh. This 
same rngn is however here announced to have been remarkable for 
many other occurrences beyond the common couise of nature, for a 
particular relation of some of which, w^e are referred to the Mausser- 
ul-hluluk, or memorials of kings ; a work wuth w'hich the author of 
these pages is entirely unacquainted. 

For the remaining four or five years of the reign of Mfitewmkkel, 
•we are constrained to reconcile ourselves to the recital of some of 
those instances of folly and depravity, wdiichwullseive to place the char- 
acter of this prince m a more conspicuous point of view. One of the 
amusements m wduch be chose to indulge himself, w^as togiveamag- 
' nificent entertainment, and in the moment of their brightest convi- 
viality, to turn a lion loose among his astonished guests. Another 

■was to introduce a snake into the sleeve of some unfortunate com tier 

/ 

upon whom, when bitten, it was his practice to amuse himself by 
making expeiiments w ith antidotes. Another notable jest, in which 
he very frequently delighted to spoi t w'lth the appiehensions of his court, 
was to cast broken jais full of scorpions, into the midst of a crouded 
assembly, to their infinite horror and annovance. His destruction 
W'as how e\ er more immediately accelerated by the dispossessing of 
Seyf the Turkish, or Tartar chief, ot the lands which he held in Jub- 
baul, or Peisian Irak, and the territory of Isfahaun, in order to 
bestow them upon his fa\ orite minister . and perhaps not less, by liis 
vexatious treatment ot the son whom he had (.xpressly nominated as 
iniinediate successor to his throne and dignity , w hose name he would 
occasionally condescend to make a pim of, observinsr, that instead of 
hluntusser, his title should have been Munfnzzti , as anxiouslv look- 
ing foi waul to the period of his fathei’s death. On other occasions, 
aiter drenching away his intellects w ith intoxicating liquors, he w ould 
cause the same son to be plied, without intermission, with repeated 
draughts of the disgusting and impure o^cr^low mgs of debauch. By 
these accumulated insults hluntusser was, at l.ist, impelled to the 
unnatural, and nefarious resolution ot forming a conspiracv , among the 
'liirkwli sla\cs, against the lito ot his lather, 
von II, X 
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. It had, been accidentally mentioned in the presence of Miitewukkel 
that a person at Bassorah was ownei of a sword of incomparable beauty 
and temper ; which the governor of that place was immediately writ- 
ten to, to purchase and transmit for the Khalir’s use. It appeared on 
inquiry, that the svvoid had been alieady disposed of, and carried loto 
Yemen; where it was hoiv ever ultimately secured by one of the Kha- 
lif’s agents for the sum of one thousand dirrems. A7hen produced 
for the inspection of Mutewukkel, he expressed his highest approba- 
tion of the sword ; and observed to his favorite minister, that he should 
rely on his fidelity to select from among the Turkish Maumluks, a 
man of true valour, to wear itfoi the peculiar protection of the person 
of his sovereign, on all occasions when it should be his pleasure to 
seat himself in the midst of his court While they were yet engaged 
in conversation, one of that body^ of the name of B^gher, entered the 
presence chamber , and was immediately pointed out by the favorite, 
as a person eminently qualified for this distinguished charge. To 
him accordingly the sword was consigned, together with a suitable 
augmentation of salary ; and it is added that Bagher never drew it from 
the scabbard, until he employed it in the assassination of his master. 

Be this how'evei as it may, on what is generally lepresented as the 
night of Wednesday the fourth of Shavaul,* of the year two hundred 
and forty-seven, when the measure of his follies was compleat, and 
the destruction of Mfitewukkel was finally' determined on , and 
while the infatuated monarch was indulsrins^ in the juice of the 
grape, the elder Bfika, accompanied by Mussa the son of tne 
younger Buka, with Bughei^ and Belghiir, and several more of the 
Tartai slaves suddenly made their appearance, with their swords 
drawn, making directly for the Khalifs person. One of the attend 
ants, conceiving the circumstance to be nothing moie than one of th^ 
ordmary'^ pleasantries, lemarked without the smallest apprehension 
mischief, that “ as the joke of the lion and the snake had alreat/ 

“ been disposed of, he reckoned this to be the game of the sword , 
and iNlutewukkel was about to reply m terms of some displeasure. 

V. hen Bugher, and another of the conspirators rushed upon, and imm*^ 
diately dispatched him ; Futtah the son of Kh^kan, who had tliro"^ 

* Tenth of December, A. D, 001. 



himself upon the body of his master, being in that situation cut to 
pieces by the assassins. , 

Such appears to have been the fate of Mutewukkel, at the age of 
forty , after an imbecile reign of fourteen j'ears, three months, and 
about five and twenty days ; and it is observed, says our author, m 
the chronicle of the Mussaoudian, that the unhappy monarch was 
thus sacrificed, with at least the concurrence of his unnatural son, at 
"a place called Mahunah , the very same spot rendered mtamous on 
a former occasion, by a similar atrocious parricide committed upon the 
person of Khossrou Parveiz, b}" his son Sheiruyah. 

To this period, it is obvious to lemark, that for something more than 
a centuiy, the Khelaiifut had flourished with considerable vigor in 
the hands of the house of Abbas • but, from the death of Aliitewukkel 
it lay at the disposal of the Tartar slaves, orguards, and their mercen- 
ary and feiocions chiefs , and thus it continued for about four score 
and four years, including twelve successions. At the expiration of that 
peiiod. 111 the three hundred and thirty-fourth of the Hidjerah, we 
shall find it submeiging under the abeyance of tlie Ameirs ul Umra, 
of (he lace of Cuyah , having, however, preiiously languished, for 
about eight years, under the usurpation established iiy Yehkum Mu- 
kauny, one of the slaves of Aluidawunje, despot of Tebnstaun. This 
chief on the assassination of his master, the eaily protector of the sons of 
Bh^ah, had contrived to subdue a considerable part of Persian Iiak; 
and on the invitation of a traitor minister, ultimately forced himself 
into, and became the first invested with the dignity of Ameir ul umra 
at Baghdad. Subject to the arbitnuin of the Deyaulemah, or Deyle- 
mites, the descendants of Bfiyah so denominated, from the province 
ot their natiMty, it was still sntfered to exist for a further period of 
one hundred and ten years , n hen, in the four hundred and fortj^- 
seienih ot the Ilidjerah, to relieve himself and Ins people from the 
multiplied oppressions to which they had been so long exposed, the 
aid ot Toghriil Beg, by the western nations so fantastically transformed 
into Tangiohpix, v as called in by the Khalit ul Kaym ; though the 
measure produced but Iitile better than a change of oppressors. Un- 
der the control of the house of Seljuk it however faintly vegetated, 
^^Uh some tiausient intervals of reMving energy, until the six hun- 
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dred rnd fifty-sistli of the Hidjerah, the twelve hundred and fiftv- 
eighth of Christ ; when it was finally destroyed, m the person of 
Mustaussem the last of the Abbassides, by theextermmatino- furvof 
Hollauku, as will be shewn m the sequel of the present volume. • 
Ul jMu.vtusser B’illah, Abfi Jaulfer Mahommed, the son of 
Mutewukkel, appears to have succeeded vithout opposition to the 
imperial dignity laid vacant by the murder of his father. Immedi- 
ately on his accession he had conferred the Tizzaurut on Ahmed the 
son of Ul Hesseib ; and this minister had taken the earliest opportu- 
nity to communicate to the younger Buka, and some others of the 
Turks, an impression, that if Muntusser should die, and the successnn 
devolve to iMfiattez, not a man of those engaged m the assassination ’ 
of his father would besulfered to live : and that if they were desirous 
of relieving themselves from such a state of perpetual suspenseani 
apprehension, it behoved them to unite their efforts to procure the 
disherison, or exclusion fiom the succession of tjie two striplings; 
alluding to hluattez and his brother Mueyud. INIany arguments 
were not requisite to convince these blood stained mercenaries of the 
fate which awaited them in the event of such a contingency , and 
they accordingly employed their importunities with Mhntusser, to 
secure them without delay against that vengeance to which, by their 
zeal to serve him, they had too openly exposed themselves. Con- 
strained b}^ circumstances the unhappy monarch summoned the t\io 
princes to his presence, and apprized them of the sacrifice which he 
was compelled to require at their hands, of an immediate abdication 
of their claim to the Khelaufut. hlueyud very readily consented to 
relinquish his claim ; and Muattez, although he at first express J 
considerable reluctance, was ultimately prevailed upon to follow the 


example. 

Is evertheless, the guilt of a parent’s blood Idy with intolerable pres* 
Slue on the mind ot ISIuntusser, although m other respects descrihed 
to have been a prince of considerable merit His father’s murder ^ 
form is said to have appeared to him in a dream, and to have address 
him in these words — “ Alas Alahommed ! unjustly and cruelly h^i' 
“ thou embrued thy hands in a father’s blood • but that God vho is 
“ lutness to thy guilt, will not permit thee tne enjoyment oi thj i 



^ gotten honors hoyond the flc'eting period of a few days ” TTnnntcd hy 
the tenor‘s ot lii*^ dioani, lie became a pre^ to nicl.inrhol\ ; and this 
shortly i>roducing a disordered frame, he ultimate^ sunk, under the 
double \ Imitation ot distunper and depression ot spirits, and c\pned 
on the fittli da> ot the tormer Itil.hda,’^ ol the \ o.ir tu o hundred and 
fort\ -eielit, hetorc he hau conehuU d tlu filth month ol Ins miserable 
reiiin • lea\ ni", houe\ei, with the historians ol a particular class, the 
character ot a ,indicions modest, hheial, and heiiefu cut monarch ; 
because, perad\ entnre. during the leign ol hi*, lather, he had distin- 
<rx'ishcd himselfln the kindness and humanity ol his beliaMOur to the 

ScMuls. or descendants ol Alh and Iviima 

» * 

UlMi'sta \ym' B’l lua II Alnil Ahhas Ahmed, ihcsonofiSIutas- 
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scm. tw chill Khalil of the house ol Ahlias. 

On the death of Mrmtnsscr, the allegiance of the body of the people 
was secured, h\ the exertions ol the 'I'lirkish guards, and by the con- 
currence ol the nobility and principal niembeis of the community, lor ul Mitstaavke 
A limed the son ol Mntassem, the uncle ol the late monarch, under Bhlah, Mlih 
the title of L 1 .Mustaauie li’l Hall , although not without some oppo- die house 

fcition on the partol tlios ddicry and tradesmen, who declared on the 
same day mta\orol tlie sons ol Mutewukkel But tins inovement 
was quelled on the spot b\ the timels application of the unsparing 
steel of the elder Buka , who ou the death of liis son Mussa became, 
during the first year ol Muslaaync, moie unincdiatoly attached to the 
per-ion ot Ins so\ crcign. 

Dm cn by the impulse of despair and wxmt, an insurrection was 
excited at Kiitali during the year tw o bundled and fiity, by one ot the 
Alluvies, or be> uds ot the race ot All\ , ot the name of Yaheya son of 
Omar. This produced a variety ol sevcie conllicts , but it w^as ulti- 
mately suppressed on the death ot its author, w'ho wms killed by Ma- 
homined the son ot Abdullah Tahcr, <^he grandson of Zul-yemnein. 

About the same period, the standaid ot independence w'as exalted, 

W'lth greater success, in the strong province of Tebristaun, by llussun 
the son ot Zeid ul Baukeiy, of a distinguished branch ot the same 
Stock , who bore the appellation ot the claimant, or suitor, wnth jus- 


t Dei gratiu auxiliutus. 


* About the eighth of A, D. 802. 



158 


A. H. 250. 
A. D 804 

Kholaussut- 

ul-aklabdur. 


tice on Ills side ; and who, after supporting his authority in indepen- 
dence and splendor for nineteen 3^ears, against all attempts to subdue 
him, tiansferred it at his death to his brother Mahommed ; by whom it 
was maintained for a further peiiod of eighteen years , at the expira- 
tion of which he was cut off by Mahommed the son of Marhn, one of 
the feodatories of the house of Abbas. 

In the couise of two hundred andfitty-one,*a dispute, -with regard to 
the property of certain lands, having arisen between AVasseif and 
B&gher, two of the Turkish chiefs, theKhalif took part with the former. 
On this Bhgher proceeded to represent to his friends and followers, 
that all substantial authority havingbeen usurped to themselves by 
Wasseif, and Bhka the othei favorite, their claims and services were 
either forgotten, or entirely set at nought. He therefore proposed to 
them, as their onl}'^ alternative, to unite with him to accomplish the 
destruction of Mhstaa^me, and of both Ins obnoxious ministers, and to 
place some other person on the throne of the Khalifs , a proposal to 
which these mercenaries were, without much difficulty, prevailed 
upon to accede. But information of the conspirac}’’ being seasonably 
conveyed to the two favorites, the promoter of the seditious design 
was immediately seized, and confined ^n the palace of the Klielaufut. 
The adherents of the disaffected chief now openly threw off their 
allegiance, and proceeding to the imperial stables, pillaged them of all 
their contents. On this, conceiving that when Bagher should be no 
longer alive as a pretext for their violent proceedings, the tumult 
would of itself subside, Wasseif determined on the bold alternative of 
putting him to immediate death. This, as it happened, produced 
however a very opposite result , for the Turkish insurgents became 
in consequence, exasperated to such a degree, that the two favoiitts 
were compelled to withdraw the person of their sovereign from Sau- 
merah, and to retire with some precipitation to Baghdad. 

Conceivins: some remoise for the violence of their conduct, the Turk 

O *1 /lit 

ish mercenaries soon aftei wards dispatched a deputation to so 
the forgiveness of Mustaayne ; but experiencing an austere recept'o'^ 
from Mahommed the son of Abdullah Taher, the governor of 
dad, the deputation returned with spirits further exasperated to J 
their associates ; who now resolved to depose Mustaayne, and to c 
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for llic 'sovereign tlignity on liis nephew Mhattez, to whom, without A 11 252. 

further tlehheiatioh, the) accoiclingly pledged_their allegiance. ^ ^ 

A considerable annv Mas then dispatched by Miiattcz, under the 

, , . A , n’ , 1 ' TA 1 , . , 1 , ul-akhbaur. 

orders of liis brother Aloullok, to lay siege to Uaghdad, uithin the 

i-ainpaits of m Inch, Mustaaync prepared to defend his authority. But 
the complexion ot hisdi’stiny soon assuming an appearance ofdebility 
and decline, his ministers, togetlier with Mahommed the Tilierite the 
irovcrnor of the city, became disposed to accommodate m ith the times ; 
and a coirespondence nas accordin^lv opened with Miiattcz by the 
Taheritc, in nhich the latter engaged to prc\ail upon Mustaavne to 
acknonlediic the authority of Ins nephew, proMded the government of 
Baghd.‘id should be secured to Us present possessoi , and that no 
attempt should be directed against the life of the abdicated monarch. 

To these terms Muattez readily subscribed ; and a treaty, in which 
thev Mere foimallv ratified, bciny transmitted according to desire to 
the Talicrite, that chief proceeded, in conjunction with "Wasseif and 
the younger Biika, to employ the influence ot menace, or importunity, 
to picvail upon his distressed and injured sovereign to abdicate his 
croMur, and submit to thcauthorit\ ofhisri\al, lla\ ing accomplished 
their object in these points, the degraded monareh mms next abridged 
of his personal freedom, and confined to the palace formarlv the resi- 
dence of Hussun Sohel Here he had, houerer, been suffered to 
exist no longer than a ferv davs, nhen he received from Muattez, an 
order to proceed toSaumerah, ndiich itrvas at the same time provided 
that he should never reach, the chamberlain of the reigning sover- 
eign beingemployed to inteicept and dispatch him, M'hile on his jour- 
ney to that place. 

This event is stated to have occurred m the year two hundred and 
fifty-tMO, A^hen Mustaa) ne a\ as of the age of five and thirtv, and had 
possessed theKhelaufut for a period ot thiee years and nine months ; 

-AAliich, if conect, must confine the date ot his death to the very com- 
mencement of the year The office ot \ ezzeii to this prince \Aas held 
by Ahmed the son of Sheiizaud. 

Ur Muattez BTllah^ Abu Abdullah Zobair, the son of Mute- 
pukkelj thiiteenth Khalit ot the house ot Abbas. 
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Firmly established on the throne of the Khalifs, Muattez conferred 
the dignity of the Yizzaurut upon Ahmed the son of Issrauil, and 
in punctual discharge of his engagement with Mahomraed the TMierite, 
in one respect at least, he transmitted to that chief the necessary letters 
patent authorizing him to retain the government of Baghdad ; bemij 
fuither prevailed upon through his particular mediation, to spare the 
lives of TTasseifand Buka, both of whom, on his accession to the Klic- 
laufut, he appeared otherwise disposed to destroy. Not long after- 
wards, at the solicitation of the Turkish guards, the two duels iicre 
invited to Saumerah, and placed among the dignitaries of the court. 

In the mean time the jealousy of Muattez was maliciously excited 
towards his brother j\Iiieyud, by the representations of Eissa the son 
of Ferghanshah one of the ministers, wdio stated to his sovereign that 
there e.xisted among the people a verj’- powerful spirit of attacliiiient 
for that piince, and that a strongproof of it w’as to be observed in the 
presents, of whatever w^as rare and precious, wuth wdiich they uerc 
perpetually loading him. All this producing an unfavorable chanirc 
111 the mind of INIuattez, he ventured at length to intercept, and 
for himself, a present of five thousand diihems* coming Iroin theprinrc 
of Aimenia to his brother. Of this illiberal violence, w’hicli he as- 
cribed to the malice of the son of Feighanshah, Mheyud compiniiifd 
to his brother IMoufifck ; and at the same time an attempt was in.ule 
to induce the Turkish mercenaries to cut off the hostile niuiistcr. 
Becoming hovever apprized of his danger, Eissa did not fail to ni ’he 
It kiiow'n to h IS sovereign ; and the result w'as the immediate seizure and 
imprisonment of both the biothers. A few days alterw'ards ud. 
bound h.md and foot, was cast by the Khalil's orders into the snows ot 

the neighboring region , and in thatstatejaisof freezing water being uio 

Scintly jiourcd on him, he miserably perished JJis body was tlnn 
bioughtback and laid in state, shrouded in sables , the Khalil protc’t- 
ing to the nobles of his couit, that his uidortun.ite biothcr had e-xpir^d 
by the ordinary course of nature. 

In the couisc of two hundred and fifty three, the Tartars, and tk 
Tiien of Fcrehaun.di mutiming for their pav, \\'’asseil \(ntur*d to 
iipro\etlum for their disordcily and licentious beh<ivioiir, on ulm ' 
llu\ inimediatelN attacked and he w ed hiintoimKs, w ith their batt* 
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The year following, Buka, the other Turkish chief, perceiving 
some obvious change in the Khahfr disposition towards him, suddenly 
aMthdrew to^^ards MosssiMc ; but, receiving iiitelhgencc on hls^^ay 
that the household sla\cs ofMuattczwcrcpluiidei mg liis habitation, and 
Ins rollovers dispersing on the report, he took to a small skilT on the 
Turns, for the puiposc ofretuiiiiiur to Saiiinci-nh , and in tins situation 
he was unexiiectedlv fallen in w ith by Walcid, one of the Mughrebies, 
or L^blall stipendiaries, by whom he was immediately seeured , and 
w ho soon nlierw ards bv oidcrs from their sovereign, took off Ins head 
and conve^ed it to the pieseiice. 

The Tartars, pcrccn inj; that the Klialif W'nsbcnton their destruc- 
tion, hasteiiod to unite tli('ins(>lvcs uiuler the authority of vSalali> 
the son of Wassut one ol their late commanders, and seizing 
the persons of Ahmed the Wvzeir, and others cmplovcd in the civil 
departments of the state, immcdiat. h put them to the torture in order 
to obtain posscs^iion ol tlun lieasnic but failinct in their object, they 
proceeded dircctb to the palace, and from the Kb dit Inmseh peremp- 
torily demanded their pay. Alter some demur m complving w ith 
their demands, Salah, with Mahonnned the son ol Buka, and others 
of the chiefs, w ithout turthcr cercinonv, conducted Muattez out of his 
palace, and compelled him to stand in the sun, until he consented to abdi- 
cate his authority. TIicn then lodged bun in a puson, and dispatched 
some of tlieir associates to Baghdt'ld, to bring fiom thence Alahommed 
the sou of AVauthek, w bom they proposed to raise to the Khelaufut, 
under the title of Muhteddy. On his arri\ al at Saumerah thatprince 
w as permitted to hold an interview' wnth the abdicated monarch , and, 
ascertaining from his own declaration that he had divested himselt of 
the sovereign pow'er, proceeded, in compliance with the solicitations 
of the military commanders, and principal inhabitants, to seat himself 
on the throne of the Khalifs. The unfortunate Muattez, as in the 
instance of one of his predecessors, was gorged to death a few' days 
afterwaids, by suffering him to over-eat himself, and then w'lthold- 
ing from him the means of quenching his thirst. This event is said 
to have taken place in the two bundled and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah,^ 
■when Mhattez -w'us at the age of four and tw'enty, and had possessed 
the Khelautut, from the abdication of Mustaayne, for a period of 
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A. FI. 2&5 al)Out tiu’ee years alid seven months, Wc may therefore be warranted 
^ ^ in fixing his death to the middle of the year, 

Khoiaussut- xJl Muhteddy B^illah,'^ Abu Isshauk Mahoramed thesonof 
111 akhbdur. -jji Wauthek, fourteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The supreme dignity thus foicibly abdicated by his cousin germ.in, 
UlTMuhteudy mthout farther difficulty, vested m the person of Aliilitcdih, 

Khalif of the prince, by a regular attendance in his court of justice to relieve 
2iouse of Abbas, the necessities, and ledress the inj'uiies of his people, evinced an 
early disposition to piomote by his own example, the impartial ad- 
mmistiatlon of the law s. ' 

In the mean time, Mussa the son of the elder Buka, who had been 
employed by hluattez, in Tebiistaun, to conduct the war against 
Hussiin the son of Zeid the Baukeiite, becoming apprized ot tlin 
murder of his sovereign, hastened toieturn to the scene of these vio- 
lent proceedings. On v Inch Salah the son of AYasseif, to whom tlie 
mischief was pimcipally asciibed, suspecting’ his intentions, suddeiih 
■U'lthdiew from Saumerali; but on the ainv^al of Mussa, at lint 
metropolis, and his submission to the authoi it}’’ of Muhteddy, 
puisued and put to death b}' the agents of that chief 

The latter part of the year two hundred and fifty-five w'as rendered 
remarkable, b}'^ the revolt at Bassorah of the Zengui, or Zengbar slaif’i 
■who rose upon their masters, and declared for Ally the son ol Malmin* 
med son or Ahmed, another of the Seyiids, oi descendants ofl'atm" 
Supported by the aid of these insurgents, this All^g afterwaicls dnii"* 
guished by the appellation ot Saheb-ul-Zenje, or prince of tlie 
guies, contrived to extend his usurpation fiom Bassoiah to Amivi’i 
(per)iaps Amaru) and a consuterabie part ol liak-Arab , of whitb I'- 
iiiUintuined hinisell in possession foi foiiitccn years horn tins period-^ 
he benev olent character of Tvluhteddy accorded but little vo 
tl c deposition ol the licentious profligates w ho surrounded In^- d't*'' ' ’ 
and It was not extraorcliiiaiy chat he sliould hav^e meditated the ib 
ofrchevuiG: InniseU from the seditious insolence of the 1’"^^ 
BeiurL Ins measuKS w eic, how ev er, ripe for execution, they 

Liiovvn lo those niuicenaucs, who conspuing with his ciicm'C'j 
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Snns ofMutcv^iildvcl, proceeded, in the month ofRudJelD''^ of the j^ear A. H. 25&. 

tno hundred and filu-six, to attack him in the midst of his capital. ^ , 

After an intrepid resistance, in which the virtuous monai eh killed sc- 

veral of his a'=sailants with his ouii hand, they succeeded in securing 

his poison ; and luninc; iorced him to abdicate his throne in favor of 

the sons of lMute^\ ukkel, for whom they pretended to ha\c iisen, they 

then put him to death. 

This Mas the late oi Mhhteddv, mIio peiishcd at the age of thirty 
nine \Mtli the acknowledged chai actor ol a dc\out and pious prince; 
and alter a short leign ofelo\en months and a few da\s, during w Inch 
he had, how ever, al least as far as precept auvl example could prevail, 
coiitincd to abolish most of the corrupt and ilh'g.d jir.icticcs too tre- 
qiiently authori/cd h\ the Khalils his predecessors ol w horn he is said 
to ha\e adojitcd tor Ins nintalion the examjde alone ot the bencro- 
knt Omar Abdula// 1 /, and like him. to have confined Ins expenees 
to a ver\ moderate and sparing supply liom the public tieasnry. 

Vl Ml.mI amrn.oi iSlevntemmod Ah-rilaht Abul Abbas Ahmed, 
the son of Mutcu ukkel. fnteenth Khalil of the house of Abbas. 

Having, in the manner lUst desci ibed, made themselves masters of ' 
the poison and destiiiv of Muhteddv, the perfidious Tartars hastened 
' to place Ahmed the son of Mutevv ukkel (the third of the children of 
that weak and capricious piinee who anivcd at the impetial dignity) 
on the throne of the Khelaufat, w ith the title ot Kl Mnatemmed ala IMuatem- 
Ullah. which mar perhaps be lendcred, hnn iu -’Cfiom God has leposcd 
his coujidcitcc that of Ins father being indeed of a similar impoit thclioubcolAb* 
The influence of these detested merrenancs w as, howcvei, through 
lepcated treason, and insufferable insolence, now giadually declining; 

/ 

and in propoitioli as their power diminished, the affairs of the Khe- 
laufut seemed to exhibit, in the hands of hlnatemmcd, an appearance 
of system and regulaiity, of which it had been long deprived 

The attention of Muatemmed appears to havm been occupied, dur- 
ing the yeai two hundred and fifty eight, m an unsuccessful attempt 
to reduce Ally Saheb U1 Zenje and the levolted slaves at Bassorah ; 
in which he availed himself of the service of his biothei U1 Mouftek, 
w ho was hov'"ev cr compelled by the insurgents to letuin to Saumeiah, 

■With discomfiture and loss. 
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III the two hundred and sixt 5 ’'-firstofthe liidjerah, he made ashefy 
of establishing the immediate succession to the throne in his son Jauf- 
fer, with the titleof U1 Mufowez ala Ullah, delegated from God, with 
reversion to his second son Abu Ahmed the presumptive heir, and 
the title of U1 Nausser-ud-dein-Ullah — Defender of God’s faith. 
Keither of these princes ivas however destined to wield the septre of 
ro}’alty. 

So far back as the j'-ear two hundred and forty-nine,^ Yakiib the son 
of Laiss, the founder of the Sufauiiah dinasty, so denominated from his 
father Laiss the Shfaur, the copper smith oi braziei, had commenced 
his career of successful revolt in the province of Seiestaun ; and msi'^ 
years he had made himself master of Khorassaun,"the Kohestaun, with 
Kermaun, and the entiie province of Farss, his title being publicl)’’ 
ratified m two hundred and fifty-five, by the Khalif hluattez. At 
the period ofwhich we aie now speaking, having extended Ins con* 
quests to Persian Irak, he was menacing from thence an attack on the 
remaining dominions of the Khelaufut, and preparing to march against 
Baghdad, tie w'as however successfully opposed, andsignally defeated, 
at an obscure place called Dieh Aukkul, somewhere on his advance 
tow^ards BaghdM, by the Khalit’s tioops, under the immediate direc* 
tions of his brother U1 hlouflek. 

By the author of the Taiikh gu^eidah we are told, that after his dis- 
comfitureon thisoccasion, Yakub Laiss retiring intoKliorassaun, there 
in a shoi t time assembled another army, with which he again advanced 
to try Ins foituue against the troops of the Khelaufut. On bis march 
towards Irak, he is stated to hav^e received fiom Aluatemmed an ad- 
monition, aftei the signal proof which he had lecently experienced 
ot the displeasure of heaven, to beware of further tempting the power 
of God; to repent of his ambitious follies, and return to his allegiance . 
and that on withdiaiving his aimy back again into Khorassaun, a 
the past should be foigotten. To tins, in the hardihood of success u 
usurpation, Yaktib is said to have replied, that for the giandeur fo 
wi ich he had laised himself, he was alone indebted to Ins hitherto 
iiiMiicible arm and fortune , and that until he had humbled the pnd® 
auo [low ei of the Khalits, he wms determined to be a stranger to repose- 
If Ins ehoils were crowned with success, it would be very well, it 
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If it \\.is otherwise decided hy Ins destiny, he '^lionld ncvcithclcss he 
still master of Ins morsel and hailc> loaf, alluding to Ins original luim- 
hlc condition. Ilcenioycd not, however, an opportiiintv of bringing 
Ins alternative to the prool. lie died on Ins march ol a fit of the colic ; 
or according to Mr. Stesens, from Texcira, of a pleiiiisy because he 
declined an application repugnant to an over refined, and obstinate 
sense of delicacy. 

Subsequent to this, m the \ car tw o hundred andsi':ty-four,'a further 
attempt was made towards the suppres‘;ion of Ally Salieb-ul-Zenje and 
the rcYollers of Bassorah, under AhuX Abbas the son of MowfTck ; 
who at the head of ten thons.nul horse, liaMn? thrice cnffagfcd the 
rebels, succeeded at last in jriMiig tlicm a total defeat in the neigh- 
borhood of Bbuissit. Soon after he had achieved Ins ^ ictory, Abiil 
Abbas was joined by his father, and w ith him inoeccdcd in pursuit of 
thefugitncs. to the c:alcs of Ahiiauz , where Ally Sfihcb-ul-Zcnje had 
retired for shelter. That chief furnished them, ne\ ertheless, with 
ample emplo\mcnt for the most active exertions, for several years 
subsequent to tins peuod , until in the month of Sufler, of the two 
hundred and sc^cntleth of the IIid)crah,* he bra\elv perished in the 
field ol battle : and w ith him the usurpation of the Zen^uies, after it 
had occasioned, as it is further asserted, the slaughter of moie than one 
hundred thousand men. 

After a silent lapse of seven years, the annalist conveys us at once 
to the year two hundred and seventv-eight, to record the death of LT 
hJouflek, the loyal and active supporter of Ins brother’s authoiitv, 
■which then took place at Baghdad The voice of the public now 
declared Ins son Abiil Abbas recentlv mentioned, presumptive suc- 
cessor to the sovereign dignity with the title of U1 Mhatezzed B’lllah, 
on the eventual demise of Mi'iiow'cz the present heir apparent 

In confirmation of the voice of his people, the Khalit Mfiatemined 
in the course of the year following, at a magnificent entertainment 
to w'bich the whole of the principal nobility. Ulema, and ministers of 
law^ and justice wure invited, proceeded to require from Ins son Mu- 
fow'ez, his public avow'al of having abjured his claim to the Khelaufut ; 
W'hich was then solemnly transferred to his couzin Abul Abbas, 
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O': tlioiratc*^ of p il.\cc ere closed, nnappmition presented Itself to 
linn under \ arious di'^guises , soinel lines under tlu’ loiin of .i \ encrable 
old in.tn. mill a n lute bi'ard, in tbc Inbit oi a monk , at others in the 
shape ot abcaulitiil \oiith and occasionalK in the character of a mer- 
chant ortiadesman but nnder e\erv torin to apprize him of the roh- 
beries, and other* di''Or(h'rs coininittod In his Troops, and it Tvould 
freqiieiUl\ prove \eiv tronblesoine to tlie attendants This extraor- 
dmarv ]i\icnoincnon loin; ('\eited the <niriosity ol the pnblic, and 
became the subject ot ^'Ciieral com er'^ation , but the nature ot it nas 
iie\ cr di-^cov eied. It was probabh a ])hantom dressed' up by the 
Khalil. lorob\iou«: pui poses ol police and "ood "ov eminent 

In ihevcartwo hundied .iiid c‘u;lit\ -lour, Muate/zed evincing a 
design toiencvv tlu dc iiuiu latioiis irom the jmljnt, loin; since discon- 
tinued on the meinorv ol Mauvvciah. was hovvevci dissnadcd from 
such a mc.isuic, b\ the sounder discretion ol his minister, Obaidullah 
the son ol Suliinan 

111 this place, our author accommodates his readci with a bricfand 
cur^orv account of the heretical sect ol the Keiaiimitah, oi Kcrinathi- 
ans. ot whose principles and pro'cssion ol laith he luinishes us vvitli 
the lollovviin; abstract 'I'hev alleged the 1 inaiumit of Issmauil the son 
ol Jauller-ul-Saudek, Iroin whom they are not unfrcquently denomi- 
nated Issinauiliaiis , and because thev equally admitted of sev'eral 
things proscribed by the ordinances of the law, thev have been traduced 
as approximating in then principles to the atheistical doctiincs of the 
j\Killauhedah, although they prolessed their belict in the cxistenceof 
good and evil spirits, the former nuclei the name ol angels leading 
them to happiness, and the latter undci that ot genu, or jiim, at ctei- 
iial hostility vv ith them. Ihajeis, they mauitamed to consist in a 
sincere dev otioii to the memory ol then long since beatified Imaiini • 
and alms, in allotting to his repicsentative the firth of their property. 
On the preserv ation of a secict, they conterred a species ot sanctity, by 
giving to It the name ot Sum or Souni — religious abstinence or silence; 
and to the .violation of secrecy they aflixed, on the contrary, a soit of 
stiguia, by branding it with the epithet ot rena, sound , or peihaps 
Zemma, loquacit}'^ And lastly from the cilcumstance ot one of then 
chiels having in the inlancy of the sect applied to his letters the 
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appellation ofMAkermet, which signifies a mil painted mlth Jigurc^ 
they obtained the denomination of Keiaumetah~the people of the 
veil. Tlieir origin might be traced as far back as the reign of Harun 
rashidj or at least to that of Alamfinj a point on which there is some 
diversity of opinion , since they forbore to disclose their principles, or 
openly to make pioselytes to the sect, until the year two hundred 
and eighty-six , when, by insensible degrees, multitudes had been 
prevailed upon to adopt the tenets of these innovating schismatics. 

In the course of the year just alluded to, they openly revolted in great 
force, under AbfiSauid orSaeid, uIHubauby , whoput to death without 
mercj'-, such of the orthodox belie veis as had the misfortune to fall into 
his hands. In the beginning of the first month of Rebbeia, of the year 
tw^ohundred and eighty-seven* he entered Hidjer, the chief town of JBa- 
hareyiie ; uheie he committed every species of outrage and atrocity. 
Intelligence of his proceedings being, however, at last conveyed to 
Miiatezzed, one of his generals of the name of Abbas the son of Amrfi, 
was dispatche.d by that piince with a considerable division of the armj'', 
to give battle to the insurgent. But the troops of Baghdad were on 
this occasion defeated, and their general with se^en bundled of his 
followers became piisonei-s to the enemy. The life of the former was 
spared, but the lattei were immediately put to the sword. Of this 
Abbas It is related, that discarding all hope of mercy on falling into the 
hands of the schismatics, he had quietly resigned himself to his fate; 
when, after a confinement of some days, he was surpiised by a visit 
from his conqueror; who intimated to him that on his engagement to 
communicate, word for word, to Muatezzed the message which he was 
about to confide 'to him, he should be immediately set at laige : 
otherwise that he must piepare for death. The alternative required 
no gieat effort of deliberation ; and Abbas, promised with an oath, that 
w'hatever he chose to communicate, should be by him rehearsed to Ins 
sovereign, without the suppression of the slightest circumstance. 

Then,” said Abh Sauid, “ tell Mfiatezzed that I am a man whose abode 
“ IS in the solitudes of the desert, whose wants are confined to a very 
“ few things merely necessary for the support of existence , that by 
“ me his dominions have not been abridged of a single town, neither 
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‘ I In nny Instance occasioned the slightest injury tohisgovern- 

“ incnt Let him take this assurance from me, and 1 eall the judge of 
“all things to ^^llnc‘^s the truth ol the statement, that although the 
“whole loice of his empire were employed to crush me, 1 shall 
‘ alwa\slie \ ictoi ions, and for this good reason — my soldiers have been 
“ long inured to fatigue and danger in exery shape, while his on the 
“ contrary, nursed in the bosom ot enioyment, must sink under the 
“trial At this moment, that they arc compelled by his orders to 
“ tra^ ci’se the trackless w astes of these deserts, the hour of despair and 
defeat presses upon them , and though they should endca\our to 
“ escape b\ flight, the greater part must perish by my sword. Nay 
“ admittingthat in the confidence of superior numbers, they should for 
“ the present torbear to ictirc, it will still be at my discretion by a 
“ eounterfeit flight to engage them further in the deseit; and on some 
“ favorable opportunity to come upon them in the night, and cut them 
“olf when they least expect it. I would therefore advise him to 
“ reflect, that in the hostilities w ith w Inch he has thought fit to pur- 
“ sue me. his armies are not likely to acquire cither fame or profit , and 
“ that for the future it behoxes him to recede from a design wdiich 
must teiminate so prejudicially to his ow n interests , to desist from 
“ a 'contest that must [irovc equally unprofitable and unavailing ” 
llaMiig upon this received his dismission, Abbas proceeded accor- 
dingly to Baghdad , w here, w ithout either enlargement or extenuation, 
he communicated to his master the message wdnch he had m charo-e 
from the Iverinathian. And it is alleged, that not even the name of 
these schismatics w^as suflfered to pass the lips of Muatezzed, from that 
tune to the beginning of the year tw'o hundred and eighty-nine, w’hen 
the depredations w Inch they dared to commit m the territory of Ktlfah 
compelled him to make another exertion to check their enormities. 
On this occasion the commander, wdiom he employed on the service, 
succeeded in expelling the depredators ; and one ot their chieftains 
who became a prisoner, w as conveyed to the presence of Mfiattezzed. 
To the interrogatoiies wdnch w^ere put to him, with regard to the 
doctrines of Ins sect, before he pioceeded to replj^ tins man demanded 
ot the Khalif if he w as aw^are, that besought information on a subject 
w Inch affected Ins ow n personal inteiests^, more neaily than he seemed 
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fl. 289. to Wagme; and tlie Klialifprofessing his ignorance, -he then e:?plamed 

(himself as follows. “ When the prophet of Isslam, on whom he per- 

•Xliolaus.-’ut- “petuahbcnediction, withdrew to that state of existence which never 
-ni-akubanr. „ , , , ^ , 

“perishes, we heard of no claim to the succession on the part of thine 

“ ancestor Abbas. The people on the contraiy unanimously pledged 

“ their allegiance to Abu Bukker , and after him the Khelaufut was 

“fuither adjudged to Omar: and when, to calm the rising dissensi- 

“ ons, that monarch made the sovereign dignity elective, he appears to 

“ have allotted tothe sane Abbas not the slightest share in the trans- 

“ action. It IS therefore our belief that, in justice, thou shouldst have no 

“ portion in the throne of the Ivhalifs.^’ A reply by n Inch Muatez- 

zed was so mucli exasperati'd, that he directed the wretched Kcrmath- 

•ian to be immediately put to death under ever}" species of torture. 

A seveie indispbSition by which he was soon afterwards attacked, 
convincing hluatezzed that Ins dissolution was approaching, he con- 
vened the members of Ins court, and required them to pledge their 
.allegiance to his son Ally , on whom he then conferred the title of 
U1 Mukteff}', or perhaps .Mutkeffy B’lllah. And in the latter part of 
the first Rebbeia^"* of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, he 
expired at the age of forty nine; when Ins authority had endured for 
a period of nine years, and about four or five months. 

Notwithstanding his acknowledged bias in favor of the Sejuds, 
Mfiatezzed has been stigmatized as a paisimonious and avaricious 
prince; so great a stranger to the milder weaknesses of compassion 
and humanity, and so eageily disposed to the effusion of blood, that 
‘between sentence and execution, no malefactor found vith him the 
smallest respite. ^ 

To him, howev"er, on otheraulhorityf we find ascribed an alteration 
in the Mahomraedan kalendar, m transferring the commencement of 
theyearfrom the first day ofFerwardein, corresponding with the month 
ofxMarcb, to the period whentljesunattainsitsgreatestnorthern altitude, 
a"" the summei solstice ; in order, as it is alleged, to relieve his people 
from the burdensome inconvenience, under which they had hitherto 
laboured, of being required to pay their taxes before their han'esta 
bad been secured 
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Another circumstance omUlcd b}' our author, but nhich may with A. H. 20 &, 
*id\anta5c be further supplied from the same source as ne have just ^ ^ 
had occasion to rclcr to, is, that the power of the Silfauriah, or child- Kholuussut- 
ren of Leiss, liaMiig become extremely formidable m Persia, during 
the reign of ISIiiatez/.cd, Issmauil of the race of Sainan, oi Somoon, 
as a modern rcr‘iian nould express it, was employed, under the nomi- 
nal authority ot that prince, to suppress the usurpation. An object 
n Inch u as iiltiinatel;* accomplished bj' theSamaunian , and he leceived 
in compensation the entire sovereignty of the vast possessions lecently 
occupied b\ the u^^urpers. 

Ul Ml'Kilpi'Y U’ill Ml Abu Mahcmnmd Ally, the son of oSIA- 
atC7zed, se\enteenth Khalif ol the house of Abba*?. 

At the period of his father’‘^ di'ssolution, MiiktefTy was absent at Muktep- 
"Ralvkah, but on infonnatioii of thate\ciit, he lejiaired immediately to fv B illau, 
Baghdad , uhcie, on his anual. the people renewed to him their 
pledge offidclitv and experienced iiom him in return, the most liberal 
proofs of his bountv, in the rich and magnificent picsents which he 
causedto be distributed on the occasion. 

In the second ^car ol this leign, the two hundred and ninetieth of A H 290. 
the Ilidierah, the pro\ ince ol S^ria uas exposed to a dreadful irrup- A. D.t)03. 
tionofthe Iveraiimitah, under their chief Yahcya the son of Rpfrzuiah,-j' 
son ot Mahruyah and although this person was killed in battle m the 
early pait of the expedition, the schismatics electing his brother Hus- 
se\ne to command in his room, shortly afteru ards made themselves 
masters of the greater part of the proiince. "With respect to this 
Husse\ne Ave further learn, that he affected to trace his descent to 
Issmauil, the adopted patron of the sect, and son of Jauffer-ul-Saudek, 
the sixth Imaiun ; that he hasl^y historians been distinguished by the 
title of Saheb-ul-Shaumah ; and that the chief to u horn he consigned 
the direction of his airuy bore the title of Suheb-ul-haul. , Be this as 
it may, the latter was dispatched by Ins supeiior at the head of a divi- 
sion of the inA^aders towards Baulbek, and the territory in that quarter ; 

\A here they completed jthe measuie of their atrocities by a general 
massacie of the inhabitants. Intelligence of these enormities being 
•Iiou ever convej ed to Mukteffjq he at last assembled his troops to the 

* Dei gratia conttntus, 
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A. H, 290. numlier of on<? hunjlrecl tliousand jiien ; and proceeded at their head 
.A D 903. fo^Ya^ds the Syrian frontiei by the ordinary route of Aiossule. On his 
^/a^hbrur^' at Rakkah, a powerful division ivas detached in advance 

under iMahommed tlic son of Suliman, who fell in With these depie- 
dators, under then principal chief the Saheb-ul-Shaumali abovealluded 
to, and totally defeated them, about tw^elve faisangs or leagues fiom 
Harness - and pursuing them wnthout respite, succeeded in securing 
the pei&ons ofbotli the leaders of the schismatics, and of three hundred 
and sixtj- of then principal followers, in one of the districts adjoining 
to the Euphrates. 

Jn the coui-c of the year following, the same Zegruiah, orSaheb-ul 
Shaumah, basing edecterl his escape in a manner W'hicb is not explain- 
ed, again appeared m Syiia at the head of the Keraumitah , and sig- 
nalized himself afresh by every species of disorder and outrage But, 
on the approach of a considerable foioe destined to act against Inna 
on the pait of Mukteffy, he turned aside into Babylonia, or Arabian 
Iiak ; wdiere, at a place called Suaun, near Kadsiali, or KadeSsiali, the 
troops of the Khelaufut biought him to an action, and w^ere defeated 
with great slaughtei. Subsequent to this he appears to have prose- 
cuted his designs wnth impunii^s until the year twohundred and ninety 
four ; when throw mg himselt into the route of the pilgrims to iMekkah 
in the Arabian desert, he plundered the Karvaun, and put twenty 
thousandoftlieHadjies to thesword. Toavenge tins sacrilegiousinsult, 
one of the generals of Mukteffy, of the name of lEasseif, was dispatch- > 
ed at the head of a competent force in pursuit of Zegruiah; and in the 
latter part of the second Rebbeia^ of the same year, brought him 
to another battle, in which after a desperate conflict, the arch Schis- 
matic was at last killed ; many of his followers fell into the hands of 
the KhaliFs troops, and the remainder, for the present, dispersed to dif- 
ferent quarters. 

In the month of Zikaudah of the year two hundred and ninety five,-^ 
at the age of thirty-three, terminated the earthly career ofMbkteffy ; 
when he had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of six 
years, and between five and six months. He bore the character of 
prudent and benevolent prince. 

» A. D . 807, February, t August A. D. SOfc 
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Troin anollicv ‘loiif'ccofinformation it would nppf'or, llintMalioinmod 
tlicson of l'lariL)n. beins: cniploAcd in Tobnstaiin .duinig the rei^n of 
Muktqfl'N , to suppress the usurpation oi Malioniincd the Baukeiite, 
the succcs'^or of Ilussun the son of Zcid, had no sooner accomplished 
tliat object, thiougli the assistance of Issinuiil the Sainannian, tlian 
hcdcclarcd himself independent. He w as, however, ultimatelj’^ compel- 
led toabandon his ambitious vlc^\s by the troops ^^hlch uere season- 
ably sent againsthim bv l\iuktcfi\ • contemporary a\ ith w horn, itmav be 
expedient to icmaik, u ciel«;smauil, and Ahmed, the Samanides, mon- 
archs of Bokhaia 

Ul jMuKTEDnuR, oi Muktadcr B’lllah* Abul Fazzel Jaufler, the 
son of Muatezzed, eighteenth Khalit of the house of Abbas. 

Upon the death ofMCikteflV, the allegiance of the people had been 
secured, through the zeal and influence of Abbas the son of Hhsseyne, 
one of the first dignitaries of the empire, for Jauffer the brother of the 
deceased monarch, Mith the title of Miiktcdder B’lllah , but, as this 
prince did not yet exceed his thirteenth j^ear, it became uith many 
- of every class of society a subject of serious debate, how far it was 
pi udent to entrust the so\ereign power to the hands of such a minor; 
and the same reflection producing a change, ^either real oi pretended, 
in the counsels of Abbas himself, he sought to amend Ins error, by 
substitutingMahommed the sonof Muatemmed in hisroom. How^ever, 
the object of his selection not happening to be then immediately in 
existence, he pioposed to transfei his nomination to one of the descend- 
ants of Mutewmkkel, who w'ent bj’’ the name of Abfil Hussun ; but 
as this personivas destined by God’s providence, about the same critical 
period, to shaie the fate of his relative, the imperial dignity became 
by these casualties, at last established in the hands of Mflktedder. ' 
The year following notwithstanding, the minister Abbas being, wuth- 
out ostensible cause, cut offbyHfisseyne the son of Hamdan,surnamed 
Abu Heija, the latter entered into a conspiracy wuth others of the 
nobility in favor of Abdullah the son of Mfiattez , whom they accord- 
ingly- raised to the Khelaufut, with the title of Mhrtezza B’lllah. 
The conspiratois weie, however, gallantly opposed by the youthful 
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Muktedder, and Mounlss'Khaudem, (or Mounis^'^staUd, as’ he is else- 
wheradenominated) the chief of the eunuchs, tiuth suCh of bis guards 
as continued firm to their allegiance ; and falling into the hands of the 
Khalifas party, they m ere the whole of them put to deaths together 
with the unfoitunate Abdullah, who, on the Seizure ofhis person, was' 
condemned to share the fate of his accomplices. ■ 

Subsequent to this period fqr a series of jmars, little is offered to 
the attention of the reader, but tlie removals and re-appomtments 
which perpetually recurred among the ministers of Mhktedder ; whose 
attention was otherwise entirely devoted to his pleasures In the 
course of tliiee hundred and nine,* Husseyne the son of Munsur-ul- 
Hellauje (the cotton dresser) whom, according to our 'author, the 
learned have united to register in the catalogue of saints, was con- 
demned to death, tlirough the influence of Hamed the son of Abbas 
the Vezzeir, and by a fetva, or decision obtained from the Eymah, or 
sacerdotal order. 

In three hundred and eleven, f Abfi Taher the Son of Abb Sauid, 
who had become supreme of the Keraumitah on the death of his father, 
contrived by a forced ma'rch from Bahareyne, on the gulph of Persia, 
at the head of seven hundred horse, to surprise the city of Bassorah ; 
from which, after a pillage and massacre of seventeen days, he was suf- 
fered to retire without the slightest molestation. The year following, 
he also plundered and cut to pieces several of the convoys proceeding 
to Mekkah, and extended his ravages to ICufah ; and having given to 
that city a competent sample of hiS enormities^, he again retired with 
his accustomed celerity into Bahareyne. In three hundred and fit- 
teen, J having made another irruption into the territory of Kufah, and 
being there attacked by Yfissuf the son of Abi-us-sauje, one of the most 
distinguished of MukteddePs captains, he defeated and killed that 
commander. The reputation acquired by this victory encouraged 
him to take possession of Anbaur, the ancient granary of the Persian 
monarchs,on the Euphrates. A considerable sensatibn was produced by 
these alarming encioachments in the now voluptuous metropolis of 
Baghdad , and Mouniss Khaudem with forty thousand horse, was dis- 
patched by jNIuktedder to give battle to the Kermathian chi.t, who 
was again triumphant. 
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In tlie coiiTSG of year three hundred and sixteen, another change 
t)f ministers consigned the office of the vizzaurut to Abh Ally ben 
ISICilvlah ; but the ixovernment of Mukledder, through the wretched 
and imprudent sN-stem of delegating his power to the discretion of 
of a fluctuating ministry, to the companions of his pleasures, and 
e\cn to his women, had by this time declined into the utmost con- 
tempt. It IS even recorded that, in some instances, a bondmaid of his 
mothci’s was known to preside in the courts of justice. It is thcre-- 
fore not to be wondered at, that he should have been assailed in his 
palace, by Abiil Ilcijan the son of llamdan, and Baziig, and other 
factious chiefs, who opcnlv revolted against his authority, during the 
three hundred and seventeenth ot the Ilidjerah.'* On this occasion his 
old and faithful domestic iSIouniss ul Khaudem, w ho had been com- 
pelled to join the insurgents, contrived by some means or other tp 
enter the palace before them , and made use of the opportunity to 
convey thelvhahf, his mother and sister, and most of the individuals 
of his family, m safetv to a house of his own. The insurgent chiefs 
proceeded, however, to rai«e Mahommed the son of Muatezzed to the 
Ivhelaufut, w ith the title of Ul Kaher B’lllah. But some of the cham- 
berlains or porters, and other inmates of the Khalit’s household being, 
on some pretext or other, refused admission b}" Baziig. they took 
offence at his behaviour, and two days afterw’ards assembling in arms, 
in the area before the palace of Ul Kaher, with loud and tumultuous 
clamors, demanded their pay. They succeeded in getting into their 
power the persons of Bazug and Eben Haradan, both of whom they 
immediateU put to death : after which, hastening to the dwelling 
house of j\Ioi n ^s, where Muktedder had been seemed against the 
designs of the rebeU, they conveyed that prince^ on their shoulders, 
backagainmtriumphtotliepalaceof the Rh'elautut; and there renewed 
their oaths of allegiance to him The person of Ul K^her was con-r 
signed to a prison , and he survived, as we siiall presentlv see, to re- 
sume the imperial dignity indeed, but to terminate his days in ultimate 
disgrace and wretchedness 

At the conclusion of tins year, on the eighth day of Zilhudj‘e,f by the 
pilgrims denominated rouze-e-tezweiali — the day of decoration, Abff 
•A. D.S29, ^TtnJi of A, p.SyO;, ' 
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Tdher the chief of the Keraumitah fell suddenly upon the city of 
Mekkah : and having plundered the place, and massacred near thirty 
thousand persons, and otherwise committed incredible enormities in 
the sacred sanctuary of Isslam, retired again into Bahareyne, taking 
Muth him the Hidjer-ul-asswad, or black rock of the Kaaiibah. Not 
longafterwardsheis howeversaid tohaverestoredtheHidjer-ul-asswad, 
in consequence of an application from Abu Zsiahommed Abdullah, 
entitled Mehed}’’. the Issmauilite, kingof Afnca'.* although it is other- 
wise stated that this sacred relic continued m the hands of the Ker- 
aumitah, for a period of twenty years. 

In thej'ear three hundred and nineteen, it having been intimated to 
him that the Khalif entertained some violent design against his person, 
hlouniss ul Khadera suddenly quitted the metropolis without permis-’ 
sioii ; and hastening to Mossule, he succeeded in taking possession of 
that city and the adjoining territor}’’, and in assembling a competent 
force ; at the head of which he shortlv afterwards returned towardsBagh- 
dad. The wretched iNIuktedder drew out of the town with a design to 
give him battle ; but being basely abandoned by his troops, he fell into 
the hands of a bod}" of Aleghrebins, orLybian mercenaries ;,who imme- 
diatel}" struck off his heady and conveyed it to the successful rebel. 

This, at the age of thirty eight, and after a turbulent and inglorious 
reign, according to our author, of four and twenty years, eleven months, 
and sixteen days, appears to have been the fate of Muktedder ; the 
misfortunes of whose government have been, bj" some writers, prin- 
cipally ascribed to the perpetual, and perhaps capricious vaiiation, 
which he caused to take place among his ministers , the ^ izzaurut 
being transferred no less than fourteen different times, while he slum-' 
bered,in luxury and idleness, in thepalace oftheKbalifs. It is however 
here obvious to remark, that for the last sixty or seventy years, the 
power of these once formidable, and illustrious sovereigns had been 
on all sides rapidly declining ; for, as we shall hereafter hare occasion 
to commemorate more at large, by the usurpations of the sons ofLeiss 
on one side, of the more permanent and celebrated house of Saman 
on another, and of the rapacious ILeraumitah on a third, that exten- 
sive empire which, at one period, embraced beneath its sway the vast 
^nd spacious dominions of the Persian monarchy, in the meridian of its 
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glorv, had by this timereceded within the comparatively circiim<5crlbed A. H 31J>. 

limits of Babvlonia and Mesopotamia, the modern Arabian Ir^k, and ^ ^ 

Jezzeirah , with the addition, perhaps, of a precarious interest, which ^^liolaussut- 
„ , , , p r, ul akhbaur. 

It still contiived to retain, in the adjoining provinces ot byria. 

XJl. Ka HER B’l LLAu^ Abu Munsur hlahommecl the son of Muatez- 
zcd, nineteenth Khalif ot the house of Abbas. 

The military chiefs and principal inhabitants of Baghdad uniting, on 
the death of the late Khalil, to pledge their allegiance to Ul Kalier, 
that prince conferred the dignitv of the Vizzaurut on A.hA Ally Eben 
hiuklah, formerly mentioned, and thatof H^]eb, or great chamberlain, 
upon Ally the son orTelleik. The malignant disposition, however, 
which he exhibited in his treatment of the relatives and dependants, and 
particularly of the mother of his predecessor, whom, notwithstanding Ul Kaher B’il- 
shelaboured in the last stage of adiopsy,hefinedin a large sum of money, lah, XlXth Klm- 
and committed to the charge of his collectors until it was paid, soon 
fuinislied to the authois of his elevation, ample cause to regret their 
choice. But the discontent, which was brooding in the minds of his 
ministeis, becoming know n to the monarch, he contrived tor the pre* 
sent to protract the tlueatening evil ; by cutting off the chief of the 
eunuchs Mouniss ul Kliaudem, with Yelleik the chamberlain, and 
Ally, one of his sons, Eben Muklah the A'ezzeir found means, how'- 
e^ er, to escape * and by holding, from his retreat, a correspondence 
w ith the disaflected chiefs, continued to animate them to the desio-n 
of dethroning their soveieign Accordingly, w hen all things indicated 
that the means of Ul KTilier’s humiliation weie complete, Seyma the 
captain of the 1 uikisli, or Tartar guards, in conjunction with the 
other duels, seized the person ot that prince , and bv passing the sear- 
ing instiunicnt across his exes, forex er disqualified him from resuming 
the Ivinctions ot the imperial dignity. In this state, he is said to have 
ccaitinucd his miserable existence to the reign of LI Muteia bbllah, 
foi a period ot filtecn, or sixteen vears , during xx Inch he xxas regularly 
seen exeix kridav, xxitli other blind mendicants, at the gates of tiie 
principal mosque, soliciting the cliantv ot the benevolent lor the man, 

XX ho hut asyesierdax xxas their soxcreign, although this da) reduced 
to be their w retched supidicant 
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TIib TT i'ctclicd 1 Kiilicr was tlius precipitated from liis tlirone, at tli6 
^ ^ ^5 ^ tile fc_ecoTid. year of his reign, and the thice hundred 

and twenty-second of the Ilidjerah ; the office of Vezzcir having been 
alternately exercised under his authoiity. by Eben Muklah, by hla- 
hommed the son of U1 Kaussem, and by Ahmed the son of Abdullah. 

ULRAUZY,orRAUDTiY B*i LL A H Abhl Abbas hlaliommed, iheson 
of iSIuktedder, twentieth Khahf of the house of Abbas. 

Having accomplished then design in the deposition of the unfoitu- 
nate ETl Kahei, the heads of the conspiiacy, and chief citizens of J3agh- 
dad, proceeded to enhiigc from imprisonment Mahommed the son of 
Mfikteddei; uhom they immediately raised to the throne of the Kha- 
lifs, under the title of U1 Rauzy B’lllah , and howevei profuse, on his 
accession, in his piomises of the justice witli which he uas determined 
to govern, and of the favois which he ivas disposed to dispense to Ins 
people, it would appeal fiom the sequel, that the hopes thus inspired 
by the new monarch, were by no means intended to deccu e 1 le coii- 
terred the Yizzaurut fiist on Ebon Muklah , but taking oflence at 
the conduct of that minister, he removed him m the course of three 
hundred and twenty-four, and vested tlic appointment in Abduriaili- 
inan the son of Eissa. The continuance in office of the latter, and 
of several otlieis who succeeded, was, hou ever, not more durable than 
that of their predecessois. 

In the three hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjcrah, Abu Biik- 
ker, entitled Eben Ratek, and heie designated the mastei spring, or 
perhaps key stone of the powei of UI Rauzy, entered into a compo- 
sition u itli Abu Tahcr the prince of the Keraumitah, by n Inch, for the 
annual sum of filty thousand dmaiirs’' of gold from the customs of 
BaMidad, that chief ent!;agcd tooflci noiurthcr molestation to thepil- 
grims, on their nay to Mrkkah , and thus a method nasat last disco- 
Acred to alleviate, in some degicc, the mischiefs so long entailed 
upon Isslam h^ these ferocious schismatics. 

The ^erv next year, the 'N'lzzanrut being restored to Ehcn iMhklih, 
andadisputeansing hctv.ccn that minister and LbonRalck, fortlie part 
Y liicii he n as supposed to ha\c taken in his former disiiiibsion, he 

' Dei "Dtia ar([iii<’>tctis. 
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soii£^ht to avenge the injury by inviting to Baghdad one of the slaves 
of INIurdauenje the son of Zebaur, prince of Deylein, vhose name 
appears to have been Buhkem Makauny ; and who, after the assassi- 
nation of his benefactor, had contrived to subjugate some part of the 
teiritory of Arabian Irak. But the treacherous correspondence being 
detected bv Eben Ratek,and laid before the Khalif, and the presence 
of the USUI per in his capital but little according with the benevolent 
vievs of U1 Rauzv, he sent for Eben Miiklah, and in terms of indigna- 
tion, taxed him v ith the odious treason, which he attempted to deny; 
but as Ins guilt u as too clearlv substantiated, he was immediately con- 
demned to lose his right hand : and the sentence was carried into 
execution, in spite of his loud and earnest intreaties, that that hand 
might be spared, Inch had written so manv copies of the Koran. It is 
further noticed as something singular, that tins man should have been 
three tunes vezzeir, should have served three different Khalifs, performed 
three pilgrimages to Mekkah, and thrice faiilv copied the sacred text 
of the Koran , and lastlv that he should have been three times buried. 

Notu ithstanding all this, the Makaiinian, in the course of the same 
rear, contrarv to the known and acknou ledged intentions of U1 Rauzv, 
entered Baghdad, and Eben R^tek being compelled to fly for life, the 
intruder immediately usurped the absolute administration of affairs ; 
and either received, or extorted from Ul Rauzy the title Amcir-xd~ 
-{iinia, first grandee or lieutenant general of the empire, on this occa- 
sion fiist instituted under the go^ernment of the Khahfs : and from 
that moment may perhaps be properly dated the mere and absolute 
pageantry, the shadow of then former splendor, a’i Inch only, this illus- 
trious line of princes w ere hencefoi ward suflered to retain. 

Three years subsequent to tins usurpation, namely, in the former 
month of Rebbeia, of the year three hundred and twenty nme,^ Rauzv, 
at the age of tlnrtv-two, expired of a dropsical complaint, after having 
exeicised a piecarious a-uthority for about six years and ten months. 
He bears with historians the character of having surpassed the major- 
ity of the monaichs of the house of Abbas, in accomplishments both 
natural and acquired, and particularh in the benevolent and liberal 
quditns ot Ins heait , and he his said to have left several poetical 
periOimaiiCes, as memorials of an elegant and cultivated mind. Con- 
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temp ovaries \Aitli him, were Emmaud-iid doulali the Deylemite, and 
his brothers , and Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian, monarch 
of Transoxiana. 

Ul Mutekky^ Ullah, Abu Ishaiik Ibrauhim, the son of Muk- 
tedder* twenty-first Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Being absent at Waussit, at the period of Ul Rauzy’s disolntion, the 
Ameir-ul-umra, on intimation of that event, dispatched his instruc- 
tions to the Ulema, Kauzies, and chiefs of the Hashemites at Bagh- 
dad, requiring them to transfer their allegiance to any one ol the race 
of Abbas, whom they conceived best qualified for th^ aiduous charge 
ofthe imperial government In conformity with these iiisti notions, the 
piincipal inhabitantsproceeded accordingly to d*. liberate on the choice 
of a successor to the vacant throne ; and ultimately fixed upon Ibraiil im 
the son of hlfiktedder, the brother of the late monarch, w horn they 
immediately saluted Khalir w'lth the title of Miitekky Ullah. 

But, that the proud soveieignty of the Khalits was now reduced to 
a shadow', a convincing proof, if any w'eie at all necessary, w'as exhi- 
bited in the conduct of the lapacious Ameir-ul-iimra Biilikcm, in the 
eaily part of this reign. For dispatching to Baghdad a division of 
his followers, they seized for his use the w'hole of the horses, and caimds, 
and other valuable effects of every desciiptioii, hitherto deemed the 
exclusive property of the imperial family. The usurper did not, how- 
evcr,longsu vive tofehcitatehimself on thisautlacious actof successful 
sjioliation , lor almost at the very moment of its execution, he wms 
assassinated on a hunting party, by a nitive of Kurdestaun On the 
death of this chief, wdio is otherw isc iiivorably sjioken of, for the rigor 
of his jiolice, and the strictness with which he caused the hiws to be 
executed against malefactors, tiic digii t\ of Ameir-ul-umra w <is aspiri d 
to, by Abu Abdullah BureidN , at this period go\criior of Bassoiah , w ho 
fo the attainment of the object of hisambitmn, shoitly aftei w ards aji- 
proached BagliclAd , but being succissaillv opposed in anus, by a l.ody 
of the Tartar ganisuii, he was this time compelled to recede from liis 

design. 

'1 he Near following he returned, however, and made himself m is' r 
of Baghdad , and in rcNcnge lor his former miscarriage, gave up t/iat 
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'\\n'etclied city to all the horrors of pillage and slaughter. Mutekkv, 
itii a band of faithful followers, effected Ins escape in private to Mossul, 
from whence he implored the assistance of Nasser-ud-doulah and Ins 
brother, the sons of Abdullah ben Hamdan governor of Syria. In cheer- 
ful compliance with his request, he was joined shortly afterwards by 
those chieftains at the head of a numerous force ; \yith which they pio- 
ceeded to re-instate him, in the possession of Ins metropolis and authon tj''. 
On intelligence ofthe Khalit’s approach thus poweifully supported, the 
Bureidian abandoned Baghdad, which was immediately re-occupied 
by its legitimate prince, the usurper retreating towards Waussit: but 
being closely puisued by Kasser-ud-doulah, he was overtaken on his 
maich tovsards that place, in the neighboihciod of Mcdciein, where 
haMng ventured to give battle to his pursuer, he was shamefully de- 
feated, and diiven to consult his safety by a precipitate flight. 

Ill the course of three hundred and-tlnrtj'-one,* the dignity of Ameir 
ul umia, notv ithstaiiding the alleged odiousnessof hisrelative, appears 
to have devolved on louzun, one of the kindr. d of the late Makau- 
nian , but some jealousies having arisen to destroy the harmonv, which 
might for a short time have subsisted between the prince and his min- 
ister, both parties had recouise to the sword ; and the former having 
been defeated, was compelled in the following year to retire to Rakkah : 
from whence he now dispatched to solicit the aid ofEkhsheid, prince 
or governor of Egypt. That prince repaired shortly afterwards to Rak- 
kah, and endeavored to prevail upon Mutekky to accompanj'^ him to 
his province , there to reside while a sufficient force should be assem- 
bling to avenge his wrongs. The Khalif, for reasons which are not 
explained, declined this invitation , chusing rather to risk the chance 
of an accommodation v ith his oppressor, to whom he accordingly ap- 
plied for peace Convening the heads of the law and religion at Bagh- 
dad, the perfidious Touzun,in their presence, and that of the messenger 
enq loyed bj" Mutekky on the occasion, took a solemn oath, that with- 
out the most distant conception of » v 1, he should heucefoiward ever 
retain for thelvhalii’s authority, the most sincere lovalty and submis- 
sion • and to that effect, having drawn up, and executed a written en- 
gagoment in due form, it vas by the same messenger nnmediately 
transmitted to Alutckky ; who most unadviseolj fell into the snare, 
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On receipt of this insidiops paper, the Khalif, in spite of the remon- 
strances of both Nasser ud don lab and SeyfucI doulah, and of Ekh- 
sheid go vernor of E^ypt, proceeded towards Baghdad, and being met, on 
hisafrival atthe canal ot Eissa, by Touzun, he there received outwaidly 
fiom that minister evmiy mark of lespect and duty, at the same moment 
that his agents were employed to condnct Abdullah the son of Muk- 
teffy to the encampment, for the purpose of superseding him. but 
immediatel}’^ on the ariival of Abdullah, the perfidious minister threw 
off the mask, seized the person of his unhappy soveieign, and, apply- 
ing the searing instrument to his eyes, forever bereaved him of sight. 

This event appears to have taken place in the three bundled and 
thirty-third of the Hidj'eiah, when Mhtekky had exercised his pre- 
carious authority for thiee years, and eleven months. He is stated 
to have survived his misfortune fora period ot five and twenty jmars, 
namely, to the thiee hundied and fifty-eighth of the Hidjerah, when 
he quitted this life, and was buried somewhere on the western side of 
Baghdad. In addiction to its other distresses, that unfortunate city 
experienced, dunpg the reign of Mutekky, the affliction of a seveie 
famine * and we shall furthe^r remark, that contemporary with this 
ill-fated monarch, were the princes Nasser ben Ahmed, and his 
son Null, or Noah, the Sanianides . and Einmaud-ud-doulah and ins 
brothers, the Dejdemites of the lace of Buyah. 

Ul Mustekfy B’lLLAHr* Abul Kaussem Abdullah, the son of 
Mukteffy, twenty-second Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having circumvented, and deposed his sovereign in the manner above' 
related, Touzfin proceeded to establish on the throne of the Khalils, 
Abdullah the son ofMfikteffy, the couzin german of the extruded mon- 
arch, A\ith the title of Mhstekfy orMhstekeffy Bhllali ' The perfidious 
Ameir-ul-umra was,' howevei, not suffered long to tiiumph in the 
success of his iniquitous plans , a signal, and almost immediate judg- 
ment would seem to have pursued him, for the violence of which he 
had been guilty towards the person of the unfortunate Mutekky , for 
he was smitten with blindness, and died shoitly afterwards, in the 
month of Mohunim of the year three hundred and thirty-four 

The government of Baghdad, at this period liecome, very probably, 
an appendage to the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, now devolved upon 
* Deigratiam jnteate supplicans. t Auj'nst, A. D.045. 
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one of tlie milrtary chiefs, here called the son of Sheirzaiid. This min- 
ister proceeding, hon’ever, to exercise Ins authoiity with eveiy species 
of oppiession and violence, the situation of the wretched inhabitants 
became to the last degree deplorable , and intelligence of their sutfer- 
ings being convened to Ahmed the son of Bfi^ah, who had by this 
time extended Ins conquests to Ahuauz, that commander immediately 
directed his maich towards Baghdad The somof Sheirzaud, and the 
Turkish iSIaumliiks tenified at his approach, abandoned the city and 
fled , and Mustekfv conceived it expedient for a short time to follow 
their example But Ahmed the' son ofBuj-^ah having soon afterwards’^ 
entered Baghdad, without opposition, the Khalif, among otliers, hast- 
ened to visit him , expressing the utmost joy and gratitude, that his 
presence should at last have relieved him from the appiehensions, 
under n Inch he had continually lived, from the violence of the Turks. 

The son of Buyah made little difficulty in pledging his 'allegiance 
to hlhstekty, and received fioni him, in return, the title of Muezz-ud- 
doulah, the glo) 1/ of the state, by which we are henceforward to recog- 
nize him For a tew days, things appeared to pioceed between them 
■nith considerable haimony, but a misunderstanding having ulti- 
mately arisen, this phantom of a Khalif was, in the couiseof the very 
same yeai, seized by ^luezz-ud-doulah, and like some of Ins prede- 
cessors, condemned to lose Ins ej'e-sight , in which situation he, 
hoAAever, suivived to the year three hundred and thirty-eight. 

hlustekfy had attained to the age of forty-one, before he was called 
to the now meagre, and unsubstantial honorsofthe Khelaufut , which, 
however nominal, he was not suffered to enjoy beyond the circum- 
scribed period of sixteen months , having been degraded from his 
authoiitv, and condemned to languish in perpetual night in the 
yeai three hundred and thirty-four The , office of Vezzeir, which 
‘Still subsisted, though shorn of all its splendor, was held during the 
reign of Mustekfv. by Abul Ferrah Mahommed the son of Ally. Con- 
temporary ^Mth this Khalif ere Nuh the son ofiSIunser, or Munsiii, 
tlie Samauniciii , and Einmaud-ud-doulah the Devlemite, with his 
brothers Rokken-ud-doulah, and Miiezz-ud-doulah , the latter ofw horn 
became, as ne have just seen, theauthor of his misfoi tunes and disgrace. 

** On the 11th ofthc former Juuimaud^, or 18th of Detember, A, D. 945, 
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U L Muteia JJllah* AbiM Kaussem Fazzel, tlif son of Mijk« 
tedder, twenty-third Khalif of the liouse of Abbas. 

Having confirmed, instead of alleviating the degraded state of the 
Khelaufnt, by tlie sufferings inflicted upon the deposed Mustekfv, 
the Deylemite proceeded to the further exeicise of his power, by rais- 
ing Fazzel the son of Mhktedderto the sovereign dignity, u ith the title 
of MiJteia Ullah , providing, at the bame time, that he should not forget 
his humiliating dependence, by the appointment of an agent, to note 
and keep a regular account of, the receiptand expenditure ofthe pageant 
piince. So totally indeed, according to our author, was the represen- 
tative ofthe house of Abbas excluded from any influence in the govern- 
ment, duiing the ministry of Muezz-ud-doulah, that it was foi some 
tune in the contemplation ol that minister, to tianster the Khelauiut 
altogether, to Abhl llussun Mahomnied the son of 1 aheya theZeidiaii ; 
from an opinion, which he appeared to have embraced, of the superior 
claims of the decendants of 7\lly : but from the execution of this design 
he was dissuaded by his Fezzeir Abi\ Jautfer Mahomnied the Zem- 
meirian, who proved to him, by the most convincing arguments, that 
such a change in the succession would be inevitably followed by the 
subversion of his own power. 

Such being the absolute nullity to whicli his power was reduced, 
itis perhaps not extraordinary that, during the comparatively protracted 
reign of Mhteia, the only circumstance whicii our author has conceived 
worthy of record, is the restoration, in three hundred and thirty pin. ,f 
ofthe hidjer-ul-asswad, by the Keraumitah , who having brought it 
to the city of Khfah; and fastened it to one of the pillars of the prin- 
cipal mosque at that place, there left it, with the inform ition, that it was 
by command they had taken it away, and by command they now 
Deo 9ubiuiS!iuS| vel-subuntleao. t A. D, doO, 
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restored it. The venerated marble was soon nftei wards conveyed by the A H. 359. 
faithful Mahommedans to Mekkah, and there fixed m its proper place. ^ ^ 

And it IS inorco\ er added, on the autlionty of anotlier work,'’’ that, Kholaussut- 
althoiwh in conveviny it to the country ol their abode, the Keraumitah 
disabled fortv camels in the undertaking, the single camel which ivas 
employed on this occasion by thcMosslems, to carry it back toMekkah, 
throve to an extraordin iry degree under the sacred burden. 

It \m 11 be seen in a subsequent page of this woik, that Muezz-ud- 
donlah d} iiigin the 00111150 ol three hundicd and fifty six, he was suc- 
ceeded as Ameir-ul-uinra, by his son and successor, Ezz-ud-doulah 
Bukhtiaur \\ hielf does not how e\ crappeai to luueproducedanychange 
in the destiny ol the Khelaiifut Be this as it may, on the thirteenth 
of the mouth olZilkiudah, of the ',011 throe hundred and sixty three,‘|' 
the shadow of authority which rcuiiiiu'd to him, w’as abdicated by 
INIutcia, 111 consequence of a stroke ol the palsv, in favor ol his son 
x\bdul Keieim. He sunned lus abdication about twm months. 

The reign of this prince npjiears to have occupied a period of twenty 
enrht so/ar,ov twenty nine /ttnai years, and five or six months, and 
contempoiary w'lth him were Nuh or Nouh and his son Abdulm^lek, 
tlie Samanides, monarchs of Bokhara . and Emmaud-ud-doulah, his 
brothers, and nephew Lzzed-ud-doulah the sou of Rokken-ud-doulali 
the De^lelnltos 

H L Taei A Ella n: 5 ^ Abu Bukker Abdul Kereim, the son of iMuteia, 
tw cnty-lourth Khalit of the house of Abbas. 

The tlirone of the Khalil's having been abdicated by his father, in „ m 

, ULTAErAUr.* 

the manner just related, the military clucfs, and principal inhabitants lah, XXlVtb 

ol the metropolis appeal to have submitted without debate to the au- Kbakf. 
thority of Abdul Kereim, under the title of U 1 T^ieia Ullah : but the 
dissensions which broke out at the very commencement of his reign, 
betw een Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur the Ameir-ul-iimra, and the Turk- 
ish mercenaries, affoided hut a tearful prospect of the advantages of 
royalt3\ In the mean time, Ezz-ud-doulah withdrawing with precipi- 
tation tow'ards Waussit, in order to solicit the aid of his couzin Ezzed- 
ud-doulah, the Khalif was compelled to accompany the Turks in their 

* The Tankh gflzeidah, t Third of September, A. D. 87-i, J Deo subauttco?, 
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pursuit of him to the walls of that city ; before u Inch several confficts- 
now took place, terminating foi the most part to the disadvantage and 
defeat of Bukhtiaur 

But Ezzed-ud-doulah advancing into Arabian IrAk in the course of 
the succeeding 3 ^ear, to theVehefof his kinsman, and the Turks %ing 
towards Baghdad, on his arrival near Waussit, they weie immediately 
pursued, in their turn, by the two couzins now united. Baghdad w^as 
soon afterwards again subjugated to the power of the Dcvleinites. U1 
Taeia received, liow^ever,from the conquerors every mark of veneration 
and respect, andEz/ed ud-doulah, having re-established his kinsman 
in the dignit}^ of Am^ir-ul-hmia, returned in tiiumph into Farss. 

Fiom a misunderstanding w Inch had, how'ever. arisen with his rela- 
,tive, Ezzed-ud-doulahin threehundiedandsixt}^ six, re-appeared before 
Baghdvid at the head of ins troops; and having succeeded after a tedious 
and obstinate course of hostilities, in dispossessingEzz-ud-doulah^of 
thecity, compelled him in the following year, three bundled and sixty 
seven, to letire into S .na. Xn that province Ezz-ud-doulah unfortu- 
nately contrived to raise a body of troops, wuth wdiich he hastened once 
more towards Baghd^td ; and his kinsman advanced to give him battle. 
He was defeated and taken pnsoner in the neighbourhood ofTekreit, 

• and immediately put to death. Ezzed-ud-doulah survived this period 
about tivej^ears — to the year three hundred and seventy-two , wdien he 
died, and was succeeded in all liis pow’ers and possessions bj'' hissoiij^ 
With the title of Sumsaum-ud-doulah. 

At the hazard of being taxed with equal credulity, w'e aie here com- 
pelled to mention from our author, as a circumstance wdiich hepiofes- 
ses torelateonthe concuinng testiinoityot historians, that in the couise 
ol the year three hundred andseventy-lour,*a piodigious animal.in size 
surpassing an elephant, and of the feathered race according to soiiie 
w riters, w as observed to emerge from the sea of Omman , and taking its 
station on the summit of an adjoining tumulus, to utter m distinct 
and excellent Arabic, the wmrds “,Kuddi-Kurreba,” three different 
times, directing its voice, and looking eastwaids This w^as repeated 
for three days successivety, after wdiich it totallj'^ disappeared. The 

*Xh<ise two names are soeasi’y conlouudcd, thar it nia'- be necessary to remark, thattbe 
former signifies the arm, and the latter of the slatij, 

t A. D, a84t-Ot 
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c^pics'-ions mav bcallrGfcdtosignir}’^ eitlior, “ the separation, 6t the re- 
“surrection, is athancl.” Bui ot w hat natiue the animal, or what stiange 
event It might hcconslruecl to prognosticate is not exactly explained 
On the authority ortheTarikliguzeidah, however, it may be added that 
during the same year, the province ot llcjaiiz, including thetwo sacred 
cities, as rested by the Issmauilians from the dominion of the 
house of Abbas 

Through some malignant motne, cither of icalonsy or ambition, ah 
arin\ \\as conducted in the course of three hundred and seventy-six,* 
b> Sluirf-ud-donlah, to the attack ot his brother Sumsaum-ud-doulah, 
at Baghdad, and the latter imprudently relying on the influence of 
fraternal aflection, and repairing to the camp ot his aggressor, found 
in imprisonment ample oeeasion to regret his imbecility. On his 
entrance into Baelidad shortly atteruards, Sinn f-nd-doulah evinced, 
ho^\e\cr, for U1 '1 a( la e\cr} outward proof ot respect, and suffered 
him as before to retain the trappings ot imperial splendor. 

On the death of Sliurf-iid-doul ih in the three hundred and seventy- 
ninth of the llidierah,* he was succeeded in the dignity of Ameir-ul- 
umra, b} his brother Abil Nasser Feyroz Khossrou, who received 
the title of Beha-ud-doulah. The year followmig, the avarice of thife 
man being attracted liy the rich effects, of wdiich the representative 
of the house of Abbas was 3 et allowed to retain possession, he 
solicited one day, on some pretext or other, permission to visit the 
palace of the Khelaufut . where having seated himself, accordino* to 
custom, in a chair of state, in the presence of U1 Taeia, and several 
of the Deylemite commanders pressing forw^ards at the same time, the 
Khalif, on the supposition that it was for the purpose of kissing Ins 
hands, very graciously extended them tow'aids the intrudei-s The 
Deylemites in nrediatch seied him by the arms, and forcing him from 
his throne, conveyed the w'retched monarch to another apartment : 
w hile Behk-ud-donlah employed the opportunity to appropriate Ins 
treasure and valuables At the same time messengers w’ere dispatched 
to invite Ahmed the son of Ishauk, the grandson of Muktedder, noiV 
residing at Tenjah, or Mekkah sometimes so denominated, to take, 
possession of the throne ot his nephew'. 

» A .D,i.83-7. tA D.C80. 
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A. H. 381 . Ul Taelais said fo have occupied the throne- of the'Khalifs for n, 
^ ^ peiiod of seventeen years, nine months and some days, by whicli 
uVidthbaur' conclude that his degradation took place from the four- 

teenth to the twentieth of Shabaun,^ of the year three hundred and 
eighty-one. It is however added, that he suivived Ins humiliation 
for a number of years, was admitted to a considerable degree of friend- 
ship, and to the society of his successor, and died attei all at the 
mature age of sixty-nine. 

Ul Kader B’iLLAH,f Abiil Abbas Ahmed the son of Ishauk, 
son of Muktedder, twentv-fifth Khalif of the house uf Abbas. 


Ul Kadeii B’il- 
LAH.XXVtliKlia- 
lif of the bouse of 
Abbas, 


With the common failing of contracted minds, a predilection for 
the maivellous, our annalist usheis m his very concise account of the 
long reign of Ul Kader, with the following circumstances , which he 
proceeds to communicate on the authority of Heybut Ullah, the 
secretary of Muhuzzeb-ud-doiilah the De} lemite. 


Towards the close of the preceding reign, apprehensive that Ul 
Taeia was meditating some designs hostile to his person, the grand- 
son of Muktedder fled -for piotection to Mijhuzzeb-ud-doulah, who 


kept his court at that period at Tenjah but whethei this has any- 
allusion to Mekkah, as recently advanced, must still remain in some 
degree of unceitaint^L Be this, however, as it ma^’’, Heybut Ullah 
the secretary already mentioned, repairing one day to the abode of 
the imperial fugitive, found him involved m deep reflection, and pro- 
ceeded to demand the reason. Ahmed informed him, withoutreserve? 


' that the night before he had been visited, by ndiat he conceived to be 
a veiy singular dream, which he then described. The cit}’’ he ima- 
gined to be surrounded by a vast and sudden inundation; and 
while the inhabitants were busily employed in laying a bridge to efieet 
their escape from it, and he was contemplating with astonishment the 
prodigious expanse of waters which extended on all sides of him, he" 
thought he perceived, at the opposite extremity of the bridge, a per- 
' son, who called to him to know, if he was desirous of being conveyed 
sateoverthistremendous inundation. Havmgreadjly replied in the affir- 
mative, he thought the stranger stretched out his hand, and drew him m 
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directed tlie Kbotbahto be thence fonvard pronouneed in the name- 
of U1 K^dei . 

In three hundred and ninety-nine, * the province of Syria wasreco- 
veied from Hakem the son of Azziz the Issmauilian, by the Benni 
Kulaub ; and about the same period Beh^i-ud-doulah, and the princi- 
pal inhabitants of Mossule were invited by the prince of Egypt of 
that race, to acknowledge the descendants of Fatima, as rightful. heirs 
to the Khelaufut. The letters and presents which were transmitted 
on the occasion being, however, rejected through the zeal and influ- 
ence of Kauzy Abb Jautfer, and conveyed by him to U1 K^der, they 
were publicly burnt, before the gates ofthe Khalif s palace at Baghdad : 
and the Kauzy, whose exertions had been so seasonably and success- 
fully employed to retain the nobles of Mossule m their allegiance, was 
rewarded, m a double proportion to the value of the presents received 
from the Fatimite. 

In the latter Jummaudy ofthe year four hundred and three,f on the 
death of his father BehJi-ud-doulah, the dignity of Ameir-ul-hmra 
devolved to Sultin-ud-doulah, with whom it continued to the/year 
Tour hundred and eleven , when the arms of his brother Miishurref- 
ud-doulah pi evading, the government of Baghdad was transferied to 
that prince. 

Having nominated his son Abdullah to succeed him in the empire 
with the title of U1 K&eim BhmmerUllah, so far back as the year four 
hundred and sixteen, the Khalff ul Kader reposed himself in the arms 
of death, in the last month of the four hundred and twenty-second of 
the Hidjerah at the veiy advanced age of eighty-six, and after a 
protracted reign of one and forty years.. , 

Ul K^der has acquired with historians tlie character of a temperate, 
just, and pious prince, eminent foi his many amiable and laudable 
qualities ; for which, as some compensation even in this life, an Al- 
mighty providence blessed him with a long, and prosperous reign. 

We cannot here omit the circumstance, that it was at the court of 
Ul Kader that the prince of Persian bards, the celebrated Ferdoussy, 
sought an asylum against the vengeance of Mahmhd Sebektekein* 
In the lettei which that formidable conqueror wrote on the occasion, 
he IS stated to have threatened, that if the object of his wrath was 
« A. D. 1008, , tUetember, 1012. 4 December, 1031, 



nr^l (It'll vorcO up.tlioprnMd palaces ol Baq;li<l.‘ul should ho tram pled to dust 
under tiu' hoolsol hist'h'phnnls ; lo which the Khald rotuniod no otiici 
reph than a laconic rcferonce to the fate of Ahr.‘diah-ul-ashrcin, and 
tlic As'^-iiauh-ul-feil,^ \\ ell Know n in Vrahian story, and this was 
su]ieiserihcd on the hack of Mahmud’s aim;ry epistle 

CoiUt'iuporarv with I I Kader were, as w c ha\ e hricfl}' shewn, Si'il- 
tnnMahmhd aho\ enientioned, and his^ton M I'lssaotid, of Ghc/Uiin, or 
Gho7ni Deha-ud-floulah and Si’dlauii-ud-douKih the Dcylcinites , 
and the princes Nouh, or Nuh, lln' son of Munsur, ami Munsnr and 
AhdnhneleK the sons of Xoiili of Bokhara The powei of the iiousc 
of Saman hoemne llowe^er ('Minmnshed. in the cailv part of tins 
reitrn. in the death of Issniad tlu' son of Nouh, entitled Mnntesser, 
who w as assassinated in the former Rehlvia of the ^ ear three hun- 
dred and nlnet^ -fne, ns will he noticed hereafler in its proper place, 
b\ one of the agents of %^ultan Mnhmhd 

Ul Katim BTwMFn I’l i aii,* Abu JaiifTer Abdullah, the son of 
Ul Kadei. twenty-sixth Kh.dil ot the Inuisc olWhhas 

ImmediatclN on the death of his lather the alle>Tianee of the people 
ofBactlidad was renewed with duo solemnity to Ul Kaeim. But the 
pow cr of the Khelaufut hciiifi; h> this time reduced to little better 
than the name, thesuhstance is to he sought for in the transactions of 
those ministers, who, under the title of Ameir-ul-hmra, or whatever 
other appellation, successnely usurped the entire authority of the 
st.itc. 

Jullaul-ud-doiilah dving in Shahaun, of the year four hundred and 
thiitv-five, Ills nephew Ain't Kahntar Mer/ebaun, quitted Shiraiiz, 
the metropolis ot the raccof Buvah , and proceeding to Baghdad, was 
invested, on his arrival in tliat city, in the conise of the year iollow'- 
ing, Avith the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, which he retained to the 
period ot his death in four hundred and forty, being then succeeded 
by Ills son Ul IMelek-ur-ralieirn Khossrou Feyrouz 

Unhappily, some dissension arising between the Reiss-ur-ronssa, 
the vezzeir ot Ul Kaeiin, and Bessaussery, wdio' held a distinguished 
rank among the Deyleniites, the latter chiet, an the course of four 
hundred and forty-seven, AVithdiew from Baghdad , and proceeding 

• Sec the mcidcnt described in Sale’s Korin, vol 11 p 5i.o, m tlie note, 
t Dei mandato locum teaeus. 
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to commit' every species of depredation tlirongbout {he country, di^s- 
patched to demand the assistance of Mhstanser the Fatimite, at this' 
period prince of Egypt. The demand was readily complied with, 
and the wretched metropolis of the house of Abbas became again the 
scene of tumultuous rage and disturbance ; to that degree, that it was 
found necessary to fortify with a ditch and rampart the gieat mosque 
of Fakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite, situated in the western quarter 
of Baghd^ld , m order to protect the people, while at their devotions, 
against the violence of the licentious depredators, by whom the place 
was so cruell}’’ infested. 

Such was the state of Baghdad, when it attracted the attention of 
Toghrel^eg, of the race of Seljuk, who had about this crisis estab- 
lished his authority in Khorassaun, and Persian Irkk , and to whom an" 
alleged^ invitation from U1 Kaeim to relieve him and his people from 
the effect of these convulsions, afforded a favorable pretext for extend- 
ing his conquests westwaids. He accordingl}^ appeared before Bagh- 
dad, and encamped m irresistible force before the gate of Shamraaus- 
siah, on Monday the twenty-fifth of Rarnzaun, of the year four hun- 
dred and forty-seven.-j* 

The month however had closed, when some dispute occurring be- 
tween the town’s people and the troops of Toghrel, with respect to some 
business in the market , and the inhabitants proceeding to assail the 
soldiery with stones, it soon increased into a serious affray, m which 
many were killed on both sides ; and it ended m a general pillage ot the 
place by the Seljiikians. In the mean time, ascnbmg'the tumult to 
some contrivance on the part of Melkhr-raheim, Toghrel Beg sent to 
intimate to U1 Kaeim, that if he weie truly unconcerned in promoting 
the sedition, that minister would immediately repair to him. As it 
Was thought prudent to comply nitb the intimation, the unfortunate 
minister no sooner entered the camp of the Seljukian, than his person, 
was seized; and he was condemned to pass the remainder of Ins days m 
a prison. 

In the course of the succeeding year, Toghrel Beg became master of 
hlossule, and the adjoining territory, which had been seized by the 
rebel Bessaussery ; but being unexpectedly summoned into Persian 
Irak in the year four hundred and fifty, to quell the revolt of hm- 
Tarikb gfizeiclob. f Sei enteentb of December, 1055, 
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nmlornnl brother Tbrnuhim KiallI,^vho had taken po=!Brqston of ifam- A,. TT 450. 

ad.uin, To' 4 ;br( 1 wa*' Cf ii'? rained to draw Ins troops to the eastward, ^ ^ 

in the midst of hl^ triuiuphs ; and Bessaiisserv takiii" adv. intake of 

, , 1 . % , ul-aklib.\ur» 

Ins absi'iico, hasiciud to Ibielidail. and there iinpiisoinng the peison 

of 11 Kadin. in Zilkandah of tlu'sani' year, proceeded to pronounce 

the Kliotbahin the name ot Mustnisi^r, the l-atiniitc Khalit ol Kjjypt 

alread\ allndod to. 

As s an, ho\\e\er. as Toghrcl Beg had extinguished the ill-timed . 
and ill-ad\ised rebellion ol Ins brother, he rcbumed his designs upon 
Mtblein Iiak, and pul Ins tioops again in inarch IbfRaghdad which 
M as abui ioiied at Ins approach by the usurper Bcssatissery. The 
Khalit 1_1 K.'icim ^ab now enlarged from his confinement, and pro- 
ceeded to meet the Seljukian monarch , who dismounting at Ins 
appearance, k ssed the ground before him, and continued walking by 
the side oilns horse, until united to remount by the title of RohLai-' 
vf-douhih. The two princes re-entered BagluKid together on this 
occasion, in the latter part of Zilkandali ofthc^ear four hundred and 
fill) -one.*' Bessausscry was immediately pursued to the neighbor- 
hood of Kufali, where he was overtaken before the conclusion of the 
jear, and falling into the hands of the Sultan's advanced guard, his 
head was struck olT without much ceremony, and transmitted to that 
monarch ; who is said to ha\ c lamented this anticipation of his justice, 
since It deprned him of the opportunity which he had m contempla- 
tion, oirciinmug good for ciil 

The person whose fate we have just recorded, and wdiose spirited 
exertions, in spite of repeated discomfiture, to resisttliearms ofToghrel 
Bog, ha\e been detailed at considerable length by several respect- 
able authorities, was originally the slave of Beh5-ud-doulah the 
L)eylemite, and in early life boie the name of Arslan — the hon. He 
also bore indiscriminately the names of AbGI Hireth, and Bessaus- 
seiy , the latter from the place ot his nativity near Shirauz, of wdiich 
city he held the government lor some time, under the authority of ' 

Ins mastci . 

Tranquillity being at last thoroughly established,' Ul Kaeim deter- 
mined, b^ a double connubial tie, to complete'his alliance' Wo th Togh- 
* December, 105o t TankhgGzeiclah,^,. ,,r k - 
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A.H. 45t. rel -Beg.; and for this purpose he f?estawed upon that monarch big 

— daughter, the princess Seydah Khatiin, taking to himself Arslan 

daughter of Tchegher Beg, the sister of the celebiated 
Alep Arslan, and niece of Toghrel. The year following he declared 
Ins son Abdullah successoi to the throne of the Khalifs by the title 
of-Mhkteddy B’lllah^ 

The month of Ramzaun of the year four hnndred and fifty-five^ was 
’ distinguished by the death of Toghrel Beg, who expired at Rai, whi- 
ther, at the age of seventy, he had proceeded to consummate his union 
with the daugbterof U1 Kaeim. He ivas succeeded in his extensive 
dommionsbyAlep Arslan Mahommed Ins nephew, the sonof Tciiegh- 
er Beg, already mentioned. Eitkein Sulimauny was immediately 
dispatched by that pnnce to assume the government of Baghdad , and 
with him it continued to the year four bundled and sixty-four, f when 
it was confeired upon Saud-ud-doulah Gouber Eyne ;* who had 
recently distinguished himself by the capture of an emperor of Con- 
stantinople, vanquished in a great battle by the renowned Alep 
Arslan ; as will be hereafter noticed. 

That fearless monarch was, however, assassinated in the very year 
following, on Ins march towaids Transoxiana, by Yfissuf Kotwaul, 
the governor of a petty fortress on the banks of the Jeyhun ; whom 
he had condemned to die, for what he conceived to have been a lash 
and unwarrantable defence of his post. Alep Arslan was succeeded 
by his son Melek Shah, the most accomplished and illustrious of the 
race ofSeljuk. 

About two years subsequent to that period, namely, in the middle 
of Shabaun,of the four hundred and sixt^^-seventh of the Hidjercih,J 
died the Khaleifah U1 Kheira, at the age of seventv-six years, three 
months, and five days; and after having exercised the precarious tunc- 
tirns of his station, now almost totally spiritualized, for the long 
Interval of forty-four lunar years, eight months, and two days ; which 
added to the period of Ips, father’s reign, is observed to have nearly 
equaled the entire duration of the power of the house of Ommeyali. 

U1 Kaeim is considered to havn^ been a letiuied, prudent, and elo* 
jQ^uent prince, of 'distinguished virtue and liberalit}'^ of spirit. 

• September, A. D. 1063. i A. D. 1071. X April, A. D. 4075, 
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His contcmpofanes were, in Glie^ni/Jtliis mid, Mntiommcd, and a. H 407. 
AbcUirrcslnd tlie sons of Sbltan INIuhnnkl GhJizi, Moudud, Ally, and A.P 1075. 
Ibraulnm, the sons of Mussaoud, and another hlbssaoud the son of Tankh 
hloudvid ‘ in the two countries of Ir.Mc and Parss, .lulbuil-ud-doulah, 
Pminaud-ud-dcin Ullah,ahd I\Iclk-ur-raheim the Deylemitcs, whose 
pow'cr was now' extinguished, and lattoily in all these countries, 

.Ghezm excepted, Toghrel Beg, succeeded by Alep Arslan, and his 
son Mclek Shall, of the race of Scl|uk. 

Ul Muktcddy B’rLLAii,* Abul Kaussem Abdullah the son of 
Ul Kaciin, tw entv-seventh Khalil of the house of Abbas. 

"While some historians are agreed in considering this prince as im- Kliolaussuf- 

mediatLly the son ofUl Kaeini. tluro ar^ others who state that he was al-aklibaur. 

the grandson only ol the deceased monarch, by one of his children 

vlio bore the name oi Z' kbi n-nd-di in Be this how ever as it may, ul Mokted- 

thc nobles and piiiicip d inhabit iiit'^of Baghdad lenew cd, without scru- dy B’illah, 

pic, th' allegiance alrcad\ pb dged during the life ol his predecessor, 

, . ' . . ‘ . 'i ."'m . , . . . ' , *” of too bouse 

and quKtly submitteo to the arthoiity ot aiuktedJy* tliat authority of Abaas, 

which was now more than e\oi confined within the loltv enclosuies 

of the palace 01 Baghdad, and be) ond w Inch, w ith a tew’ slight andtran- 

sicnt exceptions, it was never again sutfered to extend any suOstantial 

influence, or contioul. 

During the year four hundred and seventv-nine,-]' the tw'elfth of 
hlCikteddy, the city ot Baghdad recened a peaceful visit troin Sul- 
t.iu Melek Shah, the glorN of the lace of Scljuk ; w hose depoitmeut 
towards the illustrious representative of the house ot Abbas, is des- 
cribed to have evinced the utmost respect and leveience. In tlie^ 
month ot SutTur of the year following ^ that monaich returned to his 
capital of Islahaun , from w hence his daughter, wdio bad been already 
betrothed to iSlukteddv, W'as by bis directions conducted to Baghdad, 
in a style of unparalleled splendor. The piincess wms leceived on her 
arrival with extraoidmary rejoicings , and she entered the metropolis 
accompanied by the w hole court of her imperial consort, amidst an 
illumination w Inch eclipsed the stars, and sctthefiimament in a blaze. 

This w'as tollow'ed, the next da)', by an enteitainment of unexampled 
costand magnificence ; of the expenditure of w'hich m other articles, 
some estimate may be formed, when it is said, m that of sugar only, to 
^ Dei yratu assccutus. + A. D. I 08 G. J Maj, 1087 . 
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- J\..H.!* 480 . Tmve amounted, to forty tirotisf^nd munns or maunds ; and this, calcu. 

elated, at a (^uaitor of'a,h,unplr?d, weight per.maund, will exhibit the^ 

Kholaussut- j^oderatfe! total of five hundred'tons.' , 
ul-akbbaur. 

1 .Under some circumstances of displeasure with her imperial spouse» 
the 'daughter of Melek Shah thought fit, , notwithstanding, to return, 
in the course of four hundred, and eighty-one, -to the co,urt and protec- 
.tion^fiher father, where she died shortly afterwards. 

In the 3 ^ear four hundred and eight^^-four Melek Shah again visited 
iBag.hd^d;, and the^’-ear following, this illustrious monarch, having been 
seized with a fit of illness on a hunting part}-^ in the neighborhood of 
- 'that cit 3 '', expired in the month of Shavaul,*just eighteen days after the 
execution of his admired, and faithful minister Niz^m-ul-mfilk. Of 
Melek Shah we sh^ll however have occasion to relate some further 
particulais, when, we come to treat more immediately of this branch 
oftherace of Seljbk 

And, in the month of Mohurmn, of the year four hundred and 
'Gighty-seven,i* the Khalif Mukteddy also finished his eartblj^ career 
at the age of thirty nine; having supported the pngeantrj^of the Khe- 
laufut for a peliod of nineteen lunar 3 'ears, and four or five monthsc 
.Contemporar}^ with this prince were, as above recited, Sultan Melek 
Shah, and latterly his son Sultan Berguiaruk, of the race of Seljuk, 
in Persia and Transoxiana , and in Ghczni, Ibrauhim Shah the son 
of MussSoud, It may also be of impoitance to observe that, accoi- 
-ding to the Tarikli gfizeidah, it was during the Khelaufut of jMiik- 
teddy, about the year four hundred and eighty-three, + that Hussun - 
Sabah the first Shaikh-ul-jebbel, or old man of the mountain, in the 
fortiess of A1 Mowut, or castle of the eagles, in the neighborhood 
of Kazvein, (the foundation of which is ascribed to Hussun the Zei- 
dite in the time of Mutewukkel) proclaimed the doctrines ofthelss- 
niauilians, or Bowatinists , winch continued to be disseminated fiom 
thence by that Fanatic and his successors, until their impregnable 
retreatwas finally sunendered to Hollakii, in the sixhundred and fifty- 
fourth of the Hidjerah. 

‘ Ul Mustezhir or MusTEZEHiRB’inLAH,§ Abul Abbas Ahmed 

Vl Mustez- Bie son of IMukteddy, twenty-eiglith Khalif of the bouse ot Abbas. 

XXV^ItbKha^ With the immediate concurrence of Sultan Berguiaruk the son of 

Hf, Melek Shah, then on the spot at Baghdad, the throne of the Khalifs 

» Norember, 1002 . f January, 1094, ^A.D. 1000. § Dei graUa defensus. 



nscpntlcd on the dcmi'^c of Ins father, by Ahmed the sonofjSIuk- A. H. 407. 
teddy, under the title of Mustezhir B’lllah. _ 

Sultan Berfruiaruk ih mo; in the latter Ilebbeia of the 3 'ear four hun- K^iolnussui- 

, , ul-akhbaur. 

drod and ninctv-eight,'^' the Khotbah was pronounced in the same 
metropolis, in the iiaiiie of his son Melck Shah the second but Sultan 
iNlahoninied, the brother of the deceased monarch, arrnnng at Baghdad 
in the course of the succeeding month of Juinmaudy, a treaty was 
concluded between him and his nephew^ by which it was agreed that 
the two princes should be equally associated in the royalties of the 
Kliotbali. The supreme authority w as liow'cvcr entirely absorbed 
in the stronger power of the uncle, with wdiom it continued to the 
> ear fn e hundred and elc\ en.j- w hen he died, Ic.aving liis throne to Ins 
'^on Mahmud , w ho w as liow'cver soon destined to Yield the precedence 
to his uncle Sultan Suniur, another of the sons of Melek Shah, who 


assumed the so^c^elgn authority , lea\iiigto liis nephew, the goverii- 
nieiit oiih of Persian Inik 


Mustczhir is said to have enjoyed the unsubstantial glories of the 
Khelauiut, for a period of five and tw'cnty years and a fraction ; hie 
death may therefoiehe assigned to the month of Mohuiiim of the year 
fi\e hundred and twelve, :J: when he had attained to the forty-second 
5 ear of his age. The judguient of posterity has conferred upon this 
Khalif the charaeterot a just and equitable prince, in the transactions 
of his rrovernmeiit, of considerable genius in poetiy, and of eminent 
skill in penmanship 

To this Ikhalil has, by other winters, been asciibed the construction Tankh 
of the eastern rampart, or citv, of Baghdad, w Inch he caused to be for- o^^eidah. 
tilled wuth turreted "ates and ditches In Stevens’ history of Persia, 

W'e find It stated that the foimer city, which stood on the opposite 
bank ot the Tigris in Mesopotamia, being ruined by the over-flowing 
ot the river, Ul Mustezhir, or IMostecer as he calls him, removed it 
to the other side, wdiere it now remains. Here then wm discover the 


occasion on wdiich this celebiated metropolis was transferred from its 
original site, on the w'esternbank of the Tigris, to the eastern or left 
bank of that liver, on the Persian side. 


* Dei ember, H04. 
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In other respect*?, to the consummate prudence of MAstezhir it is' 
attributed, that during the whole of his reign, not a single insurrection 
occurred to disturb the tianquillity of his government. Contempor- 
ary with him were, as already noticed, SAItan BerguiAruk, Sultan 
Melek Shah the second, SAltan Mahommed, SAItan Mahmud, and 
SAltan Sunjur, of the race of SeljAk ; KAtb-ud-dem Mahommed 
prince of Khaurezm ; and m Ghezni, Ibrauhim the son of Mussaoud, 
another MAssAoud the son, and Arslan Shah the grandson, of Ibrau- 
him. Hussun orHassan Sabah, continued to disseminate from A1 
Mowut the doctrines of the Bouautinah, and to extend his usurpation 
through the mountains of RAdbaur. 

Ul Musterskix), or Musterre^htd B’illah,* AbA MunsAr 
Fazzel, the son of MAstezhir, twenty-ninth Khalif of the house of 
Abbas. 

The inhabitants of Baghdad, of every rank and description, unit- 
ing on the death of MAstezhir to acknowledge the claims of his son 
Fazzel, that prince was immediately mv^ested with the dignity of the 
Rhelaufut, undei the title of Ul MAstersIiid BhlJah ; and among the 
few latter sovereigns of the house of Abbas, who, in the decline of 
its power, displayed some portion of zeal to revive the expiring lus- 
tre of the Khelaufut, MAstershid appears to claim a distinguished 
pre-eminence. 

Soon after his accession, he found himself however involved in a 
contest-with his brother AbAl Hussun, who absconded from Baghdad ; 
and continuing his flight to PlelJah, and from thence to \7aussit, 
there asserted his claims to the Khelaufut, and invited the people 
to submit to his authoiity. But the governor of Hellali, Weiss or 
WeySs the son ot Sedkah, leading an army to that quarter by diiection 
of MAstershid, the ambitious prince perceived the inadequacy of his 
power to sustain a conflict, and sought for safety in the solitude of 
the desert. He fell however ultimately into the hands of those who 
wherein search of him, and was conveyed to the presence of Mfisttr- 
shid ; who signalized his triumph on the occasion, by humanely spar- 
ing the life of his misguided brother. 

The genius of discord having produced amisunderstanding between 
the Khalif, and the chiefof whose Services he had availed himself oij 

* Dei gratia rectus. 
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this occasion, it IcrminatPcl in the course of the year five hundred and A, H. 517. 

scicntccn, in open hostility. In a desperate battle which took place A. D n23. 

between the parlies, the issue was favorable to the standard of Mus- 

, , , , , , Atr 1 ul-aklibaur. 

tershid, whoieturned in triumph to his metropolis , Avhile Weiss the 

\anqiiished rebel withdicw’ to the court of Sultan Toghrel the Selju- 
kian ; w horn, about tw o years subsequent to his defeat, that is in the 
fiNe hundicdand niiicleciith of the Hidierah, he pieiailed upon to 
undertake the reduction of n.ighd.*ld. The Khalif,how'ever, resolutely 
prciiarcd to repel the dan 5 :cr, and assembling his troops, pioceedcd at 
their head to oppose the iinadcrs. Receding intelligence of the 
departure of Mustersliul from his capital, his aggressors conceived it 
expedient to separate their force , Sultan Toghrcl directing his march 
immediateh for Daghdwd, w hile the rebellious ATeiss sought to oppose 
himself to the person of his sovcieign. It happened, providcntiallv at 
this crisis, that Sultan Togrcl should cxpeiience a severe attack of 
fe\ci and ague, and such heavy and incessant rains came on, as to 
render the march of the Seljukiaiis totally impracticable. At the 
same period, ^yclss was endeavoring by a forced march under cover 
oi the night, to surprise the camp of Mustersliul but losing his w'ay^ 
he coiitiiuu'd to wander about at thehead of his troops until da}' light ; 

hen exhausted with fatigue and exertion, he w'as compelled to 
encamp on the first plain that presented itself. To complete the 
chain ot circumstances, w Inch fortuitously concurred to liberate AIu-:- 
tersbid, fiom the danger wdnch thus menaced bun on all sides, that 
monarcJi, w lio had been abandoned by the greater part ot liis army on 
information that Sultan Togliiel was pushing for Ba ghdd, chanced 
to arrive w ith a few' followers, on the veiy spot w'here the division of 
"Weiss lay encamped, overwhelmed in sleep and w'eariness. The 
astonished rebel awoke to the mortification of being a suppliant for 
life, at the mercy of his offended sovereign, wdiogave, on this occasion, 
a further proof of bis clement spirit bv pardoning the traitor, and suf- 
fering him to rejoin the troops ot Sultan Toghrel , w'hom he accoiti- 
pamed on liis retreat to llamadaun. 

Sultan Mahmfid the son of Mahommed, and grandson of Melek 
Shah the fiist, dying m the month of Shavaul oftheyeai five hundred 
and twenty five, the Khotbah was recited at Baghdd, eaily in' the 
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A. H ooiirse of the year en'iuino:, in the name'ofhis surviving brother Sultan 

A. Musscloud. But some of the pi'incipal officers of that monarch with- 

^l^akborur' Baghdad, through fvar of then master’s displeasure, in the 

couise of five hundred and twenty nine, fatally prevailed on Mfistershid 
to strike liis name from the public invocations and prayers, and to lead 
an army to attack the dominions of the Seljukian In the neighboi- 
hood of Dainfir he was met and defeated by Sultan Mussaoud , and 
disdaining toquit the field ofbattle, fell togetherwith his Vezzeir into 
the hands of the conqu ror, who committing liis illustrious captive to 
the custody of a proper escoit, proceeded with him into A'zerh^ijaun. 

On his arrival at Meraughah the Sultan conceived the design of set- 
1 ting his captive at large, on his engaging to remithim annually, from 
the revenues of Baghdad the sum of two bundled thousand dinaurs,* 
and to abstain for the future from all hostility. But while this arrange- 
ment was, either really or pretendedly, in contemplation, one of the 
devoted enthusiastsattached to the Shaikh-ul-jebbel, found means one 
day,'thiough the negligence of his guards, to enter the Khahf’s tent, 
whom he murdered on the spot. Some wi iters, however, do nothesi-- 
tate to affirm that this nefarious tiansaction was perpetrated by the 
express and immediate direction of Mhssaoud. In the mean time 
the ‘ inhabitants of Meraughah have been' evei since stigmatized- 
•with the appellation of Khaleifah-kosh — murdeiers of the piophet’s 
successor. Such, at all events, in the month of Rudjub of the year 
five hundred and twenty-nine,'|* is represented to have been the fate of 
Mustershid, at the age of forty-three, and after a turbulent reign of 
about seventeen lunar years and six months. 

Mflstershid has acquired, as we have already premised, among his- 
torians, the character of a magnanimous prince, distinguished in 
particular for the spirit with which he endeavoured to check the 
encroachments of the race ofSeljuk. Neither has he been less eulog*- 
izedfoi hisprofoundknowledgem themysteriousieadings ofthe Koran, 
andm the traditional doctrines of the prophet, in consequence of which 
he became in a great measure the oracle of the age in which he lived. 
He surpassed moieover in the poweis of elocution, and in the lare 

» About 91,G66l. 13s, 4d atllie lowest coraputaUon, t April, A. D. 1135, 
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7T1l 1 cst unable talent of comnunucatlng a multitude of ideas within the 
compass of the lenest norcls. 

Contcinporarv w\th this Kliahf, uerc in Khorassaun and Persian 
Iiak, SultanSuniiirthc son, and iNIahmiid, Toghrcl, and Mussaoud the 
grandsons of Melek Shah , in GliCEiii, Arslan Shah, Bchram Shah, and 
Ibrauhim the son of Mussaoud , and in Khauie/m, Kutbud-dem 
J^IaUoinnled llussun Sabah died during the reign of Mdstcrshid, 
and nas succeeded in the terntones of A 1 Mowut by Buzurg Omeyd; 
of n honi liercaftcr 

Ul Hashio B’rr,T-Aii,* Abu JaufTor Munsur, the son of Mustcr- 
fehid, tliirtictli Khalil of tfie house o( Alibas. 

Intelligence oi the assa^-Miiation of Mustershid being conveyed to 
Baghdad, tlie nobibt\ and principal iiiiiaintants, on Monda}' the 
tiventy-scventh of ZGvnud di. of the year fi\e liundred and twenty- 
nine, j* proceeded to establish liis son Munsur on the thione of the 
Khahfs, to nhom the) immediately engaged their allegiance under 
the title of Ul Basliid D’lllah, 

Soon alter liis accession, an agent arrived at Baghdad, to demand 
from Rashid, on the partofSdltan MussAoiid, the trilmte alleged to 
have been agreed upon an ith his father , an agreement which he dis- 
dained however to ratify, and in conjunction a\ ith the inhabitants, he 
immediately proceeded, sword in hand, to expel from the city, all the 
officers of the house Seljuk. Under these circumstances Daoud the 
son of Mahmud, grandson of iMelck Shah, from Azcrbaijaun, and 
Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, from Mossnl, appeanng at Baghdad, the 
Khahf embraced the opportunity of substituting the name of Daoud 
in the Khotbah, or peroration of the Khateibs, in the room of that of 
Mussaoud, which was discontinued without further ceremony. 

This act of undisguised defiance drew upon Ul Rashid, shortly 
afterwards, the Acngcance of Sultan Islussaoud, who now' appeared 
betore the w'alls of Baghdad at the head of a formidable army , but the 
inhabitants uniting m a resolute defence of the town, the Sultan after 
a siege ot fifty days, drew- off towards Neherw'aun and the Khahf 
availing himself of the opportunity, hastened tow'ards Mossul, in com- 
pany with Eramaud-ud-dein. From thence, at a subsequent petiod^ 

• Dei gratia Pius, t September 7th, A. D. 1105^ 
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A. H. 630-32. he proceeded to isieraiighah/Cn a visit 'to the gra'^e 'of his father": afid 

‘-j — ; -I froni'this time continued to wander through the diffCteVi't provinces 

^eidah empire, until the month of ilamzauh, of the 3 Vear ^ve hundred 

and thiity-two when, oh the twenty-seventh of that month, in hii 
j , attempt to reduce the cit}'’ of Isfahaun, he wa^also ptitt:6'death hy 'an 
assassin before the walls of that place: 

, yi Rashid had been extruhed'froin the Rhelaufut, at the^h^plfation 
of little more than a twelve month from his accessioh’, bud at the 
period of his assassination bad ,attf^ined to the 'age hf foi'ty-'three. 
Contempoiarj'- were m Khdrahsaun, of the race Seljh'k, "Sultah Sun- 
fjur, and in Ir^ik the above mentioned Sfiltan Mussaoiid , in'Kliaurezm 
Ultesshrz ; and in A1 Mowiit the'speculations of the 'BOwautmbh, or 
Rsoterists, continued to be piopagated by Buzurg Om'Cyd. ' ' ' 

Ul Mukteffy LAmmer Ullah,*!-' A bh Abdullah Mahommed, 
the son of hlGstezliir, tliirtv fiist Khalif of thehouseof Abbas. 

Abandoned by Ul lla^lnd ini;he manner just related, Baghdad with 
, the territory dependant on it, was soon aftei wards taken ‘possession of 

U l\XuFwxr’Fi ^ ^ ^ A / f ' t 

L’immer Ul- Shltan Mussaoud , who, with the concurrehce of'the principal m- 
LAH, XXXIst habitants, proceeded to pronounce "tlie fugitive riioiiarch 'formally 
^halif, deposed, and to mauguiate his rieplieiv !Mahommed,‘the son ofMus- 

tezhir, in the dignltyot the Klielaufut,’ by ‘the title of Mukteffy-l-hn- 
mei-'Ullah. ' ’The eritiie^ authority of 'the government' was, -howeVer, 
exercised wiBi unlimited, controul by the S61tdn,‘by whom the' new 
^made Khalif was totally precluded fiom'everj'’ share 'of powCi. - And 
thus affairs continued lintil the year five lilin'dred'and'fofty ; when on 
' , the death of the Seljfikian, monarch, ""the -splenddr of 'tlie'Khelaufut- 

was for a time, in some measure lestofed ; hlnktclfy no dohger’per- 
' jnitting any of the princes of the lace of Seljfik'tohnter ^tll'e'gdtes of 

his capital. ^ , 

The year five hundred' and Fortj’^-nihe,' the eigh'teertih'of the’ Khalif 
"Mhkteiffy, will be ever memorable Tor The -bifth 'of 'theMnvincible 
Tchengueiz, or Jengueiz Kaun, which took place kt'Deylun "Yeldak, J 
"in the country ot the 1\loghuIs, accordingAo ouratithoi, on the twen- 
'^leth day of the month of Zilkaudah.§ Uis father, BCysPuka Bahautietp 

• 6th of April, 1138. t Dei mandate succedens. 

i Yuidak, according to" some manuscripts, ' ^ January' 26tb, 1156, 


m . ' ' 

^cr, jufet tlich I'feturnecl from a slicCGSsfiil GSf)eclitioh‘ agaiAst A. H. "345. 

^me of the Tartar hordes, (the Sou Moghuls, according to Mr. Petis A D 1155. 

de la Croixl in \\ Inch he' had defeated one of their principal chiefs’ 

. , , , n ul-athbaur,' 

called Teitnltchin, gave to his new born sob the name of the Van- 

quished sovereign, whiOli he retained for forty-nine years afterwards ; 
to the period, when he was solemnly inaugurated by the Kdriltai, or 
general diet of theTarlAr natioils, as their universal sovereign, under the- 
title of Jengueiz Ivaaun, or king of kings. This fearful slaughterer of 
nations is stated to have been ushered into light with a mass of con- 
gealed blood in his grasp, which has predicted to denote the dreadful 
havoc which hen as destined to occasion among his enemies : but of 
him, much more hereafter. 

In file hundred and fifty-one, the city of Baghdad was exposed to 
another siege fiomShltan Mahommed, the son of Mahmhd, of therace 
of Seljhk, by whom, at the head of a great army, it was invested in the 
course of the year. Before he could however effect his purpose im 
the reduction of the place, he was compelled to raise the siege by the 
alarming intelligence which he received, of the revolt of his brother, iii 
Persian Irak. > 

The following year T\Iukteffy, having finished a gate of exquisite 
workmanship for the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, transmitted the same 
to Mekkah , and directing the ancient one to be conveyed to Baghdad^ 

Of that formed a coffin for himself. 

He Sutvived this period about three years, dying in the five fiun*- 
dred and fift}^- fifth of the Hidjerah,*at the age of sixty-six, -and after 
a reign of four and twenty years, thiee months, and twenty-one days; 

Tilth the Character of a mild and beneficent prince, distinguished, 

Tihile he held the controul, for the justice of his government. 

Un ’Mustuxjid, or ISIustaxjer BTllah,*]' Abul .Muzuffer 
Yfisstif, the ^on of !Mukteffy, thirty-seCond Khalif of the house of 
Abbas. 

Having beOn already-Pominated to the' succession, during the life'of Mustunju;^ 
his father, the homage and submiSSion Of-the principal inhabitants oi B’illaHjXXXIJcI 
£aghdAdWas,onhiS death, imm'ediatelylransferred 'to Mhstunjid. Hur- 

‘ 1160. f l)ei -gratia audaS^,' 

g D 
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A. H. 555. Ing the illness of tlie late Kbalif, the succession had been aspired to by 
A.D. iiGO. Ally, another of thje sons of Mukteffy, who with that view was 

Kholaussut- known, m conceit withhis mother, to have been forming designs ao-ainst 
his brother. For these leasons Mustunjid was no sooner^firmly seated 
on his throne, than he conceived it expedient to secure himself against 
any further machinations from the same quarter, by lodging the as- 
piring prmce.within the walls o'f a prison. Some unfortunate females 
ofthehdi am, accomplices'll] his design, were howevei thrown into the 
Tigiis. 

Bating these instarices of unavoidable severity, the reign of Mhstunjid 
was distinguished, for its wholesome regulations to promote the ends- 
of justice, to relieve the distresses of the indigent, and to punish the 
crimes, and usurpations of vice and oppression. In one circumstance 
he may perhaps be quoted as an example for the imitation of sover- 
eignsTar more illustrious Plewas adetermined discourager of deti action 
in all its disguises. As a proof of this, it is related, that having' con- 
signed to a prison one of his subjects Mho had been found guilty of 
defaming, or peihaps informing against his neighbour, 'he M'as, at the 
expiration of a leasonable interval, applied to by one of the friends of 
the delinquent for his release, with an offer of ten thousand dinaurs* 
if he acceded to the application , to ivhiCli the Khalif observed man- 
wer, that if, on the contxar}’’, the proposer of this request would engage 
to discover another person guilty of similar defamatory piactices, so 
as to bring him to confinement, he \vould, for his part, for such a piece 
of service, promise him a rewmrd of the same sum of ten thousand 
dinaurs. 

But, wdiatever were his virtues, or his defects, Mustunj’id passed 
from this world to that wdiich is more permanent, in the five hundred 
and sixty sixth of the Hidjerah,t the fifty-sixth ot his age, and after dis- 
c aigingthe functions of the Khelaufut for eleven jmars, one month 
and a few days. 

Contemporary with this Khaleifah were, in the Persian empire, Ma- 
hommed the son of Mahmud, his uncle Shhman Shah, and his cousin * 
Arslan Shah the son of Toghrel, of the race of Seljuk , in Shirauz, th?- 

•^About 4,5831. Os. '8d. . t A. D. JlTOi 
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AutabclvS Sunjui (he "Jon of Moiulud, and his hrolhei Zciigui of the- A H 506i 
i.icc of Sulghci • in,Khaurc/in Acil Arslan and in lludhaur and A1 ^ P ^^70. 
mow ut Mahonnnedthesonof BuzurgOinc^d maintained the doctrines Kiioiaussut- 
of the Bow aulinisls It was at llic commencement ot the Khelanfut 
of Mustunjid, namely in the five hundied and fifty fifth of the llid- 
jerali, that the empire of the Gheznians, became extinct in Khossiou 
Shah, the last monarch of the lace of Sebektcggin , it Avas then trans- 
ferred to the piinccsof Ghour. 

Ur.lSlusTajxz Y, or Mustt/ /ky Bem^r AbilMahommed 

Ilussunjthe son of Islusliinjid, thirty-third Khalif of the house of 
Abbas 

On the day of Ills fathei’b dissolution, I\lhstunzy hastened to decor- 
ate Ins brows with the diadem of the •Khclaulut, and signalized his 
accession bv an extensive and liberal display of his bounty. 

Here it may be seasonable to oliseive, that some years antecedent 
to the period under consideration, namcl}', about the five hundred and 
sixty-thiid of the llidjcrah, the Fatimite Khalif of Egypt, Azzyd-ud- 
demUllah, tcnified by a formidable invasion ot the Ferrengs or Franks, 
or Western Christians, had agreed to purchase their forbearance for a 
ransom of one million of dinaurs .fw'hich some delegates from the chris- Ul Mo&tunzy, 
tiaii arm}’ had already entered Kaherah, or Cairo to receive. This was Khalifi 

bowevcracircumstancetoohumiliatingforthe digestion of the haughty 
ISlossJems , and they accordingly determined, wnth the concurrence of 
Azzyd-ud-dein, to apply for the assistance of Niir-ud-dein Mahmud 
prince of Damascus and Syria, an allyot the Abbasidcs. In compli- 
ance w'lth then application, a foice of eighty thousand cavalry w'as 
immediately dispatched by that chief to the relief of the Egyptians, 
under the command of Assud-ud-dein Sheirkouh. The Franks, rey- 
nard-like, betook themselves to a precipitate flight on the approach 
ot thisgeneral, Avho made his entrance into the metropolis of Kaherah 
in the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundied and sixty four,:|: and w'as 
immediately invested with the, dignity ofVezzeir. But as he died at 
the expiration of sixty-five days, the appointment \vas contened by the 
Fatimite, the last of this dinasty, upon Sullah-ud-dein Yfissuf the son 

' Pci splcudoie jllumiiwtus, t About 458,3331. 6s. 8d, atUieyowcst computatioa, 

; January, llOQ, 
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(5f Ayu'b, tile nejilievf' tlie 'deceased; in wh8m we to rdcd^ili^ 
tlie celebrated Saladin^ tbe warlike and distikiguighed opponent dftW 
ciusaders. 

In a very little tirti6, the nfew Vezzeir lisulped to himself the entire 
cbntronl and government of the coilntry, excluding the mmiSters df 
the Egyptian Khalif from every vestige of nuthotity ; i^hich being an- 
nounced to hiS superior the Sultah df DaraaSciis, a message was dis* 
patched by the latter to Sullah-ud-deioj rel^umng that the coih of the^ 
province shonld be sttilck, afl'dthe' Kbotbah repeated in the name of 
hlhstunzy. To this after some demur, and the message had been 
repeated, Sullah-ud-dein, by the advice of his principal officers, at last 
consented ; "and the name of hluStunz}’^ was accordingly pioclaimed m 
the Khotbah, in Mohurrim ofthe^mar five hundred andSiity seveii,^ 
while the unfortunate Azzy'd-ud-dem lay stretched on the bed of sick- 
ness. in the Course of the same week lie was suffered to expire hneon-*- 
Scious of the degradation ; and thus terminated the power oT the 
IssmailianKhalifsofEgypt, thedescendan'ts-ofAlly and Fatima, when, 
fro'inthe revoltof Abul Haussem' Mahommed, entitled Mehedy, ni 
Africa and the we^j -about the T;w6 hundred and ninet5'-sixth of the 
Hidjerah,-|' it had subsisted Tor a period of two hundred and seventy 
one lunar yeais. The province of Egypt, unless the empty compli- 
mentoftli'e Khotbah paid to the house of AbbaS, be considered some 
abatement,"rrowdeVolv‘ed infallsovereignty toSullah-ud-dein , in whose 
possession, arid that of his descendants, -it "continued long afterwards. 

Tn the erirly part of theteigdof MriStunzj^'the powers of his govern- 
ment bbcame almost' entirely Invested in Kuttiib-ud-dem Ke 3 ’^maur; 
and -when, to the honours rilrriady heaped 'upon him, had been added 
the dignity df-Affieir-hl-rinira-, that minister proceededto iritrudehim^ 
selfmto every depar'tirient'dftheSfafe,fcommunicatingTritK his sover- 
eign or dthervihse, ds seemed ‘convenient to his own'discretion. At last 
m tbe tyear 'five 'hundred andseSOifty, havingm'ade an -attempt foseiVe 
thelperson erf iZ/eheir-'Ud-dem Atfkur, Orie'Ofibe Khalifs pafticulaV 
househbld, this officer fled'fo'r pfOtCctiOn to‘'fhe -palace df Ilia master: 
■whither/after thepillage of'his hoGSe, 'and^he^de'stfuefion ofhis pro- 

* .September, ll'/l. ' ' 

* An event, ■nhich is said to have been tbretold by the prophet, in these words: ‘*At th^ 
ir^end of the third centuiy- a sun shall arise in the west,^' 



'cva 4 'fono\>rt^ l>v KuluMv*\t<.\-tUMn. nccompnnlojn^y n iivim- 
liiT oi lu‘' Villon'S. .111(1 a prodigious iniiMitmlo .isscnildod as sp(M tators. 
Uoarnni tbc ii]inT\r bt'foro Ins paiiico. Mustiiii?^ , .ilii'.ul\ aw.irc of tlic 
ooci'.nni. lui'.loiiod to one ol tin- ti'rr.vci's ; luid slim nii: Inmsolfto the 
■j(roplc', told tluMii aloud, that Ki'vnnnii li.ul \iol.il<’(l Ills dulv, ill, it 
In-' pro]ic'Tt\ \\ .(s at their disjios il, .nid Ins lilo'od ,il lliat of <ni onVinlefl 
ninstor. With their iisn.d prciini>lUu(le, the popiihice h.isienofl toiuad 
‘tlu'iiisi'li cs of the intimation, ilid profMS'di'd in a hody straii^ht to the 
liahitation of the <ihiio\ioiis mnnstor. 'I'ho latter eontrii cd. hon ever, 
to nitieip.ito tlnur irrn .d.aiid < iid< a\ orod for snnietiiiie to prei .iil upon 
tlioin to foTirot iluir mi'us of plunder, hut to little purpose. The 
uiultnudetliroiurofl so MoUmth about his doors, that findiuy the iiicans 
of osr ipo in front entircK ('Ut oil', he w as ultnii itidy roiupellod to 
ri'tire In a hriaeh in the h.u'k w.dl ot the house, and fly towards 
Mossuh;; and he perished on the u.n to that place jVs a proof ol the 
estr.av atr.uice to ulueh tins man luul carried Ins ideas ot mn'nnficcncc 
It IS luonlionetl, that in the pl.aoe to winch he retired on ncccessary 
oecasions. a cli.iin ot uold w as suspended fioni the lool to lost his hands 
upon, and a case of the same prc.cious metal, charged'W ith musk, and 
ninhcr, and the most expensive aromatics, nlwa>s stood in the same 
apartincnt, to guuid his senses against the approach of oflcnsi^c 
odours. 

In the month of Sluuaul ofthe> ear five liundred and seventy-five,*^ 
thclvhalif Mustunzv hastened, at the age of thirty nine, to the bosqin 
of lus creator’s mercy ; hai ing exercised the now unsiibst.mtial poivers 
'ot thelvhclnulut for a jicrioil of nine years and eight months. Wjth 
themame ot the sainted Jmaum liussun, he is sai,d to, liavo inherited 
'thchonevolont disposition ol that blameless pi i nee, aiuJ this is recorded 
(asn felicity to w lucluno other, KhahfbutiMustunzy w as ever peripitted 
to attain 

' Contemporaries wuthMustunzy,>vere,,m,Khoi^ssaun ^dlnlk Ajem, 
'Aislaii the son of Toghrel, and lus, son Toghrel, ot the race ot Seljuk; 
An Khaurezm, Arslan, 'Shah, , and his isons Sultan Shah, and .Tokesh 
' K.haun,amd m AlAIowmt, Hussun,or,Iiassanjtli<^^impf,Mahommed 

' - JAIwcIi/AfiJrUsa, ^ 
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Buziirg Omeyd, and his son also of the name of .Mahoramed, tb6 
Bouatinists. 

^ I I 

Ul Nausseh-ud-deik' Ullah'^ AbM Abbas Ahmed son ofM6s- 
tnnzy, thirty-fourth Khahf of the house of Abbas. 

In conformity with the will of his father, Abill Abbas Ahmed on 
the demise of Mhstunzy invested himself, without opposition, with the 
cares of government, under the title of Ul Nausser-ud-dein-Ullah ; and 
he IS said to have surpassed in thesubtiltyof his genius, the libeiality 
of his disposition, and the numerous excellenciesof his undcrstaiidino-: 
all which heapphed, v ith unremittingassiduity, to promote and secure 
the comfort and happiness of his subjects of every description. lie 
is further fepresented as the founder of a great variety of charitable 
establishments, of mosques, and lodges for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers, which he left as monuments of his public spirit; and lastly 
to have strenuously exerted the whole influence of his authoiity and 
example, to advance the prosperity of IssMm,andto abolish the coiTup- 
tions, which had in numerous instanced been introduced into the sys- 
tem of his faith. 

For a period of fourteen years, in which he was perhaps permitted 
to gratify a laudable disposition to cultivate the artsot peace, witliout 
the interference' of foreign usuipation, we find little recorded of the 
reign of this prince, until the year five hundred and ninety, when hav- 
ing conferred the dignity of Vezzeir upon iMfieyud-ud-dcin Alahom- 
med, denominated the butcher’s boy, (Eben-e-Kussaub) he sent him 
at the head ofa considerable force to reduce the province of Khuzis- 
taun, vhich was brought, thus once moie, under the authority of the 
Khahfs ; and' three years afterwards, in the five hundred and ninety- 
third of the Hid]erah,tonc ofUl Nausser’s Alaiimluks, of tlie name of 
Sunjur, extended the authority of his master into the territory of 
Laristaun. 

Under the year six hundred and four, an ordnanceof Ul Nausser’s 
is adverted to, vliich appears to have had for its object the rcmoral 
of vexatious restrictions from thecommcrcial intercourse of his people ; 
^incc by virtue thereof his officers were prohibited from exacting, or 

^ Pci fidci defemor, t A. D. 1100 , 
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pcrhap? rofjuiiin" llic production of tlio tttrnglmii, cliartcr, or patent, 
from *;uch us wcic employed in the purcliasc or sale, of any article of 
trade. 

From •<ome trace': of a co^•0‘:pondcnccl)cl\^^cn thi'^Khalif, and Sultan 
Shahauh-u(l-d«-in Cihoury, di'^covered among the papers of the latter 
prime on the eonquo'-t of Gluvni, hy Sultan Mahoinmed kintj of 
Kha ure7in, that inon ireh had lone: entertained de'^igns of hostility 
pira’n'it n Naim^i'i ; and in the ‘’iv hundred and fourteenth of the 
Hidtorah. lunin'.: ph de* d hm allegiance to y\lla-ul-inulk Termexy as 
countt r-Khah'ilah, he prepan d to earrv his seheme of vengeance 
into further e\eeution. In advaneiir^ towards Ihmhd.'id with an army 
ot three hundn il thous.md nn n. 'I'ouwrt, if pos^^ihle, the storm w hicii 
thre.itenrd to- o\ erw In Im him, I'l Natisser dispatcherl Shaikh Sha- 
hauh-ud-d(‘in Sheher\» rdy to ingociate some sort of accommodation 
with the Khaure/mian, whom he found encamped in the ncighbor- 
liood of Ilamadnun Alter r\peiieneing considerable difliculty and 
deln\, thocinov was at last ndmilted totheSuIlan'spa\ ilion , where his 
reception was as dtsc ouragimr as pnmar\ obstacles might ha\c taught 
him to expect, the Khaure/miau not even deigning to return his salu- 
tation. He proceeded, however, to discharge the ohjcclofhis mission* 
without producing the shchtest impression in lav or of his sovereign ; 
to w horn he accordiiiirh returned, shortly aficrw ards, to report the mor- 
tilv mg failure The iiihahiiantsof Bagluh’id w ere ihcrclorc constrained 
to reconcile their minds to meet the dangers ot an approaching siege. 

-But on entering the passes of IIulw aun, the Sultan experienced such 
iiUcnsitv of cold, and heavy tails ol snow , it being then tlie commence- 
ment ot w inter, that his army was rendered totally incapable of move- 
ment , and the w hole of his cattle perishing through the soventy ot the 
weather, he was in this state compelled to withdraw into his ovrnr 
territories, in order to recruit and rcstoie Ins shattered eqinpraents. ■ 
He had how cv er not yet quitted the provinces of Persian Irak on, hie 
return, w hen the messengers of Ghaeir lvhaun,,the governor of Otraur^ 
reached his camp, to request his permission to put to death the mer- ' 
chants arriv cd from the court of J enguciz , on. the pretext that they we re., 
emissaries employed to explore the situation and strength of the country. 
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To thi- rcrjue'^t it uas his misfomine to accede, and to pro-, 

vokc tliat learlul t.cle ofvenge.incci\ hicli drenched hiscountry iii blood* 
and terminated in his own destruction; but of which the circumstances 
V. ill be laid before the leader in a future pa^c. 

From the horrors and apprehensions of these dreadful cicnfs, tlm 
Khahf U1 Naiisscruas fortumitely remored by the hand of death, on 
the first of the month ol Sha\ aul,^ ol thp\ car six luindredand tu cut\ tu o 
and at the ase of sixty nine. In the duration of his reign, which uas 
extended through tlie protracted period of si.x and forty years, and two 
months, lie surp.issed all tlic inonairhs nho sat on the throne of the 
Klichurfut, eitlicr before or alter liini • but notn itlistanding tlie praises^ 
bestoued upon his memor\, for tin-' liberal application of his treasures 
in uorks of chaijty and public benefit, tlie author is in the sequel 
constrained to acknou ledge, that his avidity to accumulate u calth 
was earned to such a degree, that the eflects oi every merchant u ho 
died at B.rglidad, ucre invariably seized for his use; not the sligiitost 
article being allov.ed to revert to the heirs of the deceased. 


The Persian branch ol the race oi S^eljuk was cxtmctuishcd during 
the reign oi U1 Nau‘:scr, bv thcKliaurczmians ; and the latter, in llitir 
turn, were compelled to recede before the countless m\riads of lli« 
inv inciblc Jenguciz ; wlio had hy this time extended Ins coiKjuests 
from the seas of Japan to thenorth-enstern limits ofilie J\•r^^an empire. 

Abu Nasser AlalioinniLd, tlicson ol FJNaussti^ 
tbirtv -fiftli Khaiif of the house of Abbas. 

In the early part of the preceding reign this prince liad been nomi- 
nated to the succession; but by some ineaii-, or other ineuirmg the 
hi 7\urrBn ^j,<.plr»j^ 5 Ui-c of his father, he was degraded from hl^ [irospei tive lionors, 

III 

and the title of heir apparent transferred to a sttond brotli'T, ol tlic 
name of Ally- The Lttcrd}ing, liowcvcr, befon* thel'itht r, tln'iiom- 
lurtion became confirmed m Cl ZAher, although ht was still con- 
demned to consume Ins davs in a prison, from whtur* he w is only 
rvle.ascd, on the death of Ui Namscr, by the cordial and luo nimous 
g^al of the pcopb- ; v ho in all their gradation^ prohea i\ on that i vf nt 
d~ Willing homage to his autlionty. But, having aJrtadv i.tlained to 
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liip flcro of fir«*-tTvo. li.' rnulil not forlicnr c'cpn’SMnp ‘’Omr d’f^ortnrnc;- A. 17. 6i2. 
jnq prr':.n:(^ to thr dunilion of In'? rni^n • it\\n''rn‘;y, he remarked) 
to mleuI'Me the profit'; of n man*'; bu‘.jnc<^M ^^hotc shop wn't not 
opened untd the third honr nfpraveu lie pro%cd, ho^\evor, a just 
and piou'. monarch, l.d)ntirjnti to the utmost of Ins power to restrain 
the enorinHKS of the oppressor; and he oonspieunnsly evinced Ins 
Vicuevolent '-piTU. h\ sotimcat larce all ilmse who languished m prison 
for t \rher,ner rh hts; and, rontrarv to the prnetice of Ins father's roiqn, 
h\ prolidniinp: the prstd, nt ela^-s of spies and informers, from intcr- 
fonnp with, or dnrlnMnc: thesrerets nnl private pursuits of tiie people. 

The henevohnt mows of I I '/.ih(r were eirlv dtstmed to he cir- 
enmscrihed hy tlie liaml o( death lie cNpired, nfier a short iciirn of 
cicht months, ainl lonrteen da\s. on the tlurlccnth of Ritdjuh, of the 
"tear six huiitlrfd and tn emv-tliree *' 

Ills rnr.lt'mimnirics wen', over the greater part of the oriental world, 
the rcs)sth ss .!( ns^neix ; in I'ai ss, md Z nu-ui ; and in A1 ^lou iit and 
the tcmtor>' of the Shaihh-ul .hihhcl. AlKi-nd-dein. 

Ur. MrsrrNsrn or Mi\sT.\Ncnt n*ii.LAir, Ahu Janfior Munsur, 

Uic son of L‘l Ziher, thirtj -sixth Klnlifoflhc house ol .\hhas. 

rtjually dist m'ivnslu'd hy Ins v irtnes and cstnnaMe qualities, hlus- 
- tnii'-cr was asknow ledjred successor to the throne oi tlie Khnl/fs, im- 
mediately on the death of his father, ilis reien heim^, however, lor 
the greater part, devoted to cultivate the 'pursuits ot peace and beno- 
Yolcnec, occupies, as might be expected, but a small place in our 
auihoi's attention. 

\Vc shall here briefly notice, that in the second year of IMustunser, 
namely, on the lomth of Uamraun, of theycai six hundred and twenty MusTuxsEit 
four I remarkable at the same time, .is the day of his buili, and of lus XXXVlili Khabf^ 
accession to imperial power, died that direful scourgm of nations’, the 
invincible 3cngueiz Kaun; whose destructive career will, in a ftituxe 
page, more particulaily claim the attentioii'of the reader. ' ' 

Thestudy of Mustunser continued, in the mean time, to'be taken up 
in promoting the happiness of Ins people ; and as a pioOf thht this 'was 
an object which seemed to form at the same nine hiS business and Ins 
pleasure, it is related fiom the Ilouzut-us-Suffk, that a* few days ’pi fe- 
yions to one of the piincipal Mahommedan lestiyals,' cither 'tllU Ead- 
July lOlIi, A. D. 122(). + August IGtb, A. D. J227. 
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, -ul Fetret, at the conclusion of the fast -of'Ramzdun,' of the Eid^e- 
Koibaun, 01 festival ofsacnfjce on the tenth of Zilhudje, he was walk- 
ing on the terrace of his palace , when, observing the' roofs of all the 
neighboring houses overspread .with apparel, he demanded of Ins vez- 
zeir the occasion of it. The minister informed' him, that thejnhabi- 
: tants had been washing their clothes, in order to appear with decency 
r on the ensuing festival. On this, expressing his concern and ignof- 
, ance, that his good people of Baghdad were' in such circumstances, as 
- to be precluded the comfort of a new suit-, to assist in the public fes- 
tivals of their country, the Khalif gave orders that his goldsmiths 
-should prepare a vast number ofsmall balls of gold ; which distribut- 
ing to his domestics, he caused to be shot, with pellet bows, into the 
diffeient houses, throughout the city. From such a circumstance, it 
is not improbable that Mustunser may have incurred the charge of 
f prodigality ; through which, according to some historians, he is alleged 
to have ultimately reduced himself to poverty. 

On one occasion it, how^ever, appears from respectable authority, *that , 
the, energies of this Khalifcould on emergency unfold themselves in the 
arrangements of a warlike undertaking. A body of INIoghuls under 
, -Manjd Nuyan, one of their principal commanders, had laid siege to the 
city of Ardebeil;and compelled the inhabitants to n ithdrawinto thecas- 
' tje or citadel, from whence they dispatched to implore the assistance of 
. MuStunser. It happened to be about the period of annual visitation 
Mekkalij and the monarch, immediately availed himself of the op- 
portunity to awaken the zeal of the Hadjies to take, up arms' against 
, those ferociousunfidels. By this means* he succeeded in assembling 
a nuiperous and formidable army, which, undei one of h'ls generals, he 
, sent to the relief of Ardebeil. The Moghhls were attacked and de- 
feated with great slaughter , and the effectual, though perhaps temporary 
^ rehef of the besieged, with a, prodigious booty, became the reward of 
the conquerors. Neither is it improbable that this w^as follow^ed by 
-pther similar successes, which the troops of Mhstunser are elsewhere 
represented to have obtained, over the desolators of the Persian empire. 

An illustrious monument of the magnificence of this prince w’as the 
college of, Mustansriah ;.of which he laid the foundation in the month 
JEl_udjub, of th'e year six hundred. and tw'en^y five, and ivhich ,w;^ 

' ^ . f TankbgAzeidali, ^ 




in sIk Innidrccl ami thirty t"o. It is tlescriliccl as the most 
t>pkMulul aiul e\ten‘^nc on(ln\\ment cslalilishoU on one spot, by any 
monarch, a^^ a ineinonal of lihcrahty ami lo\e of science. 

The (loath of MiVtnn'^er rocordetl to ha\e taken place in the six 
kniulrcd and fortieth of the ITidjcrah, at the age of filler one, andaftcr an 
hn'^inriouB and sneecsfnl nign, as it Ins alleged, of siMecn years, two, 
or perhaps, ten months, And some da\ s ; \\hich latter n onld_ fix the pre- 
ci^-e period of t 1 iisc\ ent lb about the tu cn ticth oft he former Jumniaudy.^ 
Ij the ‘•laiements of the Tarikh'gu'zeulah are in am degree entitled to 
bihef, MustniisW had,' indei'd, b\ iheble^ssmgs of his administration, 
rendered the territory, of* the Arabs the eiiv\ ol licaicti itself, liaving 
bani''hed Irom the l.itid eviTy \estigc ol distress and desolation Hut 


to Inrnisli vomcthiiig more than harh assertion, to direct the judgment 
b\, it IS 'added, that the rcienucs of Arabian Ir.Mv, Ivhii/ist.mn, and 
Kurd(‘sl.iun, n ah jiart ol Dinurbt'kir and Svna, to which this monarch 
liad extended tllenaning jioner of the Khelaufut. and which, in the 
snhseeptent period at w Inch the author wrote hishistor}', } lelded to the 
tre.asm > not more than six bundred tomauiw j- >r ahouteighteenthou- 
aiid rni>ecsi coineied to' the exchc(]ner of Mnstnnscr the sum of 51a: 
iltottunid sir htaidrid lomauns ; which, at thirty rupees of tw’o and 
BIX pence each, would amount to .about tw'ciitv four thousand seven 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling ; making a diflcrence of eleven to 

1 — 

one in less than a century. 

Contemporary n ith Mustiinscr w’crc, first, on the death of his father, 
Oiigi.iy or Oktai, the third son of Jcnguciz^ in Farss Sand Zengm, 
and Ahu Bukker the son of Saud, the Sulghcntes ; in Kermaun, Bur- 
auk the son of Il.'ijeb, and his son Mubaurek Kliaujch in the other 
parts ofthc Persian empire, SiMtan .Tullaul-ud-dein, the son of Mahom- 
incd thcKhaurczniian , and in Al Mowut, the principles of Couatinism, 
and the mystic allusions of the Koniu, continued to be asseited by 
Alla-ud-dcin. 

Ut. INIostaussem B'’illah-ul-wauheo,J the son of Abdullah, 
son of Mustunser, thirty-seventh and lasfKhali^oftlie house of Abbas. 

No\ ember 14th, A. D 1242. , 

+ lu the reigns of Akbar *and Jalikngueir, the Persian toinaun tras estimated at tliir^ 

X Dciindmsi grata defensust 
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A. H. R 40 . By a certain class of historians, U1 Mustausscm has hesir estimate J 
A D. 1242 t\%'entieth in descent from Abbas, as may be traced m 

nitkhbaur* annexed to this page yhile by others, who contend that 

Mukteddy was the grandson only of til Kaeim, heis made the twenty 
fifth. ' However this may be determined, it seems generally understood 
that as Miistaussem wasthelasti he was also the haughtiest, and most 
ostentatious of all the monarchs of his race. In the same degree is he 
also stated to have surpassed the wholeofhis^predeces5ors,;in the vast 
accumulation of treasure and jewels, of -superb and costly furniture, 
and ih the sumptuous display of imperial apparatus, in all its variety. 
No less than four hundred domestics were emploj ed m the ordinary 
V service of Ins palace, and four and twenty thousand horsemen were 
maintained at the expence ofhis private t^easu^}^ Such, moreover, 
V as the fastidious pomp ofhis court, that not one of the potentates of the 
VlMcstaussfm surrounding regions, not the most distinguished pnnee or noble, no 
XXXVlltli and last rank,pr dignity, however illustrious, couldapproach the presence of the 
Kliahfof iheljouse Khaleifalis. Among other expedients, devised to produce 

of Abbas. impression of awe for the sacred character of his person, a block of 

marble, similar to the black stone of thesanctuary at Alekkah, was fixed 
at the entrance of the imperial apartment, and from the arched roof 
depended apiece ofblack satin, in the form of along sleeve ; withwhich» 
rn the same manner as is observed with the veil, or covering of the sanc- 
tuary, the people touched their eyes, while they kissed the marble at 
the threshold. This, and much more, might peradventure be affirmed, 
in order to shed its utmost lustre round the declining star of the Khc- 
laufut, before it finally cast its splendors into the gulph of perennial 
night. It IS at the same time remarked that Mustausscm, on succeeding 
to the throne ofhis ancestors, exhibited such a singular display of gran- 
deur and magnificence, that the report of it was conveyed to the reino- 
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tc^l roirion'; ofUiGcailli ; orwliich, the most powerful sovereigns of the A. H. o-io, 

ca'Jl jukI V ost. luul o/'eVer) ilrgrcc, citlmr by pronouncing the Khotbah A. D. 12^2. 

in In'? naini\ 01 by other testimonies, hastened to olTer their homage of 

• ® gftzeiJali, 

nllcgiaiicc to his superior authoiitv. 

The office of Verzcir becoming \ acant, in the vearsix hundred and 
forty tv o, by the death of Kusscir-ud-dein Mahommed the son of Cl 
Isafl'ez, V ho had filled the same important station under the reign of 
iiKlstunscr, it vas now conlcrrcd hy Miistaiisscm upon Abitauieb 
hluc\ ud-ud-dem Mahoinmcd,surnamcd the son ol the Alkcmitc, who, 
proicd, in the issue, a principal instrument m the destruction of Ins 
country, and ol the house of Abbas. 

In the SIX hundred and fiftieth oi the Ilidjcrah, soincserious disscn- ^ 

sionshaMnghrohe out hetw cell the two adverse sects, the Sunnies and A.H G50, 
Shciahs, at Kerkh. one oflhc suburbs of Baghdad princijially inhabited A. D. 1252> 
by the latter sect, Aincir Abu Bukkei, the Kbalifs brother, was em* 
ploi edto take tlicpart of llicSiinnies ; wdneh terminated in the disgrace 
and imprisonment ol a great number of the Seyuds, dcsccndantsol Ally 
and Phlima. The Vc/zen being disposed, from a similarity ofopinions^ 
to iavor the lanqinshcd sect, conceived on tins account so deadly a 
resentment against Ins sovereign, that Irom tins moment he began to 
meditate on Ins trcnsonablc designs ; looking lorward to the first favor* 
able opportunity of revenge. 

The very next year Ilulaukfi Kaun, the son ofTuly Baliauder, and 
grandson ol Jengueiz, was advancing, by' Ins brothers orders, to sub- 
due the regions ol the W'cst ; but as it leads to the final destruction of 
an illustrious dinasty, the progress of this exterminator will demand a 
more cncumstantlal relation ; and w'e shall therefore revert to the ap- 
parently accurate detail furnished by the more extensive labours of 
oQr author, in the Habeib-us-sey'r. 

About the period in question, Mangu Kaaun, the third successor of 
Jengueiz, was in possession^ at Karakorum and Kalfiran, ol the throne Hateib-iis^ 
of his puissant grandsire ; and one of tlie earliest measures of his go- 
veinmentwas to dispa'tcliBcutchiuNuyan,* one of hisprmcipal generals, 

*■ Once for allj it may be necessary to remark thatlhe term Nftyan bore among, the Tartars,, 
the same significabon as Amcir among the Persians — general of the first order In the ail* 
tjiora copy of Uie KJrolausut ul-akhbaw the hani'e of this genefafis wnttenT4ijfi» 
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A H. 651. to secure the tenitories hoi dering on, and to the westward of the Jey-- 
liun, or Oxus. On reaching the frontiers of Ir^k and Azerb^ijaun, 
Habeib-us- general took occasion to transmit to his sovereign, some complaint- 
of the conduct of the Khalif Mustaussem ; which, together with the 
importunities ofKauzy Shums-ud-deinKazveiny, who aboutthis same 
penod, through fear of the daggers of the Bouatinists, wandered about 
the country m the scales of his armour, (like a fish in a shell) at last 
impelled the great Kaaun to conceive that the affairs of Peisia de- 
manded the presence ofone ofthe princes of the imperial race, supported 
by a powerful army : and on this occasion his choice immediately rested 
on his brother Hfilaukh. , 

That prince was.accordingly furnished with instructions to reduce 
tlie whole ofthe countries, between the Oxus and the remotestborders 
of Egypt ; and in the execution of his orders he was enjoined to con- 
form without variation to the code of Jengueiz ; namely, to spare and 
protect those who submitted, but to pillage and put to the sword, with- 
out distinction of age or sex,all such as presumed to resist his authority. 
Thechaigewas accepted on the part ofHulauku with becoming cheer- 
fulness , and after partaking of a series of festivities with liis brother^ 
and the Shah zadahs, and principal nobility of his court alternately, for^ 
the period of a month, be proceeded in the. former Rebbeia of the year ^ 
SIX hundred and fifty one,* ffom the O Urdu, or residence of the Kaaun ; 
accompanied by one fifth of the,army of the empire, consisting of one 
hundred and twenty thousand horse, to the head quarters of his own 


government. Here he continued for sopie time, completing the equip- 
ments for his expedition, until, the month of Ramzan n,j; when he 
finally left the Moghul’ ‘territory ; taking with hirn pn this occasion a , 
thousand families of Chinese artificers, skilled m the construction oE- 
warlike machines, and m the“ throwing of naphtha, and other inflam- 


mable materials.. 

A H 053 course of the year six hundred and fifty three, at ' 

A. D. 1125. the expiration of something more than a twelve month, he encamped * 

on theenchantinglawnsofKaun-e-gull, in sight of Samarkand where - 

lie halted for the space of four <lays, being magnificently entertained 
bylduss^oudBegYehvaujc,atthispei iod gov’ernorofAIawur-un-nelierx 


May, A D. 1253, t October, Novanbei:, 1253. 
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the country on the OKn*^. Trom ibcucc he continued hi-:; mavcli to 
tile \ i( initN ol Ivcsli, n here he nas met hv Ameir Arghun thegorernor, 
and othei od'u ers of Khoia^'^aun, w ho ha'^tened to giect his arm al n ith 
the custom.ir\ pri'sents, and tt stimonies of homarre. Proceeding in 
the snuc manmrh\ cas^ stages, and ocoasionallv receiving on Ins 
march, the M-'itb ol the dillerent ieudatones ot tlic Persian empire, 
llnlankn cro'^sotl tlio .1e\hun in the la*-! month oflheycar,^ and look 
nji Ins winter qnarteis in the lerritorv ol Shahiaghann 

On the return ol sprme: he jirosecuti'd Ins march to the tciritorv of 
Khaw nut Are:hnn Aii.i ha\ nnr Jirex lousU taken Ins departure for ICar- 
.akoinm. lo his orders, leaMii? Ins son Guerai Mch'k. with Ahmed 
3'i.tluktcliei and Khauiah Atla-ul-nnMk .louenn, the author of the 
T ,uikh ,laliaun gusli’n to attend tin* prescmceol lliilauku , on w horn, 
and on Ins immediate descendants, tlie oriental histoiians in general 
hestow thelitleoi'CN 1 Khaun — snpicmc Khaun,orsovcreign Onieacli- 
ingZawah he detached Keyhuku iS un an to reduce the Kohestaun, pro- 
ceeding w ith the mam Iiod\ ol th<‘ army tol'Cissc , w here he w as sump- 
tuoush entertained at the expenee of Ameir Arghiin, and Khaujah 
Kzz-ud-dein, another lord ol the country In the mean time, Shuins- 
ud-dem Mahommed Guerret Ind been disjiatchcd to demand the 
surrender of Serkhess fromNausscr-ud-dem, thegovernorof that place 
on the pait or Rokn-ud-dem Khurshah, the prince of Al ^lowmt. 
That officer thought it prudent to submit to superior force, and accom- 
panied the entoy to the camp ot Jlulauku, Irom u horn he experienced 
a favorable and distinguished ri'ceplion 1 he EU Khaun now' led his 
tioops V ithout interru[mou tow aids the terriioiy ot Rudbaur , on the 
confines of which, by a succession of marches, he ultimately anived ; 
and there, in the manner which w ill be hereafter related, on Sunday the 
first of Z\ kaudahy of the year six hundred and fifty tour, he received, 
in person, the submission of Klitir Shah thepnnceot theBouautimsts ; 
after the total subjugation ot n horn, he finally directed his course, m 
terrible magnificence, towards the metropolis of the house of Abbas. 

The unworthy representative ot that illustrious house had, on the 
other hand, by this time become entirely the dupe ofhis perfidious mm- 
* J,iuuarj, A. D. 125G, t lOlli, A. D. 1256. 
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ister. the son of the Alkemite • who, or his part, receiving intellifrenee 
of the designs of the r^loghul, determined to pave the wav for the ex- 
ecution of that destructive scheme of vengeance, wdnch he had so fono- 
held in contemplation. His first step appears to have been, to caiole 
the feeble minded Miistaussem into a belief, that his authoritv was so 
firmly established, and so universally respected by all the piinces of 
the earth, that the maintenance of so many military chiefs and tlieir 
numerous stipendiaries, uas, m his judgment, a diain upon the impe- 
rial treasury, which, for the future, might as uell be put a stop to. At 
-all events, if his imperial master ii-ould confide to his discretion, they 
might he employed in a way to leplenish, instead of exhausting the 
resources of the state. Seduced by a sordid spirit ofavarice and love 
of gold, the credulous monarch suffered himself to be led away by the 
treacheious vie-n s of his minister; and committino: the entire nidnafrc- 

'CO 

ment of the business to the Alkemite, gave himself up, in the most 
ignominious indolence and fors:etfulness of his dutv, to then retched 
indulgence of his pleasures. The minister, in a shoit time, contrived 
accoidingly, by dispersing the greater part of the military force of 
Baghdad to the distant provinces, to expedite the consummation of 
his perfidious system ; and having thus cleared theway foi Ins approach, 
^lispatched to communicate to Hulauku his assurances of entire devo- 
tion, and attachment, to the interests of tliat prince. 

Hulaukii, who had by this time conducted his army to Hamadaiin, 
left that place in the month of Ramzaun of the year six hundred and 
i]ftv-fi\ c,"*^ on his march for the devoted metropolis of the Khelaufiit; 
the advanced guard of his troops beimr consigned to the direction of 
tvo of his principal generals Sughunjak and Taiju ; the latter, not im- 
probablv, the person vho had originally stimulated the resentment of 
the great Kaaun against the feeble !Mustaussem. All that remained 
of respectability and honesty, among the courtiers of the unhapiiy 
monarch, endeavored on this alarming intelligence, to auaken lini 
from the fatal and ignominious dream of negligence, pride, and secur- 
it\, into which he was fallen: but without effect. The craftv and 
J5erfidious Vezzeir continued in private to impose upon his sovereign 

‘‘ September, October, A. O 1C57. 
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fhe most absurd conceptions of the superiorly of his arms - for what 
“ of injuiy”said'he, “ have the brave troops ofBaghd&dto apprehend 
“ fiom the ferocious, hut undisciplined Moghhls ^ the very women 
“ and children of the city would annihilate them in the streets, with 
stones fiom the terraces of then houses ” 

By these and similar arguments, the Alkemite had totally laid asleep 
the faculties of his master, when intelligence unexpectedly arrived 
that the advanced guard of the Moghuls were approaching the capital 
by the route of the desert : and a detachment of ten thousand horse 
under Futtah-nd-dein and Mtljahed-ud-dein, was marched without 
delay, by the Khalif’s direction, to oppose the enemy. The hostile di- 
visions appear to have met in the vicinity of, or perhaps m a defile 
between, two neighboring hills, where they became unavoidably en- 
gaged in a very fierce and obstinate conflict , the day, however, closing 
before the victorj^ could be determined, both parties proceeded to en- 
camp forthe night in the presence of each other and here the resouices, 
and indefatigable spirit of theMoghuls, decidedly evinced their super- 
iority over the pampered legions of an efleminate government. Under 
cover otthe night they absolutely conducted the stream of aneighboring 
river (it could scarcely havebeen the Euphrates as stated in the manu- 
script’) into the camp of their adversaries ; who thus losing the whole 
of their baggage and equipments, and being otherwise thrown into 
the utmost consternation, were in that state, the next mornino-, at- 
tacked b} the hloghfils and entirely put to the sword , with'the excep- 
tion hon ever of hlujahed-ud-dein, one of the generals, and three other 
individuals, who escaped to relate the story at Baghdad. As a proof 
of Mustaussem’s total insensibility to the magnitude of the approach- 
ing stonn, and of the recent misfortune, it is represented that he should 
have till ice repeated U/ Inimd-zil-ullaliy the oidinary ejaculation, or 
God be piaised,that Mfijahed-ud-dein was safe, indicating we will sup- 
pose, that the destruction of his iollowers \i as a matter of no great 
importance. 

To dispense wuth all further detail, of circumstances less material, 
the author proceeds to relate, that towards the close of the six hun- 
dred and fittyrfilth of the Hidjerah, Hulauku, in person, at the head 
ot a prodigious force, appeared before Baghdad, and compelled the ua« 
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happy I\Ii!istaussem to combat foi safety, and existence, behind the 
walls of his metropolis. For the space of nearly two months, during 
which the inh abitants were exposed to every species of violence and 
injury, the city continued to be defended, with considerable peisever™ 
ance, against the daily exertions of the assailants from without : but 
at the expiiation of that period, the feeble representative of the house 
of Abbas, no longer capable of sustaining the effect of perpetual alarm, 
juelded at last to the base suggestions of domestic treacherj'-, ever 
more fatal than the most formidable aggressions of foieign hostdity ; 
and consented, by the advice of the perfidious Alkemite, to commit his 
person to the hazard of an interview with the fieice Hhlaukii. For 
that purpose, in the early part of the month of Suffur of the year six 
hundred and fifty-six,^ he accordingly quitted his capital by the gate 
of Daur-ul-Salaum , and, accompanied by his two sons, Abfi Bukker 
and Abdurraihman, and a numerous group of relatives, and the most 
distinguished and enlightened membeis of his court, proceeded to the 
pavilions of the Tartai monarch. Here, theKhahf, with his sons and 
two or three of his attendants, was admitted without great difficulty ,* 
but the melancholy remainder were excluded, and many of them 
doomed, the veiy'same day, to the fatal distinction of becoming the 
first victims, of Hfilauku’s unsparing vengeance. 

On Fridajs the ninth of the same month of Suffur, f Hiilaukii made 
his eiitiy into the metropolis of the Klielaufut, where he gave to his 
generals, and piincipal followers, a sumptuous entertainment To thii 
display of baibarous festivity and triumph, the last of the Khalils was 
non summoned, and required, as the hostofliis conqueror, to produce 
as far as he nas capable, something that should be n ortliy the accep- 
tance ol such an exalted guest. Concening that nothing more n as 
inteiuKd than expiessed, tlie unhappy inonarcli gave dnections that a 
present ol tno thousand costly and magnificent robes, two thou -and 
diiiaiirs olgold, and a vaiiety ol gold and silvcrplate, \ as<‘s, and other 
articles, eiii idled nith jewels olthc gieatest price and beauty, should 
be selected hom his trcasuiy and nardroI)e, and hud in the usual st^ h*, 

211 tra\s. beloie lliilauku. Surveying them with an e\ e of contempt 

^Pebiuan, A D 1258. f Rbruarj Ulb, A. D 
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^3h 1 <;corn, tlic T^Ioglu'il immediately distnlnited these articles among A. 

the attendant*;, and addressed Mustaussem in the following terms , ' — 

t II r II Habeib-us 

“ the w hole of thv visible property, together w itli that ot the luhabi- 

“ tants of Baghdad, IS already at the disposal of my followers , of that 

therefore it was needless to make an olTenng what we require of 

“ thee, IS to indicate somethiiis: w ith respect to thy hidden treasures ” 

The object of the conqueror could be no longer misunderstood ; and 

the captive monarch pointing to the area in the court of the palace, 

there, on opening the ground, w as indeed discovered what might have 

been ainph sufficient to glut the utmost cravings of avarice itself, a 

tankorcovered resei voir. loaded to thcbriin,w ith cakes, onngotsofsolid 

gold, of the Aveight of one hundred nieskals each, or somethingless than 

a pound and a quarter avoirdupois , the meskal being estimated at a 

dram and a halt. 

There is, moreover, not wanting aiithorilv to relate, that for several 
days the remorseless Hulauku confined his illustrious and unhapp}’’ 
captive, without food or sustenance of any kind , and that wdien the 
pangs ot hunger became no longer endurable, the w'retched IMustausseni 
sent to implore relief. The attendants now brought him from the 
hloghul, a dish full of gold andjew'els, of w Inch he was desired to eat. 

The unhappy monarch expostulated on the impossibility of obej mg 
so strange an injunction : “ then” said the interpreters of Hulauku’s 
w ill, “since these are things which thoucouldst not eat, wherefore w'as 
“ It, that thou didst not devote them to the preservation ofsomany thou- 
“ sands of thv fellow’ l\Ios*;leins , w herefore not bestow them on such as 
“ might be employ ed to detend the inheritance ofthine ancestois, f/om 
“the invasion of foreign armies^” To this hlustaussem, the wretched 
iSlustaussem, could offer no leply , butfioin a heart, continues the au- 
thor, burning like the crucible of the gold refiner, he drew’ a sigh of 
chilling anguish and despair, and found a sad, but temporary relief, m 
the tears w Inch copiously oi ei flowed his furrowed cheeks. 

In the mean time, it having been intimated, according to some au- 
thorities, that some aw’tul and tremendous convulsion of nature w’ould 
intalliblv ensue, it the blood of the reigning Khalif was in any manner 
' made to flow , it became the subject of deliberation, betw’een Hulankil 
and his generals, how the person of Mustaussem should be ultimately 
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disposed of; when the ferocious monarch put a period to the debafeji 
by yemaiking, that in one respect they might venture to discard every 
uneasy apprehension, since it formed no part of his design to spill a 
drop of that blood, which was esteemed so sacred. He accordingly 
gave immediate mstiuctions that his wretched, and defenceless cajitive 
should be cjpsely wrapped up.m camelots, or coarse haii blankets, and 
in that state paused him to be rolled backwards and forwards, on the 
ground, with such force and violence, that every joint and articulation 
pf his frame either mashed or wrought asunder. Such being the 
expedient adopted by the Moghul, to terminate the existence, without 
shedding the bipod of his illustrious prisoner. His children, his bio- 
thers, his kipdredvhis principal officers, and every agent of ins govern- 
ment were sacrificed at the same time, to the exteiminatmg vengeance 
of Hulauku. 

The Moghdl troops had been now ordered to enter tlie devoted city ; 
where’, for the space of forty days, they opened such a scene of pillage, 
massacre, and blood, as outiaged humanit}^ asniuch as it almostsur- 
passes the scope of human belief. It will not, however, be difficult to 
conceive that the stream of the Tigiis should have been discoloured 
with human gore ; when, exclusive of those who were butcheied in the 
villages adjoining, the number of the slam, in thecity alone, is estimated 
at eight huiidi ed thousand persons.* The booty which fell into th6 
hands of these ferocious exterminators, is stated in general terms, 
whether ip specie and j'ewels, in furniture of silver and gold, in rare 
and costly manufactures, the produce and fahiic of every region of the 
globe, and in Greek and Russian slaves, to have suipassed the ordi- 
nary powers of arithmetic. . Having glutted themselves with plunder 
and slaughter, the troops of Hulauku were next emploj'^ed to demolish 
the walls, and towers, and other fortifications of the place , when, the 
wrath of the Eyl Khaun becoming at last either exhausted or appeased, 
a sentiment of returning pity prevailed with him to spare the affrighted 
remnant of the inhabitants, who had escaped into holes and corners,, 
from that ruthless destiuction which had swept away so many myriads 
of their fellow citizens. 

It IS, however, some consolation to reflect, that, with the usual des- 
tiny of traitors, the perfidious Alkemite derived but little advantage 

'*Tlie fearful list is swelled, bj sotnewnlers, to the incredible widX of one iuiliiun ciifut 
hundred tuousand. 



223 


fromtliG ronsnminatlon of his crimes. It wonldappcarthathe had been 
led. irom the conspicuous part which he had acted in facilitating the 
huiniliatioii and dcsli notion of the house of Abbas, to encourage an 
expectation that he should at least be established in the government of 
Baghdad* but the Tartar monarch, observing thatMa; manwhobetrayed 
liisbeiiefactorhad, injustice, nothingtoaspire to, immediately bestowed 
that government upon Lben Amraii , another traitoi, who, while the 
IMoirhuls ueie eiiG-air' d betorc the town on this occasion, found means 
to discoxci to Jlulaukit a hoard of grain, nhich was known to him as 
governoi of Yakhbiah , n Inch lurnished a supply of fifteen days’ con- 
sumption to the u hole army, and probably enabled them to prosecute 
the siege to a siicceslul termination. 

Such, in the six hundred and fitty sixth of the Hidierah, as we have 
attempted to dcsciibeit, was the fate ot hli^staussem the last of the 
Khalits of the house of Abbas , in the forty seventh year of his age, and 
the seventeenth of his reign. AVith his life terminated the power of 
tliat celebrated race of inonarchs, after it had subsistedfor a period of 
five hundred and eight solar, or five hundred and twenty three lunar 
years, two months, and tuenty three da\s The sovereign authority 
non devolved to theTartar princes of the blood ofJengueiz, commenc- 
ing u ith Hulaukfi , to u horn, in a future page, we shall further claim 
the attention of the leader. In the mean tune, in default of a more eli- 
giblearrangement, we shall proceed to describe, from the summary out- 
line of the Kho/a i(ssiit-7il-a/Jibam , the origin, advancement, and alter- 
natedissolutionoftheseveial dinasties, which successively flourished m 
the countiies betwixt the Oxus and the shores of Egypt, during the 
ascendancy, and tor some time subsequent to the extinction, of the 
house of Abbas. 
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I N tracing the causes which tended to place thegovernmentof Khor- 
assaun for several successions in the descendants' of Taher Zhlyem: 
nein, it becomes expedient in to recur to that peiiod in the reign of the 
Khalif UI Mamun, when, subsequent to the death of his brother, that 
monaich proceeded to take up his residence in theinetiopolis of Bagh- 
d^id. The reader is aheady apprized of the important sei vices ren- 
dered to his sovereign by the able and warlike Zulyemnein . the title 
bestowed, as ive have explained on a former occasion, on Teller the son 
of Hhss'eyne, the son of Mhssaub of the race of Khozzai 

In one of those moments of conviviality, when Ul Mamhn was em- 
ployed in steeping the recollection of past events, in the exhilarating 
juices of the grape, Zhlyemnein, unexpectedly, entered his presence, 
and the chief butler proceeded by his mastei’s instructions, in common, 
with the other guests, to circulate the goblet to that generaL While- 
this Avas passing, a flood of tears was observed to stream fiom the eyes 
of Ul Mamfin, and Zhlyemnein ventured to inquire, what could pos- 
sibly produce these emotions of sorrow in the bosom of a monarch, 
whose power was established fiom the eastern ,to the western limits of 
the earth. The Khalif made such a reply as he conceived suitable to 
the occasion ; but continued so overpowered by h'ls emotions,’ that 
Zulyemnein, not daring to urge him with further importunity, quitted 
the palace under no slight impressions of alarm. Sending for one of 
the domestics ofHiisseyne the Shraubdaur, or chief butler, he engaged 
him, by a stupendous bribe of two hundred thousand diuaurs,’'" (if in- 
deed It IS not an error in the manuscript) to prevail upon his master 
to extract from Ul Mamun the cause of his tears. Accordingly, ivlien 
the monarch required his butler, the ensuing day, to furnish him with 
his faA'orite beA'^erage, the latter declared Avith an oath, that until he' 
disclosed the source of that affliction, Avhich he had exhibited theday 

'1‘About Jl|G60l. lya, 4<i, 
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bcrore» lie slioukl venture to disobev the commands of his imperial A. H 204 . 
ma^itci L'l jNLmiun demanded his object in making such an inquny , ^ ^ 
and lIiisscMie assunns: Inm that hen as actuated bv no other motive 
in Ins presumption, than n hat arose fiom the deepest concern at 
observing his master’s apparent distress oi mind, the Khalif, after a 
sliict injunclioii not to divulge the secict, then proceeded to 
acknowledge that wheno\oi his cj e fell upon Zulyemnein, it never 
failed to bring to his recollection, the death of Ins brother UI Araein ; 
and tliat on such occasions he found it impossible to suppress Ins tears. 

The result ot tins conversation was punctually communicated to 
Zv^l^elllneln , and the latter a\ ailed himself of one of Ins first inter- 
views with Abi Klialcd, the Khalil’s minister of state wnth whom he 
was on terms of friendship, to make it the subject of discussion , and, 
as an expedient to icmovc him from the immediate inflnence of Ul 
Islamun’s eventual displeasure, to icquest that he w’ould contiive to 
obtain foi him the goveriimont of Khorassaun. The Viz/jeir concur- 
red without difficulty m the \iews of Zulvemnein , and at Ins next 
conference w ith the sovereign, failed not to represent that the province 
of Khorassaun, through the iiieapacit} of Ghassaun either to main- 
tain the discipline ot the troops, or secure the peace of the inhabitants, 
was falling into a deplorable state ofanarchy and misrule, Ul Ma- 
mun demanded what he thought advisable to be done, and wffiom he 
could recommend to be invested with a cliaige so important ^ the 
minister, without further ceremony, proposed Zulyemnein, who w'as 
accordingly apponited to that government , and reaching his province 
in the course of the two hundred and fifth of the Hid lerah, rendered 
himself m a ver}”^ short time, if not entirely absolute m bis authority^ 

111 a great degree independent of that of his soveieign. 

On the testimony of the agent employed to transmit to his court an 
account of the aS‘"is of Khorassaun, it is now stated, that finding- 
Ziilvemnein had at length proceeded to the extremity of erasing the name 
ol his master from the Ivhotbah, one Friday during the celebration of 
divine worship at the principal mosque ot his capital, as a preliminary 
to the declaration of independence, the person alluded to conceived 
it expedientto commnnrcate the intelligence wuthoui a moment’s dela3% 
by a messenger whom he rannediately dispatched to Baghdad, . The 
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A. H, 205-18 very da}'- afterwards^ before tbe sun was yet risen, a messenger came to 
A^D^020-^ require his presence at the palace of government, on which, conceiving 
Klioiaussut- the subject of his dispatch had been made known to Zulyemnem. 

^i-aivuoaur. i i i , fv« y 

and that he was about to suffer under the sword of the executioner, 
he repeated the usual formulary of the dying, the kehnah shihaiiduf^ 

attesting the unity of God and the divine mission ofMahoramed; and then 
accompanied the messenger. Reaching the palace, however, thefiist 
person by wjiom he was accosted frojn behind the hangings of the sa- 
loon, happened to be Tellahah the son of Taher, who demanded if he 
had closed his dispatches for the preceding day ? Having replied m 
the affirmative, heu'as most agreeably suprised bj’' an order, tlus day, to 
announce the death of Zulyemnem ; which with feelings of consider- 
able satisfaction, he proceeded to obe3\ It is further related, that when 
the former dispatch was delivered to U 1 Mamun, Ahmed the son of 


A-bi Khaled, as the pledge of Zul^'emneiffs fidelity, was called upon by 
his sovereign to proceed immediately into Khorassaun, to vindicate 
,his insulted authority ; and he was prepanngfor the expedition, when 
Ahe second dispatch announced the death of Zulyemnem, and very 
seasonabl}’’ relieved him from his -embarrassment. 

The death of Zutyemnein is stated to have taken place on the night 
,of that very day on which he had undertaken to discard the authority 
~of U 1 Mamun, just one j’^ear and six' months after he had assumed the 
government of Khorassaun. He is described as being blind of an e^^e. 
In addition to the title of Zutyemnein, he was sometimes distinguished 
b}" the appellation of Abul Teyb, parent of good , no slight argument 
of the popularity of -his cbaiacter. 

Tellahah or TuLLEiHAHtheson ofTaher, the second of tins race, 
' assumed the government of Khorassaun on the death of his father , but 


Tulleihah, 
Ild of the TA- 
jientes. 


under the express, although perhaps nominal authority of U 1 Mamun. 
On the events of his government the author is however entirely silent. 
He died in the two hundred and thirteenth of the Hidjerah ; and appears 
to have been succeeded, for a short time only, by a son of the name 


of Ally ; who was put to death by a body of insurgents, who had re- 
volted" against his authority in the neighborhood of Neyshapfir. 

Abdullah the son of Thher, the third in succession of Ins race, 
Iiappened to he at Dainur when he received intelligence ofhis brother e 



227 

death ; and he hastened, with similar poAvers from til Mamiin, to taTie 
possession of Khorassaiin. On his march he found it a necessary pre- 
liminary to employ his exeitions m suppressing the insurrection at 
Nevshapiir, A\hich had occasioned the death of his nephew. And in 
this he appears to have succeeded withoutany extraordinary difficulty, 
01 delay. 

Under the gOA eminent of this chief it is related, on the authority of 
the Rouzat-us-sulla, that a fiie-lemplc belonging to aremnantof the 
hlagian superstition, had been yet allowed to stand by the side, or in 
the McinitA , ot one of the mosques in the city of Pleiat, \\ Inch, as that 
persecuted race nerc regular tributaries of the go\ernment, they had 
long been suflered to frequent a\ ithoiit molestation It happened how- 
e\er, about this period, that some indiscreet and o\ er zealous Mahom- 
raedan teacher, in one of his discourses, should have taken occasion to 
remark to his congregation, that the true faith must.be at a ver}' low 
ebb in llerat, since a temjilc of the worshippeis of fire was still left 
standing by the side of the tabernacle of then holy religion, and not a 
Jilussulman appeared of sufficient energy to lay it in ruins. These- 
indiscreet expressions had theeflect he seemed to desire, in inflaming 
the dormant-zeal of Ins auditors. The Mosslems immediatelyassembled 
in gieat multitudes, and the same night proceeded to demolish both 
the mosque and its obnoxious neighbour^ and before themorningbroke, 
had erected a mosque entirely neAV from the foundations, on the site of 
tjie former structures Next day, the aggrieved and insulted joy? 
discovering what had passed, and equally affected n itli surprise and re- 
sentment, made the best of their way towards Neyshapiir, in order to 
applyfor redressto Abdullah Triher,Avho appeals to have fixed the seatof 
his government in that city. Abdullah, oh his part, desirous of strictly 
investigating the grounds of their complaint, summoned to Ins presence- 
all the oldest builders that could be found either at Heiat, or in the- 
surrounding terntorj" , w ho, strange to tell, to the number of four thou- 
sand individuals, all agreed in attesting that, so long as they had lived, 
the mosque had appeared exactly as it now stood , neither had there 
ever existed, on that spot, either mosque or fire-temple of any other 
desciiption, to the best of their belief. Upon this testimony it is pro- 
table, though not expressed, that the unfortunate Magians Avere com.. 
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pelled to continue then, lesson of forbearance under the injuries jj?- 
dieted upon diem by their odious peisecutors ; and the design of the 
author in relating the^ ciicmnstance wat,, possibly, to intimate, that 
in thus totally oblitciating from the minds of these worthies, the're- 
collection of the past, providence had wrought'a fresli miracle in sup- 
poit of the surpassing excellencies of . 

Abdullah Taher died in the two hundred and thirtieth ofthe Hidjeiah, 
at the age of forty eight, and aftei successfully conducting the govern-^ 
ment of Khoiassaiin for a period of seventeen years. He was equally 
distinguished for his talents and the liberality of Ins disposition, and 
not less' so for the moderation and justice of his administration. 

Taker the son of Abdullah, fourth ofthe lace ofTaliei, succeeded 
to his father , and was confnmed in his authority by a patent and 
standard conveyed to him by the JClialif U1 Wauthek. He died in the 
subsequent reign of MAstayne , and' of him the author furnishes no 
fuithei memorial. 

^ t* 

Maiiommeu the son ofthe above mentlonedTahei, and the' fifth of 
this lace, succeeded to bis father, undei the mandate and authoiity of 
Hi Mustaynh , bltt being inoidinately devoted to a life of pleasuie, the 
ciicumstauce pioved a very natural stimulus to the ambition of Yakiib 
the son of Laiss-ul-Siifaui, (the brazier or copper smith) who had by 
fills tune made' himself mastei of Seiestaun , and who detei mined to 
avail hiniself ofsuch an oppoitunit}'-', to extend his usurpations to the 
neighbouring provinces. That adventuier accordingly conducted his 
tioops to Herat, from whence, having without much difficulty expelled 
the officers and agents of the TAheiite, he directed his march towards' 
N'eys'liapui The only opposition which he appears to tiavm experi- 
enced to Ills approach, on the part of the indolent and voluptuous 
Mahommed, was an absuid message to demand, wliith'phe was pio- 
ceedmg without the authority of the Khahfs sign manual? The son of 
Laiss placing his hand updii his suord, like many before and since, 
buefiy obscived m reply, “ this is my warrant, and this my autliority” 1 
Onthe ictiirn ofthe messengei who conveyed this reply, the ministers 
ofthe son of Taher immediately forsook him, and dispersed to different 
quarteis , and their degciierate principal felfshoitl}'^ afteru ards, into the 
hands of his moie wailike and enteipnsmg adversary. This event, 
mthe two hundred and fifty ninth ofthe Hidjerah, put a peiiod to theP 
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po^^c^ of ibc rare of Taller, lien it liad subsisted in Khorassaiin, for A. H 259 . - 
nbout four years more than half a century. A D 872. 

TIio narrative proceeds next to desenbe the events which, through 
the operation of an inscrutable proMdence, transfeired the sovereign 
power to the Siitauriah, or Shfandes, thesons of Laiss so denominated, 
horn the ignoble occupation of their ancestor. On this subject we are 
informed that Laiss, the person trom whom the dinasty derived its name 


and origin, nas an obscuie mechanic \\ho^^^ought in brass, and from Ongmofthc 
Ins occupation called Laiss-ul-Sufaur.* This man had three sons, Sufaunali. 
Yakub, \\ho for some time wrought at his father's trade, and Omar, 
and Allv. Becoming tiled of manual labour, Y'akiib prevailed upon 
some dissolute characters like himself to form a band of outlaws, with 


\\hom he thenceforward proceeded to earn a subsistance by robbeiy, 
and plunder on the hifrhway conducting hiinseH, howmver,'in this 
career ot ^iolence with singulai moderation, as he was never known 


to take liom any mdnidual the whole of his property. 

One night, m the course of his predatory exploits, he had contrived 
to excavate a passage into the palace of Derham the son of Nasser, a 
descendant ot Rauffia the son of Laiss. and of the celebrated Nussef 


Seyaur,w ho at that penod held the government of Seiestaun; and hav- 
ing: made up a convenient bale of gold and jew els, and the most costly 
stuffs, was proceedins; to cairy itoff, when he happened in' the dark to 
strike his foot against something hard on the floor Thinking it might 
be ajewel of '^oine sort or other, a diamond peihaps, he picked it up 
and put It to his tongue, and to his equal moitification and disappoint- 
ment. found it to be a lump of rock salt, for having thus tasted the salt 
ot the owner, his a\arice gave way to his respect for the laws of hos- 
pitalit\ , and throw mg dow n his precious booty, he left it behind him, 
and withdrew eiiipty-handed to his habitation. TJie treasurer of Der- 
liam ben Nassei repairing tlie next day, according to custom, to in7 
spect his charge, w as equally surprised and alarmed at observing that 
a great part of the treasure, and othei valuables had been removed ; 
but on examining the package w Inch lay on the floor, his astonish- 
ment was not less, to find that not a single article had been coiive} ed 
awa^ . The singularity of the circumstance induced him to report it 
immediately to his master and the latter causing it to be proclaimed 


LaiirS the brasier, or Loppetauiilh. 



iso 

r- f - 'l f 

A/H.' sk-ei througfiout the cit 5 ^ that the author of this proceeding'had his fre^ 
A. D. -869-^5 pardon, further announced that on repairing to the palace, he would be 
S'SbauJ' *^^®’^^"Suished by the most encouraging marks offavor. Yakub Laiss 
. ‘ hastened without the smallest apprehension to avail himself of the in- 

vitation ; and when the prince dem’anded what motive could have im- 
pelled him to abandon a prize so completely at his discretion, Yakub 
made a faithful disclosure of all that passed ; and was immediately 
enrolled among the Yessawuls, or exempts, employed about the person 
of the chief to convey orders to those acting under his authority. 

From this period, the advancement of Yakub proceeded with such 

I 

rapidity, that in a little time he became invested with the entire com- 
mand of the militar}'^ force of his'patron , and on the death or removal 
Yakub, 1st of of the latter, it is not exactly stated which, the soldiery put themselves 
tke Sfifandos. under his authority, and enabled him to take possession of Seiestaun 
for himself. After this, having successively made himself master of 
Herat, and Foshenje, he proceeded in two hundred and fifty-five 
through the desert into Farss , where he succeeded m surprising the 
lieutenant of Sheir^z, whom hehrought away with him a prisoner into 
Seiestaun. 

In two hundred and fifty-seven he further subjugated the provinces 
of Balkh and Tokharestaun ; and two years afterwaids, by the sub- 
mission of Mahommed the son of Taher, as we have recently seen, he 
extinguished at Neyshapur the power of that family, and became mas- 
ter of Khorassaun. In the two hundred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah 
he engaged in hostilities with Hussun the son of Zeid, the prince of 
Tebrestaun,whomhe defeated; but through theintenseness of the cold 
season, and a heavy fall of snow, which came upon them, he lost in 
the expedition, near forty thousand of his troops. In the two hundred 
and fifty first of the hidjerah, openly revolting against the authority of 
the Khahf Muatemmed, he seized the cities of Sheirauz andAhuauz; 
but advancing towards Ba^hdM, m the course of the follounng year, 
he was opposed and defeated, as formerly observed, by U1 Alowffek, 
^the Khahf’s brother. On the day of his defeat Mahommed the son of 
Teller effected his escape from captivity^ and sought an asylum wit^ 
Muatemmed. 
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Bcsuming bis design ngninst BngbdM, Yakub Lalss wason bis march A IJ. OGu-Ci*. 

to^^ards that metropolis, A^hcn, in the course of the two hundicd and A D. 878-8 Q> 

sixt\ -fifth of the Ilidierah, a fit of the colic terminated in death, his Kl'olawssut- 

, TT • , 1 111 ul-akhbaur. 

active and eventful career. He is said to have reigned in absolute 

sovereignty tor a period of eleven years ; and he has left among histo- 
rians, a character distinguished for sagacity of mind, for rigid and im- 
partial justice, and for unbounded liberalit3\ His numerous cavalry, 
are lepiesentcd, for the greater part, to have been mounted on horses 
fromhisown stables, and, to havebecii subsisted from his private treasury.' 

And as a proof of the bplcndorof liis equipage on particular occasions,, 
a thousand men in harness, chosen fiom the flower of his troops, with 
maces of gold on their shoulders, and the same number with maces of 
silver, are stated to have attended liis person on days of ceremony. He 
adjusted all difierences on his own personal investigation, and the 
dictates of his ow n judgment, and he confided his seciets to no human 
being; to which latter may be ascribed the success wdiich generally 
attended him in his undertakings His manneis and mode of life were 
at the same time so simple and frugal, that a peison, on some occasion 
or other, could not foibear expiessiiighis surprise that heshould pretend 
to sovereign pow'er ; wdieii all he perceived in his tent w'as confined to 
the coarse carpet on which he reclined, and the armour which he wore, 
bis answ er either implies that be the manners of their leader w'hat they 
mav, his followers w'lll always be found ready to obej" ; or that their 
conduct ivill ever be governed by the example of their chief. 

Omar the son of Laiss, the second of the Sufauriah or Shfarides, 
succeeded to the authoiity and fortunes of his brother. As an ex- 
pedient to consolidate his power, he detei mined how^everon opening a 
negociation w itli the court of INIuatemmed, and wuth suitable presents ' 

to appease the resentment of that monaich An agent w'as accordingly Omah, lid of 
dispatched to apologise foi the conduct of his predecessor All this Siafandes, 
•was favorably received by the Khaleifah , and a patent tor the govern- 
ment of Khorassaun and Farss, wuth that of Isfahaun and Seiestaun, 

I 1 ' 

W'as soon afterw'aids transmitted to Omar Laiss. Thus confirmed in 
his authority the lattei now' proceeded toKazvein , and fiaving arranged 
his interests in that quai ter, die repaired, m the course of the tw'o liun- 
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A. H.’ 267-87. drerl and sixty-seventh of the Hidjerah, to Sheirauz ; and having estab« 
A lished his agents throughout Farss and the territory of Isfehaiin, 

Kholaussut- returned into his'native province of Seiestaun.' ' ' ' ’ 

In the course of two hundred and seventyvone, the Klialif M^iatem- 
med, however, prevailed upon by the complaints of the inhabitants, 
withdrew fiom Omar Laiss his Warrant for the government of Khor- 
assaun, and an army was dispatched from Baghdad to commence hos-^ 
tilities against that chief ; who was ultimately defeated by the Khalifs 
troops.’ Nevertheless, an insurrection having been set on foot in favor 
of Mahommed the son of Zeid, the Fatimite prince of Tebrestaun, m 
the two htindred and seventy fourth of theHidjerah, by Raufha the son 
df Harethmah, or 'Haisamah, the' arms of Omar Laiss ajDpear to havo 
been directed in supporVof the Khalifs authority , and to, have been 
so employed, until' the year two hundred and eighty-six, when the in- 
suigent becoming the prisoner of that chieftain, was by him conveyed 
in fetters to-Baghdad. From all which it is to be inferied, that a good 
understanding uuth 'that court had been by some means oi othei res- 
tored. But in the course of two hundred and eighty-seven, we find 
Ameir IssmaUiLtheSamaunian, at the head often thousand horse, the 
greater part of whom with wooden stirrups, crossing the Jeyhun at 
the lequest ofthe Khalif Muatezzed, to attach the power of Omar Laiss. 
The latter opposed him with seventy thousand cavalr}'- When the 
aimies were drawn out for battle, however, the horse which earned 

, ; * t 

Omar becoming restiff and unmanageable, took fright, and bore his rider 
directly into the ranks of the enemy. This was followed by the entire 
defeat of his tioops, and a complete victory on the part of Afneii Iss- 
mauil, to whom the son of Laiss became now a prisoner. 

In this state he had been conveyed to one of the tents ofhis'conqueror; 
from whence, observing one of his former domestics, who was passing 
by, he called to him to bring him something to eat Having procured 
a piece of butcher\ meat, the boy, for want of other utensils, put it into 
a brass cover; used in ablutions, and kindled a fife’ under it. WhiTe 
he went in search of something to season it, a dog entered ;■ and thrust- 
ing bis nose 'into the bioth, which was by this tune boihng hot, 
scalded his teeth, and was endeavoring to withdraw his head, when 
^ome Avay oi other it became fixed lu Llie handle of the coverv and he»- 
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rfln oiT\Mtli the utensil suspended tolusneck. Amused by theacci-'A. H. 2ST. 
dent, Omar Laiss buist into a loud fit of laughter , and oneof his guards P 
demandiniruhat, in sucha situation, could affoid hiinsubject ofmiith? 
he replied that on the morning ol that day only, the purveyoi of his 
kitchen had complained to him, that it uas with no small difficulty a 
train of three hundred camels could convey his cooking furniture, “I 
“ now pcrccrvc” said lie, that a single cur can remove it u ith all the 
“ case in the world ” 

Alter a detention of some davs. Amcir Issmauil sent his captive to 
Baghdad, where he was condemned In iNIuatezzcd to the confinement 
in which he ullimateh peiished. alter having exercised the powers of 
royalty, for a period ol neailv three and twenty years. Omar, or as 
he is occasionally denominated, Amru Laiss, has been stigmatized as 
an oppressu c and sanguinary t\ rant, ever covetous ol the wealth accu- 
mulated by his ministers, and ol all w hoseived about his person : and, 
as an illustration, w e are told that he should ha^ e one day called before 
him Mahommed the son of Beshcii, of all others the most distinguished 
in his confidence, and to have proceeded to tax him w'lth some offence 
ofw Inch he alleged him guilty. Aw arcofhisobject, the minister, instead 
of w asting his breath in useless assertions of innocence, began to 
protest that in all the w orld he was worth no more than fifty purses of 
gold; all of which he was, however, ready to consign to the custody 
ofbis treasurer, if foi the future he w'ould engage not to suspect him 
of uncommitted crimes. “ Thou hast given me a decided proof,” 
observed the t> rant, “ that of all the men of this age, thou art the most 
“sagacious .” directing his treasurer,however, to take charge ofthegold; 
though he further expressed himself highly delighted wuth this dis- 
creet sacrifice on the part of his obsequious minister. 

On intelligence of the defeat and captivity of Omar Laiss, his 
grandson, Taher the son of hlahommed, the third of the Sufauriah, 
proceeded, with the concurrence of the piincipal inhabitants of Sei- 
estaun, to take possessionof the throne of his grandsire. In the two Taher, Ill<t 
hundred and eigbty-ninth of the Hidjerah, he successfully invaded |”dlas^oftbe 
Farss, and established his autliorit}'^ over the wdiole of that province. 

But the very next }ear, Segry, a slave of his grandfather’s, revolting 
against him, he was defeated and made prisoner by that insurgent, 
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A H. 290. together with his brother Yaki!ib. They were both conveyed to 
^ Baghdad. T^her was the last of the descendants' of Baiss, who exer- 

Sibbau*^"^ cised the sovereign power, which continued in his hands for about six 
' years , the wretched attempts made for a few days, on the extinction 
of his government, by a brother of the name of Maaudil, and a cousin 
germ'an of the name of Laiss the son of Ally, terminating without suc- 
cess. The power of the Shfauriah appeais^to have subsisted altogether 
for about forty yeais. 

The attention of the reader will be now directed to the origin, and 
establishment of the race of Saman ; a line of princes destined to act 
51 far more conspicuous part, on the theatre of the Persian empire, 
than any of those who have hitherto claimed his notice, within the 
limits of the present chapter. 

A H 202-5. It appears on competent authority, that while the Khalif U1 M^- 
. 817 20 . kept his court at Meru, a certain Assud the son of Saman, of the 
stock of Behram Tchoubein, repaired to his presence, accompanied 
by his four sons , and had tlie good fortune to be admitted to a con- 
siderable share of that prince’s favor. On the death of then father, 
and the departure of U1 Matniin for Baghdad, when thegoV-emmentof 
Origin of the Khorassaun was vested in Ghassan, or Ghessan, the son of Ebbaud, he 
raceof Saman. received it in charge from his sovereign, to be particular m promoting 
the advancement of the sons of Assud , and in conformity with these 
instructions, the subordinate government ot Samarkand was then con- 
ferred upon Nouh, the elder of the brothers , that ofFerghaunah was 
allotted to Ahmed , that ofShaush, and Osinishnah to Yaheya, and the 
city of Herat became the lot of Eleyas the fourth son of Assud. 

On the removal of Ghessan to make room for the race of Tahei, about 
the two hundred and fifth ofthe Hidjerah, his successors forbore to make 
apy change in the destination of the four brothers , but Nouh the son 
of Assud dying in the time ofTellahah the son of Tahei, the govein- 
ment of Samarkand was committed, by that piince, to Yaheya and Ah- 
med, the second and thud ofthe brothers Of these, Ahmed possessed 
a distinguished reputation for his justice and piety, and he had seven 
sons whose names were as follow^s JS^cfisci, Yahiih, Yaheya-, 

Tssmaial, Isshauk or Isaac, and Hameid. lo the foimei of these, 
■when, after the exercise of lus authority for a few days only, he re- 
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tired to fi state of seclusion, Ahmed resigned the government of Sa« A H. 2Sl. 
in.ukand. A D 075« 

AVhcii, in the course of the year two hundred and sixty one, Yakiib 
Laiss had a^ ailed himself o( the declining power, and degeneracy of the 
race of Tahci, to extend his usurpations into Khorassaun, a patent,' 
or mandate for the government of Maur-un-neher, the country on the 
"other side the Oxtis, uas dispatched by the Khahf hlflatemmed, to 
this Nassci the son of Ahmed the Samaunian , whochusingto fixthe 
scatof his authority at Samarkand, deputed his brother Issmauil to pre- 
side at Boklkiia. In the pioccbs of no very long time, some misunder- 
standing being, how ever, produced betw ecu the brothers, by the ill 
oilices ot malignant men, thev hastened to decide their ditfercnces in 
the field of battle. The ^ oungei brother, Issmauil, was victorious, 
andNasser became his prisonei , but contrary to what might have been 
expected, he experienced the most generous tieatment fiom his con- 
queror, who caused him to be reconducted to Samarkand with every 
testimony ofrcspect , and w'lth the declaration, that he should continue 
to hold the government of Bokh^ira as his lieutenant only Ameir 
Jvasser d^ mg in the latter end of the tw'o hundred and seventy-ninth'* 
of the Hidjerab, Issmauil then became sole and absolute governor of 
]\Iaur-un-neher ; and has therefore been propel ly considered by histor- 
ians as the first in order ol the monarchs of the race ofS&^man. 

IssAiAUiLthe sonof Ahmed, first of the race of Saman, when seated 
on the' throne of ro3^altv, is said to have exhibited to tlie world a noble 
example ofjustice and moderation. Having, as w^e have already' seen^ 
defeated and taken prisoner the usurper Omar Laiss, and sent him a 
captive to the court of the Khahf Muatezzed, he received from that 1st 

prince m return, wuth the most costly and magnificent dresses of honor, Bokhara, of the 
a patent for the government of all the provinces latel}”^ held by the same Siman, 

usurper, including Seiestaun, Khorassaun and Mazanderaun, Rey and 
Isfahaun The Khalifas dispatches ivere received on this occasion by 
Issmauil, ivith demonstrations of singular respect Hehumbled himself 
as he put on each separate dress of honor, in twm prostrations of prajmr 
in token of his gratitude, and bestowed upon the bearer of tlie patent, 
a donation of seven hundred thousand dinaurs -j*^ 

* A. D. 892. *320,8331. 6s. 8d, 
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On tlie autliorlty ofisizam-ul-Mulk the Tussitc, it Is affirmed, that 
on the defeat and capture of Omar Laiss, Ameir Issmauil proceeded 
to enquire after the treasures of his captive , and having failed in the 
discovery by other expedients, demanded of him in person m heie they 
had been deposited The ansiver was, that they had been committed to 
the care of one of his relatives of the name of Saum ; by m horn, in all 
probability thej’- were conveyed to Hcrkt. On this information Iss- 
mauil conducted his troops before that city , and the inhabitants having 
surrendered on express stipulations to his mercy, he hastened to re- 
quire, from thekinsman of Omar Laiss, that account of his mastei ’s trea- 
sures^ Inch his information hadled him toexpect, butwithoutsiiccess. 
In the mean time, the necessities both of his officers and tJieir followers 
bad become extremely urgent; and it was intimated to him, bv some 
of his confidential fi lends, that the city of Herat, and the adjoinino- tci- 
ntory, contained an immense population , and that if from every com- 
petent individual, a conti ibution were levied of only one mcskal, about 
a dram and a half, of gold, he Avould be able to raise a prodigious sum 
of money, to- the entire and ample iclief of his army The virtuous 
Issmauil, y ith a rectitude which reflects unfading lustre upon his me- 
mory, rejected without hesitation, the iniquitous proposal, observing in 
reply, that he had pionnsed to this people his protection, and that no- 
thing should induce him to extort from them the smallest article of 
their propert3^ Tiien, lest any further corrupt suggestion of the 
principle of evil might be urged mth him to infringe his capitulation, 
be withdrew in haste fiom bcfoie Herat, and encamped at a consider- 
able distance from it. IJis generals, nevertheless, again assailed him 
on thesame subject, wlicn headdressed them intliesemcmorahlcv ords. 
“ That J3cmg, wlio Mith the scourgeot liis dcstmj', impelled the horse 
“ of Omar Laiss to place his rider at lu} disposal, is also able tosupjily 
“the wants, and repair the equipments ot my soldiers, vithont the 
“guilt, on my part, of a breach of taith vith his creatures." Foi tins, 
bis just toibcarance, the reward soon followed 

One ot the ladies ot Ins fainih had taken off her nekJace of rubies, 
and 1. lid It on some conspicuous place, while cn)j)lo\ed on ‘<oinc 
business or otlier w Inch required her attention. A kite, which was 
bo\eriiig near, taking the rubies lor pieces of meat, iiiiinediately 
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pounced upon, and carried off the necklace. The domestics U’ho 
fortunately observed the robbery, hastened to take horse and watch 
the motions of the plunderer. After some time, the kite let drop 
the necklace from his talons, and it fell, as it happened, into a 
nciirbboring drau -u ell. One of the party, who had anxiously accom- 
panied the motions of the animal, descending into the u ell, discovered 
that it communicated, some way or other, AMth an inner cavern ; in 
uliich his attention was immediately attracted by a, number of chests 
piled together These he found, on inspection, to be entirely filled 
A\ ith gold and^ic'' els ; the treasure of Omar Laiss, conveyed thitherby 
Ins kinsman, as to a place of perfect security From this acciden- 
tal discovery, as if in just compensation for his scrupulous observance 
of the faith of treaties, the good Issmauil derived a far more abundant 
sipiply to satisfy the demands ofhis followers, than could have arisen 
from any unv arrantable contribution, which he might have imposed 
upon the defenceless inhabitants of Herat. 

Ameir Issmauil survived his triumph over Omar Laiss, for some- 
thing more than seven years, during uhich he continued to govern 
uith equal glory to himself and advantage to his people , until the 
middle of the month of Suffur, of the year tuo hundred and ninety- 
fivc.'^vhen, at the age of sixty, he withdrew to the regions of eternal 
bliss. 

Abu Muxusser, or Nasser, Ahmed, the son of Issmauil, second 
of the Samanides, ov race of Sainan. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of his father at Bokhara, im- 
mediatcl}^ on the demise of the departed monarch ; and u^as confirmed 
in his roA al dignity by letters patent, and a standard, transmitted for, 
that purpose by tbe Khalif iSlukteffy BTllah. 

About five years after liis accession, namely, in the three hundredth 
of the Hidjerah, Omar the sonof Yakfib, the great grandson of Omar 
Laiss, revolted in Seiestaun ; and seized and imprisoned Munsur the 
son of Isshauk the Samaunian, the lieutenant of the province , on 
AAhich a considerable force was dispatched, by Ameir Ahmed, under 
Hussey ne the son of Ally, to restore his authoiity in that country. 
After sustaining a siege of nine months in the capital of Seiestaun, the 
insurgent Avas compelled, either by his fears, or by extreme distress, to 
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A. 11. 300. implore for mercy : and on surrendering the city, and putting himself 
i«to the hands of I-lussc 3 me, he was, .together with Eben HetTaurhis- 
uVakhbaur' associate, conducted a prisoner to Bokhara. The govern- 

ment of Seiestaun n’ns now conferred, by 'the Samanian monarch, 
on Semjiir Dowauty. 

lYhile engaged on a hunting-party, 'in the course of the year thiec 
hundred and one, Ameir Ahmed had given orders, on quitting one of 
his encampments, to set fire -to the spot; when he received intelligence 
from Jurjaun, that Hussun, the son of Ally-'ul-iitrusli (the deaf) tlic 
Fatimite, liad expelled his^lieutenaut fiom Tebrestaun, and made him- 
self master of that province. On this information, Ahmed is said to 
have been atfected to such a degree, as to have impiously ejaculated, 
“ if it was the will of God that the territory of Tebrestaun should dc- 
“ part from under his authority, to give him death and immediatelv" 
returning on his steps, encamped on the same ground which he had 
just given orders to set fire to. Men of intelligent minds converted the 
circumstance into an omen which boded no good, and it accordingly 
fell out, that some of his domestic slaves, at this verj'^ ciisis, offended 
at their exclusion fiom those assemblies which their sovereign occa- 
sionally held, n ith the learned and ingenious individuals who frequented 
Ills court, seized then opportunity; and, on Thursday the twenty- 
third of the latter Jumniaud}^'^ entering the tent of Ameir Ahmed, 
there treaclieiouslj'^muidered their benefactor. Some of the assassins 
were laid hold of the next da}’’, and cut to pieces by the nobles, who 
conveyed the bod}'" of their sovereign to the capital of Bokhara for in- 
terment. Subsequent to his death, w'hich took place in the seventh 
3 car of his reign, the title of Ameir-Slieheid, the martyred Ameir, w as 
bestow ed upon this prince. 

Abul Hussux Nasseh, more frequently written iMunusscr, the 
son of Ahmed, thud of the Samanides. 

Having ascended the throne of his father at eight years of age, the 


KAssrr.IIId cle\ation of this prince excited at first but contemptible cxpertations 
cfilic-.jv minds of the people; bvwhom it was generally remarked, tliat 

w hen tlic 3 considered tlicprctensionsofhisunclc Issliauk, thepatnarcli 


January 23riJ, 01 1, 



239 


or "cnior. oflhc house of .''.’uunn, u lio u as in possession of the govern- 
nionl of Samark.uul, it uas not chnicult lo prognosticate the degree 
of pou ci to u inch such a minor ould he suficred to attain. The dis- 
pose ofc\ cuts h.Hl,ho\\ c\ cr, ordained that this same dcs[)ised stripling, 
\\ho ultimately rccei\cd the title of Aineir Sacid, the august Ameir, 
should, in the sequel, attain to the most cxMltod rank among the poten- 
tates of the earth. 

In the early part of his rei'jn, theaflairs of the go\crnment had been 
necessarily committed In Aineir Xasser, uith the dignity of Vczzcir, 
to the discretion of Aha Alnlullnli Mahommed the son of Ahmed, and 
Isshauk the Samnunian liaMiic:, as it was foiesc('n, approached Bo- 
khara, with designs hostile to his nephew ’s aiithoriU, a general of the 
nnnu' of Ilaminah was soleetod to command the army employed to 
ojiposc him Being Iw icc defeated In this comm.indcr, and compelled 
after hi>, last disconifiturc to fls for shelter to Samarkand, the iniadcr 
was pursued thither h\ IIatnu\ali, who appeal" to ha\e entered that 
metro]Ktlis w ithout resistance. A rigid search was iinniediatelv set 
on foot in order to disro% er the retreat of Isshauk , w ho, at last ^ lelding 
to his fears, delivered hiinsoll up to the nn*rc\ of the conqueror, hy 
whom he was coinc\ed without delay to Bokhara, wlieic he termin- 
ated his da\s in apiisoii. 

A "lave ol Yussufthe son of Ahi-ul-.Sau|c, of the namcof F.\cik, har- 
inc:rc\oltcd against the authontv of the Khalif Muktedder, in the 
course of the', car three hundred and thirteen,* and seized the city and 
teintorv of Rc\ . Ameir Nassci rcecuod that monarch’s instructions to 
proceed against the insurgent The rebel I'aeik wms expelled from his 
nsmpalioii':, apparently without difficulty, and Ameir Nasser haMng 
continued m lhatquartcr lor twomonths, Iclt the piovmceon liis de- 
parluie, lo the carcof Scmjur IDowauty, already noticed in a preced- 
ing page. 

On the authority of the Tankh gilzcidah, it is now’ described that 
IMakan the son of Kaukv, perhaps Kauly, one of the teudatones ofthe 
piinccs of the race ofBuvah, invading Khorassaun, in the three hun- 
dred and twenty ninth ot the Ifidierah, Amen Nassei dispatched 
ag*ainst him. Ally one ot his principal generals , by w hom that chief 
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A. H. 329 . was defeated and killed, and the event announced to his sovereign in 
.f; a note of singular brevity. Wa-Makuna-saur-laKsmehic. 

SakSur' commencment of the year three hundred and thiity one, 

however, the respectable Ameir Nasser was^smitten bj'-a stroke of the 
palsy. While he suffered under this affliction, he caused an apartment 
' to be constructed immediately before the entrance of his palace, to be 
called the bouse of prayei , in which, iff vestments of purest white, and 
in acts of devotion to his maker, he passed the greater part of the re- 
mainder of his days , until, in the month of Rudjub of the same year,^ 
he was received into the bosom of divine meicy. He died at the early 
age of eight and thirty, aftera prosperous reign of thirty years, distin- 
guished for his clemency, Iiberalitj’-, beneficence, and justice, and not 
less^by the exemplary piety, and blamelessness, of his life and manneis. 

Nouh the son of Nasser, fourth ofthe race of Shman, with the en- 
tire concurrence of the militarj'’ chiefs, and other nobility of Bokhara, 
proceeded to seat himself on the throne of his father; selecting Abul 
FazzelMahoinmed, the son of Ahmed for the post of Vezzeir, to assist 
him in the management of affairs. About the close of the thiee hun- 
dred and thirty second of the Hidjerah, duiinghis residence at Merfi, 
"Nouh gave protection to Washmagueir the son of Zebaur, who had 
withdrawn fiom Tebiestaun , and who, experiencing from the Sam- 
aunian on this occasion a distinguished and welcome reception, re- 
turned at theheadof a body of troops, furnished by that prince, towards 
Jfirjaun ; and having wrested that teintory from Hussun the son of 
Feyrozan, took secure possession of the government for himself. 

Here the good fortune of Ameir Nouh seems to have terminated ; 
since from this, period his reign appears to have been exposed to all 
the mischiefs of dissenssion, revolt, and civil war. In three hun- 
dred and tliiity four,'!' Abfi Ally the son of MahommedMehtauje, who 
administered the goveinmentof Rey, revolted against his authority; 
and having raised his uncle Ibrauhini, the son of Ahmed the Samaun- 
ian, to the royal dignitj”-, proceeded to invade the province of Khorass- 
niinJ On intelhgenceof this event Ameir Nouh quitted Bokhfira, and 
hastened across'the Jeyhun to Meru ; wdiere, on the approach of tlie 
enemy, the greater part of his troops faithlessly deserted his standard^ 
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and \\cr.l over to ndvcrsaric'?. In con*:cqupncc of tills, he nas 
roini'vllcd torccro-^s llic.To\l\un in a ‘Single boat, to a\ old, or abandon 
lus ca])H.il, and make the bc^t of bib May (o Samarkand. The }ear 
iollowine:. afiei lakiii" entire pos'^c'^bion ol Kliora<;‘;niin, AIiii Allyad- 
Aanred lo Jlokli ra, and there proclaimed tkc authority oflbranhim. 
Hut ‘-nme c\ il tlibpo«ed per'^nii liaMiig auakened a jealousy in bis mind, 
against the lubinimeut of lii'^ ambition, Abu Ally, '^horlh after this, 
Mithdreu into Tiiikestauu orwobiern Tartary , and Ibraulnm bccom- 
inrr uiiecjual to the rau’b ol ro\ alt\ , Anieir A'ouh embraced the oppor- 
tuniti ol returuiiie: towards luikb.’ira. where an aecommodatioii was 
brought about In tlu' nobh"? I>elw cen the uncle and nephew. By this 
It wasarrantjed that Ameir Aoub shoidd retain the '^o\ ereign autbor- 
it\. uul that the suiiermtt'iulance of the armies shonhl lie \csted in 
Ibraul'im. 'lliei\>o pum I's llu n loined, ami directed the whole of 
their attention to oppose, and defeat the hostile dcs'gns ofAhuAlly, 

IjQlliunitid till \ pun I ( 1 , how c% or unequal to a contest w ilh that 
w arbkc clneltain w ho after a sniiial \ ii lor\ o\ ci the tw o pnnccs, again 
took possession ol Bokli ra , w here he now iincsted Mahommed the son 
ol Nasser fhehioiherof .Vmcir Xouh, w ith the honors of royaltv. But 
still concen 111*1 an appiehonsion of the ho<^(de disi 50 sition of the no- 
bles ol Bokhara AIui Ally lelt that < it\ . and retired to 'rchcghaunian ; 
while Amoir N'ouli hastened. In nnilation of the same nobles, to 
reMsit his capital, into n liieh he was triumphaiitlv reconducted by 
Ibraulnm, and Ins brothel Abu .laufiei. and once more firmlv re-estab- 
lislicd on the throne of Ins ancc'.tois. lie determined, howe^er, oa 
tins occasion, to secure Inmsclf ag.iiusl all further competition on their 
pait, by immediatclv scaling the e\cs of bis uncle Ibraubim, and of 
both his brothers, M.diommcd, and Abu Jaufler. 

In the three bundled and tliirtN ninth of the Hidierah,"'^ a correspon- 
dence took place w Inch terminated in an accommodation betw een Aineir 
iSouh, and Abu Ally, AmeirKouh condescending to foigive the past, 
and iiiMting Ins lebellious feudatory to accept the government of Khor- 
assaun,ofw Inch hew as accordingb’^put in possesion. In thieehundred 
and fort\-two, in conjunction with Ifasluna'jueir the son of Zebaur, 
the same Abu Allv conducted a force tow ards Rev, in order to oppose 
the designs otRokken-ud-doulab theDej lemite, butha^ ingconcluded 
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A. H. S42 a treaty of peace wth-t^iat prince^ on his engaging -to remit ^inniially 
to the exchequei of Ameir Nouh the sum of two himdred thousand 

Slktor!' return from the expedition, accused to Ins 

sovereign by Washmag;ueir, of having from a motive of corrupt and 
.improper partiality, consented -to a peace with the Deylemite, ulien 
he had a fair opportunit 3 >^ of destro} ing his power. In consequence of 
this accusation, Abu Ally was once more exposed to the displeasure 
of Ameir Noiih ; by whom he was immediately superseded in the 
government of Khorassaim, which was now transferred to another 
chief of the name of Abu Saeid. Abh Ally, on Ins part, u ithdrew to 
Ilej", and was there admitted by RoLken-ud-douiah, among the most 
, distinguished of his followers. 

Soon after this, m the formei Rebbeia of the three hundred and 
fort 5 "-thircl of the Hidjerah,-]* and m the thiiteenth year of an eventful 
and turbulent reign, Ameir Nouh took his departure for a better u orkl. 
jie bore also thetitleofAmeirHameid. — the laudable or well approred. 

Abul Fouauress (father of chivalry) Abddl.melek, the son of 
Is ouh, fifth of the race of Saman. 


This prince, through the influence and exei tionsofBukkerthe son of 
Mfilek, and ultimately u ith the concurrence of the nobles of Bokhara, 
succeeded to the throne of his father lie uas engaged in fiequcnt 
hotihties with Rokken-ud-doulah the Deylemite , but aftei cmplos ing 
Abdulmelev, several armies in vain to reduce his pouer, he consented at last to 


Vth of the race 
Saman. 


a treaty of peace with that prince. It was during the reign of Ab- 
dulmelek the Samaunian that, raised from the lou cst condition of ser- 


vitude to the most exalted distinctions of the state, Alcptekkem, or 
Alputtekcin, was advanced to thegot ernmentofKhoiassaiin , and there 
amassing prodigious wealth, and apph ing that uealth to engage a 
numerous tram of follov ers in hisser\icc, became iiltimatelv too 
pow erful forhis mastci . This v as the patron of Sebcktekein the lather 
ol the celebrated klahmud ofGhezniii. 

Ameir Abdulmelck, vho bore dining life the additional title nl 
MucmuI, covJnmicU and after his death that of Moufh L. /^ro7;o e/is 
recencd,in thecoui-seof the three huinlred and filtieth ol the Jlidjei.ih, 
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■a dangevous fall fiomliis boVse, Mobile engaged in the favorite Persian A. H. 350. 

game, of Gfii Tcboiigan, or horse-Goff; of which he died in a Very A D 96i. 

shdrt time, after a reign of something more than seven years. Kliolsvussut- 

^ ul-aknbaur. 


Abu Sabah Munsur the son of Nonh, sixth of the race of S^man. 


It would appear that on the death of Ahdulm^lek, an agent had been 
dispatched by the nobles of Bokhara, into Khorassaun, to demand df 
AlpHttekcm, vho had by this time become almost absolute master of 
that powerful province, which of the race of Saman he conceived wor- 
thiest of the succession •, but before the messengei could return with 


the replv of that chief, that Munsur was too much of a stripling,- and 

that in his judgment their choice should be fixed upon one of his urt- 

cles, the puncipal gcneials and nobility had unitetl in favor of the same 

hlunsur, whom they had accoiclingly proclaimed in the loom of his 

deceased brothel. In consequence of his apprehensions of the lesent- Moxsua.Vtth 

mentof the young monaich on this account, Alputtekein determined 

1 , , , , , , S^man. 

to disobey the summons v\ inch he received to lepair to Bokhc'ira ; and 

soon atteiwards breaking out into open rebellion, withdrew towards 
Gheznln, accompanied by a body of thiee thousand of his own disci- 
plined slaves, 01 hlaumluks' with whose assistance betook possession, 
sv Old m hand, of thatcity and the wholeoftheadjoining territoiy. The 
government of Khorassaun was now tiansferred to Abul Husseyne 
Semjur , but though an army was twice dispatched to chastise the de- 
fection of Alputtekein, it returned as often repelled by the skilful val- 
our of that successful adventurer and his followers. 


In the year three hundred and fifty three, Kholf the son of Ahmed, 
descendedby the mother-side from the Sfifauriah or race of Laiss, being 
compelled by the revolt of one of his-princq^al subjects, to abandon 
thepiovinceof Seiestaun, now sought the assistance of Ameir Munshr ; 
and receiving from him an ample supply of troops and treasure, was 
enabled to return m. triumph to his capital, and to resume with addi- 
tional lustre, his authority in the teiritory of Neimrouz. This Kholf 
the son of Ahmed is represented, at the same time, as equally adorned 
and distinguished, by his acquirements in all the learning of his age 
and country, by the liberality and benevolence of his mind, and by 
his unbounded pationage of genius and science however exhibited. 
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Under the three hundred and fiftj- sixth of the Hidjeiah, we find re- 
corded the death of 'Washmagueir, prince of Jurjaun , nho was suc- 
ceeded, by his son Beisettoun, as will be again noticed in a future 

page. About the same period, through themediation of AbuIHusseyne 
Senijur, a treaty was concluded between Ameir iMunsur, and Rokkeu- 
ud-doulah the Deylemite ; by which the latter submitted to pay 
into the treasury of the Samaun]an,an annual tribute of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dinaurs of srold.’’^ 

*• j 

After a generally successful reign of fifteen years, the death of Ameir 
I\Iunsur IS recorded to have taken place on the eleventh of Rudjub of 
the three hundred, and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah f lie bore uhile 
living the additional title of Ameir Mue\ ud, the conjii med^ which uas 
tiansmuted after death into \\r\e\r Seddeu — the prince who resides in 
heaven, in the mansion of Gabriel. 

AbulKaussem Noun the lid, son of Munsur, and seventh of the 
race of Saman, ascended the throne of his father without opposition , 
and evinced no less discrimination than prudence, in bestouing the 
office of^'ezzeir on Abul Hussey ne Utteba, equally distinguished by 
his virtues, and his consummate abihtie-^. 

At a ver}’’ early period of the reign of Ameir Nouh the second, Al- 
puttekein died in possession of Gheznin, and uas succeeded by bis 
slave Sebektekcin,orSebekteguin,thefather ofthc celebrated .Mahmud, 
And in three hundred and sixty si.v, Kabouss the son of irashnia- 
gueir became prince of Jurjaun, on the death of his brothci Beisettoun. 

Aboutfive years afterwaids, namely in the three hundred and seventy 
firstof the IIidjcrah,+ AineirKouli finding it expedient to remm c Abiil 
Husse\ne the Semjuiite from the government of JHiorassann, and to 
confer that province upon Abul Abbas Tali';!!, ''Ometnnes entitled 
Hussaum-ud-doulah, the degraded lieutenant ascribed his ‘Jupcrsessicni 
either to the calumnies, or ill offices of Abul ffiisscyne the Vc/zeir, 
and immediately entering into a conspiracy uith I'aeik, u Jio had been 
some time enrolled among the principal officers of Ameir Xouli, re- 
sohed on the desti uction of that able and faithful minister. '1 his, 
throiwh the treachery of some of the shoes %Gioin tljc\ suborned to 
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OiT' r\rrm.Mn of tin ir tl* ■'ii-n. iIk n found it no irmat ditllculu to nr. 
runi]di^li. In tlu' ni< m timv' Amv ir Nouh. * nliht tod In tlio 

It''-- «tl ii,'' ni’untor .muI rfit'ndod 1»\ tin' flariui: unolrnrc tliu>^ o\(‘r- 
« m d ,\i_.’in-t hn avitin'iiiv. dnj'.ilf In <! \o Xr\ t-iKipur, rt-(iuinntr tlie 
nrint di Ut' I'll ''Oin t of nu-''-.nnn-ud-don!ali in ouli r to Jn'-nt linn in 
.otiiLinii: till' injiirv ] 1 ii— min-ud-doul.di lop.uif d Mitlimit delay to 
In'llin 1 and all tlio-o ol tlio iminlt ror- ni tin' nnrortunate ^ e/7eir 
^\llo^ll lu'<i>\ild la\ liainK en. u<rt '■jioedilN roimuoied to tln'a^\llll 
‘-tilitndt' t'f tin' uroe '1 lu \'n.'-aurnt u as then tonlorrotl on Abul 

1 ] ii--t \ I’e M( . 

hiK' 1 Im'- Miin-inl-tViiilali T ui'-li n'lnaiiuil at Indvliaiaon thnoc- 
ri-nm. Al'iil llu--t\netln '''< ininnte ii id 1 m eii di-p iti'liod nt the ni- 
si am ( ol A im ir X oiih in l.n ''it lo to the < njutal ol Xt, n si nin * hut lie 
no '•m>m r inuiid tiint iln'pro\nn( ol khora'-'-ann u a^- lelt tln(ui'j:h the 
nil'll lire ol it- i uU r. to jTt'i nh' tor iN ow n ih'lein (' than that rrirai tory 
( hu It mu nit f d into a lu -lu on-pirai \ with ]'a( ik .and, in conpiiirtion 
ith him ])i''( ei ded ninnedi Ui 1\ into ivhorns- uni, to oppo-e thcroturii 
ol I'aiuh I he latler I; "'ll nod iiow e\ »'i to iiiei't hu ad\ c r-anes , hut 
;ni iniai'enunlaldt a< < oinniodalioii l *knitr plare heiwerii tin' partn's, it 
Ma'' fniallv arranm d ih’t the < oiuinaiid ol the troo'is, and tiietro\crn- 
nniil of XX\>'hipiir '-hould continue as|ornn.il\, iMih Ahul Ahhas 
'i aii-li. 1 1 n—auni-ud-doulaii iiuhllc'ientls so railed . w ink the citv o^ 
I'.ilkh 'll a- ( cdi d to 1 ac ik. and that of Herat to the Si'injuntc. 

Xol loni: allcrward-. the' ^ i//aniut heiint traii-lerred h\ AineirX'ouh 
to Ahdiillah, or jicrhaps Alidiil i//i/, tlie new n.iinstcr. eiitertaniimr no 
ereat detrree ol roinplmemv lowauls Ilus-amn-ud-doniah I'ausli, 
‘'Oon jircoailed upon hi- -cuireiun ioreino\c that distnvjfni-l'ed com- 
mander Iroin In- c mplo\ iiKiit- , and to c onsijjn Ins ])o-t to Ahul 
ilus-oMie the Seinjunte, already Moceinnr ol Herat On tins 
Hiissanin-ud-doulali applied for assistance to Fakher-ud-doulah 
the DeHeiiiite, on whom, lu former services, he had laid some 
virv lastnic: obligations , and having obtained the support he sought 
for. immediatelv commented hostilities agnnst the Sem]uritc, But 
hrimr resolntclv ojiposcd hv that commander, in con)unction with his 
ns<;ociatc 1 aeik the gov ei nor ot lialkli, Ahiil Ahhas alter lepcated con- 
flicts was ultimatelv defeated, and compc'llcd to withdraw tor protec- 
tion to Ins tiicnd Fakher-ud-doulah , with whom he resided hence- 


A. II it-t 
\ D 9.11. 

Kim! iiisMil- 
ul-alvlib.uir. 



A t>.5?2 C, 
A.H 980-9. 

Kholdussut- 

■iil-altlibaui. 


forward, in a state of inactivity, and repose fiom the cares of ambition, 
until, in thethreehunclredandseventy ninth of the Hidjeralij a pestilen- 
tial disoider terminated his mortal existence. 

Abul Hnsseyne Mahommed, the Son oflbrauhimythesonof Semjur, 
of whom so much as been recently spoken, dying about this period, 
the government of Neyshapur, was confirmed, by Ameir Nouh, to his 
son Abfl Ally ; while that of Her^t was bestowed upon Fieik. 
But jealousies and animosities arising between these two rival 
chiefs, they soon proceeded to adjust their diffeiences by the sword. 
The issue was favorable to Abu Ally ; and ins antagonist retiiing to 
Meru-ur-rud, there assembled a fresh army; but instead of leading it 
to renew the contestwith his rival, hemaiched,withouttheconcurrence 
ofhis sovereign, directly towards Bokhara. Alarmed at this suspicious 
tnovement, Ameir Nouh on his part, sent two of his generals Eynaunje 
and Bekhtozun to give him battle. The refractory and seditious Fbeik 
was here again defeated , and making the best of his way to Termed, 
the principal pass on the main bianch of the Oxus, from thence opened 
a correspondence with Boghra Khaun, the monarch ofThrkestaufi ; 
whom he earnestly invited to undertake the conquest of Maur-im- 
neher. 

On the other hand, having rendered himself absolute in Khorassaun, 
Abh Ally the Seinjhrite, forgetful ofhis allegiance, and of the gratuit- 
ous favors of his sovereign, entered upon measures of similai hostility 
to the government ofhis benefactor. In prosecution of these hostile 
designs, letters were by him also transmitted to the same Khaun of 
Thikestaun, already mentioned, in which he proposed, that if that 
monarch would approach Bokhara, from the eastward, he would him- 
self advance to attack it from the side of the Oxus, further stipulating 
however, that when Ameir Nouh should be disposed of, the Khaun 
should be satisfied with thatpait of the dismembered teintoiy eastward 
of the Oxus, while the whole of Khorassaun should be vested with full 
sovereignty in himself. 

This application appears to have determined Boghra Khaun at once 
toadvanceagainstBokhdra; andEynaunje, who wasemployed toopposc 
him on the part of Ameir Nouh, having been defeated and taken pns- 
oner, that prince was consUamed by the urgency of the danger to o\ cr 
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loolx tlio loccut rolioUious nttf nipl ol Facik,nn(l to (li-^pntcli to Termed a TT '),^o 03. 
to mtreat his as<;ist.\nee. Such was the man whom lie now selected A.^) .qnoo3 . 
to mike head against the Khaiin oftlie w estorn 'kartars , and that per- KliolnusMit- 
fuhoiis I liicf proceeded aeeoulingl\ to Samarkand. On the appioacli 
of the 'I'artar monarch, he drew his troops out of that city for the 
purpose, as it might ha\ c hceii coneened, of giMiig battle , hut, before 
he could disf hare:e an airow in the faccof the enemy, he basely turned 
his hack, and withdrew to Bokhara, ll.nmg takim possession of Sa- 
markand, Boehia Kliaiin adianced without further obstacle, towards 
the metropolis of the race' ol S'unan. which w.is abandoned on his ap- 
proach h\ AnunXouli The fa]s(' J\uMk now w cut o\ er to the Kliaun, 
and hciny immedi.itih admiltid .imongst the most distinguished 
UK inhc'rsof his ( ourt, proc( cdedshoitl\ afterwards under his authority 
to preside o\ er the leiiitor\ of Balkh. 

Thus cxpelh'd from his cajuial, Amcir Nonh, disguising Ins ex- 
terior, hastened across the .lerhuii, and took ]iost at a place tailed 
Aimdshet, jicihaps the town of Amol on that iircr Here he was 
gradualh lomed hv his tioo]is, and found hiinscll after some delay at 
the head of a consider.ihle lorce In the mean tunc, the Khann of 
1 urkestaun, being alt, u ked by some malignant disorder, which he 
might h,uc ascribed to the climate, suddcnl\ adopted the le- 
Eoluiion ol returiiiiig to his natne counlr\, and died on his march. 
Oninltlhgcncc oi thisune.\]icctcde\cnt, AmcirNouh proceeded with 
infinite delight to repossess liiinsclf oi Bokh.'ua, and w as again restored 
to the tliione oi his aiiecstois In the midst oi the inceititudc and 
despondente produced b\ this diveisitx ofiortune, Abu All> the Scin- 
jinitc at last conceded the design oi dispatching an agmt to entreat 
loi his past ollcnccs, the lorgu encss oi an in]uiecl sovereign w hen hie 
gmI genius so ordered it that he should be loined b\ the rebel I'aeik, 
his late compelitoi , who had been compelled to fly before the tioops 
of Ameir Nouh,and w ho now eu■lplo^od w ith Abu All> such arguments 
as dissuaded him fiom his design, and pier ailed upon him once more 
to display the standard oidisloralty 

Aftersome deliberation. Amen Nouh determined in these circum- 
stances to dispatch to Gheznin, and demand th aid of Sebektekein ; 
and the application experienced from that able and W'aiiike chieitain. 
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an attention most flattering to the hopes' of the Sainauiiian. Sometfm^ 
in the three hundred and eighty fouith of the hid]erali, he set out from 
Gheznin, at the head of a powerful army ; and having on his ariival at 
Bokhara demonstrated for AmeirNouh every p^^ssible degree of zeal 
and respect, proceeded in conjunction with him, immediately m quest 
of the rebel associates The latter had by this timesecured the support 
of Fakher-ud-doulah the De^demite, and advancing from Hermit, aided 
by the leinforcements received from thatprince, appealed little disposed 
to avoid a battle. In the conflict which ensued, they were howeier 
totall}'’ defeated by AmeirNouh, and his powerful ally, and making the 
best of their way toNeyshapui, continued their flight, after leinainmg 
there a few days only, to Jurjaun , where they became content to eniol 
themselves in the tiain of Fakhei-ud-doulah Ameir Nouh evinced 
his gratitude foi this important senuce, by bestowing upon Sebektekem ^ 
the title of Nasser-ud-dein — defender of the faith, with eveiy possible 
maik of favor and distinction , while he conferred upon his son, the 
celebrated Mahmhd, with the titleofSejT ud-doulah — swoidofthestate, 
the supreme command of his armies, and the government of Kliorass- 
aun. Having reposed himself foi some time at Herat, Sebektekem, 
returned to Gheznin, and Mahmud repaired to the seat of Ins govern- 
ment atNe^'shapur. 

Having however contrived to laise a fresh army in Jiiriaun, Abd 
Ally and Fdeik, who have by some authois been considered ascliikl- 
ren of the same father, in the course of three hundred and eighty-five,''” 
like an unforeseen calamitj", appeared once more, undei the walls of 
Neyshapfir ; and pouring with irresistible fury into the eamp of Seyf- 
ud-doulali Mahmiid, compelled him to fl}'' vith considerable loss. 
But Ameir Sebektekem, with all the force he could assemble, soon 
afterwards entering Khorassaun, to the assistance of his son, and 
Faeik and Abu Ally hastening liom Ncyshapiir to oppose him, iha 
two armies came to a decisive battle in the neighboi hood of Tusse , m 
•w Inch 1 ictory declared for the standard of Sebektekem, w ith dreadml 
slaughter to his ad\eisaiies. Abu Ally and his associate sought a 
temporarv asGum m the fortress of Kolaut , from whence they were, 
in a vcr\ few da\s, lioweier, compelled to withdraw, and betake 
themseh es for a considerable period to a desultory aiitl wandering life. 

• A. D. 003. 
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At last they separated, Fleik directing Ins course towards the tem- 
tones ofEylek, the successor of BoghraKhaun ofTilrkestaun, and AbA 
Ally proceeding to Jiirjauniah, to implore the protection of MCimiin the 
son of jMahommed Fanghuny, prince of that countr}\ But before he 
could effect his escape to the residence of the chieftain whose protection 
he sought, Abil Ally m as seized at Hazaurasp, and detained a prisoner 
by Abu Abdullah, king of Kliaurezm. This dreAv upon the Khaur- 
ezmian the vengeance of hlamun, by whom he was immediately 
attacked, taken prisoiiei, and put to death. Having liberated the 
fugitive, and otherwise treated him with great kindness and respect, 
INIamun next employed his mediation with Ameir Nouh to obtain 
a pardon for the offences of Abii Ally ; in which, as far as appearances 
eould be trusted, he pre^ ailed. Abb Ally was invited to repair to 
Bokhara, and being induced to accede to the invitation, was compelled 
on his arrival in that capital, to take up his abode in a prison , and 
information of Ins being at last in safe custody, being conve 3 ’’ed to 
Ameir Sebektekcin, at this period residing at Meru, a request was 
transmitted from that prince that the prisoner might be consigned 
over to his care. To tins, if he vere e^’^en so disposed, Ameir Nouh 
vas not im circumstances to demur, and Abu Ally was accordingly 
removed to l\leru , and in the prisons of Sebektekein, from which he 
never escaped, niade some atonementfor 1ns disloyalt}" and ingratitude. 

More fortunate in his exertions, Faeik made good Ins retreat to the 
court of Eylek Khaun, whom, without much difficult}*, he'prevailed 
upon to resume the des.gns of Ins predecessor against the territorj' on 
the Je} him AmerrNouh, on Ins part, again solicited the aid of Sebek- 
tekein , who hastened without dela}'^ to Bokhara, to oppose the invader: 
but Ameir Nouh declining to quit Ins capital, to participate in the 
hazards of the field of battle, an incipient and unaccountable jealousy 
fastened on the mind of Sebektekein. In Ins measures to counteract 
the designs of the enemj’^ he neglected to exert his accustomed enei- 
gies, and he finall}’" concluded a dishonorable peace'; by vhich he 
consented that the able Faeik should be formally confirmed in the 
government ofSamaikand, and that all hostilities should here termin- 
ate on either side, 
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Amelr Nouli cloos not appear to have long survived these eventS^. 
His death took place m the month of Rudjub of the threehundred and 
eighty seventh of the Plidjerah,* the two and twentieth year of his 
reign. He has subsequently borne the title of Aineir Huzzy — the 
prince who is in paradise. 

Abul Hareth Muxsur the son ofNouh, eighth of the race of 
Saman, was seated on the throne ofhis father by the unanimous concur- 
rence of the Nobles of Bokhara. But Eylek Khaun of Turkestaiin, 
becoming apprized of the death of the late monarch, immediately 
marched for Samarkand, into winch he was triumphantly received by 
his adherent F.ieik. The latter proceeded shortly afterwards by the 
Khauli’s instructions towards Bokhara; winch Ameir Munsur, inca- 
pable ofresistance, abandoned at Ins approach, retiring across the Jey- 
hun. Having taken possession of the metiopohs, a belief was cncu- 
lated by Faeik, that, so far from entertaining any designs hostile to 
tJie person of hlunsur, he had appeared in that quartei for the purpose 
of suppoiting his authority to the utmost ofhis power, and of acquitting 
himself, with becoming zeal, of the obligations of good faith andlo^’alt}'. 
Aft6r some correspondence on the subject, Alunsur v as pievailed upon 
to return to BoklAra, where he permitted Faeik to assume to himself, 
the entire contioul of affairs, Bektouzun being invested by the latter 
with the government of Khorassaun, and the command ofthearmy. 

In the mean time Ameir Sebektekeinf had breathed his last at Ghez- 
nin , and his son, Seyf-ud-doulah Mahmud, ultimately succeeding to 
his authority, dispatched his agent to Bokhara to demand from Ameir 
iMunsurthe dignities, Inch he claimed by inheritance fiom hisfatiiei. 
As the post and honois to which he laid claim had been alrcadi' dis- 
posed of, bv the appointment of Bektouzhn, the application nas una- 
vailing, and the agent letiirned to his master, n lio immediatelr 
advancing at the head of his army to Neysl api'ir, soon aftei wards 
attacked, and defeated the ncu chief, wliohad been imprudentlyseJccted 
to supersede him. On intelligence of tins act of defiance to Ins author- 
itv, Amen IMunsur ciossed the Jeyhun fiom Bokliaia, and came to 
Serkhess, vlnlc Mahmud, from an alleged repugnance to incur the 
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f uiltofdisloyalh'nncl ingratitude, evacuated Ney'Cliapflr,and -u itlidrcw 
to Meru-ur-rud, not unfroqucntly railed Murghaub, bom the river on 
A\hicb it IS seated. AVhen he had however been permitted to enjoy 
his fancied pow'crs for about a year and sc^cn months, AmcirlNIunsur, 
in the middle of SufTur, ol the year three hundred and eighty>nine,* 
w’as suddenly divested of his precarious sovereignty, and deprned of 
sight, by the prime minister Kioik, and Bektouzun the general of his 
annics. 

Abdulmelfk the son of Nnuh, ninth of the race ofSaman. Imme- 

I 

diatcly on the dethronement of his hiother, this prince was prevailed 
tipon at the instance of Faeik ami Hektou/un, to undertake theaiduous 
responsibility of ro\al authorUy But as the iccent Molcnce of the 
two chiefs had furnished to Se\ f-ud-doulah jSIahinud a tavoiableop- 
portunitv oi disguminfi bis own ambitious designs, under the mask 
oi avenging the (ouse of an injured so\ereign, iliat pnnee no longer 
hesitated to ad\ance towards Meru Shahiahaun, the ancient capital of 
the province of Khorassaun, at the head ot a very formidable armj’’ 
Ills adv isaries attached, as they aflccted to be, to the stirrup of Ab- 
duhnelek, proceeded to meet the sou of Sebrktekein, amusing him at 
the same tunc with oveitiires towards an accommodation oftheir dif- 
ferences. Mahmud appeared at fust disposed to acquiesce in these 
pacific measures , but ofieuded at some indications of disicspect exhi- 
bited on their part, lie determined to break off the negociation, and 
to commit his fortune to the decision of the sword. A dreadful battle 
ensued, which terminated m favor of iSlahniud Abdulmelek and 
Faeik fled immediately toBokhaia , Bektouzun at first to Neyshapui, 
but after nimauiing at that place for a few' da%s, lie proceeded to join 
Ins unfortunate associates. The guilt of accumulated treacheiv at 
last arrested the career of Faeik, since he appears to have died soon after 
his return to Bokhara about this period. 

E^lekKliaun could not long continue an idle, or inactive spectator 
' of the distractions w Inch w'ere rending to pieces the superb and splen- 
did mheutaiice ofthe race ot SfiiTuui. Leaving his capital of Kasbghtu, 
■about the peuod under consideration, he directed hismarch for Bokh^tra. 
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A, H. 389. piitDlIsLing however to the world that his expedition was undertaken 
A D 999. £qj. express relief of x\bdulm61ek. And yet when, on Tuesday the 
^^^hbaur^' Zilkaudah, of the three hundred and eighty ninth of the Hid- 

jerah,* he entered the metropolis of the house ot S^man, his first ob- 
.ject appears to have been to secure the person of that unfortunate 
prince, who had absconded on his arrival , but who soon fell into the 
hands of the emissaries employed to discover his retreat. He was then 
conveyed m bonds to the cit}^ of Ouzkund, where he was ultimately 
destined to terminate his existencem captivity. 

Subsequent to this, Abu Ibiauhim Issmauil the son of Nouh, entitled 
Muntusser, having escaped from Bokhara, continued, fora period of 
nearly six years, to lead, with a handful of desperate adherents, a wan- 
dering and predatory life , and to infest, as opportunity offered, the 
boundaries of the various potentates, w'hose authoiity had been estab- 
IssMAuiL, son ^^shed on the dismemberment of the dominions of his ancestors; 
ofNouhlastof until in the former Rebbeia, of the three hundred and ninety -fifth of 
tjie Sdmanides. Hidjeiah,*|* ha was put to death, on his way from Nissa towards 
Bokhara, by Mahruy, one of the agents of Mahmud of Gheznin: 
thus fulfilling the destiny of the race ofSaman, after it had continued 
in power for about one hundred and twelve solar, or one hundred and 
sixteen lunar years; if we calculate from the period at which Ameir 
Issmauil the son of Ahmed, became sole goveinor of Mawur-un-neher 
in the latter part of the two hundred gnd seventy ninth of the Hidjerah. 

The narrative will be next devoted to describe the events which 
produced and attended the elevation to sovereign power, of the se- 
veral branches of the race of Buyah ; from the country, of their origin 
more frequently designated the Deyaulemah, or princes of Deylem. 

On the authority of many of the most respectable historians, it is 
stated that Abu Shuja Buyah, the founder of the family, was a man 
in moderate circumstances among the people of Deylem, a well known 
and almost inaccessible division of the province of Tebrestaun, part 
ot the ancient Hyrcania. He nevertheless boasted his descent trom 
Behramgour,oneof the most renowned of the ancient Persian monarchs. 
On this person heaven had bestowed three sons, each of v\ hom des- 
October 2Ist, A. D.9S0. f December, A. D. 1004. 
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(med, by a benevolent providence, to ascend to the most exalted rank A, H. ZB'u 
among the powersofthe earth. The names ofthese sons were Ally, Hus- A. D. 900. 

sun, and Alimed. , “utaur' 

Abu Shdja entertained for the mother of his children, an unbounded 
affection , and on her death became a prey to the most violent grief. 

A native of the same country, and an intimate acquaintance, of the 

name of Sheheryaur the son of Kustuni, on whose subsequent relation 

this part of the narrative is expiessly founded, proceeded to visit, and 

expostulate with him, on this unmanly surrender of Ins faculties to 

the dominion of an unavailing sorrow , and finally prevailed upon him 

to be an inmate in his family, until the violence of his affliction should 

become in some degree abated. AYliile he continued a guest at his 

fiiend’s, on this occasion, a man who professed some skill in astrolog}’’ on<^iu of ilie 

and the interpretation of dreams, chanced to call, m the way of his Dejlemitcs, or 

profession , and it occurred to Abil Shuja to describe to this wizzard, Buj-aU. 

the circumstances of a curious dream which had happened to him a 

few nights before In tins he had conceived that a prodigious fire issued 

from Ins navel,’** casting its light through the surrounding regions, and 

increasing m splendoi until it reached the skies it then separated into 

three distinct sections, attracting the wonder and adorrttion of whole 

countiies. and subject states The astiologer observed, that it uas m 

truth a verv singiflar dream ; but that he could not deliver a word m 

explanation, until hega^e him a horse and suit of apparel. Abu Shuja 

piotesting Ins inability to comply Mith such a demand, the astrologer 

abated in Ins fee to ten dinaurs, but this being also found to surpass the 

resources of^A-bu Shiija, he proceeded at last to state gratuitously, that 

Ins dream prognosticated the future dominion of his three sons, ulnch 

should extend to the v hole of the countries illuminated in the manner 

he had described' and that their renown should fill the earth “ My 

children” said Buyali “ are those whom thou seest before thee , and form v- 

“ self, I am but an obscure and indigent indnidual, by -w hat possible 

‘'force orcircumstaiiceisitthentobe imagined, that any children of mine 

‘‘ shouldei crattain to thedestiny, Mitli u Inch thou hast thought proper 

“ to flatter me ? It appears to me that thou art disposed to make a jest 

* LMCJitcm e.\M.r,tro i^uem. 
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*‘ofme. “Not SO by him that made us,” replied the astrologsf > ' 
“ acquaint mewith the period of thy children's nativity, in order that! 
-“may tal'ce a more debberate view 'of tlieir destiny.” Abh Shhja noA\r' 
communicated tlienecessai y information ; and the astrologer, having had 
lecoiiise to the mysteries of his art, proceeded to take the hand of the 
elder boy Ally ; and .kissing it pronounced that the sovereign power 
would fiist descend to this youth, the same that became afterwards 
entitled Emmaud-ud-doulah. In a similar strain he took the hands 
of Hussun and Ahmed, the future Rokken, and Mhezz-ud-doulah,- 
declaring,' that to them also was allotted a share in the splendid and 
auspicious destm jmf their bi other. 

After this, it is not very surprising that the ambition of power should 
have been deeply implanted in the minds of the sons of Buyah. In 
the mean time, Makan the son of Kauky becoming master of Tebres- 
taun, entertained both fathei and sons in his service. It was, however, 
not long befoie'Esfaur'theson of Sheirhyah, levolting against the au- 
‘thority of M^ikan, expelleVl him fiom his government and assumed it to 
himself. When he had letained his power for the space of a twelve- 
month, the son of Sheirhyah was assassinated by one of the Keraumita'h 
or Bowautinists, and succeeded by Murdawunje the son of Zebaur, 
the brother of 'Washmagueir. But the extiuded Makan returning to 
recover his dominions, Murdawunje was, in his turn, expelled, and 
diiven into Khorassaun. -Ally the son of Bhyah, and his brothers, 

I W'lio appear to have shardd the fortunes of their master, were now dis- 
patched by Makan toVards Karje, while hepioceeded himself to tire 
attack of Isfahaun. ‘At or near that place, he defeated Muzuifei theson 
'of Yakut, the govertioi on the part of the Khbhf Muktudder. The 
vanquished chief piocCeded to Sheirauz to demand the assistance of 
diis fathei, who hastened, without delay, ni the' head of the troops of 
Earss to repel 'the invaders. ' Here the name ofMuidawunje is abiuptly 
and inexplicably mtioduced’ in the'-ongmal, instead of that of his 
ctnnpetitoi Makan, as khe chief who had been before victorious at 
Isfahaun, and as being now a second time trlumpJiant over the gover- 
nor of Eaiss, who was compelled to'withdrawifrom the contest , but 
passing in Ins retieat through Luristaiin, with about tw'o thousand 
horse, he unfortunately fell in with the sons of Buyah, whom, m 


/ 



25^ 

t^ic aesii’e of revenge, IIS' ventured ta attacli. H!s hopes^ were fi’us- 
tiatbd, and he was driven foi the last time from the field of battle. 
Emmaud-ud-doulah Ally, the eldei of theDeylemites, accompanied by 
his biothers, now hastened in triumph to take possession ofShirauz, 
Inch they appeal to have enteied without opposition. A short time 
afterwaids, Murdawunje being assassinated in a bath, by his guards, or 
disciplined slaves, the government of both Farss and Iiak Ajem became 
permanently invested in Emmaud-ud-doulah. 

Emmaud-ud-doulah Abiil Hussun Ally, first^ monarch of the 
B 11 ides, oY race of Buy ah. 

In thelatter part of the threehundred and twenty first of theHidjerah, 
at Shiraiiz, thus destined to be the metropolis of his family, All}'- the 
son of Biiyah, vith the unanimous concurrence of the Deylemite 
Ameirs, proceeded to seat himself on the throne of ^oyalt3^ The title 
of Emmaud-ud-doulah he did notieceive until the three hundred and 
thiity-fourth of the Hidjerali, nhen it was conferred upondiiin, at the 
same time with those of Rokken-ud-doulah, and Muezz-iid-doulah, 
on his biothers Hussun and Ahmed respectively, by the Khahf Mus- 
tekfy. By those titles we shall, howevei, as they generally appear m 
historj', henceforward continue to distinguish the brothers. Soon after 
he had assumed the sovereign authority, Rokken-ud-doulali Hussun 
was dispatched, by Ins brother, to take possession of Isfahaun and Per- 
sian Irak while the third brother hluezz-ud-doulah was employed to 
secure the province of Keimaun. 

On taking possession of Shirauz, after the defeat ofYakut, Emmaud- 
ud-doulah IS described to have established his abode in the habitation 
oi the fugitive , and as the tieasuty of Yakut had been found quite 
empty, the soldiery were becoming extremety clamorous for their 
arrears. He was deliberating vith considerable anxiety of mind, on 
the means Ity vdiich he should contuvu to extricate himself from this 
dilemma, when casting Ins eyes upwards, he observed from a hole in 
the ceiling of the apartment, a hideous serpent, alternately putting out 
and drawing back its head. In some degree of dismay’’, he immedi- 
ately directed the ceiling to be broke up, in order to destroy this dan- 
geious and detestable reptile While they were employed in carrving 
these orders into execution, the workmen discovered, to his infinite sur- 
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prise and gratification, in a particular part of the roof, a deposit m 
treasure and jewels, to an incalculable amount ; the former of which he 
very cheerfully distributed to his soldiers. Not long afterwards, send- 
ing for a taylor to cutout some wearing apparel, he happened to 
desire his attendants to bring him a cubit staff ; and the taylor, who 
was deaf, misconceiving, (or hearing imperfectly what had been said) 
that the prince had ordered Ins cane, for the purpose of extorting 
from him some confession with respect to the property of Yaktlt, in- 
continently cried out, that the cudgel was by no means necessary ; for, 
God was witness,' there were not m his possession, of the effects 6f 
the late governor, more than seventeen chests. Smiling at the unlocked 
for and agreeable discovery, which had no less excited the astonish- 
ment of his attendants, Emmaud-ud-doulah did not neglect to avail 
himself, of course, of this additional instance of good fortune. 

In thus bestowing her favors upon Eramaud-ud-doulah, fortune ap- 
pears indeed, to have been more than usually equitable, since lie has 
left to posterity the character of a benevolent, just, and prudentprince^ 
He finally quitted the sceneof earthly grandeur, m tlie three hundred and 
thirty-jsighth of the Hidjerah,* afteraprospeious reign of sixteen years 
and six months ; having, in the course of the disorder, which caiTied 
him to his grave, nominated his nephew Ezzed-ud-doulali, the son of 
Rokken-ud-doulah, to succeed him. 

Before he enters upon the reign of Ezzed-ud'doulah, the author ner- 
cessaiily proceeds to devote a few passages to trace the destiny ofthe- 
suiviving brothers, Hussun, and Ahmed. 

Muezz-ud-doulah Ahmed, having, in concurrence with his . 
hrotjier’s instructions formerly adveited to, raaiched from Shiiauz m 
the three hundred and twenty second oftheHidjerah^m order to take 
possession of Kermaun, was first employed in making himself master 
of Serjaun; here at least supposed to be distinct fiom the capital, of 
the same name with the province at large. On tfie reduction of that 
place, heproceededfurthertowards Kermaun which he also subjugated, 
after defeating Mahomraed theson of Eleyas, the governor of the pro- 
vince, in a variety of conflicts. Having disposed of his conquests m 
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that pro\inco ih a mnnnor to ensure his permanent possession, ^^uezz" A. H 534: 
luUdoilhih neM directed lus ^Ie^\s towards tlie territory of Ahuauz , ^ 

all of wliiclu in the course of tune, he succeeded in uniting to his 

_ - ui*iikliDuuri 

other acquisitions. It w as suhsequent to this final extension of lus 
]iowor, that he led lus troops to Baghdad, which metropolis he entered 
on the elc\eiith dav of the formci .Tummaudy, of the three hundred 
and thirt\ -lourth ofthe 11 idierah. pleduinc: lus allegiance to the Khalif 
iSlustckiV, and rereiMiifi iroin that monarch for himself, as formerly 
related to'::i'thei w ith the die:nit\ of Amcir-ul-hmra. the title ofiSIuezz- 
ud-doulah and for his hrothers, Ailv aiuMlussun, those of Emmaud, 
and rvokkeii-ud-doulah, each ot them signih iiig respectu ely. prop, 
or pillar ol the state. 

Auer susiauiincr the authoritv of Ameir-ul-umra at Bac:hdad for a 
period of one and twont\ }ears, Muozz-ud-doulah died in the three 
hundred and nft\ sixth of the Ilidierah. and was succeeded, as w c have 
alread\ noticed, m tieating ofthe aflaii's of the Khclaufut, b\ lus son 
Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur. 

Rokken-ud-doiilah Abu Allv ITusslx the son of Buyah, on iiifor- 
mation ot the death of lus elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and thirL\ -euihth of the llidicrah , hastened iinmediatelv 
to Shirauz , and having resided there lor about nine months, possibly 
to confirm the authoritv ot lus son Ezzed-ud-doulah appointed to sue- RokRen-ud-don* 
cecd to the possessions ot the deceased monarch, returned to Uey , the city HussuK.tbe 

which he appears to have fixed upon for the scat ofhisow n gov'ernment. * 

II ence he became engaged in multiplied hostilities, intermitted by ’ 

occasional accommodation, with the princes' and generals of the race 
ot Saman. as will already have occuired to the reader m a precedmo- 


page.^ 

lleanns:. towards the close of lus life and reign, that his son, who had 
succeeded to the throne of Shirauz, had led his troops against Bagh- 
dad to the attack of his kinsman Ezz ud-doulali Bukhtiaur, and taken 
him prisoner, Rokken-ud-doulah received the intelligence with man- 
ifest displeasure: and, with a mind deeply aggravated, proceeded 
_ straight to Isfahaun Under such circumstances, Ezzed-ud-doulah 
repaired to the presence of lus father, whose resentment he employed 
cverv species of apology to disarm; and the malady which had already 
TOL. II. 5 L 



A. D. 306. upt)nIlokkeii*iid»t3oulah beginning at this crisis to fexliibit sojnc 

.)76. ayinptoms of more thati ordinary danger, that prince ^ptoceeded to make, 
2^a/kba*ur' sons, an equitable division of the territories acquired 

through the valour and abilities of the family. To Eizzed-ud-doulah 
heconfirmed the entile province of ParSs, with Kermaun and Ahuauz, 
and the country dependant on Baghdad. Tiie government of Ham- 
adaun, the region of Jebaub With Rey and Tebrestaun, he bestowed 
upon Eakher-ud-douiali ; while the territory of Isfaliaun Was allotted 
to a third son^ Mueyed-ud'^doulah : the two latter princes were, at the 
same time, enjOined in no case to deviate from the authority of Ez- 
zed-ud-doulah. A short time after he had had acquitted himself of 
these arrangements, Rokken-ud-doulah, in hlohurrim of the thiee hun- 
dred and sixty sixth of the Hidjerah,^ hastened to the moie permanent 
abodes of a better “world , after having exercised the powers of royalty 
4br a period of forty years, of which, sixteen and a half during the life, 
and twenty-seyen 3 ^ears and a half subsequent to the death of his 
elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulaJi. He is described to have bCen pos- 
■feessed of manj^ benevolent qualities, and to have distinguished himself 
by considerable exertions in favor of the Seyuds, of the lace of the 
prophet, in partieular^^and lu general of men of learning and merit of 
eveiy class and description. 

Ezzed*ud-doulau Abii 'Shhja Fmna RhossroU, the son ofRok- 
k:en-qd-doulah. , ' ' 

The nariative must now again revert to the three hundred and thirty 
eisrhth of the Hidierab, %vhen, in conformity with the nomination of 
roucAH. bis uncle, Ezzed-ud-doulah ascended at ShirauZ the throne of royalty, 
and diffused to the' world every grateful presage of a just and benefi- 
cent reign. 

The memory 'of this prince has, indeed^ been transmitted to posterity. 
With every attribute that can command the admiration, or secure the 
attachment of mankind. Ele has been celebrated as the very flower 
uot only of the monarchsof the race of Bhyab, butof all the contem- 
porary potentates of the' world ; asibrmmg the copious subjectof the 
poet’s praise, and of the historian’s approbation , as will be' found par- 
re ulaily recorded in the Rettaub-e-taujy, a work dedicated to his 
patfonageby Zieiaii or peihaps Sebai, on the transactions -of this dinasty. 

^ * September A. P. 970. 


In (hr rnui<r of Jii'jrri’D hr w tu irr in liO'Jlilitio'; nprnin'^t A. 11. QG7. 

th( l< rrUnrn of (hr lilKlnifiU , 'mmI llir In'-! tinir, li.iMiig (.U'tr.itrd 
hv hint-tn^n I /^‘tul-dnul ih Ihikhli lur. in a uhmi h.iitlc in thcnri'ih- Kli'l'i'i-Mit- 

. . , , 1 I I 1 y . u1-aklibnuT. 

Imrhooil nl l<hr<n, that pnnrr In r.unr jus jin‘’onrr. aiuJ A\n‘; jnit to 

<h ^ll( ]>\ his or<h rs m tin* ilirri hnndrt il .uni ‘'i\l\ -•-rvrnih of the IIul- 

V rail. III tin rjr (d '•.\ 'Mul iliirtv . and di« r Inn ini: rriauu d (hr go^ rrn- 

nuni (’f n ”lui’ul .iml Arahmii It'd., r<»r •.onu thing more than fifteen 

> I IT’S, 

II niiu rr,i)i!iin< d f'r ^onn (mir at Mn'iojlr, m rirdrr (o romph-tc 
th( ndiiriion ni ih< towns Mud i tsi). s m the .id)i)iniiig t« rntory, 
r ' < d-nd. di 4« iiinn d lo 1! ijlid id in tin roiir*.!* ofiiirrc liiindrrtl 
Mid < .ehi '.v In rs In d< \ oti d a -^ri it p iit <>1 hi^ atlrnlictii to n^- 

ii'i. to tin n foriin r tidor tin r nn d < djfn < oi that ‘.liattrr* d inctrii* 
pr.l.s 1!. diottidioiln iniiii'-l. tifii li'^ion, tin linaiiin^ .ind Mu- 
c •’/ II" . 'Mth tin ir r< ]M s,i \ ( pi n ( s ofw (•j.-hip. M ri’iriil ir .ind roinprtciit 
v^nh'-i'^l nir. , In < intiaw . d liis « ar< toKiinwi tin* disin s'.c‘:,niul pro\ tdc 
for tin in ' 1 ^''dn " <'i tin indie' iit. tin In iph ■-‘•..ind iiifirin * ho .iholishetl 
the \« \ itioiis 1 oiiti i*'ntnitis h \ n <1 upon tin* pil.rmi*' to Mekkali , and 
)n‘ « nroiir i_< d -lid r< u iwh d. in his p itron i'e<' and honiitN , the l.ihour'? 
of tin* di \ iin tin tr nlitiuiin t, the poi l. the pin snnan, and tin* learned 
in «\iry hiainh ol • < n in'o In short, In promoted, with a lihcraliiy 
w Inch h ul no hounds, ilu' oh I Cl Is of hene\ oh nee, hiiinanit \ , and litera- 
ture, in <\ii\ s)i ip,> iiul Kirin. Ainontr other .neinonals which he 
consieiied to po'iiritv, of hn ta'^te for nia'emfiecnec and melnl nn- 
jiroM-incnts, onr iHniinm n ]» irli('ularl\ dirt et<*d to tlie fabric w lindi 
he < uisi-d to be t oiisti licit d ot ei the ‘.cpvilchrc ol ,\ Il\ at Xiul)el , and 
to the (like or cmhankinenl whudi w.n erected at his exponeeto con- 
fine the waters of the Kurr, or C\ riis, between Aimenia and Georgia: 
a w oik.ol w hieli, according to oui aullioi, the w hole world can scarcely 
fuinish a paralh I. 

In the ihree hundred and seven ly-ccrond of the Iljdjcrah, this be- 
nevolent and ahlepniite, was attacked by an epilepsy, Avhich hurried 
liim to his grate cither in the latter part ol the month of Ranizaun,’ or 
beeinnmg ol Sliavaiil, at tbc age cif forty-seven, and after a splendid 
reign oflonr and tliirtvycars. In conformity w ith his dt jng instructions 
be was buried atXudjef. 

• Marcli A D. 003. 
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Mueyed-ud-doulah At)&Munsi3ir, tliesonpfljlok];eri-ud-cloulati> 

It was formerly observed that by the tenor of their father’s will, the 
two younger biothers Avere paiticularly enjoined in all cases, to respect 
the a'uthoiity of the elder. Accordingly on the death of Rokken-ud- 
doulab, a dispatch was conveyed by Mheyed, to Ezzed-ud-doulali, 
announcing that with his perinission' he should then proceed to take 
possession of the country allotted to him by their father • and as this 
proposal was in all respects consonant to the liberal and benevolent 
views of Ezzed-ud-doulah, he not only complied with it, but appears 
to have made considei able exeitions, if not sacrifices, in order to aug- 
nient the splendoi of his brothel’s lot. The conduct observed by Eak-" 
lier-ud-doulah the other biothcr, evinced, however, a very different 
spirit. Without consulting the paiamount authoiity of Ezzed-ud- ' 
doulah, who, if the compaiative statements of his age and reign above 
' recited, be in any degiee coriect, could nevertheless ,have scarcely 
exceeded bis fourteenth yeai, hepioceeded withoutceiemony to invest 
himself with the sovereign dignity. This step dreiv upon Fakher-ud- 
doulahtheimniediatedispleaSureofEzzed-iid doulah, by n homthethird 
brother, Mfieyed-ud-doulah, was employed to commence hostilities 
against him. Fakher ud-doulah conceiving himself oyer matched, 
withdreAV from his piovince, and claimed the piotection ofKfibhsthe 
son of Waushma'gueir, piince ofJurjaun, who received liimAvith kind- 
ness and distinction, and Avho steadily rejected eyeiy application, on 
the part of the biotheis, to deliver up his guest. ^ - 

' Jiioidei to enforce the application, Mueyed-ud-doulah, in the be- 
ginning of three hundred and seventy one, pioceeded with his aimy 
towards Jurjaun; Avhere he fought, and defeated the prince of that 
territor}'", and compelled both him and Fakher-ud-doulah to fly for 
refuge into Khorassaun. In that piovince, from Hussaum-ud-doulah' 
Taush, the lieutenant of Amen Nouhthe Samaunian, Avhose aid they 
besought, they experienced a very distinguished and hospitable lecep- 
tion , and the}’" Aveie soon aftei wards accompanied by him, at the head 
of a poAverful foice, and under the sanction of his mastei’s authority, 
to expel their aggressor from Juijaun. IMheycd-ud-doulah shut hiin- 
pelf up at firet AAuthln therampaits oftnat place , but during the rnontli 
Jiuinzaun, of the same year, m^a ioimidable sortie, under, cover of 
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(lie niclit, he completely surpri'^cd the camp of his besiegers; who were 
compelled, ^^lth disscrnce and loss, to return again into Khorassaun. 

Alter this signal MCtory, hlhcyed-ud-doulah continued, in the full 
cnioMuent of success, to c\ercjse his power, until the three luindred 
and sc\cntY-third of the illidiciah, \\ hen he died, possibly at Rey, 
■after a government, should ^^c calculate from the death ol his father* 
ol fneand thiity \ears. 

Fakiier-ud-ijoula II Ahul Ilussun All}^ the son of Rokken-ud- 
doiilah. 

At the period of his brother’s death, Fakhcr-ud-doulah was still re- 
siding at Nc\ shapiir, under the ])rotection ol the gov ernment of Khor- 
assaun , but on intelligence of that event, and on the express invutation 
ol thenobles of the country, he proceeded, w ithout hesitation, into Ir.\k 
Ajem. For, on the decease of their late lord, the courtiers, or principal 
follow crsol i\luevcd-ud*doulah. ha\ mg debated as to the person -1x110111 
the}' should select Irom the race ol Bu} ah, to succeed to the sov'-ereign 
authority, it was determined, on the recommendation of Jssmauil the 
son ot Ebbaud, that Fakher-ud-doulah, as the oldest survuvnnj prince 
ol the lamily, should be mimcdiately summoned from Khorassaun, 
and iiiv ested w itli the authority ol his predecessors The invitation was 
accordingly conveyed to iS^evshapur, trom whence Fakher-ud-doulah 
hastened w ithout delay, to av ail himself of this favorable concurrence 
andbeingseatedw i thou t opposition on the throne of Rokken-ud-doulaht 
conferred the dignit-^’’ of A'ezzeii, with very extensive powers, on the 
above inenlioned Issmauil, who had so essentially promoted his recai 
and restoration 

In the three hundred and seventy-seventh of the Ilidjerah, the same 
Vezzeir, w ho is described as a man of unrivalled talents and ability, wms 
employed by Fakher-ud-doulah, in the reduction ofTebrestaun , w'hich, 

- bv the capture of several of its numerous strong holds, he brought, to 
all suitable purposes, undei the authority of his master. 

Having further conceived the design of extending his power over 
Baghdad and the western Iiak, Fakhei‘-ud-doulah, in the course of 
' three ’hundred and seventy-nine, proceed<-d at the head of his troops 
towards that quarter, w hile his kmsman Bahk-ud-doulah adv’^anced to 
■ oppose him, Tn the territory of Ahuauz while both aiimes lay eu- 
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ngfiinst Baghdad. From that metropolis, confiding to the force of fra- 
teinal affection. Ins brother Sumsaum-nd-doulah, the Ameir-ul-uinra 
■ of the Khclaufut, hastened to put hiiii'^elf in his power ; and beiiiir im- 
mediately made a prisoner, was conve}ed to lament his credulity in a 
Persian fortress. vShurf-ud-doulah then obtruded himselt into the ex- 
ercise of his brother’s po^^cr;^^ Inch he continued to enjoy to thcjieriod 
of Ins death in the three hundred and se\ enty-nnith of the llidjerah. 

Su.MSAUM-UD-DOUX^AU Abu Kaliiijar Merzebaun,the sonofEzzed- 
ud-doulah. 

Tins prince, of whom wc have alrcad}* spoken, had exercised the 
authority of Ameir-ul-umra at Baghdad for a period of four \cars sub- 
sequent to the death of Ins father, v hen Ins person u asscizcd by Sluirf- 
ud-doulah, in the manner to winch wcha\cjust adverted. But on 
intelligence that Ins brother was withdraw n from the cares and troubles 
of life, he was immediately set at lariro from captivity, through the in- 
terference of a body ofTuikish soldicis. A nuineious army soon 
flocked to his standard , and the alarm spreading to Baghdad, the third 
brother. Baha-ud-doulah, advanced from that mctropolK to counteract 
Ins further designs. After some indecisive connuts, an accommo- 
dation was at last brought about lictween the two chiefs; hv which 
H was ai ranged that Faissand Erjaun, should besuliject to thcauthor- 
itv of Suinsaum-vnl-doulah, Achilc the remainder ot Ivho/istaun, with 
Arabian Irakshouldcontinueundertlie go\ ermneutof Balia-ud-iloulali. 

Six ot the sons of E/z-ud-doulnli Bukhtiaur, u ho were eonfiiied in 
one of the fortresses in the Persian tcrritor\, bcinir set at Idurty by 
llieir guards, iii tin* course of the three buudred .ind eight\ -third ol the 
J hdierab, immediatelc commenced a formiriable insuireetion in Far^N , 
w'l icb Abu -\11\ the «;on ofUstaud Ilorinfiz was empbnod b\ Sum- 
saum-ud-donlab to suppress. Ikich of those six porsonagf s I* 11 into the 
hands of Abu Ally, by whom tb«*y wen' rondueted to tin prosMue 
ol bis sovereicu ; u bo < oudeiuned tw o of tluMii to die, u bih* tin r< m.on- 
nic^ lour w ere a^aiii coiisuiued to a jirisou in the nu .m turn , tfie 
artichs of the tr(at\ uith Baha-ud-doulah liauiiy iii sonu iiist ue < ur 
other bi eii \ lol.itt'd. tin s,uue,\bu .Mis ik)v. di-ji itf Iicd ftv .'siiiii- 
s ‘um-ud-dt/ulali tou anU Ba'^hdad , a rompi tent fort < la in.: < iiqdos i d 
‘0 o]>pO''U that ireneral on the part ol Balui-ud-duulah. lu luc 0 diou* 
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■Warfare wliich cnsuctl, fortune appeared, in most instances, disposed 
to fa\ or the <=landard of Abil Ally but, at the moment when the affairs 
ol Raha-ud-doulah had been driven to the very brink of destruction, 
inlelbgenco armed that bis ri\al brother had been put to death. For 
the troops in Parss, dissatisfied that then pay should have been with- 
in Id from them, for a longer period than usual, once more undertook 
to set at large the sons ot Ez/-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, uith ^^hom they 
openl\ ie\oltcd against, and proceeded immediately to attack the per- 
son ot Sumsaum-ud-dou!ah. At a \ illage called Dudmaun, about two 
leagues, or faisaiigs, from Shlrauz, tlicv mndc him their prisoner , and 
he N\as then put to death b) older of Abu Kasser, tbe son ofEzz-ud- 
doulah, after a leign of nine ^ ears and eight months , u Inch -w ould ffx 
this o\cnt to the month ol Zilhudjc, ol the year three hundred and 
eightv-scvon.^ 

B.vn .v-DD-DouLAii Abil Nasser Khossrou Feyrouz, the son of 
Ezzed-ud-doulah 

E'nder the Khclaufut of U1 Taeia ue have already seen, that the 
peison A\ho now claims our attention, succeeded to the dignity of 
Amcir-ul-uinra, on the death of his brother Shurf-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and seventy-ninth ot rlie llitberah , and on the present 
occasion, all obligations to Siimsaum-ud-doulah being finall}’’ dissolved 
by the fate of that prince, Abu Ally the son ol Ustaud Ilormnz, with 
others of the natn e chiefs and soldiers of De^ 1cm w hoserved under I'lS 
authouty, went o\cr without hesitation, and enrolled themselves m 
the ser\ ice of the surM\ing brother, Baha-ud-doulah On this im- 
portant acquisition ot force, the latter drew Ins army to Ahuauz , and 
ha\ lug cstabhslledhis authority in that province,' next dispatched Abff 
Ally intoFarss, to quell the insunectionofthesons of Bukhtiaur With 
his ordinary success, the son of Ustaud Hormhz triumphed over the 
troops of the insurgents, compelhng Abu Nasser, their leader, to fly the 
pro^^nce and intelligence of bis victory being conve^’ed to Baha-ud- 
doulali, that prince proceeded into Farss w itboutfurtherdelfty, and, m 
retaliation foi what had been recently experienced in the fate of liis 
brotlicr, inflicted the puiiisluiient of death upon all the sons of Ez 4 -ud-“ 
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A. t>, 408, doulah who fell into l]is hands. Moufiek the son ofissmaiiil was di?- 
patched in the mean time, in pursuit of Abh Nasser, the survivor of 
Klioldussut- that unfortunate branch of the family, who had fled to Jireft on the 
remoter coniines ofKermaun. On the approach of Ins pursuers, this 
hopeless wanderer sought to continue his flight; but one of Jus own 
followers, wear led out by this irksome state ofperpetual alarm, suspense, 
and hostility, with a single stroke of Ins scimitar, brought him lifeless to 
the earth, and taking bfif his head, conveyed it immediately t6 Moiiflek* 

, The latter having ranged the province at will, returned to the presence 
of his sovereign, and was bountifully rewarded for his services. 

Tliese events appear to havegiv^en stability to the good foitune of 
Bah^-ud-doulah ; who continued henceforward to exercise thesupreme 
power to the full fruition of his wishes, until, at Oujaun,in the latter 
Jummaudy of the four hundred and third of the Hidjeralp he was ear- 
ned off by an epilepsy, in the foity third year of Ins age, and the 2Jth 
of Insieign. In conformity to the injunctions of his will, he was buried 
at Nudjef, near the tomb of his father. 

Majid or Mejid-ud-doulah Abh Tauleb Rhstum, the son of 
Fakhei-ud-doulah. 

When, on the demise of Ins father, in the three hundred and eighty 
seventh oftheHidjerah, andin express concurrence with the sentiments 
of the military chiefs of Ins nation, he ascended the throne of Ins an- 
cestors, tins prince was yet'a minor , and his mothei Seydah, a woman 
of singular probity and ability, undertook the charge of govcinment 
-r in hisbehalf. The ungrateful stripling had, however, no soonerattaiiied 

BouLAii. to the age of puberty thanhesethimsclfto oppose the prudent measures 
of tins discreet and valuable paient ; and, in defiance of her counsels, 
committed the office of Yezzcir to thedubious fidelity, perhaps, of Abu 
Ally. The respectable dowager equally resenting the neglect and in- 
gratitude of her son, privately w ithdrew- to the fortiess of Taharek,^ the 
seen of her husband’s dissolution, but shortly aitci waids cmliraccd an 
opportunity of escaping thence at midnight tow'ards Loristaiin. ihe 
goicrnorof the latter provuicf’, Budder the son of Jiusn tvah, h.is- 
tened tognelier themosthonouralilereceptioii , and in due timcrccon- 

* Some iinlci lo thcuortlniard ol Ktn, 





tJCtGcl her tit the head of a considerable force towards Rcy/gJivehattle A. H. 40d-^&. 
to Majid-iid-doulah ^^ho opposed him at the head of his troops, and A D loi2-2 g. 
havin? defeated and taken him prisoner, together with his obnoxious 
Vczzeir, finally seated the princess Seydali in paramount possession of 
the throne of Ir^k Ajem. Tlie son of Husnuyah then -withdrew to his 
province, amply compensated by the marks of her bounty which she 
liberally bestowed upon him for his important services. 

The attention of this singular queen was now directed, by an im- 
partial adniiiiistration of justice, to diffuse prosperity and happiness 
throughout her country. She held stated and regular communications 
ith her ministci s, and ga\ e replies to the embassadors of foreign princes, 
untutored, and unassisted by any one; Mith no other difference than 
in the hangingsof the apartment, w Inch, to preserve the decorum of her 
sex, she on such occasions interposed to screen her person fiom the 
Tiew of the puhhe. AVhen she had, however, thus continued for some 
lime to devote herself to the welfare and happiness of her people, she 
at last gave way to the impulse of maternal affection, and determined 
to overlook the past misconduct of her son. Majid-ud-doulali w'as in 
consequencepcrmitted to re-nscendthe throne of hisfather* and as long 
as the princess SeN dah survived to influence his conduct, the country 
continued to exhibit all the marks ofa just and benevolent government, 
w hichliad distinguished herown auspiciousadministration. But wdien 
she died, prosperity and order appear to have descended wnth her to 
her grai e. 

In the early part of the four hundred and twentieth of the Hidjerah, 
and in the confusion which succeeded to the death of the above ex- 


cellent princess, Sultan hlahmud of Gheznin disclosed his design of 
subjugating Irak Ajem , and having entered Mazanderaun, he, from 
thence, detached a part of his army to take possession of Rey, directing 
his general to use every exertion to get the person of Majid-ud-doulah 
into his pow'er alive , in wdiich he appears to haam experienced but 
little difficulty. When he found that the tioops of Mahmud had ac- 
tually entered his territories, Majid-ud-doulah, with what, in the 
derangement of terror, he might conceive a stretch of singular saga- 
city, immediately proceeded to join them, and thus became a voluntary 
captive in the hands of his enemies. SMtan Mahmud, on thisaccept- 
.able piece of intelligence, hastened in person, without delay, to Rey ; 
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and having summoned the credulous and miserahle'captiveito liispre-’ 
■sence, is said, to have, held with him a conversation in the. following 
strain. He first demanded if he had ever perused the Shahnamah ; 
an, ancient chronicle, or history of sovereign princes, so called, for it is 
not probable that the celebrated heroic poerri of that-name^ the work of 
Ferdfissy was yet circulated, and having been replied to in the af-' 
firmative, the Sultan further demanded if he bad ever played at chess: 
and being still answered in the afiirmative, he proceeded to ask if, m 
the history to which he had referred hnn, there was a single example 
jrecorded of two monarchs reigning in the same dominions , or whether 
on his chess-board it had ever occurred to him to see the two kings 
planted on the same square? “Not tliat I amaware of in any instance,” 
jreplied Majid-ud-doulah. -“Then” said Mahmud, “ what insanity 
•“ could have impelled thee, without an effort, to unite thyself to my 
troops, and thus tamely abandon thy person, and liberty, to the dis- 
“ cretion of a strangei”? , After which, causing the unfortunate prince, 
his SOIL, arid principal adherents, to be laid in bonds, he sent him in 
that state to Gheznin, from whence he never returned. The authority 
of Majid-ud-doulah is stated to have subsisted under various ciicuin- 
jStances for about thirty years : but as he was for the most part inor- 
dinately devoted to his sensual pleasures, his memory cannot beentitled 
to any extraordinary degree of esteem. , , ' 

SuLTAUN-uiK-DouLAH Abfi Slihja the son of Bahfirud-doulah, on 
the dedth of his father at Oujaun, orErjaun, it is not exactly discri- 
minated -which, in thefoLirhundredand third oftheHidjerah, succeeded 

f ' 

wuth the unanimous concurrence of the nobles and piincipal individuals 
of the province, to the vacantthrone of Ins predecessors; and proceed- 
ing .immediately to Shirriuz, dispatched Jullaul-ud-doulah, one of his 
brothers; to take charge of the government of Bassorah, -while Abril 
Fowauress, anothei, was' employed to secure Kermaun. , The jatt^r, 
however, no sooner reached his province, than he threw off the author- 
ity of Sullaun-ud-doulah, against whom be commenced immediate 
hostilities , which, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, he con- 
tinued for a long time to maintain, until in the year four hundred and 
nine, their diffeienres terminated in some species of accommodation ; 
which, at all events, the piovinceof ii.eririaun was left as lonneriy 
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^0 Ab-fil-Fowauress, with the condition t^lat be should entertain' no A. H. 

further designs of hostility against bis brother. ! i > ■ > A D 10..0 2 5. 

In the four hundred and eleventh' ot the Hidjerah, Mfisliurruf-ud- 
doulah revolted against the authority of his brother, and was supported 
in his viev4 s by a great part of the army : but when hostilities had'con- 
tinuedfor a period of some duration, this dispute was also destined to 
teiminatein atreaty, by which it was agreed that Mushurruf-ud-do'ulah 
should administer the government of Arabian Irak as the lieutenant of 
Sultaun-ud-doulah , and that the latter should confine his residence to 
the limits of Farss and Ahuauz , it being further stipulated between the 
brothers, that neither of them should bestow the employment of Vez- 
zeirupon Eben Sehlan, v ho was consideied the principal promoter of 
their disunion. 

Sultaiin-ucl-doulah, nevertheless,havingleft "Waussit on the conclu- 
sion ot thetreaty, and withdrawn into the territory of Ahhauz, no sooner 
reached Thsler, than in direct violation of his recent engagements, 
he conferred the A^izzaurut upon the obnoxious Eben Sehlan • whom 
he sent back shortly aftern ards to recommence hostilities against Mu- 
shurruf-ud-doulah The contest thus renewed between the brothers 
Masnov piotracted to the year four hundred and thiiteen, when their 
differences were once more accommodated by a treaty , Irak Arab 
being finally ceded in full sovereignty to Mushurruf-ud-doulah, and 
Fai-s? and Kermaun confirmed to Sultaun-ud doulali. The latter sur- 
vived this period for about two years ; dying at Shirauz in the four 
hundred and fifteen th ot the liidjerah,'’'^ after a turbulent reign of some- 
thing more than tuehe years. 

MusiirRRUF-UD-nouLAH Ab 6 Ally Hussun, the son ofBali&-ud- 
doulah, liaMiig. in the manner just related, stiuck from the Khotbah 
the name 01 his brother Sultaun-ud-doulah, continued with consider- 
able success to exercise the functions of government at Baghdc'ld ; until MnsuuKauF- 
the former linbbeia of the four hundred and sixteenth ot the Hidjerah, j- 
vhen he died alter an administiation, as it is alleged, of fiiejears and 
in cntj fi\ e da\ s. 
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A. oJtJLLAUL-TJU-DoULA'H AM Tauher, the sbn of Bah&^ua-aoulali/ 

A.£^^ 02 o^ succeeded to the dignity of Ameir-ul-Cimra at BaghdM> on the death 
S'dthbaurt ^J'-other Mh6hurtiif-ud-doulah ; an'd his power subsisted, under 
some diversity of circumstances, for a period of eighteen years land 
/ eleven months, during .whrch he was engaged in contests perpetually 
JuLLACL-TjD- tbcTurkish mercenaries, until,in Shabaun, of theyeat 

DouLAH. four hundred and thirty-fiVe,* as hath been already observed under the 

Khelaufut ofUl K^eim, 'he\Vas finally remoYed by the hand ofdeath, 

, E-zz-uh-MULK Abfi Kalinjar Merzehaun, the son of Sfiltaun-ud« 
doulah, beiUg in Ahihauz at thetperiod of his father’s death, in the four 
hundted and fifteenth of the Hidjerah, hastened without ddlay, onin'i 
telhgence of that event, towards Shirauz. Becoming, liowever, engaged 
in a protracted warfare, with his uncle Abul Fowauress, the goveinor 
of 'Kermaun, hostilities continued between them, with a singular fluc- 
tuation of success and discomfiture, until the death of the latter, in 
four bundled and' nineteen, placed both the (provinces of Faiss and 
' Kermaun in undisputed-possession ofEzz-ul-rafilk. Subsequent to this> 

a tedious war, of nine Years broke out between him and Jullaul-ud- 

V 

doulah, another of his uncles, the Ameir-ul-fimra of the Khelaufut ; 
until the four hundred and twenty-eighth of the Hidjerah, f when a 
Eiz-UL-MULK, peace was concluded between the adverse kinsmen, each of them re- 
ciprocally engaging On oath to lay aside all further contemplation of 
mutual hostility. 'On the death of Jullaul-ud-doulah, m the year four 
hundred and thirty five, already adveited to, the name of Ezz-ul-Mfilk, 
was, as far as the formahtyicould extend, introduced into the Khotbah, 
and other acts of government, on his arrival at Baghdad , but the for- 
tune hf the race of 'Bfiyah wa8,,by this time, rapidly declining before 
■ the ’powerful ascendancy of the blood of Seljfik. Abii 'Kalinjar con- 
tinued however to uphold 'the sinking destinies of his family, until thfe 
four hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah, $ when he died, after a pro- 

' tracted reign of about five and twenty lunar years. In addition to his 

other titles this prince occasionally bore those of >Emmaud-ud-dein- 
ullah— pi/Zm of the faith of God , and, Hussaum-ud-doulah— siooi^ 

of the state. 

UL-MELEK-UR-RAHEiMKhossrouFeyrouz the son of Ezz-ul-mfilk 
A-bu Kalinjar 

» March, A. D. 1044, t A. P, 1037. X A. D. 1048, 
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"V\’hcn\ntcUlgcnccofhisfaUicr’sclenih wasGommumcatcilatBaghd^idj A. H. 449-48. 
the dignitN of Amcir-ul-iiinra became vested in this prince. His bro- A- P< 4043- 56. 
ther. Abil MunsiH FiillaudScttoun, lm\ ing however assumed the ro 3 'al 
aulhoritv at Sbiraiw, an inveterate course of hostilities thereupon com- 
menced betw ocn the rival pi mccs , and continued until the early part of 
the year four hundred and forty seven , when Abu Munsiir being com- 
pelled to abandon his capital, the proMnee of Farss was united to the 
terriioncs already in possession of his more fortunate rival. But the 
celebmlcd Tocrhrel Jicg arm ing before Baghdad on the twenty fifth of ^fFLEK-URt. 
llamraun ollhe same tear,* as was iormcrly noticed under the Khe- 
laufutol L'l K.ieim, Melck-ur-rahcim was shortly afterwards delivered 
up to that formidable cliicftain, by whom he w-ius condemned to im- 
prisonment in one of his fortresses, whcie he ultimately died. The 
go\ernraentof Mnek-ur-raheiin is alleged, how'ever, to have subsisted 
under all ciicumstances, lor a period ofseven yeais. 

Adu Mu^suI^ In'illaud Settoun (column of steel) the son of AbuICa- 
linjar. having, on the death of liis father in tour hundred and fort}^ as- 
sumed at ShirauE, the so^erclgn authority, in addition to the war in 
u Inch he was iinmcdiately engaged w'lth iM61ck-ur-raheim, appears to 
have been further embarrassed by the opposition wdiich he experienced 
to his aulhoritv, from another brother ot the name of .\bLl Sauid Khoss- 
rou Shah , if, indeed, these were not one and the same person, of wdncli 
there is a considerable probability, since it is immediately observed, 

that on the death of this Khossrou Shah, Abu Munsur became from . ,, 

Abu Munsur 

that pcnodmorefiimly cstablishedin Ins pow'er. Pioceedmg how'ever, railuuil Settoua. 
to put to death, at the instance ot his mother, one of the chiefs of his 
court entitled Saulieb-c-audil, w'ho had officiated as Ins father’s prime 
minister, the cncumstance produced in Fazzel the son ot Hussun, oc- 
casionally distinguished by the appellation ot Fuzzelfiyah (usurper 
perhaps) a very pow'ertul Ameir, and the friend of the deceased, a de- 
termination to avenge the injury; and hostilities having immediately- 
ensued, Abil Munsur, 111 the course of the year four hundred and forty- 
eight, tell into the hands of the insurgent, and became a prisoner in 
•ne of his oivn castles. The successtul rebel, repaired at a subsequent 

Decemlicr A. H. 1055. ' ^ 
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a H. 440 period to the camp, or court of Alep Arslan, the nephew and successor 
A D. 1050 of Toghrel Beg, and obtained from that prince forhimsclf. 


KJioiiiussiit- o;ovcinment of Farss, 
ul-akhbiiui. 
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a patent for 

The power of Abu iMunsur, including the 
period in ivliicli it was contested with his brother, subsisted for about 
eight years. 

Anu Ai.ly,1\.ey ICiiosskou thcsonofAbuICalinjar, appears tohave 
been the last of the race of Bhyah, that Vvas sufTcrod to retain a vestige 
of the power of his ancestors. Some time after the fate of his brothers 
had been decided, he voluntarily repaired to the court of Alep Arslan, 
who generously bestowed upon him the ton n of iS'^ubendejaun, with 
part of the adjoining territory. There he continued to lead a life of en- 
viable tranquillity and peace, until, m the foul hundred and eighty se- 
venth of the Ilidjeiab, he Anlhdicw to the mansions of eternal rest. 
Henceforward, of this celebrated familv, thenamc and lecollection alone 
survived to mark the page of history, after it had flourished with con- 
sidcr splendorfora pcriotl ofone hundred and twenty seven lunaryearrs; 
calculatingfiom thcaccessionof Kminaud-ud-doulah the firstraonarch, 
* in the three bundled and twenty first, to the imprisonment of Abu 

Munsur Fiillaud Settoun, in the foui Jiiindrcd and forty eighth., of the. 
Hidjeiali. 

The name of WashmagueFr theson of Zebbaur, the brother of Mur- 
daivunjc, and tlie founder of a family wdiicli, for several successions^ 
enjoyed the principality of Jurjaun, orJurjoun, on the south-eastern 
extremity of the Caspian, has already been introduced to the attention 
of the reader. AFith his accustomed brevity, our authoi now proceeds' 
Of Washma- state that this personage traced his origin to Erghesh, who was 
Tuctefsois prince, 01 goveinor of Guilan, in the remote age of Key Khossrou , for 
jirjdun. whom, if he was not the. Cyrus of the Greeks, we shall find some dif- 
ficulty HI discovering a paiallel m the recoids of European history. It 
was observed on a foimer occasion, that about the three hundied and 
thirty second of the llidjerah,'^ the same' Washmagueirappeaied in 
the court of Ameii Noiih, the son of Nassei the Samaunian, and that he 
was enabled through the assistance of that prince, in the course of tlie 
following year, to- make himself master of the city of Jurjaun,and the- 
territory usually annexed to it. 

*A,D.04S-4t ■ - 
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of Jurjaim wns added without cerfimon3^ hy Fakher-ud-doulah, toHlk 
other dominions. The authority of Kabus was however, on the 
death of that prince, openly proclaimed in Mazanderaiin, through the 
influence and exertions of Espahbed Sheher3^aur, one of the native 
chiefs, who caused his name to be inseltedin the Khotbah and coin- 
age of the country, in tlie three hundred and eighty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah.* Shums-ul-maula Kabus hastened immediately from Neyshaptir 
to avail himself of this unexpected turn of fortune, and was quietly 
-established on the throne of iSIazandcraun. His power henceforward 
daily acquired additional splendor, until, in the process of time, the 
provinces of Tebrestaun, and Guilan, were united to his other posses- 
sions; his son Mcnutclieher being appointed to the government of the 
latter, and one of liis piincipal followers to that of the former. 

Cut with all the eminent endowments of mind which he is acknow- 
ledged to have possessed, tlicie uere some necessan’’ qualifications, 
in which this pi nice appears to have been very conspicuousl}’ deficient. 
His deportment towaids his nobles and mihtaiy chiefs was morose 
nnd unaccommodating to an extreme degiee, and his administration 
of justice was sanguinarj' beyond example. In short, he knew no 
punishment but the avenging steel of the executioner, no prison 
but the narrow chamber of the tomb. His government became, there- 
fore, in the sequel, intolerable both to the Ameirsof Ins court, and to 
theprmcipalmliabitants ofJfiijaun, and a conspiiacyw’as at last formed 
to divest him of his .nithontv. At a period w'ben he vi\as encamped, 
without suspicion, in sight of the last mentioned city, the conspira- 
tors under cover of the night, suddenly surrounded his tent ; but as 
some of the principal officers persisted in opposing their designs, and 
in defending the person of their sovereign, the rebels hastened to take 
possession of the capital ; and having seized and secured it for them- 
selves, dispatched a deputation to invite iMenhtchoher from Gmian, to 
usurp the throne of his father. In the mean time, immediciteJy 
abandoning all concern w-ith human grandeur, Shums-ul-maula, ?c'- 
companied by a band of faithful domestics, retiied towards Bostaum. 

WfenMenutcheher, on the invitation of the insurgents, repaired to 
^lurjaun, thev aunouiiced to him on his arrival, that it he concuricd 

»A. D. 0^8. 
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<uth tlicm in tlietemoval of liis father, they iveTeiinanTinousiy disposed 
to submit to his authority ; if not, they communicated their determin- 
ation to hcstou their allegiance upon some other person, and to ban- 
ish him from among them, u ith as little repugnance, as they had done 
his father bcforchim. Perceiving no other alternative, the youngprmce 
for the present acceded to their mows, and u as upon this immediately 
in\ ested u ith the government. A short time afterwards he proceeded 
however to Bostaum, and there, at his father’s feet, offered to sacrifice 
his life in a*^cn 2 ;^n^r him on the traitors uho had driven him from his 
throne. Kalhis withstood this proof of filial affection, declaring that 
his concern w ith pow or was iire\ ocably at an end , that his career was 
here destined to terminate, and that his son might therefore now con- 
sider that the government w asjustly devolved to himself Itwasaccoid- 
mgly, some how or othei, arranged that the dethroned monarch should 
be confined at large to the fortress of Khiassek, or peihaps Kaschek, 
there to spend his days in the exercise of liis devotions , and to that 
fortress he w as in consequence conducted by one ol the chiefs, w houn- 
deitook the charge of his person. 

On his way to the place ot Ins confinement, it is said that the mon- 
arch had the curiosity to demand of his conductor, the motives wdnch 
had actuated the leccnt re\olt. Tlie reply was, that perceiving Ins 
sanguinary executions carried beyond all bounds of reason and mo- 
deration, this chief and five others had combined tO precipitate him 
from a throne which he had stained w'lthso much blood. On which 
Kabus observed, that herein lie laboured under the grossest of eriors, 
Since for his owm part he bad no hesitation in asciibing his misfortunes 
to too scrupulous an aversion to the efi'usion of blood , for had he taken 
the precaution to anticipate tlieir treasons, by putting this same chiefi 
and his five accomplices, under thesw'ord offhe executioner, the sad 
reverse wdiich lie now experienced bad nevei befallen him. «A short 
time after the unfoitunate monarch had been securely lodged m the 
fortress of Khiassek, the authors of bis disgrace, suspecting that he 
might still attempt to avenge his injunes, employed some of their em- 
issaries to dispatch him ; and he was accordingly compelled to receiy^ 
4rom their hands the cup of martyrdom, 
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MENUTCliEHERtliesonoflCnbuS assiimecHhc government of Jfirjarb 
in the manner we have already noticed, on the final renunciation ot Ins 
father, about the four hundred and third of the Hidjerah ; and he re- 
ceived soon afterwards, together with the title of Fulluk-ul-maula, 
firmament ofsublimity, from the KhalifUlKhdcr, letters patent mvest- 
inghim with all thepossessionsof his predecessors. Thebenevolentgenius 

of Fullnk-ul-Maula impelled him moreover to cultivate the friendship 
of the powerful Sultan Mahmud of Gheznin, to whom, by the introduc- 
tion of his name and titles into the Khotbah and Sikkah of his country, 
bo pledged , his obedience , and this he sought further to confirm, by 
soliciting an alliance, wdiich lie obtained with one of the princesses 
of the Sultan’s family. When he had by these means put his affairs in 
aprosperonsand steady train, theattentionofMenhtcheherwas for some 
time employed, in bunging to punishment the murderers of his father; 
the greater part of whom, by various devices, he ultimately succeeded 
in putting out of the wa\^ ; after n hich he continued to reign, as long as 
be lived, in the full enjoyment of all his wishes It is to be observed 
that although our author concludes Ins cursory memoir of the family 
of WasJimagueir,^in the mannei just submitted to the reader, there are 
other historians who introduce a brother, of the name ofDarab the son 
of KAbus, as having succeeded to the territory ot Jurjaun on the death 
of Fulluk-ul-maula, though not suffered to retain his authority. With 
these, at all events, ceased altogether the power of the family, after it 
bad subsisted about ninety lunar years. 

•Tliereadei is rec^iiestcd to obserxe that gu befure i or cj, is to be proiiouucecl invariably dS 
tu g-JUKC*. 
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CHAP. AHI. 

r'^HE conrurrrncc of historians has allotted to Sebekte2f2;in, orSe- A. H 3G5. 

bcktckein, or Snbactagi, as he has been indiHercntly denominated, 
an origin ol no higher dislinetion than that of having been enrolled 
among the sla\cs ol Aloptekein,^ Alpultekcin, or A0i},fagi, the 
fast soveieign otGbc/nin , AAbobnd himselt aiisen, as iormerly noticed, 
under theponer ofthe S.imanidcs, froma state ol the lowest servitude, 
first to the go\ eminent ol Ivhorassaun, and ultimately to sovereign 
pon er Seuekteggix was however early distinguished beyond his Sebkkteggin 
associates lor his consumate prudence and extraordinary valour, and 
displayed' upon his brow many auspicious prognostications of that ex- 
alted destiny, to which he was born to attain. Accordingly, on the 
death of Aleptekeiii, in the tliree hundred and sixtv-filih ofthe Ilid- 
jerah,the niilitaiy duels, and principal in habitants of Gheznin, or Ghez- 
ni, united iii conteinng upon tins able chieitain, tlie a aeaiit govern- 
ment, together A\ith the daughter of tlieir departed sovereign. 

Neither in any instance did Sebckteggin dccen'e the hopes of those, 
bv w horn he had been tlins elevated to ro\alty Duiinga reign, dis- 
tinguished for modeiation and justice, he is equally extolled lor his 
exei lions to restiain the outrages ol the oppiessor, and tor the most 
liberal prools ot bounty and humanity, Avhieh he exhibited to cherish* 
and secure the attachment oi his people, olcA'ery class and desciiption. 

In the three hundred and sixty-se\ t nth of the Hidjerah he Avas em- 
ployed in reducing the city ot Eost on one side, and that ot Kosdaur 
on the other sideot his domimoiis, aitcr w Inch, he led his troops into 
the ten I tones on the Indus, where he exteruiinated vast multitudes of 
the unoffending natives, uninstiucted in the vaunted tiuths of Isslum ; 

*rroin analogy, the author is cli posrd to picier the tornui of these app»llutions, since 
■we do not say Alparslan, l.ut Akp Arslan — t.’ie ^reat lion The be and tem some manu- 
BCJipts, taken for lit dud stin, may uav e produced Abistagi or Ahist<ikew, 
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and where, havingsubjugated extensive districts, he constructed on the 
temples of idolatry, numerous mosques, and edifices dedicated to the 
service of religion ; and then returned, triumphant and loaded with 
spoil, to his capital of Glieznlh. 

Subsequent to this he marched, as w’as formerly related, into Mawur* 
un-neher, on the application of Ameir Nouh the Samaunian, monarch 
of Bokhara , and proceeding thence into Khorassaun, finally restored 
the authority of his ally, re-established tranquillity and good ordei to 
the countries of his government, and receiving fiom the gratitude of 
the Samaunian for himself the title of Nassei-ud-dein, and for his son 
Mahmfid, together with the government of Khorassaun, that of Seyf- 
ud doulah, he returned, successful in all hiS enterprizes, once more to 
his capital. 

Although the death ofSebekteggin was, On a fonner occasion, stated 
to have taken place at Ghcznin, we are now apprized, in conformity 
tvith other authoritic«, that this event occurred atB^lkh, m the month 
of Shabaun,^ of the three hundred and eighty-seventh of the Hidjerah ; 
that of his friend Ameir Nouh having taken place the pi eceding month 
ofRudjub. 

Before we dismiss our short memorial of the reign of Sebekteggin, 
Vre cannot withhold ourselves, although at the hazard of its having 
already appeared before the public from a far abler pen, from translating 
from the first pan of Ferishtah’s history, the following pleasing little 
incident. 

In the eaily part of his caVeer in the service of Aleptekein, the whole- 
of his property being comprized m the horse on which he rode, Sebek-^ 
teggin usually passed the day m ranging the plains of Neyshapfir m 
questof game. One day, while engaged in this his ordinary occupation, 
he unexpectedly came in vuew of a deer and her fawn, which were 
browsing, unconscious of harm and danger, on the extensive heath, 
Settingspursto his horse, Sebekteggm succeeded in seizing the fawn, and 
having bound its legs, and secured it across the pummel of his saddle, - 
' took his way towards the city. When he had proceeded some distance 
on his return, happening to look behind him, he perceived that the datq. 

' ^ ® August, A, D, 997, 



of hi*; linmiless little captive still continued to follow, exhibiting very A. Il sat. 
c\ ident marks of the most violent perturbation, and affliction. This A. D. 997. 
spectacle vrought so powerfully on the compassionate feelings of Se- Fcnshtali. 
bekteggin, that ho determined w ithout hesitation to set his prisoner at 
large, and he accordingly restored it to the fond caresses of its dam. 
blanifesth delighted w ith the recoveiy ofitsoflspring, the tender mother 
bounded towards its native heaths, occasionally turning back, as if to 
contemplate with gratitude, ns itw'ithdrew, the person of its compas- 
sionate benefactor That ^ cry night the prophet appeared to Sebek- 
teggin in a dream, and addressed him, as he imagined, in the following 
terms. “ Scbekteggin ’ the comjiassionatc disposition evinced in thy 
“ belint lour thi'sdaN tow ard*; a harmless and inoirensiveanimal, has been 
“marked with approb.ition in the presence of the most high, in testi- 
“ mony of which, a warrant of so\crcign power has been registeied in 
“ th^ name, in the tribunals of the eternal God — be it thy care, in thy 
“ conduct towards th) fellow creatures, to persevere in the same laud- 
“ able demeanor — Let no opportunit\ escape thee to exercise the pro- 
“ peii'^itios ot a benevolent heart ; the very essence of happiness, both 
“ in th\ present slate, and in that w Inch will be thy portion hereafter.” Kbolaussut- 
IssMAUin thesonol Sebcktcggin, thirdofthe monarchs of Ghezmn. «l-akhbaur. 

In confoiiiiity with the arrangements of his father’s w ill, this prince 
had proceedvd immediately to in\ est himseli wnth the sovereign pow’er; 
and to render his accession populai, by a most lat isli distribution of 
fa\ors and row ards to the tioops, and to the household of the deceased ^ yjj^ 

inonareli. But Ins cider bi other Mahmud, at Ne)shapilr the capital of the Ghezne- 
ot his goNcrnuicnt, was no sooner apprized of these circumstances, 'idcs, or mon- 
than he hasti ned to dispatch to Issinauil a letter, conceived in the Ghea* 

follow mg teims. “Of all mankind, in a biother’s estimation, thou bear- 
“ t'si the In si ahd highest place — ofwealth and empire he does not theie- 
“ ioie 1 egret tin c the ijosscssion, to the utmost extent of all that thou 
“ cans! possibly aspne to. But to the stability and permanence of 
“ states, some know ledge in the aits of goveiiiment, some maturity of 
“ \ ears and experience uie indispensably requisite ; and were it pos>si- 
“ ble to ooiiti nijilate in ihy character any of these necessary quahfi- 
“ (atums, thou shouklst find in me the most willing and obsequious 
'‘oi subjects. L nderothei circumstancesii becomes, how'e\ er,aUvisable 



A. H 387. “ that thou shouldst immediately proceed to inalce xvith me, as the 

^ “ prescribes an impaitial and equitable distributionof ourfather’selFects 

Kholaussiit- << treasures , and that thou shouldst put me in possession of the me- 
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“ tiopolis of Gheznin , whiles on my pait, I am ready to resign to thee 

“ the government of Bhlkh, with the command of the armies in Khor- 

“ assaun.” 

To this overture, on the-pait of his brother, Ameir Issmaiiil appears 
to have paid no othei attention, than by preparing for immediate hos- 
tilities. Mahmud led his troops in consequence towards Gheznin, 
and was joined on his approach by Ins brother Nasser, and by an uncle 
of the name of Naiatchik or Boghratchik ; Ameir Issmauil advancing 
towards the same quarter, from the side of Balkh. While the aimies 
weie thus recipiocally appioaching, several attempts were, however, 
made on the partofMahmhd to dissuade his brother from proceeding 
SdltanMah- extremities, and to pievail upon him to accede to some plan of ae- 
AiuD, ivtli of coinmodation , but in vain, lie had resolved on trying the issue of bat- 
tbemonartLsof j-jg . tliis,aftei a conflict ot some duration, and obstinacy, he was 

” finally defeated, and compelled toshuthimself upin thecastleofGbeznin. 
Siiltan Mahmhd brought him at last to submit to terms , and having 
taken fiom him the keys of his fathei’s treasury, and in every depart- 
ment of the government established agents undei his own authoiity,. 
drew off hisaimy towards Balkh. It mil besufficientfurtherto leinark^ 
that Issmauil was some time afterwards confined, with every reasonable 
comfoitand indulgence of life, toafoitiess in the province of Jurjann * 
where he died at a peiiod long subsequent to his degradation 
' Siiltan Mahmud Ghauzzy, the son of Sebekteggm, fourth of the 

monarchs of Gheznin. 

Having succeeded, on his arrival at BcMkh from his expedition to- 
secure the throne of his father, in puigiug the plains of Khoiassaua 
fiom the impuiities of adverse faction, Siiltan Mahmud received from, 
the KhalifUl Kader together with a Khelaut, or dress of honoi, ofsm- 
gular magnificence, the titles of Yemein-ud-doulah, and Amein-ul- 
millut, purporting to be the 'tight hand of the state, ^inApiotectoi or 
aihitiatoi of the faith of Mahommed. About the same period he 
concluded a treaty with Eylek K-haun the monarch of Kashghor, wliQ- 
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’had'MiIijngatccVlMaMur-iin-nclier, tlie terriloiy on tlieOxus, and from A. H.* S^; 
nhom he rcccued a daughter in marriage. ^ 

Tvlahmud, hy the victoiy at Peishaw ir, on the eighth of Mohurrim^ renditab. 
of the three hundred and ninety-sr cond ol the Hidjerah, over Jeypal 
prince of Labour and the Puniaub, ha\ ing made that monarch his pris- 
oner, tocetlicr AMth fifteen ol Ins sons and other relatives, and killed 
five thousand of his followers, secured a triumphant conclusion to 
his/n Indian expedition. The booty nhicli lell into his hands was 
ver> conciderahlc , and among other articles, were sixteen jewelled 
neeklacc'5. by the Hindus denominated JSIanlo^ one ofw hieli alone be- 
lon£rmtr to the lUiu.h himself w as estimated at the \ alne of one hundred 
and clght^ thousand dinaiirs ; equivalent, at the lowest calculation, to 
eisrlity tw o thousand fi\ e hundred pounds steiling. On this occasion, 

Mahmi’id is loprescntcd to lunc extended his ra\ ages to Bahtindah or 
Batneir, and to ha^e enlarged his loyal piisoner, on the promise of a 
stipulated tribute But it being a maxim among these absurd idolaters, 
that the monarch w ho had Iw icc fallen into the hands of the Mosslems, 
was rendered unwoithy of the so\ereign -authoritv ; that his errors, 
crimes, or misfortunes, could be no otherwise expunged than b}’- the 
all-pon erlul operation of fire , and Jeypal ha^ ing become now tw ice a 
prisonci to the implacable adversaries ot the gods of his country, that 
prince straightw^ay resigned his authority to his son Anundpal , and 
on the burning pile oQered himsell a sacrifice to avert the calamities 
w Inch might further impend, from his afflicted people On his return 
from this expedition bldhmhd cither lecened, oi assumed the title of 
Ghau-5zv, or victor in the cause of the faith. 

On this occasion we have been insensibly engaged, andpeihaps un- 
necessarily, in extracting from Perish tab, moie in detail than is strictly 
consistent with our design, the nairative of Islahmud^s proceedings J 
wdneh the reader w ill doubtless find already executed w ith far superior 
skill, b}' the abler pen of colonel Scott .j* and more recently by the 
learned author of the Indian antiquities. Henceforw^ard the relation. 

W’lll, as fai as possible, be confined to the sucemeter statements fur- 
nished in the Rholaussut-ul-akhbaur. 

' Kov 2Gtb, A. D 1001. 

"t W itli some desree of mortificatmu. I must here acknowledge, that this respectably 
^^nte^ s trandatiou of renahlah has ue^ er j Lt fallen to lot to peruse. 
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In three hundred and ninety-four, Mahmhd’s further designs against 
tlieindian territory were suspended, by an expedition in which he^vas 
engaged against Kholf the son of Ahmed, the prince ofSeiestaun, and 
Ncimiouz; who had unfoitunatcly suffered some proofs to transpirci 
of a disposition lioslile to tVie interest of this poweiful and haughty 
conqueior. Defeated in battle, the soyeieign of Seisetaun shut him- 
self up in the foiticss of Tank, of which name we find a place on the 
Heirmund. Here he was immediately invested by Mahmud, and he 
finall^^ capitulated, throwing himself on the mercy of his besieger , whose 
vanity he flattered by the title of Sultan, with which, in the moment 
of piostiation, he had saluted him ; and by which the conqueior wss 
so much giatified, that he restored to the suppliant his government of 
Sciestaun, adding to his own name the title thus seasonal)!}^ applied to 
him, b}^ the subjugated prince. Rcciiriing hou ever shortly afterwards 
to hostilities, and claiming the protection of Eylek Khaun of Kash- 
ghar, Kliolftheson of Ahmed again excited the displcasuie of Mahmhd ; 
and, becoming once more his prisoner, was now confined to the castle 
of .lurjaun, where he ultimately died. 

Resuming his hostile designs against the princes of India, Mahmiid . 
in the course of three luindied and ninety six, subdued the cities ofBc- 
liautiah and Multaun. But, while he was engaged on this occasion m 
the neighborhood of the latter city, his fathei in law, Evlek Khaun, took 
advantage of his absence to Molate his engagements, and to invade the 
important province of Ivhoiabsaun, ofwJiicli, his lieutenant general 
Sebaush, or Sebaushitekein, was employed to take possession, while 
^auffei tekein, aiiothei of his captains, n as nominated to the government 
of B^lkh. On intelligence of the appioach of these intiuders, Arslan 
Hauzeb, who presided at HeiAt under the authority of iMafimhd, li.M 
abandoned that city, and hastened to Gheznin , fiom whence he dis- 
patched to apprize his sovereign, of the unpiovoked iiifiactionof treaty 
by AVMiich he had been diiven from his piovince. Shltan Mahmud qiut- 
tedMMtaun without delay, and with the rapidity of lightning returned 
lO hiscapital. Fioni thence lie shortly afterwards led his tioops towards 
fealkh, Sebaushi, and Jauflei tekein nitlidrawing at his appioach, hk^ 
^le feeblest winged insects before thevioKnce oi the wuirlwmd. 
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^!^^ek Kliaiindeitianding upon tins, the a'^sistancc of KucldcrKhaun, a H. 3f)7-^. 

monarch of Khotcn, that piincc, at the head of filt}' thousand of his A D ino7 -g- 

hra\est waniors, hastened to join him, and the t\NO inonarclis now Kliolaussut- 
• 1^1 dkbbaar, 

proceeded in conjunction, to gi\ ebatlleto Alahmnd , wlio lay encamped 

AA ith a poAA erfiil arm} , and a body of trained elephants, at the distance 

ol about loui leagues, or farsangs ironi B,‘ilkh. AViien the adverse hosts 

diev\ out in the jircsencc ol each other, and the battle had already 

commenced. Mahmud, on his part prostrated himself in prayer, and 

fer\ently besouaht the aid of that Omnipotent being, u hose eternal 

natuie is equaliv exempt irom u ant and decay; but u hen, by certain 

auspicious indicaiions.-hc thought he could discern that his vous were 

accepted, he immediately mounted hrs elephant, uhicli he now 

urged straight foiu ard against the centre of Eylek Khaun's fioops. 

The elephant seizing the standard beaiei of the enemy, instantly 

threw him into the ai'r, and proceeded with equal fuiy to trample 

under loot all otheiswho came in his w’ay The soldiers of Mahmud 

became so animated by the example of their sovereign, tliat all at 

once assailing thcadvcisc Ihie, they bore down all fuitliei opposition, 

and obtained .t decisive and signal \ ictor} , E}lek Kliaun and his 

ally the monarch ol Khotcn, escaping w itli the utmost dilficulty acioss 

' the Je} bun This event appears ro have taken pkice m the three 

hundred and ninety-seA enth of the Ilidjerah. 

In the course ot the same year, Sultan Mahmud proceeded again at 
the head of Ins troops towaids the territory ol the Indus, in 'order to 
chastise the defection of Now ausah Shah, w ho-after cmbracinof Isslam, 
had at the same time apostatized from liis religion, and rebelled against 
the authoiity ot his sovereign The rebel fled how'e\ er at the vei}'^ ru- 
mour of Mahmud’s appioach , and the latter without further trouble 
took the direction of Ins capitaL 

In the three hundred and ninety^ ninth of the Hidjerah, Sultan Mah- 
mud appears to have been for the fourth tune engaged m hostilities 
against the native princes of India , being on this occasion opposed by 
Pal the son of Anundpal, ivho surpassed them all In the abundance of 
his w'ealth, and the number of his forces. According to Ferishtah, 
he was met on the plains of Peishawii by Anundpal, at the head of a 
countless multitude assembled fiom all parts of Hindustaun. For the 
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space of forty days the armies remajned stationary hi the presence of 
each other without an action , the Hindus continually strengthened by 
fresh reinforcements, while Mahmud, with more than ordinary -vigi- 
lance, covered both his flanks with in tren chin ents, lest in the impend- 
ing conflict, the enem}'^s wings might penetrate in those points. 
His front Mas at the same time left open, apparently for the purpose 
of engaging without embarrassment, m hen he found his opportunity. 
When he had at last determined on giving battle, 'Mahmud detached 
fiom his main body a thousand archers, Mith instructions to attack the 
enemy and these having for sometime hotly occupied the attention 
of the Hindus, drew them by degrees tovards the encampment of the 
JMosslenis ; n ho proceeded in /air and compact array to oppose the troops 
of AnundpaL noiv become the assailants. In spite of the circumspec- 
tion ofiNIahmnd, and in the beat of the act]on,*a body of one thousand 
JCahkaies, or Guikkers, bale headed and barefooted, variously and 
strangely armed, passed the intrencbments on both his flanks , and falling 
in. with astonishing fury among the cavalry, proceeded u ith thedesper- 
ation of savages, and ivith their svrnids and knives, to cut down and 
maim both the horse and his rider, until, almost in the twinkling of an 
eye, between three and four thousand men had fallen Mctims to the 
rage of these infunated maniacs. Such was the impression of this des- 
perate effort, that Mahmud was actually about to draw aside from lus 
encampment, and to discontinue the conflict until the day following; 
when, most fortunately for the disciples oflsslam, the elephant which 
carried Anundpal, the g( neralissimo of the idolaters, 'taking fright at 
the explosion, says Ferishtah, of the cannon and musquetry, but most 
probablvat that ot some lockets, suddenly recoiled from the action;- 
and thisbe-ngperceived by the troops engaged on each sideof him, the 
alarm immediately spread that the R^ljah was flvmg , on which the 
Hindus at once broke, and dispersed in every direction They were, 
for two days and as manv nights, pursued -without intermission by Ab- 
dullah T^ey at the head of five thousand Arab horse, and by Arslan 
Hauzeb with ten thousand Turks and Afghans, by w^hom twenty 
thousand of the fugitives -n'ere put to the sw ord , Mobile thirty chain of 
elephants, and a prodigious boot}"^ Avere captured, and brought to the 
Qamp of the victorious xMahmud. 
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The Snlfan'no’n'Tiresented his hrn'iy before fhef^rtress ofBheimnTig'h- 
cr, Nugn:eikutc or Naiigracut, ancicntl^^ so denominated , and heie 
described to ha\e been a strong castle erected on the summit of a 
mountain, by Ra.iali Blicim oneoflliemicientmondrchsof theco'untry, 
vhich ^^aB used by the Hindus as a secure repository for thei'r most 
'sacred images, and by the surrounding Raiahs for their treasure and 
jeivcls. It Mas hoM'cVcr at this perfod total)}’’ destitute lof arhied de- 
fenders, and left entirely to the care of the Brahmins, and other attend- 
ants. ministering in the M-orship of their idols. As might have been 
expected, tlie itiiiids of these uinvariike and peaceiul inhabitants of a 
fortress, o( m Inch hoMcicr the ioundations might be said to be laid'in 
fhe heal ens, immediately gave m ay to the impressions of terror and 
■alarm, and the cries of quarter and mercy resounded from the aflrighted 
. garrison to the skies. On the third day the gates of this impregnable 
retreat Mere thronn open to Mahmud, the unarmed and defePc'eless 
inhabitants falling at his feet. The victorious monarch, accompanied 
by his household, and the pimcipal members of his couit, immediately 
entered the place, and ]irocecded to survey and take possession of its 
inestimable deposit, consisting. as Meare told, ot seven hundred thou- 
sand dinaurs of gold,^ iti specie, ot seven hundred Muhnsf in gold ahd 
silver plate, of tMO hundred ^luiiiis in pure gold UiiM^roOght, of tM’o 
thousand Miinns m unM-rought siher, and ot tM’enty Muhns in dia- 
monds, pearls, rubies, and coral, formed ilito various ornaments for the 
person , all ot m Inch had remained here untouched, ever since the time 
ot the above mentioned Rajah Bhcim, the foundei. 

On his leturn to Ghezn'mi’Mahmhd in a Suite of pa\ ilibns M’hich he 
pitched Mithoutthe city, exhibited to the multitude, mIiicIi thronged 
from thence and the neighboring toM ns, on tables otgold and silver, the 
spoils of Hindhstami accumulated in the recent expedition ; accom- 
panying the glorious and splendid spectacle, Mdiich continued for three 
days successively, with a sumptuous le'paSt, and a libe'ial distribution 
- to the indigent, aiid to the votaries of religion, of "every" class and 
description. ' ' - ' ‘ ' 

® 3208331 Gs ffj ' 

tin different parts oflndia the Minin or ila'dtid, is i-ariously eshiiiat^d froih a aCarte'r ofn 
'liundfed, to lort^ poands weight. 
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During the yenr four liundrecl/ SAltan Malnnljclresumed his operas 
tions ‘against the Indian territory ; and on his return to Glieznin in the 
course of the same year, he is'said to have ‘been followed by the most 
suppliantisolicitations for peace^ from the paramount soveieign of the 
Hindu princes, probably thcflajah Anundpal already mentioned , who 
engaged, if his entreaties were complied with, to furnish the Sultan’s 
arsenal with a supply of fifty elephsnts, .and to remit m money and ' 
precious commodities-an annual tribute to the royal treasury ofGhez- 
nin. On (these terms Mahmud appears to have consented to an ac- 
commoddtion; and a commercial- intercourse is said to have been now 
opened. or renewed between the. subjects of the adverse powers. 

The following year, the four hundred and first of the Hidjerah, 
Mahmud conducted his tioops into the teriitory of Ghfir, or Ghoiir; 
and being opposed, with considerable obstinacy, by Mahommed the 
son of Sun, the independent piince of the countrj'', at the head of ten 
thousand hoise, the latter was defeated by a very ordinary stratagem i 
beingenticedfromhis intienchments by a feigned letreat, and becoming 
the prisoner of bih invader. He eluded howevei the piotracted miserres 
of captivity by chewing the, signet of his iing, which had rn some way 
or other been impregnated with poison for such an emergency. The 
territorj'^ ofGhhrwas hereupon united to the dominions already sub- 
jugated to the exchequer of Mahmud. ^ - 

About the period under consideiation, Shah Nessaur the prince of 
Gherjistaun, which although probability be against us, we aie disposed , 
to identify with the piovmce.of Georgia, resisting the authoiity of 
Mahmud, ultimately became his piisoner.- On this occasioh "vve are 
informed, that Neyshanr was the, title bestowed by the people of Gher- 
jistaun upon their sovereigns, in the same manner as those of Ruy and 
Khaun.ave assigned, to the monarchs who rule over them, by the Hin- 
dis and Tataurs. In thetiraeofNouhthesonofMunsiii tbeSamaunian, 
the Nessaur of Gherjistaun was, a person of the name of Abh Nasser , 
who was inducedby a natural indolence of disposition, andanmnbound- 
ed attachment to letters, and the society of learned meii> to resign the 
burden of his government^ from which he was himself desnoiis of 
bemu relieved, to his son Mahommed. >yhen the power of Sultan 
Mahmud, however, attained its ascendancy ^ on^of his agents, Aukkeby > 



2sr 

the author of the Ta'iikh Ycmcinv,' AVas employed to demand the sub- 'A. H. 4 ai -5 
mi‘?sion of tlm’piinc'e of Ghci.pstaun to'th6 authority of his master A D 10L1-1 4 
and this being complied n ith, \Yithoitt apparent didiculty, the soli of Kliolaussiit- 
AbU Nasser, nho bore the title of Shah Nessaur, accompanied the 
agent to tender his submission in the presence of Mahmud , and after 
residing some time at the court of tlia't monaich, was peimitted to 
return in safety to his natne country' But suffeiing himself to be 
misled by the seductions of a niiscliiei ous ambition, the joung man 
non suddenly evinced a disposition to be refractory, and to violate his 
engatremcnls nith his iormidablc superior on n Inch Altuntaush the 
Hauieb, or chambcilain, and Arslan llau/cb or Jauzeb, as the name is 
indificrentlv written, n e^cdl''patchedb^ Mahmud tocnforce obedience . 

On the arriial of these commanders before the eapital of Gherjistaun, 

Nessaur Abu Nasser immediatelv threw himself on the merev of Al- 
tuntaush, and n as convc} cd by that general towards Heiat Shah Nes- 
saur had shut himselt up in one of the strong holds of the countiv, 
but conceived it prudent at the expiration ol a vet') little lime, also to 
capitulate, and put hira'=!ell into the hands of the geneials of iSlahmud. 

He nas immediately dispatched to Gheznin, to the presence of that 
monarch, by whom after he had experienced the discipline of his whip, 
he vas confined for life to one ot his castles, the agents of the govern- . 
mentbeing, at thesame tune, instructed tosupply him with every thing 
that could contribute eithei to his comfort or enjoyment Sultan 
jSIahmiid then sent for Nessaur Abu Nasser from Hermit, and treating 
him with considerable kindness, purchased from him then hole of his 
inheritance, for a sum ot money actually paid him on the spot. 

In the course of the year foui hundred and five, Mahmud was en- 
gaged in an expedition towards the lemotei extremity of India, boider- 
ing on Tuikestaun, orTartary, according toFenshtah , where he is said 
to hai e fought n ith, and defeated the sovereign of the countiy, and to 
have reduced the city of Nardein, of which the author does not attempt 
tofix the position. He pioceeds hoivever to state, that in thecouiSe 
of the same vear, receii mg' information, th'at theie existed a species of 

I 

elephants to n Inch they gave the appellation of elephants of the Mos- 
slems, or hlussulman elephants, at a place called either Manilsher, or 
hlabilsher, or Majlsher, it is impossible to determine which, unless it- 
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w^r.e indeed' the celebrated sanctuar}^ of Tahtiaser, ^lahmjjd. led hi?; 
troops into the country ; and having defeated and expelled the Jawful 
prjnce, a profligate and inveterate infidel, returned in tnumph with an 
incalculable booty to his metropolis. of Gheznin. 

Abul Abbas Mamun the son ofMamun. princeofKhaurezm, had mar- 
ried one of the daughters of Sultan IVlahmud : and bein? put todeath in 
the four hundredand seventh ofthejlidjerah. by Benaltekein, and a con-, 
spiracy of hisfactious nobles, ^lahmud hastened on lUtelligence ofthe 
treason, to avenge the injuries of his son in law ; defeated, and inflicted^ 
condign punishment upon Benaltekein and his accomplices ; and bes-., 
to%\ed the government of the country, with the capital of Ooror L'r-^ 
kunje, and the title of Khaurezm-Shah. upon Alijintaush, one of Ins. 
f^Lvonte and most distinguished generals. 

In the four hundred and ninth of the Hidjcrah, ourauthor fixesthe, 
expedition to Kanouje, stated to be at the distance of three monthSi 
journe^ from Gheznincthesamethatwasundertakenby SultanMahrai d, 
accordingtorenshtab.by the route of Kashmeir; and the sequel of whichj 
has been jiven in detail b\ that authoi. as is already sufficienth' known. 
The spoil in gold and silver, and jeuels, and other precious materials*., 
accumulated by Mahmud in this expedition, is said to have been of a, 
magnitude to surpass the aiithmetical skill of his. accountants to esti* 
mate ; and the multitude of captives was such, that though the value, 
of a slave was set at no more than ten dirhems, or about fourshillings.- 
and seven pence English, they could find no purchaser even at that 
price. 

In the four hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah, Mahmud was. 
engaged m his last. exterminating enterprize against the unfortunate 
Hindus ; the expedition to Sumnaut, at the extremity of the peninsula, 
of GujerM. On tliis expedition, according to Fenshtah, he se.t out 
from Gheznin, on the tenth day of Shabaun, of the year four hundred 
and fifteen, or ahoutthe Ibtli ofOctober, A. D.. 1024, and heamved at 
Miiltaun m .the middle of the followins: month of Ramzaun.^ at the; 
head of a pow^erful army; and accompanied by thirty thousand cavalrs'* 
who volunteered their services from all parts ,of the Asiatic contment* 
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From’ licnppcAvs to luive prosccntccl hismnrch, skirting the 
dcsci'Uo. Apnoii, ami frbin tlicncc by Nchciwula, the Pnttun or anci- 
ent capital of Gujerat, to the object of his zeal ancl avarice. 

Suninaut, according to oiii author, as the name of acelebrated idol, 
Mhich \vas ^^orsl)lpcd by tlie infidels ol the country , but a couplet of 
' Fcrcid-ud-dein Atlalir is 'recited a little furt'hei on, asserting that the 
the great idol discotered b\ the armies of hlahtliud at Siiinnaiit, bore 
• the appellation of Laut We know, lio\\e\c’f, that the pilgrimages of the 
Hindus are to this day principally directed to Duarkanaut,’ the spot of 
Krishna’s cvanitinn. according to the Mahabau^ct, to Jugganaiit, an^ 

' to Rainnaiit, or Haninad ; the latter at the southern extremity of the 
‘ peninsula of India, iiotfar from the bridge of llama. In the mean tiinewe 
areinlornied that toSumnaut, the lord Stun, or Siima, the Hindu my- 
•Ihologists have assigned the proMiicc of adjudging to departed souls, 
according to the doctiincs of transmigration, the bodies appropriated 
' lor tlieir future habitation , and in the belief of tlie liindhs, tlie ebb and 
flon of the ocean is nothing more than amaik of its adoration towards 
" their fa\orite idol. 

‘ On the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffA he proceeds to 'describe, 
that the temple, or edifice which contained the image ofStimnaut, was 
decorated by six and thirty pillars, inlaid with precious stones of the 
' most beautiful and costly description , that the image itself was of po- 
'lished stone, Di marble, about the height of five cubits, thlee above the 
flooiing of the temple, and two concealed beneath it. I am aware that 
" in these dimensions I have differed from the most respectable authOri- 
'ties , but, both in the copy of the Kholaussut-ul-akhbauf and "of the 
" Ferishtahln rhy possession', the statement is piecisclyasl hdve given 
It. At all events three guz, or cubits of two and twenty inches, above 
■'the floor, would give to the image the stature of an ordinary sized man. 

' The circumstance of its being smitten on the nose by the mace of 
^ Mahmud, and of the immense treasure concealed in its belly, is alieady 
known. We shall here just mention that he rejected a prodigious ran- 
'SomtoSpareit,allegingthatoftwd appellations, rather than theidol brO- 
■.ker, he chose to be called MahmAd theidolbi eaker and to reward his zeal, 
the piecious contents discovered in the hollow.of the idol, surpassed 
an hundred fold the sum which had been offered by the Brahmins for 
VOL. II. 2 p 
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'.«l22il21‘ than fifty thousand were put to the sword by the troops of i\;I^thmud f 
dS^ur!' treasure ^vlthdraA^n from the interior of the temple, from the 

jthe hoHow of the image perhaps, is alone estimated at the sum of twenty 
millions ofdinaurs ofgold in which proportion we are told to calcu- 
late the further spoil, wluchfell into the hands pfthe plunderers of tlii 5 
celebrated sanctuary. , 

When he was about to quit Shmnautonhis return toGheznin, Mah- 
mud desired his ministers and principal officers to select fromamong 
-themselves some particulai indiyidual, on \yhom he might confer the 
government of the recent conquests; but it being represented to him, 
that, since it was notiiis design to revisit thecountrv, it would be more 
advisable to place it jn the hands of a native, he proceeded to deliberate 
on the subject, wuthsuch of the inhabitants as hepermitted to approach 
his person. By these he W'as informed that among the princes who had 
ruled the countiy,A\hetlK-rin puiity of oiigin orlustre of descent, none 
wereon apar wuth the laceof Dabsheleim, orDabsheleinia. Of this race 
they said that tliere fortunately tlien existed a young person, whose 
attention had been hitherto entirely devoted, in the garb and profession 
of a Brahmin, to the duties of religion , and on this person, if the Sultan 
conferred the soveieignty of that part of.Gujeraut, they conceived that 
It would not be un'woxthily bestow'ed. Others how’ever contended that 
the individual proposed w'as a of unaccommodating and austere 
habits, who had been compelled by necessity alone to make choice of 
thehfe of a recluse; .and they recommended, on the contrary, the sover- 
eign of a neighboring territory, who to the same.lustre of descent, added 
a superior prudence, and maturity of years, as an object far more w'oi- 
thyofthe Sultanas preference, and ofthegovexnmeut of their country* 
Tothis Mahmhd observed, that if the person they proposedhad, in any 
instance, evinced a disposipon,to cultivate his friendship, it might then 
indeed be expected that such a request in his favor, wmuld be attended 
with little difficulty in the comphance ; but to confer a territory of 
that magnitude upon one who ivas already m possession of one of the 

• Attb'e lowestc-omputation, of nnie shillings and twopence to the dmaur, tins would 
f amojuul to tte sum of 5,166,6661. 13s. 4d. 
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fn Iiuli.i, rind a/Iia Imd, mnfco\‘cf, nrviif afTordcd 
iIk • hrlitf'U doinon-rtralion ornllnchnirnl, to inrht ••iiclin proof ofcon- 
fulinon rnd rff:nr<l.t\pp<^nrr‘d to !uin rnlhcr m idr-oftlir dictnfrpol ’^obcr 
df'ru iion. '1 lu‘n<( ndmc fnr tbo nN'lu^ir lie ttninr (ImIcU iiir ( ‘•led him 
\Mib tln'^^o t-rnnirnl oltbr pro' inr«', 7 be rlc'JCfinl.ml of Daij'iboleiin 
in ''cn piinu of In*; lid<uinr\ ‘;o\ ert'ipnt' ., cinbr.irr d the opportimiti of 
n pre‘-<'5>tinu to ilieSultan bn^approlu nejon*; k'^t tlicnci^bboring Haiuli, 
v bn altbt>nt:bot tin* < unf linmize, bn^ inort d ( nriny,nppn7ed of tltc 
dt p.uinrt <>l Inc lu i. •'!.'< tor, •-lioidd <ltr< rt the w bole of bi^^ forl’C to tbo 
di’ciniriion oi In*- r* bttiv e. Tudi r tln“ pi.rcin*.ion,nnd " nlnbckno%v~ 
liiketbni bo tnnet be b It entirel\ nnpo p^reil for reci'-inncr, be found 
It I'Npv dn nt to tle-elo^t to tlie bnltan tin' n itnre of inc nj»prebrncjonc ; 
in ibe liojte tiuit, in ''(biition to tbt bo oi^. \Mib \\ Incb be bad br cn ;d- 
r<'!d\ b>adid,tbt tr<'r.]is(i| Inc \ icionoucidk would be furlliercniplovcd 
to c, rnrt Inni a^tnnet ibe in'cub* tb“.i"ne of tbe dreadefl rn al. Mali- 
imitl iiifoinicii bun m n pl\ .tiuit in Inc expedition toco remote a rcgiorr, 
Jk li ‘d b( ( n cn^iinlK n tuated b\ no other moti\ i than ibc glon alid- 
ad' aiieiMiu nt oi bis Inlb. and tint, as three ere bad nlrc.Td\ elajicod 
siiieebis cl» p irturo (roui C»lie/nln, it \\ oiild make no mati rial difTercncc 
t<» linn, it "-IN iiK'iiibs \\ere add( d to the peiiod of his absence. He 
proeerdid nci'oidineh to iinade the ternlor}' of the obnoxious Dab-: 
sluleinnan , "lutin be in a 'ers short time subdued, and deln'crcd a 
pmoiur into the liaiuK ol the nr "-made so'crcirrn. Tbe latter now 
$tattd to Midiniud that, bv tbe lolicion " breh be professed, it was not 
pernntted to ])nt a so'creign prince to death ; but that "ben a rival 
monarch fLlliniotlu po" er ol bis ad'orsary, it " as the practice to lodge 
him in a daik chamber, exca'ated under the throne ot bis conqueror, 
V lib no other opening to it, than "nssiiflicicnt for the introduction of 
■\\bat was necessary lor the support of existence • and m tins state he 
was condemned to remam, until tbe hand of death should determine 
tbe sur\ i\ or. Ilis power being ho'\ ever as yet but too imperfectly es- 
tablished to admit of his pursuing theoidinary course, he piocccded 
further to request that Sultan JMalimud would take the captive prince 
w itli him to Gbe^nin ; aelding, that he relied upoir the generosity of 
his benefactor to send bun back to Gyjerat when his autlionty should, 
he sufliciently confirmed, and when it would be prudent on lus part 
fiD require it, 
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A. II. 410 20. Having complied \vitli the solicitation of his tributary in every iii" 

A. D. 1027 - 20 . . Sultau hiahim'tci; after enduiing'Uuparallelcd hardships in his’ 

' progress thi'oiicjh'thc deserts IcOding’to'Sind; w Inch it would be unne-' 

ul-akhbaur. , % . , •* , - . , 

^ ccssaiy to detail, at last succeeded in regaininghis capital,^ in the fiist, 

or second Rebheia, of the four hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah.* 

after an absence, accoiding to this ’^statement, of two years and six 

months, . ' « r 


Some years subsequent to this period, when he considered himself 
securely established in his power, the anchorite king 'of Gfijerat dis- 
patched his agent's, with magnificent presents to Sultan hlahmud and 
the membeis of his court, and a request that his captive rival might 
be now delivered up to Ins disposal. Mahmud at first exhibited some 
repugnance to comply with tlie request ; but yielding to the sugges- 
tions of his ministers, he ultimately determined to send away the captive, 
who was accordingly delivered to the agents employed to take charge 
ot him. When the escort which conveyed the prisoner, was known 
to have reached the confines of his country, the Dabsheleima on the' 
throne, having given directions to compleat the vault of wretchedness 
intended for thcieception of Ins rival, hastened m conformity to the 
fuicher usage- of the country to meet him ; in order that the unfortu- 
nate captive might he subjected to the customary degrading ceremony, 
ofruhnmg on foot at the stirrup of his more fortunate rival, and ivitli 
the royal bason and ewer on his head, all the way to the palace gate 
of the capital. Having proceeded with these views to some distance 
on hig excursion, accompanied by a numerous letinue, the royal 
Dabsheleuna engaged in the -diversion of the chace, and having con- 
tinued it with great eagerness and actnity until late at noon, the 
monarch and his retinue were dispersed m different directions, to 
screen themselves from the ra'', s of a meridian sun. Dabsheleuna 
Jaid himself at the foot of a tree, and coveimg his face with a 
handkerchief, lesigned himself to rest. The handkerchief wdiich 
he had throwm over his face, happened unfortunately to be of a scar- 
let coloui ; and attracting the attention of a vulture, w Inch w^as hovel- 
ing round, the ravenous bird took it for the flesh of some slaugh- 
tered animal, and immediately pouncing, struck its talons through 
j * April or Maf, A-. D, 1027 . 




hovering unwary, princess, eye;, tlie loss of which wjis 
the inevitable consequence Among the genuine Hindhs it was, it 
eeems, another maxim at this peiiod, that any species of personal .ble- 
tnish was sufficient to disqualify, a prince from holding his authority, 
and the misfortune which had happened to the sovereign, being soon 
circulated thioudi the camp, produced a sudden and violent uproar 

• M i I ' > 1 ' ® 1 1. i r r , r 

amonsT the chiefs. At such a crisis, the arnyal of the captive Dab- 

t , , ^ 1 ' ' r ‘ ’ I j:: 

sheleimian was announced, and by a strange and unlooked for vicis- 
situde, the destinies of the tivo princes underwent an immediate and 
total reverse. The newl}'^ arrived Dabslieleimian ivas saluted king by 
the unanimous voice of tlie people, and the anchorite w’as condemned 

J K ' ^ \ f 

in his stead, to bear the bason and ewer by the side of his horse, to 

^ I I I I , 1 -ft 

the darksome and -wretched abode prepared for his adversary. Thus, 
-says Ferislitah, unfolding another example of the decrees of an, inscru- 
table providence, wdiicli, -while it precipitates one individual from the 
splendor of a throne, rescues another from the belly of the -w’liale. ^ 
While hlalimhd -ivas at B&lkh, some time after his return from his 
zealous expedition to Sumnaut, lie received from the Khaleifah U1 
Kader, together w ith four standards, denoting Ins supremacj- over the 
fom great countries of Hindustaun,’Ivhorassaun ,lvhdurezm,ah'djNeim- 
rouz, a flattenng letter, bestowing upon him the additional. title of 

' Keh> f-ud-doulah & IssKmi — asylum of the state and of tlie true faith. 
^ ^ 1 • / 1 

These were accompanied by similar distinctions /or his three sons”, 
hlussaoud being dignified w itli the title of S'lialiaub-ud-doulah’ alid 
Jumuiaul-ul-millut — bright star of the state, and beaiitv.of the/aitV- 
Yussuf, with thatofEzzed-ud-doulahand Mfteyed-uUinillut — afm/or 
support of the state and esfablisher of the faith ^ and ^A*me1rj\Ialiom- 
med, with that of Jullaiil-ud-doulah and Juihmaul-ul-millut — glofy 
of the state, and embellisliinent of the faith ; at the same time, pledg- 
ing Ills "approbation of eithei of the three piin~ces, on -wdrom the father 
might think fit to devolve the succession to his tlifoiiei 

The tibops of Alahmud oh , their return from Guieraut had suffered 
considerable annoyance from the natives of Mount Jeliud , he deter- 
mined tlierefofe, some' time in the year four hundred and eighteen, to 
.^chastize the insolence ofthese, unsubjugated 'barbarians. Once more 
and for the last time, he accordingly led his army towards Mtiltauh. 
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'h. '‘When Tie reached that city, he gave instniction's ' for the immediate 

equipment on the pver’^ of an armament of fourteen hundred war boats^ 
each f^urnished with three rostra, or beahs of non ; one on the prow 
andoneomeachbeam, soconstructed as topierceoi demohshany adverse 
vessel that mijghtcome m contact. The boats were further armed with 
tw^ty soldiers each, with bows andarrow^s,'and fireworks of naphtha ; 
and thus equipped, the armarnent was dispatched along the river 
ibr the extermination of theJauit^^ which is the appellation here bes- 
towed upon the mountain tribes above alluded to. The latter, aware 
of the armament preparing against them, and having conve3’^ed tl eir 
w'lves andchildren to aplaceof security, among theislands inthelndus, 
thus dismcumbered, lay ready with four thousand, some say eight 
'thousand boats, strongly armed, to receive the attack. In the action 
W’hich however took place, the boats of the Jautts coming in contact with 
The iron beaks of those of hfabnifid, the shock of which they w'ere 
unprepared to resist, w^ere immediately pierced, and sunk to the 
bottom with all on board ; such as escaped by swimming, being put to 
the sword by the conquerors, and the whole of theirfamihes ultimately 
falling into the hands of their ruthless exterminators. 

In the course of the year fourhundred and twenty, Shltan Mahmfld, 

t 

'as w'e have already seen, took possession of the teritory of Rey, and that 

- I 

part of the province of IrAk Ajem, from the imbecile and effeminate 
hlajid-ud-doulah the Deylcmite; andbestoving the goveinment upon 
his son iNIi&ssaoud, returned soon afterwards to Ghcznin ; wdiere, hav- 
inglabouied forsometime underaconsumptive complaint, accompanied 
b^'a disorder in the loins, [incrz-c^sill ha s(i-ul-keina) he ultimately ex- 
pired, on Thursday the tw'enty-third of the latter Rebbeia of the four 
hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah the sixty-third year of liis 
age, and, calculating from the surrender ofGheznin and the captivity 
of his brother, the thirty-fourth of his reign. 

hlahmfid is represented to have been possessed of some of the most 
exalted and splendid qualities that could dignify and adorn the human 
character ; and } ct his merits appear to be resoh able, for the most part, 

* Pcrliops tlic itream formed near that place bj the- junction of the Beh/il, Tchuvauh^ 
and /{ffUrf. 
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^to a bigoted nod snnguinjiFy zeal fpr tbc ndvancomont o-f IsglAniiam, A, Hr 42^jt 
jand for the subversion of idolatry nud infidelity. His splendid guaiir A. D toag. 
ties a\ere, moreover, deplore^bly tarnished by an insatiable spirit of 
avaiicc, to whipli, in its most degrading compleyion,^ he Ipas bq?q stig; ^ 

niatized as a devoted and abject , slave. Ft,oi)i ^th)^ pdmus stigipa, JTerj- Feirshtah* 
ishtah has however sought to yjpdjcate ins fijironte.hefo, gscfibing if 
in a great measure, to the prev^lcnqe.gf ap, uuyust preju 9 tipe,^whic|i 
derived its origin from thq ivell'knpwp.ptory ofsFerdu^y ; tq whom, 
for his celebrated poepi of the^ Shqhnamah, thp labour of 'thirf^y^y^ar^, 
die assigned the comparatively paltry sum of sixty thpusand,i4ir]j^oi^ 
only,*" amounting to about fiveTpcncelwlfj-pqpny the cppp)ejtj, the pqet 
jiaving entertained the upreasoiiableexpectjition pf^^]xty thopsapd dinf- 
Rursorpieces ofgold. i\nother cause toMlncli he ascribes thp prevailing 
prejudice^ v as an arrangemept, by v hich, tpp'ards thp closexif brsreigq, 
becontuyed^tq disencumber his weyltbier- subjects of theur§pperfluous 
propel ty. That he loyed gold, tjie author neverthele^? pdmits, and that 
he accordinglydisdaiued no method by nbich it could be accumulated; 
but It was for the purpose of enabling him to prosecute Ins magnificent 
plans of conquest and aggrandisement^ and that therp qxists ample 
proof that the number of u its, men qf genius apd-learningj ppqts, and 
warriors, who subsisted onbiu bqunt}’, jja&,Se|iloip 3 fjillG^,to the-Jpt.qf 
any monarch of former , age -and is,as seldom likely ^0 happen in 'any 
-age to come. All tins it is to be acknouiedgeg, GOu)d pot be provided 
for, u itbout a liberal disbursement of treasure ; neij;bqr i^ d to be for- 
gotten that 1ns ■adnijratign ofmen, of science hgs neyerbeen questioned; 
that their merits never rfai led, fq be;^,waiqiBd ^b; 

-exclusive of occasional proofs of libenijji^ty,>a^;^ 

thousand dirhemsj" was aiinuaUy applied to the patronageuad.encouy- 


94 awqi hundr.ed 


agement of learping, anddearped inep. , 

Longprevipus to hi&deathj hlahmuddlfddpcl^pd Ais.spp rMahom- 
med.succ-essor.to the mpjpr partpf hi,s dqmjpiops, ipppodjately^-the 
prejudice ol his elder jbrother Mussapud, ^iscaRting ffppi recqlley- 
-tion, how little disposed^he found /iimjcf^tasubrait tOjasimilarpjyange- 
pieptby his lather. He -topk, however, an.opportunity,qfdemandingpf 
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Klfiss^oud, fdf\Vlibm hepiobiiUlj? conceived tb^tlfehadVdeqUatelyprow 

videcl iirthe ^bvince of Irak Ajfejn' in vv'h'at manner he proposed tocon- 
dbct liittiselfj’witlv respect' to^'his bfotlier ?'^Mussioud replied without 
bUfier resefveof hes]tatidn,q6' tlie'no sfnari'cbnFusibrl and equal indig- 
Wat’iohbf JN’Tahnludj’ iHhk in' this he' should be exactly governed by the 
fea'ifiplfebf'his fadi'efl 'T6 'ex^laih this, it may be necessary toremark that, 
at thb cdrdfiib'iicbmbritfbf liib fbign^o^ surrendering hfs power with the 
■castle of 'Ghezhhi into the hands of ‘]VIahniijd,''his brother Issmauil had 

r t f r , , 

■be'en' compelled to attend him''5nto Khorassaiin ; and the Sultan had 
the^bhdsi'ty^o^hsk the' captiVe prihcb ond day, wb at sort of treatment 
'bfe‘'mt^htbte'^talculatbd to' experience',' had the Issue of their content 
'be'bn -’the ‘reverse Of ‘wlfat liad happened? 'with equal candour and sim- 
fplib'jty"'of heart, Issrhauil replied^ that had fortune decided in his'fa\mr, 
dtwasiii His'contdmplatioh tbcOnfinc hisbrother'withiri the walls ofsome 
^dkstlei where lie should be provided Vitli all he might require, either 
‘foi-'t'he comf<^i't oT'^njbymeht'briife, short' of his personal’liberty. ' "‘A 
‘short time aftei wards, -availing himself bf some pretence or other to 
seize the person of Issmaurf,' Mahmud caused him to be delivefed to 
'the' gov'efnor'of Jurjaun; with ‘instructions to lodge him in one ofthe 
'castles’ of his prb’vinbb,^ and’ to supply him,' at the same time, with eveiy 
‘fhih'g'tliat Vbhld'corftribateeither to his pleasure''or repose, 
i ’ It' IS %rtlfer statedi'that while he continued in Ir^k Ajem, MahmAd 
^endeavored,' by repeated importunity, to prevail upon Mussaoud t» 
'swear that he would notengagein libstihtiesagainstdiisbfother, with- 
out producing'th'e sligbteStdhlp'reshoh r Mbssaond' as' constantly evad- 
-^ing his' impbrtunities 'by' tlie' declai'atihn,' that if Alahom'mfed ‘ would 
'pefsohally'repair 'to ‘the'spot, and fiist swear to' make with him, at the 
‘proper period, a just and impartial distribution oftheir fathei^streasures, 
he should have no difficulty in taking the ‘oath required- of him ; but 
"sitaated as at present, the one at Rey,' and the other at the distance of 
- GhebninV’he could not perceive how such' a partial arrangement could 
'be* ’productive of any advantage or pennan'ent'result, ' 

We'shall finally remark, that Mahmud is described to have been lO 
' person ef tile middle stature,'ofelegant proportions, and a freckled com- 
plexion, and the first of jus, race that assumed the title of Sultan, 
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MAHOMMnD the son of Mahm^id third of the raOc of Sebektggeln, 
succeeded to the thfonc of Gheznin immediately on the death of his 
father ; hut his brother Musshoud receiving at Hamadaun, in the re- 
cently acquired territory of Irak Ajem, intelligence of the event, march- 
ed without delay towards Khorassaun , di'ijiatching at the same time 
to inform Mahoinmed tl at he harboured no design upon the' countries 
to w Inch he had been nominated by a father’s partial selection; that the 
territoryofJcypal,oiTebristaun,aiKlofIr<‘ik Ajem, the honorable acqui- 
sitions oi his ow nsword w ereampl> suflicientfor hismoderateambition ; 
and all he requested was that, as the elder brother, his name should be 
first pronounced in the Ivhotbah. To this Mahommed returned an 
acrimonious reply ; and as soon as he had completed his warlike equip- 
ments, proceeded Iroin Gheznin, to Bikkenabad, some distance north 
of the metropolis , w here he encamped on the first of llamzaun* of the 
four hundred and twcnt\ first of the Hidjcrah. 

HaMug continued stationary during the wdiole of Bamzatin, it un- 
fortunateU happened that on the festival of the new moon ofShavatil, 
the tiara ol the ill-iated iNIahommed should diop fromlnshead inaman- 
ner that could not be easily accounted foi , which being considered by 
the superstitious multitude as an omen inauspicious to the stability" of 
his power, Ameir Ally Khaishaw und, and Yussuf Sebekteggin, with a- 
nuinberot the piincipal courtieisopeuly revolted in favorof Aluss^oud; 
and on the night ot the third ol Shavaul,-|‘ surrounding the pavilion of 
Alahommed thej' immediately seized his peison, and proceeded to con- 
fine him in the castle of Bikkenabad. The ministers and principal 
nobility of the late monarch then hastened to loin Mussc\oud, wdio had 
as It would appear by this time advanced to Balkh. The conspirators, 
however, experienced from him a leception on wdiich they had little 
calculated. HussuugAleykaul, the prime minister ofthedeparted Malt- 
mud, against wdiom Mussaoud had long cherished an irreconcilable 
animosity, was put to death. Ally Khaishawundshared the same fate ; 
and Yussuf Sebekteggin was immured foi life in a piison. Mt\ss- 
aoud shortly afterwards repaired to Gheznin, wdiere he took care to 
secure himself against all further attempts on the pait of his brother 

* August 31st, A, D, 1030. + October 2nd, A, D, 1030. 
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A. H. 421-24. MahomiTled, by tlig' usilal a{)plicatioTt 6f the instrument of cauteiy, t® 
A D 103Q-33 destroy the organs ofvisjon. ■ 

ul akhbaJir^' Nasser-ud-ddm Mussaot^d, son of MahmAd, fourth of the 

race of Sebekteggio, and si^sth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Having succcsfulJy vindicated the claims of an elder brother to the" 
throne ofhis father, Mu sshoud consigned the office ofVezzeir to Ahmed 
theson of Hu^sun Meym'undi. In the four bundled and twenty second 
t>f the I-Iidj'erah', he devolved the government of Irak Ajem upon Abh 
Sohel Hamdhni, delegating that of Isfahaun, however, by a particular 
Mvssaotjd patent, to the separate supermtendance of Alla-ud-doulah Jauffertbe 
Vltlr of the -son of Khkuiali,* the inaternahcouzin german, of the weak and imbecile 
Mhjid-iid-doulah the Deylemite. Allh-ud-doulah accordingly pro- 
ceeded for some time to conduct the government of that part of Irak 
Ajem, as the lieutenant of Mhsshoud; but ultimately aspirmgat inde- 
pendence, he openly abjuied the supremacy of that prince and it was 
under these ciicumstances that the celebrated Abu Allv ben Seina 
(Avicenna)' became the prime minister of Alla-ud-doulah. - 
In the course of four hundred and twenty three an expeditiort was 
uhdertakenfromKhaurezm,by AltdnTaush Haiijeb,undei the mstruc- 
tions' of Mhssaoud, to avenge the injuiies which he had sustained from 
"A'llyTekein the governor of Samarkand. TheKhaurezmian beinghow- 
ever desperately wounded, im the terntoi y beyond the Oxus, in an action ' 
which took place With the troopsof Ally Tekein, the combatants appear 
to have separated b}'' mutual consent, which was -followed by an ac- 
commodation, and AltunTaush shortly afterwards dyingofhis wounds 
was succeeded in the government of Khaufezm by a son of the name of 
perhn — or Harhn, according to Ferishtali That admired and estima- 
ble minister Ahmed the son of Ilussun Meymundi also dying in the 
foul hundred and twenty fourth of the Hidjerah, Ahmed the son of 
‘Mahommedj'the son of Abdussummud, became vezzeir to Sultan Muss- 
houd. In the mean time, as will be paiticulaily described in its 
pioper place, the race of Seljuk having passed the river Jeyhun to 
the westward, selected for their abode the teriitory dependent upon the 
cities of Nissa and Abiweid , and in a few yeais succeeded in extend- 
ing their encroachments through a considerable part of Khorassaun. 

^ Uncle, io called in the language of tJicDc^lcmites. 
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■ -Conimy to tnc representations of his ministers, who nrc:ecl the ser- 
ious expediency of checking at the outset, the usurpations of these 
fo midablc adventurers, Sultan Mhssaoud determined in the four hun- 
dred and tuent\ sixth of the JTidierah, on an expedition into India. 
Vindin^ ho^^c^e^on his return fiom this expedition in four hundred 
and t\\«.nt\ eiglit, that theyhad obtained a most dangerous ascendancy, 
be percen cd ample reason to regret, that he had for a moment delayed 
to oppose them. It now therefore became the object of his most 
serious attention to retrie\e the fatal o\cisigbt; and he employed 
his utmost exertions and acLl\lt^ to prepare for hostilities against 
them. But in thenar which ensued, attera series of conflicts, in w’hicli 
his personal valour was conspicuoiislv signali/cd, being ultimately 
defeated b> those enterprising and warlike Tartais, Sultan Mussaoud 
w as compelled to return w itli disgrace to his capital , where on the pre- 
tence o( misconducl, or lailurc of duty in this unfortunate 'var, he 
discharged his vengeance on some of his most distinguished generals 
and niinistcrs, whom lie condemned to suffer by the sword of the exe- 
cutioner. Altci this ho dispatched his son Modud with afrcsli arma- 
ment towards BMkh , while he hastened, in his owm person, tow ards 
Ilindubtaun, accompanied b\ his brother the blind Mahommed, and 
the thieesousot that prince, Ahmed, Abdurraihman, and Abdunai- 
heim, proposiiigto passlhe cold season in thatcountry, and on the return 
ot spring to resuinchisopcrationsagainst thesons ot Seljuk. Inciossing 
(he Indus, howevci, leaving liis baggage and equipage on thew^estern 
side ot the rivei, in order to follow him at convenience, Koushtekem 
V ith a body of tlie imperial slaves, seized the opportunity to plunder 
thetieasuie, and to raise the blind Alahoinmed once more, to the dan- 
gerous and precarious possession of a disputed throne. Sultan Muss- 
aoud fled tor safety to a rebbaut, or w ailed enclosure, in the neighbor- 
hood , but, being immediately pursued and discovered in his retieat, the 
unfortunate monarch was conducted by his enemies to the presence 
ot his brother, by w horn, w ith all attached to his person, he was confined 
to the fortress of Kuiri. The blind Alahommed, in the mean time, 
devolving the royal authority to his son Ahmed, the latteri repaired 
shortly afterw ards to the place of the deposed MussAoud’s confinement, 
necompamed by thesons of Yussuf Sebekteggm, and Ally Ivhaisliajv- 
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A/H. 490-41, und, and there put a period to his existence, in the four hundred and 

thirty third of the Hidjerah ; the twelfth of his turbulent and unpropi- 

ittkhbaur! ingratitude evinced in the perfidious conduct 

of his subjects, however frequently exemplified in the annals of hu- 
'man depravity, it would scarcely be conceived that the unfortunate 
Mfissaoud greatly surpassed in affibility of manners, and liberality of 
disposition ; and that he uniformly studied to secure the attachment of 
all, and of men of letters in particular, by the most conspicuous proofs 
of his bounty and beneficence. 

Sfiltan^Abfi] Futtali Moudud the son of Mdss^oud, fifth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, arid seventh of the monarchs of Glieznin. 

As soon as intelligence was conveyed to him of the disastrous ter- 
mination of Ills father’s life, Sfiltan Moudud broke up his camp from 
before BMkh, and directed his march for Gheznin ; Mahommed on his 
part hastening with his three sons from the vicinity of the Indus towards 
MouDtiD, vntli same object. In a battle which took place, shortly afterwards, m 
of the monarchs the desert of Deyniir, victory declared however for Moudud , the blind 
king' with his sons, and tliose of Noushtekein, and Ally Khaishawund, 
and Shliman the son ofYfissuf Sebekteggin, fallinginto the hands rif the ' 
conqueror, and being tbesource of all these convulsions, were the whole 
of them iramediatelyput to death; with tlieexceptionofAbdurrailieim 
the son of Mahommed, who was exempted from the fate of his fellow 
captives, in oonsiderationofhis humanity, in protecting the late Sultan 
Mfissfioud from the violence of his brother Ahdurraihman, when this 
latter had presumed with unmanly insult to tear the diadem, or royal 
cincture, from the head of that unfortunate monarch, after he had been, 
betrayed into the hands of his enemies. 

Sriltan Mouddd now entered Gheznin in triumph'; and having se- 
curely seated himself on the throne of his family, bestowed the office ■ 

- of prime minister on Abfi> Nasser Ahmed thri son pf Mahommed, son 
of Abdussummud. In the four hundred and thirty-fifth of the Ilid- 
jerah, he made an attempt to check the progressive aggr.andizement 
in dChovassaun, of the SeljAcides ; hut the-^rmy winch he emploj^ed 
‘ for that purpose was driven hack with disgrace and loss, by the siiper- 
.. jor valour and, good fortiiue.of Alep Arslan. Six years afterwards, 
namely, in the four hundred and foity first of the Jldidjerah, haying* lert 


ef Ghezuin. 
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■Ghornln, nt the hcnd of nn immouBc force, in order lo vindicate hia A, H. 441-49, 
Dglus against the race of Seljuk, iSlondiid ^\ns, however, on his first A. D 1049-5 2. 
stage, in the castle of Saunkute on the way towards Kabul, according 
to Fcrishtah. attacked by a fit of the cholic, by which he was compelled 
to lehnquishhis scheme of revenge, and to return to his capital ; where, 
on the twenty-fourth of the month of Rudjub*^ of the same year, he 
MAS finally removed from this scone of pride and absurdity, to a state 
of permanent foposc and bliss, after a reign of seven years. 

Ahii JaulTer Mussaoud the second, the son of Moudud, sixth of 
the race of Schektoggin, and eighth ofthe monarchs of Gheznin. 

This prince being N Gt an mfautof four years of ago, was deposed m 
a very fen daAs after his nominal accession, by the members of his McssaoudTM 
father’s court, n ho conspired to promote the advancement of his uncle. 

Ahiil Ilus'^un Ally, the son of Mus'^rioud I, seienth of the race of Ghezma- 
Sehekteggm, and ninth ol the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Seatedon the throne of Gheznin, with the concurrence of the leading 
nobility and Ameirs, on the fust day of Shahniint of the four hundred 
and forty first of the Iluliorah, this prince immediately espoused the 
Yidow of Sultan Monchid, who appears to hate been the daughter of 
Tchegher Beg the brother of the celebrated Toghrcl Reg, ButAbdur- 
rashid the sonofMahnuidGhauzzy, n ho, after being confined by Sul- 
tan iiloiuhid to one of the foi tresses between Bost and Aushferrn, had . 

, , , , 1 . , , , , , Ally, IXth of 

been nominated by that monarch on Ins death bod, to succeed him, tie monarchs of 

obtaining hisrelcasefrom imprisonment, throngb theexertions ofAbdur- Gheznm. 
reznuk the son of Ahmed I\Jet mnndi, and advancing m the lattoi p.ut 
ot thefoin hundred and forty thud ofthe Hidierah,j; tow'aids Gheznin; 

Shllan Ally, on intelligenee of hia approach, abandoned his power 
■w ithout an cflbrt, after having enjoyed itfora period ofabout twm years. 

AnDLnnAfiiiiD the son of Alahmi'id Ghauzzy, eighth ofthe race 
of Scbekteggin, and tenth of the monarch's e)f Gheznin. 

On the premature flight of biiltan Allv, the thione af Gheznin was 
quiclli taken possession of by Ahdurrashid; and the abdicated monarch 
being soon overtaken by his advcr.sarics, was immured from the eyes 

* December 21st, \ D, 1049 + December 20tb, 1049. 
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of the public in the fortress of Deidy. The power of his successor, wai 
not however destined to experience .any cons/deiable duration. To? 
ghiel Haujcb., a Turkish chief, educated under the piotection of Sultan 
Moudud the son of Mussaoiid, had been entrusted by that monarch 
with the government of Seiestaun , and about this period declaring his 
independence, proceeded towards Ghcznin. Abdurrashid retired into 
the ^citadel as soon as the insurgent was known to have approached 
within five farsangs^ of the metropolis ; of which, the*ursurper soon 
becoming master, the eastle made no extiaordinary resistance. Ab- 
durrashid with all the sin viving sons of Sultan Mahmud, nine in num- 
ber, now fell into the hands of Toghrel, by whom they were every one 
ofthem immediately put to death. Theusuiper then forcibly espoused 
the daughter ofMussftoud, and thesister of Ins benefactor; and assum- 
ing the royal authority, together with the eternal execration of man- 
kind has been branded to posterity by the title ofToghrel the traitor — • 
Tog hi eUKauffei -Niaiimmet. 

Noushtekein Haujeb Kherkheiz, one of the principal Ameirs of 
Gheznin, who held at this period the government of that part of Hin- 
diistaiin extending to the frontiers of Dehly,* which had reluctantly 
submitted to the yoke of the Mahommedans, received intelligence of 
the usurpation ivith equal honor, and displeasure, and he determined 
without delay to subdue and chastize the author ofit He wrote, how- 
ever, in the fiist instance to upbraid the daughter of Alfissaoud, and 
thenobles of Gheznin, with their ignominious acquiescence in the pro- 
ceedings of the traitor. Several of the chiefs, who still privately cher- 
ished the design of vengeance against the usurper, spurred on by the 
just reproaches conveyed in the letteis from Noushtekein, immediately 
formed a cohspiiacy to destroy the ungrateful rebel: and accordingly, 
when he had been suffered to indulge himself in his dream of sovereign 
power for a peiiod of forty days, and while he was giving audience to 
ins court, seated on the throne of the warlike and victorious Mahmbd, 
that public opportunity was selected bv the conspirators for the ex- 
ecution of their vengeance; the odious usui per being suddenly attacked. 

Seventeen English mUcs, and 120 jards, at 6000 yards to the farsang, or three miles, a 
quarter, and 280 yards. 
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nnd hc^^cc^ to pieces on the spot. The icign of AbclniTashitl appears 
to have lenninatccl in Ics*? than a twelve inontli. 

Funni Kii7.\UD the son of Mus'^aoiul, ninth of the lace of Sebek- 
tcgirin, and clc\cnth of the inonarchs of Gheznin. 

Soon alter the accoinplishincnt of this deserved and signal act of 
vcn 2 :cancc, Noiishtckcin Khcrkheiz arrived at Gheznin ; and discover- 
ing: on inquiry that there still sur\ ivcd in the castle, three of the race 
of Sebektegginjluirrukhzaiid, Ibrauhiin, and Shiija, the nobles concur- 
red V ith him in allotting the throne to the former, v ho was accordingly 
brought from his piison, and iincstcd with the authority of his an- 
cestors. 

Earl\ in the reiQ:n of this prince, encouraged by the revolutions 
V lucli appeared to convulse the monarch\ of Gheznin, Ameir Daoud, 
or DaMd, of the raccol Scljuk, hastened towards that capital, to take 
ad\ aiitagc of the supposed pre\ ailing troubles. He w as, hoivcver, gal- 
lantl;s opposed in the field by Noushtekcin with the troops of Fur- 
rukhzaud , and totalh defeated w ith infinite loss of bageage and equip- 
ment, 111 a conflict w Inch endured from sun rise to the close of da}', and 
in which the adicrsc squadrons ajipearcd to aim at nothing less than 
mutual extermination The troops ol Fmrukhzaud, w'lth their tri- 
um])hant general, returned with gloiyto the metropolis 

This victory hiving produced suflicicnt stahility to the power of 
Furrukhzaud, that prince w'lth a victorious army and lormidableequip- 
ments, now proceeded tow’ards the province of Ivhorassaun , w'hilc on 
the part of the house of Scljiik, Ktdlisaurek, one of tlleir most distin- 
guished geiieinls, w Ith a niiinerousforce, hastened to oppose his maich. 
Another dieaduil conflict ensued, winch like many that pieceded it, 
might easilv have surpassed the eloquence of the historian to describe ; 
batwhich, howeicr, again terminated inlavorofthe aims of Fun hkh- 
zaud, Kellisaurek, or Kallisaurek, and several others of the Seljukiaii 
coniinandeis becoming his prisoners Intelligence ol this last defeat 
of his troops being conveyed to Tchegher, sometimes called Jauffei 
Beg, a third arinv w'as immediately dispatched by that piince, to re- 
trieve these accumulated misfortunes, uiidei the oiders of his own son, 
the renow ned and w ailike Alep Arslan. A’^ictory now changed sides- 
the brai e and able Noushtekein Kherkheiz w as defeated by that illus- 
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A. H. 450 , tnous prince, and many of the Gheznian Ameirs were destined ia 
A D. 1058 . (.Jjgjj. experience the evils of captivity. Having- thus reestab- 

Fcrishtah. Jighed the superiority of his arms, Alep Arslan appears to have for- 
borne the prosecution of his victorious career,' and to have returned 
in all the pomp of tiiumph to the presence of his father. In the mean 
time, to evince his respect for the character of his illustrious adversary, 
Furrhkhzaud determined on the immediate and gratuitousenlargement 
of Kellisaurek, and his associates m captivity, whom he accordingly 
dismissed with splendid Khelauts. This act of liberality produced a 
corresponding sentiment on the part of the Seljukians, by whom the 
whole of the Gheznian prisoners were, in a similar manner, immedi* 
ately restored to liberty and their friends. 

About a twelve-month previous to his death, Furriikhzaud, who is 
differentlyrepresented ]ntheRouzut-ussuffa,and the Tarikhgflzpidah, 
by the former as the son of Mussaoud, and b}'- the latter as.that of Ab- 
durrashid, was exposed to considerable danger from the treachery of 
his slaves, who formed a conspiracy to destroy him while in his bath. 
The assassins had succeeded in forcing their way to his person, and 
■were hastening to the execution of their nefarious design, when the de- 
fenceless monarch, by a fortunate exertion, possessed himself of one 
of their scimitars , with which he contrived to protect himself until his 
attendants, becoming apprized of the danger, rushed into the apartment, 
and put- the conspirators to the sword. This attempt produced such 
an effect upon the mind of the prince, that he ever afterwards evinced 
a contemptuous indifference for the things of this world, as in con- 
stantexpectation of the period at which he was to leave it. After areign 
ofsixyears, he died of a cholic, or complaint in the bowels, in the very 
flower of life, and in the foui hundred and fiftieth 3’’earofthe Hidjerah. 

Abul Mfizufifer Ibrauhim the son of Mussaoud, tenth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and twelfth of the monarchs ofGheznin. 

Succeeding to the diadem of his ancestors on the demise ofhisbro- 
Ibratjeim prince, in the early part of his reign, entered into a treaty of 

Xllth of the peace with the house of Seljuk ; which must at this period have been 
Gheznuvi- represented by the able and warlike Alep Arslan, and not by his son 
Melek Shall, as described by Fenshtah, who di,d not succeed to the 
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dominions of his father, as amII he seen hereafter, until the four hun- A. IT. 450-608. 
drecl and sixty-fifth of the llidjerah. A D t 058 -i li 4 . 

Of the two expeditions successfully conducted into Hindustaun by Kiiolaussut- 
Sultan Ibrauhim. it w ould be here uiinecessaiy to enter into the narra- 
tive. The curious reader a\ ill doubtless find them sufficiently detailed 
in the translationof Fcrishtah by colonel Scott, at all events, all that can 
be requisite to be apprized of on the subject, may be seen wuth advan- 
tage Iroin the elaborate pen oi Mr. hlaurice, in his more recent history 
of that harras'^cd, and most interesting country, ^Ve shall be contented 
■with stating that he bears with historians in general, the character of 
a ju'^t and piou'^ prince, uniforml\ distinguished for the most liberal 
and diflusnc charit\ ; and that ho died in the four hundred and ninety 
second of the llidjerah,’*' alter a protracted reign, of tw o and forty lunar 
A ear";. 

Mussaoud the third, the son of Ibrauhiin, cle\cnth of the race of 
Scbcklegirin, and thirteenth of thcinonarchs ofGheznin. 

Surpassingin thcbencAolence of his manners and in the liberality of Fcnshiah. 
his disposition, this prince eaily signalized his lo\ e of justice by abo- 
lishing the arbitraiN contributions levied upon the people by hisprede- 
cessors, and by confimiing to the relatives of his blood, and to the 
Aineirsofliiseourt, thepossessionsallotted to them by SOltan Ibrauhim : 
and he contrived to secure himself against the hostile enterpnzes of Mussaoud, ITTd 
the house of Seljuk, by inarrMng the princess ^Iched-e-Irak, (the era- andXJdith of the 
die of Iiak) the daughter of Mclek Shah, and sister ot Sultan Sunjur. 

In the reign of ISIussaoud the third, being advanced to the dignity 
of lieutenant general of llindiistaun, (to be understood in this place, 
however, and indeed for the most part wdiere it occurs in the history 
of the Gheznu\ ides, as comprehending little more than the countries of 
the Punjaub) Ilaujeb Toghalekcin, led a body of troops from Labour 
across the Ganges , and pushing his conquests beyond those of any 
former general of Isslam, the victorious Mahmhd alone excepted, and 
renew ing the cruel scenes of pillage and desolation, extended through 
the countiy’^ by that remorseless conqueioi, he was suffered to return 
in triumph to the capital ofliis government 

After a reign of sixteen years unmolested by untoivard events, or 
by turbulence m au) shape, Sultan MussJioud became, lu the five hun- 

' A. D loas. 

2 R 


VOL. ir. 



906 

A. H. 508-12. dred and eighth of the Hidjerah, an inmate of the abodes of eternal 

A. D. 1114-18. 

i'crishtali. jj. jg affirmed on the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah, that on the 
death ofM&ssaoud, his son Kummaul-ud-doulah Sheirzaud ^cended 
the throne of Glieznin ; but that he was cut off, at the expiration ofa 
twelvemonth, that’ is to say, some time in the five hundred and ninth of 
the Hidjerah, by his brother Arslan Shah ; although the narrative of 
other historians has introduced the reign of the latter, without mterme- 
'diation, next after that of Mfissaoud. 

Arslan Shah son of Mfissaoud, twelfth of the race of Sebektegginj 
■and fouiteeiith of the monarchs of Gheznin. > 

It appears, at- all events, that having, by some measure of violence, 
usurped the diadem of Gheznin, Arslan Shah proceeded to seize, and 
impiison, all of his surviving brothers that he could lay hands on , but 
one of these, B eh ram Shah, escaping for protection to the court ofliis 
uncle, Sultan-Sunjui the son of Melek Shah, who at this period presided 
over Khorassaun, as the lieutenant of his brothei Mahommed, that 
pimce' accompanied the illustrious exile, at the head of a powerful 
nrmjs towards Gheznin^; defeated and expelled the usurper, and suc- 
ceeded m seating Behram Shah on the throne of Mahmhd. Aislail 
ArsianShah availing himself ' however of the retain of Sultan Sunjur into 

mouarchs of Khorassaun, immediately recoiled upon his brother , Avhom he compeb 
' Glieziuu. ^ second time to throw himself upon the piotection of his uncle. 

Every expedient was now resoited to, on the part of Aislan Shah, to 
divert tliatprjiice from espousing the cause of his biother; and among 
others. Ills mother, the Mehed-e-Iihk, foimerly adverted to, was en- 
trusted With the sum of two hundred thousand diiiaurs* m order to 
purchase the forbearance of Sultan Sunjiir. The latter disdained how- 
evei all proposals to abandon the support of his nephew ; and again 
advancing towards Gheznin, within a league of that metropolis git'6 
battle to Arslan Shah with his usual good foi tune , the latter being a?am 
totally defeated, magi eat measure, through the^diStmguiShed gallantry 
of Ahul Fazzel prince of Sciestaun, who had accompanied Sultan 
Sunjur on this last expedition -Arslan Sliah made the h'bst of In^ way 
Into the teuitory beyond the Indus, while his victorious antagonis^t 
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proceeded to taTvC possession of Ghc2nin ; and having remained at that A. H. 5 oo-ie. 
place for a penod of forty da} s, he once more committed the govern- A. D 1114- 10. 
incntto Bchram Shah, and returned into Khorassaun. Tenshtalu 

On information tliat the Sel]ukian nas again withdrawn into his 
own province, Arslan Shah, assembling a fresh army among the troops 
of the Punjauh, and of the other provinces of Hindfistaun ^^hlch had 
been subjugated to the authority of the race of Sebekteggin, ad- 
vanced towards Ghcznin, for the third time, to contend ivith his bro- 
tliei, for the throne of IMalimild. Behram Shah who fck himself still 
unequal to <?ucha contest on the strength of his own resouices, found 
it expedient on this occasion to retire to the forticss of B<\mian. The 
po\\ er of Ills uncle V as,howc\ cr,agaiiisuccessfully cxertedin his behalf; 
the usurjier Arslan Shah vas cxpcdlcd for the List time from Glieznin, 
and sought an as\luin among the Aighan tribes , but being puisued 
by the troops ot Sultan Sunjur, he \\as immediately taken and deh- 
^ cred opto his brother, In v horn the i levs of an aspiring and turbulent 
ambition ncie now finally terminated by the all-subduing stroke of 
death. This event is said to ha\e taken place in the five hundred and 
twcllth of thclluljerah, when he had, at intervals, possessed the sover- 
eign pov er, for a period of about three j'ears. "We find it further stated 
that, duniig the tuibulent and unsettled government of Arslan Shah, 
the greater part of the city of Gheznin lias consumed, by lightning 
from heaven. 

Sultan Alla-ud-doulah Bciiiiam Shah theson of jNIussaoud, thir- 
teenth of the race of Sebekteggin, and fifteenth of the monarchs of 
Gheznin. 

Without entering into the details of Ferishtah it v ill be sufficient 
for our pm pose to lelate, that on his permanent accession to thethrone 
of his ancestors, Behram Shah evinced not less by his love of justice, 
and his attachment to the society of the learned, than by the splendour Behram Shah 
and magnificence of his actions, that he was worthy of his exalted XVth ofthemon- 
destiny To him was dedicated the fiist translation, liom Arabic into 
Persian, of the Kaleila Dumna, theftrbles of Beidp.\i, an Indian sa^-e, 
originally so called. A translation from the language of India, into 
Pehlvy, the ancient idiom of the Persians, had been ot old, and with 
Sinch labour and difficulty, executed by the enlightened Buzi^rtche- 
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A. H.^512 '47. m^hcr, the minister of Noushirvaun ; and from Pehlvy into Araihe by 
A. D 11 J 8 - 52 . Eben-uhhlokenniainthetimeofHarunrashid. Thislatter was probably, 
reiishtaE the copy now tianslated under the patronage of Behram Shah. ^ From 
themore abstruse and obscure stile in which it still stood, it was finally 
rendered into more familiar and intelligible Persian, rejecting the Ara-' 
bic measures, or verse, altogether, and denominated the Anwak So- 
HEYLY — the lightsofthestarCanopus — inthetimeof Sfiltan Hfisseyne 
Mirza of the house ofSeflTy, by Mulla Plfisseyne Wauzz thePfaushe-- 
fite. The Mekhzin-ul-essraur, or magazine of mysteries, of Nizammy, 
Was another work composed under the patronage ofBehiam Shah. 

Sultan Behram Shah is stated to have been engaged In -several expe- 
ditions'to the territory beyond the Indus, pi mcipallj'^ directed to chas- 
- tize the .refractory proceedings of Mahommed Bahlim; who had been 
constituted lieutenant general of Labour, under the authoiity of Arslan 
. Shah, and who had presumed to display the standard ofhbstilityagaiiist 
that of his ultimately triumphant brother. On the twenty seventh of 
Ramzaun, of the five hundred and twelfth of the Hidjerah, he fell .how- 
ever into the hands of the royal armies , but after a short detention in 
imprisonment, his ofifence-was overlooked, and he was restoied to his 
post, of lieutenant general of the Mfissulman conquestsm Hindfistaun. 

Availing himself, however, of tfieSfiltan^s return to Gheznin, Mahom- 
med. Bahlira proceeded, among the mountains of Sewauhk, to erect the 
fortress of Nagfir; where, as in ah impregnable asylum, he secured Ins 
family 'and most valuable effects! Then raising a numerous force of 
Argbs, Persians, KhiljianTurksahd Afghans, and with their assistance, 
obtaining repeated advantages over the surrounding infidel states, he 
became by degrees so elated Avith his good fortune, that he raised his 
vieivs at last to the aim of independent conquest,’ and sovereign power. 
This occasioned the second expedition of Behram Shah. _ In the neigh- 
borhood of Multaun, that monarch was again met by the ungrateful 
. rebel, accompanied by his ten sons; and was opposed ivith an obstinacy 
which, 111 the language of the orientals^ had been seldom exhibited to 
the vaulted expanse of heaven. The just punishment of ingratitude 
was, however, at last, once more signally exemplified m the total deteat 
of Bahlim , who, woth the whole of his ten sons, plunging in the preci- 
- - ^itation oftheir flight, into a marsli-pit, or quagmire, _they w^ere, witli all 
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that accompanioO them, ontlrcly swallowed iili, not avcstlgcofthehorsc 
or jus rider being c^cr discovered. lIuMiig tlius successfully vindi- 
cated lus authority, Belir.un Shah, lea\ ing the territory of the Punjaub 
to the care of Salaiir Ilusseyne, returned to enjoy tlie fruits of his vic- 
tory, in the bosom of his capital. 

Unfortunatclv concenino:, towards the close of lus reign, some cir- 
cumstanccofdi‘^pleasurcagainstKutbuddcin Mahommed Ghoury, who 
appears to ha\c been lus son in lau, the Sidtan caused him to be'put 
to death On u Inch, to avenge the injures Seyf-ud-dcin Sury the bro-^ 
thcr of the deceased, immcdiatclv marched an army to the attack of 
Gheznin , uliile Bchram Shah considering himself, it seems, unequal 
to the defence of his capital, abandoned it to the invader, and u ithdrew 
to Kermaun , not the ucll knoun proMiice of that name, but a city 
standing mid-u ay between Gheznin and the Indian teriitorv, in pos- 
session of the Afghans, who, from its situation among the lulls, and the 
nature of the countr\ unfa\orable to the operations of cavalry, had 
made it their principal abode. Seyf-ud-dcin enteied Gheznin with- 
out resistance, and idling on the tractable temper of the inhabitants, 
■ventured to send back lus brother Alla-ud-dein, with most of lus ex- 
perienced commanders, and the greater part of lus army, to their na-' 
tive country. But although he continued to conduct himself with 
uniform moderation tow ards the citizens, and no sort of disposition to 
oppress or ill-treat them, had been in any instance evinced on the part 
of lus followers, the people of Gheznin, with every outward demon- 
stration of attachment tothegovernmentofSev f-ud-dein. still cherished 
a desire foi the return of their legitimate sovereign , w ith w horn it -was 
not dilhcult, privately, to open a correspondence. 

Accordinglv when winter set in, and tlie diifting snows had com- 
pletely intercepted the communication through the mountains of 
Ghour.BehramShah at the head of a considerable body of Afghans, and 
Khiljies, and other uncivilized tribes Of the desert, appeared in tlie- 
neighboihood of Gheznin. AVhen there remained, however, a distance 
of not more than two or three faisangs between him and his capital, 
Seyt-ud-dein received intelligence ot lus approach ; and, confiding to 
their hollow piofessions of attachment, entered into consultation with 
the men ot Gheznin, whether he should abide the issue of a conflict 
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with hh SdvGf^ary, ol* Withtfi-aw towards Ghottr. The people of Ghez^.' 
nih, stedfast to their hypoeritical design, and forgetful of their obli- 
gktioD'as honest counsellors, at the moment they wore d'etormmed to 
betray liim, urged the unwary prmce by every consideration to give 
battle to the Shah. Seyf-ud-dein, adds I'eriShtahj like Moutummen,^ 
betrayed by those Whose ’counsels \vete actuated by an attachment 
to the interests of the enemy, quitted Gheznm accordingly; and at the 
head of the inhabitants, accompanied by a slender guard of Ghoiiri- 
ans, drew out to oppose the further advance of Sdltan Behram. But 
before he had been yet permitted to put forth those proofs of military 
skill and exertion, Avhich might have been apprehended fiOm his for-^ 
mer fame, the men of Gheknin seized his pei son, and perfidiously de-* 
livered him up to his moital enemy. 

Thus unexpectedlybetiayed, Seyf-ud-deih was now mounted, by the 
instructions Of Shltan Behram, Avitbhisface blackened, on a halfstarved 
and disabled bullock ; alidin thatstatehe wasparaded through thestreets 
of Gheznm, exposed to tlie mocker}'^ and derision of the women and 
children, and of the white-beards of the whole city ; Avho followed in 
the tram, to insult aild upbraid him with their abusiveand opprobrious 
clamours. He Was then put to death With every species of ignominy 
and tortuie, that the most iiiA^eterate cruelt 3 '’ could put in practice, and 
his head was ultimately taken offand transmitted to Sultan Sunjur ; while 
Sejmd Mudjid-ud-deirt avIio had olficiated as prime mimster, ivaS ei- 
therimpaled, Or suspended to a gibbet. 

'•Burning with indignation, at the hoirible rntelfigence wluch reached' 
him of his brother's fate, Allk-ud-'dein tIfiSseyneSAry determined on 
immediate vengeance, and, foi ibatpurposemarchedshortLy afterwards, 
witli an army longmmed totlie Confl'ictsof death, towards Gheznin : 
while Behram Shkh, on his part, on information ofkis appioach, as- 
sembled his troops, and proceeded from his capital with equal leso- 
lution and diligence, to give him battle.. He dispatched, however, m 
the first, instance, an agent to AtlA*-ud'-dem,to warh him of the fearful 
consequences of his raSh, arid unprofitable design ; to admonish him^ 
before it was yet too late, to recede fiom hiS vindictive projects , for 
AdvcttiDg to the tranSacUons 'lu Avhich- that jinnce was engaged \yitli Ins brother AuieJih 
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that the hardy, ^aniors. the iron-hodied elephaiits, ;which he had pre- 
pared to crush limi, ere thousands in number-^ToheWare therefore, by 
■committing his fate to a conflict so dreadful, ofbnngiug, at one blow» 
inevitable destruction upon Ins whole race. By Alla-ud dein it was 
announced to him, m reply, that the recent act of barbarous cruelty of 
which he was the author, was a manifest presage, on the contrary, of 
the impending downfal of theGheznuian monarchy, that when the 
monarch of a civilized nation led Ins armies against the territory of a 
neighboring state, though the consequences might be often destructive 
to many valuable and innocent individuals, yet, they wmre never ac* 
companied by those circumstances of barbarous cruelty and insult, 
which had disgraced Insconduct tow'ards theunfortunateSeyf-ud-deni. 
“ Doubt not” concluded the Gliounan. “ that providence, in its just 
“ retiibutiou, and as a conspicuous and feaiful example to the world, 
“ w ill crown my hopes of levenge with victory. Let not Behram Shah 
repose too securely on the vaunted strength of his elephants — For 
“ though he have his elephants, have I not my warlike, and invinci- 
‘^ble Kliermeils” ? adverting to two brothers of that name, the elder 
and the younger, distinguished, among the Apieirs of Alla-ud-dem’s 
army, for their martial prow^ess and supeiior strength. 

The annunciation of this replj^ is said, at all events, to have commu- 
nicated an unfavorable impression to the mind of Behram Shah, al- 
though he contrived to conceal his uneasiness flora the observation of 
Ills followers , and the armies continuing to approach, a battle became 
at length, no longei avoidable. In the course of the action, the elder, 
or greater Khermeil rushed into the conflict, with the impetuous fury 
ot the animal he w as about to assail, and singling out one of the Shalds 
largest and noblest elephants, buried his dagger m its bow’els , the 
animal sunk down upon its assailant, and both immediately perished 
-together. The younger Khermeil, more fortunate, killed his elephant, 
and escaped- w itliout injurv. , j. ' ' ' l : ■ j 

In efiect the other elephants-are stated upon this,hke a herd of oxen 
or buflaloes,,to ha\e fled terror-stricken through the iield';.and Alla- 
ud-dein Huss^\ nc. w ith his Amelrs, lu a determined "and violent effort 
directed towaids the person ot Behram Shah,! ahead half subdued by 
suppi-stitious terrors, ga\ e to the Gjiezniausadreadfulexpenenceottheir 
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-•A. H. 047. agility and adroitness in the work of death/ Doulut Shah the son of 
.J — BehramShah, the lieutenant general ofliis father’s armies, a brave and 
renshuiij. goldier, had long since fallen in the conflict; and the wretched 

parent bereaved of heart and hand, now fled from the field of battle, 
directing his flight towards the Indus : but unable to survive the loss 
ofhisson, in addition to his other misfortunes, he became soon after- 
wards the victim of his sorrows. He died, after a diversified reign of 
five and thirty years, in the five hundred and forty seventh of the Hid- 
jerah. 

• Khossrou Sh^mi the son of Behram Shah, fourteenth of the race 
ofSebekteggin, and sixteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Notwithstanding the above relation it is now asserted, as given on the 


testimony of the best established history, that Behram Shah dying at 
Gheznin, his son KliossrouShah was raised, by the united concurrence 
, of the nobles, to the throne of his ancestors. But intelligence, at the 
same period, successively arming of the approach of Alla-ud-dem 
Husse 3 me, thenewjmonarch w itli his court and the u hole of his faniily» 
immediatel}' ■withdrew beyond the Indus, and fixed Ins residence at 
Lahour. The Ghourian then entered Gheznin, causing it to be pub- 
Khossroti Shah, licl}’’ announced, to the forsaken and unfortunate inhabitants, that they 

XVfth oftliemon- means to consider tliemselves theiefore exempted from the 

arcus of Guezuiu. '' r i 

destiny of a cit}'^ captured by assault — The accumulated horrors of pil- 
lage, massacre, and desolation. For the space of seven days, accord- 
ingly, nothing was omitted on the part of the revengeful conqueror, to 
make that unhapp^^ city experience through all its quarters, every cir- 
cumstance of outrage, that could be dictated by the most furious and 
‘ malignant passions. The Ghounan had been moreover apprized, that 

when Se^T-ud-dein was so ignorainiously^ exposed thiough their streets, 

' the women of Gheznin had been particularlj’^ active in railing at, and 

insulting the unfortunate captu’^e, to the sound of their cj^mbals and 
tablets , he therefore condemned great numbers of them to atone with 
their lives for that imprudent exhibition of female malignity.' Haring 
rendered himselfmemorableby this conspicuous exampleof vengeance, 
Allh- ud-dein quitted Gheznin, and withdrew towards his native country 
marking his route by burning' and demolishing ever}'^ structure, nilhm 
his reach, that might m any shape have belonged to the race of Sebek- 
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trcrp;in , honcG lie dcrivod llie appollaliort of Allfi-url-dcin jahaiin- 
1.0117 — tlir coiifl.igiator In rotnlialion lor tlic death of Seyiid hludjid- 
od-dein In'; Inothor’s ininistci, lie caused a number of the Scyuds of 
CHu'-^uiu to he conducted to FoMOU 7 ,koh, each with a hag of eaith 
su‘ipendod to liib nock , \\ here on then arrival they ^^crc all beheaded, 
and the earth ol u hich thev had been the beaicis, being mixed up into 
inoitar with their blood, ^^as applied to consliuct the towers of the 
ciisllo of that place. 

Rehins^on tiu' as'^istance of Sultan Sunjiir the Scljukian, Khossrou 

' t 

Shah hastened, nn the dejiarlmcot A lla-ud-dcin, at the head of a power- 
ful arm\ liom Fdiour foi the juiiposc of recovenng his capital. 
Shltaii Suniur ha\ me: Iieen, houe\ei, about this period, defeated and 
taken lu the Gho/zian Turkmauns, and the latter ad\aneing with 
coiisideiable expcdiiion ton aids Gheznin, Khossrou Shah declined a 
contest n itli thosobarbaiians, and returned to Lahoui. The Gho/zians 

V 

continued in possession ot Ghc/nhi lor two* years afterwards, when 
It n as n rested bom them by sonio ot the Ghourian princes, fiomwhom 
at the expiration ol a lurther interval, not exactly stated, it nas again 
taken by Khossrou Melek, of n horn hcrcaltcr 

I'romothei authorities it would lion ever, it seems, appear that tvlien 
Khossrou Shah lied into the tciritoiy eastnardof the Indus, fiom the 
dieadcd \cngcancc of Alla-ud-dein jahansouz, the Ghou nan proceeded 
to add to hib othci conquests those of Tikken, or perhaps Bikkcnabad, 
Gunumsev r, and Kandahaur, n Inch leaving to the management of his 
nephew Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein INIahommed, he nitluhew as foi- 
merl\ into Ghour But Khossrou Shah returning n ithaformidablearmy 
from the Puujaub, for the purpose of lepossessing himself of Gheznin,. 
he received from Alla-ud-dein overtures towards a tieaty of peace, in 
which It was proposed that the city and castle of Bikkenabad should 
d^e ceded to the Ghourian, and that the Shah should be satisfied with 
the lestoiation of his capital. These terms being peremptorily re- 
jected by Khossrou, Allk-ud-dem is stated to have conveyed to him a 
stanza of four lines to the following efibet “ That vengeance of which 
“ the loundation ivas laid by thy father — hath already Avrougbt suffi- 
*Tlic manuscript in my possession shews ten jears. 
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“cient mischiefamong the nations of the eartli^Beware ! lest for the 
“ single paltiy .district of Bikkenabad, thou give .the entire of the 
'“i empire of 'Mahmud to, the winds of heaven/* Khossrou had been 
encouraged to reject these proposals by his reliance on the support of 
Sditan Sunjui, as above related ; but becoming unexpectedly apprized 
of the irretrievable misfortune which had befallen that.prjnce, he wnsr 
'again compelled to retire to Labour, where, after a precarious and turbu* 
lent leign of seven years, he ultimately died, in the five hundred and 


'fifty-fifth*^ of the Ilidjerah. 


'Khossrou Melek the son of Khossrou Shah fifteenth of the race 


of Sebekteggin, seventeenth and last of the monarchs of Gheznln. 

Succeeding to the sovereign power on the death of liis father at 
I Labour, this piince is represented to have signally augmented the splen- 
dor of that metropolis, b}’’ several memorable proofs ofajust and bene- 
, volentspint.’ For some time he contrived to secure tohis authority, the 
whole of the countries which had been subjugated eastward of the 
Khossrou MELEr, Indus, by his predecessors, the Sfiltans Ibiauhim, and Behram Shah. 

XVIIthaudl^tofilie gut'Shahaub-ud-dein Mahommed the Ghounan, the nephew of Alla- 
moaarcheolQheznw. p,,, p. 

ud-dein, not satisfied with his acquisition of the metropolis of his an^ 

tiestors, now extended his ambitious views to bereave him of his re- 


'I’emaining dominions in Hindfistaun. Having previously reduced 
rPaishawer, the country of the Afghans, Mdltaun, and Sind, he at 
, length appeared, in the five hundredand seventy sixth of the Hidjerah,f 
Hinder the walls of Labour. Unable to contend with the invader in 


-the field of battle,’ Khossrou Melek iwlthdiew iuto>tbe city; but by 
dhe'dehveiy of his infant son Mt^lek Shah as an hostage, together, with 
-his best and finest -elephants, into the hands of his besieger, he suc- 
'ceeded in iedeeraing’ himself from present subjugation , the Ghounan 
(Consenting' to return .this time to Gheznin short of his object. 

‘ Fouryeais afterwards howevei,, namely, in the five hundred and 
-eightieth ofthe Hidjeiah>J Shltan Shahaub-ud-dein resumed his hos- 
tile' designs, and appealed a second time before the walls of Labour, 
'Khossiou M^lek secuung himself, as formerl3% within the fortifications 
•♦f the town. Blit as the reduction -of this celebrated city appears 
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Ir.vr liorn rn rntrrpnrr '■till l)p\oiunii': mc.'in'; lo ncf’oinplisli, iho I 
Cihoi.n.ui rompi'llt'fl onp(' more to abnjulon it : and he jirnr ceded ^ 
I rrct the tortri'-'i of S; uilKnte. ahoul •^iMy nuh-s to the northward 
of 1 .ali’Mir, and t u ents to tlir ea'^tvv ard of Hot !■- on the Heh'd : possibly 
to o\ { r- w c tin c ipit d o\ the I’nnt mb. nml to «.eenre hi‘5 o\\ n aere‘-s 
\\ believer hi toiind it i nn\i nn tU toreMiine hi‘^))rmeel. '1 hen Confidni" 
tlu d' f< nee of ihe in w lortn to one n| In*, hr i\ < ■>1 onieer'; he returned 
tofdie niii nillvote \\ si'i in\ I ‘'ted. iimm diati 1\ on the departure of 
Sinb \ub-ud.<t> in. b\ Kho'-'.roii Mi' leU .e-''i‘'ted b\ a body of Gog^cr*-, 
Ivdd. *r< « or t oelo r . but w iiIkhU *-ueei 

In tin nn in time eoii'ineid 1»\ r< p 'iti -1 failure, that all attempts 
to r- dnee I . dionr b\ open it.-ie would 1*(‘ ill \ am, Shah uih-ud-d( ill 
di ii nniin d n 1 ■■'t onliwiie^ riemu-i to «.tr o il." in for the atfaminent 
oiImsi.uI''. 1 o' tbi ' inirpiee. iHi ( tinij to h oa 1 od aside .dl further 
\ u \\ s <ii bis luistditv tow irds Kliossroii M< b 1. heproeieilid in the 
In e Imiiilri d and I i_ltl\ si roiid ol the 1 ! idtep di,*^ to < ipiip bis lio-^taec 
Mt’lek SliMi now about tin Vi irs oi .i-^e. with all tlmi^i; suit d)le to 
Ills bulb, and disiiiissi d bun to p in a \ isit to bis I iiher at Labour, m 
clMrc <■'! < < rtain of bn olhei rs. in w liov, dis« ri lion be could w ith con- 
fnli lu eri pose 'I'lii. si* be ]irn at< Is instinriedto escito and enronracc 
in the Nonne prince .i proponsHv |oi drinkiini. to einplov CNcr\ cle\ ice 
in llieir powir to ret ird bn ionrne\ , and for that piirpo-^e to make 
a'' mam bills a*; possible durmo: lluir pro^recs. l^cliubled beyond' 
me.'suie at tbe intellieence wliieli Nvac eoineNed to him, of tlic aji- 
proaeliinc: interv ie\v wiili Iiisdonc: abcimt child, Kho^isrou MClck in the 
contemplation of that ‘uncle obiect, .diandonod his ii'nial eirrum‘'pce- 
lion , and repo'=inc:a blind confidence in tbe pacific and fnondly views 
ol the Ghourian, eiUirelv rc'^icned Imnscli ton scene ofmnth and fes- 
tivity “ In that throne and si.Ui-,” observes the author, quoting a 
saving of the Persians, “ there must ari'ifc confusion and sorrow — vvhere- 
“ the foresight of the pnnee is infeiior to that of the shepherd for his 
“ flock.” I'hns while the voting M^lck Sh.Mi was prosecuting his 
journey. Shahaub-nd-doin suddenly quitted Ghexnin at the head of 
tfWenty thousand cavalry lightly -equipped, and furnished with- one or 
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A.D 1186. and forced marches, appeared unexpectedly jn sigbtof Labour ; when,, 
Fenshtah. eailyone morning, the wretched Khossrou M6lek awoke from his deli- 
rium of security, to behold the opposite banks of the Rauvy swarming ' 
with the menacing squadrons of the adversary The unhappy monaich 
deprived of all resource, in terms sufficiently abject, besought the 
Tneic}^ and proceeded to the presence of his betrayer and ‘thus, about 
the five hundred and eighty second oftheHidjerah, without the slight- 
est resistance, without a single stiuggle, the city of Labour, hoivever 
strongly fortified, submitted to Shahaub-ud-dein , and the empiie of 
Sebekteggin,after ithad subsisted altogether foi a period oftwohundred 
and seventcenlunar,ortwo hundred and eleven solar years, was finally 
transferred to the dmasty of the Ghounans. 

At the hazard of its being aheady before the public from the deline- 
ation of a far abler pen, this sketch of the subversion of the empire of 
Gheznin, or Ghezny, has been almost litemlly translated frotn Fensh- 
tah , that which we deiive fiom the author of tiie Kholaussut-ul- 
akhbaur, being too meagre and defective to be presented, with any 
justice, to the English leader. 

Our abudgement musl now be employed to furnish some account of 
Of tbf. Faiimite the Issmauthaii, or Fatnniie soxere^^n'^, whose authority extended for 
KJialifs ofEgjpt a considerable period over Egypt, and the region of Africa immediately 
west of that celebrated province. 


A H. 296 . The first of tins race who assumed the sovereign power, is stated to 

A. D 908. j-jave been Abul Kau^sem Mahommed the son of Abdullah, who bore 
/ 

Kliolansiut- of Mehedy, represented by some of the Issmauilian Schis. 

«l-akhbaur. as well as by many of the lUoie orthodox Sunnihs, as adescend- 

ant fromissmauil theeldest son of Jauffer-us-saudek, the siiih Imaum. 


Mahommed Ul 
-HIehedy, 1st of 
fhaliace. 


The race of Abbas have however stigmatized with malediction this 
assumed extraction of Mehedy , and other Mosslems appear to have 
consideied him as of the stock of Abdullah, the son of S^em theEas- 
■soiite The Issmauilians, nevertheless, persist m maintaining'^ that 


the Mehedy of histoiy, and oftiaditioU, strictly refers to the subject 
of this aiticle , and moreover appeal to a prediction of the Arabian 


prophet impoiting' “ that, at the close of the third century, (of the Hid- 
<‘jeiah) a sun, or great iummarj, sliould arise m the western parts of 
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the \\ oVld alleging that the sun in tin-; prediction figurati\ el}’’ applies 
to iSIahommed the son of Abdullah* the Fatnnite lie that however 
asit inav,thi'^ Abul Ivaus<;eni INI aiiommtd INIchedy rcvoltingin Afiica, 
under the reign of the Khalil Muktedder, in the two hundicd and 
ninet\ -sixth of the Ilidjerah, subdued to his power the greater part 
of the teiritorv on the southern shore of the jMediterraiiean, westward 
of Egypt and liaMiig reigned uitli considerable splendor for a period 
of SIX and tuent> ^ear'^, he died in the thice hundred and tuenty 
second of the llidjerah,'*' at the age ofsixts tuo. 

E'l Kaeim B’linr Illah Ahmed the son of Mahommed, second of 
the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

This prince Mas the legitimate successoi to his father’s pouer: but 
towards the clo'=:e ol his reign, a school niastei of the name of Abd 
Yezzeid revoltingagain''t his.iulhority, andbcingjoinedb^’' a multitude 
of the turbulent and disatlected, he was defeated in battle, and com- 
pelled to^hut himselt up in the foitiess of Mehediah, on the sea coast 
eastuaid of Kaiiwan. There he was besieged b^ the insurgents, and 
in that situation, dying in the course of the three hundred and thirt}’- 
fourth of the IIidjeiah,‘|* alter a reign of Iw eh e years, he left a w ill by 
which Ins sunning son was nominated to succeed. 

El Munsur-be-kuw ut-Ullah Issmaui l the son ot U1 Kaeim, third 
of the Issmauilian Khalils. 

Artfull^ concealing the death of his father this prince, on succeeding 
to theso^erelgn authoritv, w ith equal gallantry and skdl attacked and 
defeated his besiegers , and detaching some of his biavest soldiers in 
pursuit of Abu Yezzeid, the rebel was soon taken and brought to his 
presence. The punishment allotted to the unfortunate pedagogue 
was rather a singulai one, he was confined to an iron cage, wuth an 
ape tor his companion , and having been in that manner exposed for 
se\ eral days, he was ultimately consigned to the sword of the execu- 
tioner 

U1 Munsur, in the three bundled and forty first of the Hidierah, 
quitted this abode of piide and follv at the age of thirty nme, and after 
an apparently successful reign of seven years. s*- 
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Ul-Muezz-ud-dein Ullah Auu temet.m the son of INIunsur. fourth 
of the Issmauilian Khalifs, assumed the sovereign authority in the 
month of Sfaavaul^ of the three hundredTand forty fiist of the Hidjerali, 
and became a monarch of great potver and renown ; having in-the pro- 
cess of time subjugated to his dominion many of the African province?, 
westward of Egypt, which had hitherto successfully resisted the cnns 
of his predecessors. 

On the death of Kdfur Ekhshid who held the government ofEgvpt, 
under the authority of the house of Abba*;, the proMnce being about 
the same period afflicted by a dreadful famine, Ul Muezz-iid-clein 
availed himself of the opportunity to dispatch one of ins generals of 
the name of Jauher Kliaudem,at the head of a great army, and accom- 
panied with an abundant supply of provisions, to take possession oftlie 
country. This able commander, who was not improbably an eiiiiiich, 
accomplished the reduction of that important province some time in 
the three hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidierah.f (while the Kfialif 
Miiteia swayed the sceptre of the Abbassides,) and pitching his tents 
in the centre of the Egyptian metropolis, proceeded to distribute to the 
famished inhabitants theabundant stores u Inch hehad brought forllieir 
relief. In the course of the same year, and in conformity ivitli the 
instructions of iiis master, he laid the foundation of a new citv, de- 
scribed tobe situated midway between Fostant, and ^Iisscr, and Jhme- 
us-shums, and to which, in honor of his sovereign, he gave the name of 
Kaherah Muezziah , the same that under thcmorecorruptapp^Ilationof 
Cairo, and under multiplied vicissitudes, has continued to this day the 
metropolis of the pro^ nice. The talents of Jauher v ere next cmplou'd 
in the reduction of Alexandria, and finally ofSyria, ande%en llfjauz; 
each of ■which provinces he is said to ha\e added to the dominion' cf 
the Issmauilian, gracing the Khotbah and Sikkah throughout the 
'v\hole, tuth the name of UJ iMuezz-ud-dein-Ullah. 

Some } cars aftcru ards, nameh,in the tlirce hundred and sixty-fir-t 
oflhellidierah, Mnczz-ud-dcin quitted his former residence m Afra a. 
and r.,mo\ cd to the new city of Knhcrah, w Inch he now «1( r larr rl fh'" 
melropolib of Ins dominions; and huing reigned nitli di^tingiii'ln-d 
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ul-akhbaur. 


justice, for n pciiod of three and twenty yoais, and five months, he, A. H. 365-98,. 
there terminated his moital career, on Friday the nineteenth of the lat- ^ 075-98. 
ter Rebbeia, of the three hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjcrah. 

U1 Azziz B’lllah Abfi Munsur Nezzaur the son of U1 Mhezz-ud- 
dein, fittli ot the Issmauilian Khahfs. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of the Egyptian Khahfs immedi- 
^atelyon the death of his father; anditisstatcd as asingular circumstance, 
that among those who pledged allegiance to him on the occasion, were 
his onn uncle Hcyder, Abul Feraut the uncle of his father, and an 
, uncle of his giandfathcr, which, it seems, occurred to no other mon- 
arch in Islam, but himself and Ilaiunrashid. lie proved a mild, 
benevolent, and virtuous prince, and having reigned in great prosj)erity 
and splendor for the space of one and twenty years, he aied in Ram- 
zaun ot the three hundred and eighty sixth of the liidjerah,^ the forty 
second of his age. 


Ul Azziz, Vfli 
of the Khahfs 
of Egypt. 


U1 Hfikem bimmer-UIIah Abu Ally AIuxsur the son ofUl Azziz, 
sixth of the Issmauilian Khalits, was born at Cairo, and the first of 
his race who was a native of that city. During the reign of U1 
H^kcm, we aic informed that a person professing to be a descendant 
fromllashaumthesonof Abdulm6lek headed an insurrection against the 
autliority of the Issmauilians , but falling, aftei repeated conflicts, Ul Hakes* 
into the hands of the ruling powei, he w'as by the direction of U1 KhUis'^ofh^ 
Hakem, mounted on a camel, wuth his legs bound, and a red cap on gjpt. 
his head , w'hile a monkey seated behind him, kepteverand anon, strik- 
ing him on the neck and shoulders wuth his paw's. When the people 
pioceeded how^ever at the close ot the ceremony, to dismount him 
from the back of the camel, it was found that, eithei thiough shame or 
apprehension, the unfortunate culprit svas become a liteless corpse. 

About the twelfth year of the reign otUl Hakem, such is described 
to have lieen the profound tranquillity wdiich prevailed throughout 
! Egypt, that he foibad the gates of Cairo to be shut at night, as had been 
pieviously the practice jn ti.mes of the greatest secuiity , wdiile the 
inhabitants were duected to continue their shops and waiehouses opeu. 


** December 2oUi, A. D. 976- 


-J- September, A D. 990, 
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as in tbe.^ay time, keeping lighted flambeaus at the head of efcry 
street , and in these circumstances the citizens continue'd to cioudthe 
market places throughout the night, whil6 the monarch with his courti- 
ers paraded the streets, accessible to the conversationofall whomio-htbe 
disposed to address him. On the authority of the Taiikh ghzeidali it is 
however stated that in eveiy period of his goveinment, it was the prac- 
tice of U1 Hakem to traverse the sheets of his capital in the manner 
just described , that on such occasions he usually appeared riding on 
an ass, without the slightestcircumstanceofpomp or ceremony, profes- 
sing that, like Moses on mount Sinai, he was going to perform Ins de- 
votions in the presence of God And finally that such was the zeal with 
h Inch he exerted himself to enforce the rigid observance of the law, 
’that he caused all the gardens and vine 3 mids, in the vicinity of Cairo to 
be destroyed, Avhen he found that the people were not to be otherwise 
restrained from the use of wine,and inebriating liqiiois. Anothei point 
which he moreover appears to have been singulail}’' studious to accom- 
plish, was to check that unrestrained intercourse betweeil women, 
which he might have conceived eminently piejudicial to female purify, 
and domestic happiness, as conducted in the East , and for this piiipose 
he prohibited thioughout Ips capital the making of women’s slioes, or 
buskins. 

Atthesame time, while he sciutinized with such rigid seventy the 
irregularities of the public, he is accused of being pcifoctJ}'' iiidnl- 
gent towaids the private vices and debaiicheiies of his on n faiiiilv? 
and domestics, which he appears to have thouglit it but little ex- 
pedient to investigate. Hence, when he had continued to conduct 
his srovernment in this manner for about seven years, the iiiliabitaiits 
of Cano proceeded to dress up the efligies of a woman, which, u ith a 
paper in its hand they contiived to plant in the way of U1 Hakem, m 
his usual progiess through the streets. Observing thescroll, the monarch 
hastened to seize and peruse it, and was not a little enraged to find 
that It contained a severe and abusive libel on himscll and Ins prede- 
cessors and in the paroxA'sm of his lury hegave orders for a genrraj 
pillage ot his ovn capital, which terminated m theimmediatc desti ac- 
tion of one half ot that unfortunate city. 
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Towards tlie conclusion ofliis reign, conceiving, however, asuspicion 
that a libidinous intercourse was cariying on between his own sister, 
and the general of his army, U1 Ilakem sought an opportunity of put- KI‘olauss,ut- 
ting them both to death. But the general becoming apprized of his 
design, dijlermined to avert the danger by entering into an immediate 
conspiracy against the life of its author ; which, m the course of the 
four hundred and eleventh of the Ilidjciah, he carried into successful 
execution. 

. Accordingto thestatcmentsoftheRou7ut-us-suflh,thedestruction of 
U1 Ilakem was accomplished in the following manner. It was usual 
w ithhim, it seems, to rule out every evempg on his ass, tomaJee a circuit 
of the neis^hboring lange of hills which overlooks the city of Cairo j 
and professing to have attained to singular skill in astrology, he had 
been frequently know n to assert, that if, by a particular night which he 
named, no miscliief occurred to assail him, he bad piecisel}’^ calculated 
that he was destined to outlii c the age of tour-scoro. On the evening 
•which had been thus preiiously indicated, he w'as proceeding to take 
his usual ride, when his mother interposed wuth the most anxious 
intreaties that, tor that night, he would not lca\ cliis palace For ashoit 
time the prince gave way to the importunities of maternal affection ; 
but urged by an impulse which he could neither resist, nor accountfor, 
be became afterwards impatient , and he declared to his mother, that 
if she did not permit him to piocted on his usual excursion, he was 
verily persuaded that his soul w'ould immediately quithei frail enclo-. 
sure. On this he left the palace, wuth the determination not unfre- 
quent w ith resolute minds, to brave Ins destiny. On Ins arrival at the 
foot of the bill, the conspirators wdio lay in ambush for Ins life, rushed 
upon, and easily dispatched him, in the sixty first year of his age, the 
tw'enty-fifth of Ins reign. 

UL-ZAunm-UD-DEix-uLi.iVH Abhl Hussun Ally the son of UI 
Hakem, seventh of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Having surceeded, w ithtlie concurrence of the distinguished classes 
of the inhabitants of Ul Kaherah, to the throne of Esrvpton the assas- 
■fcination of his father, Ul Zauhir availed himself of the eaihest oppor- Khalifs ofE- 
tunity, after the effectual establishment of his pow'er, to dispatch his 
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Idkitig offence nt some Circumstance in t]ie coniJuct of that prince, he ^A. H. 487-S5. 
subsequently ordained that he should have no sort of concern lyith the A, !>■ 1094- iiOL. 
Khelaufut; yvhich he then transferred to tljej’^ounger brother U1 Mfis- Kholaussut- 
taully B’lllah Ahmed. Henue arose, op the dei^itl] of Mfistanspr, an 
inveterate Schism among the Issmaiiihans; pne party qdhenng, m 
confortnity aith -the fundaraontnl principle of the Sect^ to the original 
choice, 'and contending for the Imaumut of Nezzaur, for whorp they 
accordingly ’Claimed the allegiance of the people. Of this was 'the 
celebrated Hussun, or Ilassan Sabah • while the otherparty contended 
more successfully for the claims of Ahmed. 

Ul iilusTliTjLLY B’-Ic'CAH Abul Kausscm AiiMpp the^on of Ul 
Jylustanscr, ninth of the Issmnuihan Khalifs. 

As soon as he conceived himself in seem p possession of the throne, 
the first A'iews of this prince were directed to obviate the claims of his 
brother ; who declining thecontest, fled for the present to Alexandria. RruBTATJLi.T 
The governor of that city, a slave of his-father^s, gave hpn howeverthe ixthoftheKliali^ 
most distinguished reception, and immediately acjcnowjlecjigcd him os of Egjpt, 
die legitimate successor to the dominions of his family. But a pow- 
erful force 'being emplo 3 md to support the authoiity of U1 Mhsfaujly, 
the governor of Alexandria was'taken in battle, and put ^to death ; aii4 , 
Nezzaurbecomingalsotheprisoneroftheyictonous party, was conveyed 
with'liis two sons to the metropolis, and confined by his nrpre fortupate 
brother to the castle of Cairo, where he died. 

U1 hlfistauli}’- now continued to sway the sceptre of Egypt without 
a competitor, until "the four hundred and ninety-fifth, of the HidjeRah,_f 
when at the early age of eight and itwent^'^, he also died, after a reign 
of seven years and two montlis. 

Uu Amiv'Ir B’Ehkaum Ullah Abfi Ally hluftrsu^t thesonof JJl 
Mfistaully, tenth of the.’Issmamlian di^halifs, succeeded to the throne Ui< AniTR, Xth 
pf lEgypt, being at .this period only five years oj age. The governniept 
was however admimstered in his behalf, .with sulbcient abfl;ty, by 
Faz^iel, the son of the Ameir-ul-deytisb, mr heutenant.geperal of the 

,* The permanent right of pnmogeniture, as VioUtcfd m the instance of their 
Itamhuil, 
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forces ; perhaps the same formeijy mentioned as tlm destroyer of Uf 
H&kem. 

During the'reign of Ul Amyr, Hussun'S^bah and the NCzzaurians 
were become extremely formidable by tlie seizure of the fortresses of 
Rddbaur, and the territory of the Kohestauti ; but much more^so by 
the atrocious methods, which they pursued to avenge themselves on 
their enemies. Among the victims) and perhaps one of the earliest* 
that perished by the knives of these dangero'us and sanguinary fanatics* 
was Ul Amyr himself ; who expiied'on the fourth of Zilkaudah, of the 
five hundred and twenty fourth of the' Hidjerah',* in consequence of a 
mortal wound inflicted on his person,' by one of the zealdts attached 
to that detested schism ; in the thirty fifth year of his age, and the 
twenty ninth of his leign. r - - , . . , 

UlHafez-ud-dein-Ullah AbuMeymun Abdul Hamid, theson of 
Mhstaiiser, eleventh of the Issma’uilian Khalifs, assumed*, on thedeatliof 
Ins' nepheiy, the sovereign power; the pimCipal nobility entirely con- 
curring in his elevation. His first Vezzeir, Ahmed the son of Fazizel, 
being early assassinated, by one of the disciples of HusSun S.\bah, a 
second was appointed to succeed him, and shnred the* same fate. I On 
this,Ul Hafez lesolved'to confer the Vizzaurut on his owii son Hus- 
Buri. The thirst'after human blood, which polluted the mind of this 
prince was however so excessive, (not less than forty of the most dis- 
tinguished Ameirs having been put to death by him, in the Course of 
a single night) that his father, becoming terrified as to' the conse- 
quences of a disposition so sanguinary, laid a design to destroy liim: 
but the plot being discovered to Hussun; he contrived to cut otf the 
whole of those employed to carry it into execution. The hiirviving 
Ameiis, witha considerable part, of the army, how united in declaring 
toUl Hafez, that ifthe princewasnotimmediatelydeliveredupto thefn, 
thcirvengeaiice'vould bediiectedagainsthimselh And thuscompelled 
to devise some farther and more effectual expedient to appease tlicir 
indignation, the monarch discovered at last an instrument for his pur- 
pose, 111 a jewiMi physcian , whoadministered to the obnoxious prince, 
a draught which soon dispatched him to the sepulchre of ins fathers. 

i ''^creuth of October, A D. 1 f30. 
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UI Ilnrcz, after a reign of twenty years, and at the advanced age- of A. H 544 - 55 r. 
eighty, died in the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and forty- A. D. 11494 10^- 

fonrth of the Hidjcrah.'^ * ' - ^i*'^hbau*r' 

U L Z A u r r r R B’ 1 L L A 1 1 A bn i\ lu ns a r ]\I A II o M M E D the s on of Ul H^fez, 
twelfth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, with the united concurrence of the 
Eg3'ptian Aineirs, nnmediatcl v-succecded to the throne of his fathers'; 
but forming a licentious attachment for the son of his Vezzeir Abbas, 
a youth of the name of Nasser, his time became devoted to the society 
of this minion of his pleasnics Proceedinghoweveratlast, to endow him 
M itli some very considerable terntonalacquisition, the citizens ofCairo, 
mIio contemplated ^Mth disgust the ignominious intercourse between Zauffer, 
the monarch and his favorite, sarcastically' observed, that the dower of Khalifs oT£">pt, 
Nasser ^^as suiely estimated at a price too low !- which exciting the 
honorable indignation of the Vezzeir, he determined to expunge the 
stigma iMth the blood of his unworthy sovereign. For this purpose, 
ha\ ing concealed a party for the execution of his design, he invited the 
unsuspecting monarch to an entertainment at his palace , 'where, m 
the five hundred and forty ninth of the Hidjerahf after a reign of some- 
thing more than five years, they introduced him, nitli their swords 
and poniards, to the final repast of death. 

Ul Faeiz Be-NussyieUllaii Abul Kaussem Eissa, the son of 
Ul Zaufler, thirteenth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Thisprince, notn ithstandingthe adverse circumstances which might 
appear to oppose his elevation, succeeded in establishing himself on the ulFaetz Xllltli 
throneofEgypt,iinmediatelyontheassassinationot hisfather.andhaving of the Khalifs of 
bestowed theappointment of Vezzeir on Melek S.Mah, his views were 
early directed to seize the person of the late minister. Abbas con. 
trned however to withdraw from the country, with an immense pro- 
perty ; but falling into the hands of a body of Franks, at this period iri 
.possession of Palestine, lie was by them plundered of all he had, and 
bound hand and foot left to perish in the desert. 

) Ul Faeiz nas summoned to his account, in the month of Suffur 
of the 3'ear five hundred and fifty-five,-|- at the early age of twenty-one*, 
and after a reign of six years and two months. 

“ 1 

October, A. D.114P* t A.D, 1194, ' t February^ A.-D, llSfi 
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’ri. '55h 64. Burmg iKe fbVfern'ment of this monarch, it is briefly stated, that flie 

tefnlofybf ‘Afi^ca on the shdre of the Meditetaneaii, w^st^ard bf Egypt, 
«mhWur' inhabitants Mughibbiiis, Was subjugated]^ 

by'apbfebirl of the ’name tif Abdul Moiiineh. ' ’ , 

' ITx At72zED,or A’udbed-ud-dein UlI^h'Abu AbduilabAbAfiortJviED, 
the^oh ’of Ui Faeiz', fourteenth and last of the lssmauilian, orF^\tinnt6 
Kh'alifs of Egypt, 

Succeeding on the 'demise of his father, tora power now rApidly verg- 
ing tOdechnej this prince bears, ivith the oriental barrator, the character 
of'haviugb'een eminently distinguislied forthebenevolenceofhis man- 
ners, a'rid theunbb'unded iibeialityof his disposition. But the 'Egyptian 
territory being exposed during his reign to a formidable invasion of th'd 
Eranlj;s,''(uridei A'niaiiry ying of Jerusalem,* the son of Mehsenda and 
Eulk 'Cotint'of AnjOu)'an’d 'the'hearts of the natives being entirely sub- 
UtAuzzEDlast terror, he sought for an accommodation -ivith the invaders} 

oftlicKhahfsof ^ho’consented 'to withdraw 'from the country on the payment of on6 
%ypt- tnilhcn bf dinaurs,*]* and theiragents 'had accordingly repaired to Cairo 

to 'receive the money. The appearance of these obnoxious strangers 
pioduced, however, among 'the haughty Mussulman inhabitants aft 
-agitation so violent, that they'immediateiy wrote, with the concurrence 
'of Ul Auzzed, to demand the assistance of Ndr-ud-dein Mahmud, at 
this time ruler of Syria and Damascus, and m close affinity with thb 
■*Khalifs of the house of Abbas, A body of jcighty 'thousand 
horse, under AsSud-ud-dein SheirkohJ or Shirhco7{7i,-was dispatched 
' by that pririce with all possible expedition, to the relief of the Egypt- 

ians , and the Franks, hke'foxcs to (heir hiding places^ hastily fled, on 
ihtelligence of the approach of the Syrian general. 

- Assud-ud-dem entered 'Khherah on this'occasion, in the latterEcb- 
beia of the five hundred and sixty fourth of the Hidjerah,§and Jiewas 
imnaediately 'invested with the dignity ofthc A^izzaurut ; but dying nt 
the expiration of sixty five days, that important charge was entrusted 
by Ul Auzzed, to the talents of the celebrated Sullah or Salah-ud-dem 
Y fissuf, the son of Ayub, and nephew of the deceased general. At no 

• Vide Gibbon’s decline and fall. — Yol.XI. pa2c '227, octavo edition. 

1 458,3381. fis. 8<l.ot tks lowest jrsiIciUaUon. ^ Mountain Jion. ,§ January, A, D. 1109/ 
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very disWni period of time, Salali-ud-dein conlrivdcl to fender himsdlf a. n. 6^4-07. 

ehtire mnstef of the goverriilient 5 and he proceeded without further 

ceremony to takeffbnhthe officers ofUlAuz zed’s courteveryremaiilinff Klialaussut- 

, ,1 ul-iklibauf. 

'\esti 2 :eof authonty. The cucUmstancebcing, hoivcver, communicated 
toXui-ud-dein atDaroascusj that prince immediately dispatched to de- 
mand that the Khotbah ahd Coinage of Eg^'pt, should be graced iiith 
the name and titles ofMhstuiizy of the house of Abbas, the reigning 
Khalif ofBaghdkl To tliisj aftersome demur, and themessage liad been 
again repeated by the Sultan of Damascus, Salah-ud-dein', by the ad- 
^ ice of liis principal officers, at last consented ; alld the ndme of Mrls- 
tunzy ivas announced, in the usual foims, from the pulpits of the 
Egyptian capital, in the month of hlohurrim of the five hundred and, 
sixty seventh of the Hidjcrah * 

In the mean time, the unfoitunateUl Auzzed lay stretched oh thebed 
of sickness ; and in the course of the same week, unconscious of the 
degradation, hasteiied to explore the regions of a better world Arid 
thus terminated the power of the Issmauilian, or Ffitimite Khahfsj dftcr 
it had subsisted for about tno hundred and seventy one lunar j^ears: 
the territory ofEgypt continuing from this tune, fora period of some 
duratipn, under the adthority ot Salah-ud-dein, and’hife descendants. 

"NYe cannot pethaps close this cliafjter to greater advantage, than by 
subjoining the author’s sketch of the historjrof Hussun S^bah, the first 
Shaikb-ul Jubbul, or old man of the mountain, and of hiS’ successors; 
nliose dominion iias long established in the fortresses of Rfidbaur, 
and ih the Kofaestaun, or mountainous -territory' between Irkk Ajem, 
and the province of Khorassaun. , 

On this subject the writer commences his narrative byinfornding 
that Khaujah Nizam-ul-mulk of Tusse, iat>a siibsequeht period the 
distinguished minister of Alep Arslan, has -stated' in- his lYessayCli, or Ongm of Hus- 
book of precepts^ that he, and Hukkeihi Omar Khej’^aum,- and the sun Sabah. 
profligate Ben Sabah', .pursued their studies at the same -time, under 
.Iraaum Mouffek >theiaSieyshapfinte ; and that on breaking'Up from 
ithe seminary, w here they .received .their instruction's, at was'th'Cir prac- 
tice to retire itogether to a ptivate spot ; in order to rehearse, and'digekt' 

® S^tember A. D,'il71. 
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the lessons ivliich had been last commhnicated to them. Omar Khe- 
yaum was a Keyshapunan by birth. The father of Hussiin Sabah, 
Ally by name, a man of principles notoriously flagitiPus, professed 
himself to be an Arab b}' ex traction, of the race of Sabah the Homeirite, 
or Homyarite , although the people of Khorassaun, and the inhabitants 
,of Tusse more particularly, represented this as a gross fabrication; 
maintaining, on the contrary, that his ancestors were nothing more 
■than ordinary'’, or obscure peasants in the neighborhood of that citv. 

Be this however as it may, Hussun Sabah took the opportunity of 
remarking to his fellow students, one day, that it vas the prevailino' 
opinion, that certain favorite individuals among the pupils of Imaum 
Mouffek, were destined to arrive at the noblest gradations of human 
prosperIt3^ Of one thing at least he expressed the most perfect convic. 
'tion — that if this distinguished lot was reserved for an}^ it was for ei- 
ther of them three. He then demanded what engagements they stood 
disposed to enter into, with such a propect before them ? PI is associates 
both-replied that they were willing to accede to any terms, that he might 
think it convenient tosuggest. On which Hussun distinctly proposed, 
on the same grounds as it they were proceeding on some commercial 
speculation, that so far from applying the advantages of hisgood fortune, 
to his own personal enjoyment, the successful individual should be en- 
gaged to share them, with scrupulous impartiality, nith his two less 
fortunate associates. And to this effect a reciprocal agreement vns 
accordingly drawn up between them, and executed on the spot. 

In the reign of Alep Arslan of the race ofSeljuk, the sameNizam- 
ul-mulk, as will be seen in its proper place, was advanced to the dig- 
nity oftheVizzaurut; and his friend Hukkeim Omar,repairingtoconrt, 
experienced from his old acquaintance all that could be expected 
from a conscientious regard to the stipulations between them , the for- 
tunate Vezzeir telling him, that in conformity' to their engagement, he 
had not failed to considertheappointmenttow^hich hehadsuccccded.as 
tm advantage in which the3'w'erc rcciprocalh entitled tosharc; but, m 
order that he might have an opportunity of bringing Ins merits under 
the observation of his sovereign, that it behoved him, in some shape 
orother. to enrol hiraselfin the service of the state: and nothing should 
be wanting on his part, at a proper inter\al, to secure his advancement 
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to some distinguished post of confidence and respectability. 'With a, H 420 6-t. 
abundant benedictions on his head, and e%ery expression of applause A. D- 1029:7 1. 
for his faithful and honorable adherence to his engagements, Hukkeim 
Omar declined all participation in the splendid destiny of his power- 
ful triend, professing, that the summit of hisambition was tobeallowed, 
in some retired spot, to prosecute his philosophical studies under the in- 
fluence of his protection. As there was some reason to believe that 
these professions were sincere, the benevolent and distinguished minis- 
ter acquiesced in his resolution ; and assigning for his subsitstance 
an annual pension on the revenues of Ncyshapur, of twelve hundred 
meskals* of gold, dismissed him highly gratified with his lot. 

riussun Sabah did not, on the other hand, present himself to claim 
the recollection of his early friend, until the succeeding reign of jNI^lek 
Shah, V hen he experienced from Nizam-ul-mulk a reception not less 
cordial, than the other associates of his studies ; being distinguished 
by that minister uitli every proof of confidence and liberality, that he 
thought suitable to his merit, or to the claims of their long established 
friendship. The man was, however, not of a disposition to be easily 
satisfied. He embraced an opportunity of intimating to liis friend, one 
day, that although he must acknowledge the extreme liberality with 
which he had treated him, yet that this u as not exactly commensurate 
with the tenor of their engagements. Nizam-ul-lMulk readily as- 
sented to the justice of the remark , freely adding, that he was not^ 
onl}^ entitled leciprocally to share in the dignity and lustre of office, 
but in the claims of inheritance, and every other advantage however 
derived. The minister proceeded accordingly to introduce him to the 
presence of his sovereign, and contrived moreover to give so flattenno- 
a descriptionof his talents and abilities, that he wasspeedily admitted to 
a considerable share of the royal confidence. But, the unprincipled 
profligate no sooner found access to the conversation of the monarch, 
than he perverted the advantage to the basest purposes of ingratitude. 

For coming to the knowdedge of some trifling default, or inaccuracy 
in the accounts of the exchequer, of which his friend was at the head, 

• ^ meskal, or nielbkal, vas both the unme of a gold com , and of the weight of a dram 
auda half Theshekel of the Jews might be the origin. 

VOL. II. - ^ 2 U 
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A. H. 404 lie contrivedbyinsidiousnndartfulstatementsthatitshouldbc reported 
to Melek Shah , and that he should himself be examined on the subject 
^Ukhbaur accusation. During this, by a repiesentation full ofperver- 

sion of facts, and ambiguities skilfully disguised, he succeeded in 
producing a degree of conviction ofthe guilt of his minister, in the mind 
of that piince although far greater deficiencies were to be found in 
the accounts of former ministers, in a tenth part of the pei lod for winch 
Kizam-ul-mtilk now demanded a scrutiny. Providence interposed, 
however, to frustrate his base designs ; for although he succeeded in 
bringing the charge undei investigation, the extreme malignity of Ins 
motives, and his violation of the most sacred engagements were so ob^ i- 

ous, that at the moment he was called upon to specify the fallacious 
circumstances in his friend’s accounts, he was so overwhelmed uith 
contempt and shame, that he found it impossible to remain any long'cr 
in the court of Melek Shah. 

Such at any late is the statement furnished on the relation of Ni/am. 
ul-mulk himself the author proceeds further to describe, that about 
the period at which he was thus compelled to withdraw from the court 
of INI^llek Shah, under circumstances so dishonorable, and whicli fell 

out. It vould appear, m the four hundred and sixty lourth of theJJid- 
jeiah, Hiissun Sabah, or Sabaiikh, as it is sometimes perhaps cnoii- 
eously written, repaired to thecitj'^of Rey u here falling in with Abdiil- 
melek the son of Attaiish, who was employed in disseminating the 
doctrines of the Issmauilians, he apostatised from the sect of oilhodo\ 
Imaumites, to embrace the system of those odious schismatics, pioin 
Roy he ent to Isfahaun, and there, still pursued by his apprehensions 
of the resentment ofiNIelek Shah and liis V'^cazeir, he concealed himsi It 
lor some time, under the protection of a certain Kciss Abiil F.i//cl, 
possibly one of the principal magistiates. Here, in the couise of con- 
versation he could not forbear observing, that with tuo assoi iat(“;, of • 
minds congenial with his own, and on whose firlelity Ik could rib', 
he conceived it would be no difficult rnattt r to subveit the pouirol 
^/ull Tin/i, alludingto Mtlek .Shah, ///s /nia born nnni'^lcr 1 he 
Reiss, w ho entertained, it seems, no contemptible notroiis o/ his or n 
satrantx , ascribed thesecxpressioiis to approaching insauifv in the mind 

of his guest , and took care, under that impression, to introduce at lu-’ 
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Tnra\‘=, that species of diet which was supposed to have the effect of 
compo'iul'r, or lortih ing thchrain ITussun by the strength of Ins un- 
derstanding "^oon penetrated thetlioughts of Ins protector, and quilting 
his root, innncdiately sought another as\ him. At a subsequent period 
when he liad made himsidf master of the fortress 'of Alniow ut, Abul 
Fayzcl paid a \ isit to Ins old acquaintance, b\ w liom he was accosted 
in tlicsc terms “ itli the proot before thine e_\cs Iiow soon, after se- 
“ e-irinp: assoeiates worth\ of my eoiifidenco, I ha\ e succeeded in my 
“ohieci.art thou now com meed w hellier in\ brain, or thine ow n, was 
“ in a state of deraiejement 

In the mean time lliiNsunSaiiah. about tbefonr bnndrcdand seventy 
first ot the llul|(r.di/ jiroeeeded (n lr_\ Ins fortune amon" Ins fcllow’^ 
sclnsmatics m lhz\ pt ; where be cxperit'iiced from Mustanser, the Fa- 
tinnte Kbabt. a \er\ liospitable and liberal reception. AA’Iicn be had? 
llo\\o^er. resided in that country a!)OUt a Near and a hall, a serious 
misunderstand I mr ainse lietu oeii him and the Amcir-ul-JcN ush,or lieu- 
tenant croncral ot the (orcos, orii,Mnatinir ni the following circumstance, 
hhistanscr. as N\ c liaNC rocoiitl\ had oeccasion to remark, had thought 
fit to exclude his eldest son /7aur from Ins claim to the succession, 
and to transfer it to the n oungor brother, .Mimed, and tlie lieutenant 
general had on this point, concurred with the \icus of Ins so\ercign. 
Ihit adhering to the luiulnmcntal pnntiplc of the sect, m hicli inNaria- 
blN asserts the predominant right ol pnmogeniiiire, llussun Sabah 
piocceded to agitate the people in favor of the Iinaumut ot Nezzaur; 
and persisting in Ins designs, m defiance ol tlic Amcir-ul-de\ ush, w Iio 
uoNN troNcrncd all things at discretion, tint minister caused it to be an- 

V. 

nounced to Inm, that Ins residence in Eg\ pt would for the future be 
entirely dispensed nn ilh , or might perhaps, be found extremely nicoa- 
1 enicnt to him. 

This intimation it nn as not difficult to comprehend ; and he accord- 
ingly hastened into Sn na, and from thence, leading a precarious and 
NN andermglite. uitiinatclN into Persian Iiak He continued however, 

w ith unremitting actn itN to disseminate the doctrines ot thelssmauih- 

/ 

ans, dispersing Inseunssariesamong the castlesoflludhaur, and through 
the territorv ot the Kohestauu. But Ins exertions appear to have been 
more paiticularl} directed to gain o\er to his principles thegariison of 

'AD 1078. 

2 u 2 


V. H. 4G4-88. 
A D 1071-90. 

Kliol.uissut- 

ul-aklibdur. 



332 


A. H. 488, 
A. D.1090. 

Kliolaussut- 

ul-akubaur. 


tlie impregnable fortress of Almowut, situated in the mountainous tract 
bet\Yeen Kazvem and the Caspian. His doctrines spread with consider- 
able rapid it}", beingembraced by great numbers ofthe people; and iv hen 
the period approached, at which he conceived that he might venture 
to unmask his ambitious designs, we are told that he took up his resi- 
dence in a town which lay within a convenient distance of the fortress 
on which he appears to have early fixed his attention. Plere he af- 
fected to devote himself, for some time, to a life of abstinence andreli- 
ligious seclusion ; until indeed he saw that the greater part ofthe inha- 
bitants of Almowut had been brousr-ht to include themselves amono- 
the proselytes oflssmauilism ; and they were prevailed upon,onenjght,m 
the four hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah, to introduce him 
privately into their inaccessible abode. 

The government of Almowut was, at this period, held under the 
authority of Melek Shah, by a certain Siddy Mehed}' , but the influence 
of this officer falling into total neglect, on the introduction of Plussun 
Sabah, the latter proposed one day to give him three thousand dinaurs* 
for as much ground within thefortress, as he could encompass with a bul- 
lock’s hide. Mehedy acceded without difficulty to theproposal, and 
the artful adventurer cutting his ox-hide into narrow slips, included 
within them the entire circumference of the woiks; and giving to the 
dupe of his artifices a draft for the money, on Reiss Muzufferjoneofhis 
disciples who was governor of Guirdkoh and Daraaghaun, and who 
discharged it without demur, he dismissed him from the fort without 
further ceremony. 

The impregnable fortress, of which he thus obtained possession, is 
stated to have borne, at some remote period, the name of Alah-umal, 
signifying, in the language of the country, “the eagles nest the letteisof 
which, in their numencal application, will be found to furnish the 
precise date at wdiich Hussun Sabah became master of the place. 
Thus, Alef-1. Laum-30. Hai-5. Alef-I. Meim-40. Waii-d. Tai-fOO* 
making, wdien added together, the sura total of 483. f 

*137.51. Os. od. 

t From Ins subsequent abode in tins maccessible retreat, be probablv acquired tbe ap* 
pellation of Sbaikb-uI-Jubbul — or old man oj the mountain. 


in tin*. niPinu r pro\ nit d :i v, rnrr rrtro.it fi^ninst llio rnntin- 
f:( lu 1. vl tnrlijur. Ihis^tui S < nh( r h\ forrf <»r Juvnr, Riirrccdi d 
kh.h id. rv'.irdMii . \J« n«lin'4 lu^ !Uiihorit\ n\<rlhc \\li(df t(Tritor\ of 
Hiidlmir, ui <\<m \\lii<li . nrtotr.i-^o d liiin to di-^patc li IIiisv, \nc 
K.i\dtt\ or K'>\ n\ . on< of In'- I'niw'ip d .uIIk rciii‘>. tor(]«‘( I tin* ronxrr- 
Moiioi tin u itn « voi tin Ktdii li<»ui r<* in nlinIt'timr.d‘'olirnii"lit 

to •'iihinit to thr poui r ^*1 tin i\*h« ntiir< r. In tin* iiK .in timr oiu* of 
iln’i:tniriK ofM<'M^ SliMu to Avlunniln t«'rntorv of Ufidli.inr h.ul 
1 u( n .I'-MLiinl tn f( oil. P It Imnst If < .dl' <l upon to in da* some ilc^n'o of 
c\« rtioii for ill' T<<o\<r\o| \ Inion ni , -md Ii o ini: n'pi .il«*dh l.ndun'.tc 
tin ( ircuini.u «’nt « oiuiir) . In ‘'Urrc i d( d it l.o-t in n dm iin.: tin* ir.irri‘'nn 
.uni mil d 111 mt*' to tin* % nr.:' of <!' ■'P-ur. Until ii'.Min rout min'd to sup- 
port ilu*r< '-oluinuiol liivdn-' ipli '•,h\ nsHunun*' soUnd from ilicir Iin.uini ; 
idlndim: to Mvi*-t m*-' r. tin U'-m.mdi.m K li.dif of I/jv pi. 

A i'r\ opporiuin 1 \ (or tin \ n u ol 1 1 ii''‘'iin .‘'.di di. tin* per ‘■on from \\ lioin 
In* li 'd ‘■uflori d ‘■m h surion*' .mno\ un •*, li.ippi in*d to du* :it this rnsis, 
,md lorclion* him for ‘•onn* time Ironi his l•ml>^rnssm('nt'? Unt. in 
tin* lu’irmnm'.: ol lour huinlrud and « njlitN -fix o,* In w.is n"am ronsi- 
cl< rdd\ sinnt'ind h\ tin < MTiioiis ot Annir Arsl.mt.msh II.iiiicl); 
•motln r of tin* Ufimr ds ol M*’hk ‘sh.di. u ho u .is lim rti'd h\ hissoxer- 
I lu^n to rosiinn* tin Idock.uU* of .Mmoxxut. I’lnlor ihnsi* rirruiiisian- 
I'l's. l)om'4 loiiii'd hx .1 < oiisnh nihh* r< inlorri'inonl dispatclu'd to his 
assist.mri hx l)i*lnl..ur Ahu Allx*, oin* of his prosnlx tcs allv,i 7 xt*m, 
1 1 iissuii hohllx s din d out m tin* ni^dit, run! surprisim: thr* camp ol Ins 
1)1 siegers, ( oinjinllcd ihciii to n ]ir<*<'ipit.iti* lli^hi ; tin* fiiuotixcs com- 
inunir.itm': no sp^rln s\mpioms ol disorder .uni dismax* to the .irinx of 
McKlv .Ml ill, to xxhnh they fled lor protection. The xiexx’s of that 
prince seemed, how ex er, more particul.ulx directed to the reduction of 
the Koliest.mil. where 1 liissexiu* Kaviiy had heen sineularly successlul 
111 disseminalmp; the principles of l.iiiatieisin and rex olt; aiul n consider- 
able force had been accordinc:lx' sent to that qu.irter, under an able chief 
ol the name of Ku/zul Saurek f On the appro.ich ol the tioops ol Melek 

* M.ircli, A.D 1092 

+ There IS a singular comciilciice hcnieoii these .ip|ic'lnlions, aiut those hestowwl upon 
the ihiefs of ihe Aniencaii aborigines. Arslaiituush sisiuhcs perhaps, “the rock lion," 
oiiil Kiuzul S.mrck, possihK, the “ rcil robber." 
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Shah, Hfisse 3 ^ne ICayny with his followers, shut himself up in the 
fortress, or castle of Mouraenabad, which was immediately invested by 
Kuzzul Saurek. Just however as the place was on the point of reduc- 
tion, the report arrived that Nizam-ul-rpulk, the Vezzeir, had been as- 
sassinated by one of the fanatic disciples of Hussun S?bah ; and tlic 
death of Melek Shah, which followed soon after that event, produced 
an immediate dispersion of the army employed before Moumenabad. 
The affairs of the schismatics now advanced with uncontroiiled rapi- 
dity ; and^the unprincipled zealots of the sect dispersing tlieinsclvcs 
through the east, were enabled to plant their daggersin the bosoms of 
many of the noblest and wisest individuals, who had ventured to op- 
pose the progress, of their detestable doctrines. The success of the 
Issmauilians was furtlier promoted bj'^ the cobtest which ensued be- 
tneen the Sultans Burguiauruk, or Burginaurug, and Mahommed the 
sons ofj\I<^Iek Shah , during which tlie disciplesof liiissun Sabah nerc 
permitted to reduce the fortresses of Guirdkoh, andLaumseir. 

Sultan Mahommed becoming, however, on the death ofBurguiaiirtiK, 
sole master of hisfathei’s dominions, Ahmed theson of Nizam-iil-iniilk 
M'as employed for some time to besiege Almowut * and early in the five 
hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerali, a great force under Ataubek 
NouslitekeinSlieirgueir encamped in the neighborhood of that fortress^ 
Tor near twelve montlis, that chiefcontinued tomainlaiii with the trnojis 
oflJussun Sabah, a course of unremitting and obstinate hostilities; Imt 
as success n as beginning to dan n upon the ensignsof tlie besiegers, the 
death of Sultan Maliouimcdnasannounccd in the arm}' of the Ataubek, 
and occasioned as formerly their immediate flight, or dispersion. 

Under Sultan Sunjur, who next succeeded to the throne of liic race 
of Seljuk icpcaled ex'peditions continued to be set on foot against the 
Issmaiiihaii chief, u itli siniilarsucccss ; hostilities beingtlius occasion- 
all\ suspended, and resumed, betneen tiic ad\ ocates of the ortliocbA 
bohof. and these stigmatized and odious zealots, for apenod of consider- 
able duration. At Icmrtli Ilussun Sabah bad recourse to tlieloilou mg 
de\ ICC, in ordorto t{*rrif\ bis adversaries into forbcar.inre 1 1 e si-dm cd 
one ol the domestics of Sultan Sunjur to lodge a knife, or dazL'cr, m the 
floor one iirzht, close to the Sultan’s bed. In the inor/iirig, n lit n !ic 
an oke, the moncrch beheld the murderous n capon w iili crjual sur]»n,;e 
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nnO tliM-nny, Init forl^nrc to comnninicntc tlio circum<^tnncc to nnv body A. II. 405 518, 
\\b.\to\er. A few d.ws nftoru an atrcnt Trom llussun Sabah ai- A D 10')2 1 124. 
ri\ 0(1 at court ith ibo follow iii" verbal incssaqc from Ins master. “ If Kliol.iu>,sut- 
“ Ins dc'Jitrns towards Sultan Snninr had not been friendly, the knife 
“ winch had been seen jilantcd in the floor, might with equal facility 
“ ha\ohcen sheathed in Ins bosom”. The mind of Sultan Sunjur was 
so powerlully wroinxlit niion hv the message, and the circumstance by 
which It had been preceded, that he immediately determined to con- 
cludcatn'at\ with the Schismatics, on their engaging not to construct 
a^^ new fortressrs, in addilion to those already in their possession ; not 
tomakoanv lurlher jnirchases ofaiius, or equipments for war, and that 
thc\ w ould. for the future, desist Irom making jiroseh tes to their fana- 
tical doctrines Hence ilu' pow er of i Inssun Sabah might w ith reason 
be aflirmed to dcri\c its most important source of augmentation 

Inle these e\ eiits w ore passing, 1 Iusse\ nc Kin in , one of the ablest 
and most actnc promoters of the schism, was prnately assassinated ; 
andas tlieact wasb\ main pi'rsoiiskudtothcchargcofrstaud llusstnne, 
one ol the sons of I lusbuii h.diah, he was condemned by the impaitial 
justice of his father to .itonew ith his life for the minder, while another 
son falhno: under an accusation of di unkenness, for a crime so compara- 
ti\el\ tinial, w as (. ondemued to sufl'er a similar cxtrcmitv of punish- 
ment In these c\amples of severity towards his own blood, it being, 
asit is.dleaed the oliiect of 1 lussun to attest to the w orld, that his \ lew s 
111 diss( minating the doctiiiiesot Issmaiidism, were not influenced by 
anv desire to create a splendid establishment for liis posterity, but to 
secure an imperishable leward in a future and better woild 

In tlic latter Rebheia of the jear (ne hundred and eighteen, this 
artful schismatic was seized bv his mortal illness , duiing wdiich he ap- 
pointed one of his disciples, of the n.uneolGuia Bu/.urg Oimivd, to be 
the successor to his pow er, with the Dchdaur Abu Ally, lorineilv men- 
tioned, as his minister of state , expressl> chaiging them, at the same 
time, ill matters of particular moment, in no shape to deviate from the 
counsels of Hussun Kessrauny, another zealous votary of the sect * 
and on the tw'ent^ -sixth of the same month, ^ he hastened to take pos- 
session of the abode, wdneh w'as doubtless prepared for his reception in 
the other w Olid. On authoiitv, said to be entitled to the utmost con- 
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A. H. 518-67. ^Idence, it IS lastlj’’ alleged, that during a period offive and thirty years, in 

A D. 1124 - 62 . he resided m the fortress of Almovvut, Hussun Sabah never once 

ul-aSw' the walls of His impregnable retreat, nor even on the 

terrace of his own dwelling, on more than two particular occasions ; liis 
time being entirely devoted to the arrangements of his government, and 
to record the precepts, which he conceived calculated to promote the 
adoption of that code of faith, which he had undertaken to establish. 

Guia Buzurg Omeyd, second chief of the Issmauihans of Al- 
mowut. , 

On succeeding to theauthorityofHussunSabah, this person is stated 
to have persevered m all respects, in piomoting the odious system esta- 
blished by hispredecessor, while he speciously professed to be noother- 
Buzurg Omeyd wise emplo3''ed, than to advance the interests of the true faith. He was 
lid chief of Almo- repeatedly engaged m hostilities with the princes of theraceofSe]juk,in 
which foi the most part, his aims were triumphant. The sanguinary 
zealots trained up in the pnnciplesofthesect, now carried their systeinof 
assassination to an extent that became trul}’’ alarming, many ofthemost 
dignified and elevated individuals perishing under the knife of these 
detestable fanatics, and among others was the JChftlifMhstershid ol the 
house of Abbas, as formerly noticed. After all this, and having sus- 
tained his power for a period of fourteen years two months and twenty 
da^'s, Guia Bfiziirg Oniej'd was suffered to expire, by a tranquil deatiij 
on tlie twenty-sixth of the latter Jummaiidj^ of the five bundled and 
thirty-second of the Plidjerah.^ 

IMaiiommed, the soii of Guia Buzfirg Ome3''d, third chief of the 
Issmauihans of Almowut, succeeded, in confoimity to the will of 
his father, to the goveinment of these odious fanatics , and like his 
MAHOMMrnind father, by his words and actions evinced the most determined zeal for 
of the chief. ofAI- principles of the sect. Many distinguished persons also perished 
under the dagger of the assasin, during the period of his power, ni 
eluding among others the Khalif U 1 rasliid BTllali of the house of Ab- 
bas. Kotwitlistandingthesemultiplied enormities he continued to reign 
for a period of four and twenty 3'^ears, eight montiis, snd eight days, 
and terminated his life in peace, on the third of the former llcbbcia 
of the five hundred and fifty seventh of the Ilidjerah f 

of March, A. D. 1138. t Nineteenth ofrehmar}, A, D. 1102. 
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ITt ‘■'ifN il.r»^on of MaluiiTinK (1. i n’ul' «1 Alia-rH 
(^^11 wlir.'-. r.’< n.ftrv It pi ,< •' fmirlU ihi < iu< i'-- nfAlinfiv’ ni 

1 'lo p t'-on proi. vv-ir. ^ lo Ur ,i <U '•< , .nl ml <■»! M u^l m or lit*’ I'nUmitr, 
o]'. t)*\ 1 i)i1 ' 1 um Ui ilm Ii'Mi'*.'- of ill- lin mmur : Unt p'< ilir Tuumi'iit'. 
n: ill! r.iMiii-' m ‘-tippn-i nf •'Urli (ii'-rrnt. apprir'd cr]uiil\ rnnotc 
Un.n I'virv vi .it i(i)< til f»t' ri ami'll .tn<l rmnin m NiMji-r. t’i“ .utthor lia'> 

n\oni<U\ ui’.liUilil 111'' pi I) ft mil i til ir^ttvjon ilu* i, 

lU lii't linu I \ 1 r T It ni t\ . Ill' h ul tm ‘.'•niiiT .im'iU <1 In i-ov rrrii^n 
pnw I r. ill m 111 '' utnvi'i . r >1 mil i" i‘riioi» appr ir lo li n <• lic'rtj cliriTleil 
to ‘.iilu I rl lln’ ^\U'll' ni I'f 1 ‘-''I’ mi'-m. a -' 1 •'t lUli^lu il l>\ itsi(io_ 
Ui it< il fiiniuU r, X'l'' lUi luti'-i oln iiui‘'l\ ri p\i.:ii ml to ilu* pp’rajiK 
rif till ‘-irriilioiU.il not <m' iiK « m mir i.t< il, v\ « rr ‘'iiiU P il tn p.iss 
\\ ith imimuitv . .mil " tiiiotP mii riln tion ; ami w hiK- tlir tno<rl (1 iriii'.^ 
jroi't'' of t 11 'I' lv .ni l iiin<li ltl\ < oiiimui il lo Ui s.mriioiird u till dally 
11. 1 P Till.: < oiilum u to’i^ti’ " U\ III'' o\\ 11 rv mijd , In- ppirri’di, il .it lavt. 
Ill lUi'fn I liiiiulp d and Tiitv iiiiilli of iln* llulu rah. to coinokr at .Mino* 
\^ nt ,m l''•'l'^ul 1\ ortUrpntu ip.ii mli.iUit mivof UhdU.mr , lorllu ptirpo*?c 
Pi ni dviii'.: I puldii' .i\ nu d o| 111'' apo^i n v. and pflii'' ciilKitiiiion ol Ins 
()\\ Il mipi'm''Cipminn'-. foriliio: i('r« d pn < l•p^‘' 0 ^tll(• lCor‘m 1 1 1 \ iiic.w ilh 
this di vn.li. < iu‘.i'tl .1 imimUi r, or tnlmn d. lo Ur r-( cU'd in Ins I’apil il, 
uitli Us torr-parl lowapK the KiUldi, or smetuarv at MtUkali, and 
four I \vz*‘ si.md.irds, t icli ofa dillrmit colour, to Ur pl.mlcd til llio four 
coriirrs rr‘;prcii\rl\ , hr on ihr si'vrnlronih* ol ihr month of R nn/avin, 
.'’srrmlrd lhistriUuti.il , and trom thrnrr addressed his follow ors in a strain 
ol mcohrrriit ahsurdtt\, which our author further disd.niis to repeat. 
After tins, nn\m^ w uh the assemUh hr united them without further 
scruple to Mol.vte tlieir fast , and proci'edcd to set them the example, 
b\ a lihcral indul;;ence in the article of wine, and b\ other flairrant 
Molalions ol the most sacred ordinances of the law’ of Mahommed. 
lie impiously concluded by announcing; to his jicoplc, that the seven- 
teenth of Ram/aun was to be observed as a perpetual festival, by 
tlienamc ofthe Rid-c-Kcyaum, or feast of the rcsuncction, or perhaps 
of emancipation ; and hcncc the Issmauilians have been ever since 
branded with the appellation of Mullauhedah — infidels and atheists. 
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In fine ^^ben the crimes and licentious enormities of tliis'same- All^ 
zekre-hu-iissalaum,had transcetidedall ordinary bounds of moderation, 
iJussun the son of NaumAviir, an oithodox Mussulman, althoimh the 
brother of one of his ives, determined on his desti uction , and in the 
five hundred and sixty first’** of the Hidjerah, -while on a visit to the 
fortress of Laumseir, embraced an opportunity of terminating with his 
knife, the odious existence of this flagitious miscreant, after a reign of 
four years. 

IM-Miommed the son of Alla-zekre-hu-ussalaum, fifth of the chiefs 
of Almowut, immediately succeeded to his father ; whose death at a 
proper opportunity, he did not fail to avenge on Hussun the son of 
Naum^^ ur. In his zeal for thepropagation of error and infidelity, andiii 
his perseverance in asserting his claims to the Khelaufutand Imaumut, 
or temporal and spiritual supremacy, he even surpassed his piedeces- 
sors ; and during the protracted peiiod of six and foity years, in which 
he continued to direct their destiny, the enthusiasts devoted to his 
will, shed the blood of many a distinguished believer, and carried con*- 
fusion and alarm to some of the remotest corners of the earth. lie was, 
however, at last taken to the abode of eternal punishment, in the SiX 
hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah f 

JuLLAUL-uD-DEiN HussuN the son of Mahommed, sixth of the 
chiefs of Almowut. 

Invested v ith the soveicign authority on the demise of his fatlwr# 


this prince, in s[)itcof the pernicious cxamjde of his piedecessors, rip- 
plied himself, with unremitting ardor and activity, to restore and rc-es- 
t.dilish in his dominions the long prosciibcd system of Isslain, and to 


evince liis ablioirencc of the profligate princijiles of atheism and false 
belief. AVith these vicus, Ins followers were prohibited, under llie 
Jui^LAri-vD. severest penalties, against the commission of any act offensive to the 
Di IS, ^ hli of In^^s of the KoiCm , he re-instated tlirougli his whole territory t!ie call 

AIwotI'u/^ pra^c^b^ Mviczzins,tlic presc nhed courseofsupplic.'tiononordm iry 

daA s, and tlic more solemn celebration ol divine m orship o) tli^ ni 
bl( d eominumtv, on fiidays, and lasth,in ev<Ty to’a n tlirnimdmtit 


Iltidbaur, he laid the foundation of a b itli for ablution , and of a ino.qun 
for the adoration of the supreme being. 


•fA.D. 1210. 


'A D.l ICO. 



M 'vmtr pn^lnnii) ir\ pr^^nfs of ‘-mrr'rr cf'iuvT^-imi to 

(1\< pnn'-i;»l( ^ of M M i f> t *• In' »li‘-}nt» ln’il In^ nls tn llio 

Kit till ri \ ui'-'-i r. m M thnumf <I kiir^^ ol K lntir<'/iii, 

niiti tnnt In r priiif < >-n| K'-l'im, in ftr<lfrl<> tM* llm |)?iriJ\ nt liisin lid . iiul 
tln-'.i vn\ t n 1 '^n'- w lilt tli< ir inini'-lnr'', p- r'-ii nl tlriftln triilli ofliis prn- 
fi m <1 to llir<>\\ op- n in lim tin' U'-ti iK Inmn KofitHi rroursc, 

\\lii'’h It nl pn^'-ilth In t n Inirj nln^ il t'^ tnn>i llx' •'t lii'^in it ir^ 'Flu- 
( - •> !• ^ tif th 1 'w , .'in' tin' Ml in of r< Ininni. prm ci'd* d .dsc) to issiin 
i'll tr r< t\,n or pr- •'< pt' to \* ril\ tin ortliodow ol liis prim ipF ■> , 
('I nf rrni.; ni'o.i loin, it tin •' nm' tnin . tin \\\\t' nllaitl-tul-th in 
, ^'oii~ Mu" III in I til — 1 1 in' ■'ll 11 . 1 1" 'dtirx »»! t In I ill h,t In in“U (Itorii) 
liiln\<r *l 1 mi'> until tt> 1 in Ins / d. 1 nil ml-nd-dnin, m tin* prn- 
‘.i tirn <tl llm nnn'l <lisiin M"‘-Ii d li\\\ir- 'iid tli ol.tji in'., iml olli T 
1( ’lilt'.: I til. ‘ in' ol K t7 \ • in. ptoi < < d. d to Inirn tin' w lioK' o| tlio nia- 
inisi ii])tv of 1 In', tin • itln r r< 1 itiin.: tti. or • ' pl.nniii!; tlic doc- 

tinn '' ol till I ■'''.n ’iitlt ttiv. In .iririition t<i llu"'i* tiitillipln d tn-'liino- 
iiti '' of lit'' nnfi i.in d itH n linn'iii to tin* l.nv '' <if tlin Korni, Ins 
nioiln r In < onnii'j d« '.irons o| visitin': tlio v.nnttMrv ofMnkl-.di lu’, 
I’lt' r tin t’N t.iipl of otin r in on irrlis oi 1 ssl nn, < .niiM d In r to In* .itrom- 
jiinndliv t St nnl rd of In* intifnl \\ orKin.insliip iml oosilv ni.itori.ils, 
to In (Kposn,.d 111 tin t< tnpli of ilio K.uiuhili, to wliK'Ii. during- 
In r lonrinv..! pri'i't di nci* v\ o': <'\prt*ssl\ .issi-rin'd 1)\ the Kh.diflJl 
N.iuss, r. in'forn tltosL' ol .ill llu' otlinr print cs, tr.in-^iniiU’il fornsuniFu 
jiiirposi’ '1 Ins 1 nil r rirt'iini'^t tin n is .n ilio s unn tiinr*, M itoil to li.ivc 
titvi n to Soil , 111 M.ilioinini'il tlio Kit uiri /ini.in,vncli iiioit.d otlnnco, tli.it 
It IS supposed to li.tv t'heeii <iin*or tlieprinrip.il c.iusesol t1i.it irroroncile- 
.dde .niunobitv , w Inch soon .ilicrw .irds broke out hetw een Imn.'ind lluit 
Ivli.tlil 

Jull.uil-ud-dt in lltibsnnliad rri^nrd with ron'^idorablc roput.ition, 
ior oUvi'ii \ e.irs and .i liilf, when he w.is attin ked and carried to his 
t:tavo, l)^ .1 d\senterv , durinn; the s.irred month of Ram/aun^ of the 
'Jix hundied .ind ei'.:hteeinh ol the llnlierah. 

Ai .\-uo-»EiN .Maiiommld the sou of llussun, seventh ot the 
duels of Ahnow iit, 

Octolirr. A D 1221. 
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On Ins elevation to the atitlioiity of h'is predecessors, this prince had 
only ^attained to the ninth year of his age ; and he appears to have de- 
voted tile daNMi of youtlt, to the execution of great niimhers of his peo- 
ple, Avhom he caused to be put to death, on a suspicion of having ad- 
nnnistcicd poison to his lather. Instead however of emulating the 
example set before him, in the conduct of the deceased monarch, this 
ill-lated youtli relapsed into the absmd and profligate system of Ins 
forefathers ' the schismatics revived their impioii', and iniquitous prac- 
tices ; the law oi glory, the institutes of the Koiaii so designated by 
IMahommedans, vas once more abolished in Iludbaur; and the nox- 
ious speculations ol’ infidelity and atheism, ^^ere suircrcd to resume 
then sway. 

Ala-ud-doin had, at all events, assumed into his own hands, and 
exciciscd the functions ol government for along scries of years, when 
he took it into liis head, without surgical assistance, to open a vein m 
his arm ; wdiich he suffered to bleed with so much greater profusion 
than was consistent with citlior prudence or necessity, that his brain 
became seriously aflected. Jlencc, w hen any person ventured to speak 
to him regarding the affairs of Ins government, in a manner that did not 
exactly correspond w’ltliliis owm distorted view’s, he immediately put 
him to death • from w'hich it necessarily resulted, that the true state 
of his country was at length entirely ivithheld from his knowdedge. 
And seiious disputes arising moreover, tow’ards the close of his reign, 
betw’een him and his son Rokkeii-ud-dein, the latter, feaiful of an at- 
temptagainst his owm, had recourse tothetrcaoheiy ofa certain Hussun 
Mazanderauny, to take aw’ay the life of his father. 

"We are further informed that, m the Rouzut-us-suffa, the matter is 
more circumstantially related in the following terms. Fortins same 
Hussun Mazanderauny, a Mahommedan by religion, though far ad- 
vanced in years, All^-ud-dein had, it seems, formed a species of at- 
tachment, of'wlnch our author alleges he should be ashamed that his 
pen should fuinish the description , so that ivhen it w’as ultimately 
determined on, theman, at the instanceof Rokken-ud-dein might, with 
less scruple, have undei taken the destruction of the capricious profli- 
gate. At any rate, one evening' w hile his object, after drinking rather 
freely, lay asleep m' a shed of mals and rafters adjoining to a sheep-col;, 


I 



341 


he embraced his opportunity, and possibly through the flight enclor 
sure, discharged an arrow, uhich lodged m the throat of the unhappy 
chief, and killed him on the spot. 

This circumstance is stated to have occiiired, in the month of Sha- 
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vaul, of the six hundred and filty third of the Ilidjeiah,* vhen Alk\- 
ud-dein had held the government of Almou ut, for a peiiod of five and 
thirty years. 

Rokken-ud-deix Hur, or Kiiuu Shah the soil of Allli-ud-dein, 


eighth and last of the Issmauihan chiefs of Almowiit. 

Having succeeded to authority on the murdei of his father, Rok- 
ken-ud-dein, in older to avert from himself the suspicion of having Rokken-ttd- 
been an accomplice in the foul parricide, took care, at an early period, 
to dispatch the instrument of his guilt to the silent chambeis of the chiefs of Aim- 
grave. PIis careei vas, however, destined to experience but a short owut. 
duration. 


It has been stated on a former occasion, that in the early pait of 
the six hundred and fifty-fourth of the Hidjerah,'*'' Hulaukfi Khaun 
had crossed the Jeyhfin On intelligence of this event, Khfir Shah 
was persuaded by the advice of YessiirNfivan the Moghul governor 
of Hamadaun, to send his brother Shahinshah to the presence of that 
powerful monarch On his arrival in the camp of the Eyle, or Aeil 
Khaun, the title usuallv conferred by historians on the stern Ilfilau- 
kfi, Shahin-shah was directed by that prince to announce to his bro- 
ther, that he had struck the pen of oblivion through the register of his 
father’s crimes, and those of his misguided adherents, but it was 
expected that he should immediately demolish his castle, and hasten 
to make his appearance in person, in the piesence of him, who had 
manifested so conspicuous a proof othis clemency and forbeaiance. 
Rbth this injunction, so fai as to leiel paitofthe parapets, or battle- 
ments of ]\Ie;s mundezh, wheie be then resided, KhGi Shah evinced 
a disposition to comply , but he was too powerfully lestrained by his 
apprehensions, from committing his peison to the camp of the invader. 
In consequence of this, Hulaukfi', on the seventeenth ofShavaul of 
the j-^ear just mentioned, f encamped before Meymfindezh , of which’ 
he immediately commenced the siege. On the twenty fitth of the 


* No\ ember, A. D. 1235, t The sprmg of Ak D. 1266, 
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same month, he made a general atfacklipon the place, which Jlppears 
to have been successfully resisted by the garrison : but the, v. retched 
Issmauilian was so completely vanquished by his fears, that he sent 
out his son and brothei, the following day, in the most abject terms 
to supplicate foi merc 3 % On the twenty-ninth, he descended in per- 
son, from his otherwuse impregnable retreat, and by an immense offer- 
ing, in specie and valuables, endeavoied to disarm, or soften .the 
resentment of the Eylekhaun. That inflexible conqueror committed 
him, how ever, to the custody of those w hose vigilancehe w'as not likely 
to deceive ; w'hile numerous detachments of the army w^ere employed 
to reduce and dismantle the remaining fortresses of the country. In the 
space of a short time, upw'ards offoit}’- places, of various strength and 
importance, w ere accordingly compelled to submit to the discretion of 
the Tartar tubes, and immediately le\elled wuth theground The gar- 
risons of Almowmt, Laumseiror Laumsber, and Guirdkoh, continued 
liow^ever, to resist the authority of Ilulauku for some time longer > 
but the tw'o formerplaces ultimatclysubmitting, w^ere, like the preced- 
ing captures laid m ruins, leaving thefortiess of Guirdkoh to contend 
alone, against the feaiful power of the conqueror On the testimony of 
the Tankh guzeidah, the author here states that the castle of Alniovrut 
was erected by Hiissun the son of Zaid, or Zeid, tiie Patimite prince 
of Tebrestaun, in the time of the Kh^hf Miitewmkkel, (between the 
23Sd and the 247th of the Hidjerah ,) it is, how^ever, said to have stood 
for a period of four hundred and two years, wdiich wmuld place its 
construction some wdiat later, namely m the 2o2d of the Hidjerab, and 
in the Khelaufut of U1 Must^yne.. 

It wmH be found further related m the Rouzut-us-sufla, that when 
KhiirShah had continued to attend, the presence ofHulaukii for some 
davs, he ventured to request that he might be conveyed to the court 
of Mangh Kaaun , the third successor of Tchengueiz, and paramount 
sovereign of the Tartar race. Apparently under some degree of suft 
prise at such an arrogant, or absurd request, H&lauku determined not- 
■withstandmg to comply wuth it, and having appointed aguard of -Mogh- 
uls to attend him on his journey, he dispatched him without delay 
for Turkestaun. The Issmauilian was scarcely acioss the Amuyab, 

♦ Eighteenth of November, A. D. 1256. 
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jorlowei Oxus, before be im olved bimsclfin a squabble wilb bis guards, 
the soldiers of Hullaiiku, not improbably with the design of accom- 
plishing his escape- heu as, however, at length conveyed in safety to the 
city of Ivaiakum. But, instead of being permitted to proceed to the 
presenceofthegreatKaaun, thewillof that monarch was there announc- 
ed to him through an agent, in the following terms , that having refused 
■4:0 deliver up the fortress of Guirdkoh to the troops of his brother, 
notn ithstandiug his affected piofessions of allegiance, it behoved him 
to return without delay to his own countr^^ ; and that w’lien be had 
atoned for his eiror, by laying his castle in ruins, lie might then be 
permitted to approach the foot of the throne. The unhappv schisma- 
tic was accordingly conducted back again to the banks of theOxus, in 
the waters ofw Inch he was now destined to terminate his life and mis- 
misfortunes, by the hands of his guards. 

In the mean time, on the depaiture of Khur Shah for the interior of 
Tartary, Hulauku had proceeded toput todeath every individual whom 
he could discover, of the stock of Guia BuziBg Ommevd ; and by ex- 
tirpating ever}^ vestige of these impious schismatics, he thus finally 
relieved the hearts of all genuine Mosslems, and of many others but 
remotely connected with them, from the apprehensions under wdneh 
they had beenso long condemned to labour,of the knivesof these fanati- 
cal zealots; when, leckoning from the seizure of Almowut by Hussun 
SJlbah,m the four hundred and eightv third of the Hidjerah, their powmr 
bad been suffered to exist, for a period ot one hundred and seventy one 
lunar years. 
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I N tracing the origin of the house of Seljuk, our author, on the 
testimony ofthose most expciiencecl in discriminating the truths of 
history, and oflhc Iraditionsof remotei antiquity, proceeds to relate, that 
Veka-uk, orDekauk, tlie immediate ancestor of thefamily, wasan Ameir, 
or officer of some rank, in the service of Yoghu, or Beghu, the monarch 
of the Turkish tribes of the Khozzer or Khozzez plains, or steppes, 
so often mentioned in the preceding pages, not less distinguished for 
Ins extiaordinary understanding and singular valour, than for Ins mag- 
nificent and splendid spirit; whence he leceived from the general voice 
of the people among whom he lived, the appeljation ofTemmir Yaligh 
—solid in judgment. On the death of this respectable chief, his son 
Seljuk, then arrived at years of discretion, was taken into particular 
favor b}'" the Tartar sovereign, who conferred upon him the title ofBe- 
saushy, or leader of his armies; and who otherwise advanced him in 
r^nk and power to that degree, that on some occasion during a visit to 
the most sacred part of his master’s palace, he presumed to arrogate a 
superiority over the roj'al children, and the princesses of the Harapn. 
Such arrogance produced, accordingly, in one ofthewivesoftheKhau, 
gan, so much dissatisfaction, that the whole of her influence with her 
husband, was immediately exerted to destroy the credit of his favorite 
geneial. SeljAk, hoAvever, soon observing, that tiie monarch, by some 
means'or other, had conceived a prejudice to his disadvantage, embraced 
an early opportunity of withdrawing, with the whole of his family and 
followers, to the tern tory ofSamaikand. 

On his airival in the vicinity of Jhnd, on the Seyhiln or Jaxartes, 
his bosom becoming suddenly irradiated by the splendid truth of the 
unity of the divine being, hem a short time afterwards, together with 
all his family and dependants, embraced Isslhm ; and he employed him- 
self, with exemplary attention, to study the pages of the Kor^n, and the 
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institutes of that profession of faith which was propagated by the seal 
ot the prophTccy. His foUot\ers continued at the same time to increase 
in numbers and reputation, until at length his residence became the asy- 
'luniofthe princes, and mostdistinguishedinhabitantsof the surrounding 
regions, so that having finally triumphed over the arms of EylekKfiaun, 
he proceeded to fix his abode in the neighborhood of Bokhara. 

With other blessings heaven had atdiflerent times made Seljukthe 
father of four sons, ISleykacil, Issraeil, iMussa, and Yeghil. Of these 
the eldest, Mevk^eil, had in the flower of life perished by an arrow 
shot.lea\ ingtvo infant children, Toghrel Beg Mahommed, andTchegh- 
er Beg Daoud , and these two grandsons, on \\ hose education hebes-' 
towed considerable attention, he declared to be his heirs 

Alter the death of their grandfather, the two biothers exhibited such 
distinguished proofs of sagacity and intelligence, that they soon out- 
stripped all nvalr\ ; and the wars v Inch, n ith occasional intermissions 
of truce, they maintained with the piinces of Transoxiana, extended 
the renown of then magnificence, and martial prowess, to the remotest 
limits of the East. Among othei monarchs to whom the voice of fame 
had circulated the renown of the sons of Seljuk, was Sfiltan Mahmud of 
Gheznein, nho expressed Ins desire that one of the illustrious frater- 
nity might \isit Ins couit, on vlnch Issraeil the son of Seljfik, the 
uncle of the jouiig prince, proceeded to the presence of JMahmud* 
from n horn he expeiienced a distinguished and honorable recep- 
tion. On this occasion, placing the illustnous stranger on the throne 
beside himself, Mahmud is said, in the course of conference, to have 
demanded, m the event that an emergency might arise in which he 
should require it, v hat number of cavalry they were able to send to 
his assistance^ Issiaeil, uho had a couple of arrows m the quiver 
• suspended to his shoulder, laid one of them before the monarch, and 
told him that if he transmitted that arrow to the residence of Ins tribe, 
his orders would be attended by one hundred thousand horse The 
Sultan again demanded iihat, if more were required ? " this” replied 
the son ot Seljuk, placing the second arrow in the hands of Mahmfld, 
“ mil bring fiity thousand more to thy support,” and the Sfiltan de- 
manding a third tune what, if still more were necessary to assure his. 
saiety, the Seljukian laid the quiver before him, and assured him that 
VOL. II, 2 Y 
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'kriolaussnf- if h6seiit that article of bis equipment into Tfirkestaun, little lesgthan 
two- hundred thousand horse would speed to his assistance. Upon this, 
becoming suddenly jealous of the multitudinous force of the Seljuk- 
ians, in the very midst of the festivities with which he had hitherto 
■ entertained him, he condemned his unoffending guest to imprisonment 
in the fortress of Kalinjaur; where he continued to the day of his death. 

'The statement however, that Shltan Mahmud suffered the .race of 
Seljuk to cross the Jejhun, and assigned them a place of residence in 
Khorassaun, in order to obtain possession of their property, is denied 
on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffk ; the fact being, as formerly 
alleged, that the two warlike brothers did not pass the Oxus until the 
subsequent reign of Mhss^oud : when they chose for their abode the 
territory adjacent to the cities ofNissa and Abi werd, dispatching to the 
■same Miiss^oud assurances of their allegiance, and entire submission 
to hIsautho^t 3 ^ The intrusiveestablishmeht ofthese formidablestran- 
gers m the province of Khorassaun, was however consonant neither .with 
the policy nonnclinationsofSultan Mussaoud , and he accordingly inti* 
mated in a letter which he dispatched m answer to these assurances, 
that it might perhaps better suit the arcumstances of the race of Sel- 
juk, not to place themselves within therangeof his pen. In othenwords, 
'that they ^'orild do well to remove from the territories subject to his 
autho^It 3 ^ This reply determined the two chiefs to enter upon imme- 
diate hostilities with Mussaoud ; and on -the pertext of providing the 
necessary resources they proceeded witliout further scruple to invade 
the properly of the unprotected inhabitants. The armies of Muss- 
^oud were repeatedly employed to oppose the adventurers, but ivere 
<;ompelled m almost every conflict, to yield to the superior piowess cf 
the two brothers. 5o that in a period comparatively short, tlie ndioleof 
Khorassaun being subjugated to his po\yer, Toghrel Beg, m the begin* 
nmg of the month of Mohurrim of the 499th of the Hiidjerah,* andm 
the ancient cityof Neyshapur, the tlien capital of the province, publicly 
assumed the sovereign dignity, intr-oducing his own name and titks 
into the coinage and Khotbah of the coiintiy. 

Bidtan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel Beg Mahommed son of Mey- 
baeil, 1st monarch of the Seljucides or race of Seljbk. 


* October A. D. 1037. 
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' ITtn-in:: tlni'; mcirriod l•ro^^s 'Mth the tirrn of «:overcign>powol', 
To!:}ircl B<'a npphcil \Mth 1 iiulnhlo n^^nluity to rc^iil.itc the 

nfl.urs of lii'= lunv gnvcrnmrnt, 111*? hmlhor, T(’heghernegD*»ou(l,uas 
in the mean tune ilctiehed to reduce Herat, \\lnch wn*; crni'iigned on 
It'S suhiuaation in tint prince, to tiu' mnnagement ofonc oflim uncle';, 
^\lu^e lie priu coded m per-^on to Mora , where /ic nlso n''';unicd tlie 
function'; ('frovnltv, and i'; ‘'.ud to hn\c di';tinc:ut‘;hrd Imn'Jclfby 
ahnl.'.inmr the inup.iton'; U'-ain >; of t\ mnny and inttKlicc. Sultan 
M ac'-.’ioud of(die 7 n('in uh menu:, howexer, in the eour‘;c of the ‘lame 
vnr to,\ l\hor n'. lun wuha\<iv foniiid.dde arnn , the brothers- 
united tin T tionji': to fippo^t' him, and wi're >•; un \ictonou',. 

On the (hath of tiie cnnie ^ultan Mu'-'noud, winch took place a<r 
forinerlN (h'‘;(’rd)ed, in tile four hundred uulthirtx third oftlie Hidjernh, 
tile citA ofH.Mkh and tlu pro\ nice of Kh nir<*7in were both united to 
the con'pn"'\'- of tiu '.'rand'^on'; of St link . after w hndi I'o'Thrcl Beg", 
conducting in'; troops into the terntor\'ol Tuiininand from thenLo tO' 
lle\ , in Ic';^ th.ui a tu ch o tnontli made Inni^c If master ol the w hole of 
Per^iui Imk, 

In the lour hundred and fort\ ‘lexcnih'^of the TTidjcrah, w'c Inxcalso 
already ‘;con that To”hrel In 2 iirocrcded to Iha^lidud ; where he re- 
ceiscd from tin* Rhaleifah I'l Ivaenn tlic title of Rokkcn-ud-doin, Yc- 
lUem-c- \nieir-ul-mow mem trvc fnith^oiid)i<^htlin7id 

of' /he comvuiudcr of the fai/fifol, llts name wa'; at tiiesainc tune 
introduced into the Klioilialiin tlio \ cry inctrojiolis of Kslinn. 

In the cour'ie of four liundnd and fifty three •\ although the circum- 
srt.ince was formeil\ ^‘;tited to have occurred in the four huiulred and 
fiuieth of the IIidjcialuToehrol Beg was rccallcd froni the prosecution' 
otlns conquc'stson the Cuphrates, by the defection of Ins half brother, 
Ibraulnm Nutvd , w ho had suddenly quitted w estern Irak, and marched’ 
to take possession of llamadaun. The Seliukian monarch prbceedcd' 
w ithout delay into Persian Irak ; and beingjoined. in due time, by hiS' 
nephew Alep Arslan, wulh a numerous and pow’crful aimv from Ivhor- 
assaun, he hastened to gixe battle to the insurgent; who was soon af-' 
terwards totally defeated, taken prisoner, and immediately putto death,, 
i f'A D + A,D. lotsi. 
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Toglirel Beg then dismissing his warlike nephew for Khorassaun, rc» 
turned straight to Baghdad ; where he succeeded in relieving the Kha* 
leifah U1 Kheim from the usurpation of Bessaussery, and in restoring 
him' to his nominal power. 

In the four hundred and fifty fifth of the Hidjerah, at the age of se- 
venty, Toghrel Beg determined to espouse the daughter of U1 Kaeira, 
but defeired the consummation of his union until his arrival at Hey, 
for which city he accordingly took his departure. On reaching that 
placehe was, however, attacked by a violent dysentery , of which, inthe 
month of Ramzaun,^ he expired after a glorious reign of six and twenty 
years. 

Sultan Ezzed-ud-dein Abfi Shujia Alep Akslan MAHOMMED,the 
son of Tchegher Beg, second monarch of the lace of Seljuk. • 

On the death of his uncle, this piince repaired into Persian Ir&k,and 
immediately succeeded to the whole of his dominions, now extending 
from the river Jeyhhn to the Tigris, 

At the commencement of his reign Alep Arslan was prevailed upon 
to imprison the minister of his predecessor, Abd Nasser Kendery4 
and ultimately to put him to death, at the instance of Nizam-ul-raulk 
Hussun the son of Isshack, the Tussite, the celebrated Vezzeir of the 
house of Seljuk , to whom the office of first minister ofstate was now 
committed with an almost unlimited discretion. A discretion which 
he exercised with a prudence that has consecrated his memory to the 
veneration of succeeding ages 

Among the most impoitant of the events by which the reign of Alep 
Arslan was distinguished, must not be forgotten the invasion of Ins ter- 
ritories by the Greek emperor of Constantinople, (Romanus Diogenes 
the husband of Eudociaf) with an army estimated at three hundred 
thousand hoise, and an equipment formidable in proportion Tins 
powerful aimament, which had advanced into Armenia, the SeJjiikian 
monarch, relying upon his favor who dispenses all good, is stated to 
have opposed, and defeated, with a force which did not exceed twelve 

thousand men. Cmsar, onb]sdiscomfiture,waspursuedbvGoiilicr.^y- 

ein, one of the generalsofhis triumphant adversary, and ultimately taken 

Sept. 1063. t Vide Gibboir’s Roman empire. Vol. Xlli, octavo edition. 
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pricnnrv hv n Mnumlnk, nr military ';l.ivo, by ^yllom lie* wa'i ‘lorurely 
coiuliirt( (1 to tiio camp of Mop Arvl.m On tins subn rt, it m (loscnbcd 
n r<'in irknblo cirruiiistanro, that at a muster ofliis troops, takon by 
onlor ot tho Sultan proiious to tin battlo, the person omiilovod in rc- 
Cistorini: the names of tln' soldiers hesitated to take down ih it of the 
si i\ e in <piestion. on aoi ount of his \ erv t« eblc and defertn c exterior ; 
until S ind-utl-d‘’in one of the Suit in's lieuten.ints ealh'd out to enrol 
him obs-rMiicr tint p'radienture the Homan emperor mi"ht be des- 
tined to hi'rome his c i]iti\ e : little susportiiiir that the e\ cut \\ Inch he 
tilts uneons( iousI\ jiredieied. uonld letuallv come to pasQ 

Be this how e\ er as it nn\ , w hen he w as eondneted b\ fiouher \y ein 
to the pn senee of his eoiupieror, the captne monarch is sud to have 
prostrated himsf If to the (nrih, to Inwoller'd ever\ apolo^v, ami m 
lunnbh termsto ha\*.’ mpdored forcrivenes<; for the ae^^ressions of winch 
lie h ul bei'ii yiiiltv Al'p \rslan is stati-d on tlu' other hand, to hn\ c 
i^enerousU obliterated the record of his oflences , tohn\ e di'inaiided one 
of Ins daughters in inarriatre for his son MtUk Arslan , and to ha\c 
frecK and hoiionibl\ p('rinut«'d him to return to hisown dominions. 

A reiolt set rai f(>ot b\ an insnrizeiit of the name ol .la77ua in the 
latter part of tho four hundred and fift\ se^enth of the Ilidierab, de- 
manded the presciue of Alep Arslan on the conrmes ofKhaiire/m ; 
which was perh.tps the true cause that dnerted linn fiom the prose- 
cution of Ins nd\anfatres atranist the Greek emperor lie proceeded 
how e\ er to at tack the rebel, w ho opposed him at the head of tliii tv thoiis- 
aiul horse, but w ho w as defeated with "real loss rind entirely expelled 
the pro\ ince. w Inch w as now conferred upon Arslan ‘^hah. another of the 
sons of the Sehuki in Tho victorious monarch proceeded, on Ins re- 
turn, to visit the shrine of Allv lluz 7 a thcciirhth lniaum,at Muslilied; 
and coiitmuimr his )oiirney to Raudegan, he there encamped on one 
of the salubrious and aitreeablc spots w ith w Inch that district abounds. 
At tins jilacc he summoned to Ins jiresence from all pai ts of the empire, 
the difierent governors and principal Ameirs, and wl en, in concurrence 
with Ins orders, anumcrous and respectable assemblv of Ins nobles had 
been thus formed, he c.itised Ins favorite son, hlCdek Shah, to seat him- 
self on a throne of gold erected lor the purpose , and there called upon 
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all'elasses of his'peopreto-'pledgfe their alkgiancferto thafaccowiplislied; 
prince', as the immfediate suc6'essor‘to his doiHinions. 

Proceeding to ther banks of the ©Xus',! towards the ciosb'ofhrs reign^j 
with the defrigp of reducing thb counthesito the BastwtJrd of thatnveFt 
Y6sSuf KotewaOl, the go\^ernor ofi the fdrtres^ of Berzem or Nerzebi 
which had r^certtLy submitted to- his- tVoops, was> introduced to jtlie 
presence of Alep Arslan , and as the replies which he received'to cer- 
tain interrogatories that he concei.ved it expedient to propose to the 
eaptiVe chief,, were' such as» ill became his‘ situation,- the monarch gar* 
orders that he should be phit to death; but the K'oteWaul,^ disengagnig 
himself from' his guards, suddenly drew a knife from hisiboot, and 
made directly for the Sultan’s person the attendants rushing at the 
same time te seize the assassin. In' this dilemma, Alep ArSlan called) 
upon them to forbear, and relying, upon his known and singular skill! 
in archery, fixed an arrow to his bow and dischaiged-it for the person! 
of his assailant. As providence would have it,, the royali slia'ft which 
had hitherto never eited', riow flew wide of its object, and'the infuriated 
chief being thus permitted to approach the person of the Sult-an, siiC- 
ceededin inflicting his moital-woundi; na}’; further, two thousand armed 
attendants who guarded theentfan'ce to theimperial pavilions, dispersed' 
in dismay' at the appearance of th'e murderer with the blood stained' 
knife in his hand, and- suffered' liim to pass without molestation ; ah 
though he was ultimately dispatched by a Fexraush,. or tent pitcher, 
who killed him with a'blow of his mallet’. 

This renowned and warlike monarch was bom on Friday'the sedond'. 
of Mohurnm of the four hundred and twenty first of the Plidjcrah 
had administered the government of Khorassaun with royal authority 
for two years, for his unclfe ToghrelBeg; and on the death-of tliatprmcd 
succeeded to the whole of his possessions from the Tigris tmthe Oxus, 
which- he governed with absolute sway and singular ability, for a* 
period of ten years. His death took place m the-fbur bundled and 
sixty fifth of the Hidjerahyi when he had attained to the age of forty 
four. It is moreover added, Hint by his dauntless intrepidity, in- 
flexible ;justice, and liberaii.ty of disposition, he acquiredi the universal! 

' * Ivinlh of Jftnualy, 1*030. fA.D. 1073. 
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njitl atlmirnllon of ninnknuL A formidable exterior derived 
iroiii uniiiro bo conlnvod lo roudor nioro‘itrikjn[: In aboard ofsingular 
prow lb and tbirkne^s, ami b\ w oaring n I i.ira of o^xtraordinary height, 
exhibit imz from the apo\ of liib coroiiot to the jinint of liis board, a mca- 
puroniont oflvo cii??', or somotliiiip loss tlinii four fool In short he 
is ropro‘'Oiitcd to lla^ c pn on to Ins head mid nock, as far ns possdile, the 
x<'sombl nice of tho roxal animal xvhoso name ho bore ; Vlep Arsl m 
jn tho 'fartar l.mpuapo sitrnifxiiig lliogrou/, as lCii 77 ul Arslan docst'ic 
j<f/lion Thooxtont ofhis power mid tho splendor of Ins oourt may 
bo further nltesti'd b\ the oirrnnistnnoo, that tw (dx o liiindrod kinps, 
prnico'' and tlu sons of princes, won* know non soino oroasions lostaiid 
hoforo his throne 

Suit in Miu .’?-nd-dc'in Ahul rntlali Mriric fiiiAii tho son of Alep 
Ar''lui. third inonaroh oftlu' race o! ^elp'ik. 

'1 hroneh tin du tales nf Ins father’s w ilk and tho oxcrtionsofNi/am- 
ul-niulk the 0( khraloil Vo/rnr, tins priiici', iiotw ithslandnip thopnor 
claims ol Ins old' r hroilior. boo niio I'stahlisliotl on the throne of Togii- 
rol Hop, andtlie pnlsrenro ap)xears lo liaxo lioon innnodi.itolv snuti- 
0110(1 !n the nitluintx o| ilio Klialif I'l Kaciin, \x ho iransnnllt'd to him 
the tilh’ ot I ulkml-nd-doiil ili, Ixosseim-(*-Aineir-nI-in()iimonoin — p/o- 
rij of ihi '.tali, a<;<;ncial,\ or perhaps, pnt hctputiug in the poiccr of the 
(.oninutiidct of the failJifid 

At the ooininom enioiii of Ins roipn he xxas howexor c(/mpcllod to 
X indicate his rights, x\ iilitheswoid ap mist Ins nncle Kaneidor Kadi fii 
or Kadnd, the son of 'I’choplier Ib'p, w ho hold tho pox ('rninoiit ofKer- 
inaun,and x\ ho now oponlv deelared ipainst hisantlioritv TlioSi'iltan 
pioceeded into liak A|cm with the aniiv of Khorassann, to opppose 
the insurgent, and in the iioighhoi hood oft bin je or K(‘rio, hronpht linn 
to a decisive haiilo ; xx liicli, almr a drcadlul coiifli 't ol tlnce davs and 
as 111 my nights, terminated in the defeat and captivilv ol Kauerd. 
Shoitlv aftci Ins aclneveincnt of tins import mt viclorv , the minister 
Ki/am-iil-midk xvas urged bv the principal olfieors ol the aimv, with 
nnportunilies for an advancement ol tlimr pav, accompainod with an 
intimation that it their demands xxeic notoomphod w ith, it might hax'c 
a londency not very rcunote, to cliangc the dostnix' ot the vanrpiislied 
rebel Kizam-ul-mitlk, lor the present, appeased then clamoins by a 
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promise tliat in the course 6f the night, their request should b6 cooi- 
municated 'to theSiiltan. When he became however ’acquainted with 
these insolent menaces, on the part of his' generals, M^lek Shah con- 
trived that very* night, by a dose of poTson, to remove his uncle out of 
the way of danger. Next day, when the mercenary chiefs renewed their 
clamours with the minister, he informed them, that In consequence 
of his uncle’s having made away with himself, by means of some poi- 
son concealed in the signet of his ring, the Shltan was'so deeply affected 
that he had not been able to find an opportunity of la^ung their de- 
mands before' him '• apiece of intelligence which so effectually silenced 
them, that they ceased to trouble him further with the slightest hint on 
the subject of their pa3^ 

( In the four bundled and sixty seventh"^ of the Hidjerah, Siiliman 
the son of Kuttulmesh, the son of Issraeil, of the race of Seljuk, and 
the founder of the Anatolian branch of this family, was employed by 
M61ek Shah in the reduction of Syria , whicli he succeeded in accomplish- 
ing to the city of Antioch. Aiid in the year four hundred and seventy 
onefbythe capture of Shliman Khaun the sovereign of that territory, 
the government of Transoxianh was united to the dominions of Mhlek 
Shah ; who conveyed his prisoner to Isfahaun, at this period apparently 
the metiopolis of the race of Seljuk. - ^ 

During this expedition itwas,that the hire ofthe boatmen, who plied 
on the Oxus, was discharged on the part of Nizam-ul-mulk by an order 

on the collections of Antioch , and, when the Sultan on the appeal of 

/ 

the people to his justice, against what appeared to them so gross an 
evasion of their demands, required from his minister an explanation 
of his conduct, the latter replied that his object was nothing fuither, 
than to make known to future generations, that his masters power ex- 
tended from the Oxus to the Orontes. The reply was flattering to the 
ambition of this illustrious monarch, and his minister contiived to sa- 
tisfy the demands of the watermen, by purchasing their notes for well- 
told gold. Before he quitted Tranoxian^, on the same occasion, M61ek 
Shah espoused the princess Tfirkan Kh^tfin, daughter ofTemghaujC 
Jiliaun, the son of Boghra Khaun, monarch of Kashgh^r ; by whom* 
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real's afterwards. Tiamcly, on tlic twenty fifth of RudjuLoftlie four A. H. 471-^5. 
hundred and sovent\ ninth ot the llidjorah,* he became utthc station A. D 1078 
ofSenjaur in Mesopotamia the father oi Sultan Sunjur. Khal.uissut 

Ijcdhy an ardent disposition to\ isitdifierentnationsandjilaces or abode, 
hlelck Shah is described,!)} the plurality of histoiians, to have twice 
survcNedthe whole of his \ast dominions, extending from Antioch to 
the nt} of Ouzkiind, near the sources of the Seyhun, or Jaxartes ; 
compn/.ing about twelve degrees of latitude, and thirty lour of long- 
itude. In the lour hundred and ciglity first ol the Ilidierah he per- 
formed the pilgrimage to Mekkah, marking the course ot his journey 
])y lariousacts of piety and beneficence, b} abolishing the impositions 
usual]} exacted on the pilgrims ; and b} constructing on the desert a 
\ariety of caiai aiiserais, with numerous w ells and cisterns, for the 
accommodation of the weary traveller 

"While he was cnQ:agcd in his last circuit to a distant part of his do- 
minions, It IS further stated, tli.it Ins country w’as menaced wnth ati 
iii\ asioii on the partol tliccmperorof Constantmo])le , who, ifthis cii cum- 
stance be true, must have been Alexius 1. the father of Anna Comnena 
tlic historian The Persian monarch hastened to oppose and chastise 
the atrurcssion , but while the two hostile .mines lay for some time 
encamped atno great ibstancc from each other, Melek Shah, proceeding 
one d.i} slight!} attended, to take the amusement of the chase, unex- 
pcctedh fell in w itb a p.itrol of the Greek emperor’s troops, and' became 
their prisoner. In this dangerous dilemma he could only charge his^ 
uttendants to beware of p.iying hrni the slightest maik ot lespect, on 
the contnrv to treat bun exactly like one of themselves. 

Ills master’s misadventure was speedily made known to Nizam-ul- 
mulk ; who proceeded, as rf nothing had happened, to place a guard 
at evening over the rinperial quarters, and to circulate the report that 
the Sultan w'as safe returned, after his usual rccrea.tion Next day Ire 
repaired, however, to the camp of th-eConstantmopolitan, as if he w^ere 
the bearer of an embassy from his court, and he was acroidingly soon 
admitted to an audience wuth the Greek emperor, who condescended 
. tasolicit an"accommodatioa of then differences, to wdiich the mini&teg 
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-A H. 471115 . without much difficulty assented. On tins, -ns ff everv' mateml 
A. D 1078 92 had been satisfactorily adjusted, Cmsar proceeded to itiforru theam- 
Sbbaun’ several Persians who had fallen into the bands of his 

ti oops , were at that moment prisoners m his camp , to which, affect- 
ing to treat the matter with entiie indifference, Nizara-ul-mhlk replied 
that it was a circumstance, of which, .when he left the presence of his 
sovereign, they were not aware, and most probably that these prisoners 
were people of no kind of note whatever. They were now ushered in 
bj" the , emperor’s directions, and gratuitously deli v'ered over to the 
ambassador ,* by-whom, while nnder'the observation of the Greeks, 
they were addressed m terms of asperity, and sharply reprimanded for 
^their incaution and neglect of discipline. When they were, howerer, 
at aconsiderable distance on their return, Nizam-ul mulk dismounted 
from his horse ; and kissing the stirrup ot his emancipated sovereign, 
with his face to the earth besought his forgiveness for any mark ofdis- 
. respect, wi til which, under the circiunstances of the moment, he had 
affected to treat him. The Sultan, after loading Ins faithful and ac- 
-complished Yezzeir ivith caresses, rej'oined his camp in -safety witlrtut 
further accident. 

Subsequent to this felicitous enlargement, hostilities were resumed 
-between M^lek Shah and the Greek emperor, who became in his turn 
theprisonerofhisillustriousadversary , and his eyes no sooner fell upon 
his conqueror, than he recognized and biiefly addressed him in these 
'Words . “ Ifthou art a king thou wilt freely forgive the past, ifa mer- 
chant, sell me; if a butcher, put me to death.” ‘'lam a king” replied 
the magnanimous MelekShah , and with that immediately setting him 
at large, he sent him home in safety to his own dominions. But a& he 
r-died shortly afterwards, the countiies which acknowledged tlieautho* 

-ntyof the Greek (the Anatolian peninsula most probablv) 
ds entitled to credit, were transferred by the Seljukian monarch to his 
'kinsman, Sfiliman the son of Kuttulmesh, thegovemorofSyria There 
-is at the same time a probability, that the whole of this transaction 
-may refer to what took place -at an earlier period, between Alep Arslan 
-and the emperor Romanas Diogenes, as described by 'Mr.' Gibbon. 

Towards the conclusion of the reign of M^ek Shah, some serious 
discussions having arisen betv,men the princess Turkan Khatiin, « i*’ 



riulmvorcd to ‘^ccuro the «;\icccssion for hor‘;nn Mahmud, and the min- 
i«:tor N>.mni-nl-imMk. \\ho \\a‘? cqutlly «?ircnuou‘; in behalf ofSftltan 
Ibinruinuniir, that ambitious female a\ ailed herself of the intcrccnihc 
M Inch she held with her husband, to calumniate and misrepresent the 
actions of bis \irtuous and faubful servant , arriistnc; him of having 
distnlnii< d the honnrsaiidemoliimenlsof iboempircbctw ceii bis iw cl\ c 
sous; and of hn\ int: thus ( flertmilly e\rhided the whole of the other 
nobiblv and members ol his eourt, from the ad\ antages to which they 
w(‘rerntitled under the iiifluenreol tlnur masters prandeur. These insin- 
natums irtfulK n'pealed, at 1 isi produced anentirechangein tlicdisposi- 
tionofthe SuUuu tow ards his Ver/eir , to w horn, w In n his jealousy luul' 
la en snnieienth awakened, hesent a ines<;.ige to re()Uirc, that if he ron- 
suleo'd himself in i fleet Ins eompititor lnr the mnnarchv, he slioiild 
w itliout further e\ asum di elare it. Hut il not, he desin.ul to know w hat 
were his \j(’ws in dispo'-ingoi tlie difb rent gov ernmeiils of the cmjiire 
amongliisow nehildo e, w ithoutv oiisuU.iigtheplea^ureofbissov ert ign ; 
or on w h it gromids he pri’sunu'd to exercise such arbitrary interference 
111 everv dcpartuK’ut o( the state ^ In the mean time it hchoved linn to 
uiuleistaud, that if Irom that moun ut he srniph'il to recede Irom liis 
nrrog.mt preti nsKiiis, the turban wouhl be strut k trom Ins be-ul,an(l bis 
iiiksiaml transferred loanother To tins Ni/am-ul-niulk resolutely rc- 
plud, tbailiy an irrtvocable destmv Ins tinbaii and inkstand, and the 
tliione .mil li.ira of his sovereign, vvi-rc iiisep ir.iiily iimted , and that 
the st.ibilitv ol those four llimgs reciproe.dlv depended one upon tlic 
other 'I’he messengers who conveyed the reply were Inrther prevailed; 
upon.hv the V imliciivctiucen, to .idd siieh othi'r aggravating circiim- 
St. met c. .'s produced the hist degree o( irritation lu the mind of the 
Sultan , b) whom tlicVi/zaunit was immediatelvtrauslcrred to Tauje- 
ul-mtilk Abul (Jlian‘i<'im the ICommite, the Diwauuor steward oF 
the hnusehokl ofTinkan Ixli.'itun, w itb mstrnctious to commence 
without delav a ngoious investigation into the conduct ofNizam-nl- 
miilk. Melek Shah liad in the mean tunc quitted Isfabaun on Ins 
w.n to Baghd.'id, and the discarded minister vv.vs already m motion to 
follow , when in the month of Uamzaun ol the four hundred and eighty 
filth oi the llidjorah,* that aged and princely Vezzeir vvd 5 mortally 

O October, ^ . D 1002. 

9z 2 


A. H. 4nn 
A D 1002 

Khnlaussut- 

ul-aklibaur. 



H. 405 
A D 1092 

Klioldiissut- 

ul-aJibbttur. 


wounded, by tlie knife of one of the detestoble fenatics in the servidc 
of Hussun S&bah, suborned to the act by Tauje-uI-muJk the new 
minister. Nizain-ul-mulk expired the cnsuingday, andis here affirmed' 
to have been the first who tell a victim to the atrocious system of pri- 
vate assassination established b}^ the chief of Almownt. His body a as 
taken back, and committed to the grave at Isfahaun ; and from some 
verses on his death bed addressed to his sovereign, in treating his pro- ■ 
tection for his clnldien, be represents himself to have attained to the' 
advanced age of ninety three. 

It IS furthei stated on the authority of the Rouzut-us-sufia, that 
when ele\en years ofage, this distinguished minister could recite fiom 
memory the whole of the Koran ; and that at a vei y early period of his 
life, he had attained to considerable eminence in the system of Imaum 
Shafei, the founder of the third sect. Fioin the numerous charitable 
and benevolent establishments, n Inch he founded and carried to a com- 
pletion, throughout the empire, particularly at Isfahaun, Baghdad, and 
Bassorah, it is not surprising that his memory should have been long 
held in veneration. One noble monument, the Kizamnnah college at 
Baghdad, stood for ages a memorial of his liberal regard for science, and 
became earl}^ celebrated in an eminent degree by the lectures there de- 
livered by the Iinaums Abu Ishack the Sliirauzite, and Ghazaiily, both 
renowned as the most distinguished doctors of tlie age in which they 

lived, , 

But iMthout further expatiating on the unbounded liberality, and 
magnificent spirit of this celebrated minister, we shall proceed to state 
that in this his last journey, MelekSbah arrived at Baghdad onthe 24 th - 
of Ramzaun , and that, while puisinng Ins fa^o^lte amusement of the 
chase, he was taken ill in the field, on the third oftliesucceedingmonth 
of SLavaul,^ and compelled to return to the metropolis of the Khalits, 
under great distress and depression of mind. At the expiration of 
eio-lUeen days only, from the death of Nizam-ul-mulk he, finally, ex- 
changed the trappings of earthly glory, for the silent mansions of 

the dead. ^ , 

Sultan ISlelek Shah thus expired, after a splendid and prosperous 

teign of twenty years, at the eaily age of thirty eight. In Ins persop 
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he*.s described to have been as handsome, ns he was in, disposition vir- 
tuous and engaging; During' the whole of Ins reign, which was distin- 
guished by his uniform love of justice (the noble argument of a mon- 
arch’s praise,) he studied, with unabated zeal and diligence, topiomote 
the prosperity, thccmbellishmcnt, tlic security of his dominions, which 
vns abundantly attested, by the numerous charitable establishments, 

f 

the plantations, gardens, and the fortresses, which covered and adorned 
everyproVince oftheempirc The learned of every class and profession 
he supported and 'encouraged in then pursuits, by enlarged and liberal 
salaries His love of the chace has been aheady adverted to', and it is 
but justice to add, that for every animal wdiicli bled by his own hand, 
he 'invariably gave^o the poor a dinaurot gold ; and the immensity of 
his equipments may be in some measure estimated froin the circum- 
stance that, w hether stationary or on the march, his person was never 
attended Iv^’^ less than fortvseven thousand cavalry To him, not only 
his immediate relatn es, but many \\ ho w crestrangers to his blood,'tvcie 
indebted for their advancement to the highest gradations of power 
and dignity. Among the former, it has aheady been seen, that he con- 
ferred the proA nice ofRum, or Anatolia, upon Suliman the son of Kut- 
tulmesh, the founder of the Anatolian Seljucides, Sultans of Iconium; 
as he didthatof Kermaun, on ShltanShah thesonof Kauerd, or Kadrfi; 
and part of Sjria he bestoived upon- his brother Tennesh. Among' 
thelatter, he gave thekingdom of Khaurezm toNoushtekein, oi Noush- 
teggin Gherjah, the founder of the Khaurezm-Shahies , Aleppo to Kel- 
leim-ud-doulah Auksunkur , Mossdle to Tchegger or Juggermesb ; 
Kussun Keyfaur to Artek , Mardein to Aukteminiir, and^Fatss to 
Rokken-ud-doulah Khomatirtekein And the possessions thus disti’ - 
buted, remained With these chiefs and their posterity for many gener- 
ations alterw^ards. According to Mr, Gibbon, he illustrated the sixth 
year ofhis reign by the adoption, into the Mahommedan chronology, 
of a new aera, called after him that of MHek Shah, which commenced, 
as stated by the same eloquent historian, on the authority of Dr Hyde, 
on the fifteenth of March, A. D. 1079 ; corresponding nearly with 
the eleventh of Ramzaun, of the four hundred and seventy first •f 
^he Hidjeiah. 
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SAltan Rokken-ud-dem AbAl mdzuffur BurguI'Aurug, K'esseim- 
e-Ameir-uLmoupienein, the son of> M^lek' Shah, fourth monarch-of 
the race of, Selj6kv , , ‘ 

At the period.of his father’s death this;prince was residing' at'Isfa-- 
h^un, and appears to have been considered, the Jegitimate successor to - 
the dpminions'of the houseof Selj&kt; but the’prince^sTurkanKhJitljn 
and her|Son,MahmAd, being immediately on the spot at Baghd^j she 
availed herself of the opportunity to solicit from the Khalif Mhkteddy, 
a paten tj for the succession , in favor of the sattie Mahmfld . The Khalifat 
first resistedherapplication* but beihg prevailed upon by her importuni- 
ties, and.by.thereceipt'ofavery large sum ofmoney, he ultimately con- 
ferred uponfMahmvld<the title of, royalty. On which* force wasdmme- 
diately, dispatched by the ambitiousjdowager for Isfahaun, m orderto 
secure the person of Burguidurhg. ^ ■ 

Thati prince, through the assistance of some ofthe domestfcs^of Ni- 
zam-ul-mhlk', was however enabled to- effect, his escape, and'to jom 
his governor, qr.Atabek, AmeirTukkushtekein., who conve 3 '^ed'lniTiin 
safetj^ to Rey, apd. there publicly seated him ontthe throne ofhis father. 
Shortly afterwards-, Tiirkan KhhtCm conducted: her son’ ifi to ‘Isfahaun, 
and 'vyith eqnal.solemnity proceeded'to encircle his brows vvith the di- 
adem of soveieign power: but Sultan Burguiaurdg approaching to 
attempt the metropolis of'hisifamily,'at the head of twenty thousand 
hoise, an. accommodation was brought toipass between him and liis 
stepmother, the'dowagei>queen, which, on the payment of five hun- 
dred) thousand dinaurs* from his father’s effects^ he eonsenied’to with- 
draw ffqm the siege of Isfahaun, and"^ retire to the northward. ■ 

Burguiaurhg was, how,ever,.fio sooner om his march for Hamadaun, 
on receipt of his money,, than the artful dowager ' prevailed upon 
Apieirilssm^eil, his maternal uncle, on. the promise of her hand, tocom- 
mepce hostilities againstlns'nephew-, with whom, in the month of'Ram- 
zaun.of theyear four, hundred) and eighty six^ he came accordingly 
to a>well contested^ and.obstinate battle. Issmlieil was however de- 
feated,, and taken prisouenbyv the troops of the Shltan, and immmedi- 
ately pufto deathi In the succeeding monthof ShavaurBurguiaurhg 
183,3331. 6s. 8d. at the lowest conaputaUon. i Octobei, A. D. 1093. 
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■vrn'; nc'\crUirli'cn compelled to quit thc'fiold by nnothcr'unclc, Amclr 
Tenm llu' von ol Ah'j) Arvlnn ; with^v liuni bonu tnvihlr to contend, 
ln‘ n<>\N n tHMied. uv it would appear tow-anh 'I'^fdiaun. rortunatcly 
nlx'ui tluv pi riotl tin* princ('<s Ti’irkaii Kliutun had ceased to exist ; and 
Suit in Malurud prociedimj toiiieil Htiiyuiatiruj^:, on his arrnnl in the 
in ijhlmrhood, tiu' two hre>lher> eiilerjul Islahaiin tot^ethcr in a \ery 
ainiraMe in iniiiT. Hut some ol th«* chiels attached to the interests of 
Sultan Mahimui, 111 order to evince tluir "oal, proceeded to arrest the 
.person of Hure-ui niruir, and wer< about to defirivc hhn of sight, 
v\ lu 11 M dun .d w IS siiiiil, nl\ att icketl In the sin dl pox, w Inch termin- 
ated liiv rxivti ne.* Hiir^ui uiriit: w as uumu dmiely reliev cd from coii- 
Ktraiut liie ennspirator> and o’stored to his aiithonty. 

'1 hns at leisure to attend to the aflair- ol his ^ov eminent, the Sultan 
proeei ded to attest his trralitude for the sitv ires of the father, hycon- 
fernu" the dignitv of tlie \'i7/aurut ujion Muevud-ut-inulk, the son 
ol Ni 7 un-ul-im’ilk Hut Faklier-ul mulk another son of the cele- 
brated \tr/<'ir’s, arrivin',: trnm Khorassann a few days afterwards, 
Hurzuiaiirug, for n isoiis whieh are not explained, canecllcd his rc- 
Ctiii appointment, and translorred it to the new-comer lie then liast* 
rnedwillihis nrm\ to hnn*,: to a decision his contest with Aineir 
’1‘cnncsh, whom, altera ( onsider.vblo struirele, he finallv defeated and 
killed Another unclestdl svirvived to dispute his autliority , \rslaa 
,Sliah the son ol \leji Arvlan, who lead declared against him in Klior- 
nss.uin ; and lu* was m.irching to that rpiarler, when the insurgent 
was suddenly ]uit to death, bv a voutli whom he attempted to force to 
his hludinous and dotestnhle propensities; an event which confirmed 
Hnrguiamuc: in possession ofKhorassaun, w ithout theha/ard ofacon- 
fliet Alter a short residenec in that province, he consigned the go- 
vernment to his brother Suniur, and returned into liak. 

M'hile file Sultan was absent in Khonissaiin on this occasion, Mu- 
cvud-ul-mulk, the discarded Vez/cir, had availed hinlself of the op- 
portunity, to infuse the spirit of revolt into another ot the imperial line, 
ol the name of Atriz, who had succeeded in assembling an army m 
Irak, andwasat this period marching tor Rey. BUtbn reaching Sit w ah 
on his w'av to that metropolis, this prince w'as aLo treacherously cut off, 
one ot the fanatics ot Almowut. Mfiieyud-ui-iutilk now directe4 
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bis course to the city of Keftjah, the residen'ce of Mabomihed the sou 
of M^;lek Shah , whom he next prevailed upon to engage in hostilities 
against his brother. In Shavaul of the year four hundred nnd ninety 
two,'^ the royal brothers were accordingly hastening to bring their dif- 
ferences to the decision of a battle ; when the generals or principal 
Ameirs of Burguiaurug’s court, offended. with the conduct of Mejid- 
ul-miilk the mustouffy, or controller or auditor of the exchequer, 
.because he had presumed^ to withhold their emoluments, sought to 
put that minister to death; and as he fled for protection to the presence, 
the exasperated chiefs pursued, and cut him to pieces before the eyes 
of their sovereign. Alarmed at this flagrant proof of audacity, and of 
defiance to his authority, the Sultan privately withdrew from the Ko- 
,hestaun of Irak, and fled to Rev ; which placed his brother Mahom- 
med without further obstacle on the throne of Iriik Ajem ; and the 
prime ministry, as might have been expected from the gratitude ofhis 
prince, was now lodged in the hands of Mueyud-ul-mulk. 

Having contrived, however, to assemble a fresh army, Sultan Bur- 
guiaurug proceeded again, in the month of Rudjub,^ of the four hund- 
red and Dineti'-third of the Hidjerah, to give battle to Mahommed; 

* 

was entirely defeated, and this time compelled to seek an asylum m 
Khuzistaun. In that province, being however joined by Ameir Ay- 
auz, one of the slaves of IMelek Shah, he was enabled, m the latter 
Jummaudy of the year four hundred and ninety-four, j* a third time 
to offer battle to his brother ; and m this he proved finally'' successful ; 
fortune with the victory putting into his hands the obnoxious Vezzeir, 
hlueyud-ul-mulk. During the period ofhis captivity, this minister 
is stated- to have exerted himself with such address to justify his con- 
duct, and to disarm the resentment of the Sultan, that the latter, from 
an excess of lenity, was at last prevailed upon to encourage him with 
the expectation of being restored to his appointments: but nhen 
things were at this crisis, while the Sultan was reposing himself, one 
day at noon from the heat of the weather, he happened to overhear 
a conversation between his cupbearer and another attendant , in which 
the former presumed te observe that this same race of Seljuk appeared 
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to liim to po'^&rx^s iioitlicr true mngnnnimity, nor sense of injiirv, since A IT. 404-98, 
the Sultan. nnUMthsianiling his iniiltiplicd ticasons, could yet conceive A D 1101 -4. 
the thou-^ht of airain creatine: Aluoviul-iil-tnhlk the first minister of 
hi< novornmont. Kot a little irritated bv t1ic remark, Burguiaurug “ 
hastily Issued from his tent, ^\ ilh his sword drawm, and having directed 
the iinfoitunatc A'czzcir to be brought before him, immediately struck 
olTlns head ; desinnc: the cupbearer to keep in mind, that on some 
occa'=ions. the race of Seljuk could piovc themselves not entirely defi- 


cient in ‘spirit. 

Subsequent to this period, ivlicn tw'o ‘Jiicccssive conflicts had fur- 
ther taken place between tlic Sultans Burguiaurug and Mahommed, 
a treats oi iicace was at last concluded between the ri\al brothers, by 
which it was finallv agreed, that S\ria, Dianrbekir, Azerbayjaun, 

Mughaun, Armenia, and Geoigia, should be compiized within the 
donunious of Siiltaii Mahommed , and that the remainder of thepatri- 
inoin of the houseof Seliuk, consisting, probablv, of eastern and w'es- 
tern Irak, Fatss and Ktioiassaun, w'itli the whole of the territory 
l)e\ond the Oxus, 'should contiiuie under the authority of Buigui- 
aurug. The dissensions between the family appear to have thus liap- 
pih terminated until the death of Burguiaurug , which took place in 
the four hundied and ninotv-eighth of the Ilidjerah,* the twenty-filth 
rear of his age, and the thirteenth of his reign. 

Sultan Ghe> auth-ud-dein Abu Shujia Mahommed, son of Melek 
Shah, Kesseim-e-Ameir-ul-moumenein, filth monarch ot the lace of 
Seljuk 

Immediately on the death of his brother, Sviltan Tllahommed laid 
claim to the entire po&sessions of the house ol Seljhk , although Me- 
lek Shah the son ot Burguiaui&g, had been early seated on the throne 
ot Ins father, by the two slaves Ayauz and Sedkah, w^ho prepared, Sdltan Ma- 

sw'ord in hand, tosupportthe rights ofthe young prince. But Avhen 
. , ' ’ , die ruce of 

the armies were about to engage, a cloud, in tlie shape of a dragon Seljuk. 

vomiting 'flames, appearing above the heads of th6 tro6ps of Ayauz 

and Sedkah, thev W'ete so appalled by the phenomenon, that they 

instantly sued tor pardon, and declared in favor ot Siiltan Mahommed, 
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The young prince, and his ,two advisers, now fell into the hands of the 
SAltan, by whom they were>sent, the former to a prison, the latter to 
the grave. , 

Silltan Mahommed, in the former, Jummaudy 6f the year four hun« 
dred and nineiy-eight,* appeared at Baghdad , where, though the au- 
thority of his nephew had been readily proclaimed byMustezhir B’lllah* 
he, however, treated that K'halif with distinguished respect and honor. 
On this occasion, it is stated that \<^hile the Sultan continued at 
Baghdad, Ahmed the son of Abdulmelek Attaush, a confirmed ad- 
vocate of the Bowautinists, or Ism^eilians, who had long preached 
his schismatical doctrines to thegarrison of Dezhkoh, a fortress in the 
neighborhood of Isfahaun erected by Siiltan M^lek Shah, availed 
himself of the opportunit}'’ to make himself master of that stronghold^ 
and to declare himself in a state of disobedience. On information of 
this contumacious act of 'rebellion m the very heart of his dominions',, 
Silltan Mahommed returned without delay towards his capital,, and 
immediately laid siege to the fortress ofDezhkbh. AVhentheiesources 
of the gariison became nearly exhausted, Ahmed Attaush conveyed 
a message to Saud-ul-mCilk the Oujian, who held the office of Vez- 
2 ^ir to 'the Siiltan, and who had privately embraced the doctrines of 
tlie Schismatics, to appnze him that the subsistance of his followers 
being reduced almost to nothing, he should, in the course of two or 
thiee daj'^s, be constrained to capitulate with his adversaries. The 
perfidious Vezzeir to this verbally replied, that it behoved him to' 
exert his patience for a week longer, until he could find the means of 
Temov'ing this dog, , alluding to his sovereign, out of the way. The 
Sultan, from a constitutional heat of temperament, had been in the 
habit of bleeding regularly once a month, and the period at which he* 
usually underwent the operation now drew near. Saud-ul-mulk then 
seized the opportunity, and with a bribe of one thousand dinaurs, pre- 
vailed upon the surgeon to bleed his master with a poisoned lancet. 
The chamberlain of Saud-ul-mulk becoming, .however, by some 
means or other, acquainted ivith the design, fortunately disclosed it to 
his. wile ; and the lady, as will sometimes happen, made the secret^ 
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mc-^l declared his son ^lahmiid successoi to the throne of-Tpghrel Begi 
and shortly attcruards closed his earthly career at the age ot thiity 
bcvcn, ha\ mg reigned for about thirteen years subsequent to the de- 
mise of his brother. He bears with historians the character ofa pious 
and temperate prince, distinguished for his inviolable adherence to Ins 
engagements, for his rigid and inflexible regard to truth, and for the 
just and equitable principles on which he governed his people. 

Sultan iMuezz-'id-dein Suxjur, entitled Burhaun'^-e-Ameii-ul-mou- 
mcnein, the son of ISlelek Shah, sixth monarch of tlm race ofSeljuk. 

This able prince had already administeied the government of Khor- 
assaun for a period of tnenty years, during the successive reigns of Ins 
brothers, Bur^uiaurus: and Mahommed ; and assumins: the sovereitm 
authority on the death of the latter, he proceeded into Irak to vindi- 
cate his claims against ins nephew jMahmud, vho had collected an 
army to oppose him. The younger prince being however defeated, 
\Mthdrew to^^ards Sawah , but submitting to Ins destiny, and repair- 
ing respectfully to the presence of his uncle, he met nith a liberal re- 
ception , and ^^as invested \Mth the government of Persian Irak, with 
no other apparent stipulation, than that the name of Sultan Sunjur 
should ha\e precedence m the public prayers 

During the five hundred and twenty-fourthj* of the Hidjerah, Sul- 
tan Suniur \\as employed m Transoxiana, to suppress the rebellion of 
Ahmed the son of Siiliman, governor of Samarkand The insurgent 
su'^tamed a siege of some duration within the nails of that city , but 
uhiinatele submitting to the SCdtan, the government n as transferred 
to asla\e of thatmonarcli’s. It uas, lioncvei, restored to Ahmed ben 
Sulmian, attc'i he had continued lor some time m disi^racc. 

In the }car fine liimdied and thirt\ ij; the Sel|ukian nas involved in 
hobiilities mill Bcliram Shah king ol Gheznem, n ho uas indebted to 
him foi his crow 11 , and uho}ct thought fit about this period to uith- 
hold the tribute, u Inch he had \oluntaril\ incurred b\ an obligation so 
^'"'tmial. Sultan Simjur proceeding hou e\ cr ton ards Gheznem, at 
tin head of his troojis, m itter'.uerc ultimate!) accommodated, Behram 
Shall subimttmir to make good his f ngageinents lor the future. Piic- 

• A dti-oi'ilniUvn, or [vrii ip ' t rav, of tlic po«cr of tlic cfjmmanclcr of tlit fjJtbfiil, 
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jj-ear'; aflcrwavcl'?,^ (in .-53 'O 0»o prc‘>oncc of ‘Multan J^uniur ua<i a^am A. TI. r>*>A 

ro(iuuc(l in Trnn'^oM.uni. Itv trosli indu .itions ol liosdliiy on the part n ki la. 

oftlic coicrnorol Samarkand, nl lliiMimo lancrmslun- nndoi a n'ccnl 

stroke ot the paKy. Atter a Mcac of si\ monllm, i)ein" reduced to 

e\lrcmU>, he once more delivered up the city to the Sultan , in ulio^c 

presence he is desciihcd to have appeared uilh his month distorted, 

and the sain a streaming down the corners lie was now finally 

remo\ed, though the pio\ nice was bestowed upon his son Nns^er 

Khaun. They weie probably an inlerior branch of the Seljhkian 

family . 

About the same period, misled by the counsels of some ofhisnobi- 


litv, Siiltun Sniiiur imjiriidenth entered into a w.ir with (»nr Ivliaiin, 
the monarch ot Kara Ivhatav, or eentr.d Tarlart , who hastened to 
oppose him with all the force ot his dominions Bs a sudden and 
unaccountahle deti'clioii, or derelirtion of dut\, on the part of the 
same nobles, the Sultan was lott to precipitate liimselfon tlie ranks 
of Ins ad\ orsarics,w'itli noniorc than throe hundred follow ers, and w ith 
fittccn ol that numhei onh, who surtivcd the attempt, he succeeded 
ni making good his relieat to the fortress of Termed, until joined hy 
othersw ho had escaped from lliefieldofhattlc '1 uikan Khaliin,hisron“ 
sort, w nil rante-ud-dcin-.Vhul Fu77nl govcrnorofSeicstann, remained 
howe\cr, in the hands of the infidels, although they weic some tune 
afterwards released, and conducted into Khorassann. 

The eflects ot this deteat produced m the destin\ of Sultan Suu)ur, 
the most unta^orable reverse , as it diminished to a senons extent that 
. aw'e with which the world had hitherto been accustomed to contem- 
plate his pow cr Feieid-ud-dcin-Kateb addressed the following lines 
to console him under Ins misfortune. 

Long lias the agitated world been composed, illustrious prince, by 
the motion of thy spear ; 

. For forty years has thy sword procured vengeance on thine enemies , 
Should some slight reverse befal thee, be it ascribed wdierc due, to 
the mutability of fortune , 


For the BEING who reigns in eternity, is alone HE that is exempt 
4rom change. 
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acncc; until, unrorlunatcly, one of the ngent^ of the Khaunsal.iur, or A Tf ^f>48. 
purveyor of the kitchcn«?, omploycd to demand the UMial supply, con- 
trary to the practice ol lus picdccessors, lu selecting the annuals pro- 
cccdcd to ca\il and dispute w ith the Turkmans , who, neither disposed 
to endure nor submit to his insolence, without ceremonv put him to 
death, and immediately displayed the standiird ol insurrection. Not 
daring to apprize his sovereign of what hud passed, the Kiiaiinsalaiir 
continued for some time to sn pplv the Siillan s table at Ins ow n cxjiencc , 
but AmcirlvomaU|c, the governor of IkMkh, hap|)ening to visit Mcru, 
at this period the rcsuleuce of the court, the Khauiisaliiur disclosed 
to him the nature of the dilemma to which he had been n duet'd, l>y 
the nnscoiiduct and rapacity ot hisnireiit. On tins, lCouiaii]e eiiihraeed 
the fii'st opportunity of mtroduenig, to the Sultan, the subji'Ct of the 
increasing strength and rclractors s]init of the Glni?7iaus, and con- 
trived to obtain for himself a patent for the cnntronl oi that obno\i- 
ous tribe "When he returned to llalkii, lie actordiiiglv dispatched to 
demand from the Gliuzzians their arrears ofsupplv, a person whom 
they immediately c\])cllcd, with cveiy mark ot contempt and insult; 
proclaiming that they were the sulijeetsol the Sultan alone, and that 
thov'acknovi Icdgcd no other superior Aincir Komauje accomjiamed 
b) bis son Jilcl{;k-ul-Slmrk, now proceeded to the neighborhood of 
the Gluizzian settlements, equal!} prepared lor hunting and for battle; 
notw ithstanding which, he was attacked and killed by the msuigcnts. 

On intelligence of this act ol hosiilily, Siillnn Sunjur in concur- 
rence with the advice of his courtiers, hastened in person, to reduce the 
rebels to their duty, wdiilc on their part, tlic Gliuz/ians, on lus 
approach, dispatched to the camp ot the Sultan to ajiologizc for their 
conduct, and to solicit his forgiveness ; ofl’ering m atonement lor their 
offence, and for the blood of Amcir Koinuuje, to pay a fine ol one 
hundred thousand dmaurs, accompanied by one hundred Khatayaii 
Slavics The Sfiltan seemed disposed to accede to these terms, and to 
return to Iileiu , but his Amcirs objected, that if the Ghuzzians were 
suffered to elude the chastizement thej' deserved, his empire would 
be exposed to penis and distractions, beyond his ability to obviate or 
appease It w'as therefore determined to proceed m tlie design against 
the Ghuzzians ; but when the rojal army drew near to the stations of 
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A H. 548 - 61 . the insurgents, an attempt was again made on thepart of the Matter to 

A. D 115J-56. awaken the compassion ,of the Silltan by the, most humb]e mtreaties,^ 
and by an offer to add to ithe amount of the former fine,' one munn, or a 
quarter of a hundred weight of gold, .from eveiy household belonging 
to the tribe, if he would, engage to pardon their disobedience. The 
monarch appeared still disposed to the side, of mercy but as Ins power 
was now rapidly tending to its 'close, the counsels of two ofhis Ameirs, 
(in whose judgment he principally relied, prevailed with him to force' 
the rebels to a battle. The Gliuzzians, thus driven to despair, pro-' 
needed, like men devoted to destruction, to combat in self-defence; 
and the greater part of, the Sfiltan’s. generals, from a misunderstanding 
with his two advisers, discharging their duty with. criminal negligence 
in theconflictwhich ensued, theinsurgentswerccompletely triumphant, 
and the Sultan became their prisoner. Although they continued to 
treat then royal captive, foi some time with every outward appearance 
of respect, the Ghuzzians availed, themselves of then victory toattend’ 
him to Meru, at that period a city of great extent and opulence , which 
they devoted for three days and as many nights, to plunder and outrage. 
After which, not yet satisfied with their booty, they proceeded to 
torture the inhabitants, in order to discover such property as had* 
escaped the general pillage , and undei these circumstances, gieat 
numbers of the most distinguished and respectable believers perished, 
from the cruelties inflicted upon them by this feiocious and exasper- 
ated horde. ' . . i 

The same enormities were extended by the Ghuzzians through the' 
gi eater part of Khorassaun , theunfortunateSunjur,whom they hadulti- > 
mately confined to an iron cage, being condemned to the mockery of a 
daily exhibition on his throne, fora period of almost four years , during 
which the country was compelled to submit to every species of op- 
piession and outrage. All this time the Sfiltan was deterred from any ^ 
plan of escape by the , consideration that his consort, the princess 
Tvlrkan Khatfin, was also m the hands of his oppressors; but in the 
five hundred and fifty-first of the Hidjerah,* which produced the 
death oi that princess, he no longer delayed to, deliberate on the means 
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^fhis deliveratice. Thecarp ofhis person had been entrusted to Ameir 
Eleiaus, one of the Ghuzzian chiefs’, and this man he now prevailed 
upon to conduct him, on the pretence of hunting, to the banks of the 
JeYhun ; where Ameir Ahmed Komauje the governor of Termed, 
with whom the plan had been preconcerted, and who had provided 
boats for the occasion, suddenly made his appearance; and succeeded 
in carrying oflfthe person of his sovereign, and in conveying him in 
feafety to the castle of Termed. After continuing in that fortress, as 
long as it was necessary to collect a sufficient body of his adherents^ 
Sultan Sunjur proceeded to revisit his capital of MerCi ; but observing, 
on his approach, the desolation which pervaded the country, and the 
deplorable distress of its inhabitants, the spectacle became too painful 
for his feelings ; and the aged monarch, now'- in his seventy third year, 
sunk under the burden of lus afflictions, on the twenty fifth of the for- 
mer Rebbeia of the five hundred and fifty second of the Hidjerah ,*after 
xeigning paramount sovereign of the Persian empire for one and forty 
years. 

Sultan Sunjur has been equally praised for his piety, and modest}' of 
disposition, and for Ins benevolence and the love of his people ; for 
his respect for, and his encouragement of learning, and learned men, 
and for Ins zeal and exertions to promote the advancement of Ins rehi 
gion • and if he failed in extending the dominions of Ins family by for- 
eign conquest, and became otherwise unfortunate m the conclusion of 
his reign, it has by no one been ascribed to any deficiency in talents 
either for war or government ; in both of which he is universally ac- 
knowledged to have excelled. The grandeur of the house of Seljuk m 
its extended sense, at the same time, appears to have terminated with 
tins prince. His sister’s son, Malimudi the son of Mahommed 
Khaun, paternally descended fi-om Boghra Khaun of Turkestaun, us 
stated, on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa, to have succeeded to 
the sovereignty of Khorassaun, on the death of Sultan Sun]ur ;-but one 
of his ministers revolting against his authority, in the sixth year of his^ 
government, (A, H 5.-58 ) Alahmfid was taken pnsoner and depnved ojf 
sight • after which, part of fthe territory of that noble province, was 
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appropriated by tbe kings of Khaurezm, while the remafnder continued 
subject to the predatoiy and irregular government of the Ghuzzi. 
The histoiy must nowiecede to take a survey of the transaction<5, m 
iVhich the -collateral branches of this celebrated race were more im-i 
mediately concerned. 

- Sultan Mogheyth-ud-dein Mahmud', the son of Arahommedson of 
Alelek Shah, entitled Yemem-Ameir-ul-rnoumenein. 

It was formerly noticed that this prince, nominated by his father to 
succeed to the entire dominions of the house of Seljuk, was ultimately 
compelled to confine his pretensions to the' two proyinces of Persian 
and Arabian Ii^k ; in the goyernment of which he was confirmed by 
his uncle Shltan Sun)ur. He held his autj'onty for a period of four- 
teen 3 ''ears , and is described as a yirtuous pi ince, elegant in his person, 
and of great mildness of disposition. He was howevergreatlyaddicted 
to women, and devoted much of his time and attention, to his dogs,' 
and to the amusements of the chase These amusements weie, at the 
same time, not suffered to detach him either from the controul of his 
finances, the supeiintendance of his daily expenditure, or the punctual 
subsistance of his troops He died at Hamadaun, which was become 
tha metropolis of this branch of the family, in the month of Shavaul 
of the five hundred and twenty fifth of the Hidjerah,* at the age of 
^evenand twenty. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel, tbe son of Alahommed son of 
-Alelek Shah, in conformity with the instructions of his uncle, suc- 
ceeded, on the death of hisbrother Alahmhd to the government of Irak, 
both Persian and Arabian. He was however, during the whole of his 
. government, engaged in perpetual hostilities, with various success, 
against Ins surviving brother Sultan Alussaoud , after sustaining a Con- 
tes' with whom for a period of three years, he quitted this stage ofex- 
istence, in Alohurrim of the five hundred and twenty ninth of the 
Hidjerah leaving a cbaiacter distinguished for strict and impartial 
justice, for scrupulous abstention from all that was repugnant to the 
laws of Ins religion, and for singular valour, modesty, and humanity. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein AIussAOUD,'the son of Mahommed son 
of Alelek Shah. 
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Tlie Sultan now tr.nislerrctMiis confidence to the Ataheks Kvlde- 
ke 7 ,aud vlaudelv , on the fornici ol whom, with the govetnment of 
Tebreizaiid Azeibavjauu, he bestowed ihe widow’ ot Ins biothei Sul- 
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tan Tdghrel, dfwliich 'marrirtgc thcAmciV^ Kn^zul Ai'sian,an'cl Mariom-' 
med, 'i\ere tlie’isijuc. Atabck Jand("ly dti the subsequent d(Jath'of 
Seljllk Shall, was sc’htto preside o\ertIie province 6r FnVss 

Dbring his second visit to Baghdi\d, about the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the Ilidier.ah, Abbas the go\-'ernor of Ilc}', undertook 
to transfer the throne of tlic absent monarQh, to his brother Sulimah 
Shah ; and, uniting with Ahdnrraihina'n and I3n/aubah, tw6 chiefs 
w'ho entertained similar designs in favor of Melck Shah and Mahom- 
'med', the sons of IMaliiniid, openly declared against vSultan Miissaoud, 
and took possession of Isfahaiin. A pprizcd of this dangerous coinbm- 
ation against Ins authority, the Sultan, in tlie very middle of niuter, 
'hastened towards Isfahaun ; but being intercepted on his arrival at 
H'ulwaun, by a tremendous fall of snow, aiid other seventies of the 
season, he wasfoi tlic present constrained to postpone liis vengeance, 
and return to Baghdad. On the return Of more genial weather in the 
ensuing spring, however, the Sultan proceeded toivards Ins 'Olyect by 
‘the route of Tebreiz, at the head ot a po\\c'rful army ; Suhman Shall, 
Vith his general Abbas, and the princes Alahoinmed and Melbk Shah, 
awaiting his approach, at a station in the neighliorhnod of Maniadaun. 
Happily for Sultan Mdssaoud, the very night preceding the day iiich 
hhd^been appointed for battle, Suliman Shah unaccountably n ithdr^W 
towards R'ey, followed by Abbas; and Abdurrailiman, and lJuzaubah 
' equally surprized and alarmed, made the best ot their Way 'tOwaids 
I'sfahaun, with Melek Shah and hlahommed • whilc'SilItan JMussaoud 
thus fortunately relieved from his embarrassments, hastened towards 
Rey on the footsteps of his bi other. Shortly afterwards Suhman 
ventured to an inteh'iew with Ins brother, and, it being thonglit unad- 
visable by the Sultah’scabinetthat'he sh'oiild remainany longer at large, 
he was, as might have been foreseen, linmediately consigned to impii- 
sonmeut. Abbas; Abdurrailiman, and Buzaubah, in the course of 
time, also solicited and obtained the Sl^ltfin’s pardon, and hastening 
' in succession to his presence, were treated with kindness and distinc- 
tion. But, as their breasts continued to be allininted with a spirit'of 
hostility towards theSultan’sgovernmentjaconsideiabl^'p'eriod was not 
suflfered to elapse before it was sufficiejltly demonstrated in theingra- 
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iunfrequentpd roads into thesame province of iChiazista.un, be there.con- 
tinued to reside until the death of his brother, in the five hundred and 
fifty fifth of the Ilidjeiah , when he advanced towaids Isfahaun, with 
the object of p fitting himself once more in possession of the throne of 
Ii&k but he was anested in his design liy the hand of death. This 
voluptuary held his government for little more than three months, and 
had only attained to his thirty second year when he died 
, Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein J\1 AHOMMEDdhe son ofMahmud,ofPIa- 
madaun and, Irak Ajem, &c. . 

Sultan Mahommed, in consequence of the invitation of the Amcirs> 
above adverted to, in thebeginniiigof Mohuriim ofthej'eerfive biuicired 
and forty eight, repaired^, to ilauiadaun, and iinmedidtely assumed the 
diadem of Irak. Befoie the expiration of the month conceiving, how- 
ever, some suspicion-of the views of Aineir .Khausscik, he caused that 
chieftain t<? be put, to death, and appiopriatcd to hini'^elf the whole of 
his treasure and effects. As a proofof the magnitude of these articles, 
It is stated on tlie authority ot the 7'arikh guzcidah, that theie w'eie 
found in the reposi tones and warilrqbe of thqsam'’ Khauss' ik, not ’ess 
than thirteen thous<pd pieces of ciiinson satin, bj' wdiich u'o aie taught 
to estimate the remainder of his property. 

When the fate of this,peisonagp wnis made known to Atabek Eylde- 
kez, and to Nussrut-ud-dein Khausseik, the son of Auk Sunkui, the 
goveinor of Meraughah, they immediately depl.ired against Sultan Ma- 
hommed , and proclaiming his uncle Sfiliman the son of Mahommed, 
the son of M^lek ShalKthe great, proceeded with a powerful aimy to- 
wards Hamadaun. Conscious of the disparity of his troops, and of 
the more alarming disaffection of his Ameus,, Mahommed suddenly 
abandoned his powei, with all, its appendages of wealth and splendor, 
and fled towards Isfahaun , while Suhman Shah, on the other hand, 
took possessipn of his capital without resistance, and seated himself in 
triuniph , on the abdicated throne , Under these circjimstances it was 
suoffested to the new sovereign, that it would be advisableto confer the 
offices of Vezzeir, and Ilaujeb, or minister of state and grand cham- 
berlain, on Muzuffur-ud dein Alep Eighfi, and Shiims-ud-dem Abiil 
Nejeib, to the prejudice of the Ameirs,Khaui,ezm Sliah, and Fakhei- 
ud-dem Kaushy , who hafl hitherto enjoyed, the one the post of Hau- 
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general concurrence of the Ameirs of the province, ascended the,thro6e 
of Irak^ In order to gratify the wishes of Atabek Eyldekez, he had 
consented to nominate the step-son of that chieftain, Melek Arslan, 
as his successor in the royal authority ; but, through the suggestions 
of Ezz-ud-dein Keymaur, and Nausser-ud-dem Auksunkur, forming 
some design against the person of U1 Moufifek, (probably Wustanjer 
or Mustunjid, for that "was thenameofthereigningKhalif)theintention 
became known to that Khalif, w'ho dispatched a message to inform, 
the Atabek that it was expedient to establish Alelek Arslan in the so- 
vereign authority, without further delay'. Atabek Eyldekez was 
wrought upon, without much difficulty', to coincide in this measure, 
and proceeded to conduct his ward fromTebreiz, immediately towards 
Hamadaun. Suliman Shah, devoted to wine and women, gave him- 
self in the mean time but little concern about the arrangements of his 
gpvernment; and’the greater part of the nobles urthdrawing from his 
court in consequence, a conspiracy was formed to seize his person r 
which w'as carried into execution, as soon as AI61ek Arslan and the Ata- 
bek, were arrived m theviciuity ofHamadaun, towardsthe conclusion 
of Ramzaun of this year,^ The deposed Sultan was confined to the castle 
or citadel of the metropolis, aftei a short reign of six months and a 
few days ; and he died in his prison shortly aftern’ards at the age of 
forty five.. ~ 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dem Arslax the son of Toghrel, in Hamadaun, 
IrakAjem, &c. 

'Immediately on hisarri\'al at Hamadaun, this prince was confirmed 
in the sovereign authority by the concuirent voice of his several 
Ameirs and he gave to the world, accordmgto onr author, both by' the 
splendor of his power, anfi the Justice of his government, a course of 
prosperity to which for some time it had been a stranger. He was 
however summoned at the commencement of his reign to oppose the 
rebellion of Ezz-ud-dein Keymaur the governor of Isfahaun, and 
Hussaum-ud-dem Eynaunje, or Eymauntch, governor of Rey , Avlie 
had proclaimed Mahommed the son of Seljuk Shah, and wereadvanc- 
iDg tow ards Hamadaun. In the neighborhood of ICazvem (CasbiD^ 

** End of September, 1160 . 
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-thev ^vere met, and entirely clefWtell by S61tan Arslan. M61ck jSIabom- 
ine'd flying towaids Klmzistaun, and Keyniaiir and liynaunjc towards 
Rey and Mazanderaun About the same period the province of 
Azcrbavjaiin nas menaced nith an iniasion from the prince of En- 
lauz, a confirmed and profligate infidel,* which the Sultan hastened 
without delay to repel. In a dreadful battle wdiich took place not 
,far from the fortress of Kauk, the advocates of Islam ivere deci- 
-sivelv triumphant after u Inch Sultan Arslan repaired to Kazvein, 
and hai inir made himself master, sword in hand, of a fortress elected m 
the neighborhood of that place by the Issinauihans of Almowut, he 
levelled it u ith the ground. 

Touardstliecontlusioii offivehnndred and fiftvnine.’j'Sultan Arslan 
proceeded towards Isfahaun , wdicre being ^loined by Atabek Zungui 
the Selghiian, he conferred upon tliat chief the government of Slieiraiiz 
and Farss Evnaunje was foimerly stated to have fled into Mazan- 
deraun He lepaired finallv to the court of the king of Ivliaurezni ; 
and having procured the assistance of that nionarcli, he returned in tlie 
fi\e hundred and sixl\ first of the Huberah, into Persian Irak, wheie 
he commiltod£rreat enormities paitictilarh in theterritoiiesad)oininirto 
Eazrein and Ebher * but Sultan Aislan, accompanied by the Atabek 
E\ Idokez.hastenmg to chastise the inroad, Evnaunje again retned into 
ISlazanderaun In the five hundred and sixty third;]; oi the ilidjerah, 
however, he once more entered the province of Rev , and succeeded in 
defeating Nussrut-ud-dein Mahommed the son of Eyldekez, the Sul- 
tan’s halfbiother, employed against liim on this occasion Atabek 
E'.ldekez was then dispatched in person to repel the invader , with 
W'liom hefound it expedient, nevertheless, to conclude atreaty of peace, 
bv w Inch It was stipulated, that Eynaunje should accompanv the Ata- 
bek to the presence of Sultan Arslan It W'as how ever so contrived, that 
the very night preceding the intended interview^ Eynaunje should 
have been put to death in his ow n encampment, w hile no one was ever 
disrorered, to whom the fact could be ascribed; The Sultan on in- 
telligence ot w hat had happened, conferred the government of Key, 

" W c have not been able to ulentilj the counfn, of ibis prince. 

•f Hud of A. D not JA D.1JG8. 

3 C 


A. H OYi-63. 
\ D iinn-bC. 

Klidliiusbut" 

ul-aklibaur. 


TOL. ir. 





378 


563-71 
11G6 75. 

Kbolaussut- 

^il-akbbaui. 


SCLTAN" To 

OHUEL, lid. 


apon his maternal half brother 'Mahommed th^ son of Evidekez, en- 
titled — the peerless knight of the world ; who soon 

afterwards married one of the daughters of Eynaunje, by whom he 
became the father of Kutlugh Eynaunje, destined to be the principal 
instrument in the subversion of the power ofthe race of Selj'uk m Irak. 

In the five hundred and sixty eighth^ of the Hidjerah, died the mo- 
ther of Sfiltan Arslan, who had been long married to Atabek Eyldekez-; 
'a female than whom, according to our author, from the united testi- 
mony of every historian of the age in which she lived, whether in piety, 
sincere devotion, modesty, or zeal m promoting the happiness of her 
people, none more distinguished was ever nursed in the cradle of the 
illustriousgreat. Her husband followed to the grave at the expiration 
of one month , and Siiltan .Arslan now added the dignities vacated by 
his death, to the honors and appointments already enjoved by his son 
Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed. The Sultan was, hoA\ ever, so deeply 
affected by the loss of his mother, and stepfather, that he does not ap- 
'pear at uny time to have thoroughly recovered from the shock He 
died m the latter Jummaudy of the five hundred and seventy first ofthe 
Hidjerah, j* at the age of forty three, and aftei a splendid reign of fifteen 
years eight months and some days. He is described to have been a 
monarch of singular clemency, forbearance, and liberality ; but posses- 
Jsins, too elevated amind to examine with sufficientminutenessinto the 
management of his finances, he unintentionally connived at abuses , 
for, either discrediting, or banishing from his recollection, the cnmes 
and offences of delinquents, he suffered them to experience no change, 
or diminution m his bounty, in any shape. It is lastly to his pra'se 
alleged, that in the very delirium of mirth and festivity, neither from 
himself nor from his attendants, did he ever suffer the language of ob- 
scemtyon any occasion to escape. 

Sultan Rokken^ud-dem Toghrel the son of Arslan, last monarch 
of the Irakian branch of theiace of Seljuk. 

- Succeeding to the sovereign autliontv, on the death of his father, 
Sultan Toghiel committed the affairs of his government to the entire 
controul and discretion of his uncle, Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed 
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the son cyf Eyldekez . At the commencement ofhis reign, he was sue- A. H 571-Qi. 
cessively employed to repel an invasion of Azerbayiaun on the part 
of the infidel prince of Enpuz, formerly noticed, and to suppress an 
insurrection in favor of his uncle Mahommed the son of Toghrel, who 
was advancing against Persian Irak. In both cases, under the direc- 
tion of the minister Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahoinmcd, and his brother 
Jvuzzul Arslan, his arms were triumphant. 

In a former part of his work, the author has noted from oriental wri- 
ters, that a conjunction of the seven planets hi aejuauus, took place at 
the period of the deluge ; such a remarkable conjiinotion is now stated 
to have also occurred, in the third degree of libia, during the five hun- 
dred and pight> first of the Ilidjerali^, the tenth year of the reign of 
■Sultan Toghrel. From this rare phenomenon, the astrologers ventured 
to predict that the world was about to be visited by a geneial and tre- 
mendous hunicane, nhich, in the course of the year, should not only 
sweep an ay, and annilnlate evejy structiireeiected by the hand of man, 
but tear up the very mountains from thcirfoimdations. In this opinion 
the philosopher Anwary is said to have been more pertinacious than 
the whole of Ins brethren , and the people, in many parts of the em- 
pire, proceeded in consequence of the alarming reports which prevailed, 
to provide for themselves caverns in the bowels of the earth ; in order to 
secure themselves, if possible, against the awful impending visitation, 
dt happened, however, by God's merciful providence, that at the period 
predicted toi the occurrence ot tins tremendous calamity, there should 
not have arisen even as much wind, as was sufficient to enable the pea- 
sant to separate the chaff from his corn. Neveitlieless, althous'h in 
X)ne respect the astrologers might have been deceived in their prognos- 
tications, it was m the couise of this year that the irresistible Jengneik 
became the sole sovereign of the different tribes of Ins own nation ; 
and true it is, that before the teimination of Ins eventful and over- 
'll helming career, such a tempest was produced, in the moral w orld, by 
the exterminating lury ot that dreadtul scourge, aS to have ahnost an- 
nihilated the powers of Asia, that'Stood in the w'ay of Ins vengeance. 

* Coajmcnuiig the third of April, a. D, 1185. 
a C 3 
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On the death ofJahaiin Pehel^aun Mahommcd in the course of the 
year, his brother, the Atnbek Kuzznl Aislan. succeeded to thegovern- 
ment of Azerl)ayiaun , but some evil disposed persons having created 
a jealousy between him and Si'iltan Toghrel, that powciful chieftain, a 
short timeaftei wards, quitted Tdibreiz and advanced to wards Mamadau n ; 
which the Shltan, unprepaied for lesistance, suddenly abandoned at 
his appioach. Kuzznl Aislan entered llamadaun without oppo'^ition ; 
but returning into Azeibaviaun at the expiration of a lew days, SnJtan 
Toghrel was peimitted to repossess himself of In-, c ipital. The disaf- 
fected Ameiisof Irak under the influence ofKu/ziil Arslan, sending 
however to announce to him that they siiiC' p'h regietted, and were 
ashamed of their lecent disloyal proceedings, anil tlnlt they were hast- 
ening to his presence to make him every suitable apology foi their 
miisConduct, the Sultan sufiered himself to be fl itteied bv these insidi- 
ous piofessions of retuining duty , and informed ihem iii reply, that 
, he should meet them the following day, on the *\Jc\ daiin-c-kiii baiizy, 
or goff codrse, in the neighboihood, and aive them an opportunity of 
leiiewiiig their engagements Unconscious of evil tie Sultan pros 
ceeded the next day accordingly, to the place of.tpfiointment, and thus 
furnished to the Ameiis an opportunity, of which they immediately 
availed themselves, to carry then treacheious designs into execution, 
by seizing his peison, and conveMng liiiii to a prison in the fortress of 
Alan, orAlenjek Kuzzul Aislan upon tins aafain came to llamadaun, 
pioposingto vest the soveieignty of Irak in Snnjurthes mofSiilnnan 
Shah , but an agent from Baghdadarriving at this vei v conpincture, with 
a message from the Klialif (UlNassei) urging it as expedient that the 
Atabek shonfd himself assume the soveieign powei, Kuzzul Arslan 
received the proposal with exultation, and declaring himself in pos- 
session of the monarchy, proceeded, without iurthei delav, to stamp 
the coinage, and exercise, in his own nami^, t!ie other functions of 
royalty. Fakher-ud-dein Kiitlugh, and the othei Ameiis, conceiving 
.however that they had claims ot their own, an hnndred told superior 
to any that he could pietend to advance, though tfie uncle ot their 
degraded sovereign, weie Jittledisposed to submit to this assumption of 
authority , and they cohtnved accoidmgly, in the course ol the same 
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short wpph, to put Kuz7ul Arslan to death, and to duidc the pro\hi- A II soa-oa. 

r-r .1 1 1 ll')2 0t. 

CCS of liak between themselves. 


In the mean time, throii2;htheassistabccofIIussaum-ud-dcin, Sepah- 

salaur, and olhei loyal adheient^, SultanToghrellvad succeedetlin efiect" 
ins; hts escape from imprisr.nment , and assembling a powerlul iiody of 
tinops, ha'^tened to avenge himsell on his rebellions subiccts In the 
neighboihood of Kazvein he l)rought them to a battle, in which, after 
an obstinate conflict, the rebel chiefs met the reward of their guilt; 
and the fortune of an illustrious monarch once more resuiPed its pre- 
pondi’iance 

On the death of Atabek'NIahommed, the Sultan had, it appears, mar- 
Tiedhis widow, the mother oflChtlugh Cvnaunie,and this lad v, wrought 
upon by the importunities, or suggestions of her son, had formed, in 
the course of the five hundred and e.ghtv eighth ot the llidierah,”^ the 
desisn of destrocing her royal consort, by intioducing a poisodions’ 
mixture into Ins lemonade Sultan Toghrel becoming, however, by* 
some means or other apprized of her design, the traitress nas justly 
condemned tosn allou the draught, which she had prc] a-ed for .mother. 
Kutlugh Evnaunje escaped with a sho' timpiisonnient, alter which he 
nas pardoned for his crimes, and set at large 

Such lion ever nas the innate depravitv, and hardened miliynitv of 
this man, that it piompted him, notn ithstanding, to enter into a coues- 
pondence n ith Alla-ud-dein Tukkesh, king ot IChaurezm , whom he 
immediately muted to the conquest of Ir&k. The ICliaiiiezmian ac- 
cepted the invitation n itliout difficult v, and marching into liak was 
veiv punctually joined bv the lebel , but hiving continued for so ne 
time in the terriloiy of Rev, and lednccd the fortress of Taharek, he 
withdrew into his own dominions, leaving the care ot th - 1 *cent con- 
queststooneofhiscaptains,ofthe nimeof Ternghauje Sultan Toghrel 
at the head of his troops advanced, however, in the course ol the"' five 
hundred and eighty ninth ofithe Hidjerah towards Rev , and havino- 
recaptured Tabaiek, and seized the person of Temghauje, he caused 
that commandei to sufier death. 

In Mohurrim of the year folloning, the five hundred and ninetieth 
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A. H. 590. army, under the authoritj’’ of the king of Khaurezm ; but being op^^ 
A D. 1194. posed near Re}’ by Sultanu Toghrel, he was totally defeated by that 
Kbolaussut- monarch, and compelled to return with disgrace and loss towards Khau- 
rezm. The Sultan now gave a loose to festivity, and m the ancient 
metropolis of Rey totally resigned himself to bispleasures. to his propen- 
sities for wine and women ; neither was he to be awakened from his 
delirium of debauch, by the reports continually repeated to'him, of the 
approach of Sultan Alla-iid-deinTukkesh, with afresh army of Khau- 
rezmians. In these sensual excesses, to the entire neglect of his affairs 
the Sultan persisted in devoting himself, “from dusk to dav n, andfrora 
“dawn to dusk,^’ until his Ameirs, wearied out and disgusted vith 
the fatuity which seemed to have chaced away the understanding of 
their sovereign, at last dispatched a message to hasten the advance 
of his enemies. The Khaurezmian accelerated his approach accord- 
ingl}’, and b}’" forced marches unexpectedly presented himself m the 
outskirts of Rev. 

Sultan Toghrel proceeded,however,withoutdelay to give himhattle; 
and in the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundred and ninety,^ the 
tivo monarcbs met on this occasion, to decide their quarrel and the late 
of Irak. Not less from the pride and confidence of youth, than from the 
effervescence ofwine, by which he had been rendered insensible to dan- 
ger, the Sultan is said on that day, on recognizing the person of Kut- 
lugh Eynaunje, to have spurred his horse towards him, repeating these 
lines from the Shlth-uamah of Eerdussy. “ When the dust arose which 
“attended the march of mine enemies — when the cheeks ofmv bravest 
♦‘warriors turned pale with affiight — I raised on high my single 
“stroked (ponderous) mace — left my soldieis in their stations, fai be- 
“hind — and lifting myselfon my saddle seat, uttered so fearful ashout — 
“that the solid earth trembled beneath mv feet, like a mill wheel ” The 
senses of the unhappy monarch were, bov ever, so completely steeped 
in wine, that in plying his mace, he struck his own horse on the fore 
legs, which brought the animal and his rider to the ground ; in which 
situation Kutlugh Evnaunje, immediately coming up, dispatched ium- 
T. ith a single stroke of his scimitar. 


* Apnl,A. D.nSA 



Thnt, in tin' tumlirlii n rnr oflhc' rtic;n nr^ult.ml nMiH, nmi oftor 
it 1 \ u\ lornUnvit onr itnndr^’ci Aiul Hits rj\i’\(Mi‘^. t* nniti.U( d 

tlu' pnxNor at tlu' 1 »oum ot ^^huk m In.k . .ind. r.unon.in h nln.is n. vnr- 
thcU-^''^ (lo'if'ril't (1 t*> Ii u <■ ‘'Hrp.i'-ci ti in tli<‘ 'd' nu i of hi-' p'T'on mid 
in ilu' n limtN oi Ins disposition . in Ins 7 ^ i! <or t'.o < nmnu.i- in- lU of 
Mrlnc. mid in his ddiomniro ofvno. who is dh d to hmch endis- 
tni^nishod hc\ oiul tlu' niosi illustrious f»| his r i< ' , lor tin* hi in \ olmu e 
of Ills maniiors. .md for the i w m'lts and unit, in ss of his iri niiis . 
nil illustration ot \^ hn h. tin' .inthor h is tnrnishi d ni w ilh .1 U ir.isiicli 
asorihod to him fd' v\ Inoli tlu (ollow in^ is tin si jjst 

“ In this poor u.irld liou mitiK nc stmt and finno — Wi nl, no 
‘‘ drink, lorii ttiil ot (Im I it" ot onr .nn < stois fpi rh ips of tlu or .ui of 
“«.torini\) — XoTWi.dlh nor t nniK . nor ! ni K. t ni p'rniituntl% hr 
“ ours — It th 'll hn it'i It nnist torinm it« . ^ i\ h t not muht snn m 
Ol tlu’ icroiul hr.iiirh ol llu' r u » of "si hnk u lindi \\ is s.uihd iii 
the iro\oriiiiu lit ol Kirinnin the an* on ii whnii nr diri\r from onr 
niulior ‘^tndl hi (on\pn/rd in a n n l»rn t passi-^is. .md this, uithont 
further prt iiinin.irv , w e shall proi 1 1 d to snhmit to tlir iiiihiloriit n nh r. 

The first ol this si pu s ol prim < s u is K an i rd, 01 K idni, or K id rid, 
U is iinpossirde to dell rninn e\at iK n hn h, tin* son ot I'l in '_dn r Ih 1^, 
nlio lu’caine henteii.Mil ot Kitiii.uin ninh r tin nitliorit\ of his mn !e 
^'oghrel Ih a, in the tour hundred ind thirt\ third ol lIu' llidtenli, 
and w ho in the Nl. \r four liiMidri d and rut\ li\ .n f|iiM< d tin Inrther 
possession ofllie pro\ iiu e ol I'ar'S ; hiu uu'ortnn !tt 1 1 entr'-ie" into a 
nar nitli liis m phew , the illiistiions Mrhk 'sliah. lie was di ltMt< d 
and taken jirisonev, in tlie eonrst* ot the lour htimlred nid s|\t\.|i t)j 
otthe llulterah, and du d hy poi<on, alter hoUling ills g<)\ ermneiu lor 
a period ol two and thiil\ \eais 

Sri.T \sSii.\ii the son oi K m erd, srrond of the Kerin iiinianS<d|n- 
cidcs. succeeded In direction ot his con/iu uennaiu on thediMtiiot his 
father, and continued "in the *:o\ enmiem until the lour huudrod and 
Pt%cnt\ scNcnthol the llnl)erali, when liedieil, according to the state- 
ment ol the Tankh giizeidali, aftei a reitrn ot ten n cars , lioin nliicli 
It might appci.r, that it requited some dt hlieiation null Melek. Shall, 
Tietove he restored to him the posscssioub of his lather. 
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Turan Shah the son of Kawerd, third ofthe Kermaunian branch 
of the race of Seljuk, succeeded to his brother, and, distinguished a 
reign of thiiteen years by his uniform justice, and by numerous mon- 
uments of piety and benevolence, which he erected in various parts 
TuRA^SHAH, of his dominions. He died in the four hundred and eighty ninth of 
the Hidjerah. , 

Iran Shah, fourth ofthe Kermaunian branch, was the son of the 
A H 489 04 - preceding prince; but unlike him, devoting Ins power to every spe- 

A D 1096-110] rfii J f ,1 , 

cies ot debauchery and vice, of oppression and violence, the Ker- 
IkanShak IVth. maunians ultimatel}'^ spurned at his authontjs and in the four hundred 
and ninety fourth of the liidjerah put him to death, after a reign of 
five years. 

A H 494 - 536 , Arslan Shah the son of Kerman Shah, fifth of this branch of 
A.Di 096 -iLoi race of Seljuk, Avas the couzin german ot the former monarch, 
through dread of y liose cruelty he had been compelled to reside for 
ARsLA^SHAu, some time in the family of a shoemakei v but being raised to the sover- 
eign authority, through the concurrence of the Kermaunian chiefs, on 
the death ot Iran Shall, he enjo^^ed a verj' prosperous and protracted 
reign of tw o and forty years 

hlelek hlogheyth-ud-dein jMa hommed the son of Arslan Shah, 
A H 536 51 • ^ 

AU ii 4 i- 5 b* Sixth of the Kermaunian branch, succeeded to the government, about 
the five hundred and thirty sixth ofthe Ilidjerah, on the death of his 

Melek Mahom- conceived it expedient, in order to secure his authoritA^ 

WED, VUb. ‘ ' 

to destroy the sight of some of his brothers, and put otheis of them to 
death. In other_respects his attention appears to have been paiticu- 
larlv devoted to the study of astronomy, and to the encouracrement of 
sacredarchitecture. Ide-djed in the five bundled and fifty first of the 
Hidjerah, after a reign of fourteen years. 

Mohey-ud-dein Toghrel the son of Mahoinmed, seAmnthoftheKer- 
maunian branch, succeeded to his father, and died in the five hundred 
and sixty third of the Hidjerah, after a reign of twelve years. On the 
death oftliis prince, a contest foi the government ensued between his 
tliree sons, Behjam Shah, Aislayi Shah, and TurkunShah, aaIiicIi 
AA as prosecuted with alternate fortune for a period of twentj^ years , 
each of the rival princes taking possession of the throne in turn, as 
the issue was favorable to his claims. These distiactions pioduced m 
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A n. fiQi'iC. continued for the space of twenty* years, from that time to the period 
A D 1106 - 24 . qP death in the five hundredth of the Hidjerah. 

Kbolaussut- KiliUje, or Guilitch Arslax the son of Suliman, second of the 
Anatolian, or Rumian Seljucides, succeeded to his father, and conti* 
nued to rei^n for a period of eighteen years, to the five hundred and 
'KiniDjE Ars- eighteenth of tlie Hidjerah, when he died. It was during the reign of 
this prince, that his capital ofHice, in Bithynia, was besieged b}' the 
crusaders under Bohemund, Tancred, and Duke Robert of Normandy ; 
and would havefallen to those \\ arlike adventurers, but for the intrigues 
ot Alexius the emperora who took possession for himself. 

Sultan Muk- Sultan hlussAOUD the son of Suliman, third of the Anatolian Sel- 
SAoDnWoftbe jucides, ascended the throne on the death of his brother; and died m 
same . ^ hundred and thirty eight, after a reign of one and twenty years."^ 

Sultan Mus Sbltan iMusSAorD the second, the son of the preceding, and fourth 
sAODD lid and of the Anatolian branch, enjoyed a splendid reign of fifteen years from 
RtboftheEu- demise of Ills father; and died in the five hundred’and fifty eighth 
of the Hidjerah j* 

Kilidje Arslax the second, son ofMussaoud fifth of this branch of 
the race of Seljuk, succeeded to his father ; reduced the cityof Mala- 
Kiliuje Aks- hundred and sixty eighth of the Hidjerah,:|: 

LA^, Ild and after a reign often years. On the death of this prince the succession 
"Vth of tbe-Ru- disputed by his two sons, Suliman and Key Khossrou ; but the 
juiaiis. . contest, after a sanguinary struggleof about ten years, ultimately ter- 

mmatingin favor of the former. Key Khossrou submitted to his destiny. 
Suliman Tld Rokken-ud-dein Sultai ax the second, son of Kilidje Arslan, sixth 

and vitbof the of the Anatolian branch, reigned for a period of four and twenty years, 
Rdmians. hundred and second of the Hidjerah § 

GHEYACTH-ijD-DErx IvEY Khossrou the SOU ot Kilidje Arslan, 
seventh of the Anatolian branch. 

A nephew of this prince, the son ofthefonnei monarch, succeeded 
Key Khoss- ^ short time, under the title ofEzz-ud-dem Kihdje Arslan , but be- 
Bou, Vllth of mg a minor was opposed in his authority by his uncle, who made him 
theRumians. ^ prisoner, and confined him to one of his castles. - Key Khossrou then 
assumed the sovereign power to himself, and retained it until the six 
hundred and ninth of the Hidjerah. \\ when he perished in a battle with 
the infidels — the crusaders so stigmatized bv the oriental historians. 


A. D. 1143. 1 1163. J 1172 § 120a. || 1213. 
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Ezz-ud-dein Key Kiivtjs the son of Key Khossrou, eighth of the H. OTfe 
Anatolian Sehucides, succeeded to his father , but died of a disorder 

in his loins, after a short reign Of twelve months. ul-akhbaur. 

Ali^-ud-dem Keykobaud the ^on of Key Khossrou, ninth of the . 

Anatolian branch, succeeded to his brother, and was esteemed the 
ablest and most accomplished monarch of his family. He was several Kobaub^ 
times engaged in battle against thebrave, but unfortunate, Sultan Jul- ixth oftheRA- 
laul-ud-dein Meineg Bhrny, orMengberni,theKhaurezmian, in which mi-nis. 
he was for the greater part victoiious ; but ivhen he had co-ntmued to 
reign for a period of six and twenty years, he was at last poisoned by 
the direction of his own son Key Khossrou, in the six hundred and 
thirty sixth of the Hidjerah.* 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Key Khossrou the second, the son of Key Ko- 
baud, tenth of the Anatolian branch. 

When this parricide had been suffered to reign for a period of about Rhos^ 

eight years, his country was invaded by thehloghbls ,by whom he was eou, lid and 

decisuel> defeated He did not long survive his discomfiture, as he 

, , . . » 1 brauch. 

appears to have exchanged his ill-gotten power tor the grave, in the six 

hundred and forty fourth of the Hidjerah 

Rohken-ud-deui Suliman the third, the son of Key Khossrou, 

cle\ enth of the Anatolian branch. 


Having secured the diadem of his predecessors, his brother Alla-ud- 
dom Key Kobaud u as dispatched by Suliman, as his agent to the couit 
of Hulauku Khaun ; with u horn, having successfully terminated the 
mission on u Inch he had been employed, that prince was on his return 
to Rum, of u Inch the capital was at this period probably Iconium, or 
Cogni , u hen, his ungrateful brother, suspecting that he had views to su- 
persede him in his power, suborned a person to poison him. Alter a 
ri'iirn of twenty years he was himself condemned to a similar fate by 
Abaka Khaun, in the six hundred and sixty fourth of the Hidjerah J 
Ivey Khossrou the third the son of Si'iliraan, twelfth of the Anato- 
lian branch, succeeded to bis father, while a minor ; the administration 
of In': govornmont w as placed, how ei er, by Abaka Kbaun. in the hands 
of Khaujah Muec un- ud-dein Purw aiinah (themoth) the Kaushian, who 
married the mother ol the \oung prince. Key Khossrou continued m 
the nominal so\ereigntv. until the six hundred and eighty second § of 
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the Hidjerah ; -when, after-a reign of eighteen years, he was put to death 
in Azeibayjaun, by direction of Sultan Ahmed Khaun. 

Gheyauth-ud-dem Mussaoud the third, the son of KeyKawus, 
thirteenth of thcAnatolian bianch, was sent to thcgoverninentof Rilin, 
now no longer an independent sovereignty, under the authority of 
Argh&n Khaun. He died in the six hundred and ninety seventh of 
the Hidjerah, when his nephew Key Kobaud the son ofFeraumerz, 
under the auspices of Gh&zan Khaun, became the fourteenth and last 
ot this' branch of the race of SeljAk. For, not long after his acces- 
sion, entering into designs hostile to the authority of that monarch, 
.either real or pretended, a force was dispatched into Anatolia , by 
which, about the six hundred and ninety eighth of the Hidjerah, 
.the powei of the family was finaUy extinguished none of the race of 
Seljilkjsubsequenttothat period, being admitted to governthe country. 
/From otherauthorities* welearn,that jn the couiseofthe 1999 th ofthe 
Christian aera, they were succeeded by another race of Turks, the sub- 
sequent mastersof Constantinople, of whom the founder was Osman or 
Othman the son of Orthogrul, probably Ourtoghrel, on whose esta- 
blishment, it would be foreign to the design of these pages to expatiate. 

It becomes, however, in this place incumbenton the .author to apolo- 
gize for an inadvertency, of some magnitude, in the second page of the 
preface to 'the first volume , where it will be observed that the Otto- 
.mans are spoken of, as if they were to be identified with the Anatolian, 
.or .Rfimian Seljucides, from whom, as we have just seen, they must be 
considered as entiiely distinct The sheet was indeed scarcely out 
of the press, (before the inaccuracyof the term \yas discovered, however 
too late for correction. If the candid reader will substitute, ’■'•Oth- 
vianlu, 01 Turks of thehouseof Olhmaiv” for “Othmanlfi or Ottoman 
Sejjucides” the passage will be unexceptionable. 

* Gibbon’s Roman empirci 



CHAP. IX. 


•tXTITH llie ordinary l)rovity of the original, ournnrrative will next 
T V be employed to describe the principal e\cnts that distingui'shed 
thcjiovcrnincnt of the Khanrezm Shahics, or monarchs of Khaurezin; 

V hose cle\ ation, decline, and extinction, \\ ilhout further prcliminarVi 
It becomes our business non to examine. 

The great ancestor of the princes of this race, then, according to 
the generality of historians, is stated to have been Nousliteguiu, or 
Koushtekein Ghiriah, a sla\ eofTurkish extraction, origiiiallv the pro- 
perty of Belgatekein ; but being promoted to the onicc of cupbearer, 
or butler, to Mclck Shah the Scliukian, an office to which the reven- 
ues of the proMiice of Khanrezm ncre tlicn attached, Noushtekein, as 
formerly noticed, was in\cstedby that monarch with the government 
of the same pro\ nice , w Inch on his death w as bestow ed, with additional 
honors and preferments, on his eldest son Kutb-nd-dein 2^Iahommed, 
a prince of extraordinary endowments and ability. 

Kiitb-ud-dcm Mahommed, the son of Noushtekein, first of the 
Khaurezm Slndiies, or kings of Khaurezm. 

During the reign of Svfltan Bmguiaurug, in the four hundred and 
ninety first of the Hidjerali, while Sultan Sunjur was yet governor of '^01-521. 

Khorassaun, Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed became sovereign ot Khau i'l — K 

rezm, with the title of Khauiezm Shah , a dignity w liiciriie sustained ulallal' 
with singular splendor and success, lor a period ot thirty years ; conti- 
nuing, nevertheless, yeai alter ^ car, alternately with his son Atseiz,to 
attend thecourt ot the Seljukian monarch. The whole peiiod ol his Kutbuddeix 
government IS, indeed, represented to have been distinguished by an 
exemplary course of service to the monarchs of that race, against wdiom 
ha never m any rnstanca suffered the ahghtest sent.ment ot host.hty 
or d,_saffection, to enter Ins breast. He died ,n the five hundred Jnd 
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Atseiz the son of Mahommed, second of the Khaurezm Shahie#; 

Succeeding to the government on the death of his father, this prince 
like him persevered in his attachment to the house ofSeljdk ; to the 
reigning representative of which, Sfiitan Sunjur, he is also said to have 
rendered the most important services. But, being in consequence of 
theseservices admitted to a (degree offavor with that monarch, far beyond 
his compeers, the jealousy of the othercourtiers was at last excited ; and 
they combined to expel him from the presence of their master. Atseiz, 
discoveiing however the malignant designs of his enemies, determined 
to anticipate them, and obtained the permission of the Shltan to with- 
draw' into Khaurezm , on which occasion it is said that the monaich, 
on taking leave of Ins feudatory, should have observed, that this was a 
bolt from his bow, which he was never likely to see again ; and the 
courtiers demanding the motive of their sovereign, for thus dismissing* 
him to his province, with such a conv'iction on his mind, Sultan Sun- 
jur confessed, that-tbe services of Atseiz were so gi eat and so faithfnl, 
that the slightest violence on his part, was not to be justified by any* 
principle of good faith or generosity. 

Not long after he arrived in Khaurezm, Atseiz, as appears to have 
been foreseen, began to exhibit those proofs of an ambitious and refrac- 
tory disposition, which led to his undisguised and final rebelhon on 
which, m the five hundied and thirty third of the Hidjerah,* Sfiltan 
Sunjur proceeded with lus troops into that province. Atseiz was, on 
this occasion, entirely defeated, and expelled the country, and his son 
Eyl Kutlhgh was taken prisoner and put to death by the Silltan , by 
whom the government was now transferred to his own brother, Sfili- 
man Shah , aftei which withoutsuspicionoffuture mischief he returned 
into Ir^k. On the departure of Siiltan Sunjur, however, Atseiz em- 
braced the opportunity to re-enter Khaurezm , and Shhman, being by 
some failure or other unprepared tor resistance, immediately evacuated 
the country to join his brother On this, Atseiz openly proclaimed his 
independence ot all foreign authority , and proceeded to prosecute his 
designs against the power of the house of Seljuk, with mcreasmg ani- 
mosity and inveteracy. 

In the five hundred and thirty eighth of the Hidj'erahf^ Sultan S'unj''ur 
agam entered Khaurezm, where he besieged bis rebellious teudatoryio- 

«A.D.1I38. tA. !>• -114=3, ^ 
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tUeopiltxloftUcsnmentime. -When he W, however, reduced it to the A 

pointot'submission,lic -w as prevailed upon h} theintrcaties, the praj ers _ — ; 

ot Atsci?, supported by some A\ell-limed and costly presents, to grant 
him terms of pardon and oblnion, and to leave him still in possession 
ot bis goA eminent, in defiance of cAcry inaMin of ordinars policy, and 
prudence. Accordingls , the Sultan had no sooner reached his capital 
ot Mcrfi, than he found ample reason to lament liis ill-rcquitcd indul- 
gence, in the information that readied him, that the prince of Kliaii- 
rezm had openly resumed his former plans ot disobedience and revolt. 

' tjuder such circumstances a person of the name of A/eibSauber, a na- 
tive of Termed, aa as cmplnyed on the part of the SvMtan to vccI.Uiaa him 
to a sense ot duh. At^ciz contriAcd to detain the agent, aaIiiIc he 
dispatched a couple of assassins to Mcrii, for the purpose of ilestroA mg 
his soverenm. The treacherous desi<ra hccamc hoAVcver know n to 
Azcib, and he priiatcly sent to apprize the monarch of his danger. 

The assassins AA ere upon this discoAcrcd and put to death, and the 
faithful agent aa as condemned for his \ igilancc to perish in the .leyhnn. 

About four A ears afterwards, in the fu’e hundred and forty-second 
of the liidjerali, Sultan Siiniur resumed hostilities AAith the Khaur- 
ezmian, against vaIioiu he this time coinmcncod his operations by the 
siege ot Ilazaurasp, tbe principal irontier tOAAii on the side oflvboras- 
saun On this occasion liisbard Anwari, is said to have addressed to 
the Sultan some verses, of aa Inch the following may he the sense of the 
concluding lines. Great monarch, be this day’s efiort directed to 
“subjugate ffazaurasp , to morrow Ivhaurezm, aa ith one hundredthou- 
“ sand horse, shall be tliinc,” tlusbeingapun upon the aa ord asp, Avhich 
signifies a horse in the Persian, but a towm in the Kliaurezmi.m 
dialect. Rcsheid ATetwaut, a triend of the Khaurezmiau’s, on the 
other hand, attached the tolloAA’ing couplet to an arrow, and sliot it 
into the camp of the Sultan. “Although thme eneinv, noble prince, 

(addiessed to his patron) were possessed ot the Amlour of Rusfuin ; 

“ he shall not be suffered to appropriate even an ass, from Hazaurasp." 

The sarcasm conveyed in these few Avords excited in the Seljhkian a 
very violent degree of resentment; and he declared that the untoitu- 
tiate bard should be cut into seven pieces, the moment he w'^as master 
of the town. Resheid found means, howeA er, Avhen the Sultan’s 
tjpops were m possession of the place, to interest some of the members 
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df the eohrt in his fdvor ; one of whom, at a convenient'opportunit^ 
ventured to intimate to his sovereign that the Wetwaut,^ a bird 
so frail and diminutive, could ill support dissection, into so many parts 
as seven , ' peradventure^ if his highness were not particularly averse- 
to it, it might be more convenient to divide him, into two eqlial and 
similar parts. This species of application had its effect with the be- 
nevolent Siiltan, who sealed the obnoxious poet’s pardon with a smile. 

On the reduction ofHazaurasp the Shitan proceeded to invest the^ 
capital ; but while he was prosecuting the siege, a devout person, of 
the name of Ahh-poush, repaired to his camp, with' overtures towards 
an accommodation on the part of Atseiz, and the proposals being 
again accompanied with presents of suitable magnitude and value, it 
was finally agreed that on appearing on the bank of the Jeyhfin, and 
prostrating himself to the eaith in the presence of his lord paramount* 
the Khaurezmian should be permitted to leturn unmolested, with 
a general pardon for liis multiplied offences. Atseiz presented him- 
self very punctually on the spot agreed upon ; but instead of the sti- 
pulated pioslration, to which his liaughty spiiit could ill brook to 
submit, he contented himself with a respectful inclination of the head, 
Ke, withoutdismountingfrom his horse, and withoutfurtherceremony, 
quitted the conference before the Sultan. Although this yva.s a spe- 
cies of demeanoi but ill suited to the disposition of the Seljiikian, he 
was, however, prevailed upon by an excess of leni^ty and indulgence 
to wink at it, and to return to his metropolis of MerCi, without exhibit- 
ing any proof'of resentment , neither did any further hostilities ever 
after take place between, him, and this refractory and powerful vassal. 

In the five hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerah, the Khaur- 
ezmiari cairied his conquests to the eastwaid of the Oxus ; where he 
made himself master of the cit}'^ of Jhnd on the Seyhun, and of the 
territory of Soghnauk, or Saganac above Otraur. When, in the 
course of the following year, Sdltan Sunjur became a captive in tlie 
hands of the Ghuzzians, he repaired, however,'into Khorassaun to a 
conference with Rbkken-ud dein Mahmud, the sistei s son of the 
Shltan') with whom he continued for a period of three months, airang- 

* ThePersian naoie for a moUiitaiii swallow, or martinet. 
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ing in the neighboihood oFNissa, those plahs which were coneeived 
best calculated to restorethe legitimate government. Of these plans 
Sultan Sunjur on his escape from captivity, failed however to take 
advantage 

In the early part of the five Jnindred and fifty first of the Tlidjerah, 
hen confined to the bed of sickness, Atseiz happened to over-hear 
one ofhis attendants recite a passage of the Korin, adverting to the 
ywfnl crisis of death and dissolution, which conceiving to prognosticate 
that his disorder would piove fatal, it assumed in consequence an un- 
favorable and serious turn, and he died in the latter Jummaudy of the 
same year,^ at the age of sixty one. He had ruled over Kliaurezm 
altogether, for a period of nine apd twenty years; for sixteen years of 
vliich, with independent sovereignty ; and he has, at the same time, 
been equally applauded for the mildness ofhis disposition, the strength 
of his understanding, and his exquisite learning. 

Ayeil Arslak the son of Atseiz, third of the Khaurezni Shahies, 
assumed the sovereign autfiority on the death of his father , and ex- 
tended his dominions by a variety of conquests both in the territory 
beyond the Oxus, and m Khorassaun Some indications of hosti- 
lity on the part of his brother Sillinian, rendered it expedient as a mea- 
sure of self defence, to consign him to perpetual imprisonment. Ayeil 
ArsUu died on the nmeteenth of the month of Rudjubf of the five 
bundled and sixty seventh'of the Hidjeiah, afcer a reign of nearly se- 
^nteen years. 

Surtax Shah the son of Ayeil Arslan, fourth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies 

This prince, in opposition to the prior claims of TukkeshKliaun, his 
elierbrother, succeeded to the throne of the Khaurezmians immedi- 
ately on the death of liis father; the administration of affairs being 
undei taken by his mother ilelka Khatun. In the mean time the elder 
brother, uho presided m the government of Jund on the Seyhhn at 
the period ofhis father s death, dispatched, on intelligence of that event, 
an agent to demand from Sultan Shah the cession ofa part of then father^s 
commions , to which, in reply, he received a peremptory refusal, andaa 

'.Angutt, D llo 6 t Sisteentb of March, 1 172, 

3 E 


A. H 551 G7. 
A D 1156-72. 

Klioiausbut- 

ul-.ikbbdur. 


Ayeii. Ars- 
lan, Illd of 
the Khaurezm 
Shahies 


Sultan Shah 

It th of the 
Kliaurezm Sha- 
lues. 


VOL II. 



394 


A. H. 507 - 09 . intimation tliat the sword alone must decide their claims. The Sultan 

A. D 1172-93 soon afterwards took the field at the head of a powerful arm}*" to anti- 

Kholaussut- cipate the desisrns of his brother, who immediately letired for protec- 
nl-akhbaur. ^ ^ ^ 

tion into Kara Kliatay, the adjoining lartanan territory, at this period 

undei the government of a female. To this princess, provided through 
her assistance he should be enabled to reduce Khaurezm, Tukkesh 
Khaun engaged to remit from the revenues of that countr}’', an annual 
proportion to a great amount; and the queen of K^ra Khatay acceding 
to his request, finally dispatched her own husband, to whom the histo- 
rian has assigned the nameofKerma, with a prodigious force, to put the 
fugitive prince in possession of his father^s dominions. The country 
was evacuated on their approach by Shltan Shah, who withdrew to 
Neyshapur, in the neighboring province of Khorassaun ; on which, 
111 the latter Rebbeia of the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah, Tukkesh Khaun entered the capital of Khaurezm apparently 
without resistance. A contest, however, continued to be main- 
tained between the two brothers, uith unabated animosity, for a very 
■ protracted senes pf j^ears, Sultan Shah finding occasional support from 

the surrounding powers ; until about the conclusion of his life, hav- 
ing succeeded m making himself master of some of the principal 
cities of Khorassaun, an accommodation was at last brought about 
with Tukkesh Khaun , w'ho on the death of bis brother, not long after- 
wards, namely on "the thirteenth day of Rarazadn of the five hundred 
and eighty ninth '‘of the Plidjerah, became sole sovereign of the Khati- 
rezmian dominions, 

Tukkesh Khaux the son of Ayeil Arslan, fifth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 


Tukkesh Khaun was proceeding for the last time into Khorassaun, 
Tcki>.esh commencement of the year five hundred and eightj’^ nine, to 

Khaun, chastize the ambitious spirit of his brother, v hen on his arrival at 


A tb of the Abiwerd, he received from the governor of Serkhess, subject to the 
Shahies authority of Sultan Shah, a dispatch v ith overtures ofsubmission On 


wdiich Tukkesh Khaun hastened his march , but before he could pro- 


cure an interview with Sultan Shah, that prince had withdrawn to the 


^ Twcutv seventh of September, 1193, 
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mansions of the dead *,thus leaving the wholeofRhdraSsaun, apossession .A. H, 6»o. 
no longer disputed, to hismorefortunatehrother. Itwus theintentionof 
the Khaurezmian upon this, to confer the territory of Serkhess and Mer6, 
upon his eldest son, Khtbud-deirt Mahomraed; from which he suf- 
fered himself however to be dissuaded by hlelek Shah a younger son, 
who solicited the government pf these [places for himself, iShltan Ma- 
hommed bemscinvested with thatof NeyshapAr. This, at the expiration 
of a little time, hlahommed also committed to the same brother, re- 
pairing himself to the presence of bis father in Khaurezm. 

In the-courseof the five hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah,*;in 
consequence of the defeat and death ofTemghauje, his governor of Rey, 
and of an alleged infraction of treaty on the part of Shltan Toghrel 
the Seljnkian, Tukkesh Khaun invaded Persian Irak ; and the greater 
part of that powerful province submitting to his autlionty, on the death 
ofithe Sultan as formerly described, he consigned the government of 
Isfahaun, together with thecontroul of all the feudatories dependent 
upon It, to his ally KhtlAgh Eynaunje ; the city and territory of Rey 
being, however, placed under the authority of liiS third son Yuness 
Khaun, with hleyajek for his Atahek oi tutor. Tukkesh Khaun re- 
turned to pass the cold season in Khaurezm , but in the coui'se of the 
ensuing spring, engaging m an expedition, against Soghnauk, on the 
Seyhun, the Khaun of thecountry advanced to opposehim ; and, either 
through the treachery or cowardice -of some of hjs principal command- 
ers, gave him a total defeat, by which he was compelled to retne 
into Khaurezm, with disgrace and loss. On the other hand, Naiisser- 
nd-dem Melek'Shnh, having delegated the government of IChorassann 
to his son Arslan Shah, hastened to join his father ; while Sunjur Shah 
obseiving that province destitute of its .presiding power, and abandoned 
to the discretion of the turbulent and disaffected, began to form designs 
subversive of the established authqiity. But, before he could carry 
those designs into execution, intelligence of his ambitious view 
being conveyed to Tukkesh Khaun, that monarch demanded his pre- 
sence in Khaurezm, before he could be aware that his plans had been 
detected. On his arrival he w'as immediately -deprived of sight, and 
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then imprisoned , but after a short time he was, at the solicitation of 
the monarch’s sister, set at large', and every pecuniarj* advantage res- 
tored to him. 

YOness Khaun being attacked, about the same period, by a complaint 
in his eyes; and failing of a cure at the metropolis of his government, 
'proceeded into Khorassaun. leaving the 'province of Rev, vith theaii- 
thority of lieutenant, to the discretion of ]Meyajek -Encouraged by 
his absence on this occasion, ]Mue3’ud-ud-dein, entitled Eben-ul-Kus- 
saub (the butcher’s boy) theYez2eir of the KhahfUl Nausser, advanced 
by direction ofhis sovereign with the design of seizing Irak, while Kut- 
high E^maunje, in order to defeat the enterprize, hastened to join l\Ie- 
j^ajek, and was unjustlv put to death bv that chief, his head being 
transmitted to Tukkesh Khaun, v ith the statement that he had been 
cutofi' in consequence of tile" discover}’’ of some secret views of hosti- 
htv, which hehad been-lfa 4 fchingagainst theanthoritv of theKhaurezm- 
'ian. 'Tukkesh Khaunralthough he requiied no fuither proof of the 
contumacious disposition of bis vassal, thought it ad\ isable for the 
present to dissemble his resentment, and to confine his suspicions to 
his own breast, making the best of his wav to the scene of danger. 
The Khalifs general died in the mean time on reaching Meriigaun * 
and the troops of Baghdad, although they concealed the death of their 
leader, and evinced for some time a disposition at all hazards, to give 
battle to the Khaurezinian, ultimately besought hismercv, or dispersed 
in various directions Having thus le-estabhshed his aulhorit^- with- 
out much dilSculty, Tukkesh Khaun appears to have directed his 
vengeance against the remains of the Khahf’s general.' which he caused 
to be tom from the grave, and the head to be struck off and'conveved 
into Khaurezm Then placing one ofhis grandsons m the government 
- 'ofisfahaun, the Khauiezmian returned to the capital ofhis hereditary 
'dominions. ' - ^ ^ . 

Nausser-ud-dein Tvlelek Shah d^ ing m the former Rebbeia, of the 
five hundred and ninety tliird of the Hidjerah,^ his father, at the expir- 
ation of the customary- period of mourning, deputed Ins other-son J/u- 
' hammed, together with Saud-ud-dem Miissaoud his minister, -to take 

*'Feb^u^n., 1197. 
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of \be-gcyWTOm<^^lt ef Khorassartn To\Vaids the close of the A. H 

^enrfiveUund^edandnmetvfour, the annunciation of independence m " 

Peisian Irik, on the part ot Me.yaiek, -drew, upon him without further 
-delay the resentment of the Klmuie7mian monarch , at whose approach 
the usurper immediately chose to fly He fell hon ever into the hands 
ofthe troops employed to.putsue him, although his life was spared at 
the intercession^ of his brother, and his punishment remitted to a 
tnelve months imprisonment, at the expiration of which he was to 


nithdraiv to Jhnd, theie to pass the remainder of his days in exile. 

Before he returned into Khaurezm trom this expedition, Tukkesh 
Khaun employed his troops to reduce the fortress of Aislanghshai m 
the neighboihood of Kazvein, belonging to the Ismauilians of Al- 
unowut , which; after a siege of some months, the garrison agreed to 
evacuate, on being allowed to retire to the metropolis of the sect. Qii 
the attainment of this object, the Khaurczmian, after placing^ the go- 
vernment of Irak Ajem under the authority of a fourth son, Tauje-ud- 
dein Ally Shah, n ilhdrew into his hereditarv dominions Thus were 
matters circumstauoed u hen Saud-ud»dejn Mussaoud, the Yezzeir, 
falling by the knife of one of the Ismauilians, the lesentment of the 
Ivhaurezmian ,was afresh a^^ukened at the intelligence , and his son 
Kutbud-dem ^lahoramed, subsequent monarch of Khaurezm, received 
his instructions to proceed immediately with a competent force, to at- 
tack and demolish the n hole of the castles, and other receptacles of 
those sanguinary zealots, from Tersheiz on the western boundary of 
Khorassaum to the utmost limits of their country In conformity 
^Mth his instructions, the Shahziidah commenced his operations with 
the siege of Tersheiz , during which his principal standard one day 
being thrown donn, in a mannei that no peisou could account for, it 
was immediately considered as an omen that foreboded some serious 
evil, and accordingly intelligence soon afterwards leached him that his 
father w as dead. ^ 


Tukkesh Khaun had been attacked, in the course of the five hun- 
dred and ninety sixth of the Hidjerah, by a quinsey, or inflammation 
in the throat, but of tins, in a little time, his physicians succeeded, 
as thej thought, in efifecting his cure, and he w'as^Qu his 'inarch from 
Khaurezm to join mthe war against the Ismauihaiis. when, on leach- 
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ing the station called the well of the Arabs, heer-rpetienced a fresh at- 
tack of his cbmplamt, which earned him to his grave at the age of fifty 
two, and after an eventful and splendid reign of eight and twenty years* 

Sfiltan Mahommed the son of Tukkesh Khaun, sixth of the 
Khaurezm Shahies. 

Omntelligence of his fatliers*s dissolution, Sultan Mahomitied im- 
mediately abandoned the siege ofTersheiz, and hastening into iChaur- 
fezm with the celerity of lightning, he was tiiumphantly conducted 
intb the capital, by the nobles and the principal Ameirs of the govern- 
ment ; by Avhom, on the twentieth of Shavaul of the fiv'e hundred and 
ninety sixth of the Ilidjeiah,'’'^ he was quietly seated on the throne of 
the Khaiuezmiaiis. 

He had, however, been scarcely well settled on his throhe, when 
the piovince of Kliorassaiin ivas u rested from him, by the Sultans 
Gheyauth-ud-dein, and Shahaub-ud-dem the Ghurians. For the re- 
covery of this impoitant province, Sultan Mahommed engaged in an 
arduous and protracted contest vith the two brothers, during which, 
in mostof the actions which took place, he v\as victorious. On the 
subsequent death of both the adverse Sultans, he finally subdued to 
the authority of Ins exchequer, the greater part of the countries ofw Inch 
they had forcibly usurped the possession. 

Towards the commencement of the six hundred and seventh of the 
HidjeiahjS'hltanMahommed had, however, not onlyreduced the whole 
of Khorassaun, but by far the greater part of the othei provinces of the 
Persian empire The views of tlie Khaureztinan, his mmd being now 
at rest with respect to his conquests westward, were tlren directed to. 
the reduction ofTfirkestauii'j and to a war with Gfirkhaun, the monarch 
of Kira Khitay, or black, or central Tn^tar\^ With that design he 
accordingly crossed the Oxus, and invented Bokhara ; of which lie soon 
aftei made himself master, putting the governor who had' recently 
usurped his authority, to the sword He proceeded next to-5arnar- 
kand, and the governor, Sultan Othman, hastening to meet iiirii, and 
voluntarily enrolling himself m the list of his retainers, he aequired 
'possession of that city without further obstacle. Having secured these 
tvio impoitant acquisitions, Siltan Mahommed advanced without fur- 

'f Secobd of August, 1200. 
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thcr delay, and In great foicc to^^ards tlic territory ofGitrlhaun , by A 

whom an army not lo'^s formidable, under Ta\ nkfi Icranz, thepnnci- 

pal minister, and most distinguished general of the empire, was cm- 
ployed to oppose the imadeis. On one ot the Fridays in the former 
Hebbcia,of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah*the Khaurez- 
mians andlv.'ira Kliatcn aiis came to a decisive battle; w Inch terminated 
in the total defeat of the latter, and in the captiMtN of their general. In. 
consequence of this signal victory, the citv o^Ohatn submitted to 
Sultan IMahommcd , w ho. after taking possess ion, and placingit in charge 
ot an officer in whose (idelitx he could confide, returned towards Sa- 


inaikand and uUimalelN into IChaiirc/m ; where he caused thecaptiie 
general of the Ivara fvbata^ans, who bad preceded bun, to be put to 


death 

Xot long after this, he rcceiicd howoscr intelligence that the city 
of Samaikand w as closcU invested by the K.'irakhatar ans, akhough the 
garrison, in seventN two conflicts in which they had been engaged 
with their besiegers, were said to have been only once beaten. The 
Siiltan proceeded w ithout delay to the relief of that celebrated metro- 
tropohs, and theKarakhata\ans,recoi\ met at the same time intelligence 
ot Ins approach, and of the rc\ olt oi Kushlek,a prince of the royal blood 
of Tuikestaun. hastily broke up the siege, and A\illidrew' to their own 
countrr . The Khaure/mian now encamped near Samarkand ; and was 
emplored in augmenlino: the numbers, and completing the equipments 
ot Ins armv, w hen tlie agents of Kushlek presented themselves, for the 
purpose of ncgociating an alliance with bun , and a treaty was with- 
out much ditliculty concluded on the spot, by which it was agreed, 
that it the Khamezmian succeeded in first subjugating the power 
ot the Karakhata) an monarch, the whole of the country extending to 
Ivashghar and Knoten should be ceded to his authority , on the con- 
trary, that the whole of the territory westw'ard to the Seyhun, or river 
of Finauket, should belong to theTartar Sultan, provided he outstripped 
his ally m the successful prosecution of the war. Subsequent to the 
ratification of tins treaty, two battles were fought between Gfirkhaun 
and Kushlek, lo one of winch the latter was victorious, in the other 
vanquished Sultan Mahommed, w^hen Ins arrangements were complete, 
next proceeded to attack the Khaun , but, m the battle which ensued, 

♦ September, 1310 . 
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through a misunderstanding, as far as tlie passage is intelligible, be- 
tween thei^hite and blue sects (seffeid, kabiid jamahgaun) and some 
others of his principal generals, the army of the Sultan sufiered a 
consideiable check. The field being hoivever obscured by an enorm- 
ous cloud of dust, it became impossible to discriminate the Mctors 
from the vanquished ; and both armies being at the same time struck 
with a panic, immediately fled in different directions. In these 
circumstances, the Kliaurezniian, attended by a few of his guards, 
found himself when he least expected it, in the camp of Ins adversary ; 
but being disguised, according to a practice which it seems he some 
times adopted,, m the uniform of the enemy, his person wms fortu- 
nately not recognised , and thus escaping the most imminent danger of 
captivity, he made good'his retreat to the liver ofFinauket, where lie 
rejoined his troops w'lthout furthei accident.- Shortly afterwards he 
returned into Kliaurezm, in order to lecrmt his losses and restore the 
equipments of his army. 

In the course of the six hundred and eleventh of the Tlidjerah,^ on 
suspicion of an illicit intercourse with his mothei, the Sultan, in a fit 
ot inebriation, put to death a ceitain religious deiotee of the name of 
Mejid-ud-dein Baglidady. wdio had settled in his dominions , but the 
next day repenting of liis rashness, he endeaiored to atone for the 
act by conveying to Shaikh Nudjm-ud-dein, another religious indivi- 
dual of the time, a cup of gold, which he how ever declined to accept 
The same year, Treceiving intelligence of the death ot Tan jc-ud-dein 
Y elduz.w ho liad succeeded to thegovernmentofGhe7nin,on thedemise 
ol Shahhb-ud-doin the Gliounan. and tiiat one ol the slaves had seated 
himself on the llnoiie of his master, Siiltan Mahonimed w'as seized 
with the desire of subiugatmg the metiopolis of Sebekteggin , and ac- 
cordingly jiroceeded, w ith the iiccc=sary expedition, at the head of his 
troops for that quartci lie efiected the reduction of Giieznin with 
the tcnitory dependent upon it, w itliont nuicli dilliculty , andhicxain- 
Hime: the reuositorv of Sultan Siialiaub-u<J-dcin’s treasures, lie found 
among thearchnesot tlie government certain letters addressed to that 
punce, under the signaturcol the Ivhahl U1 Nausser, w hichsulfieiently 
uitestcdihathe hadbecn the piincipal, il not sole cause ofthc hostilities 


•A D 12U 



401 

in which the Ghourian had engaj^ed with Sultan' Mahoinmfed. A cir- 
cumstance which produced, in the Khaurezniian, nosliglit augmenta- 
tion to the displeasure with which he was already affected towards the 

representative of the house of Abbas. 

In consecjuence of this, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
llidjerah, having previously procured from the Imiuiins, or sacerdo- 
tal order of his government, a decree or Fetva, declaring in substance 
that the house of Abbas having, by its pernicious example, given a 
sanction to the most unlawful practices, and long since discontinued 
to advance the interests of Islam by the sword, or by war against the 
infidels. It was become the duty of any prince who possessed the 
means of accomplishing it, (in order that justice might resume her 
propel seat) to restore the dignity of the Imaumut to the Sevuds of 
the race of Husscyne, the Khaurezinian publicly pledged his allegi- 
ance to Seyud Alla-ul-mulk Termedv, and commenced his march for 
Baghdad For reisons formerly stated, he was, how'ever, constrained 
to abandon his design He had not yet passed through the territory 
of Irak Ajem, ivhen the disjiatches reached him from Ghayr Khnun 
the goveruor of Otraur, soliciting his sanction for the death of some 
of the subjects of Jcngnciz, who had appeared at that city for the pur- 
pose, as they professed, of trade 

The nature of the incident, which produced in its consequences 
such dreadful effects, is thus briefly explained. The public tranquil- 
lity, and the security of general intercourse had attained to so envia- 
ble a pitch tow^ards the conclusion of the reign of Sultan Mahommed, 
that the merchant, ivith a confidence which feared no molestation, 
and for a very moderate profit, might venture to convey his commo- 
dities from the remotest limits of the east, to the extremities of the 
west ; and every species of apparel bearing at that period the most 
advantageous prices in the extensive encampments and armies of 
Jengueiz, a certain Ahmed Khojendy, with other merchants of his 
class, availing themselves of the opportunity to enrich themselws, 
hastened to transport a large assortment of silk, and linen goods, to so 
profitable a market They experienced from Jengueiz the kindest 
treatment, and the most liberal encouragement , and that great con- 
queror, ^Yhen they were' on their return to their own coimirv, directed 
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that-llie piiflceSj'his Bon^, and his most distinguished A’m^irS', should 
each select from among his servants two peisons, with a sufficient 
sum of money, to accompany these merchants ; for the purpose of pro- 
curing an investment of thearticles which might be thought best suited 
to the demands of his' people. FoUrhundred and fifty individuals of the 
Mahommedan religion were accordingly chosen for the expedition;^ 
and furnished with a ver}'- great supply of treasure, to carry on a spe- 
culation which seemed to promise such extensive reciprocal advan-< 
tages. They were further entiusted with a message, conceived in the 
mostfiiendly and conciliatory language, from Jengueiz to Sfiltan Ma- 
hommed, proposing that the system of jealousy and reserve, which had 
hitherto subsisted between them, might be exchanged for one of con- 
fidence and unanimity. 

When this peaceable body of merchants reached Otraur, they pro- 
ceeded to Visit Aynaljek the governor, who bore the title of Gbayr ^ 
Khaun. Unfortunately, one of the partj", an old acquaintance of the 
-governor’s, presuiUed on the strength of former intimacv to address 
him by his original name , and this occasioned such offence, that a 
design was immediately formed on the part of the same governor to cut 
them all off, and seize their treasuie He first however imprisoned 
the whole, dispatching an agent to represent to Siiltan Mahommed, 
then in Irkk, that certain ^pies in the employment of Jengueiz Khaun 
had appeared in the territory under his jurisdiction^ and to request 
instructions in what manner to proceed with them. Without the 
slightest reflection on the consequences which might be the result, 
the Khaurezmian sent orders that they should be put to death, which 
with as little compunction, the governoi of Otraur carried into irhme- 
diate execution One of the merchants escaping, however, from the' 
very place of execution, conveyed to Jengueiz a full account of'this 
atrocious proceeding; on which that monarch, with great apparent 
moderation, dispatched an embassv to demand reparation for the injury, 
and to request thatthe author of it might he delivered up to him tor 
punishment Sfiltaii Mahommed impelled by. his evil destiny, and 
with a barbarity which hastened his downfal, caused the embassador 
to be also put to death. 
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The Intlignalion ofJengucjzon receipt of thi*? piece of intelligence, 
it would perhaps be easier to imagine than describe. And it was on 
this occasion that he' ascended the hill in the neighborhood of his 
principal encampment, and earnestly implored the aid of the supreme 
being, m the prosecution of a ,iUbt vengeance , when healing a sound 
or noise, w Inch lie considered as indicative of the success of his design, 
he hastened to carry it into execution ; and wilh an army as numer- 
ous as the sands on the desert of'IChaurezm, entered on that war, on. 
n hich he had now irrevocably determined against Sultan Mahommed, 
to whom he at the same time dispatched a final message, announcing 
his approach. 

The Khaurezmian on Ins part, leaving his son Rokken-ud-dein 
Ghursantchei to preside in Iiak, hastened without delay to meet the 
danger; but, on his arrival at Ncyshapur, immersed, in a manner to 
winch lie does not hitherto appeal to haiebeen accitsloined, in wine 
and debauch, he delayed Ins march for the space of a month. He 
proceeded, how ever, at lastacross the Oxus'to Bokhara, in theprecincts 
of which he suffered Imnself to be again seduced into the same fatal 
and unbecoming excesses, so ill suited to the tremendous crisis wdiicli 
Tias approaching. In these cncumstancos he learnt tliat Tukeia, or 
Tbkna Khaun,* one of the princes of Turkestaun, w'as in motion 
eithei to join him, or to oppose the advance of the Moghuls, and that 
he Avas directing Ins march for Jund, on the .Seyhfin ; and soon after- 
wards becoming farther apprized that a division of the Moghul troops 
under Jtijv Khaun, the eldest of the four sons of .Tengiieiz, was in 
quest of the Tartar chief, he took, with a part of his armv, the same 
direction ; and being ultimately joined, atSamarkand, hythcremainder, 
proceeded with all celerity toJCind. As he continued Ins march 
from the latter place, the Khaurezmian, in a position betw'een the cha- 
nels of two rivers, w as rather surprized at observing the giound covered 
Avith the slam ot a recent battle , from among wdnch a wounded man 
was discovered, nho informed him, that Tukeia Khaun had been 
attacked by the troops of Jengueiz ; and that the latter, aftei a dread- 
ful slaughter of the lartars, were now proceeding to rejoin the camp 

• Th^ probably the pnne e of the Mckre.t. who had separated from Koushluk, Khaim 
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of their sovereign. Sultan Mahommed upon this, hastened without 
delay in pursuit of the Moghuls, whoiiii in the course of the following 
day, he came up with, and immediately prepared to engage. Jujy 
Khaun and his officers are said, on this occasion, to have made known 
to the SCiltan, that they were not exactly authorized to give him 
battle ; nevertheless, if he was determined to become the aggressor^ 
that they should not decline the conflict. The Sultan, however, im- 
mediately attacked them with equal fury and impetuosity, while the 
Moghuls resisted with immoveable firmness from sunrise until night. 
Then kindling innumerable fires in their camp, to deceive their adver- 
saries, they retired to join the' mam body of their army under Jen- 
gueiz in person; who upon this accelerated his march for the territo- 
ries on the Oxus. 

Sultan Mahommed on the proof which he had thus just experienced 
of the prowess and discipline of the Moghuls, gave way on the other 
hand to the most discouraging apprehensions, and retreated uithout 
further effort immediately to Samarkand. Here his alarms were not 
a little augmented, and his judgment entirely bewildered bv a declar- ' 
ation of the astrologers, that the unfavorable aspect of the heaveni}'’ 
bodies rendered it advisable to avoid, during the present year, a second 
conflict with his enemies. At this period we are told, that there 
were assembled under the immediate command of the KhaUfezmian, 
not much less than four hundred thousand horse; all of whom, however, 
benowbrokeupinto detachments, and dispersed to the different quarters 
of his dominions, he himself taking the direction of Khorassaun And 
it is here said that la crossing the ditch of Samarkand on his de- 
parture, he should have observed to his attendants, that the armies 
which sought his destruction were in number so prodigious, that they 
could fill that ditch by merely casting their whips into it. An expres- 
sion which effectually destroyed the confidence, and broke the spirit 
of every class of his subjects He transmitted at the same time in- 
structions to his mother Turkan Khatun, in Khaurezm, to convey 
the whole of ills taraily, women and children, towards Mazanderaun; 
which she immediately carried into execution, first casting several of 
the vounger prinresinto th^Jevhun, and "hen nrosecuting her journey 
\sithout incumbrance towards the province assigned for her retreat. 
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In the mesn time, thcfcanof theSuUnn daily gmning ground upon - 
him, he prococclccl to drUhcrnic N%Uh confuloniml ministprs on 
the measures which it might he aiK isahle to pursue, under these accu- 

nndatmgdilTiculUes. Rylhcmorojudictousnnddiscrcetitwnsprnpo'^cd 

to him,”© abandon the whole of the territory eastward ofthc Jc>hun, 
to concentrate his armies in the most advantageous positions, and on 
that river to defend the approaclics to ICUoras-^aun and Irak agunst the 
enemy Bv others, howc\er, he was advised to withdraw^ immedi- 
ately ' towards Gheraiin and Ilindustaun, there to seeiirc hnnsrif 
against the designs of Ins adveisaries and to this latter counsel the 
Siiltnn immcchatcly suhsmhed. But, w lien lie had proceeded in con- 
currence as iar asBalkli, hcw’as ovcrl.ikim hy Ijinmaud-ud-dcin Sawj\ , 
the agent of Ills son llokkcn-vul*dein ; who prevailed upon him to 
abandon that design, and take the direction of Persian Irak. Tlic 
gallant and intrepid .1ullaul-ud-dcm Meng. or Munghernv, had on the 
former occasion, in vam made use of every argument to persuade Ins 
father, to abide bv the more judicious plan of defending the passes of 
the Jej him. against the troops ol Jcngueia , and he now' renewed Ins 
intrcaties, if it was Ins final resolution to withdraw into Irak, thai the 
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bulk of the army might be Icit under Uk orders, m j)rosccution of the 
same plan of operations, but w itliout effect. 

The Sultan, onicturningmto Khorast;aun on tlnsoceasion, learnt that 
the Moghuls had reduced Bokliara,w Inch hastened Ids retreat to Nejsha- 
pur , during winch a body ol Kaiikiihans,aTatartnbe ol that name that 
served m his armies, deserted Ins standard and wento\crto dcugueir. 
He arrived, how ever, at Ncyshapurin themontliorSuffurofthesiv hun- 
dred and seventeenth of the Iluljcrah * and once more by tlic fumes 
of intoxication, attempted to dispel the apprehension ol impending 
evil In this situation intelligence reached him, that lJubbali NAyau 
and Soweidai Bahauder had crossed the AmAv ah or lower Oxus, wutli 
a division of thirty thousand men , on which, abandoning all further 
hope of retaining his pow'er, the SAltan withdrew Irom N'e>shapAr by 
the route ol Esfrayein ; leaving instructions that his mother with his 
family and younger children, should secure an asvlum, either in the 
fortiess ol Kaiundezh, or m that of Ehhul, or Y-Uaula. He louud, 
however, on reaching the boundaries ol Rey, that the Moghul trooi« 
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were in close pursuit of Turn ; and he now repented of his plan of 
retreating into Irak, immediately turning olf towards the castle of 
Kazvein, or perhaps Farzein, under the walls of which he received 
information of the capture and destruction of the city of Rey. He then 
continued his flight towards Karundezh, the whole of his followers 
dispersing on the road , and having unexpectedly fallen m with a pai ty 
of Moghhls, from whom he contrived to escape however, with the loss 
of his horse, which was mortally wounded by -an arrow, in this 
deserted state he reached Karundezh. From that place, perpetually 
exposed to be intercepted by his pursuers, who beset his movements 
in every direction, he proceeded into Guilaun : but after remaining 
there for the space of seven da^'s, he again changed the direction of 
his flight ; and wandering eastward along the shore of the Caspian, 
with the intention of making his way to Asterabad, he came to a 
town dependent on Amul; fiom whence he threw himself for protec- 
tion into one of the islands in the neighborhood. His residence 
becoming, however, known to the Moghuls, he was at last compelled to 
lemove forfurther security to another island , one of those denominated 
the islands of Absekun, or Abeskun. 

Shortly after the Sultan had conveyed himself to this his last retreat* 
his pursuers also appeared in the neighborhood , but conceiving that 
he was at present inaccessible, they retuined upon then steps, and 
lard siege to Karundezh, which they reduced and levelled- to the 
ground, the infant children and treasures of the Khaurezmian here 
falling into their hands. They next invested the fortress of Eblaul, 
where, from other authorities, it would appear that the dowager prin- 
cess, Turkan Kh^tun, had taken up her abode. During the siege, by 
a fatality unexampled in the annals of the country, the occasional 
rains from which the cisterns derived their supply of w^ater, entirely 
ceased ; and the wells and tanks being dried up in a period as short, as 
unexpected, the garrison and inhabitants were reduced to the utmost 
distress; and the unfortunate Khatun, wuth Nausser-ud-dein tiie Vez- 
zeir, and the other parched and exhausted associates of her destiny, 
uas ultimatelv compelled to descend from her otherwise impregnable 
bulwarks, and surrender to the mercy of the barbarians This fatal 
resolution had scarcely been earned into effect, before it began to ram 
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ill sncli abundance, that the water is said to have flowed in torrents A ^. 017, 
from the {rates of the place. An immense booty fell into the hands of the 
besiegos.mcliiding. ,n particular, ten mill.'ons ot me.kals, or methkals, 
of gold, a thousand ass loads of silken goods, and jewels to a prodigious 
amount all of which, together with the unfortunate captives, tliey- 
immediately conveyed to the camp of Jengueiz, by whom, for the 
most part, they u ere put to death without distinction ol sex or age. 

Sultan Mahommed did not long survive the comipunication of this 
afflicting intelligence ; his despair and grief were violent in the 
exticme, and perhaps not the less so, because his misfortunes had 
been brought upon himself, by acts of repeated and unwarrantable 
perfidy. He found, honever, in death, a secure repose from his ap- 
piehensions, and an effectual rescue from the vengeance of his pursu- 
ers His attendants, unable to procure a shroud for the remains of 

* 

their sovereign, were constrained to commit him to the grave in the 
same dress that he wore at the period of dissolution , nhtch is here 
stated to ha\e taken place in one of the months ot the six hundred 
and seventeenth of the Hidjerah, attera reign ot one and twent\ vears.”^ 
he IS said to have left sev'en sons , of three of whom, the Sultans, 
Rokken-ud-dein, Gheyauth-ud-dein, and Jullaul-ud-dein, the me- 
mory has been preserved by historians , and of these in their order. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein GHunsANTCHEi,son ofSultan Mahommed. 

As soon as his father had nithdrann into the islands of Abeskun, 
this prince, retired into Kermaun , and having there obtained posses- 
sion of the treasures of MelekZuzeii, he resolved on an attempt to make 
himself master ot Isfahaun. But being as resolutely opposed by the 
inhabitants, he was driven fiom before that city, Avith the doss of one Sultan Hok- 
thousand ot his followers. Then directing his march by Avay of Rey ken ud dein. 
ton aids Feyrouzkoh, in the mountainous boundary of hlazanderaun 
northeastward of the beforementioned qity, he succeeded in making 
good his retreat to that foi tress It was however no sooner known' 

that Rokken-ud-dein had thrown himself into Feyrouzkoh, than it. 

^ as invested, and, after a siege of six months, reduced by tfie liloglmis.n 
^Yhen conducted by his besieger^ to the presence of their general, the, 


* The closing -cene of the life of Mnhommcd'the Kh.urem.an drcumstantiallv des, 
onbed by the elder P etw de In Crojs, m his history of & en;jhi2cah the great. . > , , . 
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A.Ij. 610-27. captive Sultan aware that, at all events, his death was determihecJ 
A. D. 1222 - 30 . upon, resolutely Withstood every importunity, to make him bend the 

conqueror ; and he was, on the spot, together with all those 
who hadadhered to his fortunes, sacrificed to the implacable vengeance 
of the Jengueiziahs. This event appears to have taken place during’ 
the SIX hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein ShetrShah, son of Sultan Mahortimed, 
hastened also on the death of his fathei, into Kermaun, which he 
appears to have held in Jhgueir ; but of which the immediate govern- 
ment was at this period in the hands of Abul Kaussem Zfizeny, who 
opposed in arms the entrance of the Sh£ihz^dah. Tlie latter n as 
compelled in consequence to take up a wandering life in different 
Sultan Ghey- parts of Ir^k, until joined by Borak Hacijeb; a Karakhatayan by ex- 
A.UTK-VD-DE1N. traction, who had long served in the armies of his father, and who 
now united himself with a considerable force to the destiny of the son. 
Thus strengthened, SCiltan Gheyauth-ud-dein entered Farss; and hav- 
ing defeated Atabek Saud the governor, and carried pillage and 
slaughter through the province, returned again into Persian Irak. In 
• the mean time, Borik Haujeb and his followers were endeavoring to < 
force their way through Kermaun with the design ofproceedingtowards 
the Indus, when their march was intercepted by Abul Kaussem the 
ZAzenian; who was, however, taken prisoner in the enterprize, and 
immediately put to death by his conqueior. Bor^k Haujeb now entered 
into quiet possession of Kermaun. 

On the other hand, Gheyauth-ud-dein had proceeded on his se- 
paration from the Karakhatayan, in the diiection of Rey, where he 
found means to establish his abode ; and there he w'as, not long after- 
wards, unexpectedly joined by his brother Jullaul-ud-dein, on his 
return from Hind&staun. The two princes had continued to leside 
together under the same roof m considerable harmony, when unfortu- 
nately one day in a fit of inebriety, and for some reason not explained, 
Gheyauth-ud-dein plunged his knife into the bosom of Melek Nuss- 
ret, an officer of the household, and much in the confidence of J ullaul- 
ud-dein. This produced a severe expostulation on the part of that 
prince, and Gbeyauth-ud-dem, a few days afterwaids, fled into Khiiz- 
, istaun, and ultimately to Baghdad; where he was kindly and hospita- 
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blv received by tlic Klialifof the house of Abbas, (U1 Mustunser). 
He quitted Baghdad, however, without apparent reason, and pio- 
ceeded towards" Alniowut , but from the latter place returning once 
more into Khuzistaun, he dispatched an agent to Borak Ilaujeb to 
demand his permission to repair into ICermaun. T.lie agent returned 
to Glieyautli-ud-dein, after expeiienctng a reception favorable to his 
wishes , and ith a treaty of amity which the ICaralcliatayan had agreed 
to conclude ivith the fugitive Shltan. Gheyauth-ud-dein proceeded 
upon this, withoutapprehension, nito.Kcnnaun ; but in one of his very 
hist visits, he was destined to experience considerable mortification 
from, the haughty demeanor, and imperious assumptions of the Kfiralc- 
h^itayan , wdio made no scruple to require that the S&ltan’s mother 
should be assigned to him in wedlock During one of the interviews 
' which took place between them, the Sultan ventured to demand of 
his host, who it w'as that had bestowed upon him those circumstan- 
ces of pomp andsplendor, so ostentatiously displayed about his person ? 
“That being,” replied Boiak Haujeb, “who wrested their empire 
“ from the race of Sitman, and transferred it to their slaves, the sons 
“ of Sebekteggin , wdio stripped the house of vSeljuk of its imperial 
‘ splendors, to bestow them also -upon its slaves, the kings of IChaur- 
ezm ” The insolence of the Karakhktayan became, howmver, at 
last so overbearing and undisguised, that some of his owm kindred 
proceeded to represent to the Sultan, that it w-as impossible to place 
any reliance on the engagements of their relatne; and that if they 
were permitted, they w'ould drag him like a slave to the presence of 
his master. FrOm an extreme indolence of disposition, Gheyautli- 
ud-dein declined to concur in the design , and as the subject of w'hat 
had passed w^as soon disclosed to the Karakhatay^an, he fiist of all cut 
off his officious kinsmen, then strangled his unfortunate guest , and 
when the mother gave a loose to her soiiow^s, for the destiuctmn of 
her son, she w^as also dispatched to accompany him to the other 
world This event appears to have occurred m the six hundred and 
twenty-seventh of the Hidjerah. 

S&ltan JuLLAUL-UD-UEiN Mungberny, or Mengberny, son ofS^Il- 

tan Mahommed, lastofthe Kbauiezm-Shahy dlna^ty 

tol. II. S Q 


A. H. 017-27 
A D. 1220-30 

Kliol.inbsdl- 
ul akhbaur* 
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A. IL fiin-‘23 
A D 1221-31 

Kiidlauisut- 

ul-aklibanr. 


JuT-i. \rL UD- 
DEIN, la=t of 
the Kliaarezm- 
£ll_L’^5 


Hating t\itne=setl the ciiciini=;tance5 of bis falbor’s dissolution, in 
the island of Abeckun. Jullaiil-ud-dcin appears to ha^e proceeded 
immediately into Khaurczm, nhicb Ind not as yet been invaded bv 
the !MogluiIs. 2 \t this period a body of ninett thousand horse of the 
Kankuh nation had occupied tlieheait of the province, of whom, on 
his arrival, a part offered to place themselves ueder the autboritv of- 
the Shah Zadah , others, however, evinced a disposition entire! v hos- 
tile toliis viens. Taking every thing into consideration, the Siiltan 
thought it therefore advisable to avoid all intercourse nitii that per- 
fidions tribe , and with a remnant of his most faithful adherents, 
concened it accordmglv more prudent to retire, by the wav ofNissa, 
towprds Shadmaukh. On his march he fell m with, and. after an action 
■n hich continued for the whole of the dav. finally succeeded in effect- 
ing his escape, from adivision of Aloghul troops, to the place ofhisdes- 
tination. He remained, however, at Shadmaukh not more than three 
days, at the end of which he prosecuted his retreat to the metropolis 
ofGliezuin, where he contrived soon after his anival, to assemble a 
very numerous and formidable body of troops . and with these, in the 
spring of the year, (6lS probabh) he encamped at a station called Bar- 
aiiny, or Birouan, said to be one da\’s journey from Gheznin, 

AThile he lay encamped at this station, intelligence was conveyed 
to Jullaul-ud-dein, that adivision of the Moghuls, under Beg^jek and 
Yemghnr, two of tliCj Jenguizian generals, was besieging the fortress 
of ^Yauhan, and that the sramson was reduced to the last extremity. 
The brave prince, without hesitation, determined to relieve the place; 
and marching accordingly uith all the expedition in his power, he 
came upon, and immediately attacked the iMoghuls. put a thousand 
of them to the sword, dispersed the remainder, and returned in triumph 
to Barauny. Jengueiz, at this time engaged m the sie^e of Bamian, 
dispatched; on intelligence of the defeat, two more of his most dis- 
tino-uished generals at the head of tliirtj' thousand men, to give battle 
to the Khaurezmian, whom they found m his camp. A conflict im- 
mediatelv ensued, in which the Sultan was again victorious ; the Mog- 
huls being cut to pieces in great numbers, and the remainder retiring 
with disgrace and loss to the presence of their sovereign. 



411 


Jengueiz now determined to proceed in person to attack Jullaul-ud- A- ” 
dein. But, a dispute on the subject of a horse having in the mean 
time arisen in the camp of the Khaurezinian, betneen two of his 
principal genei-als, Seyf-ud-dein Eghrauk, and iSIelek IMeiaut, the 
former quUted the army n ithoutpeunission, and, nith a great part of 
the Sultan’s troops, went off towards the mountains of Sekrauk. 
Thus weakened, the SCiltan uas compelled to break up from his camp 
and retire towards Gheznin, whither he was immediately pursued by 
the Moghul monarch. Ou his arrival before that capital Jengueiz, 
bon ever, found that the Si’iltan was continuing his retreat towards 
Ilmdustaun , and he thciefore, onhispait, dcteimincd not to slacken 
m his pursuit, Accoidiugly in the month of Kudjvib,^ of the six 
hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjcrah, at the mCiabber, or passage, 
of the Indus, he came up with the army of Jullaul-ud-dein, which he 
formed an immediate disposition to assail, the stream of the Indus 
composing the string, of which his line of battle was the bow. In 
these circumstances, with the swords of the implacable Moghuls m 
his front, and an unfordable toircnt in bis rear, the brave Kbaurczmian 


attacked' Ins pursuers w’lth unparalleled gallantrv, cutting them to 
pieces in great numbers Disclaiming all idea of flattery, the author, 
indeed, asserts that Jullaul-ud-dein exhibited, on that decisive day, 
such unexampled proofs of com age and intrepidity, as iniglit have ex- 
cited the admiration and envy of Rustum and Asfendiaui, the most 
renowned heroes of Persian stoiv. But, the countless multitudes of 


the enemy continuing to press upon him from every side, he was at 
last in imminent danger of being taken ; when by a final effort, hav- 
ing repulsed his assailants to a convenient distance for the accomplish- 
ment of bis design, he retired to the bank of tlie river , and tliiowung 
off his armour, he plunged his horse into the rapid stream, and mira- 
culously effected lus passage to the other side , Continuing to iide 
along the bank of the river, he proceeded until he came to a spot 
fiom whence, on the opposite side, he perceived tbecnemv plundenno' 
his camp . and Jengueiz w as himself standing at the saipe time on tho 
bank, observing the actions of the prmcely fugitive. JuUaul-ud-dem 


'‘Sept A D.1231. 
3 G 3 
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A. H dio^a n'6W dismdiinted delib^fately, and taking thn saddle and other 

A. D. 1221-31, fumiture fromdnfe'hoi'sel, lie laid them, together with his own tunic 

KI)olanssut- hkbiliniehts,'iri th-d sUn to dryi then unfolding his mmbrella> he 
■l-akhbaili. , - _ ° , 

quietly Sat’oovvn to repose htrriSelf under the shade. All thiS passed 

under thd inirhddrate^ob^efvation of Jengueiz,' who could ftot forbear 
expfeSsiligdiis'adniination ih'tenns of the warmest applaush. “ Lik-e 
«'*a riOn''invinciblei,^’ lid 'exclaimed,’ in the conflict of the field , of 
“battle; like an alllgatoi* il'n terrified in the foaming stream’, no’-father 
“ coVild ever bOast asortiike this , 

In short, having’th US' narrowly escaped across this Indus, Jullaul- 
ud-dem took bfi his- abode for two’ days; m an'adjbiuing forest, until 
his retreat 'was ''discovered by about fifty of his troops, who once more 
attached themSelveS tO ’His person ', when, causing his small party to 
furnish themsdlres With clubs, he one night fell upon, and surprised' a 
b'dnditti of Hihd'us Who infested the neighborhood ; and havihg des- 
troyed the greater jiafC, Was thtib enabled to supply his followers with 
hbrses and atibs, which, iii sW’immvng tlife fiver, they had been com- 
pelled' to sacrifice. His party- became now daily more numerous and 
formidable , and during a period of tWo' years, m which he continued 
to the eastward *of the Indus, he succeeded in making many extensive 
and valuable conqU'Csts in that quartef , and m repairing among the 
Unfortunate natives,' the losses Which he had sustained'by the inuption. 
of the Moghuls. At' the expitntion of this period he formed the de- 
sign of recovering Irhk Ajeni and with that object accbrdingly led 
his troops through Kutch and Mektaun, to the borders of Kermaun, 
where he arrived m the' eaily part of of the six hundred and twenty 
jfirSt of the Hjdjerah ^ He'eiperienced at first a very hospitable re- 
ception fr'om Bbr^Tc Haujeb, who Was by this time- in possession of 
the province ; and’ whose daughter, in- order to 'secure his friendship, 
he condescended to lakn-fof his bride, the nuptials beiiig celebrated 
in the' castle of-Kerm'aurt In the short lapse of two days, however, 
the sultan, proceeding to the neighboring plains, to' amuse himself with 
the recieations of the chace, found that the Kafakhitayan had re- 
mained behind m the city, under the pretence of a pain m hi’s fe’et. 


Tbe Spring of 1224. 
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This led to the suspicion that liis designs were hostile} apd.aTnessageA. H. 021-25. 
was dispatched by the Shltan To ^tate, that.it was his resolution 
depatt/without further' delay, on his expedition for the recovery.of 
Iralc ; but that entertaining tlie'highest opinion of his judgment. and^ 
eivperiencfe, he waS'deiirous of adv^ising with him on the, Arrangement?, 
which might best promote the design; and he therefore requested that 
he would for this purpose repair for a short time to his camp. ThelC^rak- 
hatayau’.^ent to' infoiin him in reply, that the only, arrangement which 
he had t'o'recommend, waS to proceed immediately towards Irakj since 
the resources of Ketmaun would not; subsist his -troops' any longer. 
hlorCover,' that if the Sfiltan made any attempt to re-enter the gates of 
Kermaun, he w ould find them- closed against him. With this reply hd 
dismissed the'messenger ; and having expelled the whole of theSultan’s 
troops who had been admitted into "the town, be immediately secured 
the gates against any violence'on the part of that prince. ' 

With means inadequate to" enforce reparation for this breach of 
duty and hospitality, Jullaul-ud-dem took the road towards Farss ; 
the governor of w Inch, Atabek Saud the son ofZengui, sending one of 
his sons with suitable presents to conduct him to Shirauz, and adding 
moreover, one of his daughters to the list of the Sfiltan’s wives. Jul- 
laul-ud-dein, found if expedient with a good grace to confirm the 
Atabek m Ins authority , m the mean time, directing his owm atten- 
tion, in every possible way, to‘ promote the welfare and happiness of 
e\ cry class ot his follow'crs Subsequent to this, he led them to Tus- 
tur in Khuzistaun, and there established his wunter quarters. From 
thence at the opening of the spring,* he proceeded towards Baghdad, 
in the hope of obtaining assistance from .the Khahf U1 Nausser , but, 
from a resentment long cherished towards his family, a body of twenty 
tlioucand horse was ummeilmfely dispatched by that monarch, under 
lvou‘=htemur, to expel the Sfiltan from his territories. Apprized of 
the design, Jullaul-ud-dem determined, without hesitation, to abide 
a conflict w ith this commander ; w hom, notwithstanding the'disparity 
ot force, he succeeded in defeating. He was, however, now con- 
strained to alter the direction of his march; and he proceeded forTeb- 

'A. D. 1225. 
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A. H.'e22-28. reiz, at this perioci under-the government of AtaBek-Ouzbek, thfeson" 
A. D 1225 - 31 . of Jahaun Pehelw'aun Mahommed. The Atabek conceited it-most 
Kholaussut- prudent to throw himself into the fortress^of Alanjek, and to leave his 
capital to the discretion of his wife, Melki Khatiin, a princess of the 
house of Seljuk. Jullaul-ud-dem appeared before Tebreiz, some, 
time m the six hundred and twenty second of the Hidjerah,* and- 
immediately laid siege to that ancient and celebrated city.-|* "While 
operations were carrying on for the reduction of the town, the princess 
hlelka one da}’^ making a tour of the ramparts, happened to cast her 
eyes upou Jullaul-ud-dem, with whose person she became immedi- 
ately and violently enamoured ; aud pietending to have been divorced 
by her husband, contrived through the intervention of Kauzy Ezz- 
ud-dein, theKazvinian, to espouse the object of her new-born passion ; 
to whom the city was of course surrendered u ithout fartherresistaiice. 
Atabek Ouzbek could not survive the intelligence, winch uas soon 
conveyed to him, of the perfidy and ingratitude of hrs*libidinous wife. 

Thus master of Azerb.ujaun, through the treacherous surrender of 
Its capital, Jullaul-ud-dein next engaged m hostilities with the Geor- 
gians , m a second and final expedition against uhom, he reduced the 
city of Teflis. "While he still remained at that place, .information 
reached him that Borak Ilaujeb ■\\ as on his march to myade Iiak , and 
it ^^as on this occasion that the Siiltan, in the short space of seven- 
teen days, conducted his troops fiom Tefbs to the frontiers of Ker- 
malin , wheie the hostile chief was compelled to purchase hisforbear- 
' ance by presents of the most splendid and costly desciiption, and by 
apologies the most submissive to atone for. Bie, recent- aggression. 
Upon this the Khaurezmian repaired toTsfahaun , but when he had 
continued, there a few days, intelligence was conveyed to him of the 
‘ravages committed on the borders of Azerbayjaun, by a certain Hau- 
'Jebi'or Hadjy Aliy, employed in the government of Ekhlaut bj’’ 
dek Ashruf, prince of Damascus and, what wfis still moreagravating, 
he fuVtherlearnt, 'that ihis consort, that 'paragon of fidelity and purity, 
'the virtuous'MelkalKhktfin, had withdrawn from Tebreiz to Ekhlaut ; 

’ ^ ' V,' *A DJ1225., 

+ lt IS sometimes supposed to have riseu from the rums of Ecbatana. At others this 
honor is assigned to liamadaun. 
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vliereshc nwutfcnicil an uudiasle and abandoned inteicoursc uilb A TI 

^ ' A D I £.i<> ’ll t 

the ne^^ governor , kliolaussin- 

In order to avenge Inmself of these accumulated ininries, .TiillauU 

nd-dcm returned without delay into Azcrba\iann , but, alter having 
carried pillage and slaughter to the gates of Lkhlaut, he there learnt, 
to his innnite monihcation, that the ISloghuls nere advancing upon 
Irak, and he was'unnilhngl y constrained to postpone, to another op- 
portuniiv, the reduction of that place, in order to make head against 
the implacable adversaries of his house In a battle which ensued 
with the Moghuls, he was, however, defeated, and compelled to retire 
m ith some precipitation into Isfahaun; where he proceeded to dis- 
<nwce some of his officers, who had been remiss m their exertions in 
the recent conflict, by exposing them through the streets inihe lialuts 
of women, while he distinguished, with commands and honors, those 
who had faithfully di‘:charscd their duty. 

In the SIX hundred and twentv-fiftli of the Ilidlerah,* instead of 
opposing an unavailing resistance to the grov mg ascendancy of the 
^Moghuls. Jullaul-ud-dem seems to have preferred engaging m another 
invasion of the Georgians, of whom he is stated to have put great 
numbers to the sword . and having otherwise obtained some signal 
advantages in that province, he proceeded in the triumph of Ins 'ijc- 
torles, to resume the siege of Ekhlaut. Of that place, after considera- 
ble resistance, he at last completed the reduction, and being singular- 
ly irritated by the conduct of the governor, he issued orders that his 
soldiers should be permitted, from the hour of sunrise to the forenoon’s 
repast, to satiate themselves with pillage and slaughter ; the survivo.^s 
of the massacre were then spaied ; but he retaliated widiout scru- 
ple on the wife of Haujeb Ally, the outrage offered to his bed bv that 
chieftain. 

Tne reduction otEknlaui appears to ba^e revived in a considerable 
degree, the renown which Jullaui-ud-cein had acquired bv former 
exploits ; and yet he had not quitted the vicinity of that place, when 
intcnnavonwas communicated tohim, thatan alliance had been formed 
againsth-m between Aila-ud-dem Key Kobaud Sultan of Anatoha, and 


* A. D, 122^. 
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A- H. 625-'28. 
A.D 1228-31 

Kholaussut- 

ul-aLlibaur. 


the prince of Syria and Damascus; which seems to have engaged 
him, further than was consistent with his views, in hostilities m that 
quarter. Advancing, however, to anticipate the design's of his ene- 
mies, the Sultan,' m the desert of Moush, to the north west ofEkhlaut, 
unexpectedly fell in with six thousand Syrian horse, whom he cut t6 
pieces to the last man But in the battle which soon afterwards ensued 
between him and the Sultan of Anatolia, Jullaul-ud-dein, although 
previously confined, to his litter, having exerted himself to mount 
his horse, and being yet unable, through extreme debility, to hold 
the reins of his bridle, the animal on Avhich he rode, happened in the 
heat of the action to retire a few steps backward. In these circum- 
stances his attendants unfortunately suggested that a short cessation 
from fatigue seemed absolutely necessary to revive him ; and the prmce 
as unfortunately yielding to their advice, withdrew to a corner of the 
field of battle, folloAved bj'’ theroyal standard. The wings of the army, 
perceiving this moA^ejnent on the part of their sovereign, too soon con- 
cluded that he had unAvorthily abandoned the conflict, and in that 
peisuasron they hastily turned their backs to the enemy, and betook 
themselves to flight , Avhile Jullaul-iid-dein constrained by necessit}’’, 
also made the best of his AAay towards Ekhlaut. Happily for the 
fugitives, the enemy, suspecting that all this Avas merely a stratagem 
devised by the Khaurezmian to lead them into an ambuscade, 
retained their position, without engaging a step in the pursuit 

On his return to Ekhlaut, Jullaul-ud-dein was further alarmed by 
iutelligence that Jermaughun Nuyan had crossed the Arafiyah in great 
foice, and was advancing toAvards Persian Irkk. This determined 
him to proceed without delay tOAvards Azerbayjaun , dispatching one 
ofhis principal generals on before him, in order to obtain more certain 
information of the enemy The officer thus employed, after visiting 
Tebreiz, rejoined his sovereign with the assurance, Avithout, hoAvever, 
having taken the necessary precautions to ascertain the fact, that 
there was neither in Azeibajqaun, nor Irak, the slightest A’-estige nor 
intelligence of the hroghfils. Delighted beyond all bounds of pru- 
dence and moderation, by this deceitful report, the Shltan resigned 
himself Avithoiit reserve to a course of pleasure ; his example being 
followed by the greater part of hiS court, which was immediately 
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. immersed in ^vine, nnd the most disgraceful excesses. Of such a a. n.^C 26 . 
state of things, it was not difficult to foresee the issue. Many days ■ ' 

^lere not suflered to elapse, when, in tlie six hundred and twenty 
eighth of the Hidjerah,* an army of Tatars, numberless as the drops 
of a thunder ^ho^ver, \\ as afresh reported to have entered Azcrbayjaiin, 
and to be immediately at hand. It was not without considerable 
difficulty and exertion, that the Shltan could be awahened to a sense 
of his danger , but, when by a plentiful ablution, lie had contrived to 
remove the disgraceful efiects of intoxication, instead of abiding a 
conflict with the destroyers of his family,' Jullaul-ud-dein fled from 
the scene of alarm ; Azer Khaun, the same Amew that had apprized 
him of his situation, continuing, however,' to oppose a feeble resist- 
ance to the enemy, who was now upon them, until his wretched 
master should have gamed a sufficient distance on his pursuers. The 
Khaun then also retreated, while the Moghuls, still conceiiing that 
they were engaged with the Sultan in person, pressed on to secure 
him, V.ith an eagerness in pinportion to the splendor of the prize. 

But, being at length undeceived, thb}' finalty abandoned tlie pursuit, 
and hastened to the residence of his unhappy family , u iiere tliey 
put to the sword, without distinction, every individual whom they 
could lay hands on, either of the kindred, or clientage of the kings of 
Khaurezm , the sun of whose power, when it had subsisted with 
some vanety of circumstance, for a period of one hundred and tlurty 
seven lunar years, became thus forever extinguished under the sur- 
passing might of Moghul vengeance. 

With respect to the sequel, so un^vorthy of the outset of Jullaul- 
ud-dem’^s adventurous career, there exists among historians a consi- 
derable diversity of opinion , some authors relating, thatm bis flight 
from the Moghuls, he entered the Kohestaun, or mountainous region 
between Azerbayjaun and the Tigris, where, wliile he lay asleep, a 
Kdrd, In order to possess himseit of his horse and habiliments, ran' 
him through the body with his lance. Others again have stated^ 
that he assumed the garb of Sufvisin, and ui> that disguise wandered 
about the -world to screen himself from the vengeance of his pursuers* 

Dof hath any thing furtiiec been ascertained of the- destiny of this un- 
fortunate prince. 
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we shah therefore, proceed to state, tha,t,the Sultanp Of the race of 3el- 

^uk being in many, instances ^ccustojmt?d ,to confide/,the^ education of 
their sons,,tosome of the pijncipal Aijieir^ in dilferent^uarterfe ot their 
eidpire, the young pimces,,jn ^the cpuisij.pfihahit, apphedlto the noble- 
men thus entrusted with theix] breeding, the appelljafion of.Atabe'k 
a corruption of Ataeik-r 7 -pr,G(^ptor, qrj tutoi v or perhaps Atabeg — loid 
fatliei 5 as explained ,by^iMr -^Richaid, son ,0t these there weie, how- 
ever, four branches of. distinguished -lenown, whose origin and dura- 
tion we shall, in their oider^ignde,avpr to ,tracp, to the limited extent of 
our oiigmaL ‘ , -l ri. q' ^ 

In thefive bundled and twenty-nrst,, of theJdidjerah, Em^iAud-t/d 
DEiiN Zengui, theson of i^uksungur, became, undei , the authority of 
Sultan Mahmud the giandson,of,thc,,dlnst;iiQUs ^I^;lek Shah,,iuler of 
he provinces of Arabian.lrpk , andiextenchng Jus, power,, in, ;the pro- 
cess of time.and circumsta-ncqs, to,]t)ie teyiitones dependent on, Mog- 
' sule,and Aleppo, those , of Diaurbekir and; Kiirdistaun were:further 
superadded to the, extensive and,, opulent. domain already ^subject to, 
his government. After reigning, with,dfstinguished piobity, for 'about 
Of fheAtabeks three and. twenty years, he was, cut, olF by a conspiracy mnong, bus 

ofMoasftleSy- Mhmlhks, m the five hundred and. forty-fourth, of the Hidjerah and 
na and Diaur. ‘ ' 1 'nr., , > . 

bekir. he bears in consequence, m the recpids or the country, the posthu- 
mous title of Atabek Sheheid — the oiiartyrcd Ataheh , 

Nur-ud-dem Mahmud, the qonpf Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, second 
of the Atabeks ofMossfile and Syria, .succeeded,, on the, assassination 
of his father, in establishing, , his .authonty thipugli the .territory of, 
Aleppo, Harness, and Hama,, and accomplishing the leduction of 
Damascus, in the five hundred and forty, -ninth of, the Hidjerah,']" his 
powei .became from that period so formidable that he undertook, and 
ultimately succeeded, to sub,veit,the authoiity of ,the Fatimite 
Khahfs m Egypt, and to, substitute in the Khotbah for the name of 
Auzzed.ud-dein, that of MQstunzy of the house of Abbas, in the 
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manner already related. Tlie’ government of that province was then A. H ^549-7^. 
vested, under the authority of Nvli-ud-dein, in the celebrated Sullah- ^ ^ 
ud-dein Yussuf, (SaladiU) the son of Nuc^n-ud-dein Ayhb , m whose 

famiU It continued long afterwards. ' ' 

The death of Nftr-ud-dein took place on' the eleventh of Shavaul, 
of the yeai 'five hundred and sixty-ninc ** vhich 'would give to his 
rei 2 ;n a period of about five and twentv years. 

MnnEKSALAH the son ot Nui-ud-dein, third of the Atabeks of 

Mossiile and'Syna > . • ' ' ’ ' 

The diadem of Syria dc\ olved to this prince at the age of eleven ; 
but vhen he had continued to sustain it for BOme years, Sullah-ud-^ 


dein, vho had received the title of hlClek Nasser, advanced from 
E?vpt to form the siege of Damascus On vhich the feeble IMelek 
Salah abandoned Ins capital to its tate, and flCd to Aleppo , where he 
died, at the age of- nineteen, and after a rc'igh'or about eight years, m 
the hie hundred and seventy seicnth ot the- Ilidjerah f ' • 

SEYF-rD-DniN''GhauzAi, son of Emmaud-ud-dein Zenglii, secon'd 
of the Atabeks ot Mossiile and Diaurbekir, iias employed to preside 
over those proi inces, undci the authoiitv ot his brother Kui-ud- 
dein ; as well as over part of Kiudcstaun, iihich \\as annexed to his- 
tjoveninieiit. lie died in the five hundred' and fifty-first of the’ llid-’ 
jerah ^ ■' ’ 

KuTn--Dt5-DETx‘ Mornun, another of the sons of Emmand-ud-' 
deiii, and third of the Atabeks of jMossCiIe and Diaurbekir, succeeded' 
to his brother Sc} f-ud-dcin , and retained the government to the period^ 
of his death, ill the five hUiidicd and sixty-fitth'of the Hidjerah |1 -■! 

; SvY^r-uD-nFix Ghauzzi the second, the son of Kiitb-ud-deiir,' 
fourth of'the''Atabeksof Mossule and Diaurbekir, assumed the g-overn- 
ment at sNIossiile on the death of his^ father AVhen his 'kinsman, 
hlelek Salah, m as compelled to abandonDamascus on the approach of 
Sullah-ud-dein. he dispatched ' a body of troops to assist him, under 
his biother Alussaoud Sevt-ud-dein died in the five hundred and- 
seventy -sixth of the Hidjerah, after' a reign of about eleven vears. 

Ezz-uj)-dein Mussioud the son of Kutb-ud-dein, fifth of the 
Atabeks ot hlossule aud Diaucbeku, succeeded to his brothei in the 
Eleicuth ot Jilav, A D. 1174 1 11112. J llaG. 1111G9. 
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government ; to which, on the death of hfelek Sniah, in the year .-TT'T' 
he added that of Aleppo. In the five hundred and ^everity-'ninth of 
the Hidjeiah,^ that cjty shared, hon^ever, the fate of Damascus, which 
had been previously reduced by Sullah-ud-dein : and't\vo3^ears after- 
wards the same monarch having again drawn his troops out df Egvpt, 
proceeded to extend his conquests to Miafaurekem and Ekhlaut', 
but on Ills return homewards from this expedition, he concluded a 
treaty of peace with Ezz-ud-dein. Both these princes died in the course 
of the same 3'ear, the five hundred and eighty-ninth of the Hidjerah f 

Kur-uo-deix Arslan Shah, the son of Ezz-ud-dem, sixth of 
the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir. 

Succeeding to theautliorit3^ ofhisfather, this prince became engaged 
in a tedious and protracted warfare with M 61 ek-ul-Aiidil the Sultah 
ofEg3'pt; which does not appear to have terminated until the six 
hundred and fifth of the Hidjeralf, when a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded betueeii the parties. Arslan Shah survived tins treat3’’ for 
about two 3"ea’rs, vhen, in the course of the six hundred and seventh ' 
pf the Hidjerah healsodied.J 

U 1 M^lek U 1 K^her Ezz-ud-dem Mussaoud, the son of Arslan 
Shah, eighth and last of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekii, as- 
sumed the government in conformity to the instructions ofhisfather; 
but submitting the reins of his authority to the controul of Buddur- 
ud-dem Lulfi,it was not suffered to experience any very considerable 
duration. On the death of this prince, who probablj' did not long 
survive the loss of power, the government was entirely appropriated 
to himself, by the sanle Buddur-ud-dein, or Bedredm ; the sequel of 
whose history wull possibly be resumed at a subsequent period, among 
the events which distinguished the reign of Hulauku Khaun. 

JIdlijt of the Atabeks of Azeihayjaun. Among the Tartars of Kep- 
tchauk, we are here apprized on the authority of the Rouzut-us-sufia 
that, there formerl3’’ existed a regulation which provided, that when- 
ever a merchant, 111 one and the same lot, agreed for the purchase of 
fort3'^ slaves, the seller should make a deduction to the value of one 
slave in favor of the purchaser. It was in conformit3’^ with sucii a - 

3 ^ A, D. 1183. fuss. 1 1210. 
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practic64hat, in tbe time of Snltan MiissKoud of tlie vace of Seljfik, a A. II ^ 551-G8. 
merchant having made a purcliase in the same territory, to that num- 
ber, a deduction was made In his-iavor for one -of the slaves, i^hose 
name was EyldcLcz ■, not less remarkable for the defects of his person 
than for the virtues which beamed on bis brow. IIis purchase com- 
pleted, the merchant proceeded on his return to Irak, mounting his 
slaves in waggons. During the journejs it happened that Eyldebez^ 
overcome with ‘sleep, twice fell from his waggon, being as often 
remounted by the 'oare of bis 'master , ’but falling over, a third time, in 
the same manner, no one took any concern about him, and he was 
abandoned to his fate At day light,' however, when be awoke, and 
perceived himself i^lone in the midst of the boundless solitude, he 
hastened in search' of his companions, and by dint of exertion, to the 
no small surprise of his owner, succeeded in overtaking the caravan in 
the course of the evening. 

Arrived in Ir5k, the minister of Sultan Mussaoud 'bought thirty 
nine of the slaves, for the service of his mastei, rejecting Eyldekez, the 
foitieth, on account of his cat-like, or decrepid exterior. On which the 
unhappy youth, bursting into tears, is said to have exclaimed, that 
since the Vezzeir had purchased the whole of the other slaves for his 
own sake, it behoved him to take the only one remaining, for the love 
of God. These expressions were repeated to the minister, and deter- 
mined him to complete the allotment by the purchase of Eyldekez. 

The circumstance was also related to Sultan Miissaoud, who placed EviDEKEzIst 
the subject of it, not long afterwards, under Ameir Nasser one of his of tlio Atabeks 
captains, in order to be instructed in archeiy and horsemanship ; and Azerbayjauiu 
as the young slave distinguished himself in a very short time, by his 
address, activity, and skill, he was next enrolled in the train of one of 
the great officers of the household, who superintended the Bekan uls, 
or cupbearers ; or with more probability, the purveyor of the royal 
kitchens, since a savoury dish made up by Eyldekez of the offals, or 
such parts -of a sheep as arem general rejected, proved so extremely 
agreeable to the palate of theShltan, that the now fortunate slave nas 
taken into particular favor. From that period his prospects became 
daily more flattering to his ambition , until, as was noticed on a for- 
mer occasion, the -Sultan finally^ bestowed upon him, together with 
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the widow of liis brother Toghrel, the governmeut of A2:efba3^jaun ; 
which; he sustained with vigoi and ability'- to his death, in .the 'five 
hundred and sixty-eighth of the Hidjerah,- a 'period of about Six and 
thirty yeais. - ' , - r . ■ ' ~ , 

Atabek jNIahOm jied, entitled JctJiaiinPehleicaun, the son of Eylde- 
iezj second'of the Atabeks of Azerba^'jaiin. , . r, 

Sfiltan Toghrel the son of Aislan, being seated at seven years of age, 
on the- throne of, Ir^k Ajem, in .the five hundred and seventy'; first of 
the Hidjerah, through the activity and exertions of Atabek Mahom- 
med, the affairs of the monarchy, m addition to the. government of 
A zerbaj'jaun, to which he had' succeeded on the death of his father, 
were' now consigned to the entire contrOul of this brave and able chief- 
tain , who became in a short time, by his talents and firmness of mind, 
equally respectable and formidable to the princes of the east and west. 
He continued to direct the affairs of Irak with splendid success for 
a period of ten j’-earS , at the expiration of which, in Zilhudje,^ of the 
five hundred and eighty-first of the Hidjerah, he died, leaving four 
sons, M hose names are as follows Abu Bukker, Kutliigh Eynaunje, 
Merraeraun, and Ouzbek Pehlew'aun. 

Atabek Kuzzul Arslan the son of Eyldekez, third of that de- 
norUination in Azerbayjaun. ' 

Emploj'ed, duiing the administration of his brothei, in the gorern- 
meUt'of Azeibajqaun, this prrhce hastened on his death, to the court 
of Sultan Toghrel , and marrjung Kubtiah Khatun, the widow ofhis 
deceased, biother, (at least a princess of that name is mentioned as 
the mother of Kutlhgli Eynaunje, and Mermeraun) became immedi- 
ately invested w Ith the dignity of Ameir-ui-fimra, or lieutenant general 
of the monarchy. But differences having ultimately arisen between 
him and the Sultan, v\ Inch terminated in the hostilities, already tran- 
siently adverted to under the transactions of the race of Seljiik, 
Kuzzul Arslan, at the express recommendation of the Khahf U1 Naus4 
ser, and in the mopth of Shavaulf of the five hundred -and- eighty 
seventh of the Hidjerah, assumed the sovereign authority- He had, 
liowevCi,, been suffered to enjoy his power but for a very few dajs 
when he wms assassinated, at the instance of the nobles of Iiak, by ouo 
, March, A. D 1180. , t Sept?lnber, A, J). 1101. i 
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of nie rcalots of Ak^ownt. “ Tis ixot,” o^‘iinvo^ our^aulhor, " for 
" rashness to repose in peace on the scat of the oiiglitv and > et the 
name of ICvmzul Arslan Iras lound a distinguished iccord nith the 
^otaucs of the rer'^ian in use 

Atabek Adu Bukklh, the son of rchlcA\aun Mahommed, fouitliof 
the Atabeks of A/erbaj lann. 

On the o'^sa'^suialion of his uncle, Abu Bukker hastily u ithdrcw 
into A7erba\.iaun, and thcie as';umcd the loial anthontv He uas, 
however, destined to be opposed bv his half luothcrKhtlnghE^naunic; 
iMih whom, 111 the course of one month onlv. he louglit no less than 
four sopaiato bailies, ui each ol which he proved victorious. After 
this he retained his povv er against all opposition for a period of twenty 
vears, dviug in the si\ hundred and seventh of the Ilidicrali 

Atabek Mvi/unui -vul-dein Ol /iii.K, tlic son of Bf blew aim ?vIaliom- 
jued, Tilth and last of thisiacc, suctectlcd on the diMlh of his brother : 
but 111 the fiticeiuh vear of his reign, llic si\ hniuhcd .md tvienlv'- 
sccond of the Uidieiah," his covintrs lieing invaded by Sfdlan Jullau!- 
lul-dcinthe Kliauro^iiiian, Atabek Ou/lKk retired into the fortress of 
Blanjek or Alaiiielc , where, as iccently ohserved in the storv of the 
Khnnrcrmian, heeould not surv iv c iheintdligenccof his wile’s perfidy. 

Of ilic Atahihs of Fai'ts, of the Selghrian tube. 

The liistonan has iccordcd that when, ui the eaily part of the fifth 
century of tlie Ilidierah, a body of Turkmans, to the numbci of fifty 
thousand lioisc, w^ere urged bv the pressuie of tlic limes, and m the 
course of one of those aiHicling changes which have been occasionally 
permitted to visit the world, to migrate fiom then nativ'e countr\% 
and seek for a settlement iii foieign lands, one of ihciv chiefs, of the 
name of Selghei, witli Ins sons and followers, made his w'av' into 
Ivhoiassaun , and in the diflerent parts of tliat province, proceeded to 
exercise.every species of outrage and violence, that might be expect- 
ed fiom an uncivilized and necessitous banditti. But when, about the 
four hundred and thirtieth of the Hidjerah, the authority of the lace 
of Seljuk appeared to be permanently established tliroughout the 
leisian empire, the same Turkman chief repaired to tlie court ot one 
, *A.D, 1210. , tl225. 
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A H 430-571. of the monarchs of that race,"*^ and was admitted to the rank of Haujeby 
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The city of Shirauz, the admired and celebrated metropolis of the 
province, being wrested from the De 3 demites, in the four hundred 
and fifty-eighth- of the Hidjerah,-]* bj’- the warlike Alep-Arslan, it con- 
tinued fora period of eighty five j’-ears afterwaids under the authority 
of the race of Seljfik. But about the five hundred and forty second of 
the Hidjerah,$ Sultan MAlek Shah the son of Mahmud, having made 
. himself master of the province, by the defeat and death of Atabek 

Bfizaubah, that prince retained possession for the space of one j’^ear 
onty ; when conceiving himself unequal to a contest with Atabek 
Segher the son of JMoudild, who had revolted against his authority, he 
chose to abandon the countr 3 ’’;. which was thus, apparentty without dif- 
ficulty, transferred to the insurgent. 

. Atabek Muzuffer-ud-dein Segher, or perhaps Sonkfr, the son of 

Moudfid, first of the Atabeks of Farssof the race of Sel?her. 

On the retreat of the Seljukian Sultan, Atabek Segher under the 
title of hluzuffur-ud-dein, assumed the sovereign dignity at Shirauz, 
some time in the five hundred and forty third of the Hidjerah ; jf and 
laid open to every class of those who submitted to his authority, the 
avenues of beneficence and happiness. He withdrew to experience 
the reward of his virtues, in the evqr blooming gardens of para'dise, 
in the five hundied and fifty seventh of the Hidjerahj§ after afelicLtou& 
reign of thirteen 3 '-ears. 

Atabek Muzuffur-ud-dein Ze::!vGui, the son of Moudfid, second of 
the race of Selgher, succeeded to his brother, whose virtues he seemed 
studious to emulate. He died in the five hundred and seventy first of 
, the Hidjerah, alter a just and beneficent reign of fourteen 3 "ears. 

Atabek Aluzufier-ud-dein TDK.LAK,tlie son of Zengui, third of the 
race of Selgher. 

This prince was the heir, and successor to his father’s wealth and 
power, and even, surpassed his predecessors,, in the vigilance which. 
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he dSTerted tc5 pfomote and secure the tranquillity of his government. 
He died in the five hundred and ninety-first of the Ilidjerah, after a 
prosperous reign of tuenty years. During the period in ivhich he 
suayed the sceptre of Shirauz, Atahck Kutbuddcin, a prince of the 
same faniilygo\ drned in Irak A^em, but, although in other respects 
anable and bcnc^ oicnt monarch, engaging in an unavailing contest 
A\ith Atabek Tuklah, his power did not attain to any degree of slabi- 
htv. lie fell-, in the issue, into the hands of ins relative, and was put 
to death 

Atabek ^iIiizulTur-ud-deiu Abil Sluijia Saud, the sou ofZcngui, 
fourth of the race ol SeHdicr. 

Succcediug to the soNereign po'Acr, on the death of his brother, 
Atabek Saud ga^e di'^tinguishcd ])rnols of the bonntv, and liberality 
of his disposition , but yielding to an unfortunate amlntion, by which 
he was impelled to undertake the conquest of li'ik Ajein, he engaged 
liimseK in perpetual expeditions for the ailammcnt of that obiect , 
and thus exiiosed his defenceless capital to fiequciU surprise artd pil- 
laiie, bv those of his enemies w ho w ere c\ ci on the w atcli for such an 
oppo'-tunity. The last tune, how c\er, continues our author, in w Inch, 
like the axis of a wheel, Atabek Saud presented bimsell ih various 
directions, m tlie prosecution ol these visionary projects of ambition, 
he, m the six hundred and fourteenth of the llidjerah,'^ and nl the’ 
neighborhood of Uey, fell m with the course ol Sultan Mahommed 
the IChaurezmian, then proceeding on lus design against Baghdad. 
In these circumstances, although the whole of his foYchdid not ex- 
ceed seven hundred cavalry, the Atabek resolutelv as«;ailed the army 
ot the Sultan, and first wnth his »\rrow's, and then w ith scimitar and 
mace, produced extraordinary havoc among them. Considerably sur- 
prised at the singular activitv and prowess dlsjilaved on the occasion 
bi tlic Atabek, the Ixhaure/miaii gave order's that hiS atcheis sliou]d’ 
foibear to aim at bmi-, and that evers oxcition should be made to take 
him aliie, and without injvuy. Thufe surrounded oU eVeiy side, and 
falling from his horse, his adiersaues found at last an oppoitnmtv of 
seizing his person^and he axis inimcd’ately conveyed to the presence 
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A ]]. nil oftlie^uUm, 'a1>o proceeded to mtcriocate him as ^to the moti\ c' 
^ ^^hIoh couhl imluco him to engage in a conflict so unequal To this 

u-!.t- the At.ibck rci)lic<!, that tor such apparent teineriti, the onlvapolot^v 
ui ckb v>r 1 ^^, could oiler, rias his entire igiioiance that he uas opposed 

to the person of so inmhtv a monarch , and he continued to plead tiir- 
ther so cflectually ^\lth his conqueror, that one of the imperul paM- 
lions uas immediately ordered to be set apart for his accommodation ; 
uith e\cr\ requisite that could contiibute cither to his pleasuie or 
toinciiicnce. All these, the Atabek, houever, distiibuted amono- the 
Sultan’s retinue, even before he had set eyes upon them , and the ad- 
luuation of the Khaurczmian being further excited by an instance of 
liberality, u Inch otherwise appears to hare had neither bounds nor re- 
flection, Atdbck Sand became thenceforward the inseparable associ- 
ate of Ins pleasuics and amusements , m which, he indeed, as far sui- 
passed by bis conMMal qualities, as he had formerly done b}”- Ins 
prowess in the field of battle In the course of a few' days it was fin- 
ally agreed upon between the two princes, through the mediation of 
I\Iclck Zoiizcn, that Atabek Saud should bestow^ one of Ins daughters 
in marriage upon Sultan Jullaul-ud-dciii , should engage for the ces- 
sion of the fortresses of Istakhrir and Eshkowan, and for the annual 
remittance of one third of the revenues of Farss to the exchequer of the 
Khaurczmian 

On the conclusion of the treaty, Atabek Saud, accompanied by an 
escort of Khaurczmian troops, was permitted to take the road to liis 
ow n dominions , but. Ins son Abii Bukker had become no sooner ap- 
prized of the misfortune, and subsequent stipulations on the part of 
his father, than he abruptly forsook Ins allegiance, and took post, w itli 
r. l)ody of Ins follow ers, at the foot of the pass of Daube\ n, to nitercept 
his return. According!}, when Atabek Sand arrived on the spot, the 
head ot his escort had pist disengaged itself from the pass, when it 
w'as attatked and cut off by the Shirazians , w bile the main bod\ , con- 
ciiMiig that they were about to become a sacrifice to prerormerted 
tre M lirrv between father and son, called alrud for mere} . JIaMng 
O' t rtt cl all hi> cloqiii ncc to ap[)ease their apprehc nsion-, the Atih^k 
li.-t-ned to prt sent Inmst If to Abu Biikkcr, who a"i<tiKd his pi P'ori 
v .tiiout ilie smallest hcsitatiuu , hut the elder *VtabeL no sooner 




fclttlfc sword of the paruculc, than he returned it so efiectiiallyw’ith a. II." fi23-',n. 

a stroke ot his mace, that it brought him headlong from his horse. A D i 22 h-o o. 

The rebel was aiterw ards confined to the ca'^tlc of Istakliar , w’liilc 

the father, ha\ mg re-entered his capital of Shiran/: without fnitlicr “ ‘ 

obstacle, pioccedcd to fulfil his engagements with the Khanrezmian, 

w-ith the most scrupulous fidelity , and nltimatelydismisscd his agents 

in c\er} respect satisfied with tlic treatment w liicli they experienced. 

Atabck Sand snrvned this untow aid colitiiigcncy lor a period of 
some duration , until the six hundicd and twenty-third ofthe Ilidjer- 
ah, accordimr to certain authorities, which would assign to his reign 
an interv.il ot two and thirty years. 

Atabck ]Mu 7 nflur-ud-dcin Aur BuicKun, the son of Sand Zengui, 


fifth of the race of Selghcr 

Kotw ithstanding the stain of rebellion, the Ameirs and ])rincipal 
citizens of Sliirau/ unaiiimonsl}’ eoncuried, on the death of his father, 
111 bestow iiig the soicreign authority upon .\bn l^ukker, and he is> 
said to hai e far surpassed the merit of all his predecessors, respecta- 
ble us they were, in the vigor of his government, and in his \igilance 
to pro\idc for the welfare of his people, llts zeal for thead\ance- 
ment ot the faith of Mahommed, and his cxeitions to promote the 
success 01 every laudable pursuit, few men were qualified to dojustice 
to, neither would it be easy to dehneate, continues oui author, diis 
singular skill in jurispuidencc, in the ^.ubtIltIcs of logic, or in the ab- 
struse reasonings ot philosoph\. llis esteem lor the religious and 
sinceiely de\ out, was at the same time so conspicuous, that he did not 
scruple to assign to them on all occasions a decided preference o\er 
piipsts and law'vers, and the learned of every description. 

The lacc ot Jcnguoiz having, however, h\ this time, completely 
snhiugated the oriental world, Atabek Abu Bukker exhibited a pioof 
of sagaciti , and moderation ot spiiit, equally conspicuous, by the earb'‘ 


assurances ot submission, w Inch, by one ot his nephew's, ' 
to convoy to the com! ot Oukdai, or Octal Kami ^ w'ho treated the de‘ 
putation with particulai kindness and distinction, and retained a pa 
teiittorthe royal authoiitvm Farss, with the title otAA^/^-.o/, 

Thogovornmrntol \bu Bukker was distiitcruishod bi the reduction 
cf Kaish or Kaiss, Kateif, and iBaliarem, islands m the gulph ot Per- 
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A. n sin, whore he is stated to have acquired prodigious wealth, In the 
A D. V2b0 tirjie, ilulaiikd Khaun had made himself mastci of Baghdad, 

kholaubsiit- oxtinguibhcd the poner of the race of Abbas , and it became ex- 
pedient on the pait of AbA Bukker, ^^Jth other feudatoues, to trans- 
mit bis congratulations, oij an occasion \%hjch seemed to put the last 
seal to his vassal.ige. PIis son Saud, the heir to his wealth and digr^ 
nity, was accordingly dispatched on this errand to the camp of the 
Eyle, or Aeil Khaun, and the 3 oung prince w'as on his return to 
Shiraii?, aftei experiencing the most favorable reception from the 
Jiloghul monarch, wdien intelligence reached him of his fathei’s death, 
which was, at a verv short interval, foHou ed by his ou n. Atabek Abu 
J^ukker had, it seems, withdrawn to the abodes of eternal happiness, 
on the fifth ot the latter Jummaudy,'^ of the six hundred and fifty 
eighth of the Hidjeiah, after ^ splendid and prosperous reign of five 
and tfiirtv jrears , and his son Sand having been already attacked b}' a 
severe fit of illness on his jouinc}'^ from Baghdad, the mfoimation 
wdiich unexpectedly reached him, of the death of his father, and of his 
§wn aepession to the sovereign power, produced a violent aggravation 
of his disorder, and hastened film to the tomb, just twelve days after 
the former event What renders the reign of Atabek Abii Bukkei 
eben Saud Zengui, however, more particularly interesting to the orien- 
talist is, that Saicdi, themost elegant and classical of Persian poets, the 
admired bard and moralist of Shirauz, the reforrner of his religion, as 
fie has been entitled, flourished under this reign, and made the names 
pf both father and son the frequent subject of his praise. 

MAPDiUiED, the son of Saud, sixth of the raceof Selgher. 

Succeeding m infancy to the throne of Shirauz, m consequence of 
the premature dissolution of his father, the administration of affairs 
was undertaken in behalf of this prince by his mother Turkan, a wo- 
/ man of singular prudence and sagacity , who did not fail, by a splen- 

did embass 3 ^ and by presents not less splendid, to solicit and obtain 
^rom Hulaukii, a decree to ratify the succession of her son. But when 
two years had elapsed of the infant reign of Atabek ]\Iahommed, 'be 
perished by a fall from the terrace of his palace, and he was succeeded by, 

s 


* Seventeentli of Maj, A. D. 12G0. 
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Ata1)clc Shah, ihc ‘^on of Silghcr Siuili, seventh of 

the nil c ol Sclgher. 

IntlcbU'il lor clcxationlo the exertions of the do^^;vger princess 
Tnrken Khntun his mother tn hnv and the rruiow ot A take!) Sand, 
and at the s.intc tunc to the rccommoiidation ol the nobles of Shir- 
an/. this prince proved himself, however, at an early pciiod, by aban- 
doning bimsclf to the cveesses o( nine and intcinperanre, and to tlic 
socict\ ot \outhful profligates, ontirolv unnnrthy of the throne to 
nhieh he had succoedi d. A go\crnmcnl so contemptible was not 
destined to be ol any durat.oiu Tlic total disregard winch he ctinccd 
lor thoconnscls ol Ins motliLi-in-law , produced on her part, notwith- 
standing theintimacN of their relation, a conspiract' with the Aineirs 
and leadiinr men ol the country, to remove him from authority, adc- 
smn w hich w as earned into execution w illioiit difliciilty ‘It became, 
howe^er, expedient to represent, b} an iinnudiatc deputation to Ilit- 
lauku Khaun, that the measure had been rendered iiulispensable, by 
the total unworthincss and incapacit\ of the deposed prince, and by 
the means which he had adopted to bnngdisordei and rum upon the 
alfairs of the province This, together w ith the consideration that 
matters had alrcadv taken their coiusc, induced the E\lc Khaun to 
listen w ith favorable attention to the Khaliin's apology ; at least, to 
forbear from any manifest expression of di'^plcasnrc at w hat had taken 
place. The authority of hlahommed Shah terminated in the short 
period of eight months. 

Atabek SeljukShah the son ofSelgher Shah, eighth of the race 
of Selgher, on the deposition of his brother, succeeded to the govern- 
meut, likevvise through the influence ot Tiirkan Khatun, whom he 
immediately married. Being, however, a w cak and inexperienced 
youth, little inured to the trials and vicissitudes ot life, althouo-h we 
do not immediately perceive how' this is to account for such early de- 
pravity, he was led one night, during the fumes of intoxication, to 
■form the base design of destroying his benefactress ; which, in one of 
his mercenary and diabolical slaves, he found an instrument to carry 
into immediate execution. The following dav, when the guilty trans- 
action became known to the publis, two of the agents of Hulauku 
Khaun, deputed to guard his interests in the government of Shirauz, 
openly disapproved ot the deed, and were put to death tor the avowalo 
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A. H. 662-S6 .‘T&is dariug outrage, on the part of the Atabek. brought upon Kim the 
A D I2b4-b7. speedy vengeance of the Tartar monarch ; who immediate]}' dispatche'd 
Kholaussut- one of his generals, of the name of Ultaju. at the head of a powerful 
ul-aLhbanr. chastise, and subvert the authority of the perpetrator. Sel- 

juk Shah had not the courage to abide the storm , but abandoning his 
government, he withdrew on its approach towards the coast of the At- 
abian, or sea ofOmman, Thither he was, however, pursued by Ultaju, 
by whom he was overtaken and defeated in the neighborhood of Kau- 
zerun ; in which place becoming a prisoner, he was in the six hundred 
and sixty-second of the Hidjerah, by order of Hulauku, finally con- 
demned to die ; being the last, m the male line, of the Atabeks of the 
race of S els'll er. 

Atabek Aevsh. the daughter of Saud, son of Atabek Abu Buk- 
ker, being the consort of Alangu Teymur the son of Hulauku Khaun, 
was, by the latter monarch, invested with the Qrovernment of Farss, 
on the execution ofSeljuk Shah ; and when it had been sufficiently 
ascertained.- that no one of the male hne of the Atabeks appeared 
worthv of the trust She continued to preside at Shirauz to the day 
of her death, in the six hundred and eighty-sixth of the Hidjerah , after 
which none of the race of Selglier ever asserted any claim to the go- 
vernment of this favorite domain. 

oftheHazaura^pides. o) Atabeks of Laristoun^ 

At the period when Atabek Segher. or Sunkur the son ofHoudud- 
in theyeai five hundred and forty-three.'^ had made himself paramount 
in Farss, on the expulsion of Melek Shah of the race of Seljuk. as 
was recentlv observed, he employed, under Aba Taher the son of 
or\r ^Hhommed the Fuzluian, a force to subjugate or take possession of 
' beka of Lari'- Laristaun. But that chief had no sooner accomjdished the object of 
the expedition, than he felt himself qualified to assume the title of 
Atabek; and to declare himself independant in the province , and in 
’ this his descendants followed his example. 

Atabek Nussrut-ud-dem Hazattrasp. the son of Abu Taher. ser 
cond of the Atabeks of Laristaun, as the eldest of histather^s children, 
succeeded to his authority , and ha^inz added to his possessions tiie 
territor} of Shoulistaun. (resrion of sands), he left the whole in undis^ 
puted sovereignty to his son. 


D. 1148. 
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' Atabelv T-cki-ah, tlie son of Hazaurasp, third of the Atabeks of A- H 055-87. 
_ - , AD 1257-88. > 

Lanstaiui . 

From the 3 ea]ollSles\^hich might, ho^vever, naturally subsist between 
him and iVtahek Saud the son of Zengui, ot the race of Selgher, this 
chief was thi ice attacked in his government by the troops ofthatmon-) 
arch, and as often victorious m repelling the'aggression On the ex- 
jSedition against Baghdad,"^ Atabek Tuklah accompanied the army' of, 

Khlaukh Khaun , bvnhose directions he was particularly attached 
to the Tomaun, or division ofKeybuka Nuyan But, exciting the, 
suspicion of that conqueror, b}^ some circumstance which implicated' 

Ins conduct uitlnrespect to the unfortunate hlustaussem, it was de-- 
termmed to put him to death. He contrived, however, to protract: 
his fate for a short time, bv escaping into Laristaun , but being closely 
pursued by the jMoghiil troops, he was soon overtaken, and, not long 
afterwards atoned, with Ins blood foi his supposed disafikction. 

Atabek Shums-ud-dem xAlep ARGHU,theson of Hazaurasp, fourth 
of the Atabeks of Laristaun, became, on the death of his brother, in- 


vested nith the vacant government, by theinstructions of Hulauku 
and ruled with exemplary lustice for a period of fifteen years 

Atabek YrrssuF Shah, thesonof Alep A, ghu, fifth of the Atabeks 
of Laristaun, succeeded on the demise of his father , subject to the 
authority of Abaka Khaun. Being, hoivever, in person a constant 
attendant on the court of that monarch, the affairs of the.provmce 
51 ere for the most part administered by bis agents He is said indeed 
to have performed such acceptable and important services to Abaka, 
as entitled him to a very distinguished share in his favor , and he re-" 
ceived in consequence fiom that prince a grant of the province of 
Ikhuzistaun , which, together ivith Kohkeiluyah, the cityof Ferouzan, 
and Jermaudekan, was thus annexed to the territories already subor- 
dinate to his controul. On the death of Abaka Khaun, he continued 
his attendance m succession, upon Ahmed Khaun, and Argbfin Khaun ; 
whom he also served with distinguished and unabated zeal Finally, 
receiving towards the decline ot life, the permission of this latter mon- 
arch to make a journey into Laristaun, Atabek Y’ussuf >vas proceeding. 


A, D. 1257. 
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A. H. G87-95. from thence on an expedition to Kohkeiluyah, -when the occurrence 
A. D. 1288-9G. Qf fearful dream compelled him suddenly to return , and he died in a. 


Khoiaussut- 

ul-akhbaur. 


very few days afterwards 

Atabek Afkasiaub, the son of Yussuf Shah, sixth of the Atabek& 


of Laristaun, succeeded to his lather, under 4he sanction, of a decree 


from Arghhn Kliaun. However, while that prince was on his death 
hedy Afrasiaub, through one of his uncle^s sons, whom he employed 
for the purpose, contiived to destroy the governoi of Isfahaun, and to 
seize upon the government of that city , and, when he had ascertained 
that ArghCin Khaun had absolutely ceased to live, he proceeded without 
further! scruple, to nominate in his own behalf, agents and olBceis to 
take possession of the other piincipal towns^of Persian Irak. He next 
dispatched the son of Tuklah with a competent force to extend his 
usurpations to Derbend of the KertahrCid ; ^vhele Ins troops falling in 
with some ofthe Moghul detachments, the}!^ engaged and defeated them ; 
biit,onenteiing the quarters of the Moghuls, pi oceeding to indulge therar- 
selves m every specieS of debauchery, and irregularity, the}^ were in 
turn assailed by the eneni}^ animated by the desiie ot vengeance ; who 
came upon them unexpectedly, and cut them to pieces in the midst 
of their undisciplined exoess’es. 

On the other hand, appri'zed' of these ambitious undertakings, Kiin-^ 
jayth Sultan, the successor of Argh&n Khaun, dispatched a body of 
ten thousand horse under TulaudSi NAyan, to restrain and punish the 
usurpation of the Atab'ek ; who was ultimately taken prisoner in a bat- 
tle with that commander, and' conveyed to the presence of Kunj ay tu. 
H'e was, however, pardoned through the intercession of some of the 
ladie& of the impenal family, and possibly from a recollection of the 
faithtul services of his father: But on his enlargement and return into 
Laristaun, pioceeding without a cause to put to death his kinsman 
Kuzznl, and several other Araeirs, the guilt of innocent blood did not 
fad to pursue him , and he^ accordingly p'enshed by the swoid' of the' 
avenger, through the medium of Serkedauk Nuyan’, one of the Mog- 
hul generals, in the- subsequent rei^n of GlAzan Khaun, about the 
.SIX bundled and ninety-fitth of the Hidjeiah 

Atabek Kussrut-ud-dein Armed, the son of Alep ArghA, seventh 
of the Atabeks ot Laristaun. 




4S4:' . 


A.li. C33-81. 
A. D. 1236-82 

Klioliiussut- 

ul-akfabaur. 


SMtan Rokken-nd-dcin Khaujah HiTKii,i:]ie son o,f Borauk Mau* 
jeb, was absent at the period of his father’s, death, with the court of 
OukdJii Kaun ; but obtaining fiom thatgreat rnonaroh a patent for The 
government,ofKormaun, he returned, without delay to take possession 
of his inheritance, and entered the capital of the piovince on the 

r ' 

twcn,ty-sixth of Shabaun, of tlie year .six hundred and thirty three 
hiscouzin german Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed,'who had obtruded him- 
self into the government, retiring on his approach, Neveitheless, after 
reigning with considerable piosperity for a peiiod of fifteen years, he 
was after all, by the injunction of Mangu Khaun, placed at the dispo- 
sal of the same Kutb-ud-dein, by whom hewasput to death. 

' Sultan Khtb-ud-dem Maiiommed, the son of Khemeir Taynkii, 
assumed the government of Kermaun, in the middle of Shavaul of the 
SIX hundred and fiftieth, and reigned with great happiness to his sub- 
jects, until Ramzaun of the six hundred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah,f 
the period of his death. 

Although be left two sons, the government was confeired, on the 
death of Kutb-ud-dein, on his ividow Khtliigh Tfirkan, whose daugh- 
ter was married to Abaka Khaun The royal titl'e was, however, nomi- 
nally bestowed upon Hejauje Sultan, one of the sons of the late 
prince. But, on attaining to years of discretion, the young Sultan 
proceeding to treat Ins mother with indignity, and in one of his carous- 
als, proposing to her to dance befOie him, the insulted princess justly 
took offence, and withdrew to the court of Abaka'. The Sultan not 
a little terrified on his part, fled shortly afterwards into Hindhstaun. 
At the expiration of ten years, followed by a considerable army raised 
for Ills assistance by the princes of India, he was returning to recover 
his inheiitance, when he died on the march, in the month of Zilhudje, 
of the six bundled and seventieth of the Hidjerah. 

Sultan Jullaul-ud-dem Se yurghetmesh, the son of Kutb-ud- 
dein Mahommed, solicited and obtained from Sitltan Ahmed Khaun, 
a patent foi the province of Kermaun, and for the removal of Kutlugh 
Turkan; and some timejn the six hundred and erghty-firkt of the 
Hidjerah, entered the capital and took possession of his government. 
Khtlfigh Turkan died of grief at Tebreiz in'the course of thesucceed- 

' ( ' I I ^ - 

* Fourtli of May, A. D. 1236. t September, A. D. 1257. ^ ^ 
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in- summer, Imving held the nominal sovereignty of Kermaun for i A. 11 
period of six and twenty years. In six hundred and ninety-one Shi- -1--^ 
tan Seyurghetmesh vtis himself displaced, in favor of his sister Pad- 
shah Khatun,. under the authority of Kunp’iith Sultan, and confined 
to the caslle of Kermaun. He contrived, horvever, in the course ofa 
few days, to make his escape , but, through the influence of his evil 
destiny, falling again into the hands of his sister, he was inhumanly 
put to death by her orders, in the six hundred and ninety-thild of the 
llidjeralr He is spoken of as a pist, piadent, and intelligent prince, 
v hose governmentM as a model of propriety and regularity, 

ScfFuct-ud-dein Padshah Khatun, the daughter of Kutb-ud- 
deui Maliommed, notwithstanding her cruelty to her brother, is des- 
cribed as a just and accomplished princess, equally distinguished for 
the beauties of her person, for the bcuciolence and purity ol her dis- 
position, and-for her singular and extraordinary talents' in every res- 
pect. On the accession of Baidu Khaun, u ho succeeded to Kiinjai- 
tu, about the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the llidjerah, and who 
was married to Shah Allum the daughter of Seyurghetmesh, the prin- 
cess Padshah Khatun began with good reason to entertain apprehen- 
bions^of asudden and gloomy reverse , and the widow of her brother, 

Mitli her dependents, escaping about the same time from Kermaun', 
soon collected a numerous force, uilh Aibich she returned and laid 
siege to the capital In a few days Padshah Klihtun resigned herself 
to her fate, and throwing open the gates of the capital to her besiegers, 
she was by them impnsoned ; and shortLy .ifterwards, in Shabaua of 
the SIX hundred and ninety- fourth of the Hidj'erah,. put to death* by 
order of Baydd, Khaun , thus^by a just retribution, being compelled to. 
taste of the same bitter draught v bich she had so cruelly administered 
to her unfortunate brother. 


Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein Mahoiwhed SHArrthesouof Hejauje SulL 
tan, was- invested with the government, under the authority of Ghaz- 
an Khaun, m Zllhudje of the six hundred and ninety -fourth of the 
Hidierah , and he died m the year seven hundred and one, at the age 
of twentj-nme, m consequence of a fever contracted bv debauch 
Khtb-ud-dein Shah Jahaun the son of Seyurghetmesh, last ofthe 
Karakhatayans, assumed the government on the death of IMahonuned 

3x3. 
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A.-H 701-41. Shah^ undef ’a grant from Gliazan 'K-haun ; Matron thfe accession of 
A D 1301 -'10 U'ljaitu Sultan, in c6ns0qu«hce of some former gtiidge, lie was <ie- 

from his authority by that monarch. Shahiahaari withdrfe'v^- 
ul-aldibauj-, . c-i , , , , , i 

‘upon this to bhirauz, where, thongh calmly resigned to his’destm}', 

his merit rose superior to his fortune, and acquired.-fotiiim yet feomb 
share of power. He left a daughter of the name of Khaoh KAtluk, 
ho became the wnfe of Ameir Mahommed hldzuffur, and 'the mother 
of the:phnc€S Shah Shujia, Shah Mahmud, and Sultan Ahme'di of 
Shirauz-and Farss On the removal of Shahfjahatinr an 'short, the pro- 
vince of Kermaun w'as assigned to the Jengiieizian Ameihs m'succes- 
sionj until the seven hundred and forty-first of the Hidjerah , when it 
w-as permanently transferred to tire same iMahommcd Mhzv^cV, 

of -frhPm immediately. 

Jld^ bf tJit race of Muzuffxcr. 

Gheyauth‘-ud-dein Hajy Khorassauny the founder 'of this family, i§ 
stated to have been a native of Khawauf, who, on the irruption of the 
Moghuls under Jengueiz, retired to Yezd, in Ihe adjoining angle of 
the-provinCe of Farrs He had three sons, Abu Bukker, Mahommed, 
and Mnnsnr. Of the tw'o former of these, who engaged in the service of 
Alla-ud-doillah the governor of Yezd; there remained nb posterity', 
butMunsur, W'ho continued with his father, had three sons, Mahom- 
Of the race of med, Ally, and Muzuffur ; the latter, though youngest of the brothers, 
Muzuffur. becoming renowned beyond his ‘compeers in the achievements of the 
field -of battle. After long -ft'andering. Without a settlement,' through 
"different parts of Ir^k Ajem,'’this warlike adventurer repaired at laSt 
to the courtof ArghunKhauiijby 'Wdiorti, m cons'equen&e ofhissingu*- 
Jar accomplishments of person and mmd, he was early-advanced to the 
tank of YessaWul, or Sliver stick. - 

On the accession ofKunjaytii, thefortuSeofArrteir Muzuffur con- 
tinued tobe advanced^ until by thetime that Ohazan Khalin ascended 
the throne of Hulauku, he was of sufficient eminence to feCeive from 
that monarch the government df Hazaurah, w'lth iHe 'distinction of 
the standard and kettle-drum. -On the death of GhazaU Khaun, he 
became still further promoted under the auspices of Ulj&itu, being at 
the same' time entrusted with the protection of the roads from Aber- 
kobj Herat, and Meru, and.with the government off Mey bud , at which 





laUcr placJ', nn^cvi l^cAva^^iol in altcndanrr on tlio portion of his ‘•o- 
\(>rcic:n, lu' no^\ gcnoi.ills rosuloti, until iho period ot Ins death, in tin' 
Sc^on hundred and thiitcrnth of tlio llidn'rah. 

lie left an onlv *^011, Mnhanro 7 -ud-dnn M tnoMMrn. nho hast- 
ened on the death cl hn^ fvther to the. presence of Ulj.uth Sultan , by 
nhoin he nas nnnudieii’lv iincsled nitli nil tlie honors and appoint- 
ments of the depai led Miirnflnr. lie continued at rourl lorn period 
of lour \ cars nt the espiralion of nhich he w as prnnitlcd to repair to 
Ins g:o\crmnrnt ofMe\lind, In bidtan \hu Saoid, u ho then filled ihe. 
llirnne. In tlicso\en‘hnii‘hed and nineteenth ofthe llidjerali, he np- 
jieared how e\ er ncjain in the court of AhuSacid Iroin whom, in addi- 
tion to lus loiiner (lii,nnu s, he now rrc( ned the eminent ol Yerd. 
In the course of the sune sear, with not more than eight ol hisbr.n- 
est followers, he was cnt^aei d in n ]>erilnns confliet with the. Nihodri- 
riis, a ferocious banditti w ho tiu 11 nilested the roads of Khoiassann , in 
which no l<'s<; than s('\ent\ eirows wt re lodged m difreront parts ol hi? 
armour Hccscapeihhow e\ * 1 , oiherw isc nnuiinrcd, alter defeating tlie 
Vinnduti, w hose chief hi raptured, and coinexcd in a cage, together 
with the heeds ol scMTal ol Ins nssoentes, to the camp ofAhu teaeid. 

In tlie sc\en luiiidiif! and tw out \ -ninth'' of the ]Iul)erah, as 10- 
corth mtimvted, Ameir IMuhaurer-nd-dein Mahoinmcd, was united 
m wGcllocU to Khaun Rutlnk the dau"htor of Shahjnliaiin the exiled 
chu’t of Kormaun. And in seven hundred and thirty four he again m- 
Eitcd the court of Abu Saeul, beim; on the occasion accompanied by 
Ins son Shall Sluirf-ud-dein Mn/ufl'nr, and experiencing Iroin tbesuc- 
■ccssor of Hulauku the most fa^orablc reception. In the conise ofthe 
same year be attended Abu Sacul to Baghdad, and at ailed himself of 
the opportunity to -visit the tomb ol Ally at Nudjef. lie returned 
shortly alterwards to A'erd. 

. TheturbuUnt and ambitions having availed themselves, on the 
death of Siiltan Abii Sacid, m Bie seven hundred and thirty-sixth of 
the Hvd^erah,-!- of an opportunity to divide the'empire, the whole pro- 
vinceot Farss was taken possession of, (lunng the confusion, by Ameir 
Mussaoud Shah the son of Mahnuld Shah Aynjh ; Ameir Shaikh Altd 
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A. H. 73 G -41 Ishauck, celebrated for the liberality of his disposition and the beni«- 

O 

A D. 1335-40 nity of his manners, proceeding immediately towards Yezdv He was, 
Kholaussut- however, met at some distance from that place by Ameir Mahommed, 
ul-akhbdnr. ^l^ose hospitable and conciliatory demeanoi, he was for the present 
diverted from any hostile design. But when, after a few days resp- 
dence in the neighborhood ofYezd, Ameir Abh Ishauck had proceed- 
ed some distance on his march towaids Kermaun, he suddenly re- 
turned towards the former place, and Ameir Mahommed found hin?- 
self now constrained to quit the city with the determination to give 
him battle. Before matters had, however, been carried to the last ex- 
tremity, an accommodation was arranged between these hostile chiefs ' 
thiough the mediation of Shaikh Ally Amran, a celebrated Peir, or 
Mahommedan saint, of that age. 

In the seven hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah, Ameir Mahom- 
med associated with Ameir Peir HhsseyneTchoubauny in the design 
ofreduemg Shirauz. On the arrival of the invaders at Istakhar,. about 
forty miles from his capital, Ameir Mhss^oud Shah retired towards 
Kauzerun, whither he w^as immediately pursued by Ameir Malrora- 
med ; but the enemy entirely dispersing on his approach,, the latter 
returned without delay to rejoin Ameir Husseyne in the siege of 
Shirauz-^, which, after a defence of some duration, was ultimately per- 
mitted to capitulate, thiough theinterposdionofKauzy Mejid-ud-dem 
Ism?Lily, another very learned religionist of those times. Ameir Peir 
HCisseyne now made his entry into Shirauz m great tiiumph, assign- 
ing to Ameir Mahommed the government of Kermaun , of which, in 
Mohumm, of the year seven hundred and forty-one,* he accordingly 
proceeded to take possession. He was received into the capital of tlie 
provmce without opposition, M^lek Kiltb-ud-dein Neikrouz, the go- 
vernor, having fled at his approach towards Herat , but imprudently 
dispersing his troops into separate and distant quarters, in order to 
afford relief to, the inhabitants, intelligence of the circumstance was 
conveyed to Neikrouz; who prevailed upon Ameir Daoud the lieu- 
tenant of Her£it, after he had resided for some time under Kis protec- 
tion, to assist him la the recovery of his government. The fugitive 
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governor, accompanied by Ameir D^oud, at the bead of a body 

Ghourians, arrived, by stolen marches, within four farsangs of Ker- 

maun, before Ameir Maliommed "vvas apprized of his danger. Xbe 
latter, destitute of troops for his defence, quitted the city in the dead 
of the night, and n itlidreiv to a station on the frontier, until he could 
assemble a force to make head against the enemy , Neikrouz with his 
ally the lieutenant of Herat, enteiing Kermaun the ensuing day, and ■ 
proceeding without molestation to re-establish the government But 
Ameir Maliommed, having in a short time re-assembled a sufficient 
force for the undertaking, and being further joined by a division of 
the troops of Peir Hussej ne> proceeded to carry fire and sword to 
the gates of the city, and as speedily reduced it a second time, and 
restored his authority throughout the country. Soon afterwards he 
completed the subjugation of the province by tlfe capture of the for- 
tress of Bemm,or Bamm , vhich was, aftei a gallant resistance, and 
several conflicts under the walls, ultimately surrendeied to liis mercy 
by its then possessor Shujia-ud-dein. This unfortunate chief exper- 
ienced at first a kind leception from his conqueror, but exhibiting - 
some fresh pi oofs of hostility, he was finally put to death 

The haimony which had for some time subsisted between Ameir 
Islaliommed, and Peir H^sseyne Tchoubauny was destined, through 
the arts of the evil disposed, to teiminate in the -course of the seven 
hundred and forty second of the Hidjerah , but as Peir Hhsseyne was 
compelled soon afterwaids, by the disaffection of some of his principal 
followeis, to withdraw to Tebreiz, to solicit the assistance of Ameir 
Peir Hussun Kotcliek, he was there baselj'^ poisoned by the hand from 
M Inch he sought relief. Iiak Ajem,' with Shnauz, upon this, fell 
once more into the hands of Ameir Mussaoud Shah ; who now hast- 
ened from BaghdM, andwasquietly re-instated m the possession of his 
capital. Endeavoring, however, to redress the inhabitants against some 
excesses committed before his arrival, by Ameir Yaughy Pausty, 
that chief took offence, and availed himself of the first opportunity to 
put his superior to death. Ameir Shaikh Abii Ishauck was enabled 
however, with the assistance of the people of Shirauz, to attack and 
expel the murderer, and to assume the government m his own name. 
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A. H. '?45-4T. Subsequent to these events, Kerraaun was twice invaded by the* 
^ P 1344-46. same Ameir Abu Ishauck, once in seven hundred and forty-five, and 
Kholaussut- a second time in the seven hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerah ; 
iil-akhbaur. Tvhich occasions the invader, after committing hoirible devast- 

ation, was, however, compelled to return without deriving any per- 
manent advantage. But in the couise of the latter year, the ^vloghuls 
of Jermaunand Ougliaun, who had been called in, at the request of 
Seyurglietmesh the Karakhatayan, m the time of Arghun Kliaun, to ' 
protect the roads in the neighborhood of the province, beginning to 
exhibit some symptoms of a refractory disposition, Ameir r'^Iahommed 
was under the necessity of leading his troops against them ; and be- 
ing defeated b}’’ them, m a battle which took place in the desert of 
Khawm, and forced to retire before them towards Kermaun. Ameir 
Abu Ishauck, on intelligence of the disaster, and in dedance of recent 
engagements, proceeded to the attack ofYezd , of which, in conse- 
quence of the absence of Shall Shuif-ud-dein. at this period in attend- 
ance upon his father, be obtained possession. Shah Shurf-ud-dem, 
hastened upon this to the defence of Meybud, the cradle and retreat 
of his family, which Abu Isbauck bad also dispatched a force to seize 
upon. Shah Shurf-ud-dem succeeded in anticipating the design,and 
in defeating the troops employed to carry it into execution. Abu Is- 
hauck now appeared in person before Meibud ; but discovering in the 
course of a. few days' hostilities, that be had inadvertently engaged 
in an enterprize full of danger and difficulty, he ventured to propose 
a personal interview with Shah Shurf-ud-dem I\Iuzuffur, at which an 
accommodation was readily agreed to on- the part of the latter. Abu 
Ishauck returned widioat further delay to Yezd uhere, finding that 
Sultan Shah Jandaur, whom he had employed to assist the Jermaun- 
ian and Oushan, or perhaps A vghan tribes, had made but a discourag- 
ing progress in his opera-tions against Ameir Mahommed, he had re- 
course to the mediation of two respectable and disinterested individu- 
als. of their common faith, to bring about another treaty of peace; on 
the conclusion of which, he- once more withdrew- to Shirauz. 

The chiefs of the two hostile tnbes now claimed the protection of 
Ameir hlaboirmed, who consented to overlook their recent transgres- 
sions, and otherwise treated them with extraordinary liberahty. 
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Nevertheless, rene'U’ed provocations on the pait of these untractable 
and ferocious banditti soon led him to seek their entire extirpation ; 
Tvhich, by the destruction of their leaders, he shortly afterwards ac- 
complished. 

In the seven hundred and forty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, Ameir Abi\ 
Ishauck, through an invasion of the territory of that prince, by a force 
under Sultan Shah Jaiidanr, again violated his engagements with Araeir 
Mahommed Muzulfur, but disgusted iMth these repeated instances 
of bad faith on the part of his employer, Sultan Shah now determined at 
once to go over to his adversary , among whose most distinguished, 
officers, he became immediatelv enrolled Xwo vears afterwards, 
about the seven hundred and fhty-first of the Ilidierah, Abu Ishauck 
proceeded, iiotu ithstaiidiug, once moie to foim the siege of Yezd , but 
alter consuming much fruitless labour and exertion before the place, 
he hi as this tunc compelled to return to Sliirauz, covered with disa- 
pointmcnt In se^cll hundred and forty-three, he appears to have 
made his final ofioit for the subjugation of Keimaun, against which he 
directed a pow erlul arinv under one of his most distinguished generals* 
Aincir IMalionimed, accompanied by his sons and noblest adherents, 
ha'itened to oppose the invaders, nith whom he came to an action at 
a \ilacc called Punjangusht , and there, through the distinguished 
plow css end actuits' ot his two sons, Shah Miizuffur, and Shah Shu- 
jiuh he totallv deteated the troops of his adversary 

These repeated aggressions, Ameir Mahommed, in theearlv part of 
SC', en hundred and fiftv-four, determined to retaliate by the final re- 
diiclion of Shirauz , w Inch, after a fruitless attempt at an accommo- 
dation on the part of his rival, (who declined a battle on Ins approach, 
.iiul threw himself into Ins capital) he at ffingth invested Dining the 
si-'go, w Inch he prosecuted w uh extraordinary ^ igor for many months, 
he was hiin^olt attacked b\ a severe indisposition, but, he expeiienccd 
a ^tillmore grie\ous affiiction in the loss of his eldest son, Shah Shiirf- 
ud-dein Mii/ufi\ir, who died in tlic former Jummaudv ot thisvear, iii 
the power ot litt. He continued, however, to carrv on his attacks 
Without Tcmission. and withoat exhibiting anv outward mirk of sor- 
row. until the third d i\ oi Slia\aul,-|' when he mule a general assault 
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A. H 754-5 upon the town , into which, b}*- a previous arrangement^ he was aH- 
nutted through the Muristaun gate by Kullu Nasser-ud-dein Omar, 

Kliouiubut- |-|jg provost, or warden, of tliat quarter of the citv. Such at the same 

nl Jikhbaur. ,,,,,, 

time, IS described to have been the state of insensibility to which Abu 
Ishauck had reduced himself by frequent debauch, that he couldnot 
be immediately persuaded, that the alarm which reached his cars was 
occasioned by the presence of his adversary; of whom bespoke with a 
contempt whicli evinced the blindest fatuity He was, however, not 
suffered to be longfdubious of the truth , and he fled, crest fallen and 
dismayed, tow'ards the Shoulistaun, or sandy region, on the sea coast 
of Mekraun * ^7hlle his triumphant rival proceeded at leisure to es- 
tablish his power, and to assume the royal authority in the metropolis 
of Suliman ; a title by w'hich the fair ci^^ of Shirauz has been some- 
times dignified by the orientals In the mean time, the extruded chief 
continued his retreat through the Shoulestaun to Kellaseffaid, the 
white fortress, and from thence dispatched to solicit the aid of Ameir 
Shaikh Hussun the E} lekhaunian, at Baghdad. From that prince he 
received, accordingly, a reinforcement of ten thousand horse, with 
wdiich, and some other troops whom he contrived to re-assemble, he 
now returned towards Shirauz But Shah Shujia, at the instance of 
his father, hastening to oppose him, his followers dispersed without 
coming to action , and the unfortunate prince, tlius abandoned to his 
destiny, and accompanied by a few only of his most faithful friends, 
took the road towards Isfahaun. Shah Shujia on returning to Shir- 
auz on this occasion, was invested by his father, with the government 
of Kermaun, to w^hich he repaired shortly afterwards 

Leaving his sister’s son, Shah Sultan, in the government of Shirauz, 
Ameir Mahommed Muzuffur proceeded, in the seven hundred and 
fiftv-fifth* of the Hidjerah to invade Irak Ajem, being joined at the 
stition called the yellow palace, by his son Shah Shujia fiom Kermaun. 
At this place, intelligence being, howmver, conveyed to him, that Eye- 
teraur, at the head of a division of the adherents of Abu Ishauck, was 
advancing from the Shoulistaun towards Shirauz, Shah Shujia was ne- 

•Frorn what follows, notinthstanding, applj to the rockj territory north west of 

Shirauz. 
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ccssanl} tli’^palchcfl to a^crl the danc^cr from that quarter; but on his 
march, l)cing loined by bhali Sultan thegoxornor orSliiraU 7 , he learnt 
from him that the oucm> were alrcad\Mnposse‘^sionofthecity, and had 
set fire to the quarter o( the Muro'^taun. Shah Shujia on thi^^ inlel- 
hgoiicc hastened his march , and, breakinct imcxpectedly into the town, 
cut to piece'; both Eyetemurand his follow ('rs, and the whole of those 
w ho had joined his standard , ot w horn not one escaped to desenhe the 
unlookod for catastrophe. 

In the mean lime, Aineir Mahommed eondneicd his troops to the 
crates of Isfah.Min, ol w hit'll he nnniedi.itel_\ lormed the su'irc hut the 
defence bein!i protracted beyoml liis expectations, and bis army cmiic- 
uitr, morco\er, a disposition to Iicrcirat ior\, he w is compelled for the 
present to lorogo tlie dc'-icrn, and rctuin to Shiran/. 

Ahoul two vcarsatlerwards, in the se\ cn hniulred and filty-se\ ciith 
of the Iluijeraii, he was, howcier, enabled to rtsnmc the sicje ; but, 
the iigor of the cold season superv cnino:, he eoii^igncd the jiioscciition 
of the cnterpri/c, alter some months, to his nephew, Shah Shltan, 
recently inentioncd, and removed to a miltler elniiate Shah Sultan 
exerted his utmost resources and atlmtu to makehimscll master of 
the tow 11, and, iii the course ofihc succccdinjr spring, he loiind liinisoir 
in possession of liis oliject In (Inse appalling oirciimslanccs, per- 
cei\ ing lumsell sliui out from every hope ol deli\ craiice by the reduc- 
tion of Ills capital, Amoir Shaikh Abu Isliauk E\ n|u determined to fly 
for sanctuary to ISIoulaiia Asscil-ud-dein, the Shaikli-ul-Islauin, or 
patriarch of the province, but as Shah Sultan, mteily uninuulful of 
the multiiilred oldigations under whitli lie stood to the unfortunate 
prince for former faiors, had dispersed lus emissaries in every direc- 
tion todiscoier Ins retreat, It also occurred to the Moul.uia, th it they 
must ultimately come upon their object, and he therefore did not 
scruple to acquaint Shah S&ltan with the .ibode of lus victim The 
Sultan, w'lth ungenerous zeal, immediately sent to -seize the person of 
the unhappy Ameir, w^ho, togctlici wutli one bundled ofliis most ob- 
noxious adherents, was now conveyed towards Shiiauz The guards 

'During the siege Amcir Mahommed is saullohaic atk now lodged the authonU,’ of \hii 
Bukkerof the race of Abbas, who liad'prochnmcd hniiaclf, inEgjpr, ibe successor to tht 
Khaiifs, with the title of U1 Miatczzed B.Ih.h 
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entrusted n ith the care of hi< person conducted Abu Ishauck bv un- 
know n roads, to the open space, or e'^planade, helore the gate of Jsfakh- 
aur, where Araeir ^lahommed. with the Ulemas, Kauzies, and prin- 
cipal inhabitants, awaited his arrival And. heietlie deroted captive 
being interrogated by Amcir iMahoniincd as to Ins conduct in the death 
of a certain Aincir Madje Zoraub, and acknow ledtting without reserve 
iuiiis reph, that this person hadsullercd bv his orders, was immedi- 
ately delivered ovei to tlie sons ot the same Zoraub, to atone wnth ins 
blood for the death of their father The \ oungest ot these struck off Ins 
head on the spot, with a single stroke of his scimitar This event, 
which was regretted bv multitudes of people, took place in the latter 
part of the former Jummaudy ot the seven hundred and fifty-eighth of 
the Hidjerah 

In the course of seven hundred and fifty-nine. Ameir Mahommed pro- 
ceeded to Isfahaun. in order to prepare the eqiiipmeiitsof an expedition, 
which he had in contemplation, against the province of Azerbavjaun ; 
and was received, on his arrival in the neighborhood, bv Shah Sultan, 
at the head of the most distinguished inhabitants, w ho had hastened to 
meet, andwho now conducted himintothemetropolisol Irak.w itlievery 
possible demonstration of respect Unfortunatelv , iiiconseqtieiicsofhis 
iiidefatigablezealandeminentpersonalservjces.particularlymexplbring 
the retreat, and relieving him from his apprehensions ot an enemy ''O 
foimidable as Abu Ishauck, Shah Sultan had been led to indulge expecta- 
tions of favor, on the part of Ameir ^Mahommed, which it might have 
been difficult to realize The reception w Inch he experienced w as, 
however, equally cold and mortifying to his hopes lie proceeded - 
notwithstanding, to provide a most magnificent entertainment, to which 
he invited his uncle On entering the banqueting room, the eyes of 
the old chief, however, no sooner fell on the costliness and splendor of 
the arrangements, than he gave a signal to hi^ attendants to seize on, 
and appropriate to tliemselyes. the wholeofwhathadbeen thus collected 
at a vast expence to do him particular honor , after wnich, and having 
spoken to his nephew m language peculiarly acrimonious and severe, 
he abruptly quitted the apartment. Treatment apparently so unmer- 

^ May A. D. 1357. 



itcd iUid injuiioiis, deeply impltirlted iii the bosom of the Sultan, that 
animo&ity, \\ Inch, at the proper period, did not fail to display its eflccts 
r These ebullitions of )eaIous\ , or ill temper, did not, how ever, divert 
Ameir hlabommed fioin the object ■\^hlch had biought him into Irak. 
"With tAAcIve thousand chosen horse, the flower of that countiy, of 
Laristaun, and Parss, he advanced in due time towaids Azerbayjauii ; 
Aukhy Jouk the governor of the proxince, at the head of a superior 
force of thirty thousand men, at the same tune hastening to oppose him 
Ata place called ISIejan Gueidan, these hostile armies came to abat- 
tlc, in u Inch, after a se\crcand obstinate conflict, Ameir Mahommed 
"uas ultimately victorious, his tuosons, Shah Shujia and Shah Mali-' 
mild pursuing the vanquished all the way to Nakhtchiian wheie, foi 
the space of thiee days, they celebrated their MCtory, by every species 
of festiMty and iccueation, and then returned to rejoin then father. 
On this occasion, they wcic destined to experience trom him, a treat- 
ment similar to that by n Inch he had already alienated the attachment 
ol Shah Sultan , and he completed the measure of their grievances by 
unjustly ascribing to Shah Yaheya the n hole merit of his leccnt vic- 
tory, u Inch 'detei mined them to natch an opportuintyj of revenge. 
At the expiration of two months, during which he continued at Teb- 
reiz, he received intelligence that Sultan Aweiss the Eylekhaunian 
was adiancing fiom Baghdild, to lecover the capital of Azerbayjaun , 
and Ins astrologers Inning longsince taught him that he was destined 
to expeuence some grievous calanntv, from a warrior tall in stature, 
n ith the features and complexion of a Tartar, he all at once discovei'ed 
ni Sultan Aweiss, the object of Ins apprehensions', and suddenly with- 
drew ton aids Isfahaun During Ins retreat, Ins behavior towards his 
sons became every day still more aggravating He would menace 
them at one time with the loss of sight; at another with death , and on 
some occasions, observes our author, he would condescend to address 
them in language that would disgrace the bps of a camel dnyer. 

Under these circumstances of perpetual irritation, Shah Shhjia and 
Shah iNIahmhd, both finally determined on seizing the person of the old 
Jinnee, and, for that purpose entered into immediate consultation 
vith their kinsman, Shah Sultan , who availed himself of the oppor- 
tunity to apprize them, that their father had already formed the design 
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of shutting them up in a prison, and ofraising Sultan Abu Yezzeid to the 
throne of Ir^k, reserving to himself the command of the armies. And 
upon this, a plan was concerted between the three malcontent princes, 
to seize and immure the pemon of the old monaich, immediately on 
their arrival at Isfahauii. 

Some time had, howevei, been suffered to elapse after their return 
to that city, when, one night, Shah Sultan appeared unexpectedly at 
the residence of Shah Shujia, alone and on foot, and urgently intreated 
that he might be allowed to make his escape without delay, since he 
had that moment discovered that the whole of their designs hadbeen 
betrayed to Ameir Mahommed , and which, if true, it was impossible- 
that thej^ should be suffered to outlive the ensuing morrow. Shah 
Shhjia made some effoit to appease his apprehensions ; but it was 
finally resolved to set them effectually at lest, b}’' seizing the persoa 
of Ameir Mahommed the very next Inorning. Accordingly, the three 
princes proceeded together eaily in the forenoon of the following day, 
to carry their design into execution, Ameir iMahommed happened at 
the moment of their approach to be employed in reading his Koran^ 
in one of the B^ilakh^lnahs, oi balconies, of the palace. . ShaliMahmiid 
remained at the outward gate, to occupy the attention of the servants 
of the court , Shah Shujia, with some of the most resolute of his fol* 
lowers, took post at the foot of the stair^case ^ while Mussaufer Bou- 
datchei, with six of the boldest conspirators, ascended to the presence 
of the old chief, who demanded with some surprise where they had 
been to ^ They evaded the question by beginning to state that Shalv 
Shujiahad not the means ofdefraying his most necessar}' expences ; and 
Ameir Mahommed upon this, laying his hand upon his sword, Avith 
an air of displeasure, Mussaufer mimediately threw himself upon him.. 
The old monarch rose, however,, and defended himself with consider- 
able activity and presence of mind, until overpowered bj^ the umted 
strength of the six other conspirators, who at last succeeded in secur- 
ing Ins person, and forcing him into the interior of the palace, where 
he continued to give vent to his rage, without ceasing, and in the 
most violent lansuacre, until sunset. IJe was sent off the same night 
towards the castle ofTabarek, where, on the nineteenth of Ramzaun- 
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of tbc seven luintlred nnd sixtieth of tlic Hidjerah,^*^ he as finally 
deprived of sight by his offended kinsman Shah Siiltan 

Shah Shujia now publicly assumed the royal authority , and repair- 
ing to Shirauz, fiom thence dispatched orders to remove his father 
fromTabarek, to Kella sefleid, in the mountains north of Nobundejan. 
When he had, hov e\ er, remained in confinement at that place for about 
tno months, the Shah zadahs became ashamed of their unnatuial 
conduct, and opening a coricspondence nith their insulted parent, 
sought to conciliate his forgiveness, by every method they could devise. 
An accommodation n as at last arranged, by which it was finally agreed 
that the old prince should return to Shirauz, and be restored to the 
royal authority, Shah Shujia engaging at the same time to take no 
step in the government, v itliout the concurrence of his father. Ameir 
hlahommed upon this hastened once more to Shirauz , where he found 
every stipulation punctually adliercd to by Shah Shujia. But, when 
matters had proceeded in this tram for a little while, Ameir ISIahom- 
med unfortunately suffered himself to be prevailed upon, by the sug- 
gestions of the omI disposed, to adopt a plan for seizing the person of 
Shall Shujia, and for raising Sultan Abu Yezzeid to the royal dignity; 
y bile the supenntendance of the armies should be transferred to Sliah- 
Yaheya Shah Shujia receiving, however, intimation of the design, 
contrived to elude the snare, by cutting off the whole of his adversa- 
ries, before they had an opportunity of carrying their plans into exe- 
cution. Ameir hlahommed was now banished to the Gurrumseyi, 
the country below the mountains, towards the sea coast, probably so 
called from tbe excessive heat of the climate. Here he fell into a state 
of ill health, under which, when he had continued to linger for some 
time, Shah Shujia, in the expectation that he might be relieved by the 
change, directed him to be removed to the fortress of Bamm, in Ker- 
niaun. The old monarch derived, however, but little benefit from 
the removal , and breathed his last at the close of the latter Rebbeia of 
the seven hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah ,* precisely fifty-two 
years after the death of his father. His remains were conveyed to 
Me} bud, the early abode ot the family, where they were committed to 
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tlie grave in the edifice called the collegeof Muzufriah, possibly erected 
by Ameir MfizujBTur. 

Jullaul-ud-dem Shah Shujia had, as we have seen, exercised 
the royal authority for some years previous to the death of Ins father; 
and he died on Sunda}”^ night, the twenty-second of Shabaun of the 
seven hundred and eight3'--sixth of the Hidjerah,^ after a Splendid, but 
turbglent reign, of five and twent}'- jmars and two months. He is des- 
cribed to have surpassed his contemporaries in ever^’^ virtue, andever}^ 
accomplishment that could secuie the respect and admiration of man- 
kind , but the limits of oui plan have necessaiily precluded our en- 
tering into a relation of the contest, which was long protracted between 
him and his brother Shah Alahmhd, suppoited by the troops of Sultan 
Aweiss the'Eylekhaunian, monarch of BaghdJid, and which ultimately 
terminated, notwithstanding, m favor of Shah Shfijia. At his death he 
IS said, in a most eloquent lettei to have recommended his children to 
the protection of Teymiii. 

Sultan Mhjauhed-ud-deinZEYXE-UL-AuBBEDEix, theson of Shah 
Shujia, succeeded to the thione ofShiiauz , but, his father’s recommen- 
dation was not sufficient to protect him from being expelled his do- 
minions by Te^'miir , in the vortex of whose tremendous career we find 
ourselves thus insensibl}' engaged, in the seven hundred and eighty 
ninth of the Hidjerah - , 

Shah IMuxsur, the son of Shah Mhzuffur, and nephew of Shah 
Shujia, on the retreat of Tcj^mur, m order to suppress the rebellion 
of Touktemesh Khaun of Keptchauk, in the course of the seven hun- 
dred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah, advanced from Shushter, and 
took possession of the government of Shirauz But, on the fourteenth 
of the former Jummaudy of the j'^ear seven hundiedand ninety five,']* 
after exhibiting proofs of unparalleled valour, , he was killed m an ob- 
stinate battle, in i^hich he dared to oppose his person to that of the 
conqueror of the oriental world. He has been celebiated by the pen 
ofHauffez, vho hailed his accession irfsome lines, of which the fol- 
low mg couplet is said to have been the exordium. 

“ Lo roj^al Munsur’s victor flag dis played,” 

“ The joy of promised tiiumphsto the stais convej^ed 

' October 8tb, A. D 1384. t26lh. of March, A D. 1393. 
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The poet’s enlluisiastic vision \Yas, ho\%eYer,-as ^^e have just seen, 
deplorably reversed in the sequel, and on the tenth of Rudjub, of the 
same year,^ the whole of the race ot ^luzuffur, ^with the exception of 
Shltan Ze}ne-ul-aubbedein and his brother, the sons of Shah Shujia 
both deprived of sight, and transported beyond theOxus) was extin- 
guished in all Its branches by the? xterminatinsc vengeance ofTEYMUR ; 
nhen it had subsisted, in considerable splendor, reokoning fiotn the 
time, at which -the government of hleybhd was conferied on Ameir 
hluzuffur, possibly about the seven hundred and fifth ol the Hidjerah, 
for a period ofiabout ninety years , , 

Illd of the Serhcdainians, in Snbbnzwaur. 

Respecting the origin of this lacc, the authoi proceeds to inform us 
that there lived, in the village ot Bashtein depended on Baliik, in the 
western quarter of Khorassaun, a person of some distinction, of the 
name and title of Shahaub-ud-dein Fuzzulullah, who had five sons, 
Y hose names M ere as follows , Amein-ud-dein, Abdunezauk, ^ye- 
jeiah-ud-dein iMussaoud,Nusserullah, and Shums-ud-dein.^ Of these 
thetwoformer became, by their distinguished gallantly, of considerable 
einiiiencem the favor of Shltan AbuSaeid Khodabundah, the successor 

L 

ot Uljaytu but, Ameir Abdurrezauk returning to his native village of 
Bashtein, on, the death of that monarch, in the seven hundred and 
thirty sixth of the Hidjerali, found it in a state of no small confusion 
from the follou ing circumstance, not unfrequently repeated in the his- 
tory of oppression. 

An agent of the reigning government of Khorassaun had presented 
himself in the i illage, and demanded from two brothers, of the names of 
Hussun, and Hhsseyne, the sons of Hamzah, tobe furnished with w'liie 
and wmmen for Ins recreation To the article of wine, the two brothers 
appear to have made no demur , but on that of -women they Eequested 
not to be importuned. The agent, or envoy, for that seems to have been 
Ins designation, persisted horvever in this demand, and proceeded to 
take some oftensn e liberties -n ith the females of the family. Eniaged 
at Ins insolence, the brothers now' drew then swo^d^, and proclaiming 
that though then heads %ere destined for the stake, this-syasa dishonor 
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t5 whiclitliey' bould'ilotsifbiliit, imm'ediately sa crificedliim^fo’tlieirj ust 
vengeance. In cbhsefquehcfe tins act of violence Adla-ud-ideih Ma- 
hommed,wlio presided over the affairs 'of KhoVassanh at^the'trmejdiad 
'dispatched to le^uire the aftendance'dfthe btotltei’s tb a‘n's^veT forthe 
offence ; an'd it'^vasHvllilfe’the villageis ^V‘ete devising 'some ‘pretext to 
elude the sumrhbns, that A.hdhil‘‘eztuik arrived ‘arriofrg them.' Having 
teceiVed frohi'theni'ah'ekp'lanatibn ot 'what'had pressed, hedb'urid no 
difficulty 1 A gaming overapatty of hishbuntiy men ; 'and he 'proceeded 
to distni^the' m'bksbngeiSj'rn a hiabner whihh but little accoYded wrth 
the expectations of their employer. A detachment of fifty soldiers 
■was next employed by Alla-iid-deih with still woise success , being‘op- 
p6ked,an'd'ignolmnionsiycx:pelledby’Abdurrezauk abd his companions 
‘ ^he irihftbitabffi tif'BasHtein weie now the \vhole of them assembled 
by Affidii AbduftezaUk , who ploceeded without reserve to explain to 
thbm thc'rA'aynttude'bfthe dangei ui Avluchthey Were engaged, and fo 
assUretlYebi Wattrhes'li^htckt remissness, oi irres'olution, would befdl- 
lo'v^'‘ed'‘by inevitable ekterminatron. And he'atthe'Satne'timebfought 

( I ^ t I ^ 

%'theirTecolIection, that it w’as a thousand times ffie'tter, like brave 

1 

Ynen, id see thdr heads ciltohateit/ eipdsed ^ipb/i ike stake, thab like 
^dastdrclly cbWaids/to be'butcheied without resistance. ' For thisieA- 
non, to'gether Vvifhwhat had beehfouiierly 'exjhesSed by't’he brothers 
nVhebtrh'eyputthelnsoleblrenvoyto death, 'they Y^beived the Appellation 
'o^Sdr-be-dawan — thb'se ‘tiffiose li'eads are'devbted to 'the stake which, 
probabty, became atonce the watchword, and the name of their commu- 
nity. S(i't tvithoUt ffurfhei dilation, having in ‘the eburseuf a very 
■"khort'time rendered their aims ekti’emCly Tonnidable, the ihsUigents 
'succeeded in inteiceptihg'the'Vezzeir of KhorAssaufi, the lately men- 
dibned A'lla-ud-dein'Mahommed, on’his way to Asterabad , and’habing 
put’him cruelly to death, 'they advanced 'to '^Subbuiiwaur; of which 
‘tMththe whole country in that direction, they inadethelilselv'e's'raAs- 
'ters, without'fUrthei difficulty. 

Ameir Ab'diltr ziu'k'pfekuih]ng,‘hou ever, on tins' Sude'ess'tosdlicit 
"an union "iMth the'daugbtei of Alla-ud-'dein, ‘the 'lady ‘cbficeiv'dd, by 
' "some'meabs or other, "that heWas actuated by hcebtldus k'ndunAAirant- 
able designs on theperson of her son , and,'resoluteIy withholding her 
assent, immediately quitted the town ofSubbuzn acir, ■nhich was be- 
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come the resilience ofihcr suitor, and madctlie best of her way towards 
Ke> shapur. In an evil hour, Abdurre^a^^^ made choice of his brotlicr 
Mussaouil, to pursue and buni; her back ; and this chief succeeded 
accordingly, in comng up ^Mth the fugiti\e dame. Butin endeavoiing 
to compel her to return, he suffered his compassion to be so effectually 
rough t upon by her tcar^, and other, expressions of female distress, that 
lu'bouiul Inmsclt In an oatii. no turthcr to interfere with her many res-^ 
pi ct. He then ventured to return to the presence of his brother, witff- 
a representation tiiat he had failed to overtake the object of bis pur- 
'rr.it: which- producing ‘^nnic vcr\ acrnnonious remarks on thepaitofl 
Abdurrec-’i k. Mussaoud imincdialtl\ resented by an appeal to hi^ 
Ifiiitt.- with whicii be killed him on the spot. .Such appears to liavCf 
be,.*, ti.e o-.g.n of the Serbtdaurians, and such the early fate of their 
flf't 

c-.r V-V< ah-ud-dt‘in Muss.'ioud on thus dcstro\ mg bis brother, 
siKc. - - -C li,'' autl'onu . and, abotitseien \cars aftei Ins accession 
urs > and put to ih.ilh b\ the jinnee of Rustumdaur ; a part of 
nliicli he had unadi iscdly engaged m an e.\'pedition to, 

radac*'. 

Malio.nmerl Lytfmlt. a=sumcd the government on intelligence, of 
tliede.ith of-Mu'^'^oud about the seven hundred and forty third of the 
Ilidiera*. ; end was hiinsclt assassinited, at the instance of one of the 
Scrbcd.mrian chiefs, about the year seven hundred and forh five. 

To him succeeded Ivalu- or Ivcllu AsrEXDiAun, whose authority 
was however of short duration : being, m consequence ofJi is arbitrary 
?nd sencumery conduct, not long afterwards also put to death by his 

fC‘I!oa ers. 

''h’>'ri=-ud*dcm Fczzc'Lt'r'i.Air,the brother of their first chief, was 
I'-- now chosen by the Serbedaurians to preside over their des- 

t'-es - bat beinc entirely devoted to bis pleasures, he made avolun- 
^na^oa of his authority, after he had exercised itforabout sevea 

"y-r c;%t:m5-ud-4eiD Ally received the government fi-om his 

seven hundred and fortj-^ eijrht. 
cisasincted by Beyder Kassaub,oae of his ownpiicclpal 

J ^ hundred and fifty third of the Hidjerah, 

in U-- 3 ii 3 
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Khatijah Yaheya succeeded by the choice of the Serbedaiinans; 
and having governed them with consideiable reputation for a period 
of four years and eight months, was ciit off through the;treachery, of his; 
wife’s brother. • ' ! i , ' 'ii, 

Khaujah Zeheir-ud-dein Keiain’y succeeded, 'through theexer-: 
tions of'Heyder Kassaub ,'but being a slave, to his pleasures he ivas, 
at the expiration of forty da3^s, .removed from authoiity byithe same 
chieftain, who now took possession for himself.' , .y 

Pehlewaun Heyder Kassaud (the butcher) did not, .however, enjoy 
his usurpation, above foiu months , being at the expiration lof that pe^j: 
nod, namely'irt ‘the latter Rebbeia of the seven hundred and sixty 
first of the Hidjerah^,^ cut off, at the instance of his master, by a slave 
belonging to Pehlewaun Hussun Damaghau'n3^ j m 

Ameir Lutfullah, the son of Wejeiah-ud-dein jMussaoudj suc- 
ceeded thiougli the influence of'the same HussuiuDdmaghauny, who 
Yvas his- preceptor, or Atabek , on occasion of some jealousies with 
whom he Was, 'however, at the expiiation ,of fifteen months, in Rud]ub 
of the seven hundiedand sixt^' second of the Ilidjeraji-]- deposed 'and 
put to death by that chief . - 

Pehlewiu'n! Hussun Damaghaun}'-, upon this, possessed. himself^of' 
the government ’ He retained his authority for foui years and fourj 
months ; until about the month of Zilkaud of the seven hundred and 
sixty sixth of the HidjerahJ when like most of his predecessois, he 
was assasinated by his own followers, at the instigation -of Khaujah 
Ally hlheyud; w'ho had .taken advantage of hiS absence pn a distant 
expedition, 'to make himself master of Subbuzwaur Khaaljah Aeuy 
]\IuEYUD succeeded, and retained the government of Subbuzwaur to- 
gether with^Nej'shapur, and other parts- of the adjoining, extensive 
teiritor}', under considerable .vicissitude i of fortune, until the, seven 
hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah , when, the greater part of 
Ivhorassaun having been alread}' subjugated bj' Teymur, and that con- 
queror being on his advance toivards Subbuzwaur, Ally Mdeyud also 
thought pioper to sulimit, on his arrival at Neyshapur. The independ- 
ence of the ScihcdaiiTians appears to have thus terminated, after it 
had subsisted for something less than half a centui^x , 

' March, A. D. 13G0 tM.ij-, A D. 1061., JJiilv, A. D. 1365. 
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IVlh, of the Ghoni W))^, or Sii/lan^ of Ohoin . ' , A D lov. 98. 

()u ihe authoritv ot louncr lii^toiians, it is sUlotl, that ^\ lien I'cn- 
doun. tho TC’Storor ol t\\c anrioiitlVpum inonaichy, succeeded in sub- 
vcrliiig the power ofthc Arabian U''iirpor i^oliauk, some oftheraccof 
the latter w itbdrcw for sateA to t\ic mountains ol Ghour, between 
Balkh and Scicstaun , where, ha; mg secured anas; 1 urn, they .supported 
themselves m nulependeiit sovereignly, fa succession^ until the tune 
ot Mahmud ot Ghernom At that period it was vested in a prince of. 
the name ofSour; , who falling into the liands of Mahmud, w as by him 
put to death , but a grandson ofthc same Soury contriMiig to escape, 

fiomthepow eroftheCnie/nevide. made his w\u into 1 lindiistaun , w here 
ho fixed his abode m one ot the eelobrated temples, or pagodas, of that 
countr; The exile had a son ofthc name ofSaum, who. tow aids the 
decline ot bic took tbciesoUuion ol returning to the land of Ins ances- 
tors , and tor that purpose cmharked, with the ;vhole of his family, on 
board of one ot llic vessels cmido;ed on the eo.ist of India, and pro- 
ceeded to sea. Meeting, how e; Cl, w jch adverse ;\ inds, and tempestu- 
ous weather, the \esscl louudered on the \o; ago, and cvers soul on Ori"iiT of die 
boaid perished, excepting 1 Insse; nc the son of .Saum , w ho, after ha\'- Gliounaus. 
mg been tossed about on a single plank, tor three da;s and as many 
jnghts at the increv oi the ;; inds and w aves, at last fortunately reached 
the shore Thvis miraculousU’ delwcicd trom the penis ot the ocean, 

Hussey nc made for the first to;;n that he could discover and at the 
entrance ol a small shop laid hunscU do;; n to sleep for the night, w here 
oneol the patiole, or w atchmen, taking him fora lobber, immediately 
seized andthic;v himuito a piison, m which he continued lor a period 
of seven jears At the expiration of that pciiod, the reigning prince 
happening to die, a general enlargement of prisoners w as proclaimed 
thronghouUhcconntry , and the unblended Hussey ne w asamong others 
permitted to a; ad bunselt of the indulgence. 

Once more at large, the son of Saum' no;v took the road to\;’ards 
Gheznem , but on his W’ay falling m ;v)th a band of robbers, they ;\eie 
unfortunately so struck w ith his apparent bodily stiength and activity, 
that they lurnishcd him ;vith a horse and armour, and pre; ailed upon 
him to enrol himselt m their band The very same night they ;veie, 
however, the whole ot them, surprised and taken by a'detachment of 





45 - 1 ' 


A II 492-515. 
A D 1098-1121 

Kliolaussiit^ 

ul-akhbaur. 


/ 


the troops ofSultan Ibraiihim ofGheznili, by whom' they were imme- 
diately bound hand and neck and' conveyed* to'that capitnl , and they 
were on their arrivab without much ceremony, by the Shltan con- 
demned' to die. When the' executioner' approached to bind' the eyOs' 
of Hbsseyne, the diopeless imfortunate addiessed himselh to heavem 
m these terms Almighty being, I'hnoW' that* with' thy divine nature 
“error is dternally incompatible how comes at, ne\’‘ert}heless,- that 
“ these men are permitted to destroy an innocent stranger The Words' 
made an nhptession on the e'xecutiOnei J and he found means, through 
one' of the royalTiousehold', to' get them repeated' to Shltan Ibrauhim. 
ITusseyne was now, ordered to the piesence, and desired by the Sultan 
to relate his history , which having made known, as far as he thouglit 
convenient, he was upon' this directed' to take his rank, among the ' 
Haujebs, or chkidbefla’ins of the palhce. ■ ' 

On the accession of Sultan Mussaou'd, m the four hundred and 
ninety second of the Hidjerah, the fortune of Husseyne 'the son of 
Saum \Vas so far advanced, that he received from that monaich the 
government of Ghour, the seatof ins ancestors. Butins children, on 
his death, throwing O'ffth'e authority of the' race ofISebek'teggin, aseries 
of inveterate hostillties'en'sued', in winch Alla-ud'-'deie'j'tlie eldest of 
those children, having expelled Behram Shah froln Ghezninj and leav- 
ing his brother Seyf-ud-dem m possession of that capital, those events 
weie ultimately brought to pass, on his return to Fej-rouzkoh, winch 
have been already related m h foimer'page. 

Alla-ud-dein HirssEYitE jahaun souz (the conflagrator) the son of 
Husseyne-Eben-Saum, most signklly avenged' the death of his biother, 
betrayed by the inhabitants of Gheznln, in the manner formeily related. 
But being at a subsequent period defeated by Shltali Sunjur of the 
race of Seljhk, in an attempt against the province of Khorassaun, he 
became the prisoner of that monarch. He made himself, however, so 
acceptable to the Seljhkian by the conviviality of his disposition, and 
an ingenious piece of flattery at a convivial moment, that_.he was, after 
ashort and easy captivity, restored to the government of bis country. 
He did not, however, long survive his restoration. 

Se3rf-ud-dem Mahommed, the son of A.lla-ud-dein, succeeded on 
the death of his father , but at the expiratioti of little more than a 
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leng^giiigliBlhostirities 'With 'the predatory Ghezzians, 
-he Mas, in an action with those- banditti, first treacherously wounded 
fby/one ofdiis own Ameirs,'whose>brotherdie had foruierlyiput to death, 
'and finally dispatched -bygone of the^enemy. 

Sultau AbCil Euttah Gheyauth-ud-dem Mahdmmed, itbe sbn df 
:Saum, sbcceeded'Oh-the deafh'ofiiiis couzan german, forthey aresaid 
Ito haveibeeU brotli'er’smhildren, about thdifiv.eihundredmnd fifty^sitxth 
■of the Hidjcrah.' He-madediimself tnaster ofthegreatedpart Of K1ior- 
assaun, by the expulsion of the Khaurezmians^.and died,!aftBr a dong 
-and prosperous ireign ofuhree aird^forty years, nn tlie^fivediundred-'and 
'ninety oiinthoffthe 'Hidjeiah. iHe Was buried >m the pnnciphlimosqu'e 
of Hei^t. “ ‘ ' 

iShltanSti^H AUB.^t7i)-BBi!N,ithe son'ofSautn,diad been ahea’dy seated 
‘on^theitbrOne'of ’GheWin,eby ihis brother 'Oheyauth-Ud-'dein, so'fslr 
back as 'they ear 577 . and was'the conquetor of ©ehly audfth'e north of 
India, whroh'he pkqed ufiderithe-aUthOrlty o'fiKuWbudi'deinfEybek 
iotieiof his slat'es iOn'thB4eathofihik:bTother,fbeing<m the tenitory 
between >T'uss and'Setkli'^s an iKhorassaun, ihe -proceeded ' immedi- 
ately^to (Baudghe’fes , Where ihaviYig'fperlOrmed the dast duties '-to 'the 
nemaius of the deceased taonarehi die irtvested'himself With^his author- 
ity j-andihastehed' to iGheznelh.' ''With 'an arm}', 'Whidh'he bad'thOre 
drawn )togCther, die shortly -lafterwards advanceditonards dC'haurezm ; 
>b(it, ^being toWlly defeated an 'a battle ovith "Sultan Ivlahoinmed, die 
m as ' compelled do detire 'once tnor’e i to 'Gheznein. d'le dvas, how- 
ever, 'preparing for an expedition -of dlifee yeCtsunto TPrkfestaun, 
niien some hostile indications among. the ^natives ofJKohjfiU, ‘between 
the Indus and the Beliaut,xirew his attention to that quarter, and he 
•was on his return from a successful inroad against those refractory 
mountaineers, when, on the ihird of Shabaun of the six hundred and 
second ofthe Hidjerah,* he was assassinated, at a place called Deybek 
or Debeik, b} one of the Fedayan, or zealots of Almoiviit. 

Sultan 2klAHMUD the son ot Gheyauth-ud-dein, on the death ofhis 
uncle, succeeded at Feirouz-koh of Ghour, to the authority of his 
ancestor' , and finally included within his dominions, together with 

* ;March A. D. 120G. 
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Ghoiir and Gheznein, a considerable part -of the territory beyond the 
Indus, and of' Kliorassaun. Having, however, iiKcompliaiice with in- 
structions from Sultan Mahommed of Khaurezm, with whom he was 
now at peace, imprisoned Alla Shah the son of Tiikkesh Khaun, the 
brother of that monarch, who had sought protection at Feyrouzkoh, 
.some Khorassaunies, and natives of Irak attached to the exile, scaled ' 
theteiraces of the palace ^of Sultan Mahmhd, on tlie night of the third 
of Sulfur of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah,-|* and suc- 
ceeded m putting him to death. 

Subsequent to this unexpected event, Saum, the son of Shltan ]\Iah- 
mhd, and Atseiz the son of Alla-ud-dein Jahaunsouz, made some feeble 

j ^ 

effoits to sustain the grandeur derived fiom their ancestors , but as the . 
power of the family was now about to terminate, and Shltan Mahom- 
ined the Khauiezmian had by this time, made himself entire master of 
the Persian empire, their exertions were unavailing and the hand of 
destiny thus finally closed the recoid of th6 lace of Ghour 

Of an inferior branch of the family which governed in.Bamiaun and 
Tokhaurestaun, and of the slaves of the same family who attained to 
sover.eign power m Hindustaun, it would be her? unnecessary to insert 
-the brief account of the author. Neither is it of sufficient importance 
to introduce the history of the race of Guerret, said to claim its descent 
from Sultan Sunjurthe Seljukian ; which flourished with consider- 
able splendoui at Herat and in the neighboring countries, from the 
^time of Gheyauth-ud-dem Mahommed, the sonof Saum^ to the irrup- 
tion of the Tcheghatayans, or- Moghuls of Transoxiana, under Tey- 
MUR, of whom more hereafter. . , ' ; 

'■ •July 2Glh, A. D.1210. 
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CHAP X. 

T ut origin oftlic KlIA^^s, or ‘sovereigns of the Turkish, or Tartar 

nations, i\ Incli o\ crsproail the \ ast interior continent ol Asia, has scyr. 
been ascribed hv the recorded traditions of the cast, to \apheth, or 
Japliet, the son of Noah , whom tlic plurality of historians haveagreed 
to represent as a Pa/fr/iamlx t i or prophet acting under the 

iminediatc and c\pre‘:s inspiration of hear cn, for the instruction or 
reformation ofcrrimi luunanity When, after escaping the tremendous 
catastrophe of the dednge. the ark rested on mount Jhd, and the great 
patriarch, either h> the direct inspiration ol the dninc being, or from 
the impulse of his own discretion, proceeded to allot to his children 
the diflcrcnt quarters of the earth, he assigned to Yapheth the coun- 
tries of the north and cast , and we arc further infoiincd that when the 
latter was about to depart foi the regions allotted to him, he requested 
that his father would instruct liim in some torm ofpraNcr, or invocation, 
that should, w hcne\ cr he reqtiircd it, piocurc for his people the blcs- Origin of tlip 
sing of ram Incompliance with this request Xoah imjiartcd to his 
son one oi the nnstciious names of God, inscribing it on a stone; 
which, as an c\ cilasting nieinoi lal, he doli\eictl at the same time into 
Ins possession Yapheth now' pioccedcd with the whole of his family 
to the north cast, accoidmg to appointment, devoting himself, as is 
the manner of those who inhabit the boundless plains in that quarter, 
to a w'andcnng and pastoral life and having instituted lor his follow’crs 
the most just and rirtuous regulations for their conduct, nerer failed 
to plocuie for them, through theinfluenceof thesaci ed deposi tconsigned 
to him b\ his lather, ram and moisture for their lands, wdiencverocca- 
•Jion made It necessary This stone has been denominated by the Arabs, 
thehulier-iil-mattvr— lapis imbrifer, or rainstone,by the Poisians, Suno-- 
yeddah — ^aidstone or stone ol power, and hy the Turks, Jcddahtans/i. 

And itis affirmed Uiatthe samestone w'as pi eseived among theMoo-huls 
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and O Uzbeks, possessing the same mysterious property, to the days 
of the author, m the beginning of the sixteenth century. 

Having lived to be the father of a numerous piogen}^ Yapheth Avith- 
drew, in the process of time, from this transitory to a moie permanent 
state of existence, leaving, according to Shurf-ud-dein the Yezdian, 
in his introduction to the ZuffurnSmah, seven sons, in the following 
orde^; I. Turk , II. Khozzez or Khozzer , III. Seklaub ; lY. Russe ; 
V. Mussung or jMunsug , YI. Tchem or Cheeh ; YII. Gomaury, by 
some nations called also, Keymaul. To tlicse have been added four 
more by another author, making altogether eleven, of whom the fol- 
lowing are given as the namesofThiee , YIII. Khillidje, IX. Sedsan; 
X. Ghezz " Of the eleventli the name is not recoided. 

On the death of Y^aphetli, his eldest son Turk, v hom the nations 
of Tartary have fuither distmguislicd by the name of Yapheth Oglily, 
and Oghlan, thejmunger Y^apheth, succeeded to his father’s authority , 
and IS debcribed as equally biave, polished, intelligent, and discreet. 
He fixed his abode at Selling, or Selingai, celebrated for its hot andcold 
springs , first constructing his habitations of poles and straw. Ulti- 
mately he was, however, the inventor of tents , and he instructed his 
people to fabricate for themselves short tunics, and fillets for the head, 
of the skins of Animals. In othei respects he abundantly fulfilled the 
duties of a just and beneficent ruler , and he js considered by the Turks, 
or nations of Taitary, as the first of their monarchs, in the same manner 
as Keyomars is considered as the fiist of the kings of Persia He had 
five sons I Almenjah , II. Toutug oi Toumuk , HI. Tchuggul , 
lY. Beieskhaur , Y. Amlauk Of the second of these, whose name by 
latter historians, has been conupted into Ghoudug, it is stated, that one 
day while on a hunting party, letting fall a paitof what he was eating 
to the ground, wdiich happened to be impregnated with salt, he found, 
when he picked his morsel up again, and convejmd it to his mouth, 
the flavor so agreeable, that he forthwith introduced among his coun- 
trymen for the first time,.tlie use of salt with their food 

Of Khozzez, or Khozzer, the second son of Y apheth, it is related 
that he settled on the banks of the Attel, or river Yolga so called ; 
where he devoted himself to the taking of foxes, and of their skins 
taught his followers td'make their clothing. In exploring the moun- 
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tmn-cnvcrns, ]\\<=, cluUlron, cmuliiclcfl Iiy a swarm of hoes, (Hsco\orc(l a 
nia'^sol honey, orwineh they soon learnt to make confection^ Stnu- 
tenecn)\ a numerou'^ prngenv, Si-kl.inh. the tliircl ol the Yaphctlulcs, 
alternalelv applieil to liis hrotheP', Uusse,an(l Khoz/e/, and CJoinnnry, 
for pormisvum to erect hiv dwolhin; in llicir territories., and reeci\in'>- 
Iroin cacli a decnled rofusaK a war ensued, m the course of y hu h the 
Sekl.uihiah, orSci.n omanv, tlie descend ints of heki.inh, were deicated ; 
and rctiri'iy liexond llie l)onndai\ oi the se\enlh climate, into the fii- 
eul 7one, Merc compelled h\ the inteiisii% of the cold, to seek for 
habitations in the how eK oi t\ie tnrth On the anihoni v of the Tlou- ' 
/ nt-us Mifia It IS liirtln r r. 1 iied that one of the w u es ofSeklanl) d\ in- 
in ('hild hirlh, the new born inlant w.m coiisii^iied to be Isncklcd hy 
Ins fullers hounds, heiiee when he In eaiiie of a-e the child, like one 
ol the canine sju-cies, spinn- upon (^,r^ man lhathll nMiiswa\. 
M nil respect to llusse, the ionrih of tin soiisofVaplictli, nothin- more 
IS mentioned, than that lie w as a fu-r.'e and iiitrnctahlc savage, aifd that 
the pracliecofimheialtiKpurv, (Vorerhu puruden) was inu-oduccd liv 
him , an ar-nment mtiier ol inipro\ emeiit in the arts of life, ifitw.i's 
not indeed aeenmpanied wiih the toiinre Miinsn- the filth of the 
sons ol Yapheth and pooiijl^ the pro-eiiitoi ot the w is 

.yt.nsmshcl lor Ins or., 1 ,, o„,l iktI.J-o,,, d„pos„.o„. .n.d setilo.] o„ 

' the coniines ot nnlglianr. 

In '''Irodncuontotln; Zumun.nn.ihalie.uU-niUcrtrd to lUs ,t 

seonis stated th.it or as l,e ,s somrtimes dfiiomm.ttcd, Ales- 

. sfOta had a son called Uhe. ,„.d that ho.n h,m .le,-rc„dod tl.o ihea. 

■anti, bos, lhcmoslloroc,ot,s.,ndMe,aiKolallthe,Mogl,ulr.,cc„.Itl,oue-r 

Iroma l.reccdmst statcraont. ue Merc led to consider tins „ I i , 

-he son ol Yapheth. Mithonl anj ndonnehate ln,h ' he ”ha',r'o“ 
the death of their common p.treiit, hoM-cver, ., contest ,s s nd to I, " 
arisen hetttecn tins Ghevz ..ml Ins elder b, other Y .,>1,011. 0^1 
tliesiihjietol lhoSiinotcdd.th, of Minch the former h id In- so° ' 
or othei possessed hnnself )^or. tvhen his brother ,n„de\ d' rnTd "f 
the piccotis deposit, Ghersconti.ted to impose nnon lnm 
the real Sanjyeddah, asiipposilitions one nhich bG 1 l 
graved for the purpose , and the ti.tud which had be en- 

oponhita, being detected on the first occaston on m Inch te^nmd 
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to invoke the heavenh' poweis for rain, Yaphetli Oglilan proceeded 
at the head of his follo^^ ers to punish the insolent imposition. In the 
course of the hostilities u hich ensued, Beighii the eldest sonof Ghezz, 
•was slam on the field of battle; and the animosity uhich hence ori- 
ginated, continues to subsist to this day (that on which Khondemeir 
was writing his history) between the descendants of the two brothers. 
Tchein. or Cheen, thesixthof the sonsofYapheth. became an inhabi- 
tant ofthat region -which still retains his name , and was distinguished 
forsubtilty of invention, and discrimination of judgment. Tohimaie, 
of course, ascribed the aits of painting and sculpture, of wearing in 
mixed, or divers colours, and the discovery of silk, from thelabours of 
the silk w orm In short, he is recorded as the inventor of all those ad- 
mired productions in manufacture -and art, for which the natives ot 
China have evei been, and still continue, so deservedly celebrated His 
son jMatchein constructed, during the life of his father, the city to whidi 
he gave liis own name ; and Avhich extended in the process of time 
to the countries situated between China proper, and India."^ This lat- 
ter prince introduced the practice of w^earing feathers in the turban , 
and he also first discovered, and applied to use the preclou's drug, gen- 
erated under the navel of the musk antelope. 

Of Gomaury, (Corner) the seventh of the sons of Yapheth. it is al- 
leged that he became entirely devoted to his pleasures, but more par- 
ticularly to those of the chace; and that he fixed his abode on the spot 
subsequently occupied by the city of Baghd.^d, if indeed this is not an 
error of the transcriber. He had two sons, Bulghaur, and Burtauss, 
or Bertas ; and it was the latter of these two, that first brought into 
use the skins of the ermine,and the sable. 

The elder brother, Turk, orYapheth Oghlan, after attaining to the 
age of two hundred and forty, died , and was succeeded by his son 
Almenjah Khaun, who proved a just and virtuous monarch, adding 
consideiably to the prudent regulations established by his father At 
a very advanced age he chose however to abdicate the sovereign power 
in favor of his son, and to withdraw to a Ii fe of seclusion - Deib Bak fn 
Khaim, the sou of Almenjah Khaun. This appellative, or rather the 
first term of it, Deih. is stated to signify glory, a throne, and dignity. 
He was a magnificent and puissant prince, and at his deatJi devised the 
succession to hisson. Gei/ugov GiiyugKhawi the son of Deib Bakui, 
"Unless, indeed tL'S is to be identified, iMth Mangi, 
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the death of his father, seated himself on the throne of the Turkish 
so^ ereitriis, and at the close of life also devol^cd the succession to Ins 
son. Alcvjah KhaJin the son of Gvi,> hg Khaun, pro\ ed like his prede- 
cessors a just and beneficent prince, but the Turkish nation, elated by 
the pride of uninteirupted prospeiity, dishonored his reign by lorsaking 
tlie path of rectitude, the noiship of the true God, and erring into 
the absurd systems of idolatry and iinpicty Alenjah Khaun had two 
sons, tain brothers, nliose names were Tat<\r and Moghul , betwixt 
whom in the zenith of his power he made adi\ ision of all his posses- 
sions. And over these respectively, on the death of their father, the 
tno princes proceeded each to exercise a sepaiate authority. 

Of the line of Tatar, including himself, eight persons successively 
enjoyed the sovereign pow er, in the follon mg order. 1 Tatar Khaun. 
2 Bouka orBouga Khaun, thcsonofTat,\rKhaun 3 Melinjah Khaun, 
the son of Bouka Khau n . 4 Asscly , or Essely Khaun , the son of Melinj ah . 
5 Atseiz Khaun, the son of Essely Khaun, 6 Ourdu Khaun, the son of 
AtseizKhaun 7 Ba} dii Khaun, the son ot Ourdu Khaun Baydu was a 
prince of exalted spiiit, but engaging in hostilities null the Moghul 
tribes he laid the fotindation of that inextinguishable animosity, wluch 
subsequently subsistedbetw eentheTatirandhloghul nations S Sounje 
Khaun, nas the last monarch of the raceof Tatki , for the hostility 
which had been recently kindled, between the collateral and riVal tribes, 
was blown to such violence, during the reign of Sounje Khaun, as to 
be no longer appeased by the ordinary expedients of conciliation 

iloghhl Khaun and his descendants, on the other hand, possessed 
the sovcicign authority for nine successions 1 hloghul Khaun, the 
^on of Alemah Khaun The name is said to be agiadual corruption 
of the terra Mhiigav 111, which signifies abject and simple-hearted, 
lie had however four sons K^^l Khaun , Auzir Khaun , Kerr Khaun ; 
and Ouz Khaun. 2 Kdra Khaun, the eldest of these, assumed the 
government on the death of his father , fixing his residence at Karako- 
rum, situated as heie described, in a hollow between two hills, named 
Outauk and Kertauk * During his reign, the iMoghuls are said to 

* The supposed situation of tins celebrated metropolis is fi\ed by modern geographers in 
tlie 43th degree ofN laUtude, and in Uie 107th of longitude East of Greemtich , and ac- 
cording to Pctisdc la Croix about U\catj day s’ journey North of China. 
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have been so totally immersed in idolatry and impiety, that the fathers 
slew their children without mercy, on percening the slightest indica- 
tion of a disposition to abstain from their vile and polluted practices. 
However, n hile the nation was absoibed in these ciicumstances of de- 
grading superstition, an infant ofsingularbenuty was born totlie consort 
ofKaraKhaun ; which having obstinately refused thebieast of its mother, 
forthree daysand as manynightssuccessively,andassuringher very dis- 
tinctly, in her dieams, that until she embraced the belief of the only 
tiue God, her milk should neverpass his lips, she privately becameacon- 
vert to the truth, not yet daring to moke an open profession of it, through 
dread of her husband’s resentment. The child upon this immediately 
took to her breast. At the period under consideration itvas the cus- 
tom ofthe ISIoghuls to defer the naming oftheii children until they were 
a tnelve mouth old , accordingly, when the infant prince had attained 
the proper age, and a sumptuous entertainment had been proMcIed for 
the occasion, Kara Khaun demanded in the presence of his assembled 
Amcirs, and the members of his court, what name he should bestow 
upon the royal child , the latter replied with peifect lluency of lan- 
truage “my name is Oglu'u ” A point thus determined by the iiitcr- 
>ention of a miracle must have secured unanimous concurrence. 

Alined at years of mutuiitN, the young piiiice was mariied by his 
father, to one of his cousins, the daughter of Keir Khaun , but, in con- 
‘-efiucncc of the disciepancy on the sul)|oct of religion, Oghuz Khaun 
finding! It diihcult to reconcile himself to his biide, his father pio- 
cured lor him, some time afterwards, the daughter of his second uncle, 
Auzir Khaun , horn, for similar reasons, he felt himself equally dis- 
])oscd to dislike In thn state of oscillanc^", and incertitude, the young 
prince happened one day, on his return from hunting, to pass by the 
tralcofOu? Khaun, his third uncle’s mansion , vhcie he perceived tin 
daughter ofthe Moghul chief, superintending the labour of her maids, 
v\ ho were occupied in washing the linen of the family The prince 
called her to him, and declared that if she u ould consent to abjure the 
erross iinjneties of her tribe, and embnice the religion of truth, he v ould 
iimuec'iately c'^pou^c, and hold her far dearer than life, or any of its 
bic>-ing^ '1 he nwnph, like other bashful m.udcns, gently whis- 
pered in rcpl\ , that when she hccaine Ins wife, she trusti d that she 



463 

should be found in no circumstance, disobedient to who was Habcib as>- 

the master of her destiny Oghdz Khaun now obtained Ins father’s .< 

consent to unite himself to the object of his choice , and an exclusive, 
and ardent attachment taking place between him and his new bride, 
the jealousy of his other wives was excited to that degree of animosity, 
that they embraced the opportunity, one day, while their husband was 
absent on ahunting partj^ to appiize their fatherinlaW of his son’s 
contempt, and that of his favorite wife, foi the idolatrous superstitions 
of their country, and of their private adherence to the Worship of the 
true God 

Enraged at what he now for the first time understood, the old mon- 
arch hastened at the head of some of his followers, with the view of 
surpiising thepeison of the prince, while unsuspectingly engaged in 
thechace But his faithful and atfectionate wife finding means to con- 
vey to liim intelligence of the danger, Oghuz Khaun was enabled to 
put himself in a posture of defence , and a conflict ensuing, which ter- 
minated in the death of KtUa Khaun, his soldiers gave up the contest, 
and the cron n, to his \ ictor son. 

3 Oghuz Khaun the son of KCira Khaun This, by the concurrent 
testimoii)^ of histoiians, was a magnanimous and potent pi ince, for- 
tunate in all his designs, and obeyed in his authority, thiough a most 
extensive portion of the oriental world But more than all, his acti- 
ons received an unfading lustre from his belief in the dictates of eter- 
nal truth In other words, he was a monotheist, professing the pure and 
uncorrupted faith of the patriarchs, and eaity progenitors of the human 
lacc. The extentofhis dominions is, at the same time, stated to have 
been beyond the ordinary conceptions of the understanding, and he 
bears among the Turkish nations, the same venerated character as 
Jemsheid among the Persians He was, however, at the commence- 
ment, compelled to sustain a long and arduous contest with his uncles, 
and other relatives , but proving ultimately triumphant over all oppos- 
ition, he finally threw open to mankind the avenues to that liberal 
and unbounded beneficence, which dweltin his bosom He is indeed 
described to have reduced the u hole of the teriitory of the Moghuls 
and Tartars to the river Oxus , and by some it is asserted that he even 
crossed that river, and subjugated a great part ot the Persian empire. 
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Habeit-us-] He reigned with unrivalled splendor and prosperity, fora period of se- 
venty two years , leaving at liis death, six male childien, two^of whom 
attained to the sovereign poiver. 

ToOghuz Khaunwefind ascribedmany,ifnotmostoftheappellations 
still retained by the principal Moghfil and Tartar tribes, the enumer- 
ation of which, as piesented hy the author, it may in this place not be 
improper to introduce. I, During the period in ivliich he was con- 
tending for dominion -with his uncles, a body of his kindred from 
wdiom h'e had been recently separated, appealed most seasonably to 
his aid. To these he assigned the appellation of , which in the 

pieliminary to the zuffuin^mah, is stated to signify conjunction, and 
mutual compact II In one of thegreat battlesin which he triumphed 
over his adversaries, a prodigious booty fell into the hands of his fol- 
loweis, and some of them hit upon the construction of a w^aggon for 
the conveyance of the spoil. Oghuz Khaun bestoived upon these the 
appellation of Kankiily^ that being in the Turkish language the name 
for a ivaggon, oi perhaps for a ivheeled carriage of any description. 
Ill On anothei occasion, on w Inch he had been unsuccessful in a con- 
flict w itli Ayeit Borak, one of the most powerful chieftains ofThrkes- 
taun,and he bad encamped, during his retreat from the field ofbattIe,in 
apeninsula betiveen the beds of two rivers, a pregnant w’oman, w^hose 
husband had been killed in the recent conflict, was delivere’d of her 
infant in the canty of a hollow tree The Khaun, in pity towards the 
helpless, and w idowed female, adopted the child foi Ins own, and gave 
It the name of Kcpichanl , deiived from Kebouk, v Inch is said to sig- 
nify a tree, hollow in the trunk. Seventeen years subsequent to tins 
disaster, Oghuz Khaun tiiumphed in his turn over the same Ayeit 
Borak, and took ample vengeance for his former discomfiture. IV. 
On his return into Turan, fiom Ins expedition against the Persian ter- 
iitory, being intercepted by the severest rigors of an inclement winter, 
and his march impeded by heavy and incessant falls of snow , many 
of the soldiers dropped to the rear, unable to keep up with the army- 
To these, when apprized of the circumstance, the monarch applied 
the term Khaureik — pioprietors, or perhaps, partners in the snow . 
V Prom the pieliminary to the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian, the his- 
toi) of Tejmur so called, it is further related, that while engaged m 
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one of Ins expeditions for the subjugation oC an adjoining territory, Hnbeibus'- 
Oghuz IChaim had found it expedient to proliibit that any of his sol- — !!1L^ 
dicrsshould under any pretext stray from their standards. It happened, 
hon ever, that one of the soldier’s wives should he taken m labour dur- 
ing the maich, and, through the failure of strength and sustenance being 
unable to proceed, her husband remained to take care of her. When 
he least expected it, a sheghal, or jackal, passed along the road with a 
pheasant in its mouth, and the soldier throwing his cudgel at it, the 
animal dropped its prey ; with uhicli, dressing up an excellent Kabauhi 
a dish well knonif in the east, lie relieved the hunger of his wife, and 
enabled her to G:ive iiounshmeiit to her new-born infant. The Khaun 
expressing much displeasure that any circumstance however uigent, 
should be thoiurht ot suflicieiit wemht to authorize a disobedience of 

O O 

his conimands, addressed to the husband the term Khclidjc , which 
implies, “woman ' remain n here thou art According to another writer 
in the court ot Shah Rokh, who dedicated his work to ^Iirza Ulugh 
Beg, the exclamation, to which Oghuz Khaun gaie utteiance on this 
occasion, was'Kahitjc, w inch signifies, “remain behind in hungei ” 

This in the lapse of ages became gradually corrupted into Khclidje ; 
but either waj, the origin of the tnbeofthe Klieljies. or Gueltchies, is 
reterred to this man 

On the information of the Rouzut-us-ufla, the author proceeds to 
state, that in the course of a tew q;encrations, the descendants ofOarh- 
iiz Khaun diverging into four and twenty distinct branches, some of 
these settled in Khorassaun, and the toriitorj’' along the Oxus ,* and 
their posterity, either through the influence of climate, or the unerring 
proiidence of the creator, losing in a great measiiie, thei^’ original cast 
ot features, the neighboring nations bestowed upon them the appella- 
tion of Tifr/ioinann; as much as to say Turkmaumnil — Turk-resemb- 
Img. By Seyud Jullaul-ud-dein, an Arabian author who composed a 
treatise precisely on this subject, which he dedicated to MirzaEskun- 
dur the son of Omar Sheikh, and grandson of Te 3 uu(ir, it is howevei 
contended that theTilrkmauns area race entirely distinct, and w ithout 
the slightest affiiiit\" to either Tuik or hloghul , notwithstanding this, 

It IS a fact very cleaily demonstrated, in the preliminary discourse to 
the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian. so often referred to on I aVtar subjectSj 
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that the Ti\rkmauns, or Turcomans, are indisputably descended from- 
Turk the sonofYapheth , since in the sequel of the war between TArk, 
and Ghezz the son of Munsug, or Messenje, it is unequivocally as- 
seited, that from the day on Avhich Beighh the son of Ghezz fell in one 
of the conflicts of that war, an inextinguishable hostility was perpetu- 
ated from generation to generation between the Turks and Turkomauns, 
and still continued to subsist to the da3fs of the Yezdian historian 
Having found repose from his conquests in Turkestaun and the Per- 
sian territor}^ Oghitz Khaun, on his return to the seat of his ancestors, 
at or near Karakorum, caused a suit of magnificent pavilions of cloth 
of gold, to be erected, in which he gave, to the nobles and distinguished 
inhabitants of all the countries subject to his authorit3^, amost sumptu- 
ous and splendid feast. Of this the magnitude may be in some degree 
estimated from the statement, that there were nine tomauns, or ninety 
thousandsheep, and nine hundred mares slaughtered for the occasion ; 
and that there was a proportionate supply of wine and Kommeiz, (ali- 
quor made of feimented mare^s milk) with ever3’’ accompaniment that 
could serve to lender this display of Taitar festivity, complete m allits 
circumstances. On the same occasion the monarch is sard to have 

invented the on which to spread the eatables and drinkables ' 

/ 

provided foi the entertainment, he arranged his childien and grand- 
children according to their stations in his court and arm3'^, and treated 
the whole, without distinction, with extraordinary marks of kindness, 
and with unbounded liberalit3'^. 

Of Oghuz Khaun it is further related, that his sons presentinghim with 
a golden bow, and three arrous of the same metal, which the3’' had 
found during one of their hunting parties, the old monaich allotted 
the bow to the three eldest, whose names were respectrvel3S Kiinn, 
Ae3'',and Yelduz ; who divided it, or the metal of which it was composed, 
betwixt them m three equal shaies. From this circumstance they 
obtained the appellation ofBouzuk,or Bouzuk The arro-ws were as- 
signed to the three 3munger brothers, Keyhg, or Guydg, Deyauc, and - 
Tengueiz, fiom which the3'’ became distinguished by the appellation 
of Oujuk , and hence the Tartar tribes have assigned to the line of the 

• It was probably a set of painted cloths, since the orientals use no tables. It v/aii.pcr- 
haps the Soflrali. 
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Bo\uuk a prccctlcncc over that of the Oujuk, -^ynonimous vith On- 
jauk, the bow bcarino; an analosry to the sovereign powei, and the 
arrows to its agents, the organs of its authority. Ife lastl}^ ordained 
that the command ol the right ving ofhis army, by the Arabs called 
il/< ymcim/i, and b} the Tartars , Gera ng/mvo , should be always vested 
in the Bouzuk, n hile that of the left n mg, by the Arabs designated the 
il/t;/c<;'?frf?//,and by the Tartars should in like manner in- 

vauably reside in the Oujuk, or toungcr branch ; a superiority which 
he further confirmed h\ establishing the succession in theclder blanch, 
and by expressly ordaining that the Oujuk should be subject to their 
authority. 

4 Kenn, orKunn Khaun,i\ Inch is stated in thcTartarlanguagc to be 
s\nonimoub\\ ithlhcsun, succeeded tobislalber , and cquall} extended 
to his subjects the blessings ol a just and beneficent reign. Through 
the advice ofhis father’s ministers, he was prevailed upon to make an 
equal division of the departed monaich’s moveable property .between 
his brothers and their children, assigning to each his proper rank, and 
Tumghaujorcharterof immunities by which disinterestedand prudent 
measure, a permanent and unshaken tricndship was confirmed through 
every branch ot the family. For the rank and pretensions ol every 
indiv idual beino; thus unalterably regulated, and distinctlv understood, 
no circumstance could occur to intcirupt their haimoiiy , and hence it 
subsisted unimpaired for a series of years among the descendants of 
Oghuz Khaun, and the imperial powei continued in his posterity, for 
so manv generations. Kunn Ivhaun died after a prosperous reign of 
seventj'’ } ears. 

5 Aey Khaun theson ofOglu’iz Khaun, succeeded to his brother; 
his name being, in theTaitar language, that also of the moon ,and hence 
possibly the name of the goddess Anaitis lie emulated the example 
of his predecessor, m the justice and beneficence of his reign , which 
after it had continued for several yeais in great prosperitj^ terminated 
like that of all other earthlj^ sov eieigns, m the grave. 

6 Yelduz Khaun, thesonofOghuz Khaun Thenameofthismonaich 
signifying'mthe Tai tar language, a star, bis glory is said to hav-e attained 
Its zenith at the death ot his father , whose throne havung filled for the 
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■Habdb-us- destined period, he also withdrew to the mansions of unterminating 
. splendor. 

7. Mungaly Khaun, the son of Yeldtiz Khaun,was theheirand snc- 
\ cessor to his father^s power, which be exercised with the same virtu- 
ous moderation, that so gepei ally distinguished the reign of his ancestors., 

8 . Tengueiz Khaun, the son of Mhngaly Khaun. The ocean, we 
are also informed, is known in the idiom of the Turks by the name of 
Tengueiz. He succeeded to power, at all events on the death ot his 
father ; and having supported it to a very advanced age, ultimately re- 
signed it to his son, and wnthdiew to atone in retirement for the errors 
of his past life. 

9. Aeil,,or Eyle Khaun, the son ofTengueiz Khaun, is said to have 
been the cotemporary of IMr the son of Eeridhn, king of Persia, wha 
formed with Sounje Khaun, the eighth of the Tatar sovereigns recently 
enumerated, an alliance hostile to his power. In elucidation of this it 
is represented, that wdieu a period of, one thousand years had elapsed 
after the death of Oghiiz Khaun, (we should rather sa}'^, fiom that of 

, Y’apheth Oghlan, orTtirk the son of Yapheth) during which his des- 
cendants had reigned 3Vith equal splendor and felicity, fortune with 
her usual caprice, couducted their power at length to theveigeof 
decline; or to that point in the destiny of nations, beyond which they 
rise nofuither* At such a ciisis, Thr, the son of Peiidhn, the happy 
monarch of Persian story, having completed the subjugation of the 
territory on the Oxus, and the adjoining regions of Thrkestaurr, or 
westernTartaiy, and formedan alliance with the Tartar monarch above 
alluded to, advanced in conjunction with him, to invade thepossessions 
ofEyleKhaun. In a great battle which speedily ensued, perceiving, 
however, that in fair and open conflict their utmost exertions were un- 
■availing, the allied monarchs had recourse to stratagem , and affecting 
to retire from the field of battle in dismay, halted and encamped at the 
' distance of two farsangs, 01 Persian leagues, from the positions, which 
they might have understood to be occupied by theiradversary.. The very 
day followmg, they suddenly recoiled upon the army of the Moghuls, 
and coming upon them by surprise, obtained a most complete victoiy ; 
which was succeeded by a slaughter so dreadful and exterminating 
that, excepting Keyan the son of Eyle Khaun, his mother’s brother’s' 
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st)Ti,TuHz, aftd tlieir respective sisters, not an individual of the whole Habcib-ns. 
race escaped the carnage. 

These four personages, having lain for sometime concealed, among 
the bodies of their slaughtered countrymen, seized the opportunity of 
night, to mount their horses andily from the scene of blood. They con- 
tinued their flight without intermission until dawnof day ; when, about 
that hour, they found themselves at the entrance of a steep and difficult 
defile, n Inch led upwards into a valley surrounded on all sides by stu- 
pendous mountains.* The four illustrious fugitives, after considerable 
toil and exertion, succeeded however at last in gaining the summit 
ot the pass, iihen they were transported with indescribable delight at 
the enchanting landscape w Inch suddenly broke upon their view ; a 
landscape which, in its lovely enamelled meads, in the chrystal and 
delicious streams that murmured in every direction, in the multiplied 
groves which presented themselves on every side, embellished at the 
same tune bv the most beautiful and luxuriant foliage, and loaded with 
fruit of the richest flavor and of every description, and enlivened as it 
was, by the herds of wild animals of the chace, without number, which 
brouzed and gamboled in its ever verdant glades and recesses, the sister 


* So on l\c fores, anil (o the hordcr cornea 
Of Eden, nltcrL ilelvcious Poradist, 
lyow nearer, croons nilhhcr inclosnrc p'ecn. 

As ntth a rural iniiuml, the chani]'ain head 
Of a steep vrildcrness v.hosc Inirj sides 
11 ith thicket or eri^oii n, grotesque and irdd. 
Access dent’d^ and over hcai) np^tw 
Insuperable hcicjlit of loftiest slindc, 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, nnd branching- palm, 
A St Ivan scene, nnd, as the ranks ascend. 

Shade ahOTc shade, a troodt thcalic 
Of stateliest ricir Yet higher than their tops. 
The verd’rons wall of Paradise np sprung 
Which to oin general sire gave prospect large 
Into his ncthci empire ncigbb’ring round. 

And higlicr than that wall a circling row 
■Of goodliest tiees, loa-lcn with fairest fi-nit, 
Blo'soras and fimt at once of golden hue, 
Appear’d, with gnj einmcll’d colours luiVd, 

■ —thus n as this place 

A Uuppy meal seat of various v icwo^ , 


Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and balm. 
Others whose fruit, humish’d with golden nnd. 
Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true, 

If true, here on!;,’ and of delicious taste 
Ilctwi>.t thenr lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Grazing tire tLiidcr herb, were interpos’d. 

Or paliii} billock , or the flow rv lap 
Of some imgHons vnllcj sprend her store, 

Flon’rs ofall hue, nnd without thorn the rose ; 
Another side, umbrageous grots and caves 
Of cool recess, o’er which the mantling vane 
Lays foirtKher purple grape, and gently creeps' 
Luauriant , meanwhile murm’ring waters fall 
Down the slope hills, dispers’d, or m a lake, 

That to the fringed hank with mjrtle crown’d 
Her crystal mirror holds, unite their Btrenms.. 

The birds their qnirc apply , airs, vernol airs, 
Bi-eatbing the smell of field and grove, nttana 
The trembling leav es, while univeisal Pan 
Knit with the Graces and the Hoars m dance 
Ltd on th' eternal spring 


SAttADIBE LOST,. 
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nrtsof poetry and painting "were alone competent to delineate. Here then, 
in this sequestered Glen, known to the Taitars by the name of Irgnah, or 
Irganah Koun, as much as to say Kumter-und — they are losf, or rather, 
according to a manuscript of the Kholaussut-ul-aklibaur, Kummur- 
tund — a <ii]oagand lagged they determined to fix their abode ; 
and haMiig inteimarned with their sisters reciprocally, the two chiefs 
became the origin of a numeious progeny, the descendants of Keyan 
being knou n to succeeding generations by the name of Kcyaul^ and 
those of Tiikuz, by that Dcicihem, or Deidegucm. 

AVhen, in the process of time, the two tribes became from their accu- 
mulating numbers so multitudinous, that the valley of Irganah Koim 
no longer afforded sufficient space to contain them, their thoughts were 
powerfully impelled to devise the means of bursting fiom their re- 
treat, and of repossessing themselves of the abodes oftheir forefatheis. 
Their egress was principally obstructed by an enormous range of rocks, 
composed for the greater part of iron ore. After much careful deli- 
beration, It w as ultimately determined to put the whole mass into a 
state of tusioii , and having for the purpose coin eyed to tlies[)ot apio- 
digious quantity of firewood, they proceeded to char the w hole , after 
which haMiig prepared ot the skin of the gaozen, or w ild ox, nine 
liundrcd pairs of bellows, they fired the charco,il, and set the 
bellows to woik By the blast of so many simple machines, the heat 
of the fire was at last wTought to the proper intensity, and the oie 
was perceived, in due tune, streaming along the earth in a stateofeom- 
plclo fusion. And thus they are said by melting down a part ol tlic 
precipice w ith which they w cic begirt, to ha\ eopened foi tlieinselvesa 
pa^sa"e from Irganah Koun They imincfliately directed theircoiir^.e 
to the coiintrx of the Moghnls , and liaMiig sword in hand cxpilled 
their ancient enemies the Taitars, with other ad\ er^e tribes, they suc- 
ceeded in establishing the msch cs in the possessions ot tlieir ancestors , 
and the nati\e«, who occupied the tciritor\ round the mountains of 
Ircrannh Ivoun, soon joining their standards, became ultunateh incor- 
porated iMth tlunisthf'' 
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tiny habitable region, and included within a circumference of eight Habeib-us- 
months journey. Its eastern frontier is, howevei, said to unite with 
that of Kh.\tai, or northern China, its western with thatof thecountryof 
theEyghurs; itsnorthern adjoins to the territory of Kerkeir, orKrekeir, 
and Selingai, and its southern boundary stretches to the limits of Tibet. 

The natives subsisted by the cliace, and their apparel was usually com- 
posed of the skins of mid beasts of everj^ description. 

On the egress of the two collateral tribes from Irganah Koun, and 
their recovery of the land of their forefathers, the sovereignty of the 
Moghul race is said to have been vested in YelduzKhaun, the son of 
Te\ iniir Taush, who w as descended in a direct line from Kevan. This 
Yekhiz IS described to hai e surpassed in the extent of his power, and 
in the splendor of his reign , and by the wisdom of his government 
to ha\e secured to the Olouss (quere eluths) or numerous tribes sub- 
ordinate to his sway, a state of piosperity and abundance beyond 
example Hence it has become an established opinion among those 
of Moghul race, that he possesses the surest claim to the Khaumet, 
or supreme authontv, who can most satisfactorily trace his orwin to 

Yelduz Khaun the illustrious mother of BuzunjurKaan 

ho w as the common ancestor of both Jcngueiz and Teymur, was the 
grand-daughterof YeldOiz Khaun, since, in tiieoften cited preliminary 
to the Zuffurnamah, or history of Teymxir, she is described to have 

been the daughtei of Tchoubeinah, wdio was the daughter of Yelduz 
Kliaun. 


The seme Alankoim is further described to hare been a maid ofeon- 
summate beauty, and of singular modesty and virtue. “ A maid 
exclaims our author m his enthusiasm on the subject, “ rathoi she was 
c- a starof the highestbrilliancein the constellation of theTartarian so 
‘ rereigns , the richest pearl the casket of imperial magnificence." 
- ttheproper age she became, however, one of the wives of her cousin 

german, Duyun or Dfibhn Be, an, at this period monarch of the Mo- 
gtul tribes, „ hose residence is stated to have been, indlflerentiv at 
Baun, Ivaluian, and loughlan , the channels of three 'rivem issumo- 
from the mountains of Berghauduter, on the banks ofwhreh uZ,2 
occasionallv have taken up his abode. By her husband she , T f 
tons. Belkeda and YekjCda. Dhyfm Beyan^died, wht:l;l“ 
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a joiing woman ; and the dowager princess devotedherself witli zealous* 
assiduity to the government of hersubject tribes, and to the education, 
of her children. In these circumstances one night, when she had in- 
nocently retired to her repose, she was surprised b^’ a ray of light sud- 
denly shining through the nindow of her pavilion, and penetrating 
her mouth and throat ; and her surprise was not diminished when, in 
a little time afterwards, she found herself pregnant. Hence, the oi len- 
tals have not scrupled to draw a triumphant comparison between her, 
and the blessed and immaculate virgin of the Christian dispensation. 

When they became, however, apprized of her mysteiious pieg- 
nancy, the Moghul tribes were not to be restrained from conveying 
the most scandalous imputations against the chastit}’’ of Alankoua ; 
and she therefore found it expedient to convoke the chiefs of the na- 
tion, in ordei to repel the accusation, and asseit her innocence. Ac- 
cording to some authorities, and particularh'^tothe compiler of theJara- 
mia-ul-touaunkh, the princess averred on this occasion, that her preg- 
nancy had been the result of a dream, in A\hich, for several nights suc- 
cessively, she imagined that she perceived a person n ith a dazzling torch 
in his hand, softly and silently appioach hei bed, and as softly with- 
draw , and she added moreover, that if they entertained the slightest 
suspicion of her veracity, they might watch lound her tent, and by the 
evidence of their own senses convince themselves ofthe truth of her extra- 
ordinary story. Several of themostdistinguished individuals ofhei tribe 
stationed themselves accordmgl}’, for some nights lound her tent to 
watch the disclosure of this singular mystciy, when it is alleq-ed, that 
they observed a light enter at the top of the pavilion, and shortly dis- 
appear through the same aperture This was recened as indubitable 
testimony ot the truth of Alankoua’s statement, and forcvei silenced 
the invidious remarks of her slanderers. 

In consecpieiicc of this m\ stei lous, and very suspicious intercourse 
M itli t\\c clitldrin of Alankoua became the mother ot three sons 

at one birth- 'w hose names v» ere as follow s. I. Boukhn Kepkein, from 
whom descended the clan or tube of Kepkein 2. Bussoukein Saul- 
tchy, from whom the tube ofSaljiil, and 3. Buzuniur Munefaiik, the 
conimon progenitor ofthe Khaims of Mogiiulstaun The descendants 
ot these tlireCjW hoiu tiled urkish nations behc\eto have been generated 
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In the haht. lhe\'hu\ o di'^iuii^ui-^hccl b\ the nppellatinnof Xen i nn, liin- 

o-^>uv sou'i ofliuht, aiul thc\ arc c'^teemrd the most exalted of the 

Moehul race 

Jitituuim K<tatK the ‘^on of Alunkona, as soon as he attained to tlic 
a^e ot' discretion, wa^ rined In the throne ol the Khanns w ith the iin- 
animnm coucnrreiiee of the head', nt the nation, a choice \%liieli lie 
srloiio\wl\ sinduatedln tlie spU-inhir orhis\ irtues He is s.ud to ha\ c 

t' • ' 

hoen the coteuiporarv o( Ahu M('ts‘.lom, tlv chaiinnon of the house of 
Ahhrs * After a reurn emiiieiitlN (Inuiuriiislu d for it-, nt'^tiee, he died, 
IcaMiu: t\%o sons, 1 I’uk i wlut \\as tlic i luhth ancestor of Tcntrnei/, 
aiulof Im ahli and 1 itthlui innn..t‘ r Karatchanr N*u\ an . and 9 Biikeui, 
■who had a son. ti> wlioni lu " w e llie name ol Matt lu in 

or Bum Khaun tlie sou of Bu/ nniiir. s\u t ced ’d to hw fatlu r ; 
aiidai 111 - dc atli dt. \ ned the s\ipiLme auihoiit\ to hn son, the next iii 
sill et sv.on 

DtJoumiu til Kfiinin, the son of Buka Khann iiroMil also a disim- 
CUishedesaniple nt teuiiioraiK e and nistiee B\ Im consort Menuloun, 
mIio Is dt scrilit d as a ooinan of sm jnl ir s urai it\ and talents, lie inj 
nine sons , with whom, on the death oi li'T hiisliand, ami with the 
r iiirnj’e ofa liono's s\ii_ rmiri d to a lii!?h mount iin called Nousirir^iii. 
or Noiisharki, whoie slioeiuireU dtwoled hersell to tiie education of 
her children Here in the pioeess of tune, she hecainc the mistress of 
flocks ol Mheep and heids of cattle without inmdioi. Unliappilij 
w h'le she continued ene; ured in hersechided u tiv it and oeoupatioiis, 
about se\eii*\ i\ouis, oi associations ol I’tiiks, (-ach Kom consistmir 
ot a thousand families, .iiid all ol the tribe ol ,fi Iku ir ol the braneh of 
Deilemicm Moghuls, w ho h. d heeii h eenll\ expelled iioni tlieir li.i- 
bitalions atlvaliiraii, b^ an uru])tion ol thcKbata\ ,uis,oi Chinese, came 
to settle near the abode ol Mi nCilomi. lu this they met with no ob- 
struction , butprocceding to dig up the cailh, tor the w ild or mountain 
onions winch the^ used tor lood, the> weic lorhiddcn to continue the 
practice, hy the agents of ISlennlonn, because, In the excavations thus 
funued, they rendered the ground iinsale foi the > oung princes in tlieir 
equestrian exercises The Jclk'icinans look oflenec at the pioliibition. 
.and watching then opportuniU , put the princess to death with eight 
* la the carlN part of the oigtilli ccuUua of the ChusUtui ara. 
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of her nine cliiklren. '4he ninth, who hore the natne of Kavdu, es- 
capedthe catrastrophe ; being fortunately absent at tlie time, a suitor 
for the hand of his kinswoman, the daughter of his cousin crerman 
Matchein. On intelligence of this base procedure, an agent was dis- 
patched, m the name of Matchein, to demand of the chiefs of the tribe 
of Jellaeir, immediate reparation for the injur v. They positively dis- 
claimedanyshareiu the transaction, declaringthattlie barbarous murder 
had been perpetrated without the slightest concurrence on their part; 
and. as a proof of their sincerity, thej'- at the same time seized, and exe- 
cuted seventy individuals known to have been concerned m this per- 
fidious and ungrateful act of violence, delivering up their wives and 
families in bonds to the mercy of Kaydii , who appeased his vengeance 
by marking their foreheads with the badge of perpetual slavery. 

Kaydu Khanu. the son of Dutoiimnem Kliaun, inconsequence of 
these events, and through the support of liiskmsmau M^tchein, became 
the sovereign of liis tribe. During liis reign he employed himself in 
forming, from one of the principal rivers of the country, a noble canal, 
to which be gave the name or JcroulA . and he founded on the banks of 
it several populous towns and villages. He had three sons, f. Bay- 
sungur. the lineal ancestor of Jengueiz and Karatchaur. 2 Jerkalen- 
gum, from vhom the nation of Tanj'ut, vulgo Tangiit . and 3. Haur- 
tchein- from whom the tribe of Se\ bout. The grandson of Jerkalengiiiii, 
the second of these, whose name was Hamikaiid the son of Serhkud, 
falling when a youth into the hands of theKliatayaus, or northern Chin- 
ese, was condemned by Altay, or possibly Allan Kliaun, the monarchof 
thatnation. to suSer a most miserable and cruel death .being nailed to a bg 
of wood in the form of an ass, by an iron spike driven through his body. 

BLUfsiaigin Khauii. the ‘Jon of Kaj'du Kliaun, succeeded on the de- 
mise of his father, and. after having exercised the sovereign authority 
for the destined peuod, withdrew to the mansions of futurity, devising 
the succession to his son. 

Toiimnah Kliaun. the son of Baysungur, was a great and successful 
monarch, adding considerably to his hereditary dominions by thesuo- 
jugation of several of the neighboring countries of Moghulstaun 
and Tartary. He was the husband of two wives, by one ot whom be 
Kad seven sons , the other brought him two at one birth Ot these 



t\\ ms oncwns KuUml,oi K.ibal, the third ancc';tor or great grandfatiier 
oWJfvaucn , the other was Katchuly Ihihaudcr, the ancestor in the 
ciglith degree of Ti]/))u'tr. 

In tins jihiee v\o arc informed, on what is alleged to be the most res- 
jieelahlc wiitten anthonlt , that one night dnnng the life ofliis father, 
while he was reposing m the aims ofsleep, two remarkalile dreams oe- 
cnircdtolvatchuh .ofwhich the follow mg circniiislaiiees arc described 
m detail. First ol all, he thought he s.iw three stars issue from the 
bosom of Ills brother Kabal,and suceessn ol\ rise and set, altc r making 
theregnlareirrnit tlirovigb tbenu ruhan , llielasi ol these, after shooting 
out several other stars, w hu li relleeted their separ.ile lii'-trc on \ arions 
countries, disappeared m a stream ofrefnlgniri' which seemed to illumi- 
nate the whole earth. KalUchuK now awoke , hnt while Ins mind 
was vt t emraecd in tracing some sort ol mleriiretation for Ins dream, 
he atiam lell a sleep, and imagined tlial he s.iw so\en stars issno in the 
s \me manner from hisow iiho>om , andthat, alter these liaflsnccessiN ely 
disap])eared aneirtlith arose ol surpassing mau:nilnde,w hieh.ilso seemed 
to diffuse Its radiaiui' to c\( r\ quarter ol tin* globe , and from this, hkc 
that in the former dream, se\oial minor stars seemed to emanate, and 
shed their lustre throuuh dillereui legions, m their coiiise tlirou'i;h the 
hc.ncus 111 both mstaiuA's, the minor stars on the setting ol their 
pumaru’s, scoiucd lor some tunc to cast an equal lustre through the fir- 
manciit KatchiilN . w hen lie awoke theseeond tune, pcrceivcrl that 
itwas break ol da\ , and immediateh hastening tohis lather, proceeded 
to relate the pailiculars of both liib dreams 

The old prince appeared to cspeiience an extraordinary degiccj>f 
satisfaction at what he heard , and sending for liib other son Ivahal, he 
furnished the two brothers together, with the lollowing obvious in- 
terpretation to these singular dreams. The first, he said, .indicated 
that of (he descendants ofKah.d Khaun, three persons should m order 
ascend tlic throne of tluir ancestors, and that ol these, the third was 
destined to subjugate the greater jiart of the habitable Avoild , tlial he 
W'ould ultimatelY divide Ins empire among Ins clnldrews, and that tJie 
empire so divided would continue in then possession long alter his 
demise The second dicam he conceived to prognosticate, that of the 
race of Katchuly set cn persons were successively destined to ainve 
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. _nt great powor^; and tliatan eighth, animated with thcspirltof univeisal 
_ dominion, would also succeed in extending his conquests to the re- 
motest coinersof the globe, and finally, that the authority of his rhidren 
would in like inannci continue Jong established ov'er many regions of 
the oriental n oild. 

t , 

' On' this, by their fathers desire, the tuo bi others entered on the spot 
into asolemn engagement, by which it was mutuall}’^ agreed that the 
i^hauny, or sovereign authority, shonhl be forever established in Ivabal 
Kliaunand his descendants , and that the subordinate governments. and 
the gen ej alsupei in tendance of the armies should be perinanentlym\ csted 
in Katchuly, and his posterity , and to this efTcct an instrument was 
immediately prepared, and finally ratified under the Altumgha, or im- 
perial seal of Toumnah Khaun. 

Kvbbul^ 01 ICabal JOiann, the son of Toumnah Khaun, in conformit}’’ 
with the aiiangement above adverted to, ascended the throne of the 
ISIoghuls, and ultimately obtained bv his virtues the enviable title of 
x^lantcliung Khaun — nourisher, or father of his people He is indeed 

described to have sui passed the whole of his cotemporaries, inclemency 
and justice, in courage and liberality, and in short, in every quality 
that could rendei the character of amonaich estimable and illustrious 
tlence, won bj’' the reputalion of bis viitiies, the sovereign ofixhatai 
dispa'tclied’ an embassy to solicit his fiiendship, and invite him to his 
court ' In an evil hour, Kabal Khaun determined to complj^ with the 
invitation ,"and having deputed the government of his liereditarj' do- 
minions to his brother Katch&ly, pioceeded accordingly to the capital 
ofl^hatai, where he experienced from Altan Khaun, the most distin- 
guished and honorable reception At the grand and solemn carousal, 
which was given by the Khataian monarch on his arrival, Kabal Khaun 
could not entirely divest himself or the suspicion of peisonal danger; 

1 I 

and accordingly, every how and then, in the courseof their libations he 
ptivately withdrew, and plunging his head beneath the stream of the 
river which ran by, theie disgorged the whole of what he had been 
swallowing, and letuined toienew the debauch, much to thesurprise 
of all present, ivlio, not aware of his expedient could not forbear. to 
express their' astonishment at the strength of constitution, whicli 
could bear such a quantity ot liquor without inebriation. Some daj's 
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nftcr this, ho^^c^er, when he lud been less prudent in his proceedings, 
Kobal Khaun, in a state of drunkenness, entered the prescnce,ot the 
Ivhatayan monaich; and seizinghimby the beard, applied to him every 
teim of abuseand insult, that he could bud language to express The 
inj'uiv excited in the mind of Altan Khaun a sufiicient degree of le- 
sentment, but he thought fit for the present to confine it to liis own 
bosom, and Inspmprudent guest, hastening, when , he came to Ins re- 
collection, to express the deepest regret for uliat had happened, Altan 
Kbaunjiad the magnanimity to overlook the offence, and presenting 
him uith a rich diadem, and giidle set uith gems, shoitly afterwaids 
dismissed the iMoghul prince for his own country. But the Kliatayan 
nobles, eager for Ins destruction, proceeding on Ins depaiture to remon- 
strate with their Kiiaun, on the impolicv of suffering so formidable a 
rival, to escape the snare which might be laid tociicumvent him, the 
mouaich finally dispatched a messenger to solicit the return of Ins 
guest Kabal Khaun declined the invitation , observing that he had 
left the clnnese coiut with full permission, and that he was notawaie 
of any particul^ar advantage that could arise fiom Ins return 

Peiceiving that Ins Mctun w-as otherwise likely to elude the tod, 
Altan Khaun nowdiiected a detachment of troops to pursue, and bring 
him back by force , but w hen these had overtaken their object, he 
contrived to cajole them into a concurrence that he might be 
permitted to repose, for a short time, at the habitation of a friend, of 
the name ot Satchuly, wdio resided on the road By tins fuendhe w^as 
cautioned, as his existence depended upon it, not to pat himself any 
more in the power of the Khatayan monarcli , and in order to ensure his 
escape, he tendered him a horse of incomparable fleetness, which he 
had in his stables, and which he recommended that he should imme- 
diately mount and make thebest of his way to Ins tube Kabal Khaun 
gratefu 11}' availed himself of the offer', and giving Ins horse there, ins, soon 
aftei wards reached the encampment of bis followeis, in peifectsafety. 
His pursuers w ere not long behind him, and were the W'hole of them 
put to the sword at the recommendation of Katchfily , and the Moghul 
duel w'as thus fortunately extricated fiom the hazards, of his imprudent 
and adventurous journev. ' ^ 
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Sabeib-us- By his 'Wife, whose name was Kai^kereik, of the tiibe of Kunkur, 
— or Kong&raut, Kabal Khaun was the father of six sons, of whom the 
following 'are the names of three ; Oukem Yerkauk, Kaueilah, and 
Burtan. The former of these, was a youth of extraordinary personal 
heauty; but Unfortunately straying one day, into the adjoining exten- 
sive plains, beyohd the protection of his attendants, he was surprised 
and taken by a troop of Tatars, who delivered hitn int6 the hands of 
Altan Khaun ; and he was condemned by that monarch to the same 
cruel death, as had been inflicted on a former occasion on Ins kinsman 
Hamikaud. 

Kaueilah ‘Khatm^ the son of Kab^l Khaun, succeeded on the death 
oflus father, and is described las a man of extraordinary courage, anti 
bodily stiength ; the latterof which 'he possessed to such a degree, that 
he broke the backs of the most powerful antagonists, with the same 
facility as he could behd a twig, and Ins 'voice was of that compass 
that he could tintke Inhis'elf heard at a seven-fold distance. He con- 
ducted a successful expedition, to avenge the death of his brothel on 
the Khaun ofKhatki, Avliom in a gieat battle he ‘totally defeated, after 
iVhich lie leturned in triumph to In's native lan'd. 

Bilitan, oxBuitan B ah aitd Sr the -son of Kabal 'Khaun, succOeded 
to his’b'rdther, and equally Sui passed all rn-'afsllip,' in 'personal prow- 
ess ahd military virtue,, and hence his'au'rnaihe of iBahauder — heroic. , 
His uncle KatchUly dying while he Avas on the throne of the Mogh- 
Uls, the '^'upetintendance' of the army was ' confened Ty him on his 
cousin gerinah, ElWumtchy, or ichei, the son of the depaited Oliief. 
TirdlimtOhei was subsequently distinguished by the title of Berlas, 
andTo hlhi'is ascribed' the' origin of the tribe of thatnatne Burtan 
Bahd'u'der was the-pareUt of a numeious offspring, but of these the 
Tnbst‘ renowned, fOr his intrepid andhiaitial spirit, Was Bei/so aka, to 
wh6m,'6'n'the-death' of his father,' the supreme authoiity Was m conse- 
quence assigned. 

Bei/Hbuka Bdhaudet^ the sob of feui tan, is'sai’d to have ennobled, or 
reflected'additibhariustid onThe throne'ofhis ancestors, Avhen he en- 
circled his broWs witlrthe diadbm of the'lMogbhl sovereigns. On the 
death of Eirdumtchei Berlas, leaving aprogeny of nine and twenty Sons, 



llic clignilics and appointments of the father wer.e continuedyby 'B.ey-'- Habcib us- 
souha Bahauder, to Soghutchein, the oldest and ablest of the whole. _ 

On his Leturn from a successful expedition against that branch of 
the Tatar nations, by Fetis de la Cioix called the Sou :MogluMs, the 
wife of Beysouka Bahaudei was delivered, at his residence of Deylftn 
Yeklak, of a son, to nhom he gave the name of Tcmuichin, which is 
said to have been that ofthe sovereign of the Sou hloghuls, whom he had 
recently ^anqulshed and slam This child, the afterwards invincible 
Jexgueiz, his father pronounced to be the star of the dream of Ivat- 
chiily Bahauder, nhich n as destined to extend its radiance throughout gjrthof Jen- 
the habitable n orld. By the same mothei with Temiitchin, he had gueiz. 
furthermore three sons, Jiiiv kessaur, Kaju\n, m anothei place called 
Tiltcha, and Ountchei, elsewhere Utakein* and he had by a different 
v ife, afitthson, whose name was Balkouty. Ot these four, Jujykessaur, 
theformer,v as remarkable tor his courage, and extraordinary stature , as 
a proof of n Inch, or possibly of the exquisite symmeti y ot his form, 

It IS alleged that when he reclined on one sidp, a bow might be passed 
beneath it, n ithout coming in contact with his body. Beysouka Ba- 
hauder quitted this peiishable woild m the ^Moghul year Tenguineil, 
the five hundred and sixty second of the Ilidjerah and his kinsman 
Soughfitchem, who possessed the principal eontronl m his government, 
dN ingabout the same period, the Ne} lun lace ungeneionsl}^ abandoned 
the children of their sovereign, and united with the tube of Tanjfit ; 
of which moie hereafter. 

■\Ve have just seen that the father of Jengnciz Aias Bej'souka, 
the son of Burtan Bahaudei , the name of his mother was Oulfin Ay- 
knli, or Ankah , and his bnth took place atDej lun Yeldak, supposed 
to be about ten days journey north of the fiontiers of China, on the 
twentieth day of Zilkaudah, of the five bundled and forty ninth of the 
Hicljerah According to ,the statement of Shurf-ud-dem Ally the 
Yezdian, in the Zuffurnamah, this circumstance whtc^ was destined 
to produce such jneinorable and dreadful events, occurred when the 
constellation libra was predominant among the heavenly' bodies , and 
when the \\ hole of the seven planets were in conjunction, the head in 

"AD 1107 ’ ' ■ , ' 

+ Twenty fifth of January, A: D.1155, the second month of the rejga of Henry theHda 
ofEpglaud, - ‘ , V, • . f c 
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the tliiicl, and the tail in the ninth degree of that sign. A pluiahty 
of historians, however, contend that thisconjunction of the planets did 
not take place until the five hundred and eighty first ofthe Hidjerah,*- 
when Jengueiz became invested with the universal sovereignty of all 
the tribes oftlic Neyrun race. But the oriental wiiteis in general con- 
cur inrepreseiitingthatthe portentous infant came into the woild grasp- 
ingiii his hand a quantity of congealed blood; which was declared to 
indicate not only his wailike disposition, but the dreadful slaughter 
of the human race, of which he was destined to be the instrument. 

At the death of his father, Temutchin had only attained to the tliir- 
teenth yeai of his age, when he was abandoned by the major part of 
Ills tribe and family, ho went over to the nation ot Tanj6t At this 
period the young piince is described to have dreamt, that having a 
sword in each hand extended in opposite directions, the point of one 
seemed to touch the eastern, as thatofthe otherdid the western horizon. 
The following moining when he related the dream to his mother, it was' 
again inteiqireted to denote the extraordinary power to which he was 
destined to attain , that ho should accomplish the subjugation of the 
world fioin east to west , and that the point of his su oid would be felt 
through all the countries extending to both horizons ^ 

It appears, at the same time, tliat while the immediate ancestors of 
Temiitchin maintained their authority over the Neyrun tribes, thegc- 
ncrnlityot the Moghul andTatar nations n ere seldom, oi never, siil))cct 
to one and the same sovcicign. On the contrai v, as con\ enience niie;lit 
suyge'^t, one or more nations would associate under the government 
ot a sepaiate and independent rukr lienee they were engaged iii 
})( rpetu.d hostihlies, mutually diiected to the e.xtermination ol one 
another , and henee, w hen If'tt an orphan minor on the death of his fa- 
tlier. a'' pi^t related Jengiui/ ivas abandoned to his destiny, by those 
whom the obliLMtions of dut\ .ind gratitude, should have bound to 
})iohct liiin, at le.Lst until lie vvasotageto protect himself In conse- 
• pu iieetd till'' uniTf neious flefection, the } oung prince was involved in a 
train ol the most ‘•eiious chlfK u}tie=, and for ‘•evcral years c.Kpo^ed to 

* j\ 1) 1 irs, (.oiiMiii t'tiiir. thf lliinl of Vpril N 11 It llii-. ilhi'Ir-. to Ii;3 .i jiniitinii nt 
tL" ■'ll 'H in'- ]• )^^ I, .1 t< r ll I' MibjUj itio i oi tin. K'.r.ait, ill it cvtul did not l~’ pi ict 
ur’il the jS ’lii Ol" tlio lli Ij' r li 



„,o mo.; imminent Jnnger of dCtmctton. At last, pcrco.t mg that ho A. n.^Ace ga. 

a<; no lon-er al)le to contend ith hi<^ adversaries ith a piospcct of 

sncccs, lie finally determined, at the recommendation of Kf^ralchaur 
^'n^an,tllc <^on of Son-lintcliein,- a south not older than him'^clf, for 
thes were both minors at the death of their parents, to thross himself 
on the protection of Onng-Khnnn the monarch ol the Keraeit, whose 
capital ss a<= Karakorum , and ss ho is described, both in point of extent 
ol tcrntor\,andof the mimcrons population subject to bis authority^ 
as tlic most potent and formidable ol the Kliaiins of 1 nrkcstaiin. 

With rtspoct to the ornrin of this prince, and of the nation over 
whom be eoserned, s\c find it stated, that at a period more remote, 
there reigned among the Tartar tribes, a monarch ssbo had eight sons 
all of alllack com])loxion, and who on account of their colour, rcccised 
the appellation of Kcraoit, or Karaeil— black fleshed From this salilc 

stock then the subiccts ofOun;: Khaim derived their origin. With res- 
pect to himself, he w as called originally Tosjhrcl, hut this, as the name 
ot a bud ot ill omen, be is said to base changed, possibly at bis acces- 
sion to sosereign power, into Onng Kl mn , w Inch latter, as well 
as Bcifson/.a, borne bs tlic ialbcr of Jenguou. is here alleged to signi- 
fv, the prince of a simile teiTitors . Ills father’s name was Karlchaur 
Kouln Beruk AVc shall finalls remark that this same Onng Kbaun 
IS represented, bs Petis dc la Croix, as the Proster John of Asia ol the 
>\'cstorian Christians, in the latter part of the twclflh century. 

A ss-^tem of tlie closest amity had, at .ill events been cultivated, for 
many years, between tins motiarcb and Bessonka Babauder , and Jen- 
gnciz,* on ibc demise of bis fatliei,bad giscn cvers proot of a disposi- 
tion to continue it unimpaired. That sshich he ssas, by the pressure 
of his misfortunes noss to give, ssas perhaps not the least , and he ssas 
not deceived in his confidenec He experienced iroin the Khaiin on liis 
arils al, the most generous attention, ss ith cs ery testimony ot favor and 
esteem , and his follosscrs met a reception equally benevolent and hu- 
n'anc Jcngueiz acquired, in a short tune, by the superiority of his 
understanding, and by his singular talents aud sagacity, assVellus by his 

* Allbougli he did not assume the title uutil Ins solemn inaugiirnt on, as kmir of kings, manj 
^ ears subsequent to the present period, ibis is the namcl>\ ubieb, Milh the author, iscsljatl 
■henceforward conliuuc to distinguish him. 
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■" ‘ of his government, being in all cases invariably directed by Jus opinion. 
During the period in 'vvhich, under these' ciicumstances, he resided 
under the protection of Oung Kliaun, he exhibited on a variety of oc- 
casions, the most distinguished proofs of extraordinary couiage and 
consummate abilities. He brought to a triumphant issue the ivar, iii 
w hich that monarch ivas involved with Kis brother Tchankii , he \an- ' 
quished Tourkein, the chief of the Mekreit, oi Meikeit, with his ally 
Toukta Beiggy and, much about the same peiiod, the five hundied 
and sevent3’’-eighth ot the Hidjerah, at a place called Kiiytenn, he 
gained a memorable and signal victory, over the associated tribes of 
Tanjiit, Saljut, Konki&raut, and Jollaen , notwithstanding the intei- 
veiitionof a dreadful snow'-storm, w Inch they aie particulaily desciibed 
to have brought on, through the influence of the Sung Yeddah, or lapis 
imbnfer. 

In short, at the expiration of about eight years, in w'hich he conti- 
nued to serve wutli undiminished felicity and reputation, in the court 
and armies of Oung-Khaun, thesplendid advancement, and daily in- 
creasing predominance of Jengueiz, at length excited the jealousy of 
Ins envious and malignantrivals. A combination w'as privateljHornied 
to effect Ins destruction , and it w'as for that purpose insidiously repre- 
sented to the Khaun,that Ins illustrious favorite aspired at independent 
power, or at least to obtrude himselfinto the succession, to the preju- 
dice of the princes of Ins own blood. But the man w ho distinguished 
himself beyond allotlieis, in Ins exertions to hasten the destruction of 
Jengueiz, w'as Jamouka, the chief, or pi nice, of the Jajeraut. His en- 
deavors proved, however, for sometime unsuccessful , until address- 
ing Ins applications to Sankoun, or Sankoum, the son of the Khaun, 
that prince was peisnaded to associate in Ins hostile designs, and 
b}^ repeated importunity, ultimately brought his father to coincide. 

A particular morning w as now' fixer! upon, by Oun'gKhaun, to attack 
the person of the obnoxious favorite, w hen he least suspected the dan- 
ger to which he was exposed But, the \ ery dav before the design 
w as to be carried into execution, one ot the hostile duels happeiiiiig to 
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jnake it tlie subject of a conversation with his wife, it was -overheard 
hv two youths of the name of B.\ta and Keshleic, who sat without the 
tent, and who instantly flew to the camp of Jengueiz, to whom they 
disclosed the circumstances of his danger. Under considerable alarm, 
Jeno"ueiz entered into consultation rvith his faithful relative Kfira- 
tchaur , and it w’as determined on the spot to leave their tents standing, 
and to retire immediately, under cover of the night, to a station called 
Kellaltchein , at thefootofsome of the hills adjoining to the fiontiersof 
Khatyn, or northern China, there to await the I'^sue. 

In the course of the same night, Oung Khaun approached the en- 
campment of Jengueiz at the head of histroops, and observing the tents- 
all standing, directed his archers to pLy them with theinarrows , until 
It was finally discovered that theii quivers ivere fexhausted in vain, 
and that the .tents had been previously abandoned by_^ their inmates. 
The Khaun then hastened in pursuit of Jengueiz, whom he attacked 
in his post nith equal obstinacy and anlmoslt3^ The Moghul prince 
continued, however, and in spite of the vast disparity of his numbers-, 
to defend himself until night-fall, when the combat mutually ceased. 
Jengueiz availed himselt of theopportunit}^ and silently withdrew to the 
fountain head,orlaheofBaljoutah , wliere,at the recommendation of the 
prudent Karatcbaur, be proceeded to enregister, for future appropriate 
titlesanddignities,the wholeofhis gallant associates in the lateunequal 
conflict Upon the twoyouths in particular, ndioliatl soseasonably fore- 
warned him of his danger, he conferred the title of Tei hhan , express! v 
ordaining, that then postcritj'- forniiie generations, should be exempted 
fiom all questions for their offences, on thopaxt of his sous and succes- 
sors From these descended the whole of the Terkliauians u ho sub- 
' sequcnlly appeared, during the power of the monarebs of the lines of 
JeneueizandTeyuiac,bothmKborassaun andtheterntorvontheOxus. 

Fiom the head of the lake Baljoutab, Jengueiz reino\ ed, at apioper 
opportunity, sUll nearer to thefiontiers of Khatai , taking poston the 
bauksofa certain rner, supposed to be thelviiamiiran ; theyellou river, 
according to auote m Mr Pens de la Croix’s histoiy *At a subsequent 
peiiod he hastened, houever, with his little band of four thousand -six 
^hundred warnois of tried expeneuce, to the station of Naueid, froto: 

’ Possibh Ftrami'an , since Karamuran would be more properK, the black nver^ 
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whence, for the purpose of amusing, or of laying his vigilance asleep, 
he dispatched his agents to solicit terms of peace from Oung Khaun. 
In the process of time, however, after a series of hostilities, which must 
havebeen protracted under various circumstances, for aperiodofnineor 
ten years, and n hich, we are here bnefl}' told, produced the utmost de- 
solation through the country- of the Keraeit, he brought the army of the 
Ivhauntoagieatanddecisivebattle. Towardsthecloseoftheconflict, the 
horse ofOungKhaunbemgkilled by an arrow, from thebowoflvaratchaur 
Nuyan, that monarch immediately mounted another, and accompa- 
nied by his son Sankoun, made the best of his wa}' from the field of 
"battle, to the court of Tavamr Khaun, the monarch ot the Xavmans, bv 
some of whose principal officers, he was shortly afterwards basely put 
to death. His son escaped for the present to the country of Kashghar ; 
to experience, hov ever, at a subsequent period, a similar fate by the 
hand of a chief of the tribe of Khilije, or Guellitch, of the name of 
Kellidje Kurrah. 

Having thus finally triumphed over the armies of their sovereign, 
Jengueiz found no further difficulty in subjugating the whole nation 
of the Keraeit ; and he proceeded, m the five hundred and ninety ninth 
of the Hidjerah, being then m the forty ninth yearofhis age, to seat 
himself, at the station of Thamankohrah,^ on the throne of the Khauny ; 
and hence boldly displaying the standard of his power, multitudes of the 
Moghul tribes submitted to his authority. This piece of information 
awakened the most inveterate spirit of hostility in Tayang Khaun, the 
son of Eynaunje Khaun, the prince, or monarch of the Xaymans ; who 
is here stated to have borne the name of Taubku, until it was changed 
by the Khaun of Khatay, or sovereign of China, into Tayang Khaun^ 
alleged to signify, son of the Khaun. At all events, he determined to 
employ the resources of a powerful monarchy for the immediate extir- 
pation of the new sovereign ; and for that purpose proceeded to as- 
semble a vast force, dispatching to every quarter of the land of the 
'!Moghuls, to demand their co-operation m the design. 

On the other hand, apprized of these formidable preparations, Jen- 
gueiz hastened to delibeiate with his sons, and relatives. and principal 
Ameirs, on the means of opposing the storm. His half brother Bab 
9 Some stabon probably near bu natne place of De\lun Yelclak,^ 



!ionty, embraced the opportunity of sug{!:csting to KAratcbaiir, that if A 11. ooo. 

their sovereign m ould but inarchi to anticipate the attack of the enemy z — , 

on his onn teiritory, //c mould be responsible for the succass of the 
lucasuro. Jengueiz immediately subscribed to the plan ; and in the 
middle of the latter Jummaudy ot the six hundredth of the Ilidjerah^ 
conducted his troops, accordingly, to seek the Khaun of tiieNaymans, 
in the heart of his ou ii doniiiiioiis. The adverse monarch, i\ ho was, at 
the same time, the father in la’v of Jenguei/, had however already as- 
sembled his nnmerouslcgioii'*, and hastened togivc battleto the invader. 

In tlie drcadiiilcoiinict mIucIi ensued, hen as severely nounded , and 
MithdraiMiig his poison to a pass in one of the ncigUboruig iiiountauis, 
some ot his principal generals followed, to uiticat that he would re- 
sume his station iii the field. But finding him deaf to their arguments, 
they returned u ithoutliim, and precipitated themselves indespair upon 
the troops of Jengueiz , among u horn they’lound a speedy and honorable 
death "When night came on, Ta\ ang, with considerable difficulty, de- 
scended to the foot of the pass, and succeeded in conveying himself 
to a place ot safety. He died lion ever betore the conclusion of the 
} ear, his son Koushluk escaping to thccountr\ of an uncle, of the name 
of Bh) ruk. 

In the mean lime the follov ers of Jamoukah, who wandered througli 
theTartarsolitudcs'perpctnally harassed by his teirors of the vengeance 
of Jengueiz, seized their unhappy lord, and delivered him up to his 
successful rival Foi this piece ot treason, and foul ingratitude, themis- 
cieants were, by Jengueiz, deservedly punished with death , and lor 
his malicious calumnies v ith Oung Ivhaun, and the prince his son 
Jamoukah was himself immediately hacked to pieces. These events 

eresucceededb} theentire submission of all the Moghul tribes, that of 
ISIekreitor hl^erkeit alone excepted, which was under the authority of 
1 ouktaBeiggy. Againstthatnation, Jengueiz now turned Irs victorious 
arms , and, having at the very first onset put a period to the power of 
Toukta Bciggy, that prince and Ins son were also driven for protection 
to the court ot Bflyruk, the brother ofTayang^Khann , while their con- 
queror continued his successful career into the country of Tangiieit, 
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known also by the name of Kashein, which he reduced to subjection 
with his usual celerity. 

By the month of Rudjubofthe six hundred and second of the Hid- 
jerah’’^ when the sun should have attained to the mansion of its highest 
sublimity, in anes at the vernal equinox- and when the hills and plains 
should have arrayed themselves in nature^s loveliest robe,^ Jensrueiz 
had given directions to prepare for a Kouiiltai, or general diet of the 
states of the empire, so called by the Tartars. A prodigious concourse, 
consisting of his sons, and generals, and of the majority of the higher, 
with many of the lower classes from all parts of the Aloghul territory, 
assembledaccordingl3%attheappointedperiod,at the imperial residence. 
On this occasion, Jengueiz, having caused the great white standard of 
nine degrees(or tails) to be erected, presented himself on a magnificent 
throne under the shadow of it, and proceeded to extend toeverj' rank 
of his admiring subjects, the most bberal proofs of his munificence. 
He was-saluted b}'an universal burst ofacclamationand applause, from 
the whole of the nobilitv aud grandees of the empire , not an individual 
ofthe vast assembh' omitting, at the same time, to ofiTer before the throne 
some token of allegiance, together vith his vows for the prosperity 
and happiness of the monarch. In the midst of this tumultuous- 
agitation of zeal and jo}', a ^loghuL devotee, or enthusiast, generally 
known b}^ the appellation of But-toagr\', but whose real name was 
Kouktchu, claimed the attention of the assembly ; and addressing the 
monarch on the throne, who had hitherto retained his original name of 
Temutchin, expressed himself brieflj' in these terms , “bj'the myster- 
“ ions authority which I possess, on Temutchin, on hrs sons, and on 

his kindred, have I bestowed the v hole surface ofthe globe , heuce- 

forth therefore. no longer Tepiutchm, tlty nvLmeheJengiutzKhaini 
The title is here expressly said to signify, Shahshalian — kingof kings 7 
and it was immediatety confirmed by a general acclamation of the 
assembH. 

Amongother artifices, by which this enthusiast endeavored to impose 
upon the understanding ot mankind, he pretended to possess the secret 
of diving into their inmost thoughts ; that he had- on several occasions;^ 


* JIarch A. D, 12011. 
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acqinied in Ins MSits mnong Uic starb in ihcir consU Gallons Viwt, 
allliouiih suilicicntly a^^ arc of the grossncbs ol tlie itniiosiUon, .Icn- 
irviciz dul not on that day ronccnc it expedient cither to cheek, or 
molest the pioccedings ol the impostor. Some time afterwards, how- 
ever the samelint-longry discovering certain s\mptomsof an aspiring 
ambition, \\ Inch ill hccamethe sanctitv winch he prolessed,andohtrud- 
mg upon Juiv Kessaur, the brother ol Jenguei?, some inquiries of a 
nature bevond his properconcein, thatchicl, w ithout ceremony, scued 
him In the throat, and dashed him n ith such \ lolencc against the earth, 
that he ne\cr rose, or spoke again. It is morco\er added, on the tes- 
timony ot the Jamnna-nl-tou am ikh, that this lint or perhaps Buhd- 
tongrj n as.b) a second hushand, the son of Oulim A \ kali, the n idou of 
Bc^sonka Bahander, and mother of the immoital Jenguciz , that he 
had rendered himself equally insensible to the elTects of beat and cold ; 
and that he nas thus cap.ibleofbittmg naked nithout apparent incon- 
venience m the midst ol icc and snow, and, finally, that he had fixed 
his abode on a solitary mountain called Outan karvan, and that he 
disdained to solicit the means of existence fiom anv human being. 

On the dissolution oltbe Ivounltai, at winch be may have pi omul- 
gated the Yaussa, oi code of la^^s, detailed in the 6th cha])tcr of Petis 
de la Croix’s respectable historv , Jenguciz hastened tocarry Insdesiyns 
into execution, against Buyrouk, the brother of TayangKliaun; v\bom 
be suddenly attacked, dcleated, and killed, on the plains, or bunting 
grounds of Ulugh, or Alughtauk Kousbluk, the nephew of the \an- 
quisUed monarch, m company with Toukta Beigyv, theKhaun ot the 
Mekreit, betook Inmselt to flight on the fall of his relative The fu- 
gitives w ere, however, pursued, and ovei taken by Jenguciz, at Erdeish, 
(not the Irtish) where Toukta Beiggy was killed , hut Ivoushluk again 
contrived to escape, and claim the protection of GOirkhaun, a mon- 
arch of whom more her eal ter, and it was at this con\Lincture that the 
prince of Eyghur, who hoie the title of Eidykout, the lord of power, 
or ruling prince, impressed by the reports which continually reached 
him, ofthe mvmcibleprowmss'and svTrpassmgmagnificence of Jenguciz, 
suddenly thiewoff the authority of Gurkhaun , and hastened to^join, 
and solicit an alliance with the Mogharmonarch, who receded him 
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■R-ith distinguished kindness’, and ultimately hesto'^^ed upon hiiii, one 
of his daughters in marriage. 

The animosities winch had so frequently broke out between the 
Khaugans of the Moghhl tribes', and the monarchs ofKhatai, ornorth- 
ern China, although composed by temporary cessation, were never- 
theless in a state of perpetual efiTervescencO , and now that, m the 
oriental strain, his armies might be said to out-number the drops m 
ram, Jengueiz considered, perhaps, that they could not be better em- 
plo3’^ed than in avenging the wrongs of his country" bj’^ the subjugation 
of that powerful monarchy. This enterprize he therefore determined 
to undertake without further dela}*^ ; but, he first ofall thought it expe- 
dient to dispatch oneofhisoldestofficers, ofthenameofJaufferKhaujah, 
equall}’^ distinguished for his commanding eloquence and sagacitj' of 
mind, to convey to Allan, or Altun Khaun, iiliich appears at this pe- 
riod to have been a title generallj' borne b\^ the Chinese emperors, a 
formal demand of allegiance and tribute. The Khata3’^an monarch is 
described to have received the message with equal indignation, and 
disdain. He desired that it might be made known to the arrogant 
and haughty Jengueiz, that the dominions over which hegoverned, had 
liitheito never been polluted b3’^ the footsteps of a foreign adversar3'^ ; 
that It behoved him to makean estimate widel3’' different, between the 
monarch of a powerful empire, and the uncivilized and undisciplined 
Moghuls, against nliom his enterprizes had hitheito been solel3'^ di- 
rected , and he admonished him to beware of drawingupon himself, a 
tram of calamities and vengeance, of which it was impossible that he 
could form the slightest conception. But, if in spite of every suggestion 
of prudence, he was still determined to tempt his fate, by approaching 
the provinces under his autliorit3’^, he should infallibty experience to his 
cost, what a numefous, and victorious soldier3^ Was capable of achieving. 

"When the obvious result of his embass3’’ had been communicated, by 
Jauffer Khaujah, to Jengueiz, that monarch, as appears to have been, 
his practice on all e'xtraordiuary occasions, ascended a loity eminence ; 

and there loosing the girdle frotn his waist, and casting it round his 

• 

^ Khatii IS the name applied, with great apparent propnety, bj De la Crois, to the 
seven northern pro^mces of China, as that of Maugi, quere Matcheln, is to the nine southern 
provinces. 
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nccV* in Ibc humlilest terms implored the Alm^hty to crown'his efforts 
AMth MCtory He rcuvaincd on the same spot, engaged in supplication 
for several clays and nights ; but descending at last to resume the func- 
tions of his po^Yer, and having set apart a body of troops tor the 
delcnce of thcOurdil, or principal scat of government at Kardkorum, 
he finalK proceeded at tiie head of the mam body of the army, towards 
the Khata;van territorv. Soon afterwards penetrating the frontier of 
the enipiie,'''‘hc •subdued v ith surpn^^ing rapidity the country of Jour- 
anjet, containing, as it is said, tlie incredible population ot seventy 
thoiisand tomanns, of ten tbovisand each (the former would make 
se\on hundred million'^, the latter the rather moremoderate aggregate 
olsc\enlv millions) , and he added to his conquests by the reduction of 
manv other great and flourisliing cities 

Allan Ivhaun. on intelligence of thi'^ forinidahle invasion, with an 
army such as, lor multitude, the blue firmament w ith its thousand eyes, 
had lutheito nc\er before contemplated, now advanced from the me- 
tcopolis of Tchengdii, orTclicngtu (lor it would be difficult to gne, 
from the 'original, the p’ccisc orthography of this and many otlicr 
Chinese and Tartar names w Inch occur in the Instory)^ and took po&t 
at the head of one ot the passes of his country. He detached, how- 
ex ev, some of his generals with a force sufficiently numerous more in 
' adxance, both to observe the frontiersof the proMUce, and, as opportu- 
nity occuned, to harass and anno} the Moghuls The division thus 
employed reccningunexpected information, that Jengueiz, after forc- 
ing one of the cities in the neighboihood, was at this moment en^ao-ed 
w ithout su'^picion of danger, mdi\ iding the bootv,' the Chinese generals 
conceived it to be one ot the oppoitunilies, of winch they had been- 
instructed to avail themselves , and the) hastened by as expeditious d 
raov ement as possible to take the enemy b\ surprise. They w^ere so far 
successful as to come upon the hloghuls while they were pl’epanno- 
one ot tUeir meals , but the evcr-active Jengueiz, mounting bis horse 
iti person on the first alarm, and dnectmg his‘ soldiers to reverse their 

‘De la Croix states, that the great gate -n tlie Clunesj, -ivall, tlie Sedd e-Yajuje of the 
Ar bs, iva= bitr.ned to him by Maenus tlie Khauii of Ankout The wall is not eveu men- 
tioucd b\ our author, \\ hith sceius- rather e^-traDrdln^^^ ’ It is, Irovrev er, to be nbsen ed 
that ^Iranlo'i is the u m c assigucd b-y some vrriters to tlie same wall * 

i It will be found, in a subsetiuiut part of the work, tli it tins citj lav something to the 
northward of the moucru metropohs of Khaun-haligh, or C.unbniu, or Pel m. 
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cooking utensils, and take to their swords, immediately assailed the 
Khatayan troops, who gave, wa}’’ at the very first onset, and were de- 
feated .with extensive loss 

In the great battle which was soon afterwards fought between Jen- 
gueiz, and tlie Khatayan monarch in person, the hloghuls were as 
usual tiiLimphant, AltanKliaun flying in dismaj'’ to his capita), M^hi- 
ther he was immediately pursued by his conqueror. In this extie- 
mit} , the Khatayan del;berated with his ministers and principal generals, 
the names ofthree ofw.hom, Kiouking, Dioungshah, andTcheingsang, 
unequivocally bespeak their Chinese identity, as to the measiiies 
which he should adopt to repel the danger. Tcheingsang declared for 
a temporary accommodation with the invader, and that, af he could 
be prevailed upon to withdraw to his own country, moans might easily 
be devised to repair the losses, of whatever magnitude, sustained by 
the invasion. This plan met, with the approbation of Allan Khaun ? 
by whom, an embassy was immediately dispatched to open a negocia- 
tion for, peace with Jengueiz, and to make him an offer-of his daughter 
Kebkhur, orKenjur, (the Kubcou Catune, or Khatun, ot De la Croix,) 
for his biide. The Moghul monarch, from some motive of present 
convenience, agreed to a treaty of peace , and, accompanied by the 
Chinese piincess, soon afterwards withdrew to his own tenitones. 
Altan Khaun is stated upon this to have consigned the government 
ofTchengdd, and that part of his dominions, to oneof thp- princes his 
sons, aided by a council of some of the most distinguished Aineirs of 
the empire, and to have retired himselfto Tayming, a noble city, which 
had been erected by his father, and which, in loftiness and extent, seemed 
to rival the stupendous vault of heaven On the authoiity of the Jam- 
mia-rashidy, and of the preliminary to the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian, 
we are further informed that this was a city of fortj^ farsangs, or leagues, 
m circumference, that it was defended by three prodigious ramparts, 
and that it was washed on one Side by a vast river, of such a breadth 
indeed, that it occupied an entiie day, with the utmost exertion, in 
the vessels which navigated the stream, to cross it and return from 
one> bank to the other. It is, moreover, stated to have been supplied, 
in equal abundance, with all the fruits indigenous to both warm and 
cold climates. 
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■ On the removal of Altan Kliaun, liowever, to a remoter part of his 
dominions, that which he seems to have abancloncd soon became a 
prey to the most alarming disturbances and disaffection , great numbers 
of tiie military chiefs, with their followers, displaying at the same time 
the standard of insurrection and revolt, and disseminating the baneful 
mnucnceofthcir disloyally and treason, throughout the whole of north- 
ern China Thus circumstanced, the son of the Khaun found himself 
constrained to resign the go\ eminent of rchengdii to its fate, and he 
withdrew fiom the surrounding convulsions, to ]Oin the person ofliis 
father ; and intelbgcnce of the forsaken situation of the metropolis of 
Khatai, being early coinc\ed loJcngnciz, by the agent of Aboukah the 
goiernor of Jurjab, supposed to be the peninsula of Corea, together 
V itb assurances ol bis master’s allegiance and attachment, Mangu, and 
Samoukab, two Ameirs, or commanders of lomaiins, w’ere immediately 
appointed, at the head of a competent force, to resume on the part of 
the ISfoghiil monarch, the comiucst of the country south of thew'alL 
of China. 

These two generals appeared in due time befoie Tcliengdh, of which 
the\ immcdiatoU formed the siege, and it cm jiloycd their exertions and 
•vigilance to a protracted pei rod. until, indeed, tlicresourccs of thegarnson 
beeamc cntirels exhausted In tins cxtrcmitv, the besieged ventured 
to apprize their so\ crcign, in Ills new capital, ot the situation to which 
they had been reduced ; and a numerous convoy under the direction 
ol a clnet of the name of lloutcksbavand tlircc other Ameirs,. was dis- 
patched with all expedition to tlieix rebel , each of the soldiers and 
toUow erscaiTN ing three measures ofgr.iin,-for the supply of thegainson. 
When It reached a place called Seyning, or some such name, the con- 
voy was however intercepted by a body of the Jengueizian troops ; 
w lio suffered the escort to pass, but took care to disencumber them of 
the luvdkiable supply tor the gauisoii, of which they were m charge. 
In despaii at the circulation ot this disastrous intelligence among their 
followers, two of the Chinese commanders, Kiou Keing, andTchemo-. 
sang, destrojed themselves by poison , the others effected their escape 
. toTa\ ming , and tlies. Circumstances wmre followed by the immeduite 
submission ot the capital, and the wdioleof-the Khalayan territory. 
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city. wnR governed by a Kboun of the, race of Afraiibiah ; whose weak- 
ness exposing him to the cupidity ot the neighboring tribes, the fron- 
tiers of his country nere perpetually plundered and hud n aste, and in 
paiticulai, by the Kercik and Kankuly Tartars To relieve himself 
Jrom these repeated aggressions, the prince o( B.dasaughun determined 
to call in the assistance of the chief of the Karakhatayans, who had 
alread} assumed the titlcof Gurkhaun , and \i bom heaccordingly soli- 
citcdK through his , agent, to come and put himself in possessioin of 
Balasaughun,andavcngehis injuries on the predatory and hostile tribes. 
The Gurkhaun did not require much solicitation , he hastened to llala. 
saughun, dnested the imbecile priiice of his hereditary authority, and 
.transterred it to himselt, n itli the title of Lylek T urkman or, more pro- 
bablv, Tuikan. lie then directcri his resources to the s>ubjugation of 
all the tribes that might proi e hostile to his government, aflernliich, 
he further extended his conquests by the reduction of Kashgh.\r and 
Khoten southw ards, and, ultimately, by the submission oi several o‘ the 
petty princes ot Man ui-un-nclp'r and Ferghanah, westward to the 
Oxus It nas the same monarch who opposed, and defeated Sultan 
Sunjurot the race of Seljuk, about the five hundred and thirty sixth 
of the Ilidierah, as noticed on a tonner occasion. 

On the death oi this able monarch, his authority appears to ha\e 
de\ol\ed to his w idow -whose name was Guyang, or Kuluun, loi it is 
written both wa\s in the same line, and she was cheerlully obeyed 
by the nation, so long as she continued to deport herselt as a chaste 
and Mrtuous matron. But the moment she suflered herselt to be led 
aw ay by her voluptuous propensities, the KirakhataN ans did not scru- 
ple to cut her off, together with the associate of her pleasures , and to 
transfer the authority and title ot GCukhaun, to the brother of their late 
sovereign 

Between the second of the Gurkhauns, and the kings of Khaurezm, 
occurred those transactions of alternate peace and w'ar recoided in a, 
former page , and it was to him that Ivoushluk the prince of the Nay-- 
mans fled for protection, on the death of his uncle Bil\ rak Khaun,,.and' 
the fall of Toukta Be ggy , and the kindand hospitable reception W'hich 
the fugitive experienced on the occasion, was succeeded by an union 
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A. H 611-12. Gurkliaun survived his degradation for a period of two years fhe 

^ ^ end of which, and at the advanced age of ninety five he died, after an 

Habeib us.- alleged reign of eighty two years. This appears however to be an in- 
scyr# 

‘ ' consistency , and probably refers to the entire duration of the existence 
of this dinasty, which expired with liira. 

Having thus attained the climax of his usurpations, Koushluk pro- 
ceeded in a short time to extend his dominion to the countries of 

111 * r 

Almauligh,’* Kashghar, and Khoteij,-]* signalizing his government by 
ever}'^ species ofoppiession, rapacity, and violence. In his religion he 
IS described as a rank and inveterate idolatei, while his consort profes- 
sed the doctilnes of the Messiah Hence the malignity, with which 
they are both accused of having persecuted the advocates of the i\Ia- 
hommedan dispensation. The memory of Koushluk was however 
rendeied particularly odious, because he condemned a distinguished 
Mussulman doctoi,' of the name of Alla-ud-dein Mahommed-iil-Hus- 
seny, to be crucified at the dobrof Tis own college, for having success- 
fully vindicated the tenets of his belief, and retorted upon the tyrant 
the abuse with which he had presumed to tieat the name of his pro- 
phet: a circumstance which, at thesametime. might inspire some doubt 
as to the justice of tliat obloquy, to nhich the historian seems disposed 
to consign the memory of this piince, and his consort. 

In the mean time, his ally tiie prince of Mekreit, oi Merkeit, on some 
disgust, sepaiated fiom the Najunan, and retiied among the tribes of 
Keptchauk ; and Jengueiz, apprized ot the sudden and unexpected 
accession to power of Koushluk, hastened to adopt those measmes 
which mightmosteffectually bung itto a termination Jubbah,oi Hub- 
bahxSuyan^ with several toinauns, was immediately diiected to march 
estwaid, in order to disconcert thexlesigns of the successful fugitive. 
Koushluk was at tins period employed in theterritory of Kashghar, winch 
he however abandoned, the moment he found that the Moghul general 
was arrived on the fiontier. Hubbah Kuyan Svas accordingly ‘suffered 


''Said to'bein the same degree Avitb Kashgliar, '44 north 
t In 42 th'grees of north hifitude. 

jTliis name is-pointcd Jubbali, throughout the m.inuscript, but as it is in most Euro-^ 
pcau unters laid douu as IJubbah, wc shall abide b;y the latter 
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^0 take-possession of Kasligliir^ without the slightest resistance ; and 
he caused it to be immediately proclaimed through the streets, and 
market-places, that every person should quietly adhere to the religion 
of'his forefathers, without presuming to molest or interfere with that 
of his neighbours , but that the followers of Koushluk were to be put 
to death wherever they were to be found. The Mahommedans were 
thus rebel ed from the persecution of their odious oppressors ; and a 
division of the Moghul troops proceedingmpursuitofKoushluk, cut to 
pieces every In ing being, of the Na} man nation, that fell m their w ay. 
Thepnnee escaped, how eier. into the mountainous legion of Badukh- 
shaun betaking himself, in the perplexity ot his fears, to the deep glen, 
or pass, of Saureg-koul, to which there was, unfortunately for him, no 
opposite egress. Some hunters who frequented these mountains in 
pursuit of game, were easily engaged by the Moghuls, on a promise 
that the In es ot the captn es should be spared, to seize and deliver up 
tothem.thelvaymans u ho w’ere flying from their vengeance. Koushluk, 
andliis remaining followers n ereaccordingly surrounded by the hunters, 
and soon afterwards taken and consigned to the mercy of their pur- 
suers;byw horn the head oftheKaymanprmcew'as instantly struck off, 
and conve\ed to their sceneral. 

Subsequent to these events, according to our author, Jujy,-]' or 
Tchutchy, or Tushy Khaun, as he is frequently denominated, the 
eldest of the sons of Jengueiz, was employed m Keptchek, or Kep- 
tchauU, to extinguish the lastsur\ iving spark of Tartar independence, 
in the prince of ^Nlekreit, Tukeina, or Ybkeina, or Tufikaun, (such is- 
the uncertainty of the manuscript) the successor of Toukta Beggy, 
who had retreated into that country, on his separation from the prince 
of the iS^a^Tnans ; and.therehis career, together with the destin}* of his 
nation, was early decided, by the exertions of the Moghul prince, wdio 
then returned to join his father. 

ihc 4rltlidegrce of latitude, and 2nd of longitude, east ofOreenurdi 51. Shan en- 
feldt, master of the cereraomes to the king of Sweden, bemg at Pans m 1691, assured 5Ir, 
Petis dela Crosv, that be had read m the ancient annals of Sweden, that the Swedes took 
their onginai from. r>.ashg'nr. 1 ide history of Gengbizcan the great, p 11 G, m the notec. 

+ Bora when hh. father was in the fifteenth year of his age^ the name sigmfies, hapjpilt/' 
cn'ired 5 ide De laCroiis history of Genghizcan., 
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Being at leisure from his conquests, and having amply satiated his 
vengeanceon his enemies, in theeastein and northern part of the Asiatic 
continent, Jengueiz now finall}’- resolved on his expedition against the 
dominions of Sultan hlahommed of Khaurezm; from whom, in the 
murdei of the defenceless merchants, and subsequently of hisembassa- 
dors, atOtraur,as formerly described, he had received the most wanton^ 
and atrocious provocation. Before we conduct him, however, on 

I 

his memoiable and sanguinar}'’ caieer, it maybe useful to insert, from 
de la Croix’s history, a sketch of the state of Asia, at the period of this 
fearful irruption. 

“ The Indians,” adverting to the nations of Hindustaun, “ werego- 
verned by man}' kings, the most powerful of n bom was the king of 
“ the Patans (at Dehly). The southern China, which was called 
“ Mangi, had its paiticulai monaich , and the northern, 'that is to say 
“ Cathaif, was undei the hloguls, as were also both the the 

“ east and noith,w]th agreatpait of the west, and The 

“ Sultan Mehemed possessed also several parts of Tuiqucsiaim, and 
“ all Ti ansoxmiia , besides which he Avas master of the best part of 
“ the empire of Pei sia^ called by the Persians /? an • and all the Coras- 
sane, all the frontiersof India, the country of theil/cf/gs, which was 
c^Wed Azerhijana, and the Persian Hncama, otheiwise called hac 
Agemi, were dependent upon him. The ancient Persea called Pars, 
*‘ot which Schii az w'ns the capital, and several other provinces, lived 
“ under his government. In a Avord, the sovereigns of the ancient em- 
“ pires of Persia, and the il/cdcsand Pai (hians,were almost all become 
“subject to him, and paid him tribute. 

“ Geoigia and the countries adjacent had their OAvn particular princes 
“ Avho Aveie independent As foi the great Armenia, its king paid tri- 
“ bute to theking of Ca7^c;«e The CalifF A'a^sej leigned in Pa^gdaf/, 
“ ovei Chaldea, otherwise called hac Atahij, oA'er a part of Mesopo- 
“ iamia, the three Ai abuts, and some other countiies of Peisia 1 he 
Atabeqmte piinces of Mousel, impioperly called Ninivch, the des- 
“ cendauts of the great Nouieddin piince of Syria, possessed almost 
“ all the rest of Mesopotamia ; but the civil Avars caused by the mino- 
“ rity of Nassei eddm omd by ambition held these piinces inarms one 
“ against another. At this time the successors of Saladiii were also 
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very powerful, one part of SjTia had submitted to them, and Egypt A. H. 015. 
“ acknowledged them for sovereigns A. D 1218 . 

“ The Sultans of Jconia of the third branch of the Seljukides, go- 
“ verned m Asia minor, or Anatolia, which the orientals call Bilad^ 
ciioum, that is the country of the new Romans , Azzeddiii Keicaous 
“ reigned there. The sceptre of the empire of Constantinople, which 
“ as vet boie sway in some parts of Asia, was at this time in the hands 
“ of the French, who had made themselves masters of it, A. D. 1203» 

“ Heg 601. 

“The Christian affairs in Pa/c5/i/icwereat this timem a very illpostiire; 

“ they had lost the city and kingdom' of Jerusalem, which, with many 
“others, were taken from them b^-^ Saladin A D. 1187 — Heg, 553. 

“ and there remained in their hands but some few places, as the city of 
Acic or Ptolemais which Philip Augustus king of France, aided by 
king of England had conquered, according to the accountof 
“ William olTyre, in 1 19I orl 192. As also the c\ty oiTyi us, Cresarea, 

“ and in Syria. This was pretty near the state of affairs in Asia 

“at the time of the Moghuls irruption in 1218 and 1219. While Lewis 
“ the son of Philip Augustus, according to Calvisius, was employed 
“ against the Albigenses^”. History of Genghizcan the great, p, p. 

156, 157. 


‘‘Henr^ Illd was kuigof Euglaud. 
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S OME time in the six hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah, Ins 
armies beingassembled, and his preparations complete, Jengueizset 
his countless myriads in motion 'u'c'^tuard, for the territory on the 
banks of the Jeyhun, b^’- a route u’hich, together with the period con- 
■sumedin the^march, the author has entirelyomitted to determine. On 
hisairival, however, rn the neighboiliood of Olraiir,"^ on the banks of 
the Se} him, or Jaxartes.ln the forty-fourth degree of latitude, andaboiit 
the sixt}-- third of longitude, he eonsigned the siege of that place to 
his second and third sons, Tcheghatay, and Ouktay ; and detaching 
Ins eldest son, Jujy, towards Jund on the one hand, and Alak Xuyan, 
towards Finauket, and Khojend on the other, he proceeded himself, 
accompanied by his fourth and favorite son, Tiily Khaujah, by the 
orientals entitled, by way ofeminence, UlughXuyan — the great Ameiry 
on the way towards Bokhara. 

Appearing unexpected!}'' before the w alls of Zarbouk, or Zarnuk, 
the inhabitants ventured to shut their ?ates against him, with the 
generous design of defending themselves, w hile they had arms in their 
hands ; but being dissuaded from their purpose, by the intervention 
and arguments of a Mahommedan chief in the sen’^ice of Jengueiz, 
whose name was Daneshmund, they ultimately forbore hostilities, and 
wereadmitted to somespecies ofcapitulation by the I\IoghuI conqueror. 
Their walls w'erehow'ever levelled w ith the ground, and their young men 
compelled to attend the army ; which now proceeded to Xiir, a city 
between Samarkand and Bokhara, which submitted on similar terras. 
But, in this instance, the inhabitants were sternly admonished, for the 
future, to confine themselves to loss' perilous, and humbler habits of 


It is also obvious to remark, that the author has omitted to notice the action which 
took place on the march to the Sevhun, between the Khaurezmian Sultan/ard ? dwis'on of 
the ^loghul armv under JujyKhaun, as mentioned in the history of tliekmgs of Khaurezm, 
but in which, accordmgto de la Croiv, Jengueiz commanded in person. 
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the employments of hushtindry, and the cave of their flocks and . 
herds ; for that their dwellings and all they contained, were to be im- ; 
mediately resigned to spoliation. They were not m a condition to 
iesist , and all that belonged to them became, accordingly, the prey of 
the Moghuls. Jengneiz now proceeded without obstacle to Bohhtha; 
an the neighborhood of which he is here said to have encamped, in the 
early part of the six hundred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah. In the 
summary prefixed to his reign by the author, he is however stated to 
have quitted Karakorum in'the 6l5tli, and to bavcieached Bokhara in 
the commencement of the 6 17th of the Hidjerah , to this latter date 
■ue shall take the liberty of adheimg. 

This celebrated city, lying, according to de la Croix, in the fortieth 
degree of north latitude, and about a day’s journey north-east of the 
Oxus, IS alleged to derive its name from a similar word, signifying in 
the language of the ISIagians, or ancient Persians, the mart, or empo- 
rium of t'lie sciences , and it is, indeed, at the period under consider- 
ation, desciibed to have been the resort of science, learnings, and ge- 
nius, from every quarterof the oriental world. But, whatever Its splendor 
and renoAvn, it was now destined, like the gem in his signet, to be on 
ail sides enclosed by the countless host of Jengueiz. Neveitheless, 
on the \ery first night of its investiture, the Khaurezmian garrison, to 
the number of twenty or thirty thousand, under three of their generals, 
attempted to surprise the camp of the hloghuls. But as the guards 
of the besiegers, like the unslumbeiing fortune of their sovereign, weie 
ever on the natch, the design was frustrated, and the gieater part of 
those employed to carry it into execution, cut to pieces. The ensu- 
ing day, divesting themselves of all idea offuither resistance, the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Boklihia threw open the gates, and in all their 
clas‘=es, proceeded to implore the mercy of Jengueiz. 

Immediately mounting his horse, the Moghul monarch now entered 
the demoted city , and approaching the principal mosque, stiuek with 
Its splendid appearance, demanded, if that was the palace of the Sultan. 
Being aiisueied in the negative, aud that it was, on the contrary, au 
edifice conseciated to the worship of the supreme God, he introduced 
himself, nevei theless, mounted as he was, into the interior of the build- 
jiig, aud proceeded uithout checking the reins of his bridle, until he 
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came to tlie mcksurali, or more sacred part. Here lie dismounted, and 
ascendingthe steps of the mumber, or pulpit, there seated himself with 
the utmost unconcern, cool}" gn ing orders to his soldiers. The most 
essential ot these as, since the adjacent jilains were entirely destitute 
of forage ot every dcsciiption, that they were not to lose a moment, to 
seciiie piovendcr foi their horses. The Moghuls proceeded, accord- 
ingly, to tliiou open the doors of the magazines and granaries 
Thev scatteied abioad the sacred sections of the Koran, from tlie cof- 
fers in which they -were deposited, and applied them, insteadof straw, 
as litter for their horses; and aftci this, they compelled the venerable 
Sheikhs, and doctors of the lai\ of Mahommed, to hold their chargers 
by the bridle, \\ hile they proceeded to circulate the goblet, and to divert 
themselves with the barbarous strains of their Moghhl music. 

In the mean tunc, Jenguci/ lepaired at his leisure to the Eidgah, (the 
edifice generally erected \Mthout the vails of the town for the cele- 
biation of the principal festivals) v here he had directed the whole 
population of Bokhaia to be assembled to receive his commands. .\s- 
ccnding the tiibunal, he fiist addressed himself in prayer to the most 
high, aftei vhich, liaMug expicsscd himself ;iii terms of severe re- 
pioach against the Sultan of Khauiezm, he thus concluded. “Men 
“ of Boklifira ' you have been guilty of enormous cumes ; hence the 
“ V lath of God. of v hose vengeance I am the instrument, hath employ- 
“ ed me against ^ou. Of all the property of this city that is visible, 
“ it voiild be needless to require an account. That which I demand 
“ rs the iinieserved, and immediate surrenderolall that lies concealed.’’ 
The opulent inhabitants hastened, in consequence, to place at the dis- 
cretion of their conquerors, the wholeof their treasures, andeflects of 
every denomination ; which were taken possession ot vithout abate- 
ment, and yet without the application of the torture in any instance 
to for<;e a discovery. But, an order having been early issued by Jen- 
gueiz, that the adherents of the king of Khaure/m should be entirely 
expelled the city , and it being unhappily discovered that many per- 
sons of this description had found protection with the inhabitants, the 
indignation of the vindictive monarch was awakened, and he directed 
tlie town to be immediately set on fire. Thus, the buildings being m 
general cased or covered wuth wood, m the course of a single day, tins 
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noble and cclebiated city n as coii'^umcd to ashes; nothing indeed es- 
caping the conflagration, but the cathedral, or pnncspal mosque, and 
such of the public odificcs as nr'rc constiuctcd of burnt buck, llie 
^^albkc^outhot the town w’crc then commanded to attack the citadel, 
nhichstillheldoutforthcKliaure^inian,and thisbcingalsoafteraconsi- 

dcrablercsistancc, ultimately reduced, every individual w ho had borne 
arms in its defence, n as put to the sword, and the w'omen and children 
condemned to slavery. The castle w as levelled w ith the ground , and 
It IS said that one of the inhabitants, n ho had escaped into Khorassaun, 
bcins: desired to describe tiic events ot wdncli lie had been witness, 
replied in these words T/ici/ came — ffici/ cifodiafcd — thr^ hound 
“ — ihcif mas'^ac\cd — and fhcif cou’iumcd ” Than which five words, 
concludes the author, .the PerMan language does not furnish terms to 
delineate more briefly, oi accurately, llic fate of Bokhara, on its con- 
quest by the Moghiils. The same, or similar w ords, have been, how'- 
r\ er, by others a]iphcd totbesub'^equent lapidand ex term mating course 
of these fierce nnadcis, through the pro\ Hires of the Persian empire; 
to w Inch the destruction of Bokhara w'as but thcmelancholv, and fearful 
pieludc. 

Recurring to the operations of Tcheghatay and Ougtay, who had 
been charged with the reduction of Otiaur, the narrative proceeds to 
iclate, that those princes no sooner appeared in his MCinitv, than 
Gh'aeir Khaun, the governor, with not less than si.\t\ thousand horse 
undci his ordeis, conceived it prudent to confide his safety to the 
sticngth of his fortifications ; ratliei than to the ha^ard of an open 
conflict in the field of battle. He provided, however, w ith activity and 
vigilance for the defence of the place At the expiiation of five 
niontlis, the situation of the besieged, notwithstanding every piecau- 
tion, verged on extremity , and at such a crisis, they were abandoned 
by Karautcliah Ilaujeb, (Canacas of De la Croix) one of the Khaur- 
ezmiau generals, who had been expressly appointed bj’-Ris sovereign to 
provide for the support of Ghaeir Khaun , but who now enteied into 
a correspondence with the Moghuls, and one night quitted the city 
by the gate of the Sufikhaunah, (the convent of the mystics peihaps) 
which be had probably betiayed to the besiegers. Be this as it may, 
the l\Ioghuls poured into the town on the same night; Gh^eir Khaun 
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with twenty thousand of his bravest troops retiring into the citadeL 
Next day, having loaded him with deserved reproach for his base ingra- 
titude to his king, the Shahz&dahs put the traitor Karautchah to death; 
and driving the whole population of Otraur to the adjoining plain, 
there butchered them without mercy. 

They now commenced their attack upon the citadel, which was ably' 
and gallantly defended by the governor ; who employed Ins numerouS^ 
garrison, in bold and frequent sallies to disturb, and retard the opera- 
tions of the Moghuls, until the greater part had perished sword in 
hand, m the honorable discharge of their dut3^ The siege had been in 
this manner protracted for the space of amonth,.not without material 
loss to the besiegers, when the latter at last succeeded in penetrating 
into the castle, the warlike associates of Ghaeir Khaun beins: reduced 
to two persons only. With these, hou evei, taking post on the terrace 
of one of the dwellinghouses, he continued to defend himself, and keep; 
the enemy at a distance with bricks and stones, until he saw his two 
faithful companions lifeless b}-- his side. The Moghuls had been cau- 
tioned, at all hazards, to take the obnoxious governor alive ; hence 
the}^ foibore to assail him ti ith their darts or arrows. But they at last 
accomplished their object by mere dint of numbers, and thej’ seized and 
effectuallj'^ secured his person, as they had been directed to do. The 
citadel was immediately rased to the ground , and the sunn ving inhabi- 
tants, with the exception of the mechanics and artificers, who were 
reserved for transportation to the AloghCil territorv, were all put to- 
death. Tcheghatay and Ougtaj’’ then proceeded across the Seyhun, 
to rej’oin their father’s camp, which they found m the vicmitj’- of Samar- 
kand. The governor of Otraur suffered the death to which he had been 
longdestmed, intheKoukiSerrai,a countrypalacenotfarfromthatcitj’’^ 

It has been already observed, that on the arrival of the IMogh filar mica 
on the Seyhun, Jujy Khaim was detached in the direction of Jfind, or 
Jond * a city on the borders of Turkestan n, at a short distance from 
that river. In his route towards that place, his march appears to have 
led him through theheigbborhoodofSughnauk, orSaganac, to dissuade 

'De la Croi't, on the authority orthe Rouzutus-suffA, reports “that it\ras out of this- 
“city,and some others in the same country, that twenty Scythian embaisadorawent to meet 
Alexander, — reproached him \MtIi ius ambition 
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the Inhabitants of nhich from una\ ailing hostilities he tbspatchecl a 
mei chant ol Bokhara, non in the einploYincnl of Jcnguciz, of the name 
of Ilu«?sun llajy Thi«: person houevcr,searcel) entered the ton n, 
and before he had noil explained tiic ohioct of his mission, when he 
was ass,\ilcil I)v the licentious and misguided multitude, and, to the c*y 
of the tckhcir, iinmodiateU put to death. An act of such daring and 
unnarrautahlc \*iolencc naturallv excited in the iMogiidl prince the ut- 
most indignation , and he hastened, n ith llie fury of an angry lion, to 
a^engctho outrage. calling upon lus soldiers not torchix in thcircxcr- 
tions, until thoN n ere masters of the place. The Moghuls exerted 
themsches nith more t\\anordmar\ /cab In two da.\s the n retched 
city n as sub\ cried to the ^c^^ foundations, and cvcr^ liMii" creature 
put to the snord IlaMiig coiisicucd the ruins of Sughnauk to the 
son ol IIus‘=un llai\,thc luaicli ol .lu>\ n as next directed to Ouzkuiid, 
(situated in the latitude oftbri^ four) \\ Inch capitulated without resist- 
ance ; and thence, retrogradens it uould appear, to Asaush, -‘\shaiish, 
or Tauslikcnt , the inhabitants of winch, making a determined and 
gallant defence, weie for the creator }iart cut to pieces. 

Tliesc samjuinary cxecuUous being described to Kulliig Khann, the 
gONcrnor of Jund, with circumstances ofaggraiatcd horror, appear to 
liavedf’prncd himof that firmness, w iih which it was necessary to brace 
tlie approachingstorm, with any prospect ofsuccccs, and he prudently 
withdrew into IChaurc/ui. On tins, anoflicerof the name ofTchein- 
teniur (Gitniurof de-la-Croix) w-as deputed on the part of the MoghuL 
prince, to confer wiili the Juiidians , but, percemng among (licpeo-^ 
pie, indications w Inch menaced Ins life, the agent by some seasonalde 
piece of address, contrived to chide the design, and returned witliout 
delay to Ins irencral Oathe fourth day ofSufiurof tlic six hundred and 
sei enteenth'^ of the Hidjerah. J ipy presented himself, before the town , 

ofw Inch theinhabitants, after secuiingthegatcs,aresaid,hkeunconcern- 

ed spectators, to have takeatheir seats on the ramparts , and, as if thev had 
been fastened to their posts by the operation of enchantment, to'hare 
looked quietly on, w lule theMogluils laid, them bridges across the chtqh 
fixed tbeir ladders to the w alls, and scaled the parapets ancldescendl 
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^ng to the interior of the works, proceeded ]^ithout the smallest nio-^ 
lestation, to open the gates to thei'i felldu' soldici’s 'from ’without. I’his" 
done, the populatioij Mas as usual driven, like cattle for the slaughter, 
to'the adjoining plain, and their property sweptpff by a general pillage. 
But, 'as they had forbo'rn'e all sheiv of resistance, ‘the lives of the inha-' 
bitants M'ere in this'mstance spared, wdh the exception of tu o pr three 
uhfoitunate miscre'^rits, iMho had spoken with in'solence to Tcheinte- 
mur. The government of Jhnd \vas conferied on Khaiijah Ally Ghe- 
jendvauny ; after which, Jujy also proceeded to rejoin liis father. 

The reduction of Finauket, (bras it is sometimes called Tunkaut) 
ahd Khojend, had been allotted to Alak, or Elak Nuyan. Of the for- 
mer city, -which is said to lie m the foity third degree of latitude,* 
dependent on Alshaush, thegarrison ivas, for the greater jiart, composed 
of Kankuly Tartars mIio, -with their governor Eylenku JNIelek, retired 
■within their works, immediately on theapproach of the Moghhl general. ^ 
They were shortly aftenvards invested by the enemy, and, for three 
days, manfully exerted themselves in the defence of the'place ; but, at 
theexpiration of that short period, requesting to capitulate, they eva- 
cuated the tOMm on the fourth, and -were on the spot immolated m their 
own blood. The operations of Elak Nuj an were next employed against 
Khojend, a well knoivn and respectable city on the Seyhun, in 41-25 
of latitude, and -within seven daj's journey of Samarkand, on the side 
of Ferghaundh. The place was, at this period, under the government 
ofTeymur MeKk ; than whom, the Mode extent of the Khaureznnan 
monarch’s dominions did not then furnish an abler, or a braver prince. 
H-e had, moreover, in his tram one thousand -wariiors of established 
renown, each of whom might boast that he was inferior only to the 
most distinguished heroes of Persian stor 3 \ With these, he is ulti- 
mately said to have retired into the citadel, constructed in the middle 
of the stream , fiom wfeich, -with indefatigable activity, and to their in- 
finite loss and inconvenience, he continued for a long time to harass» 
and annoy his Aloghul assailants. After all, when reduced to the last 
extremity, he embaiked the whole of his family- and followers, in se- 
venty covered boats, on the Seyhfin, or river of Khojend , each of v'hich 
It IS desenbed bj the onentals as a most delightful place of residence. See de la Cron s 
histo^. 
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load been previously overbid, on order to protect them against tbe darts A. H. G17. 
and fire uorks of the enemy, uith a composition of clay and vinegar. A D. 1220. 
He stationed himself in one of the last of the vessels, and committed the 
vliole, V ith thefieetnessofthemornongbreeze,toghdealongthestream. 

As soon ns his departure became known to the bloghuls, they pur- 
sued, u ith equal perseverance and activity, along the banks of the river, 
fromu Inch they perpetually assailed him with darts, andeveryispecies of 
missile ; while he repelled, w itli the skillofan archer who never missed 
Ins aim. Until, either designedly or by accident, his little armament 
took the ground, at a particular spot, probably on the left bank ot the 
ri\ er Here he disembarked, and continued his retreat by land ; occa- 
sion illy lialtin" to make head against Ins pursuers, while his family 
and hag?agc, made the best of tlicir w'ay to a place ot safety. At last, 
the w hole of Ins escort having perished, and Ins family secured be- 
yond the reach ot the enemy, lie touud himself cntirel}' alone , with 
not more than throe airows m Ins, quiver, one of winch was without 
a head. In tins torloru and hopeless situation he rode on, though 
^er^ closely pursued 1)\ three Moghul troopers , when, obser\ mg the 
p, itinacit\ w ith w inch the\ seemed to press upon him, he made a short 
tuin round, and lodged Ins headless arrow iii the eje of one of, Ins pur-., 
suers The others drew ofi upon tins, and sulTered linn to continue his 
retreatw itlioutturtlier molestation into Kliaurczm , whercheultnnatclyr. 
auived lu safety.. 

From Kliaure/m, at a subsequent period, Teyrafir Molek retiredl- 
fnto Persian Iiak,aiui ultimately intoSyiia; w'hcre he continued until- 
these dreadful calamities had exhausted their violence. Impelled by* 
the desire of rcMsitmg the laud of his birth,, he then returned ta the 
neighboring pcovmce ot Ferghaunah , from whenec, at a proper oppor-, 
tuniU he conveyed himself to Khojend, Here, he learnt on inquiry, 
that, haying accompanied the person of Bautu, the son of Jiijy Khaun, 
in Ins progiess through that country,, ins son had been put in posses-.. 
sion of lus property IVith tins son he sought, and obtained an inter- 
1 lew , at which he demanded w hether, if fortune restored Ins lono- lost 
parent, he thought he should recognize him. The son replied, that 
at the peuod ot their separation, he was but an mtant at tliebre,ist of 
Ills nuise , but. that there still existed in the place an individual, m the' 
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humble condition of a slave, to whom his features plight yet be CimU 
liat. This slave was accordingly sent for, and he without hesitation 
aclino^^ledged the identity of his former lord. The circumstance of 
his rc-appearance soon circulatingthroiigh Tuihestaun, Teymur iNlelek, 
in the hope that hemight be permitted' to participate'in thelibeiality 
of that magnanimous moharch, who' had by this time succeeded to the 
throne of Jengueiz, conceived fhedesign of pfoceedin^'inimediately to 
the presence of Ougtay KaanJ ' On his journey, it'was, his misfortune 
to meet with Kedhaun Oghlan', one of the humerous offshoots ot the 
imperial family, by whom he was directed to be immediately manacled, 
and u ho in that state pioceeded to question him, as to the various con- 
flicts m uhicli he had been engaged. The brave old chief had accord- 
ingly commenced the recital of his eicploits, ulicn, accident, or Ins 
e\il genius, ushered to the spot the very JMbghul in whose eye lie 
had lodged the headless arrow, on his retreat Irom Khojend , and, as 
he also proceeded to interrogate him on the same .subject, uitli a 
freedom, or insolence, to which he was little disposed to siibinii, 
Teymhr Melek was nottobe restrained from replying with equal haugh- 
tiness and asperity; which awakening the displeasure of Kcdkaiiii 
Oghlan beyond all moderation, that prince discharged an arrow 
V'lth such force through the body ot the unfortunate Khaufczniiaii, 
that he instantly breathed his last. The siege ot Khojend, and the ad- 
venturous retreatof this gallant chieftain, have been given moie in detail 
by the elder De-la-croix, in his liistory of Genghizcan , but we liaic 
conceived it suthcicnt to adhere to the above brief narrative, dorivtcl 
from the original statoraentof Khondenicir, the author ot the ivork now 
before us. It remains to add, that lia\ mg completed the reduction ol 
Kliojcnd, Elak Niiyaii like the other gimcrals, pioceeded ton <irds Sa- 
markand, in the neighborliood ot w Inch, Jengueiz liad been, now tor 
some lime, encamped with tlic mam bocl\ ot his armies. 

The city ot b.miarkand, w Inch Jen"uciz w as at this period proceeding 
to rtducc, IS said. In Dr la Croix, aetordmg to the dcteniiinatioii of 
1 luun nee, to lie m ihetortielh dterec of noith latitude, in tin am i- 
oiiiSogdiana, both the territors bj w Inch it is surrounded, eijii. illy 
Of Icbrated tor Its t«MtiIit\ aml.innniU, and the river w Im h J)a‘•^( s un- 
der its walls on the north side, beme known to thisda\, b\ the ii.tme 
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i3f1?oaha. Duung the writer- m which he fatally resolved on iTie.se- . 
paiolioiuind dispQi'iionofhiRiorce,SuUnn ^lahominetl ha.dlett,notw'ith“ 
standing, foi- the tlofencc of this nohlc city^ ft hodv of one hnndred und 
tell thousand 'Uirii , and the iiiiillitudc ot its population is moreover 
described to ha\c been such, as to surpa^'S the powers ot ealculation. 
But, in order to eiiahlc^theui the more \igorousl\ to lesist the fonm- 
dablcattackw ith w liichthe\ were mcnaccd,thcmuItitudmous garrison, 
assisted bv the mliahitants, added to the ordinary defences of tlietowm 
Iw a line ot breastworks and intrenchnicnts, if not an entire rampart, 
with which the\ surrounded it at diftercnt points ; and the ditch being 
made to commuincalc at the eatrcinitics with the river, it could ot 
course be at all times filled w itli w aler A consideration of these cir- 
cumstances IS said to ha\e opcratedwith Jengueir, to employ luinselt 
and the princes his sons, in thcpre\ious reduction oCBokhara, and of 
the other cities ol Transoxiana, and Tiirkestaun. But w'hen his mind 
had been set at rest hv the accomplishment of thesexninoi undertak- 
ings, he no longer dela^ cd the execution ol his design against Samart and ; 
bctorc which he appeared, in treiiicndous force, in the latter part of 
ZiIIiudie*o{ the SIX hundicdaud seventeenth ot the Hidjerah, fixing 
hl'^ head quarters in lhelvouk,or Gougscnai, the country palace in the 
noigliborlioodofthatcity,alrcad} mentioned , w herehewassuccessively 
joined by the priiicc', and his other generals, on the termination ot the 
sen ices on w Inch they had been sc^erallY employed. 

Having eiijo} ed a short, and unmolested repose ol two clays, Jengueiz 
was suddenly, and resolutely assailed in his quarters on the third, by 
the IvhaurezuiKin generals, who succeeded in cutting to pieces a great 
number of the Moghul troops, and retired an triumph into the town, 
with a multitude ot piisoners. But, on the fourth day, Jengueiz at 
the head ot his wdiole army, attacked the place on all sides, wnth such 
irresistible impetuosity, that the garrison no longei thought it safe to 
trust themselves without the gates. On Bie filth night, a difference 
of opinion arose among theibcsieged, part evincing a disposition to ca- 
pitulate, while the other, faithful to its engagements with the king of 
Khfturezm, persevered in a determination to resist to the lastcxtremity^ 
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I, Y-rA ti\( tr »1 ui-< r In « ont.i.ntitx « itli i!n - in-tniviiott'^. tir tlir. c 
Mo^hu) » 'pi iiu'v (lr< w itO low •'r*U lUnn.i'-'^ann amUipirUtly 
till \ur.t\ >h, vr ()\(i‘- .iltonl tin. i ii<l ot th< 1 tit* r ll''l>i)i in ol tlu* 
hnn.li"! i in. t nth «.l tin i 1 xit* r ‘h .* tlir tw <:> fonrirr A' iior.ilv, 

M.tiitii* 1 «li < I'-ioj)'- pro. ( I dni'^ to" . r.i'- II. pit li. nv I hy in Tiront 
" nil M'-'-iir in. » - ‘•ni.nii'-^nni lio.n Ann m M. 1> h, tin pnnri* or cm < r- 
nor ol in 'I t it\ , tin -1 iwu ipp. ir t.tln*' t’P i'-'' i1"n " iliionl inoh ‘'tin j tin* 
p], Hi. 1)111 lonkuli r th' uilu r ' ninri.nuli r.i 'kni’C tli'“-n\m‘ ilirt'f tion, 
.nui I omiiif,!)! l.ir. 1 1. r it, .liu r in^coH. cm '.had hint c>hst]n it.'li • lo-.'d 
In-.ru'. I'U'.i I \ 1 rs tUiu'c tint tin prun »• ronld .iH. c* in pront' ot !u>s 
r.'t . lit .u ( i.tnnu'daliun. nnl ituni. di tl. K r.nnnii m . d hovtiliUi"' tor tlio 
r« dll' turn of tlu low n 11. me hou . v« r f ilU d In .in irrou , this iKildo 
rn\ (''C.ipi d forllu ]»r' s. Ill, til' Mocinii" in’st. nin.,on tlimh illi ot thoir 
lead, r, iliir.Inhhih ind ^ow < \ d n . \\ lioiii t!n>\ o\ ltIo"!. m tlu'n.'i'eh- 
horiiood ot ynw .di, i ( ii\ ilan ol nuid. r.iic sj/i , ..aul to Ik m the tiiirty 
s'Nihdt CO not I itilnd. , lu'tu t . n llirat, mil Ni \ "h.iphr ’rhoMnciinl 
iKr.ils h id Tifpiir. d Ivoin liic udi dm mis s\jpp\\ oi tor.ico .nnl jiro- 
Msioin«. .nul h.’d l»c(.n p. r. inpioiili r.'Insc'd lint, .is tin i \\ nro in liaste 
to proc. ( utctl.o otilu ir vn.irt lullnn "or. d. filinir from tln'iirich- 

horiiood, "iihont rcsontnif,^ tins hosith* spirit on tlu* p.iri ol tlio town, 
when the silli inhal'itmls pros, odui" from thoir w .ills to iiisviU thom, 
Miih c\])rcssion'5 ol ohsre no .nid .ibiisne rdialdry, tli.‘ indiiination of 
the two elm Is was rov.scd, .ind ilu \ dt U rmined to clKXst\.,c the insult. 
liie\ instaiuU connlerninrchcd, and initstcd the town, and iuuing 
made thenisohc masters of it in the course ot throe d.us, thei mas- 
sacred the whole of the inliabil.ints . .uid, that a \esiige mijrbt not 
remain to indicate that the spot had ever been the residence of a lui- 
maii heinq, tliev broke up, and consumed to ashes evcr\ article tint 
they could find either in, or helongingto this ill-fated town. 
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After this severe example of vengeance, they proceeded'to Neysha-’ 
pur, placed by De la Croix in the same latitude with Tusse, that of' 
thirty seven north, tlieJattercitybeinghoweverconsiderably totheiiorth 
east. Neyshapur appears for the present to have escaped the cruelties 
of these barbarians ; Jubbah Nuyan there sepaiating from his colleguey; 
and directing liis march for Mazanderaun by the route of Jowein ; while 
Soweydai took that of Thsse, where, on his arrival, he made a dreadful 
slaughter of the inhabitants. From thence he-pioceeded into Rau- 
degan,. which for the delight he experienced in its beautiful ruial 
scenery^its meads and meandering streams, he was indirced to spare. 
But, for this temporaiy departure from the oidinarj’-courseof desolation, 
he made himself ample amends by the atrocities m whicb heindulged, 
soon after^^ aids, at Jenushaun and Esfraein,.and latterly atDfimaghauii; 
^on the licentious and disorderly multitude of which towns, he inflicted- 
the direst calamities.. Halving marked his course through Mazan- 
deraun with the Same desolating ravages, and left a part of his 'divisioiii 
to besiege one of the castles of that country, in which the' family' of 
Sultan MahoiTuned had taken refuge^ Jubbah Nuyan '^lew off to, the 
left into the territoiy of Rai, or Rey, (the Rages of scripture), situated: 
in thirty five- degrees thiity five minutes of north latitude, fdiir'days 
journey fiom Neyshapur; being joined shortly aitcnvafdis, in the same 
territory, by his coUegue Soweydai. 

At this period, the unhappy city was rent asunder by tlie inveterate’ 
animosities prevailing between the’two sects of Sh'affai and Haneifali,, 
who pei'seciited. each other with mortal and unrelenting hostility. 
Hence, on the approach of tlleMoglmls, the Shaffaites hastened^toJOln 
them,, nrgi ng the generals to destroyone half of their native city, because 
that half was occupied’ by the rivaf sect. The town was accordingly 
no sooner in possession of the invaders, than the wretched Haneifites 
were immediately butchered without mercy The opposite sect were 
not, however, su-ffered to enjoy their tiiumph for many days , for the 
mo gcneial':. not uniustly, reasoning that little faith was to be reposed, 
in a description of men who could devote their fellow citizens to tlie 
slaughter, with such unsparing mahgnity, witliout much ceremonj", 
dispatched them to the same bourne with their detested rivals. 

Soweydai now proceeded noithwardto Kazvein, situated in thirty 
sc\en north, between Rai and Ebher ; Jubbah moving uc'^twaid, in 



tlir tlirf rlion of Ilnmndiun. On In*- nrnv.t! n; Komm, to In* m 
tlnrtN fourtUtin'cv lorts fi\c mmuti s north, .itiotu luiflu.ty hrinccn 
Knr\otn .\m\ Mah.uin, the lattor uo-m ml. *-t)U ni the \\ ichod MiL'^c^lion 
of n%al sort \rtr<-. here (h '-rnlu'd to he S,'i)iiuliu raii'-ed the uholepo- 
jodalion of the place to he- ])iu to tlee- sweerel He e*e>i^m. ntcel, Ite^U c*. e r, 
eni Ins arei'al n\ the tu't.:hhe>rhe>cyd ref Ilamaelaetn, to some specie s of 
ne COlUlUe^d-ltlCeJI . V\ 1 1 h ^h liel-llel-tic in the s,ij|e>| \ ll.t-lld-el oulnll. of lllC 
race of Alh lint, diiectinL’ In*- course- toucrel- Gor/reiud, and Khor- 
lemih \d, he con\. ri> d tin forme r into a he ap ot -mokinir rmiis, und 
the latte r- fiom the m \ns;eNu of eh hiht. int«» the nhode; of me 1 uieludy 
•^lu! nen e m h --in” tin inh ihil jiits eel Nili.iv « nel eni the- otlie r sjd'* in 
ilie' \ e r\ n » hot p till itid w r- te lie ihii '-■-.■niele \inhitin in t't e*r\ country 
whuhlu foniul ihmeloneelhv n- le ;.iinn ite jireitertor-. r ml tliiv he eli--- 
ccoered.'t dllKi'-t e-\<r\ stf (». tile- ‘-.tuv dre' telfid It ‘•‘.fins of ‘-laimllter 
aiiel elesohtion At K i,\i m. ^nucteh'ii. on hi- pirt, nns sunie-n’iitly 
-active in tWemhni: the --'Aeep eif e Nie rmin \tueu , hiMiit: pul tea tUn 
sweirel not inue h !i ss than filt\ tiion- iitel eel the nnre s!-.tim: inliahit nits. 
Afte r n l)u lu ihe se- t\\ ei n .uieU rme ami nnre sir nm el h\ o ijas mj rc- 
nnitsel. tojnssihe Winter of the- st\ hniulred ami eit:lite;euth ol ihii 
H leiie r h. t n tlie hnnmia-^u s ot U .'u 
1 ar)\ ill the' spi ihe-\ preic('e-ih el ill ( eem ( rt to iin adc the pro\ ince 
ot S'/rrh i\ i.'un e'.hihituvi the orelui ir\ ^e e m s ot pdhu-e and mass irrc, 
rit /< m nm \rtie hed. ami ‘'oraui , md from tins Inter pi me- ihcv has- 
tened Ml hill r ire cr to 'I'e-hre 17, the* ele-stru< tioii ol W lllcll W as. how c\ cr, 
tor the pre -'eni nvertei! hya inn-^nifu cnirmsenn torwarde-el toihi‘Mo"liiil 
i;oncral- h- Ataln-k Ou/lnh the m>\crnor, u lui conce-ued u jinulem, 
perhaps em an\ terms, to piircli me tluir lorhtarance^ Part of the lol- 
leiwmc; wmiLi ihnlot m.\ hviiulrcd ami nineteen ihew passed inctn- 
toiiniciils. Ol e\uarLci al Moulian, on the hanks o( tin- knrr and Oras 
hnt heiore' llic season w as e'.pired, thev crossed in;e> Giir^esJauii, or 
Gcoiina, where they e,oinnutted depUnahlc havoe anionq^ the,- natucs. 
In the course ol ilte same vear, i!io\ siejj,naluotl ilieir harharous lago at 
:\Ierau”lu*i. llaimlan, and Khoui Selmaiiss, Xakhtdiuaim, Ikt Ick.um, 
and Shamaukhv 5 all in the neighheirhood ol the rivers jnst alluded to ; 
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extending tlieir inroads the same time, as far as they had an oppor- 
tunity, into the territory of Sliiivaun. ,, 

The Moghtil 'Captains began at last to direct their vievvs to the plan, 
which they had probably long since had in contemplation, of pene- 
trating to their native country, thiough the Shirvanian Derbund. Be- 
ing, however, en-tiie sti angers to the road they pioceeded to remove 
'the difficulty by the following expedient. An intelligent agent was 
flispatchedon their part to the princeof Shirvaun, who liadshut himself 
up in one of the impregnable strong-holds of the country, to assure him 
that they harboured no designs hostile to his government, and to pro- 
pose that he should send to then camp some respectable person, with 
-whom they might come to an explanation of the past, and to a solemn 
■engagement foi the future. Rejoicing at a proposal, apparently so 
moderate and pacific, the pi nice of Shu vaun immediately deputed ten 
of his piincipal officers, to confer with’--the hlogliuls ' The moment 
'they reached the camp of the invaders, the head of one of the deputies 
was struck off,andthe remainderapprized,that if they honestly pointed 
out the road which led thiough the pass of Derbund, their lives would 
be safe ; otherwise, the fate of their associate inevitably awaited them 
Intimidated by the prospect of immediate destruction, the men con- 
sented to become the guides of then betrayeis, whom they conducted 
accordingly, without fuither obstacle, to Derbund. Heie again, th^ 
Moghfils having' glutted themselves "With blood and spoil, passed on- 
wards on their march into TCiikestaun , leaving on theii way, among 
the Alans, and in the territory of Orus (of the Russians) the same fear- 
ful memorials that had maiked then progiess through Khoiassaim and 
Irhk. Thej'^ had probably by this time crossed the Vqlga, or Attel, and 
they availed themselves of the opportunity to transmit to Jengueiz, 
who was now returned to his hereditaiy dominions, a narrative of 
their pioceedings. This has earned us far beyond the regular course 
of the history , and we shall now pause to remark in the words of our 
original, that from the above rapidldetail, may be formed ^ome estimate 
of the terror impressed .by the irresistible might, and impetuosity of 
the i\Ioghul armies , say rather, of the height to which the wrath of 
an avenging God had been excited against the nations of that p'^riod 
of time', for, to the w-rath of God alone could it be ascribed, thatof nearly 
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league, from the suburbs, %Tbere themain body of the advanced guard 
of tlicir enemies, ia\’ in ambuscade for their reception. The Kliaur- 
czinians nerc from every quarter immediately attacked nitli equal 
fury and impetuosity They fled in their turn, and were pursued 111111 
dreadful slaughter into their very gates; the iMogliCds entering pell- 
mell with the fugitives into the streets of the ton n, n itliout abandon- 
ing the pursuit until they reached the quarter called the TunnoMerali, 
or quarter of the bakers when, the sun then setting, they concened 
It prudent to withdraw to their main bodt’’ ; the loss ofthe Khaure/- 
mians, from suniiseto sunset on this fatal da}', being estimated nottar 
short of one hundred thousand men. 

Tno days subsequent to tins event, the cit}' was formally invested, 
on every side, by the M hole of the Moghul aimy; but, before they 
commenced the operations of the siege, the three princes invited tins, 
and the neighboring towns of Khaurezm, to submit peaceably to t!ic 
authoiity of Jcngueiz. Such proposals were, lioueier, not destined 
to produce the slightest effect, those to whom they norc addressed, 
proceeding by every method n Inch they could de\ ise, or put m piac- 
tice, to harass and annoy their besiegeis ; who, on their part, emplo}c’d 
their utmost activity and exertions, to counteract and repel tiiceflorls 
of the bcsicired. Hostilities had tliiis continued with mutual dcstrut' 
tion,and the siege been piotractcd for a period of considerable duration, 
to the great injury of the city, winch had been in many qu.irters ci- 
ther consumed or laid in rums, by the stones, and pots of burning 
naplitbn, discharged b} the IMogliuls from their n arlikc maclinies, 
n ben tlic design nas conceived of cutting off, or diverting to another 
quarter, the branch, or canal of the 0 \us, vvlnch supplied the touir 
Mitliviater. Three thousand men u ere accordingly set at work fo 
execute the desium, n hen it u as discov ered by the Ivliaiire/nnans, u'lio 
hastened M iliiout <lcl.ay, .uni in irreat force to attac k tlie uorkiTun, 
the whole of whom, after some resistance, they succeeded in cutting 
to pieces 
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fnl ; mnl n mi*^nuilcr''lr\n(lni:r, nbout ilu' linu', nrj-inc 

li( tw <M II ilio pniirt •' .llM^ nml 'P* lit'ph.il i\ . HMTiodoflu « mnutlis was 
ronsunml. hi fon' thr linil inaih' am niitm.il a-l\ aiu 01110111 

lowari!-' ihc r< ihn imn f.| ihc jilaor. T In^ aiu i-f Innnoiu among 
tho hrotlu'r‘- no'-ooiu-r nmlo l.nonn lo Jcngiioi/ , linn lu* inns- 
miUotl in*-!! not ion*' lhal llic roinmnml of tlm * n should ho unmo- 
(hat(d\ tnu'-forrod lo ()u>4li\ . and iliat tlio two oldor lirollior-', with 
ihi \\ iu'Io of tin ir ‘-uhordin.’n oom rak. sjiould stdiinil w itliout rosor^ <• 
to tho Ti:thnril\ o{ ihal prinrc 1 In itlrntnui ofOu^tn^ u is first 
diurltd to hniu: ahmtl u n ooncdiatioii Intwron his h.otlior^ . and 
th u iHMiil K tonmlisln d, md ilisnidiiio and onh r n. stored, w ha h h uJ 
hctii ui or.lh W‘ d.oiuil hy 1 oiashinj ot intirtsts md aut!iorit\, ho 
h istciu d h\ 't sti ui\ md \\ 1 11 ( om I rii d jd m of opi r it urns, to nrr' h:-^ 
arduous uinhrid.ma to n coinlusion. A most s,m”niinr_\ md dis- 
tvuciiM- tontost inum dutoh, ('iisin d ; and ilu Moghuls i:ruhidl\ 
worKui^: a pas<- igc ihrouoh tin. forlifirations, md sm i osst\ t U hoaiing 
tile Ivli.uiri /nuaiis Irom hnusi> to house, and from street to street, found 
tht*ms(.l\(s at list, aftir i most immoraido and ".dlant r< sist.ini 0. in 
nilire )ioss(. -Mon ol the ruins <»! this ^r( at nulropohs '1 he suriiMiiix 
inli'’hitmts were linn <lri\(n Ido'cuth, ic< ordiiij; to rustnm, to the 
plain witlumlthe wails , ahoul one hiiinlrt il thousand oflhc meehan- 
irs md mannfactiiri r , v ere s( i apart, and the* Muirigi r men, women, 
and children, eondemm d lo si u('r\ , ificr whn h, the remaiiulorol the 
garrison and inhabitanis were < onsiencd, in lots of four and twenlv 
each, to the soldiers of the Moghul arms, for slaugdUer , ami il is said 
that the Motiins thus sarnficcd in cold hlnnd to the demon of \en- 
ge-aiice, e'\eccdcd a hundred thousand human beings In the Ivho- 
hiussnt-ul-,ikhhaur ills posiinelv stated, that the number of the sol- 
diers cmploi, cd III this horrible bulclicrx was one hundred thousand ; 
and that ol the slauglitered, two million lour hundred thousand, w hu h 
surpasses nil belief The capture ol Ourgunie took place some time' 
m the SIX hundred and eighteenth of the lluljerah, and is desenbed 
with ample detail, m Dc la Croix’s histor}'. 

Those, continues our author, who hrac undertaken to be the narra- 
tors of these tristful andsaugumary events, proceed to describe, that 
after he had detached his sons to the conquest of Khaurez m, Jenguez 
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passed the spiing of theyear (618) -on the confines of the territory, if 
notin the vjcinity, of Samarkand; having U in his contemplation to pos- 
sess himself of, and to demolish, the fortress of Termed, at the passage 
of the Jeyhfin, m the thirty-seventh degree of latitude. He removed 
his camp, however, to pass the summer at Nakhsheb, and there coii. 
tinned until about the autumnal quarter , when he finally drew his 
armies towards Termed. Confiding to the strength of their works, 
but more particularly to the waters of the Oxus, by which they were 
surrounded, the inhabitants of this place had determined on an obsti- 
nate defence; and accordingly when the Moghuls approached within 
1 ange of their missiles, the}^ found themselves assailed by vollies ofstones, 
darts, and every species of annoyance. Every effort of superior force, 
skill and activity, became therefore necessary to hasten their subju- 
gation In the short space of ten days, the town was reduced to a heap 
of luins, Its towering ramparts overthrown into the stieam of the 
JeyhCin, and every individual of the inhabitants, without distinction of 
sex, rank, or age, put to the sword. On this occasion itissaid, that 
the Moghul soldiers being about to put one of their female prisoners 
to death, she assured them, that if they spared her life she would put 
them in possession of a pearl of inestimable value , and unhappily ac- 
knowledging that she had swallowed the jewel, these monsters in hu- 
man shape immediately lipped up her belly. The example was in- 
stantly followed throughout the town , every inhabitant living, oi dead, 
being cut up and mutilated in the same manner, in the exjiectation of 
finding some similar deposit. After this important capture, which 
secured him the passage of the Oxus, Jengueiz. withdrew his army to 
the territory of Langucrt and Semaunah, where he passed the winter 
ot six hundred and nineteen, while a division of his troops w^as em- 
ployed in Eadiikhshaun to compel the submission of that country, or 
to co\ cr it V ith desolation in case of resistance. 

In the spring of the year, Jengueiz piocceded by the passage of Ter- 
med, across the Jcy hun, directing his march for Ealkh ; which, accord- 
ing to De la Croix on the authority of Abiilfeda, liesm thirty six de- 
grees iorty one minutes north, in a niost fertile plain four leagues dis- 
tant from the mountains, and eight only from the celebrated rner just 

mentioned, being watered b% the Uchak, a tributary stream n Inch clis- 
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tliar^cs itsoirinto llint ri\cr, at the distance of about twelve leatTiies. 
Hence, it is sometimes said to be situated on a branch of the deyhun, 
or Oxus. At this cAcntful period of its histori’', it is described to 
have been of such extent, ns to contain, either witliin the body of the 
ton n, or the contiguous iillages, not less than twelve hundred iNIa- 
hominedan places of ivorship, and the same number of public baths, 
for the accommodation and recreation oi the inhabitants , and it was 
at the same tune the abode of fifty thousand Seyuds and Shaikhs, pro- 
fessors of the law, and ministers of religion As soon as they were 
assured of the approach of Jengueiz, the magistrates and principal in- 
habitants, bearing the most costly and magnificent presents, hastened 
to meet him, but, Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein ha\ing about this crisis, at 
Gheznem, assembled a respectable force, with which he seemed pre- 
paring for some important object of hostility, botii their present*:, and 
their earh oflers of submission in behalt ot their trembling fellow* ci- 
tizens, availed them nothing. The w hole population ot the tow n, and 
district, were diowned in their ow'ti blood, bv the fury of the inexora- 
ble iSlogluils — “ The noble cit} ” said one of the poets, “ he laid as 
“ smooth as the palm ot his hand — its spacious and lofty structures he 
le\elled in the dust ” 

Ha\ing completed the destruction of Balkh, the tabernacle of the 
true faith (Ivebtah-ul-isslam) as it is sometimes denominated by the 
orientals, Jengueiz, after detaching his youngest son Tuly Ivhaun, to 
extend the circle of desolation and havoc through the noble province of 
Khorassaun, proceeded to form the siege ofTaiilekan , in thirt}'- seven 
degiees twenty five minutes north, between Balkh and Meni, about 
seven davs journey fiom the foimer city, and from Us situation on 
the precipitous mountain of Nukrakbh, the sih er mountain, esteemed 
one ot die strongest places m Asia Here, he experienced from the 
garrison, the most formidable resistance , neither could he accomplish' 
the reduction of it, until the expiiation of the seventh month ot the 
siege , after he had been rejoined by Tuly Khaun from bis tour of deso- 
lation, and by the other divisions of hisarmy which herecalled tohis aid. 
The fortress w as how*ever ultimately carried by assault , and, as might 
hare been expected, every individual it contained put to the sw*ord. 
The Moghul monarch w'as now* on his march towards Gheznem, to 
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A. H. 619-SO. check the designs of Jullaul-ud-dein, which -appear to have given him 
A. D. 1222-23, considerable uneasiness , but his progress was agam suspended b}’’ the 
Hdbeib-us- unexpected and obstinate resistance of the stiong fortress' of Bamian, 
situated on a mountain, at the foot of which is said to run one of the 
branches of the Oxus , in thirty four degrees five minutes north, about 
ten days journey from Bhlkh, and eight from Gheznein. This place, 
after a most determined and sanguinary defence, was however also m 
the end, carried by storm ; and every living creature, both man and 
beast, put to death, in order to gratify the vengeance of tire wife of Oug- 
tay, one of whose sons had fallen during the siege. 

Jeiigueiz now prosecuted his march, without further obstacle to 
Gheznein, and from thence to the banks of the Indus where he de- 
feated Jullaul-ud-dein, m the manner formerly noticed in the abridge- 
ment of the Khaurezmian history. Balasaghfmy or rather Bala NCiyaii, 
oneof hisgenerals, withtwotomauns, was afterwaids detached across the 
Indus ; and that fearful instrument of his vengeance, having carried 
plunder, slaughter, and desolation,, to^ the gates of Multaun andLahour^ 
returned at the proper period to lejoin his sovereign. 

At the period already adverted to, when he had reposed from the 
work of destruction and massacre at Balkh, it will be recollected that 
Thly Khauu was detached by hrs fathei to invade Khorassaun. The 
prince led with him, on this occasion, a division of eight}’- thousand 
horse, here expressly stated to be just one tenth part of the army of 
Jengueiz ; the total of which must therefore haveamounted to eight 
hundred thousand fighting men. Thus foimidably accompanied, Tuly 
first presented himself under the walls of Meru-shahjahaun, in thirty 
-seven degrees forty minutes noith, five leagues below, or to the north- 
ward, ot the city of the same name on the same river, and equally 
di'^tant, that is twelve days journey, from each of the four celebrated 
cities of Keyshapur, Herat, Balkh, and Bokhara. 

The cityofMerii was at this time governed by Shurf-ud-dein iNIh- 
zuffur, ocasionally entitled Mejeir-ul-mhlk , one of the most distin- 
jruished members of the court ot Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian, 
vith a numerous garrison of veteran soldiers, and with abundant means- 

* In September, A D.12ill, according to that account — jt should probably be a jear lalcr. 
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of tkfoncc sub'^klnnoc. Tlui^ prepared, ilic moment llm Moghul 
prime di<^pla\cd his minierou'? legions before the tO'\\ n, Meirir-nl- 

mulh, ut ihc head 0\ his garrison, resolutely snllicd out, and attacked 

the nnaders , ofw horn, m the course of less tlmn half an hour accord- 
ing to some uriters, he cut to pieces to the number ofa thousand men. 
"Nol hss surprised, than esasprralcd at an instance of daring mtrcpi- 
ditv.io which lie had not recentli hton acenstotned, Tulv prepared 
toretahato with equal fur). Mid more fital effect He pul himsellat 
the head of some ot Ills hrascsi troops , and ass,\ilinrr iho garrison in 
the midbl of tin tr iiiiagiiied tnuniph, iiistuul) dro%e them back with 
eipial sl.oiuhVM and eelenis into the g itcs of the town. 

Aecording to otiur authorities, tlu son of .lengiiei/. ha\ ing lain be- 
fore Merii 111 a snic of imu li\U\ tor si\ di\s, on tin smcntli directed 
a gcneial allaok upon tin' gale of the Slu-lin st.nin, or c.Merior w all 
ol the cit\ . from which a sm.ill tmdv of the g.irrisnn had the aiidanty 
los.vlK out upon the ass.ul lilts I'lie\ were, however, repulsed at the. 
fust onset , ilii'ir .idv^rsani's (onliiiuing to press upon their dcienccs 
until iiight-falhaiid ilieiir* stnig upon llimr arms w uhontdraw iiig hack, 
until dav liglit shoiihl eiialih' liieiii to renew their attack. On the 
oudiili da\, M(‘ii ir-nl-imilk coiiceu mg, how e\ or, that resisiaiiec w as 
nolonger availing adopiedthosmUh u rcsohuioiiofsiilunittiiig, and dis- 
patched .) nmmaul-i.d-dvMii, oiu' of the most thscreei and virtiions of 
the uiliahilanis, to implore the mercy of tlie besieger He received, in 
replv, every assuraiiceofs l^M^ and iiulcmiiitv, and hiving provided, m 
specie and V aluahleb. a most snju'rh and costlv present, rcjiaircd with- 
out furtiicr delav to the pavilion ol of the Mogln'il prince He had 
searcelv entered, when he was called upon to furnish vviihont reserve, 
and on ilic spot, a list of the most opulent of the inhalmants , .md hav- 
ing accordingly wrote down the names oi two hundred, the coiniiiissi- 
oners of the spoil proceeded into the town, to exact their property fiotn 
the indiv idu.ds thus distinguished for plunder. The Moghul troops 
w ere tliciienaploycil lor four da) s succcssiv cly,in expelling the wretched 
inhabitants Irom the city, and when tli it w .is accomphshed, and about 
foul hundred artificcis, and a low bovs and girls, had been set apart 
lor otliei ])ui poses, the residue, both male .md Icmale, old and voune-, 
were distributed in lots ot tluec and loui hundred eai li, to the merciless 
soldierv , hv whom, it is iiicrcdddc to iclate, they were all butchered 
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A. H. 019-20. with unpitying, and unrelenting cruelty. ^ On this occasion we are 
A. D 1222-23. further apprized, that a certain SeyudEzz-ud-dein, anative of Nissa, 
Habeib-us- employed. With several assistants, for the space of thirteen days, 
from morning till night, to take an account of the slain at Merti ; and 
that, of those who belonged to the body of the city alone, exclusive of 
the adjoining villages, the number of those who perished, amounted 
toathousand thousand, and three hundred thousand, and a fraction. 

Having satiated their thirst for blood in the massacre of the inhabi- 
tants, the Moghhls pioceeded to demolish the buildings of Meru , and 
when that was effected, Tuly IChaun consigned the governmentof the 
melancholy rums, with authority to preside ovei such as might yet 
venture to appear in any quarter, to-a certain Zeia-ud-dein xHly, wlio 
had been excepted from the general slaughter of his countrymen, from 
a consideration of his secluded habits, and retirement from the world , a 
IMogliulofthenameofBaiinaussbeingbon ever nominated tosuperin tend 
the revenue of the depopulated waste. Tuly then took his departure 
forNeyshapdr ; and theremnant who had escaped the carnage gradually 
issuing from the raiines, and caverns in the eaith, into which they 
had conveyed themselves, had restored to the town a considerable 
population , when a band of the savage baibarians, who had by some 
means or other remained in theiear of the Moghul army, unexpectedly 
entered the place, and, deteimined not to forego their share of human 
butchery, required that every inhabitant should repair to the plain 
- without the city, with each as much gram as he could cairy m the skirt 
of his vest, for the supply of the detachment. By this cruel device, a 
further proportion of theinhabitants was deemed to perish by the swords 
of these atrocious exterminators. A little afterwards, an officer of the 
maraeof Yauness, who had separated from the division of JubbaliNuy- 
an, and who appears to have retained some vestige of the feelings of 
humanity, arrived among the rums of Merit , and exerted himselt m 
some degree, to heal the wounds, which were yet bleeding from the 
barbarity ofhis countrymen. In the mean time, Zeia-ud-dein had been 
drawn towards Serkhess, by the disturbances which had been excited 
m that quaitei, under Pehlewaun Abu Bukker Diwmunah ; and Bar- 
mauss had also quitted the town, on his way to Bokhara , when, unhap- 
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A. ,H. 619-20. gueiz, with ten thousand horse, in the direction ofKeyshapvir, situ- 

A. D 1222-23 thirty seven degrees of latitude, and about twelve leagues from 

Habeib-us- Mejeir-ul-rnhlk Kliowa.ufy, and Zeia-ul-mul}c Zouzeny, two 

nobles of the court of SCiltan Mahommed the Khaurezmian, and most 
eminent among the natives of Khorassaun, presided in the town ; and 
were both equally impelled by their cop^dence in a numerous and ' 
resolute garrison, and in the resources of ever}’- kind with which the 
place was abundantly, supplied, to, defend it to the last extremity. 
Thus animated, m spite of tl^e previous appalling examples, they 
proceeded to plant, and arrange? the various warlike machines on the 
towers and ramparts, in order to repel the assaults of the enemy* Of 
this an opportunity rvas not long wanting. Toghatchaur laid siege to 
tliecity ; but being killed by an arrow on the third day ol the attack, the ^ 
Moghul troops abandoned the undertaking, immediately on the death 
of their general ; and separating into two distinct divisions, the one 
directed their course for Subbuzwaur, where they massacred seventy 
thousand of the Mussulman inhabitants, and the other forTfisse, vhich 
became the scene of similar enormities. 

Tdly Khaun being, however, at leisure from the desolation of Meru, 
wasno sooner apprized of the death of Toghatchaur, than he determined 
on employing the force at his disposal in the reduction ofNe3'^shapur, 
and he immediately commenced his march in that direction, detaching 
a division of his aimy on -before, in chaigeof the catapultee and imple- 
ments^of siege, while he followed with the mam bod}’^ , every indivi- 
dual of which, because thepountr}'’ in the vicinitv of Ne^'shapfir was 
composed of solid rock, he diiected for seveial stages, to carry with 
“him a quantity of stones, for the supply of the Avarhke machines. 
Hence, when the Mogh Oils in taking up then , stations before the walls, 
deposited their burdens m enormous piles, in the view of the inhabi- 
tants, Mejeir-ul-mulk and his garrison, nere not at a loss to discover 
that they were now to contend withamoie formidable description of 
men, than those w^hom thej’- had recentl^'^ repulsed, and, that they were 
not likely to get rid of them so speedily. The contemplation of such 
a spectacle seems, at the saine time, at once to have dissipated the 
generous resolution of resistance, smee it'was immediately determined 
under the impression of terror produced, by it, to dispatch theKauzy 



of tlic province, to the presence of Tuh Kimnn, in order to intercede A. 

for incrcv in boiiaU of tiic unhappy Ncxsli ipiirians. The islojjhul 

prince \Nas, ho\\c\cr, inc\orahly deaf to llieir supplications, detaining 
thcKaur\ a. prisoner in his camp. On^^ ednesdas thct\\o!fih of Snf- 
fnr, (A. II (US)*' in the morning, hostilities commenced on both sides, 

^\ ith equal fury and animosity, and continued nilhout intermission 
until the yrlda^ iollonme. ToN\.\rds the close of that day, the hc- 
sicgcr^^ had sviccocded in filling the ditch in several places , and.com- 
jdcting tlicir passage across to the Khaul,roi7, or faiissc brav, from 
thence odected a broach in the principal rampart. On Saturday 
iiieht, the w alls s\\ annorl w iih the oneinv , and the next dav, pouring 
n ith unilcil force, into the dev oted t it\ . the Moelihls proceeded to the 
usvirtl work of piUa^^o and blood 'fhe garrison continued to defend 
themselves to the last, from the porticos and ]inn( ipal buildings. 
^Icieir-ul-mhlk the gov crnor.w hen resistance appeared to be no lomrer 
avaihng, attempted to conceal himself, eitlicnn the gallery ol a mine, 
or in some excavation of the earth ; but, btiiv.: soon discovered and 
dragged to light, and making use of harsh and intemperate langinge 
to his captors, he was dispatched hy the most cruel and painful death 
that the spirit of vengeance could devise 
llesistance bcingat anend. and the Moghulsontiremastorsof the ritv, 
tlie inhabitants, both malcandlemalo,v\ crcdnvcnaccordingto custom to 
the plain vv ithout then alls , and there, with thce.xceptionol.ihout forty 
mechanics, ami most uigemons manufacturers, who were exempted 
from the slaughter, perished the w hole of them by iiuhscriiuinatc but- 
chervx Ihe daughterofJenguoiz, and widow oi Togliatch uir (hence 
the title of Gurekan, son m law ,) then entered the tow n , and to avenge 
tlie death ot her luishand, lelt not the vestige of a living creature m 
tlie plctce It w as now' laid under water forsev cn dav s ; and the foun- 
dations of every budding thus sapped, the whole citv was fiuallv' le- 
velled withthcearth,andthesitosownwith barley, A w ork entitled the 
iheliistorv of Ivhorassaun, is here cited to iinoim us, that it occupied 
twelve davs to number the bodies of those who perished at Ne3’sha- 
pur, and it is alhiined, that exclusive ot women and children, they 

' Tiflh of Apnl, D. 1221. 
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A H Gin-20 amounted to the horrible total of one million seven bundled and forty 
A. D 1222.2? seven thousand. Tuly Khaun now returned to carry his designs against 
Habeil) us- j-jei-aut into execution, leaMng a detachment of his troops to destroy 
the wretched remnant, that might yet have escaped the frightful mas- 
sacre just recorded. And, should the number of those, who, on this 
and other occasions, fell a sacrifice to the indiscriminate' vensrearice of 
the Moghuls, appear to surpass the bounds ofcredibility, we have unfor- 
tunately to add, what is but too probable, that the whole population 
of the surrounding country might have crouded within the Avails of 
ihe principal cities, for protection against the exteiminating fury of 
their invaders , and thus served to accumulate an hundred-told the sad 
list of victims immolated by the sAvord of the destroyer. 

HaAing acquitted himself as above, in the entire desolation of Ney- 
shapur, Tilly disclosed the design of proceeding next against the cele- 
brated metropolis of Hen'lt, the supposed Ana oftheGieoian histori- 
ans, situated in thirty four degrees thirty minutes north, ^ and tAAO 
leagues from a mountain still distinguished as the resort of Magia'n 
superstition. In the requisite senes of marches he arrived accordingly, 
an*! pitched his c.imp among the delicious laAvns, and gioves ofMes* 
hertu From thence he dispatchedan agent, of the nameofZenbfir, to 
the magistrates of this splendid city, to require that the governor, the 
'KauzA, the Khatcib, or public orator, and all the most distinguished 
inhabitants should repair to meet his standard , “ in order that under 
“ the shadoAA of ///<> protection, Avho was the most pouerful of earthl}’’ 
‘‘ moiiarchs, thev mia;ht screen tliemselvcafrom the effects of that awful 
” A isitation AA Inch had SAAcpt off so many myriads of their unhappy fel- 
loAA subjects.” Melek Slnims-ud-dein the Jiirjanian, AAUtha garrison 
not farshort of one hundred thousand strong, had by tins time assumed the 
goAciiiment of the place, on the part of Sultan Jiillaul-ud-dein ; and 
rtceiA nig the mc^'Sage AAitli a liurst of indignation, proceeded, AAith a 
A lolencc equally uiiAA anantable and unavailing, to' put the agent to 
death , jiroclaiming aloud, that he trusted the sun AAOuld ne\erriscon 
thttdaA, on AA Inch he should be compelled to submit to the impious 
and tlttesled berhariaiis. 

* I' n I* it jiiitn.' to rci'urk, tli.it the ‘■I'uation of place, n, througlioiit, taken from Dc 
1.1 Cio \ 1 1. tor}. 
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. When the report of this frantic and useless piece of barbarity, was 
circulated in the camp of the Moghhls, jt produced an universal buzz 
of rage and resentment , and they obeyed, with the eagerness of blood 
hounds, the commands of their general to surround the city M^lek 
Shums-ud-dein stood most gallantly to his defence , and, for the space 
of seven days, and to then heavy and mutual loss, the most extraordi- 
nary proofs of mtiepidity were exhibited on both sides , no less than 
-seventeen hundred Moghuls of distinguished rank falling in the early 
days of the siege. But, on the eighth day, exposing himself at the head 
of his troops with more than his usual forwardness to repel the attacks 
of the besiegeis, Shums-ud-dein was transfixed by an arrow, and ex- 
pired in the heat of the conflict.^ This fatal misfortune was succeeded 
by one still more fatal, in the dissensions which immediately broke out 
in the city, theadherentspt Jullaiil-ud-dein, and theiramediatedepen- 
dants of the Jurjanian declaring their resolution not to cease fiom hos- 
tilities while a spark of life continued to animate their bodies, and the 
Kauzies, the lawyers, and others the most distinguished and opulent 
inhabitants, evincing on their part, a disposition to capitulate. 

The salubrity and mildness of the climate, the beauty of the gardens 
andsurrounding scenery, and the delightful fragrance shed on every side 
by the multiplied variety of odoriferous shrubs and flowers, had, in the 
mean time, softened even the austere and rigid nature of the son of Jen- 
gueiz , and he conceived a repugnance to involve this superb, and fa- 
voritecity, in the destruction which had visited the restotKhorassaun. 
On that day, therefore, on which he discovered in the inhabitants a 
disposition to tieat, he approached, with two hundred horse, to the 
edge of the ditch, near the gate of Feyrouzabad , and taking offhis hel- 
met, announced aloud to the people on the works, that the person who 
spoke to them was Tuly Khaun,^ the spn of the king of kings , that if 
they were willing to accept of terms by which they might secure their 
iives, they n ould immediately cease from hostilities, and submit to his 
authority, and that, on engaging to be responsible to his agents, for thei 
payment of one half only of the revenues ivhich they had furnished to 
the officers of the king of l^haurezm, he would be their pledge for 
the clemency andgenerosity of his august parent. He confirmed the 
promises by the most solemn oaths, adding, that if they threw open their 
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A. H. G19-20. gates without further resistance, they should experience from him, in 
A. D 1222-23 every respect, the most just and benevolent treatment. After witness - 
Hdbeil^us- jjjg fpojn t}je hps of the prince himself, alanguage so singularly" moderate 
and unexpected, the citizens immediately ceased hostilities, and aban- 
doned all idea of further resistance ; and, among the first who presented 
themselves before the Moghul, with assurances of submission, was the 
provost of the weavers, at the head of one hundred of the trade, each 
bearing nine pieces of manufacture of the most beautiful fabric, and 
costly materials. After which, the principal inhabitants m their several 
classes, also came out of the town, and were treated with a condescen- 
sion and humanity, perhaps beyond their hopes. The mercy of Tiily 
Khaun was however withheld from twelve thousand of those more 
immediately' attached to the service of the prince of Khaurezm, 
whom he caused tobe put to death ; this ended, the inhabitants were 
exposed to no further molestation. The government of the city' was 
conferred upon Melek AbuBukker, aMoghul officer of the name of Men- 
gatay being appointed imperial commissioner, all which being satis- 
factorily arranged, the prince no longer delaved to join his father, who 
was still engaged in the arduous siege of Tauiekan, of which we have 
already" spoken. 

The reader of these pages, if haply they" should ever fall into the per- 
usal of any, may here perhaps congratulate himself on the exemption 
of this admired and splendid citv, from,the, cruel desolation which had 
laid Its neighhours in the dust. Alas ' his horrors will experience but 
a short suspension. It was destined that Herat should share the fate 
of It’s Mster cities to the utmost circumstance — should swallow the 
• bitter drau2:ht of affliction to the \ery dregs. 

Melek Abu Bukker, and his coliegue iSIenoatay, had exerted them- 
selves vith considerable zeal in promoting the welfiure and repose of 
the people entrusted to their care; and the inhabitants had engaged 
mth extraordinary" confidence in re-edify'ing the buddings nhich had 
been injured during the late siege, and in resuming the culture of 
their lands : but a circumstance was about to occur, which drew upon 
them in itsdiresLhorrors,the common lot of Kborassaun. On this head 
the author has presented us v, itli tu o relations, in some points maten- 
alh dilierent from each other. The first, and that to which the author 
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oftheTeym-Cirian Ziiffurnamali has given the preference, is thefollowing. 
M^lek Abh Bukker, and Mengatay bad continued to exercise their au- 
thority but for afew da} Si or for some comparatively short period, when 
rumours of unexpected victories, gained by Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein the 
Khaurezmian, obtained circulation m Khorassaun. Hence, it was 
rashly concluded by men of narrow comprehensions, that no longer 
able to contend in the field of battle with his enterprising antagonist, 
Jeno-ueiz would withdraw into the Tartarian solitudes, with the same 
expedition and rapidity as he had emerged from them. In consequence 
of such rash and absurd misconceptions, the Moghfil governors and 
ao-ents in every part of the province, were indiscriminately devoted 
to destruction , and it was under the influence of the prevailing mania 
that, notnithstanding the benevolence of their administration, the 
magistrates set over them by Tiily Khaun were put to the sword by the 
people of Herat 

But, the account to nliicli, by the adoption of it into his laborious 
n oik of the Rouz ut-us-suflh, the i^enerated father of our author is said 
to haie given the stamp ot truth, he submits to Ins leader in the sub- 
joined particulars During the period in which Tuly Khaun was em- 
ployed in carrjing pillage and slaughter through Khorassaun, the 
Moghuls M eie frustrated in every attempt to make themselves mastere 
of the fortress of Kaliouss, subsequent!}' known by the name of Neir- 
ahth , and afterwards, nhen the departure of that prince to rejoin his 
father had been ascertained, a report being conveyed* to-tlie garrison of 
the same fortress that the people ot Herat had pledged themselves to their 
newmasters for the reduction of the place,and that they were busily en- 
gaged in preparations for the siege of it, the jealousy of the Kaboussians 
became alarmed, and it was resolved, inthecaurse oftbeirdehberations, 
that somefievice should be immediately put in practice to create, be- 
tween the hloghuls and the men of HerM,-such a subject of animosity 
as It might be difficult, if not impossible, to reconcile, or appease. For 
this purpose, they fixed upon a man -whose uame-, or perhaps the ad- 
junct to It, was SMieb,. remarkable for his daring and intrepid spirit, 
vhom, vitheighty desperados ofasimilartextureof mind, they directeji 
to proceed to Herat, ivhere, by whatever means they found practica- 
ble, the} vere to dispatch both M^lek Abu Bukker,\nd his collegue 
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A. H. 619-20. Mengatay. Having accordingly obtained admission into’the city, uh^et 

A. D 1222-23 disguise of merchants, the assassin and his accomplices, in order 
Ilabeib us- carry on the deception, amused themselves for some time in travers- 
ing the streets and squares, in the pursuits of their pretended avocation , 
■until one day, that Abu Bukker and Mengatay were iiding without 
suspicion of evil at the foot of the rampart, or fortifications of the town, 
they availed themselves of theopportunity, and put them both to death 
with their knives and daggers. In conformity with the proveib, “the 
‘^wish IS cause sufficient,” the whole city immediately flew to aims, 
and put to the swoid without exception all who had been attached to 
the murdered magistrates, afterwhich they proceeded to vestthego\ern- 
ment in M61ek Mhbaurez-ud-dein Siibbuzwaury, and an Arab chief 
of the name of Abdurraihman. ^ 

'When Jengueiz became informed of this sudden act of violence, on 
the part of the people of Heiht, his indignation maybebetter imagined 
than described , he discharged however, the first effusions of it upon his 
son, whom he bitterly reproached as the ongin of the mischief, by his 
misplaced lenity, in diverting fiom fhe inhabitants of that turbulent 
-city, the vengeance to which he had destined them. Eiltchigaday, or 
Eiltchikd^i NCiyan, with a fresh body of eighty thousand horse, was 
then ordered to repair the error ; with -express and positive injunction, 
when he should have reduced the devoted town, not to spare the life 
of a single human being. Eiltchigaday marched accordingly and en- 
camping at a convenient distance on one side of the place, allowed to 
'Ills so^ldiers the interval of a month, to prepare their materials for the 
£iege. In the mean time, he was further joined by reinforcements from 
•different quarters, to the number of fifty thousand men. Neither were 
Mubaurez-ud-dein and his associate, on their part, less attentive in 
their preparations to r^el the formidable attack whicli menaced them ; 
exactmff from the inhabitants, from the highest to the lowest, a so- 
lemn engagement, to decline no sacrifice, to omit no exertion, in the 
-defence of all that could make existence valuable , but of all things 
to bewareofthat fatal disunion which, on the recent occasion, had pro- 
duced the surrender of then independence. 

At the expiration of the stated period of a month, Eiltchigaday pro- 
ceeded to assign to his officers their lespective stations opposite to the 
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principal gates of iTerJit, posting at tlie same time on eacli face of the 
town a powerful division of thirty thousand men , threatening the se- 
verest punishments to those who failed in the discharge of their duty , 
and holding out the noblest and most liberal encouragements to those 
who bravely and honorably acquitted themselves. The attack of the 
city M as immediately commenced on four separate points. 

Tor SIX months and seven days, to which the siege was now pro- 
tracted, and during which, both the attack and defence were supported 
with infinite valour, and mutual slaughter, but little progress appears. 
tohn\ e beenmadeton ards the reductionof the town ; until sometimein 
the latter Jummaudy of the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjer- 
ah,*‘ when, the Moghul general having carried on his assaults without 
intermission for several days successively, although nith the loss on 
each occasion of five thousand of his bravest troops, the revetement 
of the rampart began to be perforated m several places by the repeated 
impetus of the warlike machines , and the mines nhich the besiegers 
earned on under cover of their tents']* nere now approaching the foun:- 
dations of the principal ton ers. In these circumstances, a part of the 
wall to the extent of fifty cubits suddenly gave way, and overwelm- 
ing- one of the tents in which the iSIoghuls rvere at work, four of 
their most distinguibhed officers perished under the rums Three da>s 
afterwards, the garrison, reduced to the verge of despair, bv the scarcity 
if not the total tailure of the means of subsistance, became evidently 
languid in their exertions ^ and of this, on one of the Enda3's of the 
month just mentioned, m the morning, Eiltchigaday immediatelv avail- 
ed himselt, to stoim and take possession of the tower, called theBfir]^- 
e-khauk-ber-serr, subsequently designated the “lower of ashes and 
from thence pouring suoid in hand into the unhappy citj^, his sol- 
diers proceededu ith more than their oidinarj' ferocity to massacre the 
whole of the inhabitants, uithout the exception of male oi female 
oldor youu^ , neither, for the space of seven da^'s and as many nights* 
■were the infuriated barbarians engaged in other employment than, 
that of pillage and slaughter, and conflagration and ruin .-during which' 

JuhjA. D 1222 . 
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A. H. 619-20. they are said to have immolated to the number of one million six hun^ 
A D 1222-23 thousand persons, and upwards. 

lidbcib-us- Ilavingaccomplished hisbloodyerfand,EiltcliigadayN6yan withdrew 
^ to the territory of Heratroud , but, lest a vestige should remain alive of 

the miserable inhabitants of the late flourishing metiopohs, he dis- 
patched, on his arrival at the town of Oubah, a body of two thousand 
Moghuls back again, with orders to hasten to join the spirits of their 
slaughtered fellow citizens, such of the melancholy remnant as might 
have ventured to creep'from concealment. Theseiemorseless barbarians 
letuined accordingly, and to the fearful list of slaughter-, added that of 
three thousand peisonsmore-,whohadunhappilyie-assembled among the 
rums of their country Toclose this mournful detail, the historian pro- 
ceeds to relate, that, of the whole population of Herat, not more than six- 
teen individuals suivived, by concealing themselves eithermthedrains, 
oi channels, in the dome of the principal mosque, one of whom was 
MowlanaShuif-ud-dein, theKhateiborpubhcorator,orpreacher, of the 
village of Jeghartaun ; and that when the Moghuls had finally quitted 
this scene of devastation and blood, one of the sixteen issued from the 
mosque, and seated himself before the slab .of what had been a confec- 
tioner'*s shop , where, after looking for some time wistfullyround him^ 
and perceiving no human beingbut himself, heat last ventured to exclaim 
aloud, “ heaven be praised a man may be permitted once more to 
“bieath in safety after this, they were graduallyjoiiied by four and 
twenty other persons, from different places m the adjoining tr-nitory , 
and for the period of fifteen years, exclusive of these forty individuals, 
not a human being was to be found m the whole extent of tins once 
magnificent city and its dependencies. The foiloin remnant took 
up Its abode beside the puncipal mosque and college of Sultan Ghey- 
aiith-ud-dein the Ghourian, nhere thej^ subsisted foi some time, it is 
said, on the dried flesh of the carcases of the slam , until, by exploring 
the granaries and stables, and collecting, gram by gram, a few measures 
of n heat and barley, they^ proceeded by such means as they could devise, 
to cultivate a small piece of giound for its reception, and secured a 
'scant\ crop for their first ban cst. T hey elected the abo\ c-mentioned 
Shurf-ud-dom. to preside over their infani community , and they con- 
iinued to exist, under various difficulties and discouragements, until 
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t^e period at which, on succeeding to his father’s power, Ougtay KJian A. H. 620:21. 
determined to restore then beloved city ; and for that purpose dis- A D ^^2^24. 
patched from his court, accompanied by other lespectable persons, Habab-us- 
Ezz-ud-dem Mukuddum, with instructions toiebuild and repeople the 
long neglected ruins of Heilit. 

Jengueiz, either by himself or his generals, had thus satiated his 
vcno-eance, in the manner which we liavebriefly attempted to describe, 
andin the entire subversion of every thing that constituted the strength 
and glory of the Persian empire, when he conceived it expedient to 
deliberate with Kilratchaur and others liis ministers and principal ge- 
nerals, on his future proceedings. To the majority it appeared advisa- 
ble, that his son Tcheghatlu should be immediately detached to the bor- 
ders of ISIekraun, in order to lay waste and destroy the approaches fiom 
lliiidustaun through that province , while piince Ougtai should be 
employed with a similar object, to over-run the whole territory to the 
Indus Thus, in the event that Sultan J ullaul-ud-dein should attempt 
to return m either direction, he might find himself entirely destitute 
of the means of subsistence for his army The mandates of Jengueiz 
weie issued in conformity with this plan of operations , and the two 
piinces, each with a powerful division of troops, hastened to carry it 
into execution In the spiingofthe year (620), the Moghbl monarch 
finally lesolved on returning to his native dominions , and taking the 
same road by which he had entered the province ofGheznein, that of 
Tokliarestaun, he proceeded to Baklaun or Bakalaun, in the same 
teiritory, where he passed the summer In the commencement of au- 
tumn, he reciossed the Jeyhun and marched to Samarkand, wherelie re- 
mained duiingthe wintei, or cold season of 620-21. 

The piinccs Tcheghat^ii and Ougtai proceeded, on the other hand, 

to complete the designs of then father’s vindictive policj’-jUith their usual 

piomptilude and precision , and having carried pillage, and massacre, 
and desolation, through the greater part of the countries exposed to 
their fury, and destioyed among other places, in particular, the citj^of 
Gliczncin. they returned, at the termination of tins predatory sweep 
b\ separate routes into Transoxiaiia, and went into winter-quarters at 
Bokhara The short relaxation n Inch they now enjoyed from the 
fatigues of war was desoted to the field sports of haw kmg and hunting; 
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A H. r>2i-24 and tliey are said, on this occasion, to have famished their father at 
A. D 12M-J7- Samarkand, nith a iveekly supply of fifty ass-loads of game. 

, iiabLib-us- At the conclusion of the cold season, and the opening of the beaiitie? 

of spring,^Jengueiz took his final departure for the country of the I\Io- 
ghiils ; giving direction that the captive dowager, Turkan Khatun the 
mother ofSftltan Mahommed the Khaurezmian, -with the wives and 

I 

■women of that once poAverful monarch, should be conducted, in cruel 
triumph, at the head of his columns of march, while the misfortunesand 
ruin of her house n ere proclaimed, with every circumstance of humi- 
liation, through the countries so recently subject to herauthority On 
the banks of the Seyhun, both Tcheghat^i and Ougt{ii rejoined the 
camp of their lather, which, after passing that river, was subsequently 
removed to the plains of Baklanyauzj^ in the neighborhood, as it would 
appear from De la Croix, of Tonkaut, or Finaiiket 

In consequence of the jealousies which subsisted between him and, 
his brother, Jujj’", or Tchutchy Khaun, after the reduction of Khaure/ni, 
had inarched with his division into Keptchauk Tartaiy, eastward ot 
the Volga. From thence he was now summoned, to completeon liis 
side, the arc of the grand ciicular hunt, (Jerkah)-f wdiich Ins father and 
brothers, with the main body of the aiiny, were gradually proceeding 
to carry on from thebanks of the Scj him. At t]ie station of Oiikaeii, 
A\liercthc different points, or extremities, of the enormous ciicle lie- 
came united, Jenguei/ fust advanced to the slaughter of the infinite 
varict\ of wild animals wdiich had been driven together towaids the 
(ontre , and ha\ing killed with his own hands a heap of deci and aii- 
ltloj’'e. and in short ot cverj species of game, until he became weary of 
the saiigmnnr\ amusement, he consigned the remainder to the disposal 
of the shahz.ulahs of the imperial f.imily, and of the other gencrab 
hen the whole bceamc abo satiated with this species of slaughti rj 
the aniiiiab that sur\i\ed were liberated to their native solitudes, va- 
ni.o-ki d aerording to the l.incy o' the lihcratois 
At the ti -minalion of the imnenal hunt, dujy Ivhaun, who had la- 
boured lor ‘:oin( time under displt-asuie, wa^ restored to his father’s 
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presence,' whose hands, submissively kneeling, he was permitted to 
kiss. Among the vast and splendid display of presents, nhich lie of- 
fered on tins occasion to the acceptance ot Ins father, was a lot ofone 
hundred thousand valuable horses, of winch tn enty thousand were 
nil of one colour, grey — (Ivhink). 

Jengtieiz passed the summer season"^ (b2l) at the same station of 
Oukaeir.yhaMug there convoked an extraordinary Kunltai, or general 
diet of the states of his immense dominions ; at nlnch the only tians- 
action noticed by our author, is the punishment of some Eyghurian 
chiefs. And in the month ol Zilhud|e, the last of the six hundred and 
tnent> first year of the Ilidierah.J after an absence of about six years, 
this mighty monarch returned to his imperial residence of Karakorum. 

Pie nas liowe\er suflered to enioy but a very short repose from the 
fatigues of this memorable expedition'. During the seventy of 
the same winter, reports successively came in, of the disaffection and 
rebellious designs ot Sheiderku or perhaps Sheidazku,thepnnceofTan- 
gueit. or Neiket, otherwise called also Kashein, north-west of the 
Chinese frontier, and ofliisactuity in assembling vast bodiesof troops 
tor purposes manifestly hostile. Jcngueiz did not licstitate a moment 
to forsake the tosln ities of his capital, and to proceed at the head of 
Ills troops to anticipate the designs of his adversary ; who advanced, 
on his part to oppose him, with an army of not less than five hundred 
thousand fighting men Ofthe dreadful battle, which, at asubsequent 
period, terminated this war, the author furnishes no other description, 
than that, through the operation of that eternal destiny which in all 
things sustained thegrandeur of Jengueiz, the Tangutian was defeated, 
ith the loss of the greater part of his armv , that among the Aloghflls 
there prevails a ludicrous pei = iiasion, that for eveiy hundred thousand 
killed in battle, one ot the slam will be found standingon liis head re- 
A ersed , and that on this occasion three of those who perished on the 
side of Sheiderku, ^^ere found in that position. Hence it is inferred 
that the number ot those who fell, on the part of the vanquished mon- 
arch amounted to three hundred thousand Aftei this dieadful and 

* Jul), Augubt,122‘l 
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A H. 622-24. sangamaiy discomfiture, Sheiderku retired to tlie fortress of Artak!a> 
A D 1225-27. perhaps Arbaka, among the mountains bordering his country to the 
Habeib us- -westward, between it and the territory of the Eyghurs ; while Jen^ 
gueiz proceeded without interruption, to extend his destructive ravages 
to the whole of the country' of Kastiein. now abandoned to his mere}"* 
When he had glutted his troops with’ pillage and slaughter, on the 
dominions of his adversary, Jengueiz drew them westwards, in the 
direction of Jurjah (Jfirje) and Tengnaush. The prince of the for- 
mer country hastened, however, to avert the approaching storm, by 
early assurances of submission, and by a dispatch-of presents suitable 
to the grandeur and power of his formidable assailant. Among the 
articles which composed this splendid'offering to disarm a tyrant of 
his vengeance, is said to have been a tray of pearls, of the-finest uater 
and beaut}^ , which Jengueiz directed to be distributed on the spot, to 
such of his soldiers as had their ears perforated for the reception of such 
a jewel; and it is further stated, that while the imperial attendants 
vere carrying into execution. the orders of their sovereign, several of 
tlie Moghuls, whose ears had not previousl}' undergone the neces- 
sary operation, proceeded v ithout ceremony to bore and mangle them 
■'Mtli their knives and packing needles, in older to possess themselves 
of these precious oniaments A circumstance which is possibly des- 
ciibed to. attest, at the same time, the brutality and avarice of these 
ferocious tribes There vas, hovever, such abundance of the article, 
that a piodigious surplus undisposed of, still remained, among the trea- 
sures ot JenzueiZv 

The agents of Sheiderku, or SlieidCzku, hastened in'the mean time 
from xVrtakia, with proposals from their master to submit himself to- 
the mercy of Jengueiz, and even to appear in person in his camp, 
at the expiration of one month provided the iSIoghul monarch non Id 

solemnly engmre to spare his life. To thisengagement, Jengueizdid not 

M:ruple to pledge his faith, at the moment that he harboured the 
most deliberate design to violate it, m henever the credulous prince 
should put himself indns poner. But, the health and strength ofth’s 
"reat and ferocious conqueror were now rapidly declining ; and he per- 
cen cd that the period v as fast approaching, in which all the vicv.s-of 
earthh grandeur and ambition, must finally terminate. 
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At this solemn cri<^is, he called together around him his sons, and 
hiothcrs. and the other princes of his blood, at the head ot ^Yhom ap- 
peared hissagc and faithful counsclioi Karatchani Having dispatched 
some piehniinary admonitions, in nhicli aho^c all things, lie strenu- 
ousU recommended a spii It of harmony among themselves, ns the firm- 
est basis on n Inch to prcser\ c unbroken the glorious inheritance m Inch 

hen as about tolcai e_thcm. he addrc‘=scd IniiisCllexclusii cl\ to Ins three 

EOti'^, Tchcghatai, Ougtai, and Tuly Khaun, all ol whom were present, 
and demanded, in the event they conccncd such a designation advi- 
‘:able. MhoiTi ni llioir opinion thei thought he should nominate to suc- 
ceed him ^ the ro\ al hiotlicr-; at once declared, that by inclination and 
dut\, tliev were equally di'^posed to submit to any airangomcnt, that 
nndit accord i\iih their fatbor's soiereign pleasure .lenguciz therr 
pronounced, that to the bulk ot bis dominion"?, and to the throne of the 
Kliauni, he i osted the succession, w ilhout alternative, in his third son 
Ougtai , and causin'; an instrument to that ciTcct to be drawn up on 
the spot, he unmcdiatcly required that his othci sons, and his brother^, 
should afiiv their signatures to it, engaging thcniseh o*?, under every 
contingency , and w iih unlailino: zeal, to be obedient to the autlioiity ofi 
that prince The territory of Turkestaun westward, w ith I\law ur-un- 
neher or Transoxiana, he at the same time allotted to Tcheghatai* 
Then calling lor the covenant between Kabal Ivliaun and ICatchuly 
Baliauder, attested underthe great scalolToumnali Iviiaun. bedclivered 
It into the hands oi Tcheghatai ; w ith a ‘?olcnin charge, that m confor- 
mity w Ith the stipulations ot that \ encrated enga'yement, he should lu 
nil thnags govern lumseli by the counsels of Ivaratchaur Nun an, Nvhom 
he admonished him to consider, in every respeer, his associate m nn ealth 
and poNNer, and to nn hose giiidanceand discretion he now fijudJv con- 
signed him To allthis, Tcheghatai pledged himself faith tally to con form. 

This important airangement dispatched,. Jengueiz finally required 
that his death, whenever that av, tul consummation which he daily 
looked for should have taken place, might as long as possible be kept 
a secret, and, as it he were desirous to tlie last that his glories should 
he steeped m blood but ostensibly that his children might succeed to 
their inheritance, unclisturbedbN external hostility', Iiecommanded that 
when Sheiderku,rely ingon theiaith ot the recent treaty, should q^iut 
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A. H. 02-^ the safeguard of liis aqylum in the mpuiilainp, and appear in the 
A. D 1227 camp of the hloghhls, he should be instantly put to the sword, toge- 
Habeib-us ^hei With the Avhole of his folloneis. Shortly afterwards he expired 5 
but It would be diflicult to coincide with our author and his muse, 
in the remaik “that the eyes of this tremendous conqueror were no 
“ sooner closed, than it might be foigotten that he was ever born,” al- 
though few will be disposed to question, that there were millions nlio 
lamented that he ever saw the Imlit. 

O 

The diSbolution of this fearful instiument of the vengeance of an 
offended God, is said to have taken place on the fouith day of the 
month of Rainzaun, ofthesix hundred and twent}’- fourth of the Ilid- 
jerali'^^ corresponding with the Tenguzeil, 01 year of the mouse , if that 
be the fiist of the twelve-year cycle of the Mogliul kalcndar, exhibited 
in De la Croix’s history, remaikable foi being also the 3"ear ofhis birth, 
and of his accession to soveicign power. He had neaily attained to 
the seventy fifth Lunar ycai of his age , having lived exactly seventy 
two Solar years, six months and two and tw'enty da}s, and held the 
universal sovereignty of the Tartar nations, for a peiiod of five and 
twenty Lunar years. 

Of wives and concubines he his represented to have entei tamed up- 
wards of five hundred , of wdiom tlie pie-eininence is assigned to thefol- 
iowingfive princesses m particular 1. Bui tab, orPuitah Koiitchm, the 
daughter of Zei NCiyan, chief of the Konkoraut, 01 Congorat nation. 
2. Kenjfi, or Kebkhfi Khatfin, the daughter of Allan, or Altun Khauii, 
of Khatai. 3. Goury, or Gouzi Sfirun, the daughtei of Tayang Khaun. 

4 . Beysfiloun, peihaps Ouisoulougine, the daughter of Oung Khaun. 

5 . Tchanku,or Janku Kfiloun(Koulan Khatii n of De la Croix) the daugh- 
ter of Tairasun (a Moghul, Khaun 01 chief of the Meikeite) Ot these 
five illustrious ladies, the precedence is again allotted to Buitah Kou- 
tchin, who bore to her august consoit, four sons and five daughteis 
The male children to Jengueiz aie, however, on the authority o' the 
pi elimmary discourse to theTeymfirian ZuflTui-namah, lepreseiited as 
nine in number in the w hole , of wdiom the four sons of Burtah Kou- 

- tchin, have obtained a very distinguished place in the history or na- 
tions These Were 1. Jh]y, or Tchiitchy, or Thshy. 2 Tcheghatch, 
orZagatay. 3 . Ougtai, or Oukdai, or Octal. 4 . Tuly. Theformer, 

^ Sixteenth of August, A. D, 1227. 
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ven, and inaccessible to the curiosity of man ; nothing human, being 
thus further permitted to imprint its footsteps upon the hallowed sod 
which coveicd the ashes of the invincible Jengueiz. 

Befoie M e lesiime the legitimate course of the narrative, the reader 
may, perhaps, be disposed to lend his attention a little further, while 
we biiefly dispatch the history oi the immediate successors of tins 
magnanimous monarch, in the remoter regions ol the east. 

It has alicady been seen, tliat the title to the succession was dis- 
tinctly decided in favoi of the third son, Ougtai,’^ by the express and 
solemn judgment ofhis father , and he ajijiears to have proved himself 
apiince of singular talents, benevolence, and Mrtue, selected by the 
goodness of pro^idence to heal those wounds inflicted on the still 
bleeding nations, by tlie avenging powei ofhis picdecessor Never- 
theless, after discharging the last solemn duties to the remains of the 
depaited hero, the Shalizhdahs separated to their lespective places of 
residence, without coming to any expiess lesolutionon the subject of 
the sovereign authority. 

Two years subsequent to this separation, the leading branches of 
the family of Jengueiz re-assembled, however, from different parts of 
ISIoghiilstaun, in order to form a general diet of the states of Tartary, 
at the imperial Ourdu of Karakoium. Among those enumerated to 
have met on thib important occasion, were Batu, and his biothers the 
sons of Jujy Khaun, from Keptchauk , Outakein, Balkouty, and Evl- 
tcha, the brotheis of Jengueiz, from the provinces to the eastvrard ; 
and Karalchauffrom Peishbaligh, on the part of Tcheghatai , Oufft&i, 
andTdly Khaun, with the youngei children of Jengueiz, being already 
on the spot. The dying instructions of that monarch, and the elevation 
of his thud son to the throne of the Moghuls, by the title of Oiigt^i 
K^an w'ere now made the subject of serious deliberation, and that 
prince was uiged by the unanimous voice of the august assembljs to 
invest himselt without futher delay, vith the supieme and sovereign 
power. Ougtai, at first, appeared to decline the arduous task, alleging 

*In the same and indiflereut manuscripts, this name is indiscriminately written Outtli 
and Oukdii , we havecliosen that which appears in the te\t, as com eying tlie nearest resem- 
blance of the original European writers have liow'eVer in general made it Octal. 
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of Sultan Jullaul-iid-clein. This chief, as well as others who proceeded' 
on similar errands-to different quaiters, at the same time, returned at 
distant periods, crowned with victoiy, and loaded with spoil. 

In the former month of Rebbcia’’ of the six hundied and twenty 
seventh of the Hidjerah, Oiigtfii, accompanied by his brothers Tehe- 
ghat^i and Tuly, engaged in an expedition to complete the conquest 
of China, the emperor Altan Khaun, who continued to support Ins 
authority at Tayming, having probably about this crisis, evinced the 
design of recovering his hereditary dominions to tiie northward. When . 
the}^ had proceeded for some marehes together, Tuly Khaun was de- 
tached with an advanced division of two tomauns, to enter China by 
the route of Tibet , Ougthi in peison, with themainbody, takingthe 
right hand, or perhaps moie correctl}^ the direct road into the enemy^s 
ter^lto^3^ The division under Tul}' Khaun appeared fiist before a city 
upon the Feramuran, or white, or perhaps 3’ellow riverj which after a 
siege offort}’^ days, he succeeded in taking posssesion of. From thence,, 
aftei exhibiting the customary' scenes of pillage and slaughter, he con- 
tinued his maich towards the metropolis of Tayuning. In the pass of 
DutungfanKehlika, (peihaps Kentacla) heappearstohavebeen hemmed 
in by' one of the Cliinese geneials, at the head of one hundred thousand 
horse , after having been driven foi some time on the way' towaiaisKha- 
th, or northern China. On this occasion, Tdly is described to hare 
had recourse to the my'steiious influence of the Sung yeddah, or lapis 
imbrifer, to relieve him fiom his peiilous situation; and this is said to 
have actually' pioduced so piodigious a fall of snow, that the Chinese 
army', lendered incapable of exeition by the seventy ofthe cold, was 
foi the greater part cut to pieces . thus,, according to oui author, though 
■without explaining wheiefoie, exhibiting in another shape, thejudg- 
ment anciently inflicted on the sinful countrymen of Lot. Be that, 
hoivever, as' it may', the obstacles tlirowii in the way ot Tuly' Khaun 
on this occasion, appear for the present to have prevented the attack 
of Tayming , since he must have immediately deviated fiom his ori- 
ginal course, to rejoin the main body of the army under Ougtai, who 
eaiessed him ivith fraternal kindness on his escape fiom his perilous. 


^ Jauuarj , Februan - 1230. 
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(libtHicliou in ihe }\IogUul armies, was cho'^en upon tins, to piorecd 
iMth a ponoiiul force to the ledviction of the Chinese capital, and fi- 
nallv to terminate the authorit\ ofAltan IChaun. 

Onetai returned shortU altcruauls to the Yurut, or seat of his an- 
cestors hut, his brother Tulv m*is seized with his last illness, and died 
on the march homewauls, on this occasion. He was, as we have al- 
ready seen, the fourth son of .Tenguei/, theinscparahlceompanion ofhis 
enterpnses and his iailhlul counsellor under the most diiricult contni- 
'Toncies ot his arduous caiecr. He lcltoiu;ht sons , lour of whom, bv 
the same mother, w ho w as the daujz:hter ofdanku or rehangu, a Chris- 
tian prince, the brother ol Oun^ Ivhaun, These were Mangu, Ivoub- 
lai, Artekbuko,and Hulauku Khauii. The ii allies ot the others w ould 
be unimportant 

In the mean time, Koutulku. the Moghul general, appeared before 
Taymmg and was attacked, and deleated by an immense multitude 
w Inch issued from the gates ot that citv. A report ot his misfortune 
was cone c\cd to his socercign without dolas by tlic general, and a 
reinforcement, numberless as the sands ot the desart, was immediately 
dispatched to Ins aid. 11\ this, Koutulku was enabled to icsume the 
wonted superiority ofhis nation, and, having soon afteiwnrds beaten 
tbeKhatacaii armies out of the field, to incest the then metropolis of 
theChmesc monarchv. Subdued liy his apprehensions, Altan Khaun, 
or the prince wdio bore the title, embarked, in these circumstances of 
Ins capital, on the great river bv which it wms piotectcd on one side ; 
and for the present w ithdrew fiom the dangei . But, being unceasingly 
pursued by the perseveimg and indefatigable Moghuls, he wms at last 
shut up in one of the lemotei cities ol his dominions, wnihout the pos- 
sibilityof further escape, -and there, cutotf trom all hope ot deliverance 
fiom the rancour of his enemies, he took Ins final resolution Having 
seated one ofhis Kourtcheis, oi guards, on the throne of the Chinese 
monarchy, he deliberately castlnmself, together w'lth Ins wives and chil- 
dren, into the bosom of the burning pile, la which hew'as immediately 
consumed to ashes. According to others he put a period to his life and 
misfortunes by hanging Inmselt The whole empire not long after- 
wards, submitted in consequence, to KoutCilkh; and prodigious riches 
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became, as mielit be well conceived, the lot of the victorious Mo<^huIs; 
and. when the triumphant conclusion of the undertaking was made 
knovn to the imperial Ougtai, he hastened to provide for the security 
ofthe newgovernmentj by dispatching Mahmud Yelwauje, theBokli- 
arian formerly adverted to as one of the ministers of Jengueiz, with a 
code of laws and orders for its permanent regulation. 

The complete subjugation of the Chinese monarchy, on the death of 
Altan Khaiin, by the sons of Jengueiz, is here stated to have occurred 
in the former Jummaudy of the six hundred and thirty first of the 
Hidjerah about six years and six monthsafter the demiseof that great 
conqueror. In the course of the same year, Ougtai having erected for 
himself at Karakorum, a palace of extraordinary magnificence, each of 
the Shahzadahs, and principal Ameirspjoceededto follow his example, 
by raising, contiguous to, and in the quarters round it, superb and 
lofty structures, decorated with all the skill and exquisite workman- 
ship, for uhich the aitists ofKhatay and China, now assembled at the 
imperial residence, have ever been so justly celebiated. Two years- 
afteru ards, namely, in thesix hundredand thiity thirdoi the Hidjerah,^ 
Ins nephew Batu theson ot Jiijy, his own son Gii} iig, oi Ga\ ug, with 
I\Iangu theson ot Tidy, and Mungaotourj', and Paydaur^ the sons ol 
Tclieghatai, proceeded by the directionsot Ougtai to reduce the se\ oral 
countries ot llusse, or Muscovy, Tchirkcs';. oi Ciicassia, Bnlgliaiir, 
north ot Keptchauk, and lastly of JCashghar. In a period of seven year', 
during w Inch they w ere employed in these w idely extendedoperations, 
the) are said to hate been tiiumphant in ever) quaitei; returning at 
the expiration of that period, corcred with glory to the court of Oug- 
tui , and it w as probabh during this cxperlition, w inch took jilacc be- 
iweentlie ISJOtliand tlielgiJil of the Christian rei a, tliat Batu carried 
Ills ra\agts tinougli Poland, and Alora\iaaiid Iliingerv, to the banks 
of the D iiiube. 

About the ‘J.une per-od, tlie six hundred end tlurtv third \carofrii' 
Ilidjerali, an olhecr ol the name of Aighun Aka, or Aga, ol the tribe ot 
OtKorat, ! roiijlit no n the ci\d, ornnanrial department of the arm) , 
ind * nrulb d among the ui'irt.Iiearer' of the court, v as appointerl to 
tiiegoi cri aieuLcf Khor.i^^. lun. This nobleman, soon alt' r his r mi' ol 
'K'ri g * D 12J-L -tA D. 12a'J. 
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in Ills province', linflerlook in one of Ins'dispalclies to describe to his 
soiorcign,' sonic hunt outline of the melancholy desolation which still 
coicicdtrictcrntoryofllcrM. ThchcaitofOugtai long inuied, ns hehad 
been, to the most dreadful scenes of havoc and blood, had by this time 
benun to expand to the' sentiments of benevolence to which he Aias 
disposed by nature He became impiesscd with an earnest desire to 
restore from its rums, that once splendid and beautiful city ; and gave 
orders that AmeirE/ 7 -ud-dein, the provost of the weavers, who with 
fi\e hundred of Ins trade, had been foiincrly transported into Tartary, 
on the submission of the iniiabitants to Tiily Khaiin, should immedi- 
ately proceed into Khorassaun ; accompanie i by fifty of his fellow ck- 
iles, expiesslv charged to employ their utmost o\ci tions in rcbinjding 
their native place, and in lesloring cultivation to the surroniulmg soli- 
tude A iNIoghul ehiefof tlie name of Keieikwas their associate, with 
a ]iatcnt for the government of Herat, and Icttois addressed to tlic peo- 
ple of Kliorassaiin in general , calling upon them to beware of exhilnt- 
iner the slightest neglect in piomotnn; the benc\ olent design. In the 
SIX hiind.ed and thirty sixth of the llidjcrah,'*' ]i77-nd-dem and his 
associates readied Herat, and commenced without delay, and w ith the 
utmost actiMty, the woik of restoration. The cxci lions of patriot 
zeal, and bene\ olent policy, were in a short time recompensed The 
long lamented cit> rose again maic^lic among tlie rums, and rapidly 
resumed the resemblance, at least, of her former stateliness, and exten- 
sive population. 

Man;) conspicuous and striking proofs are further related of the en- 
laig;ed understandimr, henevolcnt disposition, and extensue liberality 
of Ougiai ; but it will be sufficient for the design ol these pages to in- 
troduce the two follow mg instances, the first, as itiefers to the extreme 
dread of thunder asciibcd to the Moghuls, m the XXth article of the 
code of law s, exhibited m his liistoi y, by De la Croix , and the second, 
as It IS icpresented, on the authority of the llouzut-us-suftW, to hare 
but a short time preceded, and lu some respect perhaps to hare hast- 
ened Ins death 

By a law^ of the hfoghfils, the people are strictly prohibited fiom sit- 
ting in then ponds and rn eis, either to bathe or even w'ash their hands , 
from carrying water m icssels of gold oi silver, and from spreading 
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A. H. 636. their liften 'when washed, on the open plains to dry, during the day 
A D 1239 time, whether in spring or summer ; their country being subject to 
Habeib-us ^ dreadful thunder-storms from the commencement of the one season 
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to the close' of the other, and it being the national belief that all the 
above circumstances, (either by the exhalations produced jn disturbing 
the waters, or some other cause unexplained) had a tendency toincrease 
the violence, and frequency of those phosnomena. Hence, as Ougt^i 
and his brother Tcheghatai, were one day on their return from a hunt- 
ing party, they came unexpectedly upon an unfortunate Mussulman 
while bathing himself, and Tcheghatai was proceeding to execute sum- 
mary justice,, by putting him to instant death, when moved by an in- 
herent sentiment of compassion, Ougt&i interceded for the man, hy 
stating that the day was far spent, and that he was not then at leisure to 
inquire into the circumstances of his offence. He therefore suggested 
the propriety of committing him tor that night, to the custodj’^ of Daun- 
eshmund H^jeb, one of the grooms of his bedchamber, and that it 
would he time enough to put the law in force against him, on thetol- 
lowingday. Tcheghatai was prevailed upon to agree to this arrangement, 
and the man was accordingly consigned to the care of Dauneshniund, 
who conveyed him to his own quarters The same night, Ougtai dis- 
patched a person m whom he could confide, to deposit a balesh ofsil- 
vei*^ in that -part of the river, in which the man had been found bathing 
himself ; while another person was employed to instruct the delin- 
quent, when he should be biought the next day for trial, to allege in 
extenuation, that being a map in indigent circumstances, and all his 
wealth comprised in a single balesh of silver, 'he was overcome by 
his apprehensions of losing it, when he perceived himself suddenly sur- 
rounded by a strange body of cavalry ; and that he therefore plunged 
into the stream where he had hidden it 
Next morning, in conformity with the directions ofTcheghatapDaim- 
eshmund conducted his prisoner to the presence of Ougta' , where, to 
- the questions put to him, as to the motives by which he had been ac- 
tuated to violate the known lawsof the empire, hemadetheieply in winch 
he had been previously instructed , and some of the attendants were 
ordered to the spot, to search for this obvious proof of his truth or false- 

'A com of tlie value ol about four shillings , the bilesh of gold being of the of 

' eight methkalsj and Uvo daunkabs, each Dictbkal or nieska), equal to a dram and a 
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hood. The bMcsh was found, m the same place in which it had been A. !!. 63fi 
deposited, and laid b«fore the monarch. On this Ougtln proceeded to ^ 
declare, ihatlvc did notconceivc there existed a human being who could 
deliberately ventuic to set his la%\s at defiance; and that this wretched 
creature, sniartnig under the exce'^s of poverty and want, had therefore 
probably beeninducedto risk his life for the preservation of asingle piece 
ot silver. Then directing ten more pieces to be added to the original 
halcsh, he ga^ e the whole to tlie Mussulman ; and dismissed him, with 
a caution to beware in future, of committing himself by a similar 
tr-ansgression. 

The next instance exhibits a similar trait of benevolence, combined 
with a strong tincture ot superstition. A MogbiM shepherd had the 
greater part of his flock dcstroved,m the course ofa single night, by the 
sA\agc depredations ofa woU , and he ventured on the morning w Inch 
follow'od, to describe to the inipen.xl Ougtai, the cruel imschiet by 
wdiich he had been thus stripped ot his property The monaich de- 
sued him to console himself, lor that the destroy or nuistsoon betaken. 

It so happened thatabaudofwrcstlers,oratliletcc, w’lio were travelling 
from Kliorassann to exhibit tlicir performances at the court of Ougtai, 
should seize the wolf, and bring it w ith them into the prescnceof that 
monarcli. Assigning to the atlilctaj a reward of one thousand balcsh, 

Ougtai sent for the shepherd , and telling him, that the death of the 
wolt could a\ail but little to repair his losses, at the same time made 
him a present of one thousand sheep, and set the ferocious marauder 
at large but soir gre} hounds w'liich lay on the watch, immediatelv 
tore the W’olt to pieces The Kaaii appeared considerably disturbed 
bv the latter circumstance ; andas a sort of retaliation for blood, causino- 
the dogs to be also destro^ed, retired to his pavilion under extieme 
depression of mind. To bis com tiers be explained, that perceiving in 
liimseh some strong svmptoms of appioacliing debility, and decline of 
health, he had conceived the idea that by rescuing some living crea- 
tuie bom the jaws oi death, hea\ eu mightin compensation be disposed 
to prolong Ins life. But, since the wmlt hadnot been permitted to escape, 

It was manifest that the propi-tiation was rejected, and that he must 
shortly prepare to die. Ills conjecture proved well founded. Not 
saan^ da^s clasped betoic he was confined to the bed of sickiies;. and he 

4 A 4, 
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expired shortly afterwardsrjustly lamente’d'-by his subjects, some time" 
in the six hundred and thirty ninth of-the Hidjerah, after a reign of 
about thirteen years. ■ - i 

From an inspection of the riiap, it will not be disputed that Ougtai 
was possessed of the gieatest muuaichy-that ever appeared on earth, 
since he was paramount sovereign of all the countries from the southern 
limits of China to the mountains of-Ir^k Ajem, extending" from the 
forty seventh, to the hundred and twentieth degree of longitude, and 
fiom the twenty second to the fiftieth degree of north latitude' 

Gijyug, or Ga YOUG Khaim, thesonofOugt^i, second of the mor- 
archs of Karakorum and Kaluran, of the race of JengueiA. 

In the zenith of his power, Ougtai is described to have declared his 
eldest son Koutchu by Thiakeina Khathn, heir apparent to his vast 
possessions, but that prince d^ung before his father, his son Sheiramfln, 
an infant, ivas in his stead nominated to the succession This minor, 
on the deathof Ougtai, his grandmotherTurakema^ thecommon mother 
of all the children of the deceased monarch, placed upon the throne of 
the Moghhls, takirigupon herself the arduous task of administering in 
Ills behalf the affairs of the empire , and, by her consummate skilland 
sagacity, as well asb}’’ a seasonable distribution of favors and reuards, 
succeeded in producing a temporary submission to her powei, in the 
armies, and the people in general The dowager had, however, about 
her person a female captive of the name of Fatima, anative ofTusse, 
or Mush-hed-e-rndkodsah, who possessed her confidence in a pre-e- 
minent degree, and iihom she consul fed in the most secret concerns of 
her government. This imprudent preference excited, in many of the 
Ameirs and principal officer^ of the court, a spirit of jealousy and envy 
towa.rds its object, that, at a convenient opportunity, did not fail to dis- 
close itself. - - 

; At the expiration of about three yeais, during which the destinies 
of the ulous, or family of Jengueiz, continuedat the discretion ofTur- 
akeina, GuyugKhaun returned to Karakoium, from the expedition in 
which he had been engaged against Circassia, and the territory of I3ul, 
ghaur With all his power, he declined however for the present, to as- 
suinethe imperial authority; n Inch he left, to be exercised unimpaired, 
xnthe hands of his mother. In the mean time, that princess had dis- 
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patched to eveiy quarter ofthe empire, to summons the different chiefs 
subordinate totheJengmzian succession, to thegeneral assembly which 
slie w as about to convene at the imperial residence. A numeious con- 
course, composed of the princes, nobility, 'and most distinguished 
ordeis of natives, from eveiy part of the vast'terntory between the fron- 
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tieis of Svria and Keptchauk, and the utmost limits of China, with the 
exception only of Batu the son of Jujy, who ai as hostile to the inter-, 
ests of Guyiig Khaun, accordingly met at Oordu, or OiirdbbMigh, the 
designation frequently given to Kaiakoruin, as the city ofthe Ourdu, 

onmpenal encampment, w hereit required an equipmentbftwo thousand' 

tents, wnth a vast provision of every article ofsubsistance and luxury, to 
accommodate, and entertain the variegated and splendid multitude. 

AYhen the diet, by the piesenceof those who were destined to foim 
it, appeared complete, the Khauns, and principal members of the im- 
perial family proceeded to deteimine, which of the individuals of the 
race of Ougtai, they should permanently invest wnth the supreme 
power, and, as it w\rs now perceived that Koutan, the son of that 
monarch, was incapacitated by some personal infirmity, and his grand- 
son Sheiramun by childhood, from the adequate exercise of the func- 
tions of imperial authority, and the dowager Tufakeina, as well as 
Seyiukoukteny,the wndow of Tiily Khaun, were both in favor of the 
claims of Guydg, the other branches of the imperial stock, and more 
powerful Nhyans, w^ere without much difficulty brought to coincide. 
Giniig Khaun, in the latter Rebbeia of the six hundred andforty third 
of the Hidjerah,* and at the moment indicated by the astrologers, was 
accordingly seated on the throne of the Kaans, wnth the customary 
formalities , Ins cousin german iMangu, the son ofTply Khaun, hold- 
ing him by the right, and another ofthe august family of Jengueiz, 
by the left hand This was followed by a liberal display of munifi- 
cence, on the part of the new sovereign, and by several days of festivity 
and rejoicing , after which, it was found expedient to investigate with 
some severity, the occurrences w Inch had taken place since the de- 
mise of the late K^an. 

It has been already noticed that a Khorassaunian female, by her in- ' 
fluence with the dowager Thrakeina, had rendered herselt extremely 
September A D, 1245— Kbolaussut-ul-nkbb'iur. 
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obnoxious to some of the great officers of the empire ; whose Jealousy 
she had excited by availing herself of her favor with her mistress, to 
interpose m the affairs of government. While their attention was 
engaged in solemnizing the installation ofGuyhg Khaun, his brother 
Koutan, or Goutan, became dangerously disordered ; and one of the 
dissatisfied Nuyans contrived to persuade him, that his distemper was 
the effect of witchcraft, or sorcery on the part of Fatima.. The weak 
prince, on his journey homewards, dispatched a message to inform bis 
brother accordingly, that the disorder under ivhich he languished, had 
been produced by the diabolical practices of the Persian favorite, and 
expressing a confidence, that if the result was fatal to liis existence,* 
the sorceress would not be suffered to escape the punishment due to 
her crimes. Not long afterwards, the death of Koutan was. actually 
announced , and Tcheighcli, one of the generals, who had acquired an 
unbounded influence in the councils of the emperor, became extremely 
urgent, that the matter might be made the subject of immediate, and 
serious scrutiny. A letter was upon this conveyed to Turakema, from 
the emperor her son, requiring that Fatima might be sent to his pre- 
sence. Thedowager, on various pretences, at first eludedthe demands 
but the emperor becoming more peremptory in Ins applications, she 
was ultimatelj’’ constrained to deliver up her favorite r and, as that 
princess died in the couise of a very few days, the investigation ot the 
charge against Fatima, was prosecuted with unmitigating seventy. 
At last, by keeping her for several days exposed in a state of hunger 
and nakedness, and otherwise menacing her noth punishments still 
more aggravated, they finally succeeded in extorting from her a con- 
fession of her guilt ,and this innocent and defenceless female was there- 
upon condemned to suffer immediate execution. 

It was next discovered, that some time previous to the arrival of 
Guyug Khaun at Karakorum, Ounj, orOutchakeiiii or Outakein Nuy- 
an, the brothei of Jengueiz mentioned in a former page, and the aged 
sire of eighty sons and grandsons,, had approached the same metropolis, 
■n ith acknowledged views on the sovereign authoiity. And, as in the- 
course of the investigation which follov ed, the venerable chief appears 
cither not to have disavowed or at least to have made but a slight ex- 
ertion to exculpate himself of the design, several of his principal toL- 
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lowers were condemned to atonewith theii lives, forthe offence of their A. H. 043, 
leader The Moghdl and Tartar chiefs, who had met at Karakorum A ^ 
forthe purpose of attending the general diet, were now dismissed to Habeib-us- 
theif respective governments , and tlie agents of several of the powers, 
still suffered to exist inT^irkestaun, and Persia', and other parts of Asia, 
took their leaveatthesame time, loaded with honors and reu ards, ivhile 
others were treated with extreme disdain and indignity. Among the 
■former we find mentioned the governor of Haleb, or Aleppo, the bro- 
ther of the Seljukiaii Sultan of Rum, or Anatolia (Key Khossrou Ild) 

Mho received a patent of distinction, w,ith a magnificent Khelaut, or 
dress of honor. A message of severe reproof ivas, on the other hand,dis- 
.patched to the Khalif of Baghd^id (U1 Mustaussem bTllah), in conse- 
quence of some complaint transmitted against him, by Sheiraumfin, the 
son of Jerniaughfin Nuyan, then employed at the head of the Moghul 
troops in Persian Irak. 

At the period under consideration, we are informed that Kedauk, and 
and Tpheighdi, the former A tabek, or preceptor, or governor of Gfiyug 
Khaun, and the latter Anieir-ul-umra, premiei grandee, andlieutenant 
general of his armies, weie both chnstians , and, that by perpetually 
holding up to the admiration of their sovereign, its doctrines, these 
men at last succeeded in leading him, to evince a decided preference in 
fa^oi ofthe religion which they professed Hence, the wholeinfluence of 
the government being exerted to promote, and encourage the chnstians, 
they flocked in 2 ;reat numbers to the court of the Kaan,M hile their adver- 
srries, the disciples of the Korkn, experienced themost mortifying and 
degrading depression, from the predominance of their detested rivals ; 
itbemgindeed represented, according to our author, thatno Mussulman 
durst venture even to address himself to a Christian in an elevated tone 
of voice In this crisis of their prosperitv, the chnstians are accused of 
having obtained, through the medium of the two ministers, Kedauk and 
T cheighai, adecree for theemasculation ofeveryMahommedan, through- 
out the empire of Guj ug Khaun ; but one of their leading men, while 
bearing from the court of the monarch the obnoxious decree, for the 
purposeol announcingit, being fiercely assailed by the dogs in thestreet, 
they seized him by, and tore to pieces the very organs of which he was 
preparing to bereave theadverse sect, Ajudgment so striking deterred 
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A H. 643 44. the clii’istians from prosecuting their insolent' designs, against the Ma- 
A D 1245-46. hommedans , nay further, it rendered them cautious of repeating even 
Habeib us- names of those, ovei whom they had so recently, and haughtily 
presumed to domineer. 

*» j 

Such a statement as 4:he above might lead us to a belief, that the 
Prester John of Asia, the problematical chnstian sovereign so much 
' spoken of in the latter end of the twellth, and beginning of the 
thirteenth century, is to be sought foi in Gu 3 Ag Khaun, the second 
of the successors of Jengueiz, and the subject of the present article ; 
who had probably acquned aprettj' intimate knowledge of chiistianitv^ 
during the expeditions in which he was foi several years engaged, on 
the borders of Circassia, and the Russian territories. The character 
has however, perhaps on better grounds, been by others assigned to 
' Oung Khaun, the sovereign of the Keraeits, whose brother Tchangu 

01 Jaunku, the father of Seyurkoukteny Beiggv, and maternalgrand'- 
■father, of Mangd, KubUi, and Hulaukh Kaans, is ex presslj’’ acknow- 
ledged to have been a Christian Oil this point, the authorof tiiese pages 
confesses his incompetence to give an opinion -He will only presume 
to remark, that the resemblance is more striking in Guyfig Khaun and 
his go-vernment, than he has been able any where else to discover, in 
the couise of his lesearches in Persian historj^ 

Ndtlong after he had vindicated his claims to the succession, and in other 
respects firmly established his authority, Guy6g Khaun determined on 
an excursion westward, to visit the territories on the Jeyhun ; and he 
accordingly departed from OurdOlbrdigh, at the head of his army, and 
accompanied by every lequisitefoi pleasure, oi recieation, in the con- 
eluding jmar of his life. Contrary to the practice exhibited bj'^ Ins 
tiemendous progenitor, eveiy city, and to-wn, which lay in the direction 
of his maich, expeiieuced on this occasion, eithei from his treasury 
oi his wardiobe, the most extensive proofs of a bounteous and munifi- 
cent disposition but, continues our authoi, the splendoroftheimperial 
standard had no sooner shed the lustre of its beams on the territory of 
Samarkand, than his progress, like that of all of mortal krnd, was sud- 
denly arrested bj^ the hand ot death , about the latter Rebbeia of the 
^six bundled and lorty fourth of the Hidjerah,^ after a short reign of 
eue year. 

August A 0.1^46-.. 



In spile of ihe invelciate prejudices of the iMahorumcdan writers, 
they arc constiained to acknou ledjje, that in the justice of his admin- 
istration, in the paternal care with which he laboured to promote the 
welfare and prosperity of his people, and in his extensive and universal 
benevolence, he closely imitated the illustrious example of his father. 

Maxgu Kaan the sonofTiilv Khnun, third ot the moiiarchs of KJir- 
akorum and Kalviran, ot the race of dcnguciz. 

When the liie ot Giiyiig Kli.uin thus unexpectedly terminated m 
the neighborhood of Samarkand, the fabric oi that stupendous power, 
vv Inch had been erected by the talents and prowess of Jcngueiz, began 
to give way to the spirit ot discord , which at this period seems to have 
more clearly manilestcd itself in the final separation of many ot the 
princes of the imperial blood, each with different views and projects 
of ambition, to their respective gov cinmcnts. But of all the prmces of 
the race of Jengueu vv ho flourished at the same crisis, Bhtit or Batui, 
the son of Jhiv Ivhaun, the sovereign ot the boundless plains on the 
\'olga, and Borvsthcncs, on whom the Tartars have conferred the title 
ofSaein ICliaun, surpassed in the magnificence ot Ins court and thegraii- 
d?ur of his powei Independent of these grounds, he might neverthe- 
less, as the representative ot the elder branch of the family, have pro- 
ceeded without materially incurring the implication of arrogance, to 
exercise the privilege of which he now availed himself, to demand in 
ICeptchauk thepresenceofthewholeoftheSliahzjdahsof the kindred of 
.lengucj/, the most pow ertul of the Nuyans, and other chieftains ottlie 
Moghul tribes, in older to seat on the throne, that individual whom 
they conceived most vvouhy ot the imperial dignity Some of the 
princes, how ever, violently opposed this usurpation of power, contend- 
ing that the legitimate abode ofllic Jenguizian authority, being at Kar- 
akorum, a journey toKeptchauk, w'as on their part as unnecessary, as 
It was subversive of established piecedent. At the same time, many 
thought It prudent to appear by their representatives, while others 
proceeded in person to assist at ttie diet thus convoked m Keptchauk. 
Among the latter class, influenced by the counsels ot his mother, 
Seyurkoukteny Beiggy the daughter of Tchang&, or Jaunkfi, the bro- 
ther ol OungKhaun, by religion a Chrzjttian^ and a woman otsingular 
hheralitv , talents and virtue, wasMangu the son ot Tiily Khaun , w'hom 
yoL II. 4 b 
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censors of Jen 
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she persuaded, however the majority of his kinsmen seemed disposed 
to the contrary, to hasten, accompanied by his brothers to the presence 
of his kinsman BatG. Mangii experienced from the Khaun ofKep- 
tcliauk themost flattering reception, that prince affecting to discover in 
his countenance the most evident indications of an exalted destiny ; 
and immediately declaring, that of nil the princes of the blood of Jen- 
gueiz, this young man"^ appeared to him the best qualified to succeed 
to the sovereign power. And, in this opinion, most of those present 
being brought to concur, Bath without further debate put off his tiara, 
and his girdle from his waist, and on his bended knee proceeded on the 
‘spot to do homage to his kinsman. It was then determined, that in the 
course of the ensuing year, iNIangu should be solemnly enthroned in 
the presence ofageneral diet of the states of the empire, tobeconvened, 
for that purpose, at the ulughyGrut or imperial residence ofKaiakoiuin. 

Soon afterthis, Batii dispatched liisbiotherBerkahOghul, with Boiika 
Tc} mhr and a great army, to conduct the Kaan elect to the metropolis 
of Kaluran,and to seen re the general acknowledgement of his authority. 
Here, in’pursuance of their plan, they proceeded on their arrival to cir- 
culate to the different parts of the empire, letters to e.xpedite the meet- 
ing of the Kiiriltai, or general convention , but, as the arrangements 
for ad]usting the succession were openly disappioved of by Bcissu- 
menka the son of TcheghatGi, by Sheiraumun the son ot Kutchui, and 
by Batu Oghul the son of GuyGg Khaun, they peremptorily refused to 
obey thcsummons;declaringthat thebloodofOugtai iiasalonew orth} of 
the imperial dignity , and conA'eying at the s line time, by their res- 
pective agents, to the Saein Khaun a formal protest against the as- 
sunqilioii which he liad exercised, m-tiius disposing of the sovereign 
power. These obstacles produced in the final detei mination of the 
dut.adolav otnearlv tour years, and Berkah Oghfil iiccoming at length 
vvi'ary ol the tedious snspen<?e, wrote to his hrothcr, requiring furtiu.r 
instructions in what manner to proceed, in ordei to bring the matter 
in winch he vv as engaged to a favorihle termination. lie was directed 
in ri'plv, to scat hiscotisin Mangn on the tlirone of Jcngnciz, vv ithont 
regard either to llie asbcni or dissent ot the bh.izadahs , and to strike 


* At ibi- pi nc/d he be ..bout two orll tk, and thir!). 
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ofFthe heads of those \vho persisted ui opposing the mensuve. This, 
hastened the point to a decision, hinngu Kaan was enthroned 'nilh- 
oiit iurihcr delay, and ith the usual fonuahties, m the presence of 
those \Yho had long since concurred in his eletation , and he gave on 
the day of his accession a sliong proof of his univcisal benevolence, by 
extending the effects oi it, as far as possible, even to the brute creation, 
w Inch on that day he entirely exempted both fromlabour and slaughter.*' 
The lamily of Ougtai IvCian, and the Shahzadahs adverse to the suc- 
cession of Mangii, nere in the mean time forming a conspiracy tosub- 
^c^t his power, and for that purpose were clandestinely approaching 
the imperial residence, aceoinpamcd by a number of waggons secretly 
loaded with arms. An attendant of tlic Kaan’s, in search of a stray 
camel, lalhng how’cicr, nnexjicctedh , upon the camp of the malcon- 
tents, became aeqnamlcd with the design in agitation, and hastened 
to coin c\ the intelligence to ins sovereign. jNIcngasaur Nhyan, one 
of the imperial generals, with a body ot two thousand horse, avas im- 
mediately detached to throw' himself in the way of the Shahzfidalis, 
and to ascertain the truth of the report This chieftain succeeded in 
surrounding the camp of the conspirators, one morning, before he 
could he obsened , and sent to inform the princes that their intenti- 
ons had hecn represented at court, in such colours, that in order to 
lenlo^e the unfa\orablc impression, it behoved them to appear ivilh- 
out delay in the presence ot the emperor. Sheirainun and his associ- 
ates, w hen they reco\ercd from the first moments of surprise, solemnly 
protested that their design in approaching the metropolis, was actuated 
bv the most innocent, if not the purest motnes , and with these as- 
surauccb mounting their horses, accompanied the general without hes- 
itation to the presence of iMangu. After entertaining them' witfr 
sumptuous hospitality for a period of three da^’S, that monaicli pro- 
ceeded in person on the fourth d.ry, to examine into the truth of the 
facts alleged against them. The guilt of the Shahzadahs w as' suffici- 
ently substantiated , and Kedauk, the Christian minister recently'ad- 

For one 11 eck ncicrthcloss, tluilng 111111.11 the fesUiitics of the installation rontmurd on 
this occ-ibion, the consumption of the conit is said to haic anuiunled to twolliousand wag- 
gon or cart loads of iuiuor, ibrcc hundred horses and o\cn, and tiio thousand sheep, 
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A. H. G49-51. verted to, wTio had held the most distinguished employments, both 
A D. 1251-53. under Ougtai, and GujaTig Khaun, together with seventy thousand 
ilabeii) iis- nidividuals' concerned in leading the piinces astiavi suffered bv the 
s\i Old or the executioner. 

— I 

Having thus set his mind at rest,' with regard to those who weio 
hostile to his authority, ManghK^an now dismissed the pnncesBerkali 
Oghul, and Buka Teymur, with suitable piescnts, and acknowledge- 
ments of their important services, to his kinsman B^tu. The govern- 
mentof the eastern provinces of the empiie, including the conquered 
part of China, for it does not yet appeal to have been entirely subdued, 
was continued to Mahmud Yelwauje, while the son of that minister, 
Mhssaoud Beg, was invested with the VizzauiutofTiansoxiana. The 
great provinces of Khorassaiin, Iiak Ajem, and Azerbayjaiin, were 
assigned in permanence to Arghun Khaun , who was accompanied, 
unfoitiinately, bj^ Shurf-ud-dein, a Khaurezmian scribe, or notary, of 
- the most arhitraryand unprincipled character, as commissioner to su- 
pei intend the collections. By an ordinance issued under the autho- 
rity ot Mangii K^an, a levy of four thousand bhlesh had been fixed 
on these provinces, as a composition for arreais of tribute, and the 
Khaurezmian, immediately on his arrival, employed his son to exact 
from the inhabitants ten dinauis, for eveiy one, oflbe authorized con- 
tiibution ; and his scheme of oppression was prosecuted with such 
unrelenting obduracy, that these noble provinces were agrin soon de- 
solated by the ordinary train of distress and dispersion. 

Theauthont} of Mangu had, at the same time, not longbeen consolidated 
on a basisof security, and the afiPairsof Tilrkestaun, of the country of the 
Moghuls, and the territory on the Oxus, finally teiminated to his satis- 
faction, when, about the SIX hundred and fifty first of the Hidjerah, in 
consequence of some statements which leached him, through Kauzy 
Shums-ud-dein the Kazveinian, relatn e to the usurpations ot the schis- 
n.atical zealots of Almou ut, andto the piide and arrogance of the JCha- 
lit Mustaussem, he resolved to dispatch his brother Hulaukh, into the 
provinces of the Persian empire This circumstance would lead us 
imni' diatt ly uithin the natural limits of our design ; but as it might 
be unsatistacLory to dismiss the history ofthe monarchsofKhrakorum, 
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ho^ve^e^ brief, in a manner so abrupt, wc shall intreat the indulgence 
of the reader, to the completion of the series. 

na\ ins: sent llulanlvii to secure and extend his dominions westward, 
the Mens ofM.ingu Khan ncrc next directed to the final subjugation 
of China , and for tins enterprise he selected his brother Khblhi, pro- 
posing to follo^Y in person at a con^ cnient period. An embassador was 
however employed in the first instance, ason former occasions, to re- 
quire that the Fughfdr, or monarch of that great country, whose name 
is staled to have been Tehoukan, perhaps Tchoukang, should acknow- 
ledge hiniself tributary to the Moghul Hence it would appeal, that 
the Tartar conquests had not previously extended beyond the northern 
part of China Otlieiwise it would be difficult to account for the high 
sounding and indignant reply of the monarch , in which the ambassa- 
dor is charged to inform his master, that the limits of the land which 
acknowledged his authority, far transcended the measure of the ima- 
gination, and that the nmiiher of Ins armies was only exceeded by that 
of the drops in the ocean , that if the Moghul valued the permanence 
of Ins power, he would confine himself to the territory already sub- 
ject to Ills authority but bew'are of precipitating Iniiiself and Ins 
people, into an ab)ss ot tribulation and sorrow, of w’lnch he could form 
no conception Tins proud message turmslied fresh stimulus to the 
ambition of IMangu; and, iii the six hundred and fifty third* of the Hid- 
jeiali, he accordingly appioached the Chinese frontier, at the head of 
an army of sixty tomauns, or six hundred thousand men. ^yhen he 
leached the hanks ot the FerSimun, probably the Feramfiran, or yellow 
rncr, he caused the uufortunate Sheiraumun, the grandson of Ougtii, 
and Khaujah Oghiil, and Batu, the sons of Guyug Khaun, to be cast 
into that river, and drowmed On the frontiers of ulterior China, after 
evincing Ins prow^ess, and the superior force ofhis arms, in the subju- 
gation of numerous cities and places of smaller importance, his career 
was at last arrested by a foitified mountain of prodigious height and 
circuit, and furnished, in the utmost abundance, ivith every requisite 
for subsistance and defence. 

Tlusformidablepost w'as immediately invested by the Moghfil armies; 
and a siege commenced w'hich, notwuthstandiug their utmost actnity 

-- "A-. D. 1255. ’ ‘ ‘ 
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A. H. 654-59^ and exertion, the}' found themselves foiled in every attempt to bring 
A. D 1256 67 ^ successful termination — winter and spring elapsed without either 

Hdbeib-us- ^ cessation to their labours, or an}’- reasonable prospect of the reduction 
sc\ r 

^ * of their adversaries’ impregnable position ; and the heats of summer, 
bringing with them a pestilential disordei, swept off the besiegers m 
alarming numbers. In these circumstances, and in the belief that it 
- would enable him to escape the contagion, Mangu Kaan had recourse 
to frequent and protracted inebiiety; but he found it in vain to con- 
tend, or tempoiise with his destiny. The contagion at last reached 
him, and after eight days illness conveyed him to his grave, some time 
in the course of the six hundred and fifty fourth of the Hidjerah. 

Kubla, or Kublai Kaan, the son of Tuly Khaun, fourth of the 
monarchs of Kaiakorum and Kaluran, of the race of Jengueiz. 

■ At the period of his brothei’s death, thi>> prince was employed in the 
northern part of China, orKhatai, of which he piobably held thego- 
vernment , and in consequence of the dissensions which now prevailed 
among the descendants of Jengueiz, did not succeed m establishing bis 
KtjblatTCaan until some time in the six hundred and fifty eighth of the 

IVtIi of the sue- Hidjerah. On his departure for the Chinese expedition, Mangu K&aii 
cessors of Jen- had consigned the protection of the imperial residence of KJtrakorum 
to his second brother, Aitekbouka. Hence on the demise of iMangu, 
that prince had an opportunity of asserting his claim to the sovereign 

dignity ; which hedeterminedtosupport by immediatehostihtiesagainst 

his elder brother Kublhi. In three great battles, which took place be- 
tween the rival biothers, Artekbouka was beaten in the two first, but 
victorious in the last , and Kublai, yielding to his adverse fortune v ith- 
drew into Khatai.' But, by one of those unlooked for vicissitudes so 
frequent in the events of human life, the power of Artekbouka being 
destroyed inacontest with Alghu Khaun, theTcheghatayan monarch of 
Almauhgh, that prince became a suppliant for tlie protection of the 
brothel u horn he had so mortally injuied; and to whom he now made 
a voluntary surrender of his person The empire of Karakorum with 
the entire of the dominions of Jengueiz, became thus ultimately and 
permanently vested in the handsofKublai , who punished his brotherby 
, confining him to a nanow enclosure, or wall of Arabian thorns mter- 
o\ en^ in which he perished at the expiration of a twelve-month. 
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• Soon after he had finally established his power, Kfiblfii determined to 
resume the designs of subiutration against the Ciiincsc terntor\ , of 
Avlucli, after a succession of campaigns he ultimately rendered himself 
complete master In Kliatai, not iar from Tclieiigdii, the ancient ine- 
tropoUsofthc Khauns, we find that he now proceeded to erect the ce- 
lebrated city called by the MocluMs Khaunbaligli, (orCambalu,) the 
Polvin of the moderns, within a square, of which each iacc is dcscrilicd 
as four Inrsancs, or loacucs in length ; and moreover, that he connected 
his new metropolis, hy a canal of lorty da\s' journey in length, with 
the Zettoun, here said to be the ri\er which forms the boundary be- 
tween Clima and Ilindustaun It was probably the Chaitom or 
Tc/j(ri//ani,of w Inch u uue there appears aiueriu the maps, nhout tint 
distance, w est-soulh-we'-tol I’ekm. lie thus formed with that remote 
peninsula, a communication which led into the heart ol Ivhalai , the 
mereliants of India hriiHiinvr the juodiu e of their country, in vessels 
along the canal, to thc\er\ (entre of Ivlnunh.»li"h, w Inch, in the lapse 
of a \crysiiort time, liccainc a most populous and nourishing cit\. 

The death of Kubl.'u Kaaii appears to have taken place about thesis: 
huudred and ninety, third ol the llidjerah,'’' when he had attained to 
the age of eighty three, and after a reign of fnc and thirty years. He 
loll a jirogciiN ot twelve sons. 

Ti YMun, entitled Oul|.iytu K^an, the grandson of Kfihlai, and fifth 
of the monarchb of lv.\rakorum, of the race of Jcnguei/, 

■Willie he was vet in possession ol health and power Ki'ihlai had pub- 
licly declared his son .Icimkeun, heir to the throne of Jen?uei7. ; but 
that prmce d\ing before his father, the succession was settled on his 
son TeNmur, noticss distinguished for his failings, than for liis love of 
justice. At the period of liis lather’s death, Tevmilr was absent on 
the borders of w'estern Tartarj% superintending the equipment of the 
armies about to be employed against Shalizadah Ke\du , an able and 
p arlike prince, one of the grandsons of O ugtAi Kaan, w ho had recently 
become extremely formidable in that quarter. The mother of Teymur, 
however, took charge of the government in the absence of her son ; 
and dispatched Nausser-ud-dein Abu Bukker, entitled, SCiman, and 
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sometimes^eyan Kinjan,* (one of the four ministers of'finance of the 
deceased monarch, and a descendant of Seyud Ajel of Bokhara) go- 
vernor of the Chinese province of Karatchang, in the reign of Mangh 
K^an,to hasten bis return to the capital. The prince proceeded with- 
out delay, on intelligence of this event, towards JChaunbahgh, which 
he reached some time in the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
Hidjerah. He was immediately enthroned, by the whole of the Shah- 
z^dahs, and NiSiyans, or principal nobility on the spot, with the title 
of Ouljayth, or Ooljaytu Kf\an,and gave ample display to the scenes 
of festivity, and to the munificent liberality, usually exhibited on si- 
milar occasions. Among those to whom he continued thedignities and 
appointments held under his grandfather, he particularly distinguished 
the Mahommedan minister Saman Kinjan recently adverted to, whose 
power and respectability he considerably advanced, whom in all mat- 
ters of revenue he directed to be implicitly obeyed , and w'ho retained 
by his sovereign’s express instructions, the simple designation of bis 
father and grandfather, Seywrf Ajel The government of Karakorum, 
andofthe patrimonial inheritance of Jengueiz,he consigned to Ins elder 
brother Kumlai, and that of Seinkout, to his eoiisin german Abendali 
Oghul, another of the grandsons ofKfiblai Kaan. 

The war with Shahzadah Keydfi, which had giadiially assumed the 
most alarming aspect, was entrusted to the management of Kouktch&r 
the son of Koiiz Gfirekan ; the imperial residence being at this time, to 
all appearance, permanently transferredto the newcity of Khaunbaligh. 
It has been already intimated thatTeymfir Khan was the slave of par- 
ticular failings , and it is now recorded to his praise, that all the atten- 
tion which he could spare from his intemperate indulgences, ivas en- 
tirely devoted to repress the iniquitous usurpations of tyrannical vior 
lence, and to enforce the administiation ofjustice Trom the earliest 
period of life, he had, however, to a degree of frenzy, been addicted to 
wine , from which he Was not to be reclaimed either by admonitions, or 
by any mode of restraint imposed upon him, by the paternal careofan 
anxious grandfather. Hence on the death of Kublki, and bis conse- 
quent accession to the sovereign power, he became an absolute slave 

"t Kinjan, or Ktbjan, was the appellation bestowed upon his four finance ministers by the 

emperor Kiiblau as X«-hinsang^was the title conferred on his four ^irmcipal ministers of state. 
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to tins his ungovcrnahlc propcnsiu , consuming cl.iy anil night without 
iiitcrnii5‘5ion, m the same intemperate course of imlnlgcncc , anti in this, 
in defiance of the remonstrances of his best friends, he persevered until 
at the expiration ofsix years, these gross and brutal excesses produced 
upon him their natural cflVcl, an incurable paralvtic disorder, under 
Mliicb be, bow ever, languisbcd to thetw ellthyear of liis reign, when be 
died. Diirine: ilic latter period, the i:o',ernmcnt was admintstcred by 
bis consort, assisted b\ liio advice of the principal ameirsot tlic empire 
Ot the rem imint: nmnarclis of Kankornm, of the rare of Jentrnei?, 
fourteen in number, it mil be ‘•i.nieicnt with the author, to subjoin 
the annexed list of names 

Vlth. Kiishilai, the son of .Tonisek the son of rerinali the son of.Teiin- 
heim, the son of Khblai Kaan VlUli 'i ukt.'ii. or ru^niai, tin son of 
KCishilai. ^ lllth ^a\z.^ orT,u7_\ the sonon'milci; oi Noulek.on w horn 
lus ciihjccts conlerrcd the title, or surname oi Beileklii IXth N'onsli- 
irami, perhaps XonslurNaun, the '-on ot Oara, duriinr w hose reicn, not- 
wilhstaiidnig the main \iriuous and ami ihle rjunlities winch arc said 
to have adorned li’s ch.nactor, the aullioriU ol ilicKaaiis ot Kanrli^nriim, 
became convulsed b\ the most senous disiiubaiiM Xth, Tougatei- 
xnut,tlic sonof Tc\ tm'ir K'uin XI ili.'lViwnr, orlioi'sonrdaiir XUth. 
AMikah. or Aikah, tlie son of 'rensurdaur Xlllili lAlcng lv.^an. 
Xn'ih Ivcvtemur. or Gii\ toimir X Vili. Arektei ini ‘11 X\'ltli ILvl- 
tcluTeviiiiirKaan d luspunce, tor some tune, attended the court ofTe\ - 
iniir. "W e learn howcier according to our author, from tbcintroductorv 
discourse to theZiiffurnamuliot the Ye/dian, th.it the prince who \ ibited 
the court ot the great TcMiiur bore the n.unc of T.n/y who on the 
death of his patron (in the Sorrh ol the IIid!eraht) returned to the 
iilnghi iirut, or imperial residence nc.iv Krirakoinm, w here he ascended 
the tliLoue of the Kaans But an insurgent, ot the inline of Tutkour, 
haling revolted in Khalai, some tune previous to the accession of 
Taizy, and ultimately rendered hmibclf entire master of the greatei 

^ Taizi A^kn, or Oplibn, of Ilio race ofOclai, isniciilionrd ns Lcin|z present at the court 
of Tomur, a IiUle bUorc Ibe dualb of llial uiomrcli at Oir.uir A ide bistors of Timuiv 
Bcc chap 29. 
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port of the Chinese empire, the successor of Jengnciz wns rcclucccl to 
confine himself to the original Yurut, or territory of his ancestors, here 
expressly stated to refer to Kalmauk and Karakorum. XVIIth. Altfii 
Kian,oftheline ofArtekbouka,thethirdsonofTuly Khaun. XVIIItli. 
AYerdai the son of Melekteymur. ^XlXtli. and last, Adiii the son 
of Arekteymiir. These two latter princes are also stated to ha\c 
been descended from Artekbouka, and like him, according to JDe la 
Croix, not to have been numbered among the Kaans ; our author in- 
deed finally remarks, that the Taizy recently mentioned, having been 
killed, after a short reign, the dominions of his ancestors were taken 
possession of, by the chiefs of the tribe of Oueyraut. 



CHAP. XII. 

A t the close of the fifth chapter^ the reader will have witnessed the 
final extinction of the Khdanfut, in the person of the unfortunate 
ISIustaussem , whose possessions, with the whole of the territory west- 
\\ardoftheOxus, then devolved to IItjlauktjKh aux, the fourth son 
ofThly Khaun, and Istof the Persian moiiarchs of the raceof Jengueiz. 

Having decided the fate of Baghdad then, in the manner which we 
have attempted tadelineate m the preceding pages, Hulaukfi retuinedr 
into AzerbJnjaun. At Meraughah, m the latter end of Rudjuh*, he 
received the submission of Budder-nd-dein Lhlu, prince of Mossule, at 
this period in his hundredth year, and whom on thataccount he treated 
n ith particular kindness and distinction ' He was honorably dismissed 
to hjsprincipality,during the succeedingmonth of Shabaun. Not long 
afterwards, theenvoys of Hulaukii proceeded by his mstructions, into. 
Syria, ta demand the submission of several chiefs who governed in that 
province, part of n hichu asstill subject to theauthority of the Egyptian 
Sultans These agents returned however to their sovereign, after an 
metfectual discharge of their mission , and in order to vindicate the 
claims of superior force, the Eyle Khaun immediately detei mined to 
conduct his armies intathe country. Duiing liis absence, to secure 
the allegiance of the prince of Mossule, lie required that Melek'Salah 
the son ot that chiefs should be sent to bear him company on the expe- 
dition , and on the arrival of the young chief in his camp, he married, 
him to Tuikan KhMun, the daughter of SCdtan Jullaul-ud-dem the 
Khaurezmian 

Onthe twenty second of Ramzaun.-^ Hulhukii proceeded on his march 
tow ards S\ na, but on entering the province of Diaurbekir, he detached 
the Shahzadah Yeshmout to aUack the fortresses of ISLiafaurekem, and. 
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Maulein, while the reduction of Amida, or Hamid, was entrusted to 
Melek Salah. He advanced in person against Roha, or Edessa, which 
suirendered on capitulation ; but the cities of Nessebein, and Harran, 
(Carrhae) which had presumed to resist his power, he consigned over 
to plunder and slaughter After this, he appears to have experienced 
no obstacle until he reached Aleppo ; under the Avails of which, before 
the gate of Antioch^, he now encamped, directing his generals with the 
several divisions under their orders, to occupy the approaches to the 
othei gates. Tlie operations of the siege commenced without delay; 
and the Moghuls, having in asborttime forced a passage into the city, 
through one of the gates called the Baub-iil-ferauk, indulged without 
oontioulin their ordinary ferocious excesses. The citadel continued 
to resist for some days longer, but ultiinatel}’’ shared thefate of the town, 
the whole of the inhabitants, with the exception of some manufactur- 
eis and mechanics, being put to the sword Avithout mercy. 

On the reduction of Aleppo, or Kfileb, Hulaukil proceeded to the at- 
tack of a place in the neighborhood, to Avhich the author has not con- 
ceived It expedient to assign a name, but which is described as possessing 
great strength and extent. AThen driven to extremity the garrison how- 
ever, sent out to propose to theMoghul monarch, that a certain Mussul- 
man, ofthe name ofFakher-ud-deinSauk 3 ',noAv employed about his per- 
son, and formerly known to'the inhabitants, might be allowed to confer 
with them; and to announce that they were Avill mg to sui render, provided 
this person would engage on oath, that then lives and property should 
be safe. Whatever were his intentions as to the performance, the 
-scruples oT Hulauku were not of a nicety to withhold any engagement; 
and he accordingly authorised the person they had fixed upon, to ac- 
cede, Avithout hesitation, to whatever terms the}'’ might tlnnk proper 
to demand. In such circumstances, it was not difficult to come to a 
-conclusion , the conditions Avere formally ratified, and thegarrison, re- 
lying upon the solemn pledge wdiich they had leceived, unAvarily des- 
cended from their posts , when orders Avere issued by the inexorable 
HtdbukCi, thatthey should be instantly cut to pieces, even to the child 
in the cradle, and the infant at its mother’s breast, all which being 
Gained into execution, not asingle individual was suffered to escape, 
l)ut an Aimenian goldsmith, aaIio was spared m consideration of his 
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e^:qu^sItc skill in bis profession. Fabhcr-ua-dcin,thcN\rotcbccl iiT^tru- A. n^Q:in|ft 

men t of ibis barbaious anddcteStablc piece of treachery, as consli luted 2 — 

yovcvuor of Aleppo , but having, at the expiration of a v cry feiv dav s, 
rendered bis conduct suspicious to the Moghul, he was also condemned 
to die, and bis government transferred to Zcync-ud-dein, a native of 
Kbauauf. 

"Warned by the fate of Aleppo, and of the castles in its vicinity, the 
people ofDamascus hastened, through the medium of certain Bulgha- 
Tian merchants who had settled among them, to convey, to the court 
of llulaiikii, amost splendid displav of presents, with olTers ot prompt 
submission and allegiance. Ke^bouka Nu}an was iniinediatcly di-^- 
patched. on the pait ot the Eyle Khaiin, to take' possession of the 
capii.d of Svria, and was rcccncd by the inhabitants with every out- 
ward demonstration of respect In the mean tune, intelligence reaching 
Iliilaukii of the death of his hrothei Mangu, during tiic expedition into 
China, ho appears to havcielt it as a stroke of severe afiliction, and it 
seems to have occasioned his sudden return into A7crbanaun Key- 
bouka remained, how ever, at Oainascus, w here he continued to adinin- 
istor the govenmicnt with considerable success and rejuitation , until 
uiio\pectcdl> attacked, and made prisoner by Sev f-ud-dcin Kodou?, 
orTodou'/. the third Maiimliik Siiltan of Egvjit, by wdiom with the 
gieatcr partoftlic Moghuls who comjiosed his garrison, he wassubse- 
qucntlv put to death. 

It was iortnerly observed tliat on Ins arrival in Diaurbckir, Ilulaukd 
detached his son Yeshmoat, with a div ision of the armv. to invest the 
importantfortrcss ot Miafaurekein, at this period under thegovernment 
ol Melek Kaummil Accordinglv , having conducted his troops to 
the neighborhood, the Sliahzadali conveved a messasre to that chief, ' 
mviting him to submit without resistance. In reply to his message 
he was inlormeil by Melek Kaummd, that recent examples were too 
flagrant, to admit of the slightest reliance on the professions of a Mo- 
ghul, witness the treatment ot the unlortunate Mustaussein, ofRok- 
ken-ud-dein the Issmadian,aiid of many other unhappy princes, wliorh. 
his lerocious countrymen had no sooner cajoled into their power by 
tlieir insidious piomises, than they basely put them to the sw ord with- 
out compunction, or otherwise made away wuth.theni, by devices stiU •• 
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A. H fi5G 58, more cruel. That for his own part, so long as t spark of life continued 
A D 12j8-go j-q animate his frame, he was resolved never to abandon the ramparts 
JIabeib us- of j^is fortress. From the tone of this reply, the Moghul prince was 
^ * taught to prepare for the operations of an arduous siege. 

On the other hand, in encouraging his troops to a gallant defence, 
Melek Kaummil desired them tobe assured that all the wealth, of which 
he w.is master, as entirely at their disposal. He thanked heaven, 
that he was a stranger to the sordid and avaiicious spirit which had 
led the wretched Mustaussem, instead ofgenerously applying it to the 
preservation of his independence, to accumulate goldandtreasureforhis 
own selfish gratifications. The hope of lewaid thus held out to them, 
and the confidence that their wants were abundantly provided for, 
united the garrison in the resolution ofopposing to the attempts ofthc 
enemy, the most manful and determined resistance , and they were, not 
long afterwaids, fiercely assailed on every quarter. Jn modem times 
we have lieaul of cannon-shot meeting in the an, and beingshattcred to 
pieces in the concussion , and in the course of the siegcof iMi ifaurckcm, 
the author reinaiks, that instances frequently occurred, m which the 
stones impelled fiom the adverse catapultrc, on Minijcncih^ of the be- 
siegi'rsaiid the besieged, were shn eicd by a similar concussion. 

At the exiuration of thcsccond year, to which the siege wms protracted, 
the gaiiison became, however, so stiattened, as to he reduced at la«t 
to o.it their horses, and some, of stronger a[)pctitcs, even tosubji'^tou 
the larcascsof their fellow soldiers In tins e.xtremitv, Mclck Kauni- 
mil w as sei/rd hv his f. mushed garrison, and conducted, w ith Ins hands 
hound, and a halter about his neck, to the presence of Ycshiuont; hy 
whom these w n tches, to the number of seventy, were instantly jnit tn 
tlh’s.vord d lie ?\lncdiuls shortly altei \\ ards entered the jilacc, and 
pr()( Of d'*(l to av emre i hems elves for the t( diousness of the sirge, hv a 
et iM -.d iiia'-s.u re of the inhaiutants. Mihk K.'Uinmil was, how t v er, 
hini^'i h resirvid fur a more terrible and cruel rttrdml.on He ua-. 

« » iiv « i! to 1 111' ( amp of II iilaukii ; who rails- 'd linn to !)i fe d w itli t he 
d 'h torn from h.s own bod v , until lie fiu.dly fxiured under tiic hands 
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fellul<^o into ihc hands of Ihc Mo?hnls. The relation which a'^rribes 
its capture to thcformei source, leiircsonls that \\ hen the siege luul con- 
tinued for a period ot some diiratinu, the garrison was attacked hv a 
pestilential disorder, and the son of Melek S^eid the governor, wearied 
out In certain vexatious seventies exercised towards him h\ his father, 
contined to destioy him by poison , then entering into ncgoeiation 
with Ycshmoiit, he threw’ open the gates, and delivered up the cas- 
tle to that prince. The other statement, however, alleges that Melelt 
Saeid agreed to an accommodation with the Kylekliaunian Aincirs,on 
a promise that he should be invested w'lth the Atalvksliip, or govern- 
ment ofDiaurbckir, but gn mg up the fortress on the basis of this treat v, 
lie was coni Cl cd by Ycsbmoiit to the camp of his father , by whom 
he was put to death, and the government of Mardmii bestowed upon 
lilclok Muzun'er, the unnatuial son b} whom he had probably been 
betrav cd. 

Buddcr-ud-dcin Liilu, prince of Mossule, having died at a veiv ad- 
vanced age, cither m the six hundred and fitti -seventh, or filty ninih 
ot the Ilid.ierah, after a prosperous government of two and fift^ jears, 
the siieccsbion was confirmed by llulankiito his son MclckSakih, lor- 
meily mentioned , and for a short time, he evinced his gratitude bv an 
unreserved submission totheaulhority oi theTartarmonarch But when 
this period ofdcceitful tranquillity was destined to close, the natural 
antipathv ot his disposition could no longer be restrained; and he sud- 
denlv withdrew into Egjpt, confiding the government of Mossule to 
one of his officers, on w hose attachment he could venture to rely From 
Bundekdaur, or Bundkedaur, the bultan of Egypt, he experienced a 
very friendly and hospitable icceplion, and in order to bring aw av his 
treasure and most valuable oflects, an escort ot one thousand horse 
was employed by that pimcc to rcconduct him to Mossiilo. The cir- 
cumstance of his return was eatly made known to HiilaiikCi , w’hose 
generals vvere immediately instructed to seizetmd secure w ith the strict- 
est vigilance, the different roads and passes which led from the country, 
m order to frustrateany attempt which he might make to reconvey him- 
nnderselfintothedominionsottheSuhanot Egypt ApowertukUvisioh 
nnderSendaughiiKuyan,w’asdispatchpdat ih same time to invest Mos- 
shle, and to leave no method unemployed tomakesureoi the person of the 
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refractor)' chief. Thus, observes our author, while l\Ielek Salah, with 
the heedlessness of unoffending innocence, was one day socially iiid'ilg- 
ing in the enjoyments of wine and music, his ears w’erO suddenly as- 
sailed by thehorrible anddiscordant dinof the MogluM horns aiidkettlc- 
drums. Pie contrived however to secure the gates, and, by a season- 
able display of liberality, to animate the Kilrds and Tartars in his scr- 
lice to defend the ramparts of liis capital ; of which the siege \i as iin- 
iiiediately commenced by the IMoghul general 
Earlyapprizedofthedangerto w' Inch it was exposed, the Sultan of Eg^ pt 
directed one of Ins principal generals, w ith the troops which compost d 
Ins army inSjria, to proceed, without delay to the leliofof IVlossnle. 
On Ins ariivalat Senjaur, for the puipose of announcing his approach 
to the besieged, the Egyptian commander attached a note to the niii!; 
of a pidgeon, and set Hat large. It happened, however, unforlnnatoly 
that, fatigued v ith the length of its flight, the bud perched picmatuielv 
on one of the warlike machines of thebesieging army ; the siipcnntciicJ- 
officcr of which immediately possessed Inmsell of the note, and con- 
vc)ed It to the head cpiarters of his general. A tomaun ol the Mo- 
ghul tioops w as detached w'lthout delay, to intercept these daringiiitrii- 
ders , and sepaiatiug into three bodies, on its entrance into the district 
ol Senjaur, secretly lay in ambush foi the enemy. The moment they 
reached a certain point, the Syrians found themselves accordingly 
attacked unawares liom sevcial quarters at once , they cont.nucd hoW- 
twer to defend thomsehesfoi some time with considerable resolution, 
but a\ lolcnt gust ol w ind aiising, and carrj ing the dust into lheir(‘\c"^, 
(ontnluitcd to seciirc the Mctory to their assailants, by hoin thev 
were lor the greater part cut to pieces. The successhil .MoglinK tiu n 
.-’irippeil the slain, and, tlisgiiised in their apparel, soon afterwards pre- 
'•('nted tin iiiseK es under the w allsol Mossulc , the inhahitanis ol w hn. h* 
too re.ulil) tonceu mg that thc\ wcic the troops ol S.'iltan JJiinflked tur 
coining to ilieir rein t, issued fioin thru gates in 1 (j) ful tioiHE, to < •!>' 
Ira'f till ir s\ip[K)ced deIn crera '1 ho lesiilt it were nniiocessar) 

{}' i ribt>. '1 lit Moghuls msiaiitls c lored upon them, and put the w bob' 
It, :b*' ord. 
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be pcnnitted to capitulate. The Moghul gencial readily engaged to 
mediate for his pardon with Hiilauku , and on the faith of such an 
engagement, m spite of multiplied experience, the credulous chief ad- 
ventured to quit the protection ot his walls, and to surrender his per- 
son inta the-pouer of his besiegers, by whom, in the chaige of a 
competent escoit, he w^as sent off without delay to the couit of his 
so\ erergn. Exasperated be^ ond measure by his^ contumacious beha- 
vioui, Hiilauku condemned him to a punishment as horiible as it was 
unpiecedented He caused him to be smeared from head to foot, 
with mutton-tat, or some other greasy substance of the sort, and in 
that situation, w^rapped up in coarse cloth, and straitly bound with 
cold, he was consigned to a lingering and miseiable death, being 
at the same tune supplied with as much foodasser\ed to jirotract his 
existence as long as possible In a few' da^ s innumerable vei min being 
eno'endered in the substance nith w'hich he had been besmeared, the 

O 

^er\ flesh was gnawed fioni his bones Nevertheless, in this disgust- 
ing aiul deplorable condition, the unhappy chief continued to languish 
for the space of a month, beloie he was relie\ed from his mfseifes by 
the hand of death IIisson,an intant ofthreeyears old, was aftei w'ards 
clo\eu in twain, and the divided halves ot his body, suspended on the 
opposite banks ot the Tigrisat Mossule 

In consequence of the ser\ ices lendeied under the instructions of 
hisbiother Balii, in securing for IMangu Kaan the throne of Kt^rakor- 
ura, Berkah Oghul, the son of Jujy Khaun, had presumed on all occa- 
sions toariogate asupenoiity ovei luscousur Hulaaiku, wilose haughty^ 
spirit he never omitted to moilify, when an oppoiturnty occurred- 
Impatient of theseinsolent pretensions, lIiilauku,'at]ast,openl;) avow'ed 
his resolution no longer to submit to them , declaring that tlience- 
forw ard all ties of friendship betw ecu them, w-ere to be considered as 
dissohed. Ot these decHiations Berkah Kiiaiin became apprized ; 
and he as openU affirmed on his part, tliat the destruction of so many 
IMahominedan sovereigns, and the desolation ot their'dominions, but,, 
rboNe all, the immolation ot the Klialif of Baglidad, unauthorized by 
the instructions of his superior, had long called foi vengeance against 
liulauku and thatat a proper opportunity, be should notfail to lequirc 
at his hands a dreadful atonement for the effusion of so muck luno- 
VOL II.. 4 0 
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cent blood. With mutual animosity thus feniTentlng m their bosoms, 
the crisis of actual hostility was accelerated by the death of Tatar^ 
Ogliul or Oghlu, a near relative of Berkah Khaun; whom, on the se- 
venteenth of Sulfur of the six hundred and fifty eighth of the Hidjerah’^' 
on the pretext of having^practiced magic, Hulauku caused to pcr’sli 
by the hand of the executioner 

This, in addition to the catalogue of injuries, either real or imaginary, 
already accumulated between them, determined Berkah Khaun, who 
had by this time succeeded to his brother Bath on the throne of Jujy 
Khaun, to decline every other o'bject, whether of policy or ambition, 
for that of humbling the pride ol his detested rival. The adimnced 
guard of his armj'’ consisting of thirty thousand horse, under Togai, per- 
haps Nogai, was accoidingly dispatched without fuither delay through 
the countiies wcstwaid of the Caspian, to invade the dominions 
ot Hulauku A peiiod offour yeais seems, ho\^ever, to have clasped 
befoie the latter, either found himself at leisure, or conceived it expe- 
dient to make any decisive movement to repel the aggression ; but in 
the month ofShavaul of the six hundred and sixtv second of the Hid- 
jerah,f Hulaukil proceeded from Alatauk, a summer residence of the 
hloghul princes towards the source of the Oras, or Aboras, on liis 
way to the regions of Caucasus , while Sheiiamun Niiyan, at the heod 
of a pow erful division hastened in advance to observe, or give battleto 
the invaders. In the neighboihood of Shamaukhy this general suf- 
fered liimself to be taken by surprise , and a great pait of tlie division 
under his orders, was ditto pieces by the enemy A second dnision 
of the armv, under Batai Kuvan, w'as however more fortunate m 
checking the progress of the troops of Berkah , w ho appear to liaveuith- 
di.iwn after their recent successes, from the north of the Kurr towards 
Shabr.iun , within a farsan?, or leairue, of wdiich, in -the month ofZil- 
luidje ot the same year"!: they were in tlieir turn attacked and defeated 
In ilieir ad\ ersaru’s 

bulv in the month of Mohurnm of the succeedin'" year, Iliilaiiku 
acl\ aimed in person, skiiting the district of Shamaukhy , and on the 
t'.' uil\ third of tlie months appeared before the Shir\aunian Derbund 

" Tir'l of Kbru r\, 12^0 t Xuiinst, t2G 1. ; October, 

c Dtcciubur Cl!', 12'ti 



(so called to distinguish it from the ]3crl)iind of Btiku). The banditti 
at the head ot the pass liaving considerably anno\cd his troops, the lat- 
ter jirocccdcd to disperse them by their archers , and ha\ing closely 
pursued them through Derbund, fell unexpectedly upon the army of 
the Khaun ot Kcptchauk, ^\hlch thc\ entirely defeated The victory 
^\as1oUo^\ed, on the part ot the rcr-omoghiils under Hulauku, by an 

unspanne and indiscriminate mas'^ai ro. that 1)% the first ot the month 

ol SwtVur,"’’ not a %cstige was to be percoued in that quarter either of 
Toeauorothisarnu l’ro'-ceutinc:theirad\antae:c,the ad%anceddi\ isi- 
on‘;of Ilulaukid'- troop's led on b\ Ins son Abaka Khann,aiidSheiramun 
riul Bktai Xvnaii. crossed the rner ot Terek, or 1 crki, intotlic territory 
the enonn . 'I ho\ had not proceeded to aii\ great di'^tancc on their 
inarch J)t tore thc\ di-^toverid tin. eiKampinent ot the Khaun , which 
w.isiound tobe eiilircl} and iinaccountaoK abandoned, not a soliher to 
be seen in an\ direction , and a\a':iboot\ in '-heep and c.itllc. and 
other propcits ofe\cr\ doseriptioii dl*per^cd amone; the tenU, seemed 
de«icnedl\ lettas a lure to roiiioec all thought ot danger. 

Vfith tliat total ah‘:cncc ot circum<=poition wlnth ha<; been so fie- 
queiitly.aud dc'sen edl\ .punished w itli deteat, the troops di\ idcd ihem- 
st. b 05 through the ti nt> ofthc cnenu ;and lor a das and a ni£rht became 
totaih immersed m the delirium ot wine and music, and in the soci- 
et\ of the Tartar women, who had prohabK been also abandoned, m 
order, b\ the faseuiations ot beauts , to complete the spell. At sun rKe 
ot the >5000011 day, they were awakened from tins dream of scnsuahly 
and ludulgcuce by an attack trom Bcrkali Khaun in person, at the 
head of an innuincj-.rblc torce w hicii suddenh and at once broke upon 
them from difforcnt quarters. Ahaka Khaun and the other '^oncials 
made, uotw ithstvuiduig, a courac:eous resistance to the efiorts ot the 
enem\ uutilsunsct; w hen^ lekhno: to ‘^upeiior numbers, the> retieatcd 
A\’th piccipitalion to the Terek. Tlie river \\as at this time hozea 
over , and the me giung way under the pressure ot the terrified and 
impatient multitude, w hicli thronged together to cross to the other 
side the creator p.irt of the arm\ here met us fate, and was swallowed 
up m the stream. 
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This (Ifsastrous reverse produced iii the mind of Ilulnuku, a degree 
of affliction hordering on despair, lie set on foot however, through- 
out his dominions, the most foi midablc pieparations to retrieve and 
avenge the disgrace; which he resolved to do the moment Ins equip- 
ments were in a sufficient degree of foru ardness. liut Ins destiny had 
otheiwise oidained it. He hail moved from his summer residence at 

I j 

iNIeraughah, in the former Rebbcia of six hundred and sixty three, ^ 
to take up his n inter quartern at Tcliegliaitu, w hen one day on quitting 
Ins bath, he was seized by a sudden fit of illness , and the medicines 
prescribed for his lelief augmentp-'g the violence of Ins disorder, his 
recovery was soon despaiied of. Dining Ins illness for several nights 
successively, two feai ful apparitions are said to have presented them- 
selves at the bed side of lliilauku, and continued so to do, until he 
was forevei withdiann horn the abode of mortal grandeur, ndien they 
altogether disappeared The lemains of the departed monarch verc 
deposited, by hisministeis,ina mausoleum preparedfortheii reception, 
and. It IS 111 this place exprc^slv stated, that in conformity witli the 
usages of Ins couiiti v, several beautiful} oung n omen, decked out v itli 
a piofusion of gold and jewels, Meie sent to accompany their'dead so- 
vereign, morder to dispel the melancholy of the tomb — Observe, con- 
tinues our aiitlioi, the singulai sagacity of these ferocious barbarians, 
the veiy clnefs of whom could be led to enteitain a conception so ab- 
surd, as that the dead should be, in any respect, sensible of either con- 
solation, or relief, fiom the presence of the living 

Ilulauku Khaun, accoiding to some lines ascribed to Nusseir-ucl- 
dem theTussite, expired prCciselv on Sunday night, the nineteenth of 
the latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and sixtv third ot the Hidjerah f 
at the age of forty eight, and after a lergn of about nine } eais. He had 
by several waves, fourteen sons, of whom Abaka Khaun, the eldest, im- 
mediately succeeded to the throne of Iran. His mother, it mil he 
recollected, V as a Christian, the niece of Oung Khaun monarch of the 
Iveraeit, the supposed Prester John of the twelfth century. 

Plovever unfavorably the character of Hulauku may have been de- 
Imealedioi posterity, by the malignant piejudicesofAIalioramedan wn- 

• January, 1285. t Seventh of Ftbruarj, 1205. 
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tor>. It \NOukl nppfar that, ni him at least, ferocity of disposition is 
not incompatible NMili the Iom' ol science. In this r< spect his brother 
Mamrio'as ako parllcularl^ distm<;uishetl. ^\hnsc fa^orItc study im.s 
the solution ot the piohkms of Euclid That prince bad, probably 
duriucj his Climcsc oNpcditious, ac<'\uircd a ta^-tc for astronomical re- 
search, and had lone; sought in \ain foi a per>'On to aid bun, in the 
constiuction of an ohservator\ , and when 1 lulaukCi w as on his dc- 
]i irture to subjugate the teiritor\ west of the 0\iis, one article ol his 
instructions w as, so ^oon as lie slioiild ha\e reduced the strongholds 
ol the Howautinists, or dis( iplcs ut llussun Sahali, to send to court 
>v’usscir-ud-dein the 'riissite. aho\c inoniioned. and at this period 
nnmenth cclehraicd foi Ins e\ten^-n «' acquiieinents and smgulai s), jH 
in astronomy On the leductiouoi McMnuiuhvh, in the Kohcslaun, 
or mount imous'iaiigo between Eeisian lEdvand Khoiassaiin, Xiisscir- 
iid-dein who had licen long and lilicralK pationi/ed liy thegoveiiior 
ot that fortress and to whom he had dedicated tlie A kblauk, or h^kb- 
lauk-e-Xausser\ a tieatisc on ethics much esteemed by the orientals, 
altopded the presence of llnhiuki'i , and the latter was so captnated 
Iw the suigul u talents and insti uctii e com ersation o( the pbilosopbei, 
that, instead ot disp.iteliing hun to the court ol Mangu,as lie bad been 
oiigmall\ enjoined to do, be \eniured to detain bun about liis own 
pel son 

On the subsequent conquest of Baghdad, in prosecution of his plans 
to lacilitale the stud\ ot astronomy, llulauku, atlusown request, 
fuinislu'd Xusseu-ud-dcni, w itli au imperial mandate authorizing lum 
to the construction of an ohser\atov\, and to proceed with all prac- 
ticable dispatch, to the formation ot a set of tables in bis ta\ onto sci- 
ence For the site ot Ins obseiyator>, Xusseir-ncl-doin fixed upon 
a loity eminence nortli ot the Tebnzian Meraughah , where being pro- 
Mded with a power to command, w ithout limitation, the assistance of 
the olbccrs of the imperial troasm v and rc\enue, he succeeded in a 
short time, in bringing the iabnc to a completion As tar as ,w e are able 
to collect fiom the original, it is dcsciibed to baye been furnished 
with some species ot apparatus (pel haps an Orrerj) to lepresent the 
celestial sphcic, with the signs ot the Zodiac, thcconjiinctions transits ' 
und OTohUion, of the heal e.iU- bod.es. Tll-ough ,a perforation m' the 
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dome, the rays of the sun were admitted so as to strike upon certain 
lines on the pavement, in a ivay to indicate, in degiees and minutes, 
the altitude and declination of that luminary, during every season, and 
marking the time and hour of the day, tliroughoiit the year. It ti^as 
further supplied with a map of the teirestrial globe, in all its climates, 
or zones, exhibiting the several regions of the habitable world, as well 
as a general outline of the ocean, with the numerous islands contained 
in Its bosom, all so perspicuously arranged and delineated, according 
to pur author, as at once to lemove, by the clearest demonstration, 
every doubt from the mind of the stud'^nt. From an extraordinary 
difference in the sun^s altitude and decimation, at corresponding pe- 
riods, between what was exhibited in the Zciftch-c-Eiilekhaiinij^ EUe- 
khaunian tables, now fiamed, and in those hitherto established, an 
error ofsurprising magnitude, and to the great confiisronof chronology^ 
was detected, m the mode formerly observed to adjust the commence- 
ment of the new year. But, before this cclebiated observatory had / 
been entirely completed, the sun of Ilulauku’s power had set forever. 
We find it moreover recorded, that a considerable attention was de- 
voted by this monarch, to the encouiagement of aichitecture, having 
not only elected a splendid palace for his own residence, probably at 
ISIeraughah, but, throughout the teiritory of Azerbaijaun and of 
Arran, in the peninsula of the Ki^ri and Aboias, many temples of great 
■extent and magnificence dedicated to the idols of his country, also le- 
' mained toattest bis liberal spnit m that respect , exclusive of numerous 
woiks of public utility in different parts of his dominions. This pro- 
pensity IS said to have mcieased towards the decline of life, without, 

\ 

however, in the slightest degree relaxing bis application to the more im- 
portant concerns of his government Some time before he died, he 
, had, together with the sovereign dignity as the heir to his power, as- 
signed to’his eldest son, AbakaKhaun, both the, provinces of Irkk, u ith 
Mazanderaun, and Khorassaun to the banks of the Oxus. To Shah- 
z^dah Yeshm-out he bequeathed tlie goverriment of Azerbaijaun and 
Arran , arid to another favorite son, AmeirToudan, be gave that of 
'Diaurbekir and Rebbeia. By the last of Ins ministers, Sliiims-nd-dein 
Ma'hommed Jowein\, the government of Baghdad ,vv, as bestowed upon 
his brdthfer, Khaujah Ati-ul-mulk, the author of the tfirikh jahaun 
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gifisliM, 2i\i liistory of the Jenguizian conquests ; by whom, from an 
heap of rums, that celebrated cit}'^ was restored to a state of compara- 
tive prosperity and splendor. The same person, at the expense of 
more than ten thousand dmaum of gold,^ while governor of Baghd^id, 
opened a fresh canal to the teriitory ot ISSndjef, by which he conducted 
a part of the Euphrates to the mausoleum of 'Ally. 

Abaka Khaun the son of-Hulaukfi, second of the Persian mon- 
archs of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period ofhis father’s death, Abaka was in winter quarters in 
Mazanderaun , but being early apprized of that event, and at the same 
tune invited by Eyleka NCivan, Suiijauk Bahauder, and others of the 
Moghul Aineirsj to repair without delay to the imperial residence, he 
hastened with all the expedition of which he was capable, to the can- 
tonments of the departed monarch , and tie reached his destination, on 
the nineteenth of the former Jummaudy, of the year six hundred and 
sixty three ^ liis inauguration does not however appear to have taken 
place tor some months afterwaids, not indeed, until the month of Ram- 
zaun Jwheii at the station otTcheghanawerinthe district ofBerahaun, 
he was wuth the unanimous concurrence of the princes ofhis family, 
and of the Ameirs of the whole empire, publicly seated on the throne 
of Hhlauku , and thus commenced a reign wdiich is acknowdedged to 
ha\e been Attended wuth unabated, and uniform repose and happiness 
to every class of his subjects. He conferred the dignity of Ameir-ul- 
iinira, or lieutenant general of the empire, on the above mentioned 
Sunjauk Bahauder, entrusting the government of Khorassaun to one 
of his brothers, the Shahzadah Tepshein Oghul, and he continued the 
post of Vezzeir to his father’s minister, Shums-ud-dem. ' 

III the early part ofhis government, his attention was required to op- 
pose the Tartars of Keptchauk , w'lio by the usual route of Derbund, 
weread\ancing, under theorders of ShahzkdaliNoukai (perhaps Nogai) 
the son ot Berkah Ivhaun, to invade Azerbaijaun He consigned the 
task of repelling the invaders to his brother Yeshmout , to whom he 
had confirmed his father s bequest ol the territory in that quarter On 
the twentieth of the month ot Suffur, ot the six hundred and sixty 

^ A t Ihe lo^Tcst cakuldUon, about 4,->83l G. 8d, t Se% enth of March, 
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A. H. 6 G 4 -';d fourth of the Hidjerah,'’^ the enemy were attacked, and totally defeated 
A. D 1200-80. that prince , their general being wounded in thee^^e by an arrow, 
liabeib-us- consequence of which they were possibly thrown into confusion. 

' ' To avenge this disgrace, which Avas in all piobability confined to the 
advanced dnusion of his army, Berkah Khaun soon afterwards appeared 
in person, at the head of three hundred thousand horse , and bearing 
down every obstacle until he reached the left bank of the Kiiir, he 
there encamped , Avhile Abhka with his army took post on the adverse 
side of the river to dispute his passage. At the expiiation of bonie 
davs, Berkah Khaun determined to ascend the river toivards Tcflis> 
T\ ith the design of crossing by the bridge of that city , hut being seized 
on his march by a fit of the chblrc, the hand of death put a sudden 
period to all his projects of levenge His army embraced an early oji- 
portunit}'’ of A\ ithdrawing from the danger, and betook themselves to 
then natn e solitudes, between the Sevhiin and the Don — theJax.ntcs 
and Tanais. 

During the six luindied and sixty seventh, and sixty eighth of the 
Ilidjerahl Abaka ivas emplovcdin Ivliorassaun., that pioMiice iiainig 
been invaded (alter an insidious elnbass}^ in which Mussaoud j3eg, the 
son of Mahmud Yelvauje, was engaged to amuse the Eylckhaunian)' 
by i3orank, or Berauk Oglilan, v lio had succeeded to the possessions 
ot Tchegliatai, north cast of the Oxiis. In a decisn c battle, which took 
place in Zilliudjc of the six hundred and sixty cightli of the ITidjciah:}; 
AMthin five or six farsangs of Herat, the iniader was totalh dele.itod, 
and compelled to retire, nith piecipit.ition and disgrace, into his on n 
dominions 

Tlio eleven succeeding \ cars, since they appear to have hccii haireii 
cfmaten.iLs toi the pen of the histoiian, ina\ perhaps be considoieci to 
have pas^ed 111 coiuparatne tranquillity; the iiairative bunging us at 
once to the six hundred andse\eiity ninth ot the IJidjerah, During 
that scar, Ab'ika Jvhaiin employed his brother, Maiigi'i TeAinur, to 111- 
A ade tliO jio^^ebsinii', ot ScAi-ud-dcin Kullauun, suriiamcd the Bas- 
ilisk, (ill ailai) ^uitan ot Egypt lii the mouth ot itudjul) " m th( 
iiuiglibiuhood ot Hams or H.uncss, iioitli ot Damascus, the 

' VoMiiilirr rotb, 120 j- t 120!! 0 
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e:a\et;aure to the P'orsian army, and the ]\Iaumluk Sultan was signally . 
\ ictorious , the Moghul prince with the n hole of his troops being stated , 
to have beeuentuely destroyed, either in the action, or the pursuit. 
Others, lionc\cr, relate that !\Iangu Tcjinftr himself escaped the car- 
nage, and reached Baghdad, where he died a natural death before the 
teiininalion of the year. 

At the crisis ot his brother's defeat, Ab.ika appears to have been sta- 
tioned at Senjuir in Mesopotamia , but considering it not iinmedi^ 
atelv either convenunit, or adMsable, to a\cnge the disgrace, he with- 
duw toBagh kl , and inZilluulicoflhesame vcai,her moved further 
to llamadaun w’here lic arm cd on the eighth ot the month ^ Here he 
IS Slid to ha\e contracted a haint ot immoderate drinking, by which 
he \er\ soon reduced Imuselt to the most wretched state of debility . 
and while thus langui-^hiiig under the circcts of intempeiance, he hap- 
pened one da\ to tall asleep in his chaii , and a ra\ en, perching itsell on 
an opposite building, w as not tobc prc\ ented fioin serenading him w lih 
Its discordant clamours The attendantb hastened to dmeaway the 
inauspicious bird , but, it had already awakened the debilitated mon- 
arch, and occasioned so severe ashock to his distempered nerves, that 
he expired on the spot 

Tins event took place on the twentieth of Zilhudje of the six hun- 
dred and sevenU ninth of the tlidjcrah,'!' w hen Abaka had swayed the 
sceptre of the Persian monarchy for about sixteen years. lie lelt two 
sons, Arghun. and Kevkhaiitu, or Kunjaj th Ivliaun, each of whom, at 
subsequent periods, attained to tlie sovereign power. 

Among the men of genius and letters, who flourished and died dur- 
ing the reign of this^ monarch, w e cannot omit to mention the name of. 
IMoulana J ullaul-ud-dein Ruuiy, the celebrated author of the Messnhi 
sherreif. He was originally of Bkkh ; but from having long resided 
w ith his father, at Lanndah, in^Anatoha, he obtained the appellation, of 
llumian His grandmother is representedto have been a grand-daugh^- 
ter of Siiltan Mahommed the KhauieZmian He W'as born about 
the SIX hundred and fourth, and his death is stated to have taken place 
on the filth of tile latter Jiimmaudy of the six bundled and seventy 

• Marcb 3Ctli, A. D. 1201. +. April lltli, 1281. 
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second of tlie 'Hidjerah."^ We also learn, from a passage in'his’own 
■works, that. the elegant and ingenious Sheikh Saudy of Sheirauz, al- 
though then far advanced inyeais, m as on one occasion presented by his 
minister to AbakaKhaun, and ins guarded compliment to the monarch 
IS on record. 

Klkudadr, enlitledSuLTAN Ahmed, theson of I-Iulauku, third of 
the Persian ,monarchs, of the race of Jengiieiz. ' ' 

Oil the death of Abaka Khaun, it vas determined by a convention 
ofthe principal Ameirs,that Nekudaiif should succeed to the authority 
ofhis deceased brother, to the prejudice and exclusion r" the princes 
his children , and he accordingly assumed the sovereign dignitv, on 
Sundav the thirteenth of the former Rebben, of the six hundred and 
eightieth of the Hidjerah ■\ 

Having pi eviously embraced the doctrines oftlie Koran, this prince 
on Ins accession, assumed the title of Sultan Ahmed, and proceeded 
to restoie to the folloivers of the law of Mahonimed their long lost 
predominance; compromising, however, with tliepln sicians and astro- 
nomers of the Christian and Jevish persuasion, by assigning to each a 
moderate advance in cash from the imperial treasury, in lieu of the 
pensions' which they had enjoyed under Ins predecessors. He conti- 
nued theofficeofVezzeir.toSliunis-ud-dem Mahomniedtlie Joweinian, 
■who united to the zeal of Ins soveieign, Ins own exertions, to promote 
the advancement of their common religion. 

Measures so hostile to the ancient piejudices of their nation, excited 
in several of the members of the imperial family, a most liveiv sensation 
ofjealousy and discontent; and particulaily in Shahzadah Aignun, the 
son of Abaka, who was in possession of the government ot Khorassaun. 
When he had, however, determined on hostility against the authority of 
his uncle, the Shahzadah hastened in the first instance, to secure the 
SLfppoit of Toghatebaur Nu^mn and the bands of the Khraounanss, 
then reputed the fiercest and most warlike of the Moghul tribes ; and 
in this, he appears to haAmbeen successful. Some fruitless attempts rol- 
lowed, to accommodate these differences, without proceeding to ex- 

•Tbe mannsenpt esbibits 054 for the penod of bis birtb, and 772 for that of bis Heath, 
wliirh IS neitbtr consistent with probabilit%, nor iMth the former statement, that h6 died 
during this reign, 

t Second ofJulj,1281. 



tremitv , tind thwcliuving In every instanWfailed, tKb troops of Sultan 
Alniic'd were' finally put lU motion, to gam the eastern frontiers of Azer- 
baijatin , u liilb'Sbahzadah Argln\n u ith all the force he could assemble, 
approached towards the same point. On'the plains ol Auk-khaiijah, 
lie V as, howci er, opposed and entirely defeated, on the first of SufTur, 
of the 1 car six hundred and eighty tiiree,^ by Ally Eynauk,nt the head 
Pf fifteen thousand men, the advanced division ofthetroops of Shltan 
Ahmed. ShahzAdah Arghftn fied precipitation fiom the field of 
battle, and threw himself into the fortress of Kolaut ,'|' m hither he was 
soon aiteru ards pursued b\ hi'^conqucioi. biiltan Alimednou proceed- 
ed, n itfiout further obstacle, to enter Khorassaun , n hilc Arghun, consi- 
dering resistance no longci availing, resolved to hazaid an intcniew 
nith Ally Eynauk, with whom he accordingly held a conference un- 
der the w alls of Kolaut. In return for this proof of his confidence, Ally 
Eynauk accompanied tlie }oung prince into the fort, and finally pre- 
vailed upon him to venture, undci his protection, to the camp of Sultan 
Ahmed. After proceeding several stages, they at last came up with 
the army of the Sultan at Khojaun, where the Shaliz.'ldah was com- 
pelled to st.md forseieral hours exposed to the sun, before he was ad- 
mitted to the presence of his uncle. Haiing been thus sufficiently 
mortified, hewas then sufiered to approach the Sultan, who embraced 
him with much appaient cordiality, consoling him with the expecta- 
tion of being restored to the goveuimcnt ofKhorassaun , after which, 
in a suite of tents set apart for his accommodation, the Shahzadah 
was placed in the custody of a select guard of foul thousand men, 
under the orders of Aruk the brother of Bouka, of whom more here- 
after. 

Unfortiinateh , in these circumstances thcSiiltan, through an impati-t 
ent anxiety to be restored to the society of his wife, w'as led to sepaiate 
liom his army , leaving instructions with Ally Eynauk, by whatever 
means he found practicable, to terminate the existence of ShalizadalK 
Arghun. Sultan Ahmed hed, however, ho sooner quitted the armv 
than Bouica and some of the other Nfiyans concened the design ofsub- 
vertmg his power altogether , and with these views, aftei lamentinn- 

O 

* April IGth, 1284 

+ There appears a plnce of tnis Ihe northward ofRcj— and another beWyeea. 

Tusse and hleru , it was probablj the former. 
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the humiliation brought upon the lineage of Jenguei^:, by the Sultan’s 
apostacyfrom the religious system of his ancestors, andby his minister’s 
partial advancement of the disciples of the Korau, they proposed to t‘ie 
princes of the imperial famih’-on the spot, and to the Ameirsof the 
court, that Hulauju. the young son of Arghun Khaun, should be raised 
to the throne of Hulauku, and that Sultan Ahmed should be still suf- 
fered to retain the subordinate dignity of king ; and they concluded 
by remarking, that the accomplishment of this plan wouldbe most ob- 
viously facilitated by the immediate enlargement of Arghun The 
measure was univcrsallv assented to ; and it was determined to carry 
the design into execution, the moment the obscurity of the approach- 
ing night, was sufficiently advanced to cover their proceedings. 

On Tuesday evening, accordinglv. the eighteenth of the latterReb- 
beia ^the conspirators entered the tents of Arghun, and roused him to 
the apprehension, that the solemn hour was arrived, in "uhich he vas 
to be forever separated from his family, and all that was dear to him 
Bouka took him howe\er bv the hand, and by explaining what as m 
agitation, soon removed his alarm; after u Inch mounting their horses, 
they proceeded, with their utmost celerity to the station of AllvE.'- 
nauk. nhom they surpnsed asleep, on tlie terrace of his pa\ihon. 
Ameir Ally Tumghatchei, (cleik of the signet) one of the depend- 
ants of Bouka, struck off the head of the general v Inle he still reposed 
upon Ills pillow ; and amidst the alarm and confusion M'hich ensued. 
V Inch It IS not difficult to conceive, the greater part of the Siiltan s 
friends and adherents were put to the sword One of them liou- 
ever escaped ; and. overtaking Ins master on the road towards A7er- 
bdM.nin, about four farsangs on that side of Esferaein, informed him 
of the sudden and disastrous revolution, which had occurred to iiis 
aflairs. riuntrcd by the intclli 2 :ence into a state of melancholy and 
despondence., the Sultan shaped Ins course for Soraub, probably in 
Mayandcraun, at this period the residenceof his mother Tuty, or Kuty 
Ivhatiin ; his courtier'^, and principal officers, w ith their follow cr-. hi c 
his better fortune, gradinlh ab.mcionin!r him at ever} stage Sfiuins- 
ud-dem the prime minister, on liis arrnal at Jaujcrcin, proceeded to- 
"vards ls*ahaun troiu w hence lie had it in contemplation to v. itlulr.wv, 

'J iU Cru .t, D. 128-J. 
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by way of Sliirauz, into India ; but from tins latter design, at a subse- A. H 
quent period he receded, through motives of affection for his numerous A. P 1284^ 
dependants, whom he found it repugnant to his feelings to abandon to 
the mercy of a r uidictwc succession. And to these manly sentiments 
he ultimately fell a MCtnn. 

Shahzadah Arghun,Mho had thus providentially triumphed over 
the designs of his adversaries, passed the night of his deliverance, in 
anxious atch fulness for the dann of the succeeding day He then 
recened the congratulations of the princes his relatives, and of the 
ameus, on the preservation of Ins life, and on his unlooked for lestor- 
ation to power. In the mean tune, a camel dispatch was sentoff, by 
Bouka,theheadof the conspiracy, u I'lh instructions to the K.'traounau';':, 
to intercept the retreat and ternunatethe career of Sultan Ahmed , u hilc 
anothei message propeedeJ to require that the Koustchcian, or archei 
mihtia. would eiert themselves to destroy the followers of thofoisakcn 
monarch Argluin, in person, soon engaged in the line oi pursuit. 

The Sultan, on the other hand, on reaching Soranb, was advised 1)}^ 
his mother, nith the feu followers n ho continncd attached to Insfoi- 
tunes, to remain v\ hero he nas , and abide with patience, the giadual 
disclosure ot those crcnls, v Inch must \ct arise from beneath the \cil 
ot futuiity 

Tor some days, the state of his affairs nas concealed from the ser- 
vants of the dowager princess, and each individual, as fanc}'- might 
lead him, was suffered to indulge in conjectuie, until Karanpghaur 3 ’- 
and Sengur Nuyan, two ot the princess’s officers, one morning that 
they attended thepresence of the Sultan, according to custom, ventured, 
to enquire how it happened, that contrary to Ins practice on former 
"Visits, lie should have appeared among them unaccompanied by Ins 
army > The monarch replied, that hav mg made a prisoner of his formi- 
dable adveisary, he had conceived itprudent, as a competent safeguard, 
to leave the whole army in charge of his peison , and tor Ins own part, 
tliat hehad hastened on before, to providefor the passage, and accom- 
modation of his troops Oneot the chieis, who sat "unthout the pavd- 
lion, exclaimed aloud upon this, that what they had heard, "ums a gross 
mis-statement of circumstances , tor that Arghun Khaun had been posi- 
tively raised to the supreme dignity, by a great majority of theSbah^ 
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zklalis^nd principal ndbilUy, and that they were now in actual pur- 
suit of Sultan Ahmed, with the determined purpose of putting him to 
death. If therefore the two Nuyans entertained a genuine regard tor 
the welfare of their country, they would not omit so fair an opportu- 
nity of securing the’ person of the Sultan, against the possibility of es- 
cape. On this disclosuie, the two Ameirs immediately quitted the 
tent, and without further ceiemony, proceeded to cut off all communi- 
cation with the unfortunate and devoted monarch. 

Such was the state of things, when a numerous body of tlie Kar.i- 
ounauss forced the' station of Soraub, and filled every quarter with the 
uproar of pillage and violence ; and at the expiration ot two oi three 
days, the unfortunate Sultan was sent offhand-bound, to meet Ins tri- 
umphant nephew. Agreeable to a custom prevailing among the iSloglhils, 
on the appearance of a vanquished adversary, Arghun is described on 
this occasion, as soon as tke royal captive was conducted to lii-? pre- 
sence, to have made use, looking at his attendants, of the exclamation 
Mercu ' an expression of which, w^hethet it was intended to convey 
irony, or contempt, or insult, or all together, the author does not furn- 
ish us with any explanation. This spoken, he proceeded to celebrate 
his victory, by a liberal circulation of the goblet. But, as recent ex- 
ample bad taught him, \Mthin his owm experienc'e, the hazaid of com- 
mitting to a subjugated iival, the chance of life to avenge his misfor- 
tunes, andthe bittei repentance of which, alone, such uupiudent lenity 
was the source, he immediately delivcied over the person of Sultan 
Ahmed, to the disposal of the sons of Konkitibili, who had been put 
to death either by him, or by his authontjn In letaliatiou torthc blood 
of their father, the avenguig sons proceeded accordinglv, on Thursday 
the tiventy sixth of the formei Jummaudy'^^of the six hundred and eighty 
third of the Hidjeiahy to tear .up, hke his shipwiecked hopes, the 
existence of the unfortunate monarch, when he bad possessed the 
sovereign authority, for a period of about three years one month and 
«eveu days. He lett three sons, Kublantchei, Ajrslantchci, and Bou- 
katchei, ncitherof whom everattained to the imperial dignity. 

Augiiun Kh aux, the son of Abaka Khaun, fourth of the Peisian 
monarch'? of the race ot Jengueiz. 

/ August sth i:nt. 
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However on tlieir determination to subvert the authority of Sultan 
Ahmed, and on their enlargement of Arghiin, it had been, for some rea- 
son or other, agreed upon b'^ the agents of the revolution, to place the 
Aoung Hulauju in nominal possession of tlie sovereign power, the 
‘shabzadahs on the spot, in Azeibaijaun, resolved notwithstanding on 
the death of the Sultan, and on the arrival of that prince in the imperial 
residence, to acknowledge the authority of Arghun Khaun , and he w^as 
accordingli , on the twenty se\ enth of the latter Jummaud^g* at Shour- 
aub on the confines of Y uzleka, with the usual solemnities, publicly 
seated on the throne oflliilauku. 

When a period of festivity of more than ordinary duration had ex- 
pned, and Arghhn Khaun had exiiibited \ery liberal proofs of his 
bounty, towards tin. dillerejit orders of the nobility, he proceeded to 
rewaid the sei\icc of Douka, who was at the same time tlie author of 
his deliverance and of his aggiandizcmcnt, by investing him, as prime 
minister, under the title ofTchingsang tormeily explained, with the 
entire controul ofevers department of the state At the same tune, he 
bestow’ed the goveinment of Baghdad upon Aruk, the brother of the 
minister, w ho had the custody ot his person, for the shoit peiiod of his 
confinement at Khojaun , and he contrived to reconcile his son Hu- 
lauju to his disappointments, lij' lavishing upon him every proof of 
regaid and attachment, short of that power, to whicli he had been so 
prematurely taught to aspire 

It w'as formerly obsenedthat the hte prime minister, Shums-ud-dein 
]\Iabommed, on intelligence of the unexpected revolution in favor of 
Arghun Khaun, w'as making the best of his way towards Isfahaiin ; 
"With the ultimate design ot retiring by sea into HindOistaun A sud- 
den resolution to trust to providence, and resign himselftohis fate, actu- 
ated him, how e^ er, to abandon that design , and he determined to mea- 
sure back his steps, and submit, wuth a good grace, to the authority of 
the new sovereign On his journey he received from Arghun Khaun, 
bj some persons of distinction, a declaration, confirmed under the 
imperial signature, that he had freely forgiven the past, and an assur- 
ance of aliiendlv and honorable reception, it he would repair without 
further delar to the royal presence Encouraged by these assurances, 

' September 9th, 1204. 
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A H. nn-?. Shiims-nc3-dein prosecuted his journey with additional confidence and 
alacrity , and on the tenth of Rudjub"^ he reached the camp, or rcsi- 

ilaboib-ui- (lejice of Ar£!;hiin Khaim, beins; accommodated on his arrival m the pa- 
*^ 0 % r ^ 

' ' ’ vilion of Bouka, the new minister of state. The follow ing day he was 
introduced to the 'sovereign, from wdiom he experienced a very fa\or- 
ablc reception But many days w'eie not suffered to elapse, before 
some envious individuals m his confidence, suq-eested to the Vcz7eir, 
that unless he was on his guard, notwithstanding his present specious 
humility, hew ould soon find his authoiity eclipsed, itnotentirelysupcr- 
seded, through the consummate talents for intrigue of Sliums-ud-dem 
“ Is thine adversary in thy power?” said they, “beware lest thousutlor 
“ him to escape For shouldst thou be imprudent, and he retain the 
“ pow ei of injurv, repentance w ill little ar ail thee ” Such malevolent 
insinuationsdid not fail toproducean impressionon a mind alreadyj'-a- 
lous of his influence , and Bouka, at the earliest private conference 
with his so^erelgn embraced the opportunity of warning him against 
tlie absurdity offorming expectations ofhonorable oi faithful service^ 
from the traitor, w'ho had poisoned his benefactoi, the just and bene- 
•volent Abaka , and ultimately to assure liim, that the stability of hh 
pow er cssentialh depended on the annihilation of this intiiguiiigstatos- 
inan’s existence. 

These and similar arguments finals prevailed w ith Argliun to diicct, 
that the illustrious minister of so many kings, (for he had, for a period 
ol thirtv \ car'=:, cnjo\ cd the highest and most splendid distniclions 
in the ‘^tati ) sliould be brought to answer to the atiocioiis charge of 
lining poisoned liis sovereign A council of the N u vans, or pnncip d 
.\nu'irs, w as accordingl_\ assembled, and Sluims-ud-dcm was broiiglit 

lu'furc them with Ills hands bound, and to the infinite regret ofa w hok 

people, a\1)k!i could not su|)prcss the most bitter lamentations at lie 
umiR fitt d late. In reph to the charges of mismanagement and pti n* 
liiioii he desired itnuEht be understood, th.it lie volnnlarilN adinitttd 
hundred told, all that tlie utmost env\ .uid malignity of his aeeii-" i'-' 

1 o'lhl .'Ih against him ; but ol tie* loul char/e of treason .igaiii^t tie- 
’i:< . tid jor^'-'i ol ins ben factor, In ther in tliouglit, word.ordt-dv 
h ; aUd hisperieet lunoct nct,.uid soh iniil\ dnavouedihc ^bghb 

• S-j n luLer 2lit, iJa i. 
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The materials for the degradation of the minister were how ever in- 
sensibly maturing, in the splendid destiny which awaited the fortunate 
Saud-ud-doulah , a Jew, of a Jewish family long settled at Ebher, w'lio 
W’as introduced into the household of Arghhn Khaun by his talents 
as a physician. This person at an early period of his life, had taken 
up his residence in the metropolis of Baghdild ; and freely associating 
with men of all countries, Turks, as well as Persians and Arabs, con- 
trived to acquire an extensive and intimate knowledge, m their res- 
pective languages Atthesame tune, he obtained a considerable degree 
of insight into the state of the revenues of that once flourishing metp- 
pohs, and into the embezzlements and malversations by w'hiclqmever}' 
direction, the government was defiauded of its lights. While he was 
himself thus employed at Baghdad, some of his nation who had found 
means to establish themselves in the" confidence of Arghun Khaun, 
under some pretext or other, which is not very satisfactoiily explained, 
prevailed upon that monarch to require his attendance at court. 

Soon after the arrival of Saud-ud-doulah, the monarch was attacked 
by some complaint, which rendered the medical talents of the Jew pe- 
culiarly useful , and he prescribed with singular success in alleviating 
the complaint. Onhis visits during theperiodof convalescence, theat- 
tention of the man of physic was directed to ascertain the subjects 
wdiich seemed to contribute more strikingly to interest and amuse his 
patient, and he soon discovered that an inordinate desire to accumu- 
late w'ealth and treasure, was the ruling piopensity of Aighhn Saud- 
ud-doulah then availed himself of the information which he had col- 
lected, to furnish the monaich with some very clear and important 
details, wdth respect to the resources and expenditure of the diflerent 
provinces of the empire, and to those of the government of Baghdad 
in particular. In short he alleged that the minister Bouka, and his 
relatives, had so completely monopolized every species of intelligence, 
that It was next to animpossibility to form a truejudgmentof the state 
of affairs, for in none of the departments under their controul, had they 
left a single item on which to determine the real balances due to the 
imperial treasury. And finally that his biother Aruk, or Arouky, lu'd 
indulged in so manv acts of oppression and arbitrary violence, through- 
out Baghdad and Its dependencies, that justice and her concomitants 
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pnvnte happiness and icpose, like the elegant enibclhshuients ofgfenius 
ami the arts, had totally disappeared fiom the country. 

Inconsequence of these representations, a royal mandate was at last 
issued that' Saud-ud-doulah, accompanied by two Moghul commission- 
cis, should immediatch repair to Baghdad , with authoiily to collect the 
revenues, to investigateJhe conduct of the former officers, to take an 
account of the actual state ‘of the treasury, and to exert their utmost 
assiduity to pre\ent the recurience of the prevailing abuses. In the 
latter part of the six hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah, Saud- 
ud-doulah and his associates proceeded accordingly .to Baghdad , but 
liavino- 111 a vciv short time, raised a large sumot money from the ar- 
real's of the preceding, and from a demand in advance on the collections 
of the curicnt year, he thence returned without delay to the presence 
of Argliun Khauii, whose ruling propensity he amply gratified by the 
unusual d'splay of treasure, and other \aluable pioperty now placed 
at his disposal The satisfaction of the monarch was evinced, among 
othei fa\ors, bv the appointment of Saud-ud-doulah, to the contioul 
of the reienues of Baghdad , where, by resorting to the expedients 
w Inch had proied so productive on the formci occasion, he a second 
tune succeeded in realizing an abundant supply lor the imperial 
treasury, wi-tli which he punctually repaired to the court of Argliun, 
now atKiuikur orKunguraulung, ata subsequentperioddestined to nse 
into the celebrated city o^Stdlaaniah. 

From the contemplation of such a mass of treasuie produced in so 
short atime, Aighun Khaun was easily led to calculate that the sums 
ofwhich Aruk had annually dcfiauded the state, out of the revenues of 
Baghdad alone could not have been much inferior in amount , and 
hence his confidence in the just discrimination, and consummate skill 
of Saud-ud-doulah w'as raised to the highest pitch. The report wdiich 
lieieceived at the same tune, fio'm'Ourdukeia, one of his Tartai col- 
legucs, of the extensive capacity of^^li^e Jew, and ofthe astonishing ad- 
vantages that w ouldbe the result if Iheaffairs of the w'holeempire w ere 
placed under the management of a person, w ho tw ice in so short a pe- 
riod had furnished fiom aTinglc department, so consideiable a supply 
to the imperial treason, lending additional foice to liis owm opinion, 
the E} lektiaim issued w ilhout fui Uicr deliberation an edict annoua- 
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cing tbatwhile the Iinaiirut, or command of the armies, should be hence- 
forth considered as residing in Toghatchaur Nuyan, Ourdukeia, and 
another Moghul chief, Saud-iid-'doulah was to be acknowledged with- 
out limitation, as Vezzeir and sole minister in all affairs of civil au- ' 
thority, and finance And moreover, that while the Ameirs of the 
empire of whatever lank or dignity, were positively forbidden to make 
any represe.ntation to the throne without his concurrence, Saud-ud- 
donlah was himself, on the contiary, to have fiee and unquestioned 
access to the presence of the sovereign, whenever he had matters to ■ 
communicate, without previous consultation with any one whatever 

Saud-ud-doulah having become thus invested with such extensile 
authority, the reputation of Bouka Tchingsang lapidly declined , and 
his enemies, Avho had long been on the watch for such an opportunity, 
caaerlv availed themsehes of the occasion tobnns: to the recollection 
of Arghfin, the base ingratitude with which this man had betia3ed the 
confidence reposed in him b^' Sultan Ahmed, his former master , nei- 
ther did they omit to remark, how trifling his resources at that period, 
in comparison with what he had since acquiied, in his immoderate 
wealth, and in the numeious soldiery retained to seive under his stand- 
aid. Hence the awe with which every branch of the impeiial familv 
looked up to his opinion, and hence the implicit obedience to everi 
thing which he chose to dictate. A pi udent pi ince, said' they, would 
not be regardless of the proceedings of such a man — would hasten on 
the contrary tocuitail him of the means of acting over again, v ith im- 
punity, the same lessons of treason and ingiatitude. These, and other 
argumt!nts, which \veie not wanting to awaken the jealousy of themon- 
arch, soon w louglit in the mind of Arghun, an entire change to the 
piejudice of Bouka, and the disgiace of the falling minister became 
complete, when, not long afterwards, both he and his dependants were 
directed to deliver ovei without delay, into other hands, the whole of 

u 1 1 0 

the public records hitherto cntiustj?d Jothem, and to withdraw forever, 
from all further employment in the state. 

In order to avenge the disgrace, Bouka on his part immediately de- 
termined on foiming a conspiracy to subvert the authority of his so- 
vereign , and with that object be now dispatched a confidential message 
to Joushkaub the son of Jermaughun, and grandson of HulaukO, at 
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this peiiod resuhng at^^omc place, Inch he had cho';en for hi<^ abode, 
on the banks of the Euphrates. Tlie design ol the mcsbagc after an- ; 
nouncing the displeasure into hichhehad fallen n ith Arghun Khaun, 
through the jealousy and intrigues of his enemies, \\as to communi- 
cate to the prince, a proposal to assert his claim to the throne of his 
rrrandfather , and a promise, that he oukl, on his appearance in Azer- 
haijaun, immediately join him m ith a numerous paity of his adherents 
horn he had already engaged to promote the enterprise TheShahzadah, 
though taken bj surprise, did not hesitate as to the principle by which 
he Mas to be governed on the occasion. He informed the messenger 
that, under piesenl circumstance'^, it nas impossible to place any re- 
liance on the statements ot mIhcIi he had been the bearer , but if his 
concurrence was in am shapethouglit ot imporlaiicctothcundertakuig, 
a listot the puncipal duels engaged to-^uppoit it. and a w ntten detail 
ot the plan in contemplation, would at once secure his confidence, 
and remoieall his doubts on the subject. The agent hastened back 
to his einploxer, and having obtained from him the written proofs re- 
qnned, soon afterw ards returned, and placed them in the hands ofthc 
Shahzadali , by whom lie was now directed to apprize his master, that 
on a certain night he, theShahzadah, w ould be in the camp ot Arghun , 
and that it ivas e^pectcd that Boukaand his part\ w’ould be readj m 
arms, to support him, in the uliiiiiate execulion ot the design against 
/ the tile and aulhoriU of ihcir imjierial adversary 

In the mean time, nothing w’as further from the intention of Joush- 
kaub than any measure of hostilitv against the person or scovernment 
of his /iinswan , on the contrary he was deliberating on the speediest 
means of making him acquainted with the designs of Ins degraded min- 
ister Atlasthedetermined to behimselftlie bearer of his intelligence, 
and ha\ mg provided againstreaching thecamp, on the night fi.Ked upon 
fortbe appearance of the conspirators, hehastened, the follow mg morn- 
ing, to the presence of Arghun Khaun, to whom he made a full disclo- 
sure of the plan in agitation tosubveit his authority Arghun refused 

at first, to gn e credit to the information , but the paper containing the 
list of Bouka s accomplices, together with their w'ritten engagement, 
being shewn toliim,liis doubts gave way toliis indignation, and a strong 
dll ision was sent oflf w ithout delay, to attack the quarters of Bouka, and 


\ H G87-08 
A D 

Habeib-us- 
sej r. 



690 


A. H. C88-90. to bung him m bonds to the foot of the thione. The lebel'liowevei ob- 
A D 1289-91, tamed some intimation of his dangei, and contiived for the present to 
liabeib-iis- escape to the camp of Ouljai Khatun (probably Ouljaitu), where he 
had the effrontery to demand an investigation of^his conduct His 
guilt was established on the clearest proofs , and the Sh'ahz^dah whom 
he had endeavored to seduce into rebellion, at' the same time that he 
was his accuser, consented to become his executioner, and struck ofi' 
his head with his own hand. ’ ' ' ' ^ 


For a period of two yeais subsequent to this event, m spite of the 
antipathies of an adverse religion, the author is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Saud-ud-doulah the fortunate Israelite, continued to direct 
the machine of government with' a success, which raised tlie empire to 
a pitch of almost unexampled pi osperit}’^ and splendor And, although 
he is reproached with having distributed eveiy 'employment of the 
state, between his brothersand relatives, 3mt, at the conclusion of the 
peiiod to which we have alluded, with a tieasuie of one thousand to- 
inauns, or ten millions of dinaurs of gold,* in the imperial exchequer, 
such was the moderation' and uniform -integrity- of their deportment, 
that not 'a single complaint of violence, or injustice in any shape, was 
heard against them from any part of this wide extended monarchy. In 
themeantime, the proofs of his soveieign's bounty descended iipoh this 
highly favored minister in rapid succession, and every returning day 
brought with it some fresh accumulation of dignity and honor, until 
the famihant}’^ with which he w'as permitted to approach the person of 
his master, made him at last forgetful of his place, and of the respect 
which was due to the majesty of the throne. Hence on one occasion, 
while engaged at dice with tiie' monarch, in making a throw, he inad- 
vertently stretched out his leg from benedth his robe , and one of the 
Taitarnoblescominginattlie instant proceeded to upbraid him,inbitter 
terms, with the grossness of the indecorum, and wuth the contumaci- 
ous insolence wuth which he presumed to comport himself, under the 
accumulated favors of an indulgent sovereign. Saud-ud-doulah en- 
deavored to apologize, by explaining that a sudden pain in his knee^ 
had been the cause of an inattention so apparently disrespectful , and 
that he conceived it would be a mark of folly, if e\en in this instance, 

he had refused toobe;' thecommandsofso just and considerate a monarch. 


*4,583,3331. Gs 3fl jlllie lowest tomput.iUuii. 
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. His exorbitant power had, however, by this time become extremely A. H goo-oo. 
obnoxious to the courtiers and piiiicrpal Ameirs; all of whom now A. D. 1289 0 1. 

united in a combination to destroy him,n ith Toughan Nuyan, a pow- 

- s I sc\ r • 

crhil noble M hose pride had been, in some point or other, moie parti- 
cular! v oflended. But the design was carcfulh concealed, until mat- 
ters should be perfectly ripe for its execution. In his progress to gran- 
deur, the inini<=;tcr had, itscems, at first outwardly c\ inccda disposition 
to fa\or, if not to associate in the doctiines of hlahommedism , and 
this spirit It was that, perad\ enture, dictated the letters dispatched in 
Ramzaun of the \car six hundred and eighty eight’" to Baghdad, pro- 
\ ulingforthc protection and accommodation of the pilgnmstoMekkah. 

But, w hen he became thoroughlv intoxicated w ith bis good fortune, hia 
pride and anogance at last exceeded e\en that of the impious race of 
Aud ■\ and both he and his profligate relatn es, and the miscreants of 
bh nation, proceeded w ithout sciuple, to insult and deride the sacred 
piinciples of Islim 

In short the im])iet} of Saiid-ud-doulah w'as at last carried to such 
a pitch, that, wheneier an opportuniti occurred, lie employed every 
ai sument to inculcate into his niastei . that the divine mission of his illus- 
liious ancestor JengueizhaMiigdcsccnded tohimb) ajust inheritance, 
ho possessed through the goodness of heaven, all the means that were 
requisite, not only for the consolidation of a mighty monarchy, but, 
w henever he thought proper, for establishing, like the prophet of the 
Arabs, a new' system of religion of his own, on the abiogalion of eveiy 
pieMOUs codeoffnith, thathadhithcrtosubsisted in the world, Arghun 
Khaun whose avaricious disposition had confirmed him the adversary 
ofeicrv Mussulman derived fiom these arguments fiesh pretences for 
their persecution, and humiliation; and a mandate w^as now' issued, 
ordaimngthat forthefuture, none who professed the religion ofthelvor- 
an, should on any consideration be employed in the collections , nay, 
fuitheimoie, the^^w'ere rigorously excluded, by thesamemandate, from 
holding, any intercourse w hate ver w'lth the imperial residence. To 
complete the climax of his impieties, the minister, brought bis mis- 
guided sovereign finally to resolv'e on polluting the sacied sanctuary 

* September, A D 1289 

i Described m the preliminar% discourse toSa'leX Kwtji, p p 8, and the following. 



592 


A. H..690. of the Kaaubah, by the re-establishment of idolatry within its hal- 
A D. 1291 lowed walls ; and on converting the Mahomraedans, and every subject 
Habeib-us gfliis authority, from the worship of the true God, to the absurd and 
impious adoration of stocks and stones. 

In the very zenith of his power, these alleged maligrtant designs were 
however, suddenly' suspended by the hand of destiny. His sovereign 
' was seized with a dangerous illness, which was soon found to resist 
the powers of medicine ; and the ministerbegan to trembleat that ven- 
geance which he had justly to apprehend from an enraged nobility 
It was in vain that he had recourse to various expedients to disarm ' 
the resentment of his enemies, and to recover his popularity. The 
dissolution of his master was finally ascertained to be at hand, and he 
sought by privately dispatching into Khorassaun, to invite Shahz&dah 
Ghazan, afterwai ds emperor, to repair wi th all possible expedi tion to the 
, imperial residence, in order to shield himselfundertheprotectionofthat 
prince against the swords of the exasperated Ameifs. His intentions 
could not however escape the vigilance of the powerful party combined 
against him. A conference ivas immediately held at the quarters of 
Toghatchaur, one of the most distinguished Nuyans, where it was re- 
solved, in the first instance, to destroy or make away with the prin- 
cipal adherentsofSaud-ud-doulah ; and this was carried into immediate 
execution. They then secured the person of the minister , and after 
he had been suffered to languish for several days, in a state of the 
most agonizing suspense and apprehension, in the custody of Togbat- 
chaur, they ultimately put a period to his existence. 

Arghun Khaun did not long survive the fate of his^minister He died, 
at his gardens in the territory of Arran, on Tuesday the third ofthe for- 
mer Rebbeia of the six hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah ,* to the 
great relief of every friend oflslhm, and to the equal mortification of 
all that were hostile to the law of Mahommed His reign appears to 
have occupied a period of about six years .and six months. He left 
four sons, Ghazan Khaun, Beissuteymur, Ouljaitu Sultan, and Khatai 
Oghul , of whom the first and third at succeeding periods, attained to 
the sovereign power. 


• March 4tb, 1291. 
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The (lecitkil pait which this monarch look against llic religions 
s\sicni, which prc\ ailed throughout iii'^ domimoii';, might .iiistilv the 
npprchen‘;ion that his char.u lor w oiild he unfavorahlv clclmealcd , and 
\ct hi«! memorv appears to ha\e escaped that ohlo(]\iv to which it was 
exposed from the \iolenceol Mahommednn prejudice. 

Among the learned cotemporaries ol Arirhun Khaim w'c cannot omit 
touK'iuion tlienamcof Xassrr-ud-dein Aluliillah Beiravn \ , the author 
ol the Niraum-ul-lowaurikli. a chronicle freijiumtlv rcTerred toby ori- 
ental \M Iters, who died in the six hundred and ninet\ second ol the 
llidieiali 

Kl\ k h \ VTi . or Ciux.i \ t tl K ira i x the son of Ahaka. fifth ol the 
Poisian monau hs ol the race ol .leiigiu i/. 

Throngli the culpable ueeheence ol transcribers, the name of this 
monarch has hcen indilTi'rcnils committeil to recoid in the manner 
above pcrfixed , but it havine been observed b\ iMir?a Ulugh Beg in 
Ills histon of the four tribes, tint tlie word Kevkiiautu must origin- 
all\ have been w ntloii 'IVliev gliautnn which Ixarsinthc Moghnldia- 
lect tlie positive signiricalion of (dcr taiijeh nndaii/,) the 

anllior w liom vv c have ( liosen lor onr guide h.is assigned the preleionce 
to the former method * 

Under his brotiiei’s authorilvx KejkhaiUu appears to have held the 
govcrnmeiitol Kiim,or\\f sU«rn Anatolia, and on tlie rleath ofihat brother, 
111 the m.'unt r ]ust related, tlie w liolc of the pi ineipal A men s now con- 
curred in deputing Algu//y (jiuckaun one o( then numbci, loappri/e 
him of the recent event , to announce to him his accession to the sov or- 
cign power, and to request Ins immediate jrroscnce at the residence of 
the imperial authoiity, at this penod permanently cslablislied cither 
at Tebrciz, or some of the towns in tlie iicighboihood They had 
how ever scarcely dispatched thciragent, when a din’erence of opinion 
arose among the same Ameirs, with respect to the succession in which 
they had so recently concurred , Togliatchaur,and another duel, openly 
declaring for B:iidu Oghul,theson ot Teraghai, the son oi IJulaukh, to 
whom, m Ins retreat at Baghdad, a lettci was accordingly wiilien, vvutU 

• In tl.c Khohusut-u] all.bnur v;c fin.l nc^crlliclcss, that ihc sjmc nutli<,r. oi lus Uaus, 
senber, in\'auably writes Ibc name Gnnj.itun 
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A. 11 690^61. a tender of the vacant throne. But, with a consideration unusuallv 
A. D 1201-92. djsinterested, for the claims of his kinsman, Bliidfl peiemptoiily de- 
Habeib-us- the offer. 

S0\ J" 

On theother hand, when tliedeath ofhisbiotherwasannouncedto him 
by the person deputed for the puipose, Keykhautli hastened without 
delay towaids Azerbaijaun ; many of the nobility proceeding at the 
same time as far as Alatauk, towards the source of the Aboras, Aias, 
or Araxes, to meet, and congiatulate himon his elevation And on Sun- 
/ day the twenty fouith of Rudjub of the six hundred and ninetieth of 
the Hidjerahj'^in the presence of a general diet of the states of the em- 
pire, he publicly ascended with the usual solemnities, the throne of 
I-Iulaukd, some of the Ameirs submitting to his authoiity with unab 
' fected Zealand coidiality, while others were constrained to acknow- 
ledge his power, with an exterior ofsatisfaction which but ill accorded 
with then pi ivate feelings 

When some days had been devoted without interruption to the 
ordinary festlvltle^ of the occasion, Keykhauth did notfail to summons 
the disaffected Ameirs to answer for then conduct , and Toghatchaiir 
and Kenjekbaul in paiticular, were condemned to atone uiidei the 
the bastinado, for their declared predilection in favor of another, after 
which they were exempted fiom fuithei punishment, and received to 
pardon, thioiigh the mediation of some of the hloghul chiefs in tlie 
interest of the new sovereign. The presence of Keykliautu being soon 
afterwards required to quell some disturbances in Anatolia, he was 
compelled, on the fouith of the succeeding month of Ramzaun,| to 
make the best of his way to that province. His seciet enemies among 
the Ameirs, and the Shahzadahs his relatives, immediately took advantage 
of his absence to excite commotions against his government , but le- 
tuining unexpectedly, and in triumph, into AzerbJtijaun, m the latter 
Jummaudy of the six hundred and ninety fiist of the Hidjerah,^ he 
ably vindicated Ins power, restored submission to his authority, and, 
\Mth a moderation raiely exhibited by the victor, bestowed upon his 
vanquished adversaries the most liberal pioofs of kindness and indul- 
gence. He now conferred the dignity of Ameii-ul-umra, or lieuten- 
ant general of the empire on Auk Bouka Bahaudei , and on the sivtb 
Jul^ 21st, 1291. t August 29tb, A.D 1291. J May A. D. 1293 
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of Zillnuljcof Ihe same >car ,* title of Siulchirialiaun, he con- A. H. G91-93 

sij^necl the otticeof Vczzcir, or minister of civil alTairs, to Suddci-ud- -Aj^D_l^94 

dcin Ahmed, the Zeniaunian. ^ ^ 

The testimony of historians is uniform in bestowing upon Ke> khau- 
tun, the cliamctcr of the most liberal and munificent of the race of Hul- 
anlvu , a disposition ^^hlch he earned indeed to such excess, that m 
the course of a ^c^^ hniitod period, he contri\cd to dissipate, among 
the Shahzadalis and Aniens of Ins court, the whole of the treasures 
nccumnlatcdh} his jircdecessors. A general enlargement of prisoners 
in the earlvpartof his rci2:n,and his nnilorm attention to the repose and 
liappincss ol his people, bc'^poke the mildness and pliilantliropy of his 
heert, .tiid his repugnance to tlicen'usion of human blood was so great, 
that the \\ hole pel lod of Ins authority did not furnish a single example 
of the puinshnient of death ^^’ith all these amiable qualities theEvl- 
khauniaii monarch was, ncve^thele^s, so wretchcdlv enslaved to his 
sensual and nicgnlai nidnlgenocs, and particular!} to an inordinate 
p,'’‘!Sion for women, that m order to gratify this latiei, he seized with- 
out scruple, and w itli unblushing efl'ronter} , on the wives and daugh- 
ters of the subjects ol his pow or, fiom the highest Ameirto the meanest 
peasant, and of c\cry tribe and complexion But. these repeated \i- 
olatioiis of the most sacied lights of societ\ teiminated, as they justly 
should lia\e done, ni Ins ultimate desti notion 

In the mean time, our attention will be de\otcd to the recital of 
some inteicsting paiticulars in the administration of his Vezzeir. 
KhaiijahSuddurjahann Ahmed, who derived Ins oiiginaltrom afamilv 
, winch had long exercised llic ollicc ol Kanzy, at Zenjaun, and wdio 
commenced Ins career in the sen ice of Toghatchaur ISiGyan Having 
succeeded to the prime ministry, through the sole preference of Ke\ k- 
hautu, he receued from Ins sovereign every mark of distinction in his 
pow er to bestow , and if a disposition equally bountiful and libeial wnth 
Ins own, could justify the choice, the monaich had no reason toreoret 
the pieference But, vciy shortly after Ins accession to power, the 
Tezzeir proceeded to exclude the Ameirs of the empne fiom all inter- 
ference in the councils of government, and wnthont communicatino- 
with them many shape, to regulate athisown entire discretion every de- 

' 01 ember 17th, 1292. 
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A. H. 691-98. paYtment of the state. Hence a combination was formed among the 
A D. 1292-94. -principal inhabitants of Tebreiz to represent toKeykhautA, the decay 
liubeib-u3- wliich his armies and military equipments had fallen 

through the blind piesumption of the ministei, who had arbitral ily un- 
dei taken, on his own private decisions, to disposeof the resources of 
the empire. Keykhauth did not hesitate to ascribe the remonstrance 
. to an Ignoble motn e of jealousy, and in this behcfimmediately issued a 
fiesh decree, by which the entire -authority of the monarchy, from the 
banks of the Oxus to the confines of Egypt, was vested without con- 
tioul in the hands of Suddur-jahaun ; whom he furthei empoweied to 
proceed against his accusers to any extiemity that he might concene 
commensurate with his injuries Availing himself of these extraordi- 
nary powers the minister hastened to lay his adversaries in bonds , bat 
when they had in some degiee atoned, by the indignities to which they 
Were thus exposed, foi tlieir malevolent attack, he took, at the expir- 
ation of a few days, compassion on their sufferings, andfieely forgave 
them all. 

The boundless and indiscriminate liberality of the monarch, com- 
bined with a magnificence not less prodigal on the part of his minister, 
had soon exhausted the treasury, of every description of specie ; and a 
destructive disease among thecattle thioughout the empire, producing 
at thesame time, additional demands on thebenevolence of KeykhautO, 
theVezzeir found himself at alossfoi the means of supplying even the 
necessary expences of the imperial household. In these circumstan- 
ces, a variety of plans were discussed in older to remove the difficulty , 
and amongotheis, Ezz-ud-dem Muzuffei, an officer of the revenue, of 
' great acuteness and ability in his department,* and who was possibly 

not over scrupulous about the means so that the ends were accom- 
plished, pioposed in the room of specie to introduce a paper exchange, 
5 imdai to what had been long since established in China, and the terri- 
tories of the Kaauns, or Tartar sovereigns , and thus, by substituting 
amedium for theobjects of trade and commercial intercourse, ultimate- 
ly to transfer into the imperial treasury, the wholeof the gold and silver 
of the country, and without the slightest prejudice to the interests of 

* The epithet of Sheireir applied to him, conveys an ambiguous meauing, either acittc 
shre\\d knave perhaps. 
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indn iduals, to create amost material addition of strength and vigor to the 
inonarchv. A debt of five hundred tomaun‘5,orfivcmilhons ofdinaurs,^ 
ofuhich the treasury presented no piol'^'hle source ol lirpiidation, and 
the daily exigoncics ol the government for which he must indispens ibly 
pro\ ide, urged thc\ cv/eirtonttcnd tothcnovelsuggesstionot.Mvizuner, 
andheaccordinglvpioceeded in coniunetion u ith Piillaud Ichingsang, 
the nunistei ot the court of China and Tartai\ , to communicate to liis 
sovereign this aHigid absurd, and impracticable plan. 

Ke\khautu uas casiU led to concui in a measuie which promised 
to supplv such abundant resources for h.s prodigality , and an edict 
was luuucdiateh issued, under Ins aiithonty, Irom thcnce-forwaid 
slnetK prohibiting throughout his dominions the use ol the precious 
metals either as the medium oi tiade, orin any species of manufacture, 
furthei than w a-^ cvprcsslv required for the personal ser\ ice ot the 
monaich Coldsuuths and embroiderers were proscribed their em- 
ploy menis, and as a buhstitution tor sjiecie, it w asdiiected l\\dtslai7ij),'\ 
Ol banking bouses, shouhl be torthwith established in every city and 
prineipal low n, throughout the se\ cral pros luccs ol Azerbayiaun, Ara- 
bian and Persian Irak, Diaurbekir, Khuzistaun, Farss, and Ivhorass- 
amijCompiisingtheextcnt ot the Pci'sian empire, at thisperiod. Agents 
were, at the same tune, ajipoiuted to carry the decree into execution, 
in every district , and it was turtliermore ordained, that when they en- 
gaged on an\ expedition, vo\ age, or lourncy m trade, the go\crnors of 
])ro\ inces, and all mei chants should supply themseh es, in lieu of cash, 
witliTchao, or hank notes , and, as an indemnity tor their loss of em- 
plovment, as well as to pre\ ent them trom ha\ mg recourse to their res- 
pective piofessions, It was finally announced that all goldsmiths, Ser- 
aufs, or money changers, and embroiderers, oi manutactureis m gold and 
silver,wouldbe paid axiei tain annual stipend in noteSiUt the established 
banks. 

In consequence of this singular arrangement, a tch^o-khaunah, or 
banking house, was i mined latel} erected, at a considerable expence, in 
e\eiy principal town throughout the empire Butin order to enable 
us to founsome competent judgment on the subject, the author pro-» 

*2,i!91GCGr 13s 4d at the lowest compulation. 
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ceecls to state that the Tchuo was an oblong square piece of paper, con- 
taining a shoit inscription in Khataian, or Chinese characters, and ex- 
hibiting on each side the Mahominedan. confession of faith, asserting 
that there is no God but God, and that Mahommed is the messenger 
of God ' with the terms Eiientchei and'-Routchei, titles winch seem 
to have been bestowed by the K^afis of Khatai, upon the Persianmon- 
archs. In the middle of the note was described a circle, within which 
was expressed the value, from one half to ten dirhems,* together with 
the declaiation, that in the year six hundred and ninety three, his im- 
perial majesty had instituted that species of -bank paper, for the cur- 
rency of his dominions , which, on pain of the most serious punish- 
ments, to themselves, their wives, and their children, his liege subjects' 
were thence-foivvaid to make use of m all the transactions of life. 

Thepromulgation of this decree appears to have occasioned the most 
extensive alarmamong alldescriptions of people, but more immediately 
in the metropolis of Tebreiz , wdiere its objects were carried into actual 
execution, in themonthofZilkaudahof the six hundred and ninety third 
of the Hidjerah * For two oi three days, the shopkeepers and retail 
dealeis endeavored through compulsion, togive currency to these notes, 
111 the ordinaiy transactions of the inaiket B-ut at the expiration of 
that short peiiod, raanyoftlie more opulent inhabilants, apprehensive 
of the serious injury which they ivere likely to sustam in their pro- 
perty, could no longer toleiate u hat they conceived to besogiievous 
an imposition, and lied the town , while otheis, at the same time that 
through terror of the displeasuie of government, they continued to 
keep open the doois of their shops, neveitheless carefully secreted 
eveij' article of clothing and subsistance. The general and domestic 
inconvenience, which was the immediate result, produced the most 
1 lolcnt agitation , and thewdioleremainingpopulationof Tebieiz united, 
with loud clamours, to complain of the obnoXious measure, and to exe- 
crate the author of it, Ezz-ud-dein Muzuffei, who fell, according to 
some historians, an immediate sacrifice to the rage of the disorderly 
multitude TliepassageoftheKaiavauns from one piovince to anotlier 
now ceased, and eveiy species oftrade, andcommercial inteicourse nus 
totally at an end. 

" From- two pence three farthings, to four sliillings aud seven pence, 

• October, 1291. 
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In sucli circumstances of alarm and embarassmcnt, it is not strange 
that the vezzeir should have united %\ith the Amens ofthe court, in 
representing to Keykhautu that the bank-note system appeared fraught 
'"With rum to his people, and extinction to the revenues of the state; 
and that if it were suffered to continue in force, but for a very few days 
longer, the result might prove most calamitous, if not fatal to his for- 
tune and government. Neithei did it requireany great exertion of rea- 
soning, to prevail upon the monarch to listen to this appeal , and he 
consented ivithout hesitation to rescind the decreej which seemed to 
threaten''such inauspicious consequences. Those of the inhabitants 
who had abandoned the city immediatelv returned to their dwellings, 
and the country was soon restored to its former state 6f prosperity and 
abundance. 

The manner m which, m defiance of every principle of justice and 
decoium, Keykhautu dared to force to hts licentious propensities the 
wives and daughters of everj^ class of his subjects, and moie particularly 
those of the Mabommedans,'has aheady been intimated. It is therefore 
notsurpiising that, smarting undei the recollection ofsuch gross and ac- 
cumulated injuries, thevshouldat last have unitedinaspiutof determin- 
ed liostilitj’- against his go\ einment, and should have looked with anxi- 
ous expectation, foi the developeinentof some favorable crisis to relieve 
themselies from the cruel insults, to uhicli they ivere perpetually ex- 
posed The mtempeiate excesses of the monaich did not keep them 
longm suspense One cveningat Alahtauk,forsome conceived offence 
Ilia fit of drunken rll humour, he directed Aj atKvilj^ one of his officeis, 
to inflict several blous upon his kinsman, BftiduOghul, the grandson of 
Hulanku. Next morning, wdien he w'as recovered from the effects of 
his debauch, the monarch evinced the utmost regret for wdiat had pas- 
sed , and in order to make the most ample reparation in his power for 
the insult, he immediately assembled his whole court, and taking the 
diadem fiom hisown bro\\ s to place it on thoseof his offended kinsman, 
pioceededm then presence to offer every apology for his conduct. The 
haughty ISloghul, though deeply incensed, conceived it however at 
that moment, unseasonable to exhibit any symptoms of dissatisfaction ; 
and he accordingly consented to pass the day in mirth and conviviality^ 
as if all Mere buiied in oblivion. 
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A H 693-94, The discontented Ameirs, •who were privately on the watch for their 
A. D. 1294 95 oppoitunity, and no sooner discovered the secietdispleasure which was 

Habeib-us- brooding 'in the mind of Baidii, than they obtained an interview with 
scvr# 

that pi in ce , and, on his piomise to advance from Baghdad in the course of 
the ensuing year, they readily entered into an engagement to join his 
standard, against the tyrant by whom he had been insulted. The 
Shahzadahs, who werenotassociated in the conspiracy, had quitted the 
court, and retired to their estates in the provinces , but in the middle 
of winter receiving intelligence of the designs in agitation, they trans- 
mitted to Keykhautun, wuthout the smallest delajq a full disclosure of 
•wdiat they had learnt, together wi th the names of all concerned m the com- 
bination Three of the leaders of the conspiiacy were immediately 
seized and imprisoned, by Keykhautii , but Toghatchaur Niiyan, the 
fermenting principleof the mischief, being unaccountably left at large, 
omitted not to avail himseltof the circumstance to dispatch an exjiress 
to Baghdad, urgingthe immediate depaiture foi Azerb^ijau'n, of Baidu, 
as he tendeied his hopes of realizing their just expectations of success. 
In compliance wuth this request Baidu instantly put his troops m mo- 
tion for Persian Irak. 

Keykhautu, who w as at this period at Ins residence in the districtof 
Arran in the peninsula of the Khrr and Oias, hastened on intelligence 
of the hostile approach of hiskinsman, toTebieiz, fiom whence he dis- 
patched an advanced guard of five thousand men, under Neinauk, or 
Teynauk, or some such name, to check the maich of the insuigents- 
Aukbouka, and the tiaitor Toghatchaur^ followed shortly afterwards 
■with twm toinauns, or divisionsoften thousandeacb, and on the third of 
the former Jummaudy, of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
Ilidjerah,* the monarch in person, at the head of the main body of the 
armj . proceeded in the same direction. The advanced guard under 
Teynauk wms soon engaged with thelight troopsof the enemy, although 
the issue is not explained ; but when they had marched together m 
concert for two days, Toghatchaur, on the morning of the third, pro- 
ceeded w ith his division in advance, wi thou tad\’Tsing with his collegue r 
although, wdien required to account for his behaviour, he asigned as 
liisreason, the scarcity of forage and water. lYhichforthe present allayed 

* March IDth, 1295, 
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tlie suspicions thatlind been awabened againsthun. Contmuing liow- 
e\er Ins separate march on the fourlli day, AuUboiika became again 
Jealous oflns intentions; aiul in more peicmptorN terms, sent to demand 
an explanation of his conduct, so diamcti tCiillv at varniiice with the s^ s- 
tern of military arrangement established by their superior^; rogh- 
atchanr now boldly threw off the mask ; tiiid announced in repK , that 


hitherto, indeed, as Aincii-ul-hmra, oi lieutenant-general of the cm- 
piie underlhc authoriU orKc\ klpiutu, hisobedienrc was due to Auk- 
boiika , but ciicumstances being now materially altered, by the trans- 
ler ot tliat important chaige to himself, under the more recent aiithoi- 
it\ of Baidil Ivliauii. he must be excused li he considered himself no 
longer subject to the orders of anN other jierson Such a communi- 
cation was not calculated to diminish the apprehensions ol Aukbouka, 
and the troops of his division, like a torrent o\ ei flow ing its banks, 
proceeding in crouds to join the standaul ol the revoltei, he found it 
expedient, w ith the few w ho continued firm to their allegiance, to seek 
the presence ot his maslci 

hen apjirised ot the u n fat orahlc train, into which his affairs had 
been thiown by this unexjM-cted desertion, Kc\khaulu expressed a. 
dosiie to withdraw , unmediatelN into thcconfincs ol the Anatolian pen- 
insula , l)ut, to someol his courtiers, w hose prudence and fidcht\ wmre 
pcrliaps eciually questionable, sueh a step ajipeared inexpedient, and 
he was prevailed upon to proceed, on the contrary, tow aids Ebhei, 
a little to the southwaid ot Sultauniah At such a crisis, TouukkeL 
Ku\an, who had been but recently sent witli a numeious hodv of 
tioojis, into Gni jestaun, oi Georgia, suddenly re-appeaied , .ind being 
yoincd by the disaffected Amens, wlio had contrived to make then es- 
cape from imprisonment at Tebreiz, all together, spnried on by the most 
determined and inveterate hostility, pushed tor thc'campot Keykhautu 
The unfortunate monarch w'as^ soon alterw'ards seized, and dclnered 
up into the hands ot his rebellious nobility, by whom, on Thurs- 
day the sixth of the latter Jummaiuly, ot the six hundred and ninety: 
fourth oi the Ilidjcrah^ he w^as finally put to death, w lu n he had ex- 
ercised the sovereign authority for the exact period ot thiee years and 
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nine months. He left three sons, Ulafreng, Iransh^ih, and Jungpullaud, 
neither of whom ever attained to the imperial power. 

Baidu Khaun, theson ofTeraghai, sixth of the Persian monarchs 
of the race of Jengueiz. , 

The destiny of Ke3'khautu having been determined in the manner 
just recorded, by the swoids ofa rebellious austociacy, Toghatchaur, 
with most of the Amcirs of the empire, hastened without further de- 
la}^ to join the standard of Baidu , whom, before the close of the month 
of Jummaudj', in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, they seated on the 
throne of Hulauku. The festivities incident to his inauguration being 
also at an end, the new' sovereign proceeded to regulate the more im- 
portant concerns of the monarchy. To Toghatchaur, who had been 
so conspicuouslj' instrumental to his elevation, he confirmed the dig- 
nity of Ameir-ul-umra, to w Inch he further annexed the government of 

« ^ tr . Diaurbekir- and Rum Suddur Jahaun was removed from the Viz- 
liAirDu Khaun, 

Vlth oftbePcrso- zaurut, w'hich w'as bestowed upon J uinmaul-ud-dein Dustjerdauny , 
jengui/iaus the superseded minister being nevertheless, appointed to preserve or- 

der and tranquillit}', m the provinces of Dianrbekir and Rfim, as the 
lieutenant of Toghatchaur, The tomauns of Irak Aj'em w'ere consigned 
to TiMaudai, and Kenjek, or Kentchekbal, w as nominated to the super- 
intendance of Shubangaurah. Of the ministers of the late monarch, 
Aukbonka, -and Tavnju were both put to death ; others w'ere recened 
to pardon, and in particular A^'at Ivuhythe oHicerwdio,at the instanceof 
Insmaster, hadstruck tbeprinceat Alatauk, and whom, in consequence 
of his bold and manly rephy when taxed wuth an offence forwdiich he 
was no further responsible, than as having wuthout scruple, obeyed-' 
the commands of his then sovereign, the new monarch veiy honorably 
eni oiled in the establishment more immediatelv attached to Ins person 
Baidu w'as, however, scarcely well seated on his throne, when he dis- 
covered that he was to combat for it, wuth a moie formidable rival m 
the person ofShahzhdah Ghazan, theson of i^rghun Ivhaun, who ac- 
companied bj' AmeirNorouzGhauzzv, soon afterwards entered Azer- 
b^ijaun , to w'hose tortune he was constrained to vield, and ultimateiv, 
brim-tull to sw'allow to the dregs, the bitter draught so lecentlj' ad- 
ministered to the unhappy Keykhautu Thereiyn ot Baidu did not 
extejid be^'ond the short period of five months , but the circumstances 
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of h\s fall w\ll l>c more particulaily cleta.lecl under the history of his 
Mctonous compctitoi, which next demands our attention. 

SuLTAX Ma 11 MUD, or sometimes MAnoMMHD Gjiazan Khaun, 
the son of Arghnn Khaun, seventh of the Peismn monarchs of the race 
of .Tchsiueiz. 

Fiom the sincrnlar complacency with \\ Inch the "Mussnlman writers 
appear to dwell upon Ins memoiv,\\c arc induced to recur, with our 
author, to the earliest c\cnls of the life of this pi nice. 

Ills birth is stated to have taken place at Sultamloweni in the de- 
pondenev of Astcrabad, aiul proiince of iSIazandoraun, on Fridav the 
tweiiti ninth of the latter Uehbcia, of the six Inindrrd and seventieth 
of the llid)crah ^ The paitieular veai is indeed omitted m the ma- 
nuscript , but as he is icprescnted to hare been in the tenth year of 
Ins age, at the death of Ins giandfathcr Abaka> wc have ventured to 
supply the onnssion 

On the death of Abaka, at whose court he had rcceii cd his education 
from the age of three vears, he hastened to lom his father, Arclnm 
Khaun , on whose subsequent triumph oier Sultan Ahmed, and ele- 
vation to the soveieign dignity, in the mx hundred and cighti ilnrd of 
the Hidjerah, he was invested with the Government of Khorassaun 
And in that pioimcc, some veais alterwauls, it fell to the lot of the 
^oung prince to contend against the \alour k 1 expeiirncc of Amen 
JS'ojoiiz. the m\ eterate foe of infidels in geneial, and of the Moghuls m 
particuhar This warlike cliieftaui was the son of Arghun Agu,.w ho, 
uiuicr different monarchs ot the race of Jenguciz, had exercised the 
functio’'3 of government, in some or other of the piovinces of the 
Persian empire, foi a period of nine and thirkv years Ameir Norouz 
had early embiaced the tenets ot Isslam, and, on all occasions, had. 
e\ meed the most ardent zeal in its mteiests, and advancement In 
Zilhudje ofthe six hundred and eighty seventh of the Hidjerah,f-soon 
after Aighun Khaun had found it expedient to make an example of 
his minister Bouka Tchingsang, Noiouz, who was connected by the 
strongest ties of triendship w itli that minister, withdrew in discontent 
to his winter quarters at Dermfijcid , and there entered into a conspir- 
acy with the Sliahzadah Keiislioui, his sister’s husband, and some of 
* December 3rd, A D 1271 -J Januaiy, 1289 
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tile Ameirs of Khorassaun, against the provincial government of Gh^- 
zan Khaun. On the eighth of the former Rebbeia of the year six hun- 
dred and eighty right, lie unexpcrtcdly surrounded that prince m 
his camp at Kcshcfrud , but by some rh.iiicc or other, suffered him to 
escape into his nati\ c province of Mazandcraun. On his arm al m that 
country, GiiaZiUi immediately ser/rd ihcpcrson ofhis brother lliilaujfi, 
in M hose support Norou/ had declared himself to have taken arms, 
and‘jenthim in safe custody to his fathci’s presence, after which, hav- 
ing re-assembled Ills scattered tioojis, he retui ned to make head against 
the insurgents. On the fillccnth of tlic latter Rebbcia.’l' in the terri- 
tor\ ot llaudegaiin, a battle ensued bctu een the adverse parties, m 
nhich Norouz was signallv \ictorious, acrjuiriny at the same time an 
immense liooty, and exalting the fame of his exploits to the higliest 
pitch of glory. 

For part of the ensuing \Mnler.:j; Shah/adah Ghazan remained inac- 
ti\ c at Kalbous, another dependency ot Asterabad , but alter a repose of 
foi ty da} s, during which he had been joined bva pow erfnlieintorcement , 
dispatched to his aid b3Gus father, under Baidu, and Touzcin Nman, 
lie maiched without further delav, to try the issue of another conflict 
■withNorouz The latter ad\anced to meet him from tlie side of Rau- 
degaun , but discovering, on his arrival at Jermoghaiin, that his force 
’I’vas inadequate to the hazard of a contest mth the Shahzadah, v ith any 
leasonable prospect of success, he took the sudden resolution of retir- 
ing across the Jeyhun, into western Tartary. He a as pursued to the 
gates of Ilerat, by Ghazan Kbaun, A\ho returned however, after con- 
tinuing some time on the plains of Hazaurjereibs \Mth a considerable 
booty, to pass the remainder of the winter at Neyshapur The spring 
of six hundred and eighty nine,§ the young prince enjoyed among the 
delicious meads ofRaudegaun ; andin the succeeding summer, he re- 
moved to Torfm (bordering on the Kohestaun), from whence he dis- 
missed Baidft Oghul, with the greater part of the reinforcements from 
Ir^kand Azerbbijaun Towaids the close of the summer, he proceeded 
to a station in the neighborhood of Serkhess, called Shersebeil, and 
there encamped. 

^ March 301h, 1289. i- May Gtb, 1289.' 
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While he remained in his encampment at this place, reports were A, 11. G04. 
continually conveyed to him of the hostile designs of Keydii Khaun ; ^ ^ 
vhom, on\is rctrkat into Turlcestaiin, Norou-^ Beg had never ceased 
to impoituiic with 1 cprcscntalions of the facility, v ith which liemiglit 
achic\e ilie concircst of Ivhor.is'^auii ITis solicitations at last pre- 
\ ailed, and that monarch confiding the execution of the design to his 
son inlaw, Areklemiir, tlic latter, some time in the 690th ot the Ilid- 
lerah, crossed the jVmuNah, or lowci Oxus, accompanied by Nor- 
on?, at the head ol thlrt^ thousand \etcran cavalry. Shahzt'tdah 
Gliazan and the A mens undci hi'? orders, conceued that this was a 
torce against u Inch they were not possessed of the means of resistance, 
and tlicy accoulinglv evacuated the proMiicc, retreating with their 
utmost ccleiit} all the wa\ to Semnaun, on the borders of Persian 
lialv and iMazandciauii llaMiig pursued them as tar as Jour, the 
troops of Arcktemur and Norou? extended their ra%eges through great 
part of Kliorassauii, acquitting themsehes, with siifticient actmty 
and effect, in the cuicl work ot pillage and slaughter. But, in e\ery 
district through which they jiassed in ihcir return, tlie oppressed in- 
habitants, wheneter it could be undertaken wiili advantage, by night 
and b} day, tailed not to harrass their invaders w ith incessant attacks, 
so that by the time they reached Baudgheiss, tlie} discovered that 
they had lost, in a manner for which they could not account, ver}’’ 
liule short of five thousand horse. Such a circumstance awakened 
some suspicions in the mind of Arektemiir , and he gai e a proot of the 
duection in which tliey tended, by condcn'ining his auxiliary Norouz 
to the discipline of the cane, or perhaps of the bastinado 
In the mean time, intelligence w as announced of the death of Arghun 
Khaun, and of the accession of Ke} khautu , events wdiich w ere made 
knowm to Ghazan during his abode atSemnaun Whence, after exhi- 
biting the usual proofs of sorrow^ on the demise of his father, the young 

prince proceeded atfiist tow aids Damawmnd, possibly Damaghaun, retir- 
ing ultimately toSultandowein,theplaceofhis nativity. At that place, 
die w-as not long afterwards joined by the Shahz^dah Ambartcliei, with 
the Ameirs Touldai, or Thlad.di, and Kenjekbaul, dispatched by Key- 
khautfi, at the head of a chosen detachment of troops to his support. 
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deliberately swore to him, that if the monarch would permit him to 
depart his camp without further delay, he would engage to deliver 
Gh&.zan, bound hand and foot, into the custody of his officers. B&idtl 
inconsiderately fell into the snare; and on the fifteenth of Rudjub,^ 
both Norouz and Boukitemur received permission to return to their 
master, whom on the twenty seventh of the same month,-]* they joined 
in perfect secuiity at Feyrouzkoh. All that had passed in their con- 
feiences with his uncle was punctually reported to the nephew ; and 
to his infinite mortification, B&idu was soon afterwards apprized in a 
dispatch fiomNorouz himself, that he had been completely out-witted. 

On the fouith of the month of Shabaiin,^ in performance of his en- 
gagement with Amen Norouz, and in the presence of a certain eminent 
doctorof the name of Shaikh Sudder-ud-deinlbiauhim, Ghazan Khaun 
proceeded to make his public profession of Issl^m , and not much less 
than one bundled thousand ofhis nation are represented to have followed 
his example, on the same day 

Shbrtly after this, the agent who had been dispatched on his part, to 
receive the investiture of the government of Shirauz, retuinecl to in'- 
foim the Shahzadah, that the lieutenant of Farss had refused both to 
resign his trust, and to pay any attention tothe orders conveyed to him. 
This lekindling his lesentraent with no slight degree of violence, Gh^- 
zan gave immediate orders to prepare afresh, foi an expedition into 
Azerbaijaun. In the mean time, Sudder Jahaun Ahmed the Zenjaun- 
lan, who had been nominated as aheady seen, to take chaige of the 
affairs of the province of Rum, suddenly quitted the road to that pro- 
vince, and stiiking through Guilan, on the seventh of the month of 
Shavaul,^ succeeded in joining thearmy of the Shahzadah, still at Fey- 
rouzkbh. He was received with distinguished favor, and at his eai- 
liest opportunity, having previously stipulated with the prince, that he _ 
should on his part, when he had triumphed over his adversaries engage 
to the^utmost of his power, to confiim and stabilitate the interests of 
the true faith, to restore the charitable endowments instituted by the 
monarchs offormei times, and to relinquish the property ot those who 
should fall in battle, to such as possessed the claims of legitimate in- 
heritance, pledged himselfto conduct Norouz, by a way thiough Gui- 
* Jlay 29tb, 1295. tJKae lOtb. t June 171b, § august 18tb. 
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Ian, that should lender him absolute master of the destiny of B^idA. 
To these several stipulations, the Shahzadah subsciibed without the 
smallest reserve , and on Friday the fifteenth of ShavauT ofthe six hun- 
dred and ninety fourth ofthe Hidjerah,^ finally advanced on the direct 
route towaids Azerbiijaun. While Ameir Norouz proceeded the same 
time, by forced marches, and through extraordinary difficulties of coun- 
tiy through Guilan, by a road which brought him, by midnight of a 
certain date, to a station from whence, in two days journey he coufd 
leach the camp of Bjlidfi. From this station he conveyed intelligence 
of his approach to Toghatchaur, and the othei chiefs engaged in the 
conspiracy, who uere no sooner apprized of his arrival, than, like his 
better fortune, thej abandoned the standard of their soveieign, and 
hastened to join that of Norouz. 

The defection of these chiefs determined Baidfi, on the fifteenth of 
the month of Zilkaudah,|' to break upthecamp which he had formed 
on ^he Seffeidrfid, or white river, 'and to retire with considerable pre- 
cipitation, by the route of Oujaun and Marend, towards Georgia , 
v hileNorouz, after dispatchingto announce theeventto theShahzadah, 
hastened nith bis utmost celerity in puisuit of the fugitive. On the 
confiiiesofNeklitchuaun, the unfortunate monarch was overtaken and 
secured, by the advanced guard of Norouz^s divisio.n,, and he was con- 
veyed without delay to that general at Tebieiz From thence he was 
further dispatched tow^ards Oujaun, by this time the head quarters of 
GhazanKliaun Thisdeterminedhisdestmy. Hismaster of the horse 
was now employed by the Shahz^dali, to meet and destioy his unfor- 
tunate relative ^ whose existence was accordingly put a period to, on 
Wednesday thetw^enty thirdofZilkaudah, ofthe six hundred audnmety 
fourth of the Hidjeiah + 

The power of Baidu becoming thus finally extinct, through the as- 
cendancy of Shahzadah Ghazan’s better star, and the ardent zeal of 
AmeirNorouz, the victor prince on the twenty ninth day of Zilhudje, 
the last of the 691-th ofthe Hidjerah,§ publicly seated himself on the 
throne of Hhlauku. On the same day he issued a mandate, requiring 
every Moghul subject to Ins authonW, to abjure, on pain of death, 
the errors of infidelity and idolatry, and to make immediate and public 
• August SC'lb 7 September 24lh. J October 2nd. t No\ ember 8lh, \ D 129a,. 
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profession of Isslam ; further slgnif3^rng his pleasure that the dis- 
ciples of the book, or advocates of divine levelation, adverting to the 
different sects of jews and Christians, already tributary to his exche- 
quer, should on no pi etence be persecuted with exactions or impositions, 
bejond hat was expressly authorized by the strict letter of the law. 

Here then properlj'- commences the reigu of Ghazan Khaun. To 
leave, however, nothing unperformed, that could in any shape contri- 
bute to secure the stability of his power, he proceeded shortly after- 
wards, toKarabaugh of Aran, in the peninsula of the Kurr and iVboras , 
where, m conformity with the practice of his predecessors, having 
summoned a KurilL\i, or grand convention of the Ameirs of the empire. 
He received on his throne, a wiitten pledge of fealty and allegiance, 
from the princes of his blood, and from the Avhole of the Khauns and 
Nuvans there assembled , closing the ceremonj^ with a sumptuous 
entertainment, splendid in proportion to the exalted rank of the donor. 

Among other ciicumstanccs, with which the new monaich conceived 
it of importance to distinguish the commenceraentof lusreign, he caus- 
ed the AUuvigha2{, or imperial seal of state, to be altered Irom a quad- 
rangular, to an oval shape, consideied the most auspicious, as it is 
the most elegant of all forms, and on this, he at the same time di- 
rected to be engraved, the confession of faith, La-illauh,<S:c. Hefurther 
oidered that all letters and state papeis should, for the futuie, invciii- 
ably open with the sentence, Bhsiuil-lauh-iti i aheim — in 

the name of God the most merciful, most beneficent and he finally 
made it known to all under his authority, that every decree, pension, 
or grant, formerly enacted or established in favor of the disciples of the 
Korin, should be held, to all intents and puiposes, in undiminislied 
foice. The dignitj'' of x\meir-ul-umra, with the supeimtendance of 
his armies, he conferred upon Noronz, and the Vizzaurut, oi civil ad- 
ministration, was assigned to the veteian statesman, Su Idur-jahaun. 

In the first year of the reign of Ghazan Khaun, intelligence from 

V. 

Khorassaun announced that a powerful arinj'^^iom western Tirkestaun 
had crossedtheOxus, underOujai theson ofBerauk,or Berrac Khaun; 
whom the militai v chiefs of the pro\ ince declared then inability to re- 
sist, unless their anxious expectationsof powerful support ivere speed- 
ilv luifilled. Conceiving' that this aggression could be eflectuallv 



repelled by no other aim than that of the experienced and warlike No- 
louz, Ghazan Khann immediately dispatched that able chief, at the 
head of a numerous force, to lelievethe province from the outrages of 
invasion. The Tcheghatavan Tartais, on information of the approach 
of Norouz, put themselves in immediate retreat, being dicadfully har- 
rassed, and ultimately driven across the Amuyah with infinite loss and 
disgrace, by that general Norouz then returned in triumph to the 
presence of his sovereign, who accumulated upon him fresh honorsand 
rewards. On the other hand, Suddur Jahaun, w'ho fell under some 
suspicion of embezzlement in the revenue, was about the same period 
desrraded from the Yizzauiut, and his office transferred to JummauL- 
ud-dein Dustjerdauny. 

A powerful partv among the hloghiM Shahzfidahs and Ameirs, who 
continued secretly hostile to the recent le-exaltation of the influence 
of IssJam, A\as forming in the mean time against Norouz, whose des- 
tiuction they solemnly engaged to produce, by exciting against him the 
indignation of his soiereign , and thus once more to conveit the sacred 
edifices, devoted lo the pure iitesof Alahommedan worship, into the 
temples of Christian superstition, and the unhallowed dens of a more 
detestable idolatry. But, before their plans could he brought to ma- 
turity, the safety of the empire again required, in Khorassaun, the ser- 
vices ofNorouz , two of the Ameirs w ho had conspired to destroy him, 
being unsuspectingly ordered bv Gh^zan Khaun, to accompany him into 
that province. It was therefoie now determined among the conspira- 
tois, instead of looking forwaid to a contingency Avhich might never 
occur, that their two associates who were proceeding with Noiouz, 
should, at a certain fixed' period, on reaching the holders of Khoras- 
saun, put that chieftain to death , wdiile twm ot their accomplices, Aus- 
teymilr, and Arslan, should in Azerb^ijaiin put a period to the exis- 
tence of Ghazan Before they ai rived in Khorassaun, however, Beis- 
soiika, and Boul^i, the twm chiefs who attended Norouz, in the ex- 
pectation that he would gladly associate in their design, conceived it 
expedient by a confidential messenger, to communicate what was la 
agitation, to Shahzadah Taghtchu The Shahzadah affected to concur , 
but pnvatelv -dispatched to acquaint Norouz with all that had been 
discoi ered to him, ot the plot laid tor his destruction. 
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Thus seasonably apprized of his danger, Norouz, on the night air- 
pointed for the execution of the design, secretly withdrew from hia 
camp, placing the whole ofhis tioops at a convenient distance, in am- 
buscade. Hence, when at midnight, Beissouka andBoul^ii, armed and 
accoutred at all points, entered the camp of Norouz, and found it thus^ 
entirely and unaccountably abandoned; their suspicions were immedi- 
ately alarmed, and they addressed themselves without delay to escape 
by flight. In this the}'^ were also fiustrated , for the veteran Ameir, sud- 
denly rushing from his ambush, entirely intercepted their retreat, and 
they were with the whole of then followers, eitliercut to pieces or taken 
prisoners. Boul^u and Beissouka, or Souka, as he is indilFerenlly de- 
nominated, who had fallen alive into the hands of their exasperated 
collegue, were both put to death the following day , while dispatches 
were transmitted without loss of time to communicate to Ghazan Khaun 
the objects of the conspiracy. 

Conceiving that the design against Noiouz was m the course of ex- 
ecution in Khoras^aun, Auste3’^mAr and Arslan, with a foimidable body 
of insurgents whom they had raised in Azerbiijaun, were pioceeding 
to attack the peison of Ghazan Khaun , while thatprince, aheady aware 
of their object, with equal eagerness and lesolution advanced to oppose 
them. In the neighborhood of Beylekaun, at no great distance fromi 
the banks of the Aboias, he gave them battle , and Austeymfir, with 
'some of the biavest of the insurgeTits having fallen in the action, the 
remainder betook themselves to flight They weie, however, closely 
pursued, and for the gi eater part overtaken at different stages, and ul- 
timately put to death , not less than five piinces of the blood of Jen- 
gueiz, and seven andthirtj^ Ameirs of the most distinguished ordei, per- 
ishing by thesword of the executioner, within the period of one month. 
These events were followed by ex traordi naiy rejoicings amongall classes 
of Mahomjnedans , it being generally undeistood that if the authois 
of the insurrection had been triumphant, Issl^m would have been again 
exposed to the most serious evils. 

In the early part of Mohuirim’* of the six hundred and ninety sixth, 
of the Hidjerah, having been but a short time before icprieved, almost 
from under the axe of the executioner, through the timely intervea- 

• October, 1296. 
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tion of Ilerkctlauk N6yan, Suddur Jahaiin was once more restored to 
the Yizzaurut, on the disgrace anddeath of J ummaul-ud-dein. But, as 
this ministerhad some reason to conceive that Ameir Norouz had been, 
oneway or other, cineflv instiumental to his recent supersession, he 
determined to make it the object of his unceasing study, to bnngabout 

I 

the humiliation of that distinguished commander. In the spring of 
the year,* while Ghazan kept his court at Hamadaun, he accordingly 
availed himself of the opportunity, to fix upon Norouz, the suspicion 
that he was carrying on a traitorous correspondence with the Sdltan of 
Egypt, for the express purpose of destroying his own sovereign. In 
order to suppoit the foul cliarge with adequate proof, he proceeded to 
forge some letteis, as having passed between Norouz and theEgyptian 
prince, and during the conviviality of an entertainment, contiived to 
conicy them into some part of the dross of a person ot the name of 
Kayssar who occasionally travelled between Persia and Egypt, and of 
IladjyBeg, the brother ol Norouz The charge against his general 
was now brought to the notice of Ghuzan Khaun, in so determined a 
shape, that it could notprudently be withheld from investigation, and 
Kayssar. and Hadjy Beg being summoned to the presence ot the mon- 
arch, the alleged correspondence was immediately discovered, where 
It had been perfidiously disposed of, upon then persons. The Egvptian 
traveller was beaten to death w ith clubs, upon thespot , and Hadjy Beg, 
together with all the family ot Norouz, whose residence in Irak had 
placed them within the leach of their enemies, were all condemned to 
perish by various methods of execution. The Ameirs Hountai and 
Ilerkedauk Nuvan, with two tomauns, or divisions often thousand 
each, were at the same time,oidered to march immediately into Khor- 
assaun, rvith instructions not to leturn, until they had accomplished 
thedestruction of Noiouz, A fuither division of thearmy under Ameir 
Kfitluk Shah proceeded in the same direction, shortly afterwards, to 
secure the attainment of this object. 

Intelligence of these severe and fatal examples of liis mastei’s ven- 
geance, was communicated to Norouz at Neyshaphr, where he pro- 
ceeded to consult with his principal followers, as to the measures 
which, under such alarming circumstances of danger, it would be ad» 
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visable to pursue , declaring', at the same time, his own opinion in favor 
of retiring to Herat, to demand the protection of Melek Fakher-ud- 
dem Guerret, orKirrct, the independent prince of tliat place, who was 
married to his niece, and on Avhose good faith and honor, he had other 
reasons for reposing his utmost confidence. Others, alleged on this 
occasion tohave reasoned with greater pi udence,obseived that the Mo- 
ghfils’ surest bulwark was to be found in the unlimited rancre of the 
plains ; and that it behoved their general to beware of cooping himself 
up within the walls of Herat, or of placing too greet a reliance on the 
doubtful attachment of its pnnee Norouz adheied, houever, to his 
oun judgment , and the greater part ot his Ameirs, finding their coun- 
sels disregarded, with the whole of their followmis, shoitlj' aftcnvaids 
abandoned him to his destiny. AVith four hundied men, w ho continued 
still resolved to abide the issue of his fate, Noiouz now' hastened to 
Herat, where he w'as received w'lth every testimony of satisfaction by 
blelck Fakher-ud-deiii , who lodged him and his follow'ers, foi their 
greater convenience and secuiity, in the castle of Fkhtiaur-ud-dein. 
A few days afterwards, Ameir Kiitluk Shah with his army encamped 
under the w’alls of Ileiat, and immediatelv commenced the most \i- 
goious operations loi the reduction of the place 

Reiving on the strength of the w oiks, and on the numbers and bia- 
lerv of tlie Ghourian garrison, b\ wdiich they were defended. Amen 
Norouz, one dav lu private conveisation with the assoc latcs of his dcs- 
tinv, could not forbear congratulating hmisell on the fclicilv with 
V. Inch he had cliosen an as> him , and expressing his .is-surcd con\ iclion, 
that all the cflorls of Kiitluk .Shah to make himself inastei of it, nuist 
leiminate in disgrace and defeat. To this, one of his li lends c entured 
to remark in repl\ , that lor Ins own jiart his apinoheiisioiib did not in 
truth, pioci f d somuch fiom the effortsof Kiitluk Sliah w itlioiit, as fioiii 
the dubious fidelitN of the Giiounaiis w itlim the w .ills J Ic w as there- 
fore ot opinion, that the p/Tson of Molek bakhci-ud-dein should bo 
innned'ati h sci iiied. and couumtttd to sate cnslod\ , tli.it Ann irNoi- 
(>u. s'loiild hiu'-olf will. out drl.iy uiidoitaki* the dcliine ol the ( it\ : 

'. ltd tli.'t w hen he should ha\e rcheccd Inmst if Iroiu ( \lcinal daieaei, 
be lotUiurnng bis ad.or-arns to wilhdr.iw Iro-n tin sj^ge, it woiiM 
bt ^t'l! in 1 IS j.ow sr to make ..mend" for this .'Ct of ti tiipoiiirc \ lolcin e, 
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bv restoinig his relative to authority. ’With a magnanimity woi thy ofa 
better late, Aiueir Noiouz renounced without hesitation, a plan by 
wdiich he should incui so foul a chaigc of ingratitude, and breach of 
hospitality. The conveisalion wMsJiow'ever, unfortunately overheard 
by a Seiestaunian chief, who listened wuihout the pavilion, and wdio 
instantly communicated the suhiect of it to Alelek Fakher-ud-dein ; 
and a resolution was adopted b} tliat chief, on the advice ofliis ameirs, 
to secure the person of Noioiiz w ithout delay, and to deliver him up 
to the mcicy ol his enemies 

Such a icsolulion taken, Melek Fakhcr-ud-dein repaired to the re- 
sulenceofXoiou/, and witl; an apparent solicitude for Ins safety, pro- 
posed that he should detach his best and most futhfirl soldieis to de- 
fend the jinncipal gates oftlie toum , on ihepictext, thatin a gaiiison 
composed of so inanv diflercnt nations, some conspiracy mioht even- 
tually be lormed to betiay them to the besiegers Ascribing the pro- 
posal to the most (riondly moti\ cs, and wiihont the slightest suspicion 
of Its pcindious tcndenci, Koroiiz immcdiateh sent off the whole of 
'Ills followers, areiy few only excepted, to ihedifTcrcnt gates, and was 
thus left to the protection of not more than tlnce or four attendants 
In such a situation, Fakhei-ud-dcin cmplovcd four of Ins captains, 
with adivi''ion of Ghourians, to seize Ins unsuspectmgguest.. 

Noiouz happened at the moment to be on the ramparts of the clta- 
del, amusing himself with Ins bow^ and arrow^s ; \vlirch as oppoitunity 
offered, andlhc} exposed themsches to Ins-vie\r. he discharged at the 
besiegers Just as he w^as stooping dowm to rectify some defect in his 
bow stung, the Ghourians suddenly made then appearance, each bear- 
ing in Ins band the door of an apartment, taken off the hinges, on 
winch the gallant chief demanded, without however exhibiting any 
concern, the object of tins visit Taii]-ud-dcin Yelduz, one of the cap- 
tains replied, that they were sent by Fakhei-nd-dein, with the mater- 
ials winch he saw- m then hands, to construct a breast w^ork, m order 
to piotectlnm from the darts and otliei imssdes of the enemy Xoiouz 
obser\ed, that it w'as all \-ery w^ell, and agam applied himself to the 
re-adjustment of his bow^ Yelauz then advanced and stiuck him an 
unexpected blow on the temple wnth his inacc , while the Ghourians 
undei Ins command rushed on, and succeeded m seeming the unfor-- 
T OL. u. -t 
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tunate Ameir without further difficulty. He was now conducted, with 
his hands hound, and a bruised and battered visage, to the presence of" 
hlelek Fakhei-ud-dcin, who was just approaching the gate of the ci- 
tadel, at the head of two hundred hoise. 

The catastiophe ma)'^ be easily foreseen. The unhappy Norouz, wuth 
his followeis, w^as conveyed straight to the camp of Kiitliik Shah, who, 
in the usual course of summary justice, with his own hand instantly 
struck off ins head. It was finally transmitted to the presence ofhis^ 
sovereign , by Avhose directions it was suspended to a gibbet, as an 
example to the disaffected, and furnishing another sti iking proof of 
the inconstancy of fortune, and ofthe instability of human gieatness. 
The death of this able chieftain is stated to have taken place on the 
twenty second ofShavaul, ofthe six hundred and ninety sixth of the 
Hidjeiah.^'^ 

A disorderly and restless banditti had been permitted, under the 
appellation of Nikoudrians, sometime after the accession of Ghi?izan 
Khaun, to settle in different paits of Persian Irak , but asthey could not 
be restrained from indulging in their natural habits of a predatory life, 
•which were continually breaking out into some act or othei of robbery 
and violence upon the public, the monarch was at last compelled to 
exact from them a formal engagement, that if for the future they should, 
in any shape, be found guilty of the enormities of which his subjects 
W'ere perpetually complaining against them, their lives and pioperty 
W'ere to be considered as forfeited to the state. In consequence of this 
arrangement, on the occurrence of any theft or robbeiy on the highway, 
the magistrates invaiiably seized upon the Nikoudrians, and rendered 
them immediately responsdile for the offence. But, as it mightsoine 
times happen that they should suffer when innocent, tl ey became 
at last weary of perpetual persecution , suddenly quitted the pro- 
vince without the sanction of the sovereign authority, and, passing 
through the Kohestaun, made the best of their wav to Herat, where 
thev claimed the piotection of the same Melek Fakher-ud-dcin, re- 
cently adverted to From that chief they expeiienceda favorable re- 
ception , and he readilv consented to furnish them vv ith horses and arms, 
and a w arraut, moreov cr, under his authority to exercise their profession 

• August mil, 1297. 
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of phuKlcr nnd \ loleilce, alon^ the frontiers of Khorassaun ; in which 
the} soon after engaged, to the infinite loss and annoyance of the uii- 
iortunate inhabitants exposed to their haiharons incursions. 

X)riven to extremity b\ the unceasing depredations of this banditti, 
the natn cs of Kiiorassaun no longei deferred to carry their demands for 
redress to the presence of Ghazan Khaun , and that monarch determined 
to make the chastizement ot their oppressors the object of his imme- 
diate, and most serious attention. In the course of the six hundred 
and ninety sc\ciith ot the Hubeiah, his brother Bundah Oghul, the 
same y ho on his accession to the throne obtained the appellations of 
Ouliaitii Sultan, .ind Sultan Mahommed Khodabundah. then lesidrng 
rn I\Iazaiideraun, \ias accordingU nominated to conduct a powcifut 
expedition, to ayeiitre the wroncts ot Khorassaun By his iiistiuctions, 
lieMasin the first instance to demand from MMek Fakhei-ud-dein, an 
immediate and unconditional surrender ol the Nikoudnans undcrhis 
jirotection , and in case of the slightest demur on the part of that 
])rince.he «as without further pi eliminary to lay siege to Herat. But 
^\llcn he had accomplished the reduction of that place, he was to pr&- 
ceed to the ultimate ob|ect of tiie enterpnse , the total extirpation of 
the deprodatois who had excited such displeasure, w ithout leaying a 
Aestmeoi their hated race to create further mischief to the world. 

On his ain\ al at Ne\shapiii, Ouljaitu accordingly dispatched an 
agent to announce to iMcdek Fakhcr-ud-dein, the object ot liis appear- 
ance in such force in his neighboihood, and to make the rlemand w Inch 
he w as autliorired to do, on the part of his brother , and as Fakher-ud- 
dein evinced equal unw illingncss, and delay to accord wuth the princi- 
pal points of the demand, hostilities shortly after commenced betweea 
bun and Ouljaitvl. But, wdien these had continued for some tune, aa 
accoinircdation wasbiouglit about, through the intervention of Shaikh 
Shaliaiib-ud-dein Jaumy , the inhabitants ot Herat, as a ransom from 
the further calamities that might ensue, consenting to pay to the Mo-‘ 
ghhl piince.the sum of one hujidied thousand Kobeiky, or Kopeiky 
dinaurs * Ouljaitu appears then to have withdrawn to Ins own pro- 
vince, without an\ tin thcrexertion 

’'572911 133 4(1 nt the highest, and 458331 Gs. 8(1 al the lowest computation Ko- 
lieik has, with tolerable credibility, bicn considcTed the Copec of the Russians, 
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A. D. 1298-99. on the sovereignty, through the absurd and wicked suggestions of an 
Hjbeib us- mipostor vho pretended to dive into the events of futurity, and wlio 
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" ' presumed to foretel, that within the pciiod of forty days he should 
ascend the throne of Persia, Shahzadah Taltchu, or Ta^nju, became 
obnoxious to his imperial relatne, and his design being seasonably 
betrayed, he was, together with the x-Vmeirs attached to him, and the 
wretched wizard wdio had imposed upon him, w itliout ceremony con- 
demned to suffer by the hand of the executioner. 

In the latter Jummaudy of the yeai six hundred and ninety eight, f a 
party of the Ameirs of the coui t, headed by Kutb-ud-dein and Mueyen- 
ud-dein Khorassauin% seized a faiorable oppoitunity of bringing be- 
fore theirsovere'ignachargeofmalversation, and con uptpractices against 
the minister Suddurjahaun , whicli terminated in the arrest of that able 
statesman, on the seventeenth ofRudjub. On the nineteenth his con- 
duct was investigated, and he was condemned to die, and two da 3 's 
afterwards, f one of his hands being held b}’’ Ameir Soutai, and the 
other b}’’ Pehlewaun IMelek the Ghounan, hew^as, in pui^uance of his 
sentence, cut through the middle b}^ Kutliik Shah Ntivan. His bro- 
ther Kutb-e-jahaiin, whom thev could accuse of no other offence but 
that of consanguinity with the unfoitunate Vezzen, suffered b}'’ a si- 
milar death at Tebreiz, exactly a month arterwards. At the close of 
thesame 3 *ear, on his departure from Tebreiz forOujaun, and on his w a}' 
to pass the wunterat Baghdad, Ghazan Khaun conferred theVizzaurut 
conjoinll}^ with the entire contioul of affairs during his absence, on 
two ver 3 ’'^minent literar}’’ characters, Khaiijah Reshid-ud-dein Pazzel- 
ullah, or Fadlallah, the authoi of the Tankh Gliazaunv, and Jaummia- 
ul-tow'a'uiikh, andSaud-ud dein S^wjv , theformer equally distinguish- 
ed for hisattainments in philosophyand pb\ sic. and In* Ins reputation as 
a w ritei of oriental history, and thelattei not less celebiated foi his skill 
in theology and arithmetic. 

Shortly attei wards', as if the heavenl}* bodies were jealous of this 
mark of a sovereign’s predilection for the fav orites of science, there oc- 
curred a conjunction of the malignant planets ^^lars and Satuin,^‘ m 

'March, 12S9 t \pnJ 22ncl 

tXcraiin-c n'-lic'ceiu, as that of Jupiter aotl ^ cmis isc''llccl llie Rcrdun-c-Sauclcin — l!iC 
fortunate conjunclioa. 
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Cancer, tlie earth’s ascendant. This was succeeded by so total a fail- A, It. ooa 

lire of ram, that then atersofthe thrcc£Ti cat ri\cr‘:, the Oxus, thcTigns, ' 

and the Nile, (wc know not w by tlicEuphrates should ha\c been ex- Hahcib us- 

cluded) uciodiied up to a dcgice equally alarming and unprecedented ‘ 

A dre.Kilul famine and pestilence ensued, the lattei, uliicli attacked 
the human frame in a peculiar manner,** being described to have swept 
aua> from the ciU ol Shirauz alone, not less than fifty thousand per- 
sons. llefore he had \ct recovered from the contemplation of these 
irricious afllictions, intelligence was brought to Ghc\zan Kliaun, that 
four thousand ol the lionps of M^ilek Nausser, Sultan of Egypt, the 
brother ol Se\ i-ud-dein‘lvu]laiMin surnamed the basilisk, had suddenly 
bloke into the teinlor} ol .Maidein, and llauss-ul-eync, both tributary 
to the Persian monarch and alter commitlin:x the most cruel ravasres, 
had succeeded m can > mg off into slavery, vast ntimhers of the defence- 
less voiiKMi and children ol his Mussulman subjects 

This dating insult awakened in the miml ol Ghazan, a full measure 
ol indignation , and he lelc Tebrciz, on the nineteenth ofSuffui ofthc 
SIX hniidred and nmetv-mnth ot the Ilidjerah,^ ti ith ninety thousand 
horse, and MX months’ pro\ isions, foi the invasion of S} ria On his ar- 
ii\al at N’ssehein, hen as entertained uilh singular and sumptuous 
liosiutality l)y Nudjiu-ud-dein, the tnhutaiy Sultan ol iMardein From 
Diauibekii he jiiocecdcd \Mlhout obstacle to Alejipo , the reduction of 
•^^blch be lion ever tliouglit it convenient to postpone, until he should 
haic secured his supci lorilv iii the fiehl, m a conflict with the Egypti- 
an In the neighborhood of Aleppo he’reviewed his troops, and m 
passing the Iront of the Selduzian division. Amen Tchobaun the com- 
mander, presented himself to his notice, and on his knees intieated his 
acceptance ot a valuable and beautilul chaiger, then brought before him 
The monarch nas pleased to signify his acceptance , and the example 
of Tchobaun nas immediately followed bv eveiy cominandei in the 
army As this chief is destined to occupy a distins:uished place in the 
history of the descendants of Hulauku, it nas of some importance to 
mark his introduction. 

On "Wednesday the twenty-seventh of the latter Rebbeia,;}: in the 
nei^hboihood of idamess, oi XXems, or Emesa, between Damascus and 

^ In (estibus, t No^embel: 1 Itb, 1209. J January 20th, A. D. 1300. 
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Aleppo, about ninety miles from the former, 'and one hundred and fif- 
teen from the latter, Melek Nausser adventured to give battle to the 
Persian monarch ; in which, after a conflict of some duration and ob- 
stinacy, the Egyptian was defeated with great Joss • the Sultan retreat- 
ing with so much precipitation, that when he reached Ins capital of 
Cairo, a distance however of five hundred miles, he found that not 
moie than seven of his followers had been able to keep up with him. 
Ghazan Khaun remained for two days at Harness, foi the purpose of 
distributing the spoils of the victory , after which he proceeded towards 
Damascus. 

Advertised of his approach, the piincTpal inhabitants of this latter 
city hastened, with suitable presents, to greet the Peisian roonaichon 
his arrival, and were received by him with extraordinary kindness and 
condescension. After he had given them every assurance of his pro- 
tection, the monarch, fuither to dispel their appiehensions and confiim 
their hopes, bestowed the civil governineirt of Damascus upon Ameir 
Keptchauk , an officer who had recenth^ abandoned the cause of Melek 
Nausser to secure an asylum with the Per'^ian. The inhabitants were 
so greatly rejoiced at a circumstance, which they appeal to have con- 
sidered so much to their advantage, that they agieed without difficulty 
to a contribution of one hundred tomauns and two commissioners 
jaccordiugly proceeded into the town on the pait of Ghazan Khaun, 
to receive the mone3\ 

Certain events had now occuired to produce an alteratfon in the 
plans of the Persian monarch , and he conceived his views would be 
peifectly answered, if he committed to.Kfitluk Shah Nhyan the siege 
of the citadel of Damascus, which still held out for the Sultan of 
Egypt. PTe bestowed thegovernment of Emesa, Terabolis, orTirpoly^ 
Akkah, Salaumiah, and Mfikerrut-ul-Ejmun, comprising what was 
denominated the middle Syria (Shaum-e-wassety) on Taimelek , and 
those of Haleb, or Aleppo, Hama, Eynetaub, Jubbul-ul-Semauk, and 
Beiiah, tothe Syiian Rahebah, called the lower Syria (Shaum-e-seffely) 
on Reigteymur another of his captains. A certain Alovrlai Rumy was 
made governor of Ghaza.' All which arrangements completed, Ghazan 
Khaun proceeded on his return towards Diaurbekir. 

If of dinaurs, this ^\oul(J amoiint to 438,3331. Gs &d If of dirrems, to 22,91Cl 13s. 
4d at the lowest computation. 
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On the departure of his sovereign, K6tluk Shah commenced his A. H G99 

opcritions for the icduction of the castle of Damascus of winch he '' ° 

ujb cncouraf^cd in the expectation ot n speedy accomplishment, by HabLib-ub- 
o ‘ seyr. 

the assurances of a\cry skilful engineer who had the direction of Ins 
militar\ inaehincs, and u ho had engaged to open a passage into the 
place, with the stones of his eatapultiC only . The governor of the cas- 
tle on the other hand was no stranger to the singular skill of the engi- 
neer , and offering the reuard of one thousand dinaurs to any person 
uho should bring him his head, one of his follow ers, a man of desper- 
ate courage, (indcitook to giatify him, or perish in the attempt Ac- 
cordingh qiiiling thecnstle in disguise, he found an opportunity, wdiile 
the engineer was absent about evening prayer, to enter his quarters 
unobserved, and conceal himself. As might be apprehended, the un- 
fortunatehnan no sooner set foot within his door, on his retuin, than 
the assassin riislicd fiom liis concealment, and killed him on the spot. 

Thcnstril ingofl hishead, w iih that inonehand,and hisknifein thcothei, 
he sallied (loin the house , and w'ltli the rapidity of lightning, regained 
the eitadel, whore he hud his bloody tiophy before the governoi. 

This UK ident produced in the operations ot the siege, a suspension 
fatal -to the final result, and the traitor Keptchauk, about the same 
time, eficciing an accommodation with the Eg\ ptians, and sufifering 
thegariison to pass outof the citadel lioth day and night, without either 
interruption oi diseoverv on his pait, the Moghul tioops were hourly 
suipnsed and cut off, and then iioiscs led aw'ay in great numbers, 
willioutthe possibility ol guarding against the danger 

All these circumstances taken into consideration, Kfltluk Shah con- 
ceived It at last expedient to abandon the siege ; and he shortly after- 
waids accordingly withdrew^ from before Damascus, taking wuth bun 
the greater part of the principal inhabitants ot the towm In crossino- 

O 

the Euphiates cm this occasion, his troops in gieat numbers peiisjied in 
the liver, and it was not without considerable difficulty, fatigue, and 
baidship, that he at last contiived to rejoin the camp of his sovereign, 
in the tenitory of Mossfile, as nearly as w'e can judge, on the fifth of 
lludjnb, of the year six hundred and ninety-nine * The Persian 
monarch appears to have experienced the most sensible mortification 

' March 27th, 1300. 
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A H C09-700' at this miscarriagd, although he exerted himself for the moment to 
A. D 1300-2 supprgss ];jjg feelings. HeiepassecI the Tjgrjs on his return towards- 
Hcibeib-us- Azerbaijaun, on the first of Shabaun,’'" and on the fifteenth of the suc- 
ceeding month of Ramzaun,-]* he reached Meraughah ; where he re- 
mained ufitil Zilbudje, some time in which he proceeded to the metro- 
polis of Tebreiz.J 

Although the design of completing the subjugation- of Damascus-, 
and the Syrian teriitory is said, sleeping or waking, to have been the 
inseparable companion of his thoughts, Ghazan Khaun iloes not ap- 
pear to have resumed the undertaking, for the whole of the year next 
succeeding. But on the first of JMohunim of the seven hundred and 
first of the Hidjeiah,§ he set out on his second expedition across the 
Euphrates, Finding, however, on his arrival at Aleppo, that the Sul- 
tan of Egypt had signified his resolution not to take the field that 
season, be subsciibed to the opinion of his Ameirs, although the lea- 
son appears not verj^solid, to measure back his steps , and he liad ac- 
cordingly returned to Oujaun, on the fouith of Ramzaun of the same 
year, II without the performance of a single action northy of his renown 
Here an attempt was made on the part of some of his com tiers, while 
the monaich was engaged m the conviviality of an entertainment, 
"to impeach the integrity of the two. associated ministeis, Kbaujab 
Reshid-ud-dein, and Saud-ud-dein Sawjj^ The attempt recoiled how- 
ever on its authors, some of whom suffered death for their malignity 
. It appears that on the tenth day of Rudjub of the year seven bun- 
dled and 0116,*“^ although we have not been able to trace our authority 
for the fact, a new aeia under the denomination o£ the K/iau?n(m, was 
established under the directions ot Shums-ud-dein Kaiishy. 

In Mohurnm, of the seven bundled and second of the Hidjeiah 
the Peisian monarcli quitted Ouj'aunon his third expedition into Sy- 
ria. On this occasion he liad, however, previously dispatched Kauzy 
Kusseir-ud-dein of Tebieiz, and Kauzy Kfilb-ud-dein of Mossule, om 
an embassy to Melek Nausser, the Sultan of Egypt The object of 
their mission was, in substance, to- explain that rf the name of their 
master was exhibited on the coinage, and pronounced in the public' 

'*April22nd- t Juue 4tb J September, ] 300, 5 September 5lb, 1301. 
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prayers, and the Egyptian consented to the payment of a stipulated 
tribute, his countiy would be ledeemed from the ravages of a resist- 
less army , if not, that his people would be visited by the same fear- 
ful tram of calamities, as had been inflicted on the Khaurezmians, by 
the in\ inciblc hosts of Jcngueiz The ambassadors on their arrival m 
the court of i\Rlek Nausser, did not fail to acquit themselves of their 
trust nith due diligence and precision , that prince informing them, 
houever, that he should transmit by some persons in Ins own particu- 
lar confidence, the requisite reply to the demands of their sovereign. 
In the mean tunc the Kauzies were dismissed, loaded with presents, 
and distinguished by all the liberal pioots of attention, that could be 
expected from the most civilized and polished goveinment. 

In his camp near Mcllah on the Euphrates, the ambassadors described 
to Glrazan Khaun the occurrences of their journey, and not long atter- 
Mards, the agents of Melek Nausser also armed Mitli a letter from 
their soicreign, %\hich they delivered to the Persian monarch. The 
letter vas written in characters of gold , a mark of respect which, as 
far as can be understood from the original, in this place rather obscure, 
seems to ha\e been omitted on the part of the Persian It stated, 
howe^cr, that with rcgaid to the coinage, the Sultan conceived it w'as 
a point that could be adjusted without great difliculty, by inserting 
the name of the Persian monarch on the one side, and retaining on the 
other, after, or under the creed of their common religion, the name of 
the Sultan of Eg\ pt But w'lth respect to the other demand it was 
sufiicient toobser\e, that the continual wars in which the Sultan was 
engaged, w itli the enemies of the faith, and in defence of the legitimate 
possessions of the disciples of the Koian, left little to supply the arro- 
gant, and insatiable exactions of foreign tribute In short, that the re- 
%cnucs of his country were entirely absoibed by the exigencies of the 
state 

■\yiien he had perused the lettei, Ghazan Khaun demanded of the 
ambassadois of Eg\ pt to describe the contents of a chest, carefully 
locked up and sealed, w Inch they had alsoconvevedtohis piesence from 
their mastei On this head thev piofessed their entire ignorance , al- 
leging that It was a secret, w Inch it bad not been thought proper to 
confide to their discretion. The attendants w^ere then diiected to open 
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tills chest, ivhen a disclosure c^h]bitecl itself hut little calculated to 
appease the angiy passions ; a complete assortment of every implement 
at that period in use for the puiposcs of human destruction. The am- 
bassadors were, however, very sumptuously entertained, although they 
were immediately ordered to Ilamadaun, there to reside until the 
Persian should have returned from hisexpedition. Hethen proceeded 
to cross the Euphrates. 

Taking the route of Ghazauniah, a town which had risen under the 
auspices of his own reign, he repaired to visit the mausoleum of Ally 
atNudjef, alter winch he continued his march upwards, along the Eu- 
phrates, to Anah, which he reached on the twelfth of Rudjub.* Dis- 
patching his heavy baggage from thence to Mossule, the Persian mon- 
arch on the twenty eighth of the same month,-|' displayed his stan- 
dard in sight of the fortress of llahebah, still ascending the Euphrates. 
Here the two ministers, Khaujah Reshid-nd-dein, and Saud-ud-dein, 
were both employed in an attempt to prevail upon Ameir Aulum-ud- 
dein the governor of the place, to submit totheauthoiity of their master. 
That officer, however, after furnishing a supply of grain for the arm}'", 
and shoes for their horses, eluded the invitation to surrender, on the 
plea, that being the key of Syria on that quarter, he could not then so 
shamefull}'’ betiay his trust, as to deliver up such important points as 
the town and citadel of Rahebah * but as soon as the Persian monarch 
should have made himself master of the interior of the province, that 
lie would not be found remiss in opening his gates to the conqueior. 

Ghizan, foi the piesent, conceived it expedient to subsciibe to these 
precarious stipulations , and on the sixth of Shabaun,:]: without com- 
mitting the reputation of his arms by any act of hostility against the 
placBi withdrew from before Rahebah, on his march towards Aleppo. 
When he had however continued for a short time with his army, m the 
territory between Rahebah and Aleppo, entirely occupied with his 
pleasures and amusements, the monarch consigned to the abilities of 
Kutluk Shah Nhyan, Amen Tchobaun, Teynauk Bahauder, and his 
other generals, the prosecution of the Syiian war, while he returned m 
person, by the route of Seniaiir and Mossule, towards liis hereditary 
dominions. In the mean time Melek Naussei, at the head ofaformi- 
* March 1st, 1303. t March 27th. % March 25th. 
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ckbk aimyliad hastened, Ith equal secrecy and dispatch, to the neigh- 
borhood oi Damascus , A\here he attentivcl 3 M\atched ihe proceedings, 
pud awaited the approach of the Perso-inoghul troops. 

Not haMiig dlsco^cred the slightest vestige of an enemy’s force on 
his march from the Euphrates, Kutluk Shah advanced straight to Ha- 
rness, \\ Inch he immediately invested , but while he was engaged before 
that place, hearing that Melck Naubser was not yet armed at Damas- 
cus, a report manifestly circulated to deceive him, and that the inhabi- 
tants were collecting their property lor the puipose of withdrawing 
into Eg} pt, an aMdity to possess 1 imself of this supposed booty, and 
to glut himself u itli the blood of the proprietors, determined him to 
su'jpend the siege of JIamoss And with these Mews, he hastened by 
forced marches tow aids Damascus. On the second day of llamzaun,’^ 
ascending arising ground on hisarnval at the channel of tlie Merj-e- 
■safier, and casting Ins eyes to the plain be} ond it, he beheld a spectacle 
to excite his utmost astonishmeut — an innumerable host which seemed 
to extend to c\ ery part of the horizon w illun Ins view . This proved to 
be the arm\ of the Sultan ofEg}pt, which equally unconscious of the- 
approach of an enemy with himself, wasemplo\ed in pitching its tents, 
and otherwise cstaLlishingits quarters for the day. Under the first im- 
pulse of surprise and tenoi, Kutluk Shah conceived that nothingshort 
oi instant rstreat could sa\e him from destruction , but from this he 
was dissuaded by the more deliberate prudence, and presence of mind 
of Ameir Tchobaun , who urged, on the contiary, the neccssitv of an 
immediate, and resolute attack upon the enemy. In conformitv with 
this noblci alternative, Amcir Tchobaun, and Te} nauk Dahauder, wuth 
the bulk of the army, defiled directlv tow ards the plain while K&tluk, 
with two tomauns, or divisions often thousand, took post in reseive, 
on the hill w Inch over-looked it. 

On the othei hand, IMelek Nausser had not delayed to prepare his 
troops for battle, the moment he became apprized of his situation , 
and a conflict of surpassing obstinacy immediately ensued, in which 
Ameir Tchobaun, and Tevnauk Bahaudei, with the troops under their 
order':, surnalized themselves by efforts of unexampled intrepidity. 
The left w ing of the Sultan of Eg\pt, throw n into complete confusion 
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by tlie impetuous onset of these gallant commanders had been comi- 
pelled to give way , but the Egyptian monarch directing a body of 
ten thousand horse to make an attack upon the left of his adversaries, 
Aydauk Togateymur, an officer of the highest distinction among the 
troops of Gh^zan Khaun, suddenly abandoned his post, and the whole 
army immediately fell into irretrievable disorder. All the exertions 
of Tchobaun to rally them proved in vain, and they finally fled in tlip 
utmost dismay, and in every direction, the Egyptians pursuing with 
all the eager ferocity of wolves after a flock of sheep. Teynauk Ba- 
hauder^ and a number of the most distinguished Ameirs, perished in 
this disgraceful rout , but Ameir Tchobaun, after unparalleled exer- 
tions to save the fugitives, succeeded in joining the reserve under 
Kutluk Shah, on the eminence in the lear of the field of battle, where 
they passed the night under the utmost anxiety and pertuibation of 
mind. 

When the day broke, they perceived that the}' were completely sur- 
rounded, by a countless multitude of the troops of Melek Nausser, 
u hose attack they prepared howevei to resist, Avith the firmness ofve- 
teian soldiers But, to avoid the hazard of a diiect assault upon a body 
of brave and skilful soldiers, under such circumstances of despair, the 
Sultan of Egypt caused his army to present, towards one of their flanks, 
an opening for their retieat Khtluk Nbyan and his associates in dan- 
ger, did not disdain the advantage , but immediately descending the 
hill, commenced their perilous march, again closely followed by the 
Egyptians. The INIoghfils had not long prosecuted their retreat, when 
they found it unexpectedly interrupted by a deep morass, occasioned 
by the overflowings of the Merj-e-salfer, the river recently adverted 
to , and here the greater part of the fugitives, equally exhausted with 
fatigue, and embariassed bv the weight of their arms, miserably perished 
in the mud and clay The number of those who perished by the 
swoid on this occasion, is not recorded , but ten thousand of the Mo- 
ghuls, with ten thousand hoises, fell alive into the hands of the Egyp- 
tians, togethei with arms and defensive armour in vast abundance. 
Not vet contented Mith the fruits of his victory, Melek Nausser di- 
reeled the governor of Damascus to continue the pursuit, vithoutin- 
tei mission, to Rahebah on the Euphrates , so that the unfortunate 
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Moghuls found no termination to tbeirdisasters, until driven completely 
across that river , when the Egyptians at length ceased to molest them. 

On the nineteenth of Ramzaun,’^'* the generals whosuivived this fa- 
tal discomfiture, rejoined the camp of Gh&zan Khaun , and on the 
following day, that monarch conceived it prudent to proceed on his 
return towaids Oujaun, which he appears to have reached on the tenth 
of Zilkaudah-j-. At that place, hemow instituted a formal investiga- 
tion into the conduct of the commanders inthe lecent unfortunate ex- 
pedition , and the result was, that Kutluk Nhyan, and his associates 
in defeat, were each of them, in proportion to the degree of culpability, 
condemned to the discipline of the cudgel, oi perhaps the bastinacfo ; 
and all were for a certain time banished the court, and the presence 
of their sovereign. Ameir Tchobaun himself, although his conspicu- 
ous gallantrj’’ and exertions were duly acknowledged, was yet compel- 
led to suffer three strokes of the club , but martial justice having had 
Its couise, he was immediately afterwards received .othe distinguished 
favor of his master In ISIohuriim of the seven bundled and thud of 
theliidjerah, the monarch transfen ed his abode from Oujauu to the 
metropolis of Tebreiz, where, for a period of six weeks oi two months, 
he was now permitted to resign himself to the enjoyments of domestic 
repose. 

Again on the nineteenth of the former Rebbeia,^ Ghazan Khaun 
quitted Tebreiz for the last time, pioposing to take up his winter quar- 
tets at Baghdad , but on his airival at Jowherserr^i, his progress was 
suspended by the intenseness of the cold, and by the heavy snow which 
fell in the middle of the latter Rcbbeia ,§and he was compelled to re- 
linquish that design, and fix his residence foi the season on the banks 
of the Hiilaumaran 

During the winter months in w'hich he resided at this station, an ab- 
siiid and unprofitable attempt to disturb the repose of his government, 
w'as made in favor of Shahzadah Ulaffreng his first couzin, the son of 
Keykhautu Khaun Another impostor of the name of Peir Yakub 
Baghestanny had, itseems, again contrived, under the ordinary garb of 
hypocrisy, an afiectation of superior sanctity^ to attach to his devotion 
from among the ignorant classes of society, a very considerable mass of 
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proselytes ; and lie undertook on the strength of his reputed sanctitv, 
to announce to the Shahzadah his speedy accession to sovereign power. 
But, that no means might be omitted in order to secure the accomplish- 
ment of his prediction, he disdained not to employ about the court, 
one of the disciples of his imposture, to pervert and corrupt the ser- 
vants of the monarch , and to engage them in secret, in favor of the 
claims of UlafFieng. To such as, from factious motives, he found dis- 
posed to encourage his plans, the emissary represented that a superna- 
tural beino:, forty cubits m stature, and five in the breatli of his shoul- 
ders, and whose body was as strong and immoveable as the mountain 
on its base, was in communication u ith his master ; and had disclosed 
to him, that the saints, or elect of God, had determined to raise the 
Shahzadah Ulaffreng to the sovereign authoritv, and would exalt liis 
glory to the skies, (the Pleiades). 

The delirious fabrication being, however, at length communicated to 
the minister Saud-ud-dcin, it nas bv him in‘;tantl\ made knon n to his 
sovereign , and measures were adopted u ithout delay, to secure the dis- 
affected at Tcbreiz. In the space of ten da\s, UlafiVeng, with Peir 
Yakub, and the otlier leaders of the conspiracy, were brought in sale 
custody to the camp of Ghazan , u ho proceeded in person to investigate 
thccircumstances of this treasonable imposture. It requiied, perhaps, 
no great force of evidence to establish the guilt of the conspirators. 
The V retched Yakub was cast head long from tlic summit of a lock, 
and d'aslicd to pieces. Ills discijiles sulfered by the suoid of theex- 
ccutiouei , and the misguided Ulaffreng, although indulged u ith a res- 
pile of some days, u as liouevcr ultimately condemned to share the fate 
ofliis accomplices. 

'’i’he discomfiture of his troops by the Pg} ptians had implanted in 
the brea'^t ol the Persian monarch, a sensation of pam and iinc.isinC'S 
from which he was destined ne\cr to reco\cr A\diilc he rcmriincd at 
Jow her«eriai, he w as attacked Iw a serious indisposition ami confined 
to li!'^ l)cd , and such a\anet\ of unfavorable and dangerous symptoms 
•'oon made their appearance in his disorder, as ntteily to dispc-i every 
hope ot his restoration. The power of mcdirinc the invocalimis of 
pra\ c r, and the distributions of charity proved eqmillv ui)av.'’iliiig In 
th*. spriny of the ccar he attempled howeyer to remove tow.ioh his. 



631 


summor residence ; and being constrained, very early in the journey, 
throuo-h the aggravation of his complaint and extreme debility, to take 
to his litter, he was in that manner conveyed to the neighborhood of 
Kazieiii. There he quietly resigned himself to await the stroke of 
death, which he ivas now sensible to be at no great distance. He as- 
sembled round his couch. Ins ministeis, and the nobles of his court ; 
proceeded to airange the last conceins ofeaithly giandeur, expressly 
devisins: the succession to the thione. to his brother, Sultan hlahom- 
med Khodabundah , and, on Sunda}’^ the fifteenth of Shavaul of the 
seven hundred and thud ofthe Hidjeiah,"** this distinguished monarch 
breathed Ins last , continuing, observes our author, to assert and repeat 
his unaltered belief in the inseparate unity of Ins creator, long after 
every other faculty liadfailedlnm, untillifeand recollection hadentirely 
faded away in the cold embrace of death, His body was conveyed by 
the Ameirs of the empire, to the metiopolis ofTebreiz . wdieie it w'as, 
^Ylth the usual solemnities, committed to the grave m the superb mau- 
soleum erected by himselt, eithei in one of the vallies adjoining to that 
favoiite city, or in a quarter of the towm called the &'/i?rti4&-e-Tebreiz. 
It IS at the same time observed that, of the bloghul princes, he w^as the 
first that suffered the place of Ins sepulture to be known by the worldr 
Calculated from his public inauguiation, on the tiventy ninth of 
Zilhudje of the six hundred and ninety fourth ot the Hidjerah, the 
rcignofthis mouarch comprizes a period of eight solar years, six months 
and two days , and, although its glory was considerably tarnished to- 
waids the conclusion, by the disastrous issue ofthe campaign in Syria, 
vet, independent ot the forceof Hahommedan piejudice in tavor of so 
zealous and ardent a proselyte, it w'as not unieasonable that the short- 
ness of its duration should have been the subject of sincere regret 
throughout the Persian empire His sacred love of justice, and his 
paternal solicitude for the happiness of his people, as a king, has ren- 
dered his memory deservedly respected — venerated , and his undaunted 
courage in the field, his mildness of disposition and affability in pii- 
vate lite, secured for him the love and admiration of mankind, fie was 
possessed of uncommon understanding and sagacity of nnud, and had 
made considerable advances in every branch of literature and thesci- 
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ences, as studied in the east. He spoke a variety of languages in great 
perfection, and was singularly well informed in the laws and genealogical 
history of the sovereigns and founders of the Moghdl tribes , insomuch 
that his mmistei, the learned and ingenious Reshid-ud-dein Fazzei- 
ullah,whilecomposingtheJaummiaReshidy,orTowaurikh, IS stated to 

have derived great part of his knowledge on tliat subject, and on the 
history of the hloghdls, from the relation of his accomplished master. 
He was a zealous Shiah, and as such did not fail to distinguish the 
Seyuds, descendants of Ally and Fautima, by many favois, by many 
conspicuous proofs of his bounty. On the very day of his accession 
he directed that a canal should be cut from the Euphiates to the se- 
pulchre of Ally at Nudjef ; and bj’^ similar communications with the 
same beneficentiiver, he brought the and plains ofKerbela into a state 
of flourishing cultivation. 

}3Lit lest posterity might be disposed to suspect that the talents, the 
libeiality, and the other \ntues ofGha/an Khaun, should have been 
in any degiee exaggerated in the above eulogium, our author has en- 
tered, under twenty distinct heads, into a very elaborate statement on 
the subject, in which is introduced in detail, the code of regulations 
established by this illustiious monarch, both for his own domestic 
oeconomy, and for the different departments of his government m ge- 
neral. It is, indeed, sufficiently instructive and original to form a 
chapter of itself, but as these pages have been alieady distended far 
beyond Avhat was proposed at their commencement, the subject has 
been indispensably omitted. It may at the same time be interesting 
toiemark, that when the monarch who framed, oi at least jiatronized 
these regulations, was snatched from the hopes of his people by the 
hand ofdeath, he had notj^etattainedto the age of thirty four. Neithei, 
befoie we dismiss the subject entiiely, will it be siipetfluous to add 
that, exclusive of the splendid mausoleum atTebreiz alieady adverted 
to, the dome of which is desciibed to have been eighteen cubits,^ or 
about three and thnty feet in diameter, illuminated by eighty lamps 
of gold and silver, with its spacious and magnificent appendages, con- 
sisting of the cathedral mosque, a college foi the insti uction of youth, 

** rbc Dunuscnpt states tbis to have been the thickness of tlie w.ills, and tliat the lamps 
vere each of the \\eight of 15 maunns, or about four liundred pounds tiny, it is innie^ 
probable that this Mas the aggregate weight of the Mhole. 
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and the cultivation of the sciences, with observatory, refectory and A. H. 70' 
hospital, and sumptuous baths, the cit3'^ of Oujaun was almost entirely A. D. 130 
rebuilt by the bounty of this celebrated monarch , and scarcelj'^ a part Habeib-us 
of the empire but exhibited some useful monument of his liberal and 
patriotic spirit. And, lastl}’’, it is recorded that for the lofty walls with 
which it was once surrounded, the city of Shirauz wms in a great mea- 
sure indebted to the princely munificence of GhJizan Khaun. - - 
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A. H. 703 /f^ULJAITUSuLTAN,entltleclSuLTANMAnOMMEDKHODABUN- 
A D 1304 DAH, the SOU ofAi'ghun Khaun, eighth of thePeisian monarchs 

Habeib-us- of tlie race of Jengueiz. 

At the period of his brothel’s death, Ouljkitu was absent in his go- 
vernment of Khorassaun, to which he had been some time since ap- 
pointed by the late monarch , but when he became apprized of the event 
which had so early called him to the succession, he hastened towards 
Tebreiz, not, however, befoie he had secured himself against the me- 
ditated hostility of some of the Shahzt^dahs, and of Herkedauk Nuyan 
one of thepnncipal Ameiis inparticular, by putting them todeath lie 
reached the. metropolis of Azerbaijaun, on the fifth of Zilhudje,’'^ where, 
at the age of three and twenty, he ascended t\ithout opposition, the 

„ throne of Hulauku , and commenced a reign of uncommon splendor, 
OtJLJAiTU Sul- , _ , , , , , 

TAN, Vlllth of giving eiiect to every measure that could tend m an}^ shape to pro- 

tbePerso-Jengui- mote the prosperity of Isslam, and to close against his people every 

avenue of oppression and violence. He continued the A^'izzaurut to 

Reshid-ud-dein Pazzebullah, and Saud-ud-clein -Sawjy, the ministeis 

of his predecessor , and he is here recorded as the first monaich of the 

raceof Jengueiz, who publicly embraced the tenets of the Shiahs, which 

he testified by diiectingthe names of the twelve Imaums to be stiuck 

on the coinage oftheiealm, and invoked in the perloimance of divine 

worship in the mosques. The funds bequeathed for the support of 

X charitable endowments ( auhmif) throughout the empire, had possibly 

by this time become of considerable magnitude, and importance, and 

one of the first objects of the new monarch’s attention, was to place 

them under the management of talents and integrity , and he selected 

for his purpose Giya Baha-ud-dein Yakub, whom hestrictly charged 

to beware that every bequest was honestly secured, and scrupulously 

Suttli of Jul}, 1304. 
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appropriated, in exact conformity to the design of the testator, as ex- 
pres<^cd in the letter of liis will. This as, perhaps, strictly speaking, 
the oflicc of the Suddiir-ul-stiddhr, or grand almoner. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fourth of the Ilidjerah, Oiil- 
j'uth, at KunhhraiiUing, laid the foundations of the city of Sultauniah ; 
and, having oniitlcd neither labour nor cxpencc, to render it a beauti- 
ful and splendid residence, as well as a place of strength and secuiity, 
he constituted it, \\licn completed, the metropolis of the Persian 
monarchy 

But, in order to retain the nariali\ c ^Mthm its regular course, it will 
be nccessar} to proceed with the pro^ressne detail of events, and among 
the first of these, we find recorded the impeachment of Saud-ud-dem 
Jilaliommcd Sa\^y^, one of the ministers, on a charge of embezzlement 
in the rc^ enue, to an enormous amount, ( lOOTomaiins, or five millions 
ofdinaurs ) tor w Inch, on full com letion before the monarch in person, 
he vas with sc\eral of his accomplices, in the month of Shavaul of 
the ])rcs('itt ^cal,'^ put to death at Mclioul, one of the dependencies of 
IlaghcKid In concurrence w ilh the sufTiagcs of the principal members 
of hiseouit, w lioni Ouliaitu condescended to consult on the occasion, 
Ins place was supjilicd bv Tau)e-ud-dein Jilaunv j* 

The eighth of Zilkaudah of the same ycar+ ga\c birth, according to 
the '1 ankh-truzeidali to SCdtan Abu Sficid Bahauder Khaun, the fu- 
ture hope of the Pcisiaii monarchy. 

Equally dc'^iious with liisbiolher to effect the subiugation of Syria 
and KgNpt, the thoughts of Ouliaitu were early directed to prosecute 
the designs m that quarter ; but, reflecting on the impolicy of leading 
his armies on any distant enterprise, while the proMiices ofGuilan, at 
the very threshold of his capital, continued independent of liis pow'cr, 
(and, indeed, notw ithstanding their proMmitv, had neveryet submitted 
to any of the successors of IlvtlaukOi) he conceived it expedient to hold 
a consultation with his nobles, on the propriety of a previous expedi- 

* Tourlh ofllLn, 1305 

+ <\mong tlic presents oflered to Oidjaitu, m llic spring of the AC^r, lie is said to liascre- * 
cened from kliaiijali Allj Shall, at Baglid.id, a tiara enriclied wilh ie\\cls, of the neight of 
fourteen pounds , in tlic diadem or hllct ofnhich, is described to ha\e been a ruby of sin- 
gular bcaulj, of the weight of 24 mclliltals, or 3(5 drams. 
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tion ngain^t that strong and almost inaccessible teriitory. It was how- 
ever, resolved as a pielumnary, that an agent should be disp itched to 
requiie the ruling princes to acknowledge the authority of the Persian 
monarch If they obeyed, nothing further was necessary , if other- 
wise, it would then be advisable to proceed to coercion. 

At the period under consideration, the country appears to have been 
under the separate dominion of several independent chiefs , among 
u horn, houeier, a certain Ameir Demmauje, is described to have 
maintained the greatest degree of splendor. To him therefore Oul- 
jaitu determined on dispatching the first invitation , and he seems to 
have acquiesced without a demur. Pie immediately accompanied the 
agent employed to demand Ins submission, with every suitable pre- 
sent, to the camp of Oulj'ntu, by whom lie was received with every 
mark of attention and kindness. But, aftei a short residence, con- 
ceiving some suspicions at the ceiemonious delays, and restraints, 
perudventure, of a polished and ostentatious court, he, one night, sud- 
denly and privatelv withdrew^ to his own country The Sultan took 
offence at his unauthorized departure, and hai ing assembled his troops, 
gave orders, shortly afterwards that both provinces should be imme- 
diately attacked in three different directions , Ameir Tchobaun pro- 
ceeding against Kesker, from the northwaul by the route of Ardebeil , 
while Ameir Kutlug Shah advanced towards Fonmeii, llesht, andTou- 
man or Kouman, bv Ivhelkhaul, and tw'o other commanders from the 
soutli east, through Ilustumdaur, and the mountainous defiles in that 
quarter. 

About seven days subsequent to the march of bis generals, Ouliaitu 
proceeded from his capital dnectlv toa ards Lahejaii , and was joined, 
w ithout any uutai orablc contingency, befoie he reached that ])lacc, by 
Amen Tchobaun from Kesker. But, although appiizcd with honest 
zeal, on his arrnal at Klieikhaul, by the goiernor. of the obstacles 
which he would experience iii the n arrow" passes and rugged roads that 
lav before him, and of the indispensable nccessitv of proceeding with 
the utmost i icnlancc andcircumspcction, particularly as the unpolished 
natiics had not as }et been tauyht to respect the prowess and disci- 
pline of the impel lal armies, Kutluj; Shah buffered a sordid a\ idity, to 
posses'^ himscli ofthc w calth of the natn e prince-, to blinahim tow ards 
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ronsitlrration of pnulcncc ; proud, flt tlic same time, of his own 
conconed miperioi ■^Ircnsith, andtlic tcirorol his name, and despising 
the couii'^cls of experience, he hastened accoidingly towards the passes 
ofGmlan, mill no oIIkt prccanlion than that of sending a dn ision in 
ad\ancc, under Aiiieir Fulaiid Keia The troops o( Demmauje liad 
picMOUsU taken post along the narrowest of the passes, in readiness 
to opiiose oi intercept the inarcli of this detachment , but tlicy were, 
howe\ ei, sicnaliN lepulsed, m three repeated attacks which they made 
upon It In conscipience ot this check. Amen Dcnnnau)c con\ eyed to 
Tiilaiidan application for peace, which he transmitted to his superior. 

Impelled I)\ the intompciatc ardour of a son, who urged to be em- 
plo\cd in ad\ancc, KCitlug bhah declined the oveitnrc , and sent the 
same ‘^on loru iid to the support of Aincir Fiilaiid. The }oi]ng chief, 
m the picsumption of inexpciicncc, proceeded to attack the Guilan- 
laii'' in the innUl of then diTiIes, was cntncly defeated in the attempt , 
and the iiieatei jiait of In^ followers pciislicd in a morass, in the con- 
Itision of a ihsoulcrly icticat. The lugiiises who escaped, commu- 
iiKatcd to the mam bod\, under Ivutlug Xii\an, the panic by which 
the\ wore llicinsohos aflectcd , and the w hole immediately fled, in the 
nlmosi coiistci nation The general disdained, how ever, toaccompany 
ilieni in their dive:raccful (light , and maintaininglnsground w ith unsha- 
ken fnnmess. until tran-ifixed at lasib\ an arrow', he expired at his post 
I'helroojisof Anicir Denimau)e after possessing themselves ofaconsi- 
doiahle huot\ , retired within their native recesses, contented wnth their 
VRtor^, without courtiiio: further triumphs. 

'1 he (ii\ Rioii winch aiipioaclied the southern cxliemity of Guilan, 
through Ilustmndiur, was met m a peaceful m inner on reaching the 
tronliers, by Anwir Hindu Shah, who governed in that quarter , and 
wiio accompanied the imperial gcneials, with equal readiness and 
submi'^sion, to the camp of their sovereign Oiiljaith, at the head of 
Ins tioops, slioi lly afeerw ards entered the teiritoiy of Lahejan , the i uler 
of that paitof Gmlaii submitting also to his authonty, without resist- 
ance. Inle he was, however, celebiatiug the festival of the tenth of 
Ziltuidje,^ m the town of that name on the coast of the Caspian, intel- 
ligence unexpectedly reached him of the defeat and death of Kutlu^ 

o 
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A. H 'J06-12. Shah ; a'disaster which appears to have a^ected him with the deepest 
A. D 1807-12. distress. A body of three thousand /loise under the Ameirs Sheikh 
Babeib-us- Behloul, and Aba Bukker, was immediately dispatched to avenge the 
disgrace. These were soon followed by other troops m considerable 
force, under two other able commanders. After indefatigable exertion, 
and some severe conflicts, the geneials ofOuljaith succeeded at last, 
in subjugating with considerable slaughter, thepossessors of this difficult 
country, and having pillaged Resht, Foumen, andToulem, three of the 
principal towns, leturned victorious to lejoin their master. The whole 
of the independent chiefs of Guilan now submitted to become tribu- 
tary, (paitofthe tribute consisting of a stipulated number of ass loads 
of silk,) and Ouljaith withdrew towards Sultauniah ; having inflicted 
the discipline of the cane upon the son of Kutldg Shah, for Ins miscon - 
duct during the expedition, and conferred the dignities of the father 
upon Ameir Tchobaiin, who was thus created lieutenant general of the 
. empire. 

Fiom this period to the seven hundred and twelfth of the Hidjerah, 

. the attention ofOuljhitft appears to have been principall}" devoted to 
the general improvement of his dominions, in which he constructed 
seveial laige and flourishing cities ; and among others, those ofSultan- 
abad Jeijmaul in Khrdestaun', at the foot of mount Beisetoun, and 
Ouljaitu-Sultanabad in Moghaun, either on the Kurr or Araxes, aie 
stated to have been indebted foi their oiigin to him. From the T^iikh 
giizeidah we learn, that about the year seven hundred and teii,"^ Hani- 
dallah INIustoufly, the author of that work, leceivedfrom the imperial 
ministry, an, appointment over the Tomauns, perhaps Qollections, of 
Kazvein, Ebher, Zenjaun, and Tarmin , from whence, peradventure, 
his appellation of INIustoufly, which implies auditor, or inspector, of 
revenue accounts. 

In the course of the year seven hundred and twelve, the governors 
of Damascus and Aleppo, both Ameirs of the highest distinction in the 
courtof Alelek Nausser, Sdltan of Egypt, tenified at the severity, and 
suspicious of the designs of their master, presented themselves to Oul- 
jaitiijin the ueighborlioodof Sultauniah, accompanied by five hundred 
cavaliers; and were most graciously and hospitably received. The 
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flcfcction of llicsc chiofp, supported by the most earnest solicitations 
on their part, rc\ i\ ed in the hosoui of the Persian monarch, those plans 
of subiugation inSyria, which had only Iain dormant for disclosure at 
a pioper opporl unity. For the accomplishment ol this favorite object, 
tlie most extensne preparations were immediatel}' set on foot, through 
the medium of all the ministers and generals of the empire, and equip- 
ments upon ascale ofcMraordinary magnitude were expedited through 
c\ cry department of the monaichy 

Amontr these we find enumerated, fifteen hundred suits of mail, of 
European fabric, tvohniidrcd and sixty cliargeis, gorgeously caparis- 
oned, and their saddles enriched, n itli jcuels for the imperialequipage; 
and two tlionsand fi\c hundred camels, toi the coineyance ol the im- 
peiial furniture and baggage Kinety balistcc, or machines of warfor 
distant anno\ ance ; eleven thousand arrow s of steel , one hundred pots, 
foi discliarging fire w oiks, and naphtha, one hundred ass-loads of ket- 
tle drums, and one hundred embroidered standards. A corps of three 
hundred sa]>pcis and miners, with anextensne appantus ol all things 
ncccssarr lor the attack ol lortified pkices, was alsoloimed to accom- 
])an} the cxjiedition 

lla\ing assembled the army at Mossule, he marched from thence, 
by lheordJnar^ lontc ol Senjaui, on the last day ol Ruiijub, ofthevear 
alread\ mentioned and, alter crossingthe Euphrates, heappeared on 
j'lida) thcksixthol liainzaun," under the walls ol the S\ nan Rahebah , 
with the siege ofwdueh il wms immediately determined to open the 
c ampaign At the period uiulci consideration, it was esteemed a place 
ol gicit strength and importance , being defended lyy twmlve spacious 
and lolt^ lor»eis, or bastions, and by a ditch ol tbnty cubits deep and 
liallasmmy wide, the loundations of the rampait in geneial, con- 
st! uctcdofstoiic, and Buddnr-ud-dem Mussa, thegovei nor, bynationa 
Kurd, had under his command a numerous and veteran garrison, wnth 
ample stores of e\erv description, wdiether foi subsistanoe or defence. 

Thus provided, Buddur-ud-dein eail\ evinced his determination to 
make a lonnidahle and lesolutc icsistance, and the moment the armies 
of Irak and Azerb&ijaun appealed m view, pioceeded to put m practice 
all the methods wdnch he could deMse, to disturb and retard their 
' Tliirticlb ot Ko\ ember, 1312. t Tomili of Jaauarj, J31G, 
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operations. The hesieg'eis, on their part, were not less active in ad- 
vancing their works, their exertions being more immediately directed 
to fill the ditch. But, when that object had been accomplished, and 
the miners had carried a gallery so far through the rampart, as to be 
within hearing of tlie gairison behind it; while the soldiers by laying 
in vast quantities of fascines were completing the passage of the ditch, 
the besieged became at last dismayed by the boldness and pertinacity 
of their assailants, and indicated a disposition to surrender, which, 
through the mediation of Kauzy Nudjm-ud-dein, and the address of 
Ptfcshid ud-deiu theVezzeir, the Shltan finally permitted them to do, 
on tcims of equal advantage to either part3\ After the capitulation 
of llahebah, Ouljaitu appears, liowevcr, to have declined the fuithcr 
pioseciition of his design against Syria , since, on the tn ent}*^ fourth of 
llamzann,'" we find him taking measures to recross the Eupliiatcs, on 
his return into A7erbrtijaiin,nhich heimmediatel\" earned into cfiTcct. 
And lie arrived in the ordinary series of maichcs, and without any par- 
ticular accident, at his capital of SCdtauniali, l)efoic llie conclusion of 
the year. 
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zccl to take uplus nliocie in any part of Khorassnun that might be most 
agreeable to himself; on ^^hlch, Beyssour, or Tensour as he is occasi- 
onallv denominated,' soon afterwards hastened across tlie Oxiis, and 
fi\cd his residence oiTtTie plain of Kawiis, in the neighborhood of 
B.uidghciss. 

The remaining part of the reign of Khodabiindah does not appear 
to ha\e furnished any event siinicienily remarkable for the record of 
hi'5torv, since the anthoi now passes, at once, to the period of his death, 
in the sc^ en hiindrcd and'!I^teenth of the llidjerah. Towards the close 
oi thcN car,abouta fortnight.ifter his return to Siiltauniahfrom a Inin ting 
part\ , he became indisposed , and his disorder assuming a very serious 
ajipeaiance, all the powers of medicine were called into exertion by 
Ins jih\sieiam, to gi\o him relief, and they tverc at first successful. 
But, unfortunately, concen mg that his complaint w as entirely remov- 
ed, the Sultan \enturcd to make use of Ins baths, and imprudently 
indulged in some sjiccics of diet unsuitable to his state of health The 
lesult w asadangcrous relapse; from which, neilhertlieskillof his phy- 
sicians. nor the aid of incdicine, any longer availed to iccover him. 
llclinquishing tlien c\cry hope of the rcco\erv of their sovereign, the 
principal Amcirs ol the court now dispatched into Khoiassann ; toan- 
noume to Aliu Sficid, the circumstances of his fntlicr’s danger, and 
to urge the ncccssit\ of Ins immediate presence at Siiltauniah, in order 
to secure the throne of Ins ancestors, while his royal parent was yet 
alive. Before tli.it object could, how'ever, beatt.\nicd, the dying inon- 
aich breathed Ins last, on the evening of tlie first of Sliavaul,^ beino- 
that of the festnal at the con'clusion of the last of Ramzaun', hi the 
thirty sixth year of his age, and altera prosperous reign of twelve'} ears, 
fnc months, and ten da}s. He was committed tothegrave. wnth the 
usual solemnities, m the mausoleum erected by himself adjoining to 
the piincipal mosque of Siiltauniah, opposite, or neai to the gate (irf 
Albiirz ‘ - 

This monarch 1ms been also greatly eulogized for his extensive pa- 
tronage ot letters and literal v men , since, exclusive of'othei liberal 
establishments foi the advancement of knowledge, and the cultivation 
of thescieuces, supported liy his bounty inditfereut paits of the empire, 
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A H. 716-17. one hundred individuals "distinguished for their genius -and taleniti, 
^ P 1316-17, stated to have been maintained m constant attendance about his 
Habeib-us- person, whether in peaceful quarters, or in the field. If, indeed, any 

fiGvr ^ 

credit be due to the testimony of his cotemporary, the author of the 
Tarikh guzeidah, Ouljaitu, from the unclouded prosperity and benevo- 
lenceof his reign, is to be classed in the most distinguished rank among 
the princes of of the race of Jengueiz. The splendor of that family in 
Ii^n,is, indeed, considered under himtohaveattainedits zenith ; and, in 
short, he is lepresented to have been a just, prudent, magnanimous, 
and accomplished piince, equally respected abioad, from the terror of 
his arms, and beloved by his people for the paternal mildness of his 
government. 

The building of Sultauniah bj'^ this monarch hdS been already ad- 
verted to. ' It IS here described to have formed an exact square of five 
hundred cubits, with a gate iii each face, and defended in the whole, 
by sixteen towers > The ramparts-were constructed of hewn stone, 
and they were of such a width as to admit of four horsemen riding 
abreast withoutinconvenience. This must, doubtless, refer to the castle ; 
for the city of Sultauniah must have greatly surpassed the narrow li- 
mits of a squaie of three bundled 3 'ards. Within that square was 
however included the mausoleum erected for his grave, of which the 
dome IS described to have been sixty cubits in diameter, and one hun- 
dred and twenty, or j'ust double, in height, together with the principal 
mosque, an edifice of very finished workmanship, also erected bj" him, 

- with its several appendages, consisting of refectory, halls for reading, 
and college , with an establishment of sixteen lectuiers or piofessois, 
and accommodation and maintenance for two hunched students. 

Among the writers, who flouiished under the reign of Ouljaitu, Ave 
shall only mention Abu Suliman Fakher-ud-dein Dkoud, ofBinauket, 
or l^inauket, on the banks of the Seylihn, the author of the Rouzut-ul- 
lubaub — the paradise of the understanding; better known to the ori- 
entals by the title of the Taiikh Binauketj’^, or chronicle of theliisto- 
Tian of Bmauket * 

* For tins discnm.nalion of the fact, the writer of these pages is moie particularly inilcbt- 
cd to the information ol his learned acquaintance Sir William Ouscley, from whose ingc- 
mou^ rese^jches, the lovers of oriental literature may jet hope to derive much additional 
gratilicaUon, of theliigliest order, on his return from the mission to Persia. 
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Sultan Allii-ud-doin Abu Saeid Baliauder Khaun, the ^on ofOiiI- 
jiulii, ninth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz 

^Vhcii accounts reached him, about the conclusion of the year seven 
hundred and sixteen, of the demise of his father, the young S\!iltan, 
■at this period in the twcKth year of Ins age, was in Mazanderaun, 
From thence, after deferring his iourney long enough to be joined by 
Aineir Sounjc, his A tabek, or governor, from Khorassaun, he now has- 
tened towards Irak ; anfl, on his arrival in the ncigborhood, was con- 
ducted into SuUauniali,by Ameir Tchobaun, at theheadofthe nobility, 
and principal inhabitants of that metropolis. After the customary 
period had been devoted to discharge the duties of filial affection, and 
respect for the memors of his father, a general assembly was convened 
on the plain of Sultauniah ; in the presence of which, on the first of 
Suffnrofthe six hundred and sev enteenthofthe Ilidjerah,^ Ameir Tcho- 
baun snpjiorting him on the right hand, and Ameir Sounje on the left, 
he was, with universal applause-jiubhcly seated on the thioiie of IIu- 
lauku. 

Being jet in his minority, the Sultan appears to have deputed the 
supreme authority of the state to Ameir Tchobaun , continuing, howe- 
V er, the oftice ol Vczzcir to Khauiah Reshid-ud-dcin, and Khaujah Ally 
Shah in conjunction, as formerly. The government of Diaurbekir was 
at the same time conferred on Ameir Tcrenjein, and that of Uoum, oi 
that part oi Anatolia annexed to the persian empire, on Teymur Taush, 
the son of the regent Tchobaun 

The intellectual pow crs. and singular prudence ofthe Yezzeii, Plcs- 
hid-ud-dein Fazzel-ullah, have already in some degree claimed the at- 
tention ol the reader , more particularly, as the author of a much res- 
pected onentalchroniclc, entitled the Jaummia-ul-tovvaunkhReshidy. 
He hadconducted his ministry \v ith distinguished reputation, through 
the latter part of the reign of Ghizan Khaun, and the whole of that of 
Khodabundah, or Ouljaitu, in w hose favor he held a more conspicuous 
share than in that, even, of his rov al brother. And, he appeal’s to have 
rendered Imn'^eU equally vvorthv of his high destiny, bv the nnifoim 
justice of his demeanor tow aids all classes oi society, and by his boun-' 
liiul encouiagemcnt oi learning and science, in all its votaries , oi which 
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lie left; numerous and extensive proofs in -different parts qf Azerbtii- 
jaun and Irak. 

Khaiijali Ally Shah the Jilaiinian, his associate in the ministry, had 
it seems, towaids the conclusion of the reign of Ouljaitu, arrogated to- 
himself rather more importanqe in his station, than his collegue was 
disposed to subrai.t to , and of this the latter embraced an opportunity 
of complaining to his master. He requested at the same time, that if,^ 
as he conceived himself warranted in the expectation, he was to be, 
considered the superior m his office, Ally Shah might also , be made to 
obey him m every other circumstance ; on the contrary, if he ivas him-^ 
self to be considered in any lespect subordinate in the Vizzaurut to. 
his collegue, he mustintreat to be employed in some other departmentr 
of the state. Nevertheless, if Ally Shah could be brought to accede 
to either of the following propositions, he would, for his own part, still 
continue to act in conjunction with him. First, that AllyShah should, 
undertake the entire piesent management of the department of fin- 
ance, uhile Khaujah 'Reshid-ud-dein should be alone responsible 
for the accounts of preceding years Secondl}^ that all affairs con- 
nected with the office ofVezzen should be vested in the discietion of 
Khaujah Reshid alone, so as to be exclusively accountable to the so- 
vereign. Or thiidly,-that the whole of the provinces of the empire 
should be arranged under two equal and separate departments , one 
consigned to each Vezzeii independently, and eachofthese restrained- 
respectively from interfering wuth the department of the other. To 
all these, Oulji^itu appears to have objected, alleging that both his min- 
isters, howevei m different respects, were equally worthy of his con- 
fidence, the one' from his wisdom matured by the experience of age, 
and the other with unrivalled talents, in the piime and vigoui of -life. 
He therefore signified his pleasure that they should continue to offici- 
ate in conjunction, the elder exhibiting a reasonable indulgence to the 
limited experience of his collegue, and the younger yielding due de- 
ference to the maturer age of his senior. 

Compelled to acquiesce in the decision of then sovereign, thus ex-, 
plained to them, the two Vezzeirs proceeded as formeily to transact 
.. the civil affairs of the government, in conjunction. But, on the acces- 
sion of AbCiSaeid, the animosities of the iival statesmen againbroke out; 
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coi'nnif'nriii!! ho\'ovor, on the pmt of the \onTi£jcr, in unsuccess- 
ful .iKciupl to iinpciicli the intogiiu ol liis collcgm , on u chnrgc ot 
ciuhc?/ Icnit 111 or ( orrupt sppropri.ition of tIioic\c’mic. On thcotlier 
h.uul, \'»th the proiu.'nMt\ . as our autlioi sn’ins disposed to think, na- 
tural to men of that ('las>,, some ofljeers of revenue pioposcd to Ivlianjah 
Keshid, to insinuate theiusohes into the confidence of Ally Shah, in 
order to disco'cr some grounds to osialilish against him a charge, si- 
milar to that w Inch lie had attempted to hnng foru aid against his rival. 
AViih this proposal, Klianiah llcsliid, whose temper was equally' mild 
andcas^ m the cMreine, ri fused to concur , oncriiigat the same time 
it It ]uo{cefletl from an\ iniurN on ihe part of his collcguc, to use his 
inlluonce with him to redress them Disapjiointcd in their \icws on 
lloshul, these imnaio s.iul toha\oapplud tliemschos next to the 
otlmr A\/7eii , in whom the\ found an instrument better framed for 
their pin po^e. and with whom the\ immcdiatelx united in collecting 
proof> of guilt, against his ninof cut and unsuspecting associate Cor- 
rupt d at the s.une lime 1\\ the gold of .\11\ Shah, the jiersonal min* 
isters of .\lu\ Sac id surci'odcd in influencing then master to the pre- 
tudioe of Kli miah I'esliid , and the_\onng monarch, touauls the close 
of the month of Iludjub,^ was at last prevailed upon to rcmo\e this 
ahlo .md \ irtuoiis sialesman from all hib c'mplovmeiit^, notwithstand- 
ing the express o])inion to the conUar^ of his Atabek, AmcirSonnje. 
'1 he latter then lahourmg under severe nuhsposiiion, and d^Mngon the 
twentieth of Zilkaiidah of the se\cn hundred and scicnteenth of the 
nidjcrah,-|' at MahonI, where he wms with his imperial pupil, on the 
wa} to pavs the winter at Baghdad, rcasliy these circumstances, pei- 
advcntiiro, ])reventcd from e x’citingthat influence, w Inch might othcr- 
wise ha\cl)ecn sufficient to ])rolect the unfortunate Vczzeir from the 
malign ml designs of Ins enemies. At the opening of the spiing, Abii 
Sac id icturned to Sultauniah. 

In the mean time, Khaujah Reshid had retired onhis dismission to 
reside atl'chrciz , and Amcir Tchobaun having lemamed, during the - 
a\>scncc of the Sultan, on the fronlieis of Azcrbaijaun, engaged in the 
amusements of the chase, ventured -to request an interview with the 
discarded minister, to whom he declared wuthout reserve, that he con® 
'October, 1317. tJaiiuarc 23d, 1318, 
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ceived his prepuce in tlic councils of his sovereign to be as indispen- 
sable as the very sJilt to th'eir meals , and he accordingly proceeded by every 
argument he could devise, to urge the necessity of his immediate re- 
turn to court, to resume his employments, Khaujah Reshid, for some 
time, continued to resist his importunities, on the plea of advanced 
age, and declining life, of the treatment which he had experienced, 
as singulaily unmerited, as his fortune had been unprecedented* 
That he had,how’cvcr, thirteen sons, by their talents and experience, 
abundantl}' qualified to supply his place ; and he trusted that while on 
his part, he devoted theremams of life to secure a pardon for the errors 
of humanity, the agents of his master’s authority would draw^ the pen 
ol oblivion through the record ot his ofioiidings ; w'ould dispense with 
theluither services of one now’ bent to the earth under the weisflit of 
A ears, and infirmity and that they would fiiiallv forirct that there wms 
an\ longer such a man in existence. Nevertheless, Amcir Tchobaun 
becoming still more importunate in his solicitations, and the habitual 
love of pow’er possibly adding its influence, lleshid at last reluctantly 
yielded to his w ishes. 

But, w hen intelligenceofw hatw’as in agitation was conveyed to Ally 
Shah, and the party who had consjnied to the ruin of the aged Vezzeir, 
they became to a very considerable dcgicc alaimed ; and they hastened 
without delay to adopt those measures that a|)pcaied best calculated 
to avert the danger. The most eflectu.il was by a very consideiablc 
sum of money to jirevail upon Abu Bukker Aga, the oracle of Ameir ' 
Tchobaun’s opinions, to jirejudicc the mind of his pupil against Khau- 
jah Reshid , and Ameir Tchobaun, although in other respects irre- 
proachable, being a man of great simplicity and flexibility of mind, 
easily wiought upon, by such as liad any interest in practicing on liis 
credulity, little difficulty w’as experienced to peisuade him, that Ibiau- 
Inm, one ot the sons of the Vezzeir, who w’as the Sherbet-daur, oi chief 
butler of the late Ouljaitu, hadBeen induced at the suggestion of his 
father, to poison his master, and tliat this was the true cause of the 
premature death of that respectable monarch. The atrocious cliarge 
was immediately communicated to Abfi Saeid, by Ameir Tchobaun ; 
and the accusation being confirmed by the testimony of several of the 
Ameirs ofthe court, w ho had been suborned for thatpuipose,thelearned 
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and upnsjht minlstcrwa'; condemned u iihoiit alternalivc to die. Har- 
ine; stiuck ofi', before lus c\es, the liead of Ins son ibrauliim, the 
rxcciUioner addressed biinsell to the further discliar^c of bis otTice, upon 
liic nnbappv f.itiier ; who desired him, when he should ha\e inflicted 
the stroke ol death, to inform Ally Shah on the part of his suffering 
collesuc, that liaMiig souglit the hie, and brought .ihout the condemn- 
ation of an innocent man. the unerring hand of )uslicc, would most 
assn redl \ , .It some period orother, a\ ciige the iniur\ , and that if there 
existed aiiN shadeof diffeionoc betw cen liisow n destiny, and that winch 
was resen od lor his persecutor, it would appeal in this circumstance 
alone , that w hile tiic tomb of him w ho now suffered innocentl}', w ould 
conlinuc a mcinori.d to dist.uit ages, th.ii ol the other would not be 
suffered to stand foi main dais belore it would be demolished bv the 
nnt laijcol an nidignant people. It w ill how c\ cr be seen in the sequel, 
that this pudKiion was not justified In the eicnt The executioner 
then cloic liisiKlnn in twain, w itliout gn ing Inmscll much concern 
as to the suh)oct ot lus eniU or innocence , the llebbia-reshculy a 
neitrlihoring town dependent on. and possihli erected li\ the sufferer, 
w .IS gneii up to ])ill.u:o , and the miliio piopciti of the family seized 
as a torleituicto the impon.d irc.miri The death of Resliid-ud-dem 
took jilare on the se\ eiUccnlh of the former .Inminniidy of the seieii 
liniidicd and cighlocnlli ot the IIid|erah the exact ycai being ex- 
prcssedhi llic letters, numerically t.ikcii, of the Arabic sentence, T«ft- 
ba-s( ] j l/iu — may he icsl in peace 

The manner in whith, luwauls the close of the reign of Ouljaitu, 
the lVhee:ha(a3 an Sliali/.ulali Rcissour was permitted to chiise an 
asylum at IJaudgliciss, h.is already claimed oui allciition. UnliappiR, 
on uitelhg<‘ncc of llie death of that monaich, the ambition ofappiopn- 
aiiiig (o luinsLlt the noble province ot Ivlior.issaun, immediately fas- 
tened on the mind ol tlie fugitive , and he secretly communicated u ith 
Amcir Bektub, the associate of lus exile, the design to wdiich tlie mi- 
nority of Abh Sacid had possihlv given birth , representing at the same 
time the expediency m the first instance, of some plan to cut off Ameir 
Yossawul, the imperial lieutenant, as the principal bar to its accom- 
plishment This WMS greatly facilitated by the arbitrary and oppressive 
measures with which, on varJou^ pretexts for raising monev, Yes- 
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sawul persecutecl the inhaloitants of his government; amono- others 
was that of providing for theentertainmeiit, on different occasions, of 
the Tcheghataj^an Shahzadah himself, Avhich finally brought upon this 
tyrannical proconsular the universal execration of the people. And 
hence, the two chiefs who were conspiiing to ruin him, might ob- 
scurely intimate that as the care of entertaining them might at no dis- 
tant penod be transferred to othei hands, it behoved them while the 
means Avere in their poAA'er, at least to make sure of YessaAvul. 

For this an opportunity Avas not long AA'anting. Ameir Yessawul 
Avith the produce of his arbitrar}’^ exactions, consisting of a variety of 
gold and silver furnituie, of horses of the choicest Arabian breed, and 
slaves of the greatest beauty, Avith two thousand sheep, three hundred 
asses, orperhapsmulesAvitharticles forthetable, and sundr}’’ dried skin& 
of Avine, (borachios) had set out for tlie residence of the Tcheghatayan ; 
but coming first to the station selected for tlie abode of his followeis 
by Ameir. Bektuh,he there halted to refresh and regale himself AFliile 
thus employed Avithout suspicion of evil, he AAas however surprised by 
the report of one of liis attendants, that the retaineis of Amen Bektflb 
had made piisoners of a paitof his people, and Avere too evidently ap- 
proaching to offer violence to himself, Yessawul instantly mountings 
his horse, made the be^t of Ins Avay toAvards Irak , and he had not pio- 
ceeded to the distance of lialfa league, before ShahzadahBeyssoui en- 
tered his camp, and plundered it of all its contents YessaA>ul found 
Ins retreat cut off in the neighborhood of Jaum, b}"^ a detachment of 
fifty hoise, under Mubaiiiek Shah Oujaiiny, a chief avIio had borne 
him agiudge of long duration Here he Avas compelled to combatfor 
existence^ and having AVitli him no more thaathnty horse against fifty, 
he Avas soon killed.. . , 

As soon as they became knoAAn at SuUaiiniah, Amen Eyss Kiitluglv 
was dispatched b}^ Abu Saeid to compose the dlsordel^5 in Klioiassaun , 
but, Avheii that ohiefLain reached the borders of the proAunce, he AA’-as. 
met by Ameir BektCibAVith a message fiom Shahzadah Beyssour, an- 
Douncing that having Avilhout the shghtest proAmcation, formed a de- 
sign against the life of the Shahiiadah, YessaAVul had been unaAoidably 
dcstioyed, in Ins attempt to cany it into execution. Contrary to all 
reasonable expectation, Kutlfigh proceeded to treat the agent of tlie- 

\ 
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usurper M’lth distinguished kindness, and finallydismissedhunwith the 
declaration, that the Aineirs of Khorassaun were henceforward bound 
tovield obedience tothe autlionty of ShahzadahBe3'ssour, fioin whom 
a paper as shortl}^ afterwards received, in which he professed to ac- 
kiiow ledge the supiemacy of AbCi SJieid, and with which, in thesinipli- 
city natural to the Moghuls, Khtlugh returned satisfied to Siiltauniah. 
He died some tune after this, on his way to Karabaiigli, whither he 
Mas proceeding l\v order of his sovereign. 

The succcsstul termination of his conference with E\'ss Kiitiugh 
completcl\ established Ameir Bektub in the favor of Shahzadah Beys- 
•^our, who fiiriii-<hed liiinwith the last proof of his confidence, by plac- 
ing him, M ith one thousand of his bravest followers w'ell equipped and 
armed, in charge of B uidyliciss ; the Shahzadah withdrawing in his 
own person into Giirrumscjr, whither he had alicad\^ dispatched his 
faniilv, 111 order to pi ovule against the contingenries of adverse fortune. 
AVhon he had reached his destination, and had enjoyed a short in- 
terval of repose, he there finally determined on hostilities against the 
authontv ot Abu S.\eid , and with that determination ho now' entered 
Seiostaun, the lieutenant of w Inch, Nausser-ud-dcin, he had b}' letter 
pre\ lousK invited to submit to his power Terrified at his approach, 
Nausscr-iul-dein at first prcpaicd to transmit to him a moietj' of the 
revenue ol his province, by wav *bf Peishkesli, in acknow lodgement of 
submission , but discovering, in the interim, that Teymur, the chief 
of the Xikoudrians, had resolved to oppose the pretensions of the Tche- 
ehatavan, and that Gheyanth-ud-dein prince of Ilerit, had also dis- 
dained to listen to anv pioposals from bun, the governor of Seiestaun, 
an furthci reflection, proceeded to put the agents of the Sliahzadah to 
death, and at the same time conv eyed to him a message ot defiance In 
consequence of this, Bejssom proceeded on liis part to over-run and 
plunder the fiontiers of the piovince, putting cieat numbers of the in- 
habitants to tbs sword without merej' Turning then upon theNi- 
koudnans, be defeated and kdled their chief, tbeTeymur just menti- 
oned , after wliicli his attention became exclusiv'ely directed towaids 
the accomplishment of his more important enterpiize. the subjngatioa 
of Khorassaun. 
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Very punctually informed of the design, the piinc'e of Heiut dis- 
patched to apprize some of the Ameirs of Abu Saeid's troops, then" 
stationed at Raudegan, of wiiat was in agitation. To this however 
they paid no attention ; ascribing the message to a disposition on the 
part of the Tazeik, or Persian, as they chose to denominate Ghej'^auth- 
ud-dem in contempt, to produce among them an alarm, of which they 
disdained to be thought capable. They could not be persuaded that 
the Tcheghata3^an would ever presume to oppose the power of their 
master , neither did they conceive it probable, were he ever so well dis- 
posed to make the attempt, that he would wuth the force which he 
could command, dare to set his face towards Khorassaun, with any 
hostile design. Having nevertheless, assembled the whole of his fol- 
low'ers, and confiding the place which he had chosen for the residence 
ofhisfamily, to the protection of his son Jouky, or Tohougui, Beyssour 
proceeded, m the middle of the lattei Junimaudy of the seven hundred 
and eighteenth of theHidjeiah,^ on his wav into Khoiassaun. On his 
airivalat Tchesht, hewas joined by Ameir Bektub, and theother chiefs, 
whom he had left at Baudgheiss, and he now resolved to push wnthout 
delay for iVlazanderaun , but not before he had made one other attempt 
to persuade Melek Gheyauth ud-dein of Herat, to submi t to his authoriy ; 
which was finally repelled with disdain. 

Thus totally disappointed in his views on Herat, Beyssour, in the 
month ofRudjub,'!' hastened with hisutmostexpedition towards Raude- 
gan ; where he completely succeeded in surprising the generals of Abu 
Slteid, in fheir dream ofsecuiity, and m miking himself master of all 
their equipments, together with a vast multitude of sheep, and cattle 
of every description. Ameir Bektub then advanced on the one hand - 
toDamaghaun, Avhilethe Shahzidah pioceeded, without suffering his 
attention to be diverted to any other object, until he found himself in 
the heart of Mazanderaun. He theie committed deplorable devasta- 
tion, making captives of nearly ten thousand of the Seyuds, and most 
distinguished inhabitants ot the piovince. 

His career was, howevei, now drawing to its conclusion. When he 
had co ntinued his violentproceedings in INIazandeiaun forsome months, 

It was at last announced to him, that the troops of Abfi Saeid were 

** August, 1318. t September. 
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atlvancinf^ in great force to expel him, under Ameir Husseyne Oflre- 
knn, sometimes denominated Ameir llu'^scjnc Buzurg,Jllie son of 
Ankhonka Jellaeir. Beyssonr immediately withdrew from the pro- 
Mncc, alLlion"li it was in the middle of winter,* making the best of 
his uny to Nc\shapur. Into that city he sent a thousand of his sol- 
dier'?, in order to raise a heavy contribution on the inhabitants ; but 
u hen tliose agents of \ lolcnce hail exhausted every expedient ofcoin- 
puKion to extort their piopert\ iroin the citizens, and before they had 
\ el been able to secure the fruits ol tlieir iniquitous proceedings, the 
report which lhc\ recei\cd, that Ameir Hussc\ ne w as suddenly ap- 
proaehing in eager pur^snit, com])cllcd them, not only to abandon theiT 
prey, but their \cry helmets and turbans, and to shift for themseUes by 
a precipitate flight Be\ssour next appeared in the neighborhood of 
Mush-hed,and the mau^^olcuin of Ally Huzza, and there receiving m- 
ti'lligencc that GhcN auth-ud-dein Guerret, tlic prince of Herat, had 
taken advantage of his absence, to employ a detachment of Ghounans 
in the plnnJorol Baudgheiss, b} which Ameir J3ektiib and his lollow - 
CIS were stripped ot the whole of their ]iro])eity. the cirruinstancc af- 
fected him with equal rage and distraction of mind. licnee, when 
Sc_\ ud BiukUir-ud-dein, the duel, with the other Sev uds, residents of 
Mhsh-hed attended to visit him, with such presents as on the spui of 
the occasion thev had been able to piovidc, the Tcheghatayan, after 
( ompclling them to stand in liis presence, foi the whole of the interval 
between the hours of meridian and afternoou praver, sullenly refused 
to reply to then salutation, or to notice them in am shape. The gentle 
Shah/adah, as he is here called in irony, then sternly told them that 
his soldiers must be supplied w itb prov isions and lorage,and his kitcli- 
ens witli good mntton'for the table. Buddui-ud-dein assuied him 
tlun his w ishes would be checi tuU> complied with , and requested that 
some of lus lollowcrs might be pei nutted to accompany them into the 
town, in Older to collect all that W'as required for the supply of both 
lurnsclt and lus aimy A detachment of three hundred men proceeded 
accordingly, in company with the Seyuds, to take chargeof this supply, 
which wasdeternuned atfivc hundred sheep, threehundied ass-loadsof 
flow et and fiv c luindredot barley ; together with such other ai tides as 
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the troops might be niore immediately in want of. Buddur-ud-dein 
condurtei^the detachment into the city, and having lodged them se- 
curely enough in a paiticnlat quarter, that very night caused the 
whole ol them to he put to death, together nith many others of the 
Beyssouiians who had, for a vanety of purposes, at the same time en- 
tered the place. With the horses and arms of tho'-e whom he had thus 
destroyed, Buddur-ud-dein then made dp a very suitable piesent, with 
w'hich,on his ai rival in the neighborhood, he hastened to an interview 
with Ameir Ilusseyne Gurekan , by whom he was received with dis- 

I 

tinguished kindness. 

On the o ther hand, passing to the neighborhood of Jail m,Beyssour sent 
todemand the attendanceofShahaub-iid-dein Issmaeil,!! liopresided in 
that town, in ordei to extoit a supply of some kind or other for his 
followers, and received a very peremptory refusal , the chief taking 
post in a Koushek, Kiosk, or country house in the vicinitj^ and re- 
pelling with his arious the approach of those who came to repeat 
the messages of the Tcheghatayan. In the mean lime, the exhausted 
state of his cattle had compelled Ameir Husseyne to suspend his pur- 
suit for some days, in the luxuiiant pasturage afforded among the mea- 
dowsofRaudegan, adelay,ofwhich BeyssoiirandBektub availed them- 
selves to lavage the teiritory of Herilt , which city they at last pro- 
ceeded to invest in form, expecting that they should yet succeed in 
teriityingGheyauth-ud-dein Guerret, intoarestoration of the property 
plundeied at Baudgheiss. " Eveiy device to obtain that object, whe-. 
ther by negociation or hostility, proving however fiuitless , and the 
~repoits of Ameir Htlsseyne’s appioach bedoming eveij^ hour more 
frequent and alarming, the Shahzadah saw no other alternative than 
that of retiring once more into Gnrrumseyr, probably the country so 
called between Kermaun and the sea coast. Ameir Hhsseyne ap- 
peared before Her^t, towards the close of the yeai seven hundred and 
nineteen, and'having by every maik of favmrand legaid, evinced his 
approbation of the conduct of Gheyauth-ud-dein, proceeded without 
delay, in conjunction with that chief, in pursuit of the Be3ssouriaDs , 
of whom having cut off a considerable number, he returned for the 
present, without prosecuting his advantage, to Iler.'lL, 



G53 


In ihc course of tbo fo]lo^^lng ;*ear, KepeikKhnun theson of Do^^a 
Kli.u'n luonnrtb of 'rran-u\inna, ha\mg rccei\cd intelligence of the 
nneratelul contest in ulin.li Btnsaoiir ciiiragccl with liis bcnefac- 
tor'^. (Ictcrminecl toeMatil\ the imiu’lbc of rloincstic revenge bs iinmc- 
(iiateij. ro-opciatiiig to hi'^ union For this purpose lieclisjiatch- 
crl the Shah '.'ul.ilib Eilti. lug ulai, Kubtuin, and Mongtily Kliaujah, at 
the head often thousand horse, across thcAinusah, witii instructions 
not to return until tho\ had cllcctuall , terminated the caicer of Bes s- 
sour. ami his a'^sociale exile ,\mcir Bekthh. He employed, at the 
s one tunc, an as:«. nt w ilii Ann ir II u* scn m*, to uige the expediency, on 
lus part olseiulincta proportion oflhearnn of Ixhorassaiui, to support 
llie Tchechalas an troops in the cxterminniion of the rebels A body 
cfl\\cnt\ thous uulmcn V. asai eoidiiigl) t'iuipiicdh\ Amcir Iliisseyne, 
and dircc ted to follo^^ in llie steps of the 'i cheghata\ ans. But, hen 
this foicc had ]irorceded to the slaiioii of Ivhcrscng, they learnt that 
Shah, adah Bc\''Soui liad alrcads f.dlcn into the hands of lus pursuers. 

On arri\ mg within about ten, or ptihaps, two farsangs of the resi- 
dence of BcM5sour. itajipears that some emissaries were sent by those 
in pursuit of him, to tamper with the fidelity oflus principal officers , 
whofinallN suri'oedcd. In ^cr^ liberal piomiscs, in engaging them to 
abandon their chief in the hour orbattic, and to join lus adversaries. 
The SI ah/adah on lus pait as soon as he discovered that the Tchegh- 
ata\an troops were m lus ncigliboihood, with an unsuspecting con- 
lidcncc in the attachment of hisfollowersjrcsolutelv prepared to combat 
them sword m hand But, lus officers sudJenlv quitting him the mo- 
ment the} had been arranged in their posts for the battle, and going 
over to the enemy, the Tcheghata\an chiefs immediately rushed on- 
waids to assail the Shahza.dah Coming however fust upon Anieir 
Bekliib, and striking oflT lus head, Bevssour had an opportunity of per- 
cci\ing lus danger, and immcdiatel} betook himself to flight. Eiltchi- 
gadai, with one thousand horse, w’as dispatched m pursuit of him, 
attacked, and killed him. The Tchegatayans then seized his children 
and w'omcn, and returned with a very considerable booty to the east- 
ward of the Oxus ; and the disturbances thus foi the present appeased, 
the people of Khorassaun w’cre permitted to enjoy a short interval of 
comparati\ e repose 
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At the period when he detached Ameir Husseyne to oppose and 
quell the usurpation of Shahzadah Beyssour, Abil Siieid, to whom it 
becomes now necessaiy to return, was residing- at Karabaugh, in the 
peninsula of the Kiirr and Araxes ; and not long after the depai ture of 
that chief, he piocccded in person in the same diiection, to support 
him in case of need, in his operations for the re-establishment of his 
authority m Khorassaun. He had, however, prosecuted his march no 
further than Beylekan, when he was compelled to suspend this object, 
by intelligence which reached him that the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, 
01 of the Keptcliauk Tartars, though this is the first instance in which 
we find them so designated, had issued from the plains on the Volga, 
and entered Georgia ; where he had defeated and cut to pieces, the of- 
ficers charged with the defence of that quaiter. The fugitives who 
had escaped, overtook the Sultan at this crisis ; and he conceived it 
expedient to leturn without delay, nith the troops about his person, 
which did not exceed two thousand hoise, to make head against the in- 
vadei , and disposingofthese, on the i ight bank of the Kurr, in a strait, and 
peihaps extended line, from point to point, in ordei to conceal ,'the dis- 
parity of numbers from the enemy, he encamped to watch their mo- 
tions. The Ouzbeks on the opposite side oftlierivei, employed them- 
selves, in the mean time, in overrunning eveiy district of the adjoining 
teriitory, and in driving off the inhabitants into captivity'. But Ameir 
Tchobaun arming shortly afteiuaids, also from Beylekan, with a re- 
inforcement of two tomauns tojoin iiis master, they conceived it pru- 
dent to withdraw , -while Tchobaun immediately crossed the Kurr, and 
pursued them with great slaughter, asTar as it u as thought convenient. 
After which he returned, with a considerable number of prisoners, to 
lejoin the camp of his sovereign, who conceived it no more than just 
to acknowledge the important seivice performed on this occasion, by 
^loading his general with additional honors and rewaids. 

Ameir Tchobaun proceeding, however, to demand that certain of 
the chiefs, whom he had rescued from captivity during his successful 
pursuit of the Ouzbeks, should be brought to an account for then con- 
duct in Georgia, on the recent irruption ; and the son of Alynauk with 
some of his associateNuyans, having sufieied the discipline of the club, 
whileothers were degraded from rank for their behaviour, the circum- 
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clnncc became the 'source of llic most dam^erous discontent against that 
disUnguishcd commander, and it was determined to seize the earliest 
ojiportunity ofrcvgugc. 

AbiiSucid, not long afterwards, returned toShltauniali , while Tcho- 
baiin marched again into Georgia, directing his course towards a 
station here called Koukteheh Tcngiieiz, and leavingpait ofhis equip- 
ments, possibly his fainil\ , in charge ofhis son Hussun. His enemies 
conceiving this to be the opporliinilj for which they had been for some 
tune on the w atcli, hastened, like woh es in quest of then prey, in search 
ofTchobaun. The latter was timely apprized of the design , but un- 
able to give entire credit to his inlorinaiion, he cmploted two ofhis 
followers to ascertain the truth ; and these tw o persons falling into the 
hands ot the malcontents, were iinmcdiatcly put to death In the 
mean tinic, to prepare for the worst, Tchobaun secretly abandoned 
the cantonments, in which he had been iircMously stationed, and re- 
moved to join his son , while the adverse Ameiisjcoming at midnight, 
in the c\pcclalion of surprising his quarters, and finding their victim 
down, were comiicdlod to console themselves w’lth plundering the 
station, after which they proceeded further in quest ofTchobaun. 
Tliaicliict no longcrdeclined to meet them, but. after opposing them for 
some tune w itli \ cq\ unequal numbers, and w itli his usual gallantryand 
resolution, he found himselt, at last, constrained toflv. He succeeded 
howe^cr, with some difficulty in conveying himself, in company with 
his son Hussun, to Tcbreiz , w heic he experienced all the consolations 
of fiicndship and gratitude troin Ally Shah the Vezzcir, wdio accom- 
panied him soon afterwardsj on his way to the piesence of Abu Saeid. 

A mandate from the Sultan, purporting to authorize the death of 
Amcir Tchobaun, having, in the mean time, been fabricated, and ex- 
hibited to the people as they advanced, by the factious Ameirs, the cir- 
cumstance when It became known to him, did not fail to produce 
soineslarmingsuspicions in tliatgeneral , and he was, accordingly, prose- 
cutinghisjourney to Sultauniah under considerable hesitation and dis- 

quietudeofmind. But the Vezzeir Ally Shah, hasteningto court before 

bun, and ascertaining that his tavor with Abh SAeid w^as rather increas- 
ing, than on the decline, the minister dispatched without delay lore- 
move his apprehensions, and quicken his approach to ih^ metropolis. 
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Tchobaunwas thus encouraged to enter the presenceof his master uuth 
unruffled confidence, and he pioceeded to communicate without re- 
serve, all that he had seen and heard with respect to the insurgents. 

On the other hand, Ameir Eirentchein, or perhaps Terentchein, who 
was father to one of the Sultan’s wives, at the head of the Ameirs of 
the adverse party, having drawn together a very superior force from 
various quarters of Azerbaijan n, had now crossed the Seffeid-rud, or 
white river , and there taking post, prepared for battle. The Sultan, 
with Ameir Tchobaun, also advanced from Sultauniah in the same di- 
rection; equally disposed to vindicate the authority of his government, 
and to protect the person of his general. In the mean time, repeated 
messages were convej^ed by his daughter, to alarm the mind of Eiren- 
tchein against the probable consequencesof his rebellious conduct , and 
to urge him to come to an accommodation, in the hope of being restored 
to the favor of her imperial consort. Eirentchein dispatched a mes- 
sage to inform Ins daughter in reply, that if her representations were to 
beat all relied on, and the Sultan weie serious in his amicable profes- 
sions, It was expected that on the following day he would cause a 
whitestandard to be displayed, in that part of the field where he lought 
in person. And this was agreed to without a demur on the part of Abu 
Saeid 

But, the next day, when ibis standard was dispfaj^ed accoiding 
to pioinise, a persuasion ran through the ranks of the insurgents, that 
the troops of the Sultan were either averse to, or cheaded a conflict 
M ith them , and derivingaddition.il confidence from such a belief, they 
hastened to commence the action, v ithallthe arrogance to v Inch it had 
given birth. The resolution with which their adveisaries advanced 
to repel the attack, might however lm\e tended in some measure to 
dissipate tlieillusion , but, the Sultan havingdirected the head of Ameir 
Sheikh Ally, the son of Eirentchein, to be struck and affixed to 
the point of a ‘;pcar, proclaiming, at the same time, that such would 
be the fate of every rebel to the cause oflns sovereign, the indignation 
of the father vasso inflamed by the spectacle, that rushing into the 
liattlc with impetuous itiry, and accompanied by liis uife the princess 
Kiinjeshk, he produced such extraordinary lia\oc among the Ahu 
Sieidians, as threatened to terminate in the most fatal result.. At this 
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crisis, the young Sultan now in Iris seventeenth year engaged in the 
conflict , and exhibited such conspicuous proofs of gallantry and ad- 
dress, that his principal commanders, animated by liis example, and 
casting away the reins of a more cautious circumspection, precipitated 
theinsclics individually, and at once, on the front of the enemy. A 
strong wind arising at the same time, and carrsing the Austin heavy 
clouds directly into the faces of the insurgents, fuinished an advantage 
which left the victory no longer doubtful IM.iny of the rebel chiefs 
incltiieir fate iii the field of battle; others, among whom was the ge- 
neral Eircntchcin, fell alive into the hands of the imperial party , and 
bcinc con^c^cd to Sultauniab, were there suspended to gibbets, and 
flics Iwinz kindled beneath them, they' w'cre in that maimer tortuie^ 
to death. 

The singular i alour display ed liy the vouthful monarch on this occa- 
sion, gave him an undoubted claim to the appellation of Bahandct , — 
hi roic, which was now' bestowed upon him bv the voice of the aimy; 
rnd the imperial secretaries rccon cd instiuctions to add this to Ins other 
titles The letters w Iiich w ere circulated to announce tlie \ ictory ac- 
cordinclv opened w ith the follow'iiig preamble — Vl-SuIian~nl-anddd- 
ylhu Sucid Bahauder iCItann — Sultan Abu Saeid, tlie just, the heioic 
lord 

In the sc\ cn hundred and tw enty first of the Hidjcrah, Aineir Tcho- 
baun solicited, and obtained in marriage the hand ol the princess Sauty', 
or Saiiky Bi-g, the dauglitcr of Ouljaitu, and swter of his soveieign ; 

Inch appears to ha\ e placed him on the very pinnacle oflns 2:lor\ ,and 
l)e\ond w hich indeed, as a subject, it was impossible to ascend further. 
In the course of the year following occuriedthe death ot Ameir Hus- 
sc\ ne, the son ot Aukboukaot the tribe ot Jellaeir, at tins period 2;o- 
lernor of Khorassaiin , and occ.isionally' denominated by' Instonaiis 
Slieikh llusseyne Ey Itkhauny, and Sheikh Ilusseyne BuzCng, -a hose 
children w ere destined for a short time to fill the throne of the Persian 
monarchy During the same y ear, the seven hundredandtw'enty' second 
otthe Llidjerah,* AmeirTchohaunexpenencedtliemortificationtolearn 

that his son Teymur Taush, who- held the government of Ptume, or 
that part of Anatolia subject to the Persian empire, had been misled 

by the suggestions of some gross and ignorant flatterers,, to usurp tlie 
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H 722-24 functions of royalty ; and, pretending to the character of the Mehedf, 
expected by the faithful at the latter age of the world, had entered 
tlabeib us- j^to'an alliance with the princes of Sj'Tia and Egypt, with a view to 
secure their support in the plans which he was forming, for the subju- 
gation of Azeibaijaun, and the two great provinces of Arabian and 
Persian Irak The old chief was however, no sooner apprized of the 
dangerous and disloyal designs of his son, than he disclosed to the 
Sultan so much of the intelligence that had reached hniij as he thought 
necessary, and diiected his march with a bod}'’ of troops for the Ana- 
tolian frontier. But the approach of his father being announced to 
Teymur Taush, he suddenly abandoned his ambitious views, and has- 
tened without delay to casthimself upon his mercy. Tchobaun, after 
putting the mischievous ad .risers of rebellion to the sword, returned 
into Azerbaijaun, and there delivered his disloyal son, bound, into the 
hands of his sovereign. Fro\n a resrard to the unshaken attachment 
of the father, Abu Saeid bestowed his pardon upon the rebel, and im- 
mediately employed him, moreover, to command in Kermaun. 

Of the seven hundred and twenty third of the liidjerali, thegreater 
part appears to have been consumed in the prosecution of some veiy 
odious and vexatious claims laidby Ameii Tchobaun, to vaiious lands 
and other hereditaments in Irak Ajein , liaving been persuaded, by 
persons otliei wise interested in the question, to consider himself the 
only legitimate surviving heir of Nauz Khauthn, princess ot Kurdis- 
taun, represented to have been married to his father, Melek Bahauder 
the son of Toudan Nuyan Without, however, harassing the reader 
with the detail, it will be sufficient to note, that these claims were 
founded on a variety of Kabaulah, title deeds, or chatters, either gen- 
uine or fictitious, placed m the hands of Tchobaun, by individuals who 
had obj'ects in contemplation, to the attainment of which he was thus 
to be made instrumental. By the intemperate and liljudged avidity 
with which he was led to engage in these views, and by the apprehen- 
sions excited to a great extent, by this litigation of property on the 
representation of every insidious informer, Tchobaun rendered himself 
at last the object of universal ill-will, if not of execration. With an at- 
tention to the tranquillity of the subject, which reflects honor on his 
memory, Ally Shah the Yczzeir interfered to remonstrate with Tclio- 
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baun. on the rapacious propensity which scemecl to have t.ikcn posses- 
sion of him , and having consigned to his agents, on the part qf the 
Sultan, certain districtsin Anatolia, in exchange for -whathe conceived 
hiinsclfcntitled to, as the hcirofN.iu? IChautun, together with twenty 
thousand dinaiii's from his on n private purse, he finally prevailed upon 
him tofoicgo these vexatious proceedings, and to imprecate upon him- 
self the most SCI ions curse, if ever he attempted to revive them. 

The respectable Tauie ud-dein Ally Shah did not long survive this 
]iopular and hene\olcnt exertion of his influence lie was attacked' 
In a complaint which cqudiy baflled the skill of medicine, and the 
‘-olicitudc of his sovereign for his recovery , and he expired at Oujaun, 
in the sc^en hundred and twcnt\ fourth of the Ilidierah, not less rc- 
gieltcd b\ that so\ crcign, than lamented by his fellow subjects His 
remainsncre coincvcd to Tebreiz, and deposited in the contiguity of 
a mo^ipie which had been elected by himself in that citv Of all the 
iniiiisicrs of the race of llulaukii, he is recorded as the onlv one, w’ho 
cscipcd a \iolcnt death , as a statesman of consuminace talents, and- 
exlciisne resources of mind, his lame could not have been soon for- 
gotten, and he left in different paits of Azcrbaijaun and frak,notwih- 
staiiding the prediction of his coaviiutor recently adverted to, endow'- 
ments of charitv, and structures devoted to the jnirposes of leligion, 
of a suftiLiciit magnitude long to piescrve his memory from oblivion. 
Abu Saeid was v erv lionoiably disposed through a sense of gratitude, 
to place the ^'l^zau^llt in the hands of one of the snrv iv mg sous of the 
deceased minister , Imt the two brothers quarrelling, and mutually 
cliargingcach other with corrupt and fraudulent piactices,in the course 
oftlicir cmiilov ment under then father’s ministrv , the whole of the pro- 
peitv accumulated bv him, during a life of zealous scrv ice to thestate, 
■was finally confiscated ; and instead of succeeding to the hio-hest di"- 
nilics in the empne, the wretched brothers w'eic both condemned to 
exist in obscurit} and indigence. 

The vacant appointment w^as, upon this, conferred bv the Sultan, 
upon Rokken-ud-dom S'lcin, the son of Zciai-ul-mulk Islahoramed r 
llielatter of whom had held the office of Kauzy to the armies, either 
of Sultan. jNIahommed the Ivhaurezrnian himself, or of some other of 
the last of that family Ev er since he had attained to v cars of discre.- 
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tion, Rolvken-iid-dem had served among the retainers attached to the 
person of -Ameir Tchobaiin, who had promoted and encouraged hiy 
early merit ; and through whose influence he found himself now laised 
to the first civil dignity of the state. 

One of tlie daughters of Ameir Tchobaiin-, whose name Uas Ba"h- 
dad Khautun, is described to have been a woman of exquisite beauty 
and attractions ; whose cheek surpassed the damask rose in bloom 
and fieshncss, and the brilliance of wdiose charming features eclipsed 
the lustre of the moon and stars This masterpiece of nature’s w ork- 
mauship had been married, in the seven hundred and twenty third of 
the Ilidjerah, to Amcir Sheikh Ilussun, the son of Aineir tlusscMie 
Gureknn, recently noticed • but, .some time in the seven hundred and 
twenty fifth ot the llidierah, It unfortunatels happened that the ^ oiing 
Sultan, then in hislw entieth vear, should have seen and become most vio- 
leiuh enamouiedot this bewitching female, to such a degree, asitissaid, 
astohavebccncquallysiibducdin reason andin patumce. ItisJierestated 
to have been an aiticle in the code of Jengiieiz, that ii hen the sovi'r- 
cign evinced a predilection for the wife of any one of his good sub- 
jects, whatever his rank or dignity in the state, the husband was ex- 
pected immcdiatcl} to divorce and send her to the imperial haiam • 
and Abu Siicid, in one of the paroxvsms of the dcliiium to wliu h 
he was a prey, was induced to communicate, b\ a confidential peison 
to Ameir Tdiobaun, some hints of his attachment for his daughter, 
and of his expectation that it should be gratified w illiout delay, d'he 
rejily which this haughty and powerful chieftain transmitted on the 
occasion, was, however, dictated bv a jealousy of Ins honor, and 
a sentiment of indignation, but little consonant w ith the v icws of the 
Sultan ; altliough the latter found it expedient for the present not to 
disclose Ins elisappointment, whatever uiifav or.ilile impressions the 
unarcommodatiiig demeanor of Triiohaiiii had left upon In-, nnrid. 

Tlicsc untow arJ circumstances appear to iiav e occurred .'t Oiijaiin 
.'bout iheclu-.e of the summer ofsev en inindred and tu enty five; and 
PS the winter drew near. \inc ir I'cliobaini, coiicf iv niir that hy a sepnr- 
.''I'on from its object, the Sultan mudil be able ni some degree to ox~ 
tiii^nisli Ins un w arrantabie passion. a\ ailed hirnsrlf ot tin opjKirtun ly 
to rtmeve !"s d.'UgUt"r am’ sou m law, to Kbrabaugli, m t!ie fv rnrisii- 
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luof the K\irr nndOras ; ^^lulc Abu Sacid, with whatever reluctancc> 
proceeded to pass the winter at Baghd’id But instead of diminishing, 
this constraincdseparation contributed to augment and confirm beyond 
controul, the delirium by which his faculties were by this time com- 
plctol\ subdued. 

At a conjunctine thus critical, Sacin the Vezzcir, who had received 
on his ad\ ancement, or soon aftcrwaids, the title of Nussret-ud-dein, 
toniul means to disco\crthc changcwhich had taken plaCe in the Sul- 
tan’s disposition tow ards 'rdiobaun , and he a\ailed himself without 
remorseof the occasion to detail to his master, in tei ms w Inch were 
calculated to soothe hisdisappointedlcelings, every circumstance that 
was onen‘'i\e, in the conduct of his caily benefactor, and of Ins depen- 
dents and relati\es And he finished the dtdineation by bringing to 
the Sultan’s recollection, that c\erN dirhem of the revenues of the em- 
pire w as entirelN at the discretion of thiso\cr grown subject; through 
w hose cxorbitvUitusurpation of authority, neither minister, nor Ameir, 
nor noble oran\ class, pos',essod any longer the slightest infinence in 
the state Those malc\olent siiggcstions on the part of Ins Vezzeir, 
did not tail to sink deep into, the mind oi the \oungmonarch , and in 
addition to the distaste already occasioned on the subject of Baghdad 
lvhautnn,coinplet<.l\ filled the measure of his aversion to Ameir Tcho- 
haiin. 

Peicei\ mg that Abu 's'leid had, for several davs, declined gning au- 
dience to his people, Tcliobaiin, m pri\ ate ventured to express Ins 
surprise that an\ lliiug should be sufficient to produce in the breast of 
a monarch, whose power extended to the gi eater part of thehabitable 
world, such serious diNquieludc, as that w Inch appeared to have taken 
possession of him The Sultan told him in reply, that having lodg^ed 
111 Ins hands the entire authority of Ins government', he expected, as 
the least return, that his conduct would be so regulated as to secure 
the icposeof his master, from everj' species of interruption , j'^et, in 
truth, that the time was long since gone by, in wdnch he had been 
allowed to pass Ins dajs as he could w’ish and hp finally expressed 
himself, in some respect dissatisfied wnth the conduct of his son Da- 
mashk Khauiah, w ho at tins period supei intended the Sfiltan’s house- 
hold Tchobaun quitted the pavilion of lus mastei under considerable 
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heads of AmeirTchobaun and bis followers, put to death by one of the 
imperial generals, in Khorassaun. 

The device had all the effect which it was intended to produce ; 
forDamashk was no sooner apprized of the appalling report, than/his 
presence of mind forsook him. He immediately quitted the castle , 
and, accompanied by no more than ten persons, abandoned himself to 
his fears, of w'hich he neither knew the cause nor the object. Two of 
the Shltan’s domestics, Messer Khaujah and Aga Lulu, w'ere employed 
to pursue, and soon afterwards overtook the fugitive, although hew^as 
mounted on the fleetest horse in the stables of the race of Hulauku ,* 
for his pursuers no sooner drew near, than, in spite of the efforts of his 
rider to spur him on, the animal stood stock still, and immoveable as 
the horses or knight, on a chess board , and to complete his misfortune, 
wdien, on finding that he must combat for existence, he endeavored to 
draw his sword, the blade by a similar fatality w’as not to be disengaged 
from the scabbard. Thus deprived both of the means of self defence,^ 
and further flight, he was overtaken by Messer Khaujah , who was 
about to dispatch him without further ceremony, when hiscompanioa 
called out to him to foibear, since Damashk was not of a consideration 
so humble, as to be dcstro3'ed w ithout the express and final commands 
of their sovereign. Messer hastened accordingly to the presence of ^ 
the Sfiltan , from whom he received a signet to be conveyed to Aga 
Li'ilu, as his warrant for execution, and the existence of the devoted 
captive was terminated without further demur This event is stated 
to have occurred on the sixth of Shavaul of the seven hundred and 
twenty seventh of the Hidjerah * The vast property of the unfortu- 
nate chief was given up to be pillagedby the multitude, and many aa 
indnidual, the mostwuetched mendicant m the streets of Sultaujiiah 
in the morning, found himself the evening of the same day, in a state 
of comparative opulence from his share in the treasures accumulated, 
by the son of Tchobaun. ' 

Havingvindicated hissupremacy b)’^ this severe exertion ofhis power, 
Abu Siieid proceeded to dispatch instructions to the generals in Khor- 
assaun, charging them to emploj- their utmost zeal and diligence, to 
the extirpation of Tchobaun and his adherents in that quarter; and 

* Aug'ibt 23d, A D 3,327 
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mandates lo a similar effect were expedited at the same time to every A. H, 
other province of the empiie, in order that not a vestige of this once ^ ^ 
favorite and powerful family, might be suffered to remain on earth. 

The Sultan, shortly afterwards, repaired in person to Kazvein, where 
he had directed his troops to assemble with all possible expedition. - 
The agent employed to convey the Sultan’s instructions into Kho- 
rassaun, found Ameir Tchobaun r\ith the army of the province at 
Baudgheiss , here said to be a dependency of Her.\t, as m other places 
we are told of theTehraun of Key, and the Meraugliah of Tebreiz, The 
Sultan’s oiders were communicated in private to the Ameils, to whom 
they had been addressed ; but, as it appeared on deliberation that an 
open attempt against the person and authority of Tchobaun, was at 
piesent impracticable, they proceeded immediately together to the pa- 
vilion of that chief, and apprized him, without reserve, of all that they 
had been required to execute , totally disclaiming, at the same time, 
all concurrence in the death of his son When the conference broke 
up, at which he'had received this afflicting and alarming disclosure, 
his eldestson Hussun represented toTchobaun that itwould be equally 
absuid and preposterous to calculate henceforwaids on any measures 
of conciliation with the Sultan ; and that it was not Jess dangerous 
than imprudent, to place any reliance on the piofessions ofthe Ameirs. 

The plan of proceeding which he should theiefore propose-was, imme- 
diately to dispatch thoseofthegenerals whose attachment to Abd Sdeid 
was sufficiently notoiious, and to demand the assistance oftheTche- 
ghatayan Sultans, lor the final subjugation of, and the establishment 
ol tlie authoiity of the family in, Khorassauu These objects accom- 
plished. It uould not be difficult to coiiteud with the power of Abd 
Sdeid, when he should approach the province, and ultimately toavenge 
in the centie of Irak the injuries with which he seemed disposed to 
overu helm them 

Too confident in the multitude of his tioops, and in the energies of 
his ov n personal valour, this did not, hou evei , accord with the bolder 
■\ie\\s of Amen Tchobaun “ What man in Irak,” exclaimed he with 
his natural ariogance, “is there that dares array himselt in armsao-amst 
“ me , nay v ho is there, that even in thought can enduiethe idea, much 
“ less fonu,the design of supporting a serious conflict witlime Then 
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lequiring the attendance of Nussiet-ud-dein Saein the Tezzeir, whom 
he considered as the fermenting principle of these evils, he directed the 
executioner to dispatch him without delay. The Yezzeir was thun- 
deistiuck at the suddenness of his condemnation, but perceiving that 
tlierewas little room for expostulation, he contented himself with de- 
siring the executioner to diiect his blow so as to sever him exactly 
through the middle. Then fixing his eye stedfastly upon Tchobaun, 
he observed to him — “let tins spectacle remove thy confidence in the 
“ stability of voildly powei , b}' the si^oid hast thou attained it, and 
“ by the swoid shall it be terminated.” 

Ameir Tchobaun now directed his march without further delay for 
Persian Irkk, at the head of seventy- thousand horse, which at this pe- 
riod served under his standard ; having first exacted, from the generals 
■who accompanied him, a solemn oath to be faithful to his interests. 
This oath, on his aiiivingat Semnaun, he conceived it however expe- 
dient that they should repeat in the presence of Sheikh Rokken-ud- 
dein Alla-ud-doulah, vhom he prevailed upon, at the same time, to 
repair to the presence of Abu Saeid, for the purpose of mediating an 
accommodation , stipulating for no othei terms than that the indn idu- 
als concerned in the death dt his son might be deliveied into his hands 
The Sheikh undeitook his friendly office A\ith cheerfulness, and he 
proceeded 'SMth all convenient dispatch to the camp of the \ oung mon- 
arch ; by -VAliom he ^^as leceived with all the lespect to which the re- 
puted sanctity of his character appears to have entitled him. His 
arguments to piomote an accommodation n itli Tchobaun, pro\ ed hon - 
e-\er totally unavailing, both the SQltan and his courtiers continuing 
unshaken in their resolution to proceed to extremities. The Sheikli 
returned therefore to communicate to Ameir Tchobaun the unsuccessful 
result of the conference ; neither did he now forbear to caution him, 
at his peril to draw his sword, ^vhatever his injuries, against the au- 
thority of his so\ creign, 

7’he pride of Tchobaun had, houever, not yet sustained any con- 
tincrcncv to make him recede in the slightest degree from hi‘^ purpose , 
and he continued accordiiurlv to advance, until he came to the station 
of Kouha, or Ibrauhmiabad, uithin oneday’s march of the armj of the 
Sultan. But here he experienced a fearful presage of v hat he v as to 
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expect from the constrained attachment of the Ameirs, in the defection A, H 

©fMahommed Beg Tchitchek, the maternal uncle of Abh Saeid, who, ^ D 

notwithstanding the solemn engagement so recently repeated, w'ent 

^ s 

‘over, with other chiefs, and thirty thousand horse, to join the Sultan. 

This appalling circumstance at once opened his eyes to the dangers 
which threatened him, and banished all confidence in the Ameirs who 
vet remained apparently attached to his standard ; and he drew off, 
without further delay through the desert, on his return towards Kho- 
rassaun. The wdiole of the subordinate chiefs with their follow'ers 
immediately dispersed in different directions, and Tchobaun, having 
previously dismissed his consort, Sauty, orSaukyBeg, to avail herself 
of the protection of her imperial brother, continued his retreat with- 
out halting, to the banks of the Mfirghaub, or river of Alern ; it being 
at first his intention to retire across the Oxus, to claim the protection 
of the Tcheghatd^ an monarch. But having reached the Murghaub, 
without any further untoward contingency, he suddenly abandoned 
that design, and resolved to seek an asylum at Herat, with Alelek Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein, u ho is here said to have been brought up undei his pat- 
ronage , and from this he was not to be dissuaded by the most earnest- 
expostulations and entreaties, on the part of his wife Dulendy, another 
of the daughters of Ouljaitu, who, in vain, conjured him to recollect 
the manj instancesof flagitious perfidy, recorded of the raceofGuer- 
ret, particularly in the examples of Dauneshmund Bahauder, and 
x\meir Norouz. But the measuie of Tchobaun’s destinj’’ had now' 
reached its consummation, and it w as not to be averted by any precau- 
tions othuman prudence. 

Proceeding to Herat, in conformity with the resolution thus fatally 
adopted. Araeir Tchobaun experienced on his arrival, from Gheyauth- 
ud-dein. in appearance at least, the strongest proofs of humanity, and 
of his regard for the claims of hospitalit\ , and who assigned him a pl.ice 
of residence worthy of those professions of attachment, and entire de- 
votion to his interests, which lie did not cease to lavish upon him At 
tins very conjuncture, however, a letter from Abu Saeid was delivered 
to the prince of Herat, which conveyed to him a proposal to pu t Tcho- 
baun to death; for which his wife Gurduntchein, together witli the 
weaithofthe AtabekofFarss.wouldbethecompensatiou. Forgetting as 
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once the ties of gratitude, and the sacred Tights of hospitality, the 
perfidious chief dispatched the executioner to take away thc-life of his 
guest. In the first emotions of surprise and horror, Tchobaun intreated 
an interview with his betrayer ; but that indulgence being peiemptorily 
denied him, he prepared himself with becoming resolution to meet his 
fate^ He requested, however, that when the stroke of death should 
have been inflicted upon him, his last wishes might be attended tom 
three points. The first was, that his head might not be severed from 
the body , but that one of his fingers, which was lemarkable forhaving 
two ends, might be taken off, and transmitted in its stead, as a proof 
that his careei had been forever closed. The second was, that his son 
Jull^o Khaun a child of great beauty and promise, the offspring of the 
princess Diilendy, another of the sisters of the Sultan recently menti- 
oned, might not be put to death, but sent to his uncle in Iiak. The 
last was, that his body might be conveyed to Medeinah, to be depos- 
ited in the sepulchre which had been there long since erected by him 
fonts reception. All this Gheyauth-ud-dein faithfully engaged to ful- 
fil, when he finally diiected the executioner to dispatch him. 

In hlohurrim of the seven bundled and twenty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah,^ therequisite proof of Tchobaun’s execution was received at the 
head quarteis of the imperial army. In the winter of the same yeai, 
Ghayauth-ud-dein, on his way to claim from Abfi Saeid the lewaid of 
his perfidy, became apprized that Baghdad Khautun had been placed 
in theroj'al haram , and had already established a very poweitul influ- 
ence over the mind of her impeiial paramour, which she was not veiy 
likely to exeit to the advantage of her father’s murderer. Hence con- 
ceiving some alarm, he unaccountably dispatched one of his attend- 
ants back again into Khorassaun, with oideis to put to death the in- 
nocent JulldO Khaun, wdiich were very punctually executed. Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein then continued his jouiney to court, which he found at 
this period at Karabaugh of Arran. In consequence of the recent ex- 
altation ofBaghdiid Khautun, his reception vas not the most flatter- 
ing to his hopes. He was in fact, placed under some kind of restraint, 
until the bodies of Ameir Tchobaun and Jullao Khaun, which he had 
been directed to send for to Herat, armed at Oujaun. The sum of 

''No^eulbcr, A. D. 1327. 
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forty thousand dinauis was then added by the Sultan, to furnish cano- 
pies, or palls, of suitable magnificence for the coffins of the departed 
chiefand his murdered son , and they ucicbylnsordeis both committed in 
particular charge to the pilgrims proceeding to Mekkah, ^\lth instruc- 
tions to convex thcinfmally to* hlcdeinah for sepulture, m confoimity 
xMlh tliedxing request ofTchobaun Tlie lemains of that chief, and 
histhild u cre accordinglv conducted by the Iladjies through the whole 
routine of the pilgi image, and ultimately consigned to the grave, by 
the side of Imauin IIussuii at Medcmah , it being considered a x lo- 
lation ol tliatiespect xxliich xxasdue to the memory of the prophet, to 
open any graves in the sanctuary of his mosque, in, or near uhich, 
Tchobaun had caused his mausoleum to be erected 

Amcir Tchobaun is described to have been a man of great integrity 
and firmness of mind , to have dexoted himself xvith uniform zeal to 
the exercise of the duties ot his religion , and to have left, on the roads 
to Syiiaand Egx pt such meinoiials of his magnificent spirit, as to hax'^e 
ohliteialed, in a great degice. the fame of the most splendid and cele- 
brated structures of the ancient Persian empire lie is lastly said to 
haxe conducted to the sacred citv of Mekkah an abundant supply of 
XX atcr, xvhicli from a desart changed the neighborhood of the place to 
a scene of flourishinc; cultivation. 

To leave nothing unrecorded of a person xvho has engrossed so ex- 
tensive a share in the subject of these pages, the author proceeds to de- 
liver, in biicf, an account ol his nine sons and then descendants. The 
eldest of these xxas Ameir Hussun leccntly spoken of, xxho had also 
three sons. Tanlesh, Iladiv Beg, and Gliouje Hitsseviie. Taulesh had 
eipoyed, foi sometime, under the authority of AbiiSaeid, the govern- 
ment of Isfahaun and Faiss , and at the peiiod of Ameir Tchobaun’s 
disastrous return into Khorassaun, accompanied his father into the 
province of Alazanderaun , from xvhence they proceeded together into 
Khaurezm, to claim the piotcction of Ku thigh Teymiir, the goxminor 
ot the piovince under the authoiity of the Khaun of the Ouzbeks. By 
theassistance of that officer, they were enabled to prosecute their jour- 
ney to the court of his sox'ereign, by whom they xvere immediately ad- 
vanced to some of the most distinguished emplovments under his go- 
veinment Being ultimately dispatched with anaimy to reduce Tchir- 
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A. H. 728. kesSjOr Circassia, Ameir Hussun received in the course of the service, 

A. D. 1327. a -wound in his shoulder of which he died. His son Taulesh expired 

Habeib-us- ^ natural death, about the same period. Of the two other sons, 
scvr# 

• ' Hadjy Beg was poisoned by Ins cousin german, Sheikh Hussun Kou- 

tchek , and Ghouje Husseyne perished also by a violent death, through 
the diiection ofSuliman Khaun of the race of Yeshmowut the son of 
Hulauku, as will be seen hereafter. 

The second son of Tchobaun was Teymhr Taush , the ambitious 
governoi of Rhme formerly adveited to, as having aspired at indepen- 
dent power. ATlien intelligence reached him of his fathei’s disgrace 
and death, he happened to be at Sivauss, in the same province ; and 
having immediately shut himself up in one of the stiong holds of the 
country, he might perhaps conceive that, for some time at least, his 
pel son would be sufficiently secuie from danger, but on a more deli- 
beiate view of circumstances, he collected his property, which is re- 
presented as enormous; and sought an as3lum with Melek Nausser, 

' Sultan of Egypt Here, b}’’ a liberal distribution of his vealth, he 

acquiied among the higher classes of the natives, such distinguished 
popularity, that his piotector, after treating him for some time with 
great kindness and attention, .became at last jealous lest his growing 
influence might endanger his own authoiity , and he embraced an early 
opportunity to put him to death. His head was tiansmitted to Abu 
Saeid, bj^ whom it was received, while in summei quarters at Oujaun, 
in Shavaul of the seven hundred and twenty eighth of the Hidjerah.'^ 
Teymur Taush left four sons, of whom Ameir Sheikh Hussun Kou- 
tchek, and INIelek Ashruf, will be sufficientlj distinguished in the suc- 
ceeding pages' 

The fate of the thud son, Damashk Kliaujah, has been already des- 
ciibed He left four daughters, one of whom, Dilshaud Kliautun, 
celebrated b}’ the muse of Khaujah Suliman Savjj'', became at a sub- 
sequent peiiod the wife of Abu Sfieid 

The fourth son of Tchobaun was Ameir iSIahmud, who presided m 
Gurjestaun , and v ho was tali en and put to death by the Abusaeidiau 
generals, in the same yeai that proved fatal to the father, fie left se- 
veral children, all of Whom perished either by poison or the suord, 
tluough the animosit}'’ of then relative Sheikh Hussun Koutchek. 

* -August, 1328. 


671 


Th 0*50 foiu “^ons \\crc by the same mother wjlh Ijaghdad Khautnn. 

The fifth son A\as Jullao Khnun jcccntly noticed to have been per- 
fubou'^ly put to death by Glle^ auth-iid-deini prince of Merat. 

The sixth nas Sexurghann, or Sexuraya, xxho=5e mother was the 
princess Sauty or Satiky Bog, the daughter of Ouljaitu, and sister of 
Abu Sacid. 

The sex enth, eighth, and ninth, xvcrcSeviigu Shaud, Yanghy Bans- 
setx, or Paiisty, and Norotm, all three bv one mother; ahd they mil 
separately be brought undci the attention of the reader in a future page. 

Ro'^uming the narratixe, xxc arc informed that notwithstanding the 
deadlx axersion xx Inch he enlcitained for the rest of the familx, his 
passion for Bayluiad Khaiitiin continued to rule xvith iindiminishcd 
and uiicontroulablc violence in the bocom of the Sultan , and he at 
hwt emploxcd the intcrxcntion of one of Ins Kauries, of the name of 
Mubaurek Shall by xxhatexer argumenl>i he tliought most adxisahle. 
to prcxail upon Shaikh Ilu^sun the Exlekhaunnm, to accede to his 
xxislie^, and consent ton separation from his wife. Conscious of ins 
inahihtx to contend xx ith despotic authority . and of the personal danger 
to be apprehended from icsistaiice, the ciixicd husband submitted to 
jiart XX nil her xxiioxxasthc delight and pride oflns existence. At the 
expiration ot the prescribed penod, the Sultan proceeded to espouse 
the repudiated beauty. -and she became at once the partnei of his bed 
and throne , and the lufiuence xx inch she obtained, in consequence, m 
the adimnistration of the yoxeinmcnt, restoied, in some degree, the 
fortunes of the family of Tchobaun. 

Baghdad Kbautiin ap])ears at all cv'cnts, to have retained her poxxer 
oxer the Sultan’s aflections unimpaired, until the sex'en hundred and 
thirtx second of the llnijerah ; xvhen he xvas persuaded by the sugges- 
tions of pnvate'malevolcnee into a belief, that she continued to hold a 
clandestine intercourse with her former husband. In the first moments 
of irritation, orders xvere issued that the unfortunate Ameir Hussun 
should be immediately put to death , although he xx^as preserx'ed for a 
more exalted destinx .through the intercession ofh is mother, xxdioxx as the 
monarch's aunt He xvas, howex’-er, imprisoned m the fortress of 
Kaukh, and the suspected fyhautiin banished from all correspondence 
xxith her imperial consort. But, some time aftenxards, discoxeuiio’ 
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A. H. 732-36 that she had been basely traduced b}'- her calumniators, the Sultan res- 
A. P. 1332-35. tored her to his favor, and the government of Rhme, oi Anatolia, was 

Habeib-us- conferred Oil the injured Ameir Hussun. 
r» 

The circumstances attending the administration of Gheyauth-ud- 
dem Mahommed, the son of the late Vezzeir Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ullah ; the conspiiacj- set on foot by Naurein Toghai the son of Key- 
bouha Nuyan, and other powerful Ameirs, in order to destroy the 
minister, with Baghdad Khautun, and eventually the Sultan himself, 
had it not been defeated principally thiough the personal vigilance and 
energ}^ of the monarch; together with other less important matters 
which occupy the lemaining periods of the reign of Abd Saeid, would, 
in interest, scarcely compensate the labour of detail We shall there^ 
fore, with little regiet, and without further taxing the indulgence of 
the leadei, pass on at once to the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the 
Hidjerah. 

About the close of the summer ofthatj^earj which had been remark- 
able for the excessne heat of the season, reports conveyed to him of 
the approach towards that frontier, of the annies of Iveptchauk, neces- 
sarily drew the attention of the Sultan to the banks of the Kuir; and 
he was accordintflv on hjs march in that direction, wdien his health 
became suddenlj'’ and seriously affected. At the expiration of a fort- 
night, the complaint appearing, howe^er, to give way to the efforts of 
medical skill, he ventured, like his father, to make a piematuie use ot 
his bath, wdiich produced a violent lelapse of hw drsoider Some of 
his phj^sicians conceiving a suspicion that he liad been poisoned, pro- 
ceeded to presciibe such remedies as the ease seemed torequiie. Eveiy 
application proved, how'ever, jinsuccessful. The young Shltan w'as 
seized, in'sjiite of all then skill, with the agonies of dissolution, and 
expired on the thirteenth of the fattei Rebbeia of tlie seven hundred 
and thutv sixth of the Hidjerah,''^ in the neighborhood ofKi\rabaugh , 
at the age of thirty yeais and six months, and after having w'lelded the 
sceptre of Hulauku, w'ltb considerable glory, for a period of eighteen 
j ears sc\en months and sixteen days. 

According to some statementm the preliminar}’- to the Zuffurnamah, 
it woiild appear that tow aids the concluding peiiod of ins life, Abii 

*I>o\euiler 30tb, 1333. 
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Sae'id had transferred his affections to Dilshaud KhantAn, the daugh- 
ter of Damashk Khaujah, whom, with the usual facility, he proceeded 
to enrol among liis wives, and on this, finding her influence declining, 
that Baghdad Khautun in a fit of revenge and jealousy, dared to admin- 
ister poison to her royal husband, u hich was, therefore, considered the 
actual causeof his premature death. It is, nevertheless, equally strange 
and unaccountablcthatallhistoriansshouldso blindly agree in repiesent- 

111" both Baghdad, Khautun and Dilshaud, as the wives of Abu Saeid 
at the same time; although it could not have escaped them, that a 
connection bv marriage with the aunt and the niece together, is stiictly 
proscribed by the laws of the Koran, and that Abu Sueid was an or- 
thodox Alussulman, docs not appear to be at all questioned. In this 
Mew it would seem more consistent with probabilit}’-, that the Sultan 
should hare first dissolved his union with Baghdad Khautun by le- 
gularlv putting her array, and then only to have espoused her niece; 
all rrhicli is. possibly, noticed by the author, in order, by evincing the 
impiacticabilitr of executing such a design, to remorse from that prin- 
cess the foul and horrible stigma of having destioycd her husband. 

The remains of the Sultan rveie conveyed to the metiopolis of Sul- 
tauniah,anddeposiLcd,rvilh the usualsolcmnrties, in astructureerected 
'^for the purpose by liimself in the outskirts of that place. 

Among the most respectable of the contemporaiies of Abu Shield, 
rr e cniiiiot omit to mention the celebrated Sheikh Scffy-nd-deiii Ai de~_ 
belli/, the ancestor of the Seffiiides or imperial lace ofSnrFY, extin- 
guished bv Kadir Shah, in the former pait of the eighteenth century. 
By the sanctity of his cliaiacter, and the unblemished purity, and be- 
nevolence of his life and manners, he had contiived to establish, amidst 
the distractions rvhich peivadcd his cxiuntry, so powerful an influence 
ovei the minds of men, that the r^ery Tartars, rvith all their 'feiocity 
and disregard to the dictates of humanity, aie said to have yielded an 
extraordinary deference to his commands He wab the ancestor in the 
sixth degiee, of Shah Issmaeil Seffy the first, the founder of the mon- 
archy in this family 

Another who flounshed during the reign of Abu Saeid, was Ham- 
dullah ul AIAstouffy, the son of Abi Bukkei, the Kazvuiian, author of 
the Taiikh guzeidah and Nuzzehet-ul-kullouh, (recreations for the 
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heart), both highly esteemed perfoimances in the east. He was a clerk 
or secretaiy, m theofFicesofthe learned Vezzeir Reshid-ud-deinFazzel- 
uliah, and his son Gheyaiith-ud-dein Mahommed , to the latter of 
whom, he inscribed his work the Tarikh giizeidah, which is brought 
down to the seven bundled and twenty ninth of the Hidjerah , and 
which, considering the sources from whence he had an opportunity of 
deriving his information, would seem entitled to a more than ordinary 
degree of our confidence, were it possible to conceive an Asiatic of 
that age capable of delivering to posterity a faithful and impartial re- 
view of events. His brother, Fakher-ud-dein Futtah-ullah, was not 
less distinguished for his genius and learning. 

It IS, lastly, not to be forgotten that the year, 'in which the glories 
of the race of Jengueiz in Ii^n expired with Abfi Saeid, (Tor the fleet- 
ing pageants subsequently exhibited on the throne, are scarcely worth 
the record of history) gave birth to the invincible Teym&r , an event 
which took place at Kesli, sometimes denominated the green cit3qor 
the city of verduie, between Samarkand and Nakhsheb, on the twenty 
fifth of the month of Shabaun ,* about the period at which our third 
Edward was pieparingfor his glorious expedition into France. 

Muezz-ud-dein Arpa Khaux, tenth of the Persian monarchs of 
the race of Jengueiz. 

This prince was a descendant from Artekbouka, one of the sons of 
Tuly Khaun, and previous to his elevation bore the name of Arpa Ka- 
wun. In consequence of the declaration of the late Sfiltaii, that there 
remained no pel son of the line of Hdlaukii qualified tosustain the functi- 
ons ofthe imperial dignity, and that theimportan t trust therefore necessar- 
ily devolved to AipaKawun,amessage was dispatched byGheyauth-ud- 
dem the Vezzeir, as soon as the Sfiltan was peiceived to be in the ago- 
nies of death, to invite that prince fiom the private residence of his 
family, to take possesion ofthe splendor ofa throne. The new monarch 
reached the imperial encampment, on the dav subsequent to that on 
which his predece‘?sor had expired, and was immediately seated in so- 
vereign power, with the usual MogliAl formalities' 

' In addressing the Araeirs of the empire the day after his accession, 
Arpa Khaun is described to have stated to them, that he was not, like. 
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cover for future revolt, lie seized and executed Ameir MahmiYd Shah 
Aynju ; and Towukkel Kiitlilgh, of the line of Ougtai K^an, with two 
most promising youths his children, was condemned to suffer' the same 
fate. Ameir Mussaoiid, and x\bu Ishauck, the sons of Ameir Mah- 
miid Shah, contiived however to escape from Tebreiz , the former to 
Riime, where he claimed the protection of Ameir Sheikh Hussun the 
Eylkhaunian,and the latter intoDiaurbekii, to Ameir Ally B^idh Shah, 
•who had declaied himself hostile to the government of Arpa Khaun. 
On the other hand, Ameir Eyss Kutihg, and Shltan Shah the son of 
Neikiouz, with some other chiefs wdio had been imprisoned under the 
authority of Abu Saeid, now found themselves by some means or other 
at large, and attached themselves to the service of the new sovereign ; 
but an habitual tuibulence of disposition did not admit of their for- 
bearing to encourage the spirit of revolt and sedition, which was at this 
period bursting forth in every quarter of the empire. In the mean 
time, Dilshaud Khautun also, who was pregnant by the late Sultan, 
fled to Ally B^idu Shah in Diaurbekir , while Khaujah Lhlh hastened 
to apprize him, on the part of his sister Hadjy Khautun, the mother 
of Abh Saeid, ofthehostiledesigns ofArpaKliaiin, althoughshe had but 
recently concurred in his elevation. All which, united with the ani- 
mosity derived from his ancestor, who was engaged during the reign of 
the emperor Kublai, in perpetual hostilities wuth Artekbouka, who 
held a similar relation of ancestry to the new monarch, at last confirmed 
Ally Baidh Shah in his design of raising Miissa Khaun the grandson 
of Bkidh Khaun, to the throne, in opposition to the established author- 
ity of Arpa Khaun. 

Confiding m the strength of his armies to support the claims which 
he had thus determined to assert, Ameir Ally Bflidu Shah finall}" ad- 
vanced in considerable force from Diaurbekir towards' Azerb^ijaun ; 
while Arpa Khaun, reposing in the,counsels and experience of his min- 
ister, Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, hastened with equal resolution 
to vindicate the rights of established authority, and to oppose his ad- 
versaries m the field of battle. During the reciprocal approach of the 
armies, Gheyauth-ud-dein received, by a deputation from, the chiefs of 
the adverse party, a proposal to compromise the dispute, by confer- 
ring upon Ally B^idA Shah, the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, orcaptain; 
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general of the empire", a\lucli rvas however rejected with haughty dis- 
dain, by the Yczzeir. At the same crisis the expedient was suggested, 
by Arpa Khaun, of cutting off such of the commanders m his train, 
ns he had reason to suspect of favoiing the interests of the enemy , in 
V Inch, n itli a magnanimity deserving of a better fate, the minister also 
refused to concur, alleging that he considered their existence or non- 
existenccy their attachment or hostility, as equally unimportant in the 
scale. 

On Y’edncsday the nineteenth of Ramzaun,"^ in the neighborhood 
of a station called Tcheghtu, the adverse armies came to battle, but 
Eysskutlugh and Sultan Shah N’eikiouz, desci ting thestandardof Arpa 
Khaun in the heat of the action, and going over to the enemy, victoiy 
finally declared for INIiissa Khaun, and the Ameirs who supported his 
claims. The vanquished monarch and his minister fled m diflfeient 
directions , but being closely puisued, the minister was taken at Mer- 
aughah, and immediately conveyed to the presenceof Ally Eaidu Shah, 
vho treated him n itli respect and compassion, and seemed, otherwise 
disposed to spare his life ; but the associated Ameirs uniting to urge 
his indispensable destruction, that just, learned, and accomplished 
statesman was condemned, on the twenty third of the same month of 
Ramzaun j" to perish by the s^vord of the executioner. Arpa Khaun 
was, a few days afterwards, also seized in the territory ofSenjauss, and 
brought to Oujaun , where by the direction of hlussa Khaun, or his 
party, he v as delivered over to the sons of Ameir Mahmhd Shah Ajm- 
ju, 11 ho did not fail to retaliate upon him with rigid severitj’^, the 
death of their father. Arpa Khaun was thus cut off, on the third of 
Sliavaul of the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,:|; after 
a short and tuibuleiit reign of five months and tlnrteen days. 

hlussA Khaux, the son of Ally Khaun, and grandson of Baidd 
Khaun, eleventh of the Persian monarchs of the race Jengueiz. 

Having terminated the career of Arpa Khaun, in the manner just 
related, Ameir Ally Baidil Shah proceeded without further obstacle, 
t© place hlussa Khaun on the throne of Hulauku. He conferred the 
office of Vezzeir on Ameir Hadjy the son of Tauj-ud-dein the Shir- 
vauman , reserving, however, to himself, the unlimited exercise of the 
. " Maj 1st, 133(J. tMaySlh. jMas 
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Acceding to the propose), Sheikh Hussun with two thousand of A. H 
the best soldieis, diew off accoidingly, and took post on a neighboi- ^ D 13J 
mg eminence winch overlooked the field of battle. But the residue Habeib 
of the armies were no sooner engaged, than, cither alaimed at a move- 
ment, the object of which it had, possibly, not been thought expedient 
to explain to him, or thiough som'e other apprehension of personal dan- 
ger, hlahommed Khaun suddenly abandoned the field to his adver- 
sary , and Ally B^udii Shah, unmindful of the fantastic changes with 
which a capricious fortune is frequently disposed to surprise her vo- 
taries, conceising that the MCtory was no longer doubtful, descended 
trom the eminence, on which he had taken post according to agree- 
ment, and pitching his tents on thebanksof the river w'hich intersected 
theadioining plain, proceeded without furthei concein or precaution 
to en]oy the luxury of the lefreshing stieam. Ameir Sheikh Hussun 
determined without hesitation to avail himself of the advantage thus 
mcautiousl\ thiowii in his w'ay , and lushing, swoid m hand, among 
the troops so culpably exposed to destruction, easily succeeded in cut- 
ting them to pieces. Intelligence of the disaster w'as soon commun- 
icated to Mussa, who now fled in histuin, alter having sustained his 
piecaiious authoiity tor about two months and nine days , while Ma- 
hoinmed Khaun.hastened back to reap the fiuits of a victory to which 
he had so ill contiibuted. 

blAHOWMED Khaun, the son of Youlkhtlugh, theson of Anbar- 
tchei, the son of 2slangu Teymui, son of Hhlauku Khaun, twelfth of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz 

Amen AllyBaidh Shah lia\ ing peiished in the confusion, and Mhs- 


sa Khaun having disappeared in consequence of the recent conflict, 

Amen Sheikh Hussun proceeded to seat iNIahommed Khaun on the 

throne of Hulauku, at Ouj'aun , and among his arrangements to pro- 

Nide for the security of the government, he determined to restore to 

. 1 1 n o Khaux, Xllt 

favor and employment, the yet surviving branches of the family of t],e Rers< 

Ghevauth-ud-dein the late minister, and to retaliate in some degree, jenguiziaus, 
the in)uiy wdiich he had sustained from Abh Saeid, in the compul- 
sory sepaiation fiom his w'lfe, he availed himself of the earliestoppoitu- 
mty, after the establishment ofhis power, to console himselfin theembra- 
ces of Dilshaud Khautun, the surviving widow of that monarch But, 
while he w'as yet engaged in the festuities attending the celebration 
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of his nuptials, the turbulent spirit of the nobles was already at work 
to contrive the means of his degradation ; and many of them, the most 
distinguished in rank and reputation, immediately betook themselves 
with that view, to the remoter piovinces of the empire, in order to en- 
courage the plans of hostility and disaffection. 

Of these, Ameir Ally Jauffer directed his course for Khorassaun ; 
where, on his arrival, he expeiienced no great difficulty in persuad- 
ing All}^ the son of Ameir Ally Koustchei, (the archer) and the other 
officersm authority, that the provinces of Ir^k and Azerbhijaun might 
be wrested from the Eylekhaunian, with the utmost facility. Having 
been brought to concur m this belief, and having provided themselves 
with a pi oper pageant, the thud now on foot at the same time, to cover 
their designs, m the person of Togha TeymCir Khaun, a descendant m 
the sixth degree from Jujy Kessaiir the brother of Jengueiz, whom, 
they invested with the sovereign dignity, the Ameirs of Khorassaun 
proceeded with a powerful army towards Azeibaijaun , and in Shabaua 
of the seven hundred and thirtyseventhof theHidjerah,^ they appeared 
before Silltauniah, having made themselves master of the whole of the 
surrounding territoiy. 

Apprized of their designs, Ameir Sheikh Hussun on the other hand',, 
made the best of his way fiom Tebreiz, into the peninsula of Airan ; 
where he foimed an alliance with the piincess Sauk}', orSauty Beg, in 
behalf of her infant son Seyur Aga, now scarcely twoyeaisold. After 
which he prepared with the accession of support thus acquired to his 
cause, to chastise the enormities which the Khorassaunians were com- 
mitting m Azeibaijaun. In the mean time these had also been joined 
by the fugitive Miissa Khaun, and they now proceeded in conjunc- 
tion, in quest of the Eylekhaunian, whom they found ready to oppose 
them on the banks of the Guenah-roud . In the middle of the month 
of Zilkaudah of the year seven bundled and thirty seven, the ad- 
verse aimies came to a battle , but Togha Teymur Khaun, with a de- 
genera:cy unworthy of his w'ailike extraction, quitting the field before 
the troops were yet fajily engaged, and retning towaids Khorassaun,, 
his associate Mussa Khaun was left to combat alone against the supe- 
rior skill of Ameir Hussun, until the slaughter of great numbeis of his 

♦Muicbl337. t A. D.133.7.-' 
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followers, and of the Ovvairaut clans in particular, compelled him also 
to consult Ins safety by flight, many of the Amens throwing themselves 
for protection into one of the fortresses in the neighborhood. Not long 
afterwards, Miissa Khaun was taken among the defiles of Hazaurah, 
and put to death on the tenth of Zilhudje * the day of the feast of sa- 
crifice among the pilgrims at Mekkah. This was followed by the en- 
tire dispersion of the Ameirs of the party, and of the fugitives who had 
taken shelter in the fortress just alluded to. 

On reaching the vicinity of Bostaum, Togha Teymur Khaun was 
joined by Arghdn Shah, one -of the sons of Ameir Norouz Ghaiizzy, 
n ho had prudently declined engaging \\ ith the Khorassaunian chiefs 
in the recent expedition , and at that place, on the same day that was 
destined for the execution ot Mhssa Khaun, the tenth of Zilhudje, To- 
ghaTeymur, onsomegioundless suspicion, caused Ameir Sheikh Ally, 
one of the most distinguished leadeis of the expedition, to be perfidi- 
ously put to death , so'that at one and the same period, relieved fioiji 
the hostility ottno ot the mostformidable of Ins adversaries, the Eyle- 
khaunian, for the nominal sovereign appears to have been usedmerely 
as the stalking horse of his ambition, found himselt in almost un- 
disputed possession, of the whole of Azerbaijaun and Ir^k. The Viz- 
zaurut was now conferred by him on Sliums-ud-dein Zekkareia, the 
nephew and son in law ot Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed the llesln- 
dian ; and early in the year seven hundred and thirty eight, the power 
of the E} lekhaunian w as further confirmed by the death of the Amens 
Mahmud Eysskutldgli, and Kerenje, two ot the most inveterate agi- 
tators ot these turbulent scenes , who were both killed in the disguise 
of SuKism, in winch they had hoped for fome time to elude the ven- 
geance ot their enemies 

That same year, however, m the person of Sheikh Husstin the son 
of Teymur Taush, to u horn authois have in general assigned the ap- 
pellation of Sheikh Hussun Koutchek, (in order to distinguish him 
from Ins rival, who is called Sheikh Hussun Bfizurg — the greater) pro- 
duced an adversary to the pou er of the Eyiekhaunian, far more for- 
midable than any thing to hichit had hitherto been opposed. This chief, 
•on the retreat of his father into Eg) pt, in the manner formerly noticed, 
had contrived to secure hjmself in some pait of the Anatolian province^, 

• July 8th, 1337. 
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A. H. 738. and, about the period at which the narrative is now ariived, like the 
-A . D 1337-8. of his contemporaiies, j'lelded to the spirit of ambition which 
Habeib-us- seemed to expand itself m every bosom. Conceiving also that his 
plans would be less invidiously carried on in the name of another, and 
discovering in a slave ot Turkish extraction of the name of Karajery, 
a very striking resemblance to his father, Teymur Taush, he immedi- 
ately arrayedhim in splendid attire, and circulated the report, that that 
distinguished chieftain was yet alive, and had lecen^lybeen restored to 
his family; and in order to obtain the more implicit belief for the as- 
sertion, he pi evaded upon his own mother to cohabit with the impostor, 
and in every respect condescended to treat him as if he considered him 
in the levered and actual relation ot a father. 

When therumour became publicmAzerbaijaun and Iiuk,theOwair- 
aut Ameirs, and many of the principal officers of the army, who had 
nevei been thorough!} reconciled to theauthoiityofShcikh Hussun the 
Eylekhaunian, suddenly quitted his standaid, and went.ovei to that 
ot the grandson of Tohobaun , and the latter, having bv this time com- 
pleted the necessary wailike equipments, in great perfection and abun- 
dance, no longei delayed to advance towards Azerl>^ijaiin, at the head 
of a numerous and fonnidable aimv. The Eylekhaunian, ^iccompa- 
niedby Mahommed Khaiin, hastened to meet the invader , and on the 
twentieth of Zilhudje of the year seven hundied and thirty eight,* m 
the neighborhood of Alatauk, the hostile armies am ved in the piesence 
of each other. While the troops were preparing foi battle, Sheikh 
Hussun the Tchobaunian, ho is described as possessing an inven- 
tion singularly feitile in expedients, put in practice the following de- 
vice, in order to awaken a mutual jealousy among the generals ot the 
enemy. He caused a large fire to be made at some distance apart from 
tdie field of battle, to impiess his adversaries u ith the belief that it was 
a preconcerted signal, exhibited in consequence of the understanding 
which he had established with some of the chiefs in their cvnip, and 

I *■ 

in fact, the action had no sooner commenced, than Hhsseyne the son 
of Mahmud, the Tchobaunian, went directly over to the side ot his 
cousin german. In consequence of this defection^ at a moment so cri- 
tical, the suspicions of the Eylekhaunian became seriously alarmed 
^dhe fled without furthei eflbit, towards Tebreiz ; while Mahommed 

^ Jul}f 9tb, 1338. 
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IChaun, falling into tlife hands oftheTchobauniaii, was Immediately cut A. H. 736 
off in the bloom of youth, after he had enjoyed his circumscribed ^ P 
and precarious authority, for a period something short of two years. T^-^beib-us- 
Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny and his adherents, now proceeded to 
exercise without remorse, every species of oppression and violence 
throughout the provinces of Irak and Azerbaijaun ; but, the pretended 
TeyinAr Taush, considering that so long as Sheikh Hussun was in ex- 
istence, he would be permitted to derive but unsubstantial advantage 
from the character u Inch had been imposed upon him, watched an 
opportunity, and plunged his poniard into- the side of his adopted son. 

The blow fell short, however, of its intended effect , and Sheikh Hussun 


withdrawing immediately into Georgia, theie united himself to the 
party of the princess Sauky Beg, the w'idow of his grandfather, and her 
son Seyilrgliaun, or Seyiiiaglia, after candidly disclosing the secret of 
the recent imposture. Tlic falseTeymiir Taush proceeded in themearr 
time towards Tebreiz, where being entirely defeated in a battle with 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, he thence fled with the shattered 
remains of his army towards BaghdJid^ 

The princess S.-luty or Saury Beg, daughter of Outjaitu Saltan 
Khoda.bauddh, thirteenth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jen- 


gueiz. 

On experience that his plan of aggrandizement did not succeed under 
the auspices of an impostor father, having withdrawn into Georgia, as 
we have just seen, Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny next made choree of 
Sauky Beg, the sister of Abu Saeid, to fill the tluone of Hulauku , and 
that princess w'as accoidingly inaugurated, ivith the usual solemnities, 
and her name inserted in the Khotbah and coinage of the monarchy, Saukt Beg 
about the eommencement of the seven hundred and thirty ninth of the of the 

Hidjerah."^ He then returned into Azeibkijaun, accompanied by this 
new pageant, in order once more to combat the power of the Eyle 
khaunian, who had hoivever quitted Tebreiz for Sultauniah, and who 
retired fuither to Kaz,vein, on intelligence of the approach of his ene- 
mies. Sauky Beg and her geneial were thus allowed to possess them- 
selves of Sultauniah, and of the entire province of Azeib^ijaun, without 
opposition. Having entrusted the civil administration of the country 
to Rokkeu-ud-dein the Reshidian, and Gheyauth-ud-dem Ally Shahv 

* August or September, A. D. 1338. 
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as conjunctive Vezzcirs, they proceeded shortly afterwards for Kaz* 
vein. Ameir Sheikh Hussnn dicw out of the city on their appioach, 
with a design to give them battle , hut without coming to a conflict* 
some species of accommodation was airanged between the parties , in 
consequence of which, Sauky Beg and Sheikh llussun Tchobauny 
withdrew again towards Aran, and the E} lekhauniau returned to Sul- 
tauniah. 

Reposing, however, but little confidence in the stability of such an 
arrangement, the Eylekhaunian, not long after Ins return to Sultaun- 
lah, dispatched hisowm Atabek or preceptor, Taush Teymur, on a mis- 
sion into IMazandeiaun , to invite Togha Teymur Khaun, wdio had esr 
tablished hisauihoiityover tliatprovince, and somepart of Khorassaun, 
to come and take possession of tlie throne and capital of Abu Saeid 
In compliance with this iiu itation, Togha Teymur hastened towards 
Siiltauniah, accompanied byAigiiun Shah the son of Norouz, and his 
other ministers , and on his anival at Saw ah, some time in the month 
ofRudjub,’^ was joined by Ameir Sheikh llussun the Ej iekhaunian, 
from w’hom he received evciy necessaiy pioof of zeal and submission. 
Biit,ToghaTeymur being With theothei Amews of Khorassaun, entirely 
governed by the councils of Alla-ud-dein Mahommed the Vezzeir, 
and that minister, although theautliority of his master could as } et have 
been but very imperfectly, it at all, established in the country, pro- 
ceedins: to scrutinize, with a vexatious minuteness, into the tenures 
by which the several chieftains held their possessions, w ithout sparing 
those w'hich had been annexed, even from the time of Ghazan Khaun, 
to the family of Anieii Sheikh Hussun, the latter lepented of the alli- 
ance thus hastily formed , although he cleaily perceived that there w*as 
at present no alternative but forbearance. 

Apprized of these occuirences. Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian 
accompanied by the princess Sauky Beg, again quitted Arran, and pro- 
ceeded into Azerbdijaun. While on his march, on this occasion, some 
of the Owairaut Moghhls who had secured Kfirajery the pretended 
Teymui Taush, brought him to the camp of the Tchobaunian, v^here 
by order of the pageant queen he was instantly put to death. In the 
mean time, the invention of Sheikh Hussun was at wmrk to contrive 
flome scheme, by w Inch he might effectually disconcert the measures 

* January, 1330. 
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aTiiHircnV. up llic nrmy oCTojilia Teymur and tlie E^lclcliaunian , and A. 11 739 
he at Iasi determined on the following, lie sent a deputation to ^ ^ 
tlie camp of Ins adversaues, ostensibiv, to piopose alresli negociations Habcib u:^ 

* * bCVfr 

ior peace, but in private to intimate toToghaTcymilr, that il he would 
unite in a design winch was in contcinplaiion to destroy the E>le- 
khaunian, lie would on his part engage that the princess Sauky lleg 
should betome bis w ifc, and turthcr evince Ins attacbinent by the most 
nnportaiit and loud scmecs With tins proposal the credulous Mo- 
ghul immediatclv closed , and after some further interchange ot com- 
iinnncalioin fiiiallv tiaiisunlied to his artful coirespondent a papei m 
his own hand writing, e\prcssh uniting the Tchohauinaii Ameirs to 
co-operate with cordial 7cal, in the cxtcrmniation o( the Eylekliaun- 
lans , in ordoi, as he stated, that the govennneiit ot the Tartar tribes 
unghthe once moic united, and the w orld cfTcctually rclicvedliom those^ 
distinctions to w Inch it had been so long a pie\ . 

Delighted w iih the success ol tlicaitificc, Slicikh Ilussuntlie Tcho- 
bauinau, accompanied by a few of Ins pinicipal ollicers, hastened in 
the niukllc of the night, to the out sknts of the cncm^^s cncampineiU , 
and icqucstiug that one ot the lulckhaunian leadcis w'ould attend to 
him. proceeded tocxjilaiii that Iiow’cvei the Sheikh Ins opponent had 
associated himself with one who under the mask of friendship, could 
harhour a design so perfidious against Ins jicrsonj as that w Inch he w as 
about to disclose, he for Ins own part, disdained to he an accomplice 
ni the base collusion, and should regret to see his most determined 
cnemv become a victim to such perfidy . Then putti ng the paper wdnch 
he had received fiom ToghaTcvmui, into the hands of the olficei who 
hadpiesented himself at his appioach, he returned to hisowm quarters. 

The Eylckhaunian received tins paper with some dcgiee of astonish- 
ment, and sending for one of the chiefs in the particular confidence of 
Togha Teymi'lr Khaun, accommodated him with a perusal of theper- 
fuhoiis scroll, wdiich appeared to thiow' him into considerable confu- 
sion lie hastened how'cver to disclose to Ins master, without delay, 
the mortif} ing result of Insill-adviscdinteicourse with the crafty Tcho- 
baunian Togha Teymur, no less surpiised at the effronter^'^ of the 
deception winch had been practiced upon him, than alarmed at the 
probable consequences of the developemeut, withdrew, in the course 
pf the same night, tow^ards Ivhorassaun , w hile, thus abandoned to his 
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own resources, the Eylekhauuian retired to Alatauk, in the neighbor- 
hood of which he fixed his abode, until something should occur ta 
incite him to fuither enterprize. 

Jah aunTeymur, tliesonofUlaffreng, the son of Keykhautu, four- 
teenth, and SuLiMAN KiiAuy, descended from Yeshmout the son of 
Hulaukfi, fifteenth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

His alliance with Togha Te3'mClr Khaun having terminated thusm- 
auspiciously, Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian did not, however, con- 
tinue long inactive, before his invention was employed to discover some 
fresh instrument wherewith to mask the desisrns of his own ambition. 
His choice at last fixed on Jahaun Teymur, the son of Shaliz^dah Ul- 
afffeng son of Ke3^khautu, whom he accord mg [3'^ raised to the sovereign 
authority ; and proceeding with him into Arabian Iiak, he succeeded 
inashorttime insubjugatingthe wholeofthat territor3’’, with the metro- 
polisofBaghdad, and ultimately with Diaurbekir and the countr3mrong 
theTigris upwards. In the lattei part of theyeai seven hundred and 
thirt3' nine,* Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny, discovering also that the ma- 
chine of the Persian monarch3Mvas not likel3’^to proceed with suffici- 
ent energ3'- or regtilarjt3% under the direction of a delicate and tender- 
hearted female, thought fit, with little regard to hei inclinations, to trans- 
fer the sovereign power, together with the person of the princess Sauky 
Beg, to Suliman Khaun, one of the descendants of Yeshmout the son 
of Hblauku, whom he then seated on the tottering throne of Iran , afteif 
which, fixing his head quarters, or principal residence, at Oujaun, he 
found, b3'^ the month of Shavaul of the 3’’ear seven hundred and fort3^'b 
that his authority was supported by a numerous and well affected body* 
of soldiers. 

In the mean time, after securing his acquisitions in western Iiak, 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, vith Jaliaun Teymur, the feeble 
monarch of his creation, had quitted Baghdad, and was advancing with 
determined hostility towards Azerbaijaun ; but being early opposed 
b3^ Suliman Khaun, and Ins general, Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, 
he was defeated in battle with considerable loss, in the concluding 
da3's ofZilhudje of the same year. In consequence of this defeat, the 
Eylekhaunian was compelled to return to Baghdad, in circumstances 
of disgrace and humiliation , while Hussun Tchobaiir!3’ condactedhis 
^ The aummer of 1339, t April, 13 tO. 
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armv in Iriumiili to Teliieiz. lie there nominated Ameir Seyiirghaun, 
or Se^ur Aga, the son of Sauky lleg by Amen Tchobaun, uiulei the 
tiitclafrc of bis brother Mclch Ash ?//’tbc son of Teymur Tausb, to the 
go\crnment of Pcr‘?ian Irak , Amcir Pcir llusscjne the son of Sheikh 
iMahmud the Tchohannian, who had, among others, exhibited distin- 
guished proofs of intiepidity and martial spirit, in the recent battle, 
was at the same time iinestcd with the government of Farss. 

Having, on the other hand, eflected liis ictreatto Baghdad, Sheikh 
Ilnssun the E\ lekhaunian, w ho had lost two oi his principal generals, 
Amcir MahommedFiV'^skutlugh, and Ameir Mussaufer Eynauk, in the 
late battle, proceeded w ilhout cciemon> to depose from his ill-assorted 
honors, the passu e and unimportant Jahaun Te\ mhr, on the jilea of in- 
capacity , then collecting aliesh an army of Arabs and Tartars he ad- 
^anccd, in the spring of the seven hundred and forty first of the Hid- 
jerah,''" once more towards Azeibaiiaun In Zilhnd)e of the same 
}ear4 while Suhinan Khaun and the xVmcirs of his paity were as- 
sembling at Oujaun to lesist this new' iinasion, it happened that, on 
some suspicion of intended \ lolcnee on the part of his nephew Sheikh 
Ilnssun, Aincii Vaughy the son of Tchobaun, should ha\e adopted 
the sudden resolution of withdraw'ing liom the army of Sulinian , and 
in Ins flight diuingbeforc him to the number ot six thousand horses, 
which lie had taken fiom the ejrounds wdicre they liadbeen lettat pas- 
ture, his couise unexpectedly ledhiin through the vicinity ot the spot, 
where the En lekhaunian lay encamped. Obsen ing the enormous 
cloud of dust occasioned by the motion of such a number of hoises, 
and conceiving that they w’ere about to be attacked by an immense 
toiee ot the enemy, the troops ot Irak were immediately struck with a 
panic, and made the best of their way home again, without halting 
to undeceue themselves To complete the series of fortunate 
e\cnts which appealed to favor the aggiandizement of this pow'er- 
ful familv, the tioops ot Togha Teymur Khaun w'hich menaced the 
invasion ot Irak about thesime peiiod, in an opposite direction, un- 
dei Ins brothel. Sheik Ally Kaw un, w'ere attacked and'defeated by Me- 
lek Asliruf the son of Teymur Tausb, employed against them under 
the authority ot the Tcliobaunian. Sheikh Ally Kaw'un w'as killed 
some time afterw ards, in an expedition against the Serbedaurians , and 

' \ D lail. t June, 1341. 
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about the seven hundred and fifty second of the Hidjerah, long sub- 
sequent to the period under consideration, Togha TeyrnAr himself per- 
ished in the same quarter, by the hand of Khaujah Yaheya Kerauvy, 
one of the chiefs of that insurrection; of which some notice has already 
been taken, in a collateral part of the compilation. 

Subsequent to the disclosure of the above fortunate train of circum 
stances, the Tchobaunian, accompanied by Siiliman Khaun, conducted 
an armvin the direction of Diaurbekir, committing: dreadful ravages in 
his course, particularly in the territory of Moush, where he is described 
to have burnt and destro3'ed the habitations and the harvests of the de- 
fenceless natives, without the exception of either Maliommedan or 
infidel. On his arrival at Mardein, of which the governor submitted 
to his authority, he detached a division of the army, under his cousin 
german, Hadjy Beg the son of Hussun Tchobauny, towards Baghdad. 
Here the tide of fortune appears to have turned against him. The di- 
vision under Hadjy Beg was entirely defeated by Ameir Hussun the 
Ev Ickhaunian, assisted by Ameir Allj’- Jauifer, and Kara Hussun, and 
other chiefs of his party. Rejoined at jMardem by the fugitives who 
escaped from this disaster, the Tchobaunian now diieeted his march 
northward across the Euphrates into Rume. where he unwortliilj^ sig- 
nalized his vengeance by the total destruction of every town in that 
province, vv hicli had the slightest connection w ith the party ot his rival » 
and having levied an enormous contribution in specie upon the opu- 
lent inhabitants of Erzcriim, he then withdiewiiito Azerbi'lijaiin, to take 
up his residence atTebreiz. 

Hib attention wms henceforward principally devoted to the stiper- 
intendance of several public buildings, of which lie had laid the foun- 
dation at that citv, and in paiticular, of a college, and convent for 
religious i\lahommcdans, of great extent and magnificence, of which 
he lived to sec the earlv coinplolion. Having, however, dispatf hed 
another armv into RCiuk’, undci the personal direction of Suliinan 
Kliaun, assi‘'tcd bj' Ameir Yakub Shah ; and the expedition tcrnmiat- 
lug III ikfcat and di'^ctrace, the Tchobaunian coiu’civfd a su>>|)Kion of 
sc)uie in acher\ , or misconduct on the part ot Yakub Sh.ih, and iinine- 
diait-lv threw him into prison. It wmulil appear, that an adultirons 
jutereoursehadforsomotunesubswted b( tw,pen tins chief .nul lu'/clmC- 
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lek, the \\ ifeof Ameir Sheikh Hussun ; nnd the lad}^ apprehending that 
her paramour had been impusoned in consequence of the discovery 
of the intrigue, immediately determined on the desti uction of her bus* 
band. She prc\ ailed upon three other women of the haram to assist 
111 ihcaliocious design , which was successfully carried into execution, 
on the night oflhc twenty se\cnth of Rudjub of the seven hundred and 
lortv fourth of the Ilidjerah* in a way wdiich singularly evinced the 
malignity of female revenge *{* 

Having thus accomplished her perfidious design, this abandoned 
profligate, next morning prn*atelv fled the palace with her accompli- 
res, and found inc.uis to conceal herself in one of the city baths , and 
the dread of Sheikh Ilussun's seventy deterring every one from ap- 
proaching the apaitmcnts ol tlie women, without particular permis- 
sion, his death continued for two days nnknowm. On the third cla}', 
however, the officers of his tiain becoming impatient, a female attend- 
ant w as employed to enquire w by tlieir duel had remained for so many 
davs invisible ^ The maid on entering the apartments, found the life- 
less bodv ofthcTchobauiiian, alone, the haram hav mg been abandoned 
by all the w omen , and the cucumstance was immediately announced 
to the Ameirs. After considerable search, the tiaUiess and- her ac- 
complices were discovered and secured, and b}* an ignominious death 
made some atonement, ho w^ever inadequate, loi iheenormityofthecrime. 

The disordered labile of the Persian government was now destined, 
in great part, te devolve to the rigid sway of Melek Ashruf the son 
ot Tcvmili Taiish , a man whose tyrannical and sanguinary disposition 
IS desciibed to have made him equally feaiedand detested by friends 
and enemies With hisbiotlier Sheikh Hussun he had lived on teims, 
alteinatelv, of frieiidsliip and hostility , and at the commenccinent of 
the year seven hundred and fortythree, being employed with a body of 
troops in the siege ot Sliirauz, he thought fit to abandon his designs 
m that quarter, and retuining suddenly to Sultauniah, he there en- 
teied into engagements of close amity with his Uncle Yaughv Baussety, 
01 Pausty, the son of Tchobaun , with whem he shortly atterwaicls 
retned to Baghdad, where they experienced from Sheikh Hussun tha 
Eylekhaunian, every proof ot kindness and respect. 

“December LlUt, 1043 - Consiriciioiic tcsfnim, 
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A.'H, '!'44-45. Froin^ thence, however, they were soon compelled to remove hy the 
A. D 1343-44. characteristic address of Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, who had 
' Habeib-us- -not then suffered through the treachery of his wife ; and who found 

scN r 

’ means through the intervention of one of the principal citizens, to 
r peisuade the Eylckhaunian, that the two chiefs had repaired to Bagh- 
dad, in realitywiththeconcurience of their relative, and in orderto seize 
an opportunit}'- of making away vitli his rival. The insidious repre- 
sentation found immediate credit with the E3’lekhaunian ; and he was 
concerting measures to secure the persons of the suspected refugees, 
w hen they became appiized of their danger, and very seasonably made 
their escape. Having through a thousand difficulties conveyed them- 
selves to Ebher. south-east of Sultauniah, thev there learnt that Rai- 
melek the son of Evsskutlftgh, vith a numerous and splendid retinue, 
was encamped in the neigh boi hood, and they immediately determined 
on an attempt to surprise him. With the handful of desperate adven- 
turers by %\ horn they u ere attended, they accordinglv attacked the en- 
campment in tlie dead of night, and having killed the chief, and posses- 
sed themselves of a very considerable booty, they made the best of 
their way to Isfaliaun. At that place, by raising heavy contributions 

from the opulent inhabitants of the country, they were enabled to levy 

✓ * 

a numerous body of troops, -with which they proceeded towards Shir- 
auz, at this period in possession of Sheikh Abu Ishauck E\nju , but 
when they had advanced within one stage of that city, the death of 
Ameir Sheikh Hussun the Tchobauniau, as recently described, was 
announced to them ; and on this, they returned with their utmost ce- 
lerity into Azerbaijaun. 

It would appear that having, for reasons unexplained, put to death 
Ghouje Husseyne, the son of the elder Hussun Tchobauny, soon after 
the assasination of Ameir Sheikh Hussun Koutchek, Suliman Khaun 
Suddenly withdrew tow ardsKarabaugh, conferring the office of theYiz- 
zaurutonHadjy Hamzah, andTchobaun Akhtatchei, (the grand equei- 
IV, or master of the horse). He proceeded then to the enlargement of 
'Yakub Shah, his collegue in the unsuccessful expedition into Rume ; 
but possessing, alreadvy resources and influence far beyond the other 
Ameirs of the empire, that chief very early presumed to usurp an over- 
bearing predominance over the authority of his su penor Hence, find- 
ing his ^ower reduced to a cypher, Suliman Khaun dispatched with^ 
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out delay to solicit tlic support of IMclck Ashruf and Atneir Yaughy ; 
and this uas the communication which suspended the design against 
Shirauz. and hastened their return into Irak and Azerbaijaun. They 
reached Sultauiiiah on the first day of the new year,* prosecuting their 
march shortly afterwards, for Tebrciz. 

Pending these circumstances, AmeirSeyurghaun, or Seyur Aga,for 
tbe name is thus indiscriminately exhibited, who had been confined 
in the castle of Iv.'irahessaur, in Ruine,by the direction of his nephew 
the late Sheikh Ilussun Tchobauny, contrived to cut off the governor 
ofthcplace,andhavingequippedhimscif,andthosewhojoinedhim.from 
the stores >1 Inch that fortress fuinislicd in vast abundance, was also 
approaching Tebreiz On intelligence of his design, the Ameirs \ au- 
ghy and Melck Ashruf hastened to meet, and to render all the testimo- 
nies of respect and zeal that they conceived to be due to their illustri- 
ous relative. From Alamourmh, where the first interriew took place, 
tliey conducted the prince to Kouktchehpe} ker, a summer palace 
erected by Ameir Tchobaun , where they remained for a period of 
two months, totall^ engaged ih a course of festivities and amusements, 
which did not. however, prevent the party from becoming every day 
more fonnid.rble in reputation and strength. 

After flattering hunscU w ith the expectation that the elder Ameirs, 
whom he had united to his support, would have readily submitted to 
his authority, Sulunan Kliaun was considerably mortified to discover 
that his interest formed so trivial a part of their consideration , and 
he withdrew, on the first opportunity, into Diaurbekir, his minister 
Had]v ITamzah, with Ghe’t auth-ud-dein ISIahommed Ally Shahy, 
and Emmaud-ud-dein Serauy quitting him to join ISlelek Ashruf. 
Nevertheless, in the hope that he should be able to engage the party 
in hostilities among themselves. Einmaud-ud-dein, one of these, ven- 
tured to adopt the following expedient Having left his tents and 
equipage all standing, he suddenly presented himself to Ameir 
^ Se\ urghaun, and \ aughy I^austy, and announced to them that Melek 
Ashruf, who was encamped at tlie distance of a league or two, was 
secretly arming his troops, with the design of attacking them by sur- 
prise The two chiefs upon this, proceeded without delay to prepare 
their followers to repel the perfidious attempt; while jMelek Ashruf 
on Ins part, alarmed about midnight by a counter-report, that his kins- 
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men were in motion to circumvent him', stood also to his defence. At 
the return of day, Melek Asluufsent to demand the occasion of all this 
alarm and uproai, since, Avith the Persian empire yet to conquer, it 
appeared lather premature to dispute about the division. He was ac- 
quainted in reply with the nature of the' intelligence communicated 
by Emmaud-ud-dem ; to which ha\ ing solemnly averred that there ex- 
isted not the slightest foundation, he further demanded that the incen- 
diary should be immediately conveyed to his presence, as the surest 
means of restoring that haimony which he had so maliciously endea- 
voured to destro}'. Emmaud-ud-dein was accordingly conducted to 
the camp of Melek Ashruf, by w'hora he w'as immediately put to death. 
The three chiets then proceeded toj^ether to Tebreiz, 

This coalition w'as, however, not destined to be of any stability or 
duiation. For the inhabitants of Tebieiz exhibiting for the Ameirs 
Seyurgh'aun and Yaughy Pausty, as the immediate issue of Ameir 
Tchobaun, far more distinguished marks of respect, than they seemed 
disposed to yield to Melek Ashruf, w ho w'as only the grandson of that 
illustrious chief, the jcalousv of the nephew’ was excited, and he le- 
moved in displeasure from Tebreiz to a place called Sehend When he had, 
for some time, continued to leside at this place, he either received, or 
aflfected to have received, intelligence that his relatu es W’ere at last seri- 
ously engaged in a design to attack him, on a particular night On w’ Inch he 
armed in earnest, and accompanied by one of his surviving brothers march- 
edstraight forTebreiz. Learning, however, on his approach that the ob- 
jects of his vengeance had decamped in the night for Khoui, he pro- 
ceeded without delay in pursuit of them , and having arrested their 
retreat on the plain of Aanabad, he there brought them to battle, and 
in a conflict of considerable obstinacy, entirely defeated them. 

His superiority being completely established by the defeat and flight 
of the Ameirs Seyurghaun, and Yaughy, iSIelek Ashruf took up his 
quarters for the present, at a station called T^teil , w'here he thought 
it expedient to bestow the sovereign dignity, now extenuated into a 
mere shadow, on a prince of the name of Noushirvaun, allied to the 
monarch of Keptchauk, on whom he conferred at the same time the 
title of U1 Audel — the just. Soon after this he extended his power 
throughout the territory of Arran, and the whole of Azerb^ijaun , but 
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of the individual whom he thus nominally raised to the royal authority, 
and who ma}' be considcicd as the last oftlie Pcisian monaichs of the 
i.ice of Jengueiz, little furthei appears to have reached posterity. 

IIa\ ing effected their escape from the late battle to a station called 
Baiibi, the Amciis Yaughy Baussety and Seyurghaun, on the other 
hand, dispatched tno persons fiom thence, to sue for an accommoda- 
tion u ilh then nephew , who expressed himself, on liis part, extremely 
^^eU disposed to accede to their wishes, at the same time that he urged 
the necessity of their presence on the spot, to shaie with him in' the 
fatigues of government. Seyurghaun could not pievail with himself 
to repose any confidence in these piofessions , but reliringinto Diar- 
bckir, Mas there ultimately destroyed by Sheikh Hussun the Eyle- 
khaunian. "While Amcir Yaughy, venturing to commit his destiny to 
the discretion of Melek Ashruf, u asshortlyafterwards made away with, 
bv means that ucrc never disclosed. 

hlelck Ashruf now toncened himself at liberty to indulge, without 
restraint, in his \ lolcnt and cruel propensities In the seven hundred 
and fort^ sixth otihe Iluhcrah, he seized his brotlier iSIelek N usser, and 
confined him to an iron cage , and in the v ear following, in addition to 
Uie miseries already inflicted upon her by the non hand of Ashruf, 
the city of Tebieiz was visited by a dieadful pestilence, wdiich ban- 
ished from that place, and from the greater part of Azerbaijaun, all who 
possessed the means of securing a tolerable reception in other countries, 
bevond the leach of the oppressor. 

In the spring of seven hundred and forty eight, at the head of a 
powerful army, the tyrant proceeded to invade the territories, in Ara- 
bian Irak, under the authority of Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, 
and laid siege to the metiopolis of Baghdad , his antagonist being un- 
able to keep the field against him. Finding, how'ever, after some time, 
that the enterpnze w'as accompanied w'lth difficulties which he was 
not prepared to surmount, or, according to others, being seized with 
alarming apprehensions in another quarter, Ashruf determined to raise 
the siege, and in consequence of such determination, soon afterwards 
withdrew’ into Azerbaijaun. 

Three years afterw’ards, namely, in the seven hundred and fifty first 
of the Ilidjerahty he inarched with £fty thousand horse to invest Isfa- 
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A. II. 751 - 52 . haun ; which he found, however, so vigorous!}’- protected against his 
A. D. 13o0-d1. eQoits, by the courage and circumspection of the Anieirs Nfidjm-ud- 
Habeib-us- l^haujah Mahmfid, who commanded on the part of Ameir 

Abu Ishauck Aynju, that after a siege of fifteen days, he consented to 
a treat}’- of peace : the Isfahaunians agreeing on their part, to include 
the name of the pageant Noushirvaun in the Khotbah, to pay down 
, the sum ofhvo thousand dinaurs of gold, (a sum of no great magnitude 
for such a city) and to send out what was equivalent to one hundred 
thousand more, the produce of their most esteemed manufactories. Sa- 
tisfied with theseconcessionSjMelek Ashruf returned into Azerbaijaun. 

Jle is now said to have abandoned all further vieAvs of conquest, and 
tohavetiansferredhisabodetothe town of Rebbeia Reshidy , whither, 
after causing it to be surrounded by a ditch and rampart, he directed the ' 
whole of the inhabitants ofTebreiz and the neighborhood, excepting 
perhaps such as were attached to the religious establishments, to be 
remoied ; and the new town soon exhibited, m consequence, a popu- 
lation which in multitude, far suipassed the bounds ofciedibility. 

The murders and confiscations of which this tyrant had been guilty 
towards all classes of the people, not excepting even his own nearest 
relatives, had, however, been earned to an extent so grievous and op- 
pressive, that Ills mind became at last the abode of the most gloomy 
apprehensions. The light was excluded from the apartment winch 
he usually inhabited. The most extraordinary precautions were adopted 
Mith respect to what he eat and drank. Sheep and poultry were kil- 
led m his own presence, and the w^ater brought for his use was , 
})OUicd into china lars under his owm inspection , and five thous.md 
guaids selected for the pin pose w^ere peipetually on duty in Ins palace. 
Last of all, an iron chain hung round with bells, to which he gave the 
Tiaiiie of the chain of justice, was suspended to -the entrance of his 
rhainber of state , in order that by putting the bells in motion, such as 
sought redress ot injury might make their complaints iininediatcly 
kiionn to him. Conceiving jierhaps at the same time, that liis apjire- 
h( MMoii'^ mighibeiii some measure alleviated by the soft eiidearmenrs 
ol br.iutv, lie, in the course ol the seven hundred and fifty second of 
the llidicrah,'* c'^poused the daughter of the piiiice ot Mardem , but 
ai e. sol'mi’iizing lus nuptials w iihexiraoidmary magnificence, he con- 
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ccivccl nl the first interview an aversion for liis bride, and never saw A. H 7'’>2 

lu r .ificrw aid'^. 

A repic«eiii.nion of the aecmnul.iled rnmes and oppression'^ of the H.jl.ci!) us- 
t\rant vas allenjth, con\i’\ed to .laiins Kliaun of lve])tcliank, 

tlnonvhtlu' nu’duun oftlic Kan/y ol Benha, aiul that nionare.li in the 
(out'-e ot thc‘-i\en hundred and fill \ seventh ol the 1 Iid|era!i,'^ was on 
Ins ni’rch towaoK \/erhainnn. 1 1 1 \ in'^ nsrerlained the truth ol this 
inteIh''riKe. MeKk Ashruf. after i sc< 10*^1011 ot so\ oral v car-', issued 

O 

Ironi the ot In'- lav onto abode, and fornied an encampment at the 

>-1 ition ol ''ll d)l)r::hau?au , hi-, treasure, .mdjiwils, and the most va- 
hn'.dc ot Ins elh I ts, h u nm been previously eonveved, by a train of 
ouetliou'and r mu K. and idui iiundred muU s, ton ards Oniann. 13ut, 

I lidinj ih It .launv lle-^' w as nun h nearv rat haiul, than hi-, intormalion 
Iiad Kd himtOiNpeet, Ins |e.>rs iiu roased ujum him to a dej^oee ofper- 
tuib.’lion. and ( harL,inir tu o of his conlidenli.d domestu s, Ivhaujah 
J/ilCi and Minl.kc r Khau/tn, to conduct the women .iiul his tie-'siircb., 
t'v the]i.'ssol ^I^./eld, to the. w ell, or n s ‘r\ oir, (;l Khaui.ih Rcshul, 
no priH I edod lums( 1| in the direction ol Oujaun . tlu* domestics being 
instim t(. d toremain in their ri'ireat, until lliev slionld hear tliat he was 
trinmphant o\ er Ins enemies, inwhnli ease t lies' w ere to reluin to 
'Ikbrii/ Otherw ise, thev w ore to make the best of their w a\ towards 
Ivliow 1 , north-east ot the lake of \'au. Ilav ing thus tar jnov idcd loi 
the securiiv ofall that w as most v aluablo, Ashrul pitched his camp l»y 
tlio side of the Meliranroud , detaching Aukhy Jouk, and other Ameirs, 
with the main bmlyot his troops, and abundanilv supplied with arms 
and treasure, towards Oujaun Alterlliis, with two thousand ol his 
household troops and domestics, he took post apart from danger on 
a range ol lulls, somew here in the vicinitv, to await the issue of the 
impending contest. 

Until convinced, bv the evidence of their own senses, of the ovei- 
w helming foiec led on by Jaimy 13eg, and of the impraeticability of such 
an attempt, the gcncials of Ashruf had, on fust assembling at On- ' 
jaun, formed a plan of surrounding the Ou/beks. But thej' no sooner 
V lew ed the formidable arr.ay, and vast multitudes of the invaders, than 
all then bolder plans gave way to the despair ol etfectiial resistance ; 
and they immediately dispersed in every possible direction, INIelek 
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Ashruf, on the hills where he had taken post, was soon apprized of this 
prelude to the consummation of his destiny. He returned immedi- 
ately to Shubbeghauzan ; and having rested there for one night, he 
continued his retreat towards the pass, within which he had directed 
his domestics with their sacred charge, to await his instructions. In 
themean time he was forsaken by thewholeof hisattendants^two Georg- 
ian slaves excepted, with whom he reached the spot where he expected 
to find his family. But on intelligence of the fatal leveise in their 
masters’s fortune, the men, to whom he had consigned the precious de- 
posit of all that remained valuable to him, proceeded to pillage his efi 
fects,and to set the women at larger The cruel disclosure that thus 
awaited him at the well ofReshid could not contribute to revive his 
hopes , and he finally diiected his trembling^steps towards Khowi, for- 
merly mentioned.. On the way to that place, he ventured to solicit 
a few hoais’’ repose at the residence of a certain Sheilch M-ahommed 
Balektchei, perhaps Balkh}’’, who received him with every outward 
demonstration of respect and kindness , but who, at the same moment, 
dispatched' a message to the Khaun ofKeptchaulc., to acquaint him with 
the letreat of his unhappy guest.. 

The person of Ashiufivas immediately secured by an officer employed, 
foi the purpose by the Ouzbek monarch, and he was now conducted 
a prisoner to Tebieiz, wheie, from the terraces of then houses, the 
inhabitants cast ashes on his head, and otherwise treated him with 
every mark of indignation-and insult, in return for the multiplied opr 
pressions which he had accumulated upon them. The ensuing day 
he \Aas conveyed to Oujaun, to the presence of Jauny Beg Khaun r. 
whose first and only question on his appioach was, “ wherefoie he had 
desolated the noble countries placed at his discretion by tlie indul- 
gence of a capiicious foitune To ivliich he leplied, that the evils 
asciibed to him had been perpetrated without his concurrence, by the 
ager4s of his goveinmeiit Jauny Beg then quitted Oujaun, and en- 
camped on the banks of theHuslitroud, uhere he caused the wretched 
Ashruf shortly afterwards, to atone with his blood, for the ciimes 
committed either by himself, or under the sanction of his authority. 
His head was conveyed toTebreiz, and suspended to the raven mosque 
at that city.- Jauny Beg followed at his convenience, and enter- 


GOT 

-iiic;- ,\l the head often thousand tioops, took up Ins abode in tlio palace 
of the s\u ccssors of lluhuiku, in the same metropolis. lla\nm then 
Nested the qoNcrnmcnt of the concpiorcd countries in his son IJerdy 
llei; Kliaiin, he finally returned towards the Volga, taking uith him 
the greater part of the treasure?, togethei witli a son and daugliter, of 
the tyrant Ashruf. 

These coneluding cn ents appear to ha\ c taken place dui mg the seven 
hundred andfiiu eighth of the lluljt rah, under w Inch v e have accord- 
iiil'In \cnturcd to class them. 

Not long after Ins return into Koptchauk, .Taun> Beg Kiiann reposed 
from ill his cares in the ('liambci of death , and this event requiring 
the presence of ljerd\ Beg toseenre tiie throne of Ins aneostors, the pro- 
N mce ol A/orbaijauii vas immediatel\ abandoned to its late An 
ojiportunitN thus oecurred ol wUuh Aukhy Jouk, the chief recently 
adiorletl to did not neglLelloav.nl lnins<'lf. and hcaceordmgK hast- 
ened with tiic a'SisiaiK c of the relatii es of Melek Ashruf and tlie 
friends of the f.iinilN . to take ]iossc?siun of rchrei/. Of that city, and 
of the ierritor\ of \/Lrb‘iiiaitn depending upon it, he appears to have 
made inmseh inasivT without dinieulu ; after wlneli, committing the 
suhnrdmate adiniiii'itratioii of the go\ eminent to the discretion of Em- 
maud-ud-dein Mahmud the Ivennaumau, and Aim Bukker the son 
of A1I_\ the .1 ilaiiinan, he kiiuilod aliesh the deiourmg flames of op- 
prc'"'ionnud ' lolcncc and restoied, mall its nnqnitoiis foims and prac- 
tices. vhc hated sn stem of the t\ rant Ashruf. 

Sultan Aw i i ss, the son of Aineir Sheikh Jfussini Bu^iirg, second of 
the En Ic khaum.ins 

Alter liaMng for mani years, maintained himself in independent 
power, over Baghd,id, and the territory adtoining to the Tigris, Sheikh 
lltissiin the h.\ Ikhaunian, not uiifrequently entitled Sheikh Ilussun 
Bu/uij^thc greater, appears to have died a natural death some time 
in the course of the son cn lumdred and fiftv seienth of tlie Jlidjeiah , on 
wliiolithc cliiefb attached tohisgovcrnmcul concuired in bestowingthe 
diadem and aiithouly ot the father, on Sultan Aweibs, Ins eldest son by 
Dilshaud Khautiin, the daughter of Teymiir Taush, and sistei of his 
nn ctcrale lu al Sheikh Ilussun Tchobauny. Tins pirnce then suc- 
ceeded to Ins father’s government in Rudjub of the \ ea'i se\ eh hundred 
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A. H '/58-o9. and fifty seven and he proved, according to our author, without exag- 
A. D. 1857-58 of language, ajust and humane sovereign, the father of his peo- 

H.tbeib-us- liberal encourages of genius and learning in every shape. 

Aided by the fame of his virtues, he experienced therefore but little 
difficulty m reducing to his authoiity, in a very short space of time, 
the whole of Iiak Ajem, with Azeibaijaun and Arran ; and in reco- 
vering, at least, the western provinces of the Persian empire, fiom that 
abject state of misery to which they had fallen, under the flagitious 
tyranny of its recent oppiessors. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fifty ninth of the Plidjerah, 
when it was well ascertained that Berd}*^ Beg Khaun had returned into 
Keptchauk, and that Aukhy Jouk had made himself piaster of Azer- 
b^ijaun on his departure, Sultan Aweiss quitted his capital of Bagh- 
dad, at tlie head of a numerous and foimidable arm}’", and directed his 
march for Tebreiz In some part of the intervening mountainous fron- 
tier, he vas resolutely opposed by Aukhy Jouk ; and a conflict of two 
days ensued between the hostile chiefs, on the former of which nei- 
ther pretended to claim the victory , but, on the second da}^ the Sul- 
tan succeeded in diiving his adversary fiom the field of battle. Aukhy 
Jouk retired towards Tebreiz closely followed by his conqueror , to 
whom on his approach, he abandoned that metropolis, without resis- 
tance, continuing his own retreat towards Nakhtcbuaun. Sultan Aw- 
eiss entered Tebreiz shortly afterwards, and took up his quarters in the 
palace of the Reshidian family ; where he received the subcnission of 
the Ameirs of the party of Ashruf. These he treated, at first, with 
distinguished kindness, but at the expiration ofa few days conceiving 
some suspicion of treachery, he condemned not less than forty seven of 
them, during the sacred month of Rarazaun,* to perish by the sword 
of the executioner. A remnant escaped, however, to join Aukhy 
Jouk, with whom they nextproceeded from Nakhtchuaun to K^rabaugh. 

Not long after this, Ameir Ally Peiltun was detached by Silltaa 
Aweiss, to crush the designs of the enemy. But, m consequence of 
some secret discontent which he harboured against his employer, this 
commander either through treachery or criminal misconduct, suffered 
himself to be defeated , and tlieSuItan was compelled, by theconsternati- 
onnbich followed among his troops, to abandon Azerbaijaun, and return 
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toBafrluUcl. Hence, Aulvhy Jouk found himselfin a situation torepos- 
SPSS himself once more, of that devoted province, and to resume at lei- 
sure his plans of oppression and violence. 

In the spring of ser cn hundred and sixty,"* he was, however, assailed 
from another qiuirtcr, and finally driven fiomTebieiz, by IMubaurez- 
ud-dein Mahommed of the race of INIiizuffur, with the army of Shir- 
auz. lie now separated from the associates of his turbulent designs, 
and took sanctuary ^Mth a certain devotee of the name ofSuddur-ud- 
dcin Kebaun, u horn he had adopted as his spiritual father. Some time 
afterwards, Sviltan Ai%ciss recovered Azeib'.ujaun, on the retreat of the 
Shirauzian; and pre^ ailed upon him, by a promise of indulgent and li- 
beral treatment, to quit his asylum, and repair to the presence. But, 
hen he had contin tied foi some time to enjoy the advantages ot the Sul- 
tan’s humane protection, liccould not bew ithlieldfroinenteringafresh, 
Mith Allv Peillun, and Jullaul-ud-dein the Kazunian, into a conspir- 
r.cy to subvert the government of his protector , and the design being 
discovered to the Sultan, by the Sheikh Suddur-ud-dcin recently al- 
luded to, Aukliy Jouk and his accomplices were immediately con- 
demned to die for their ingratitude. 

To omit the recital of some events of little moment, which distin- 
gu’shed the intervening period, the narrative may be suffered to pass 
without much injurv to the subfcct, to the seven hundred and sixty 
fifth of the llidjerah when Khaujah iMerjam who conducted the 
government of Baghdad, as the lieutenant of Sultan Avveiss, ventured 
to exalt the standard of rebellion against the authority of his superior. 
The Sultan marched without delaj to chastise the disobedience of his 
refractory vassal, who appeared at first disposed to hazard a conflict 
in the field , but the banners of his master no sooner met his view, 
than he conceived himself abundantlv fortunate to make ^ood his 
retreat, behind the walls of Baghdad, after destiojmg tlie bridge of 
the Tigri'; + The day following, however, calculating on the distin- 
guished moderation and clemency of his offended sovereign, he threw 
open the gates, and dispatched the whole of the principal and most res- 
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similar passages in otlierpartsof tlie original, letl the translator to conceive 
*iiat the citj of Baghd id, must still have lam on the western bank of the Tigris, else, uhere 
*heuliJir\ of destroying the bridge on that river 1 
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A II 765-71 pectable inhabitants to meet and conduct the Sultan Jn triumph, into 

A D 1303-69 city. Sultan Aweiss had the magnanimity to realize the expect- 
liabciu-iis- ations by pardoning theoffences of this audacious and ungrateful rebel. 

Having devoted a period of eleven months to a variet}'^ of amuse- 
ments at Baghdad, Sultan Aumissconferredthegovernment of that place 
on Sultan Shah his treasurer, and proceeded towards ZMossiile , which 
he succeeded in wresting from the possession of-the brother of Behram . 
Khaujah the Turkman. From Ivlossule, he continued his march up- 
wards to the plains of iMoush, where he gave battle to the same ^eh- 
ram Khaujah, who is. described as the uncle of the afterwards cele- 
brated KaialThssut ; and having carried pillage and desolation through 
all the possessions of the tribe, tliat of the Karakuynlu. or black W'ea- 
thers. he returned b}' the route of Karakeleissia. or the black chiirclies, 
to the metropolis of Tebreiz. 

TThile the Sultan was absent at Baghdad on this occasion, jMeleh 
Kawus the son of Keykobaud, pr'^nce ofShin^aun, whose descendants 
retained a considerable share of distinction even to the davs in which 
the author composed his historj,"^ embraced the opportunit}* to make 
tv osuGcessive incursions into the territory of Karabaugh ; from whence 
he transported the greater part of the population into his own country. 
On his return into Azerbaijaun.j the Sultan, on intelligence ol these 
repeated acts of aggression, resoh’'ed to employ his minister Behram 
Beg, w ith other distinguished chiefs, to chastise the insolence of the 
aggressor.and finally to reduce Shirvaun The troops ofSultan Aweiss 
entered the province accordingly in great force, Melek Kawus retiring 
before them into, or within the range of, the strong holds of his coun- 
try. ^Vlien the invading generals had continued, hov e 3 'er,^ for a period 
of three months, to harass Iiis dominions in every direction, without 
e\ incing inanyshapea disposition to withdraw, theprince of Shinaun, 
considering that if he did not contrive by a seasonable submission, to 
avert the mischief. Ins country must be finally ruined, adopted the 
hazardous resolution of delivering his person into the hands of Behram 
Beg , by /whom he was immediate!}' conveyed in fetters to the pre- 
sence of his sovereign. After an imprisonment of three months, his 
confidence in the liberality of his adversary, w'as justified by a restora- 
tion to the government of liis native and hereditary dominion. 

" The earl} part of the sixteenth centui} of the Christian Kra. tAD 1364. 
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From tins period to the seven hundred and seventy first of the Hid- A, H, 771-7 
jerah, the only events rccoidod hy the historian, arelhe deathsof*'\meir ^ ^ i36a-7 
ICan‘-scin the hrothei of Sultan An oiss, ofSiiltan Sliah Kha^eii the thi'beibus- 
go\crnoi of Baghdad, who was succeeded b> Khan jali jMerjan, and of 
the Sultan’s favorite ininion, Bchrain Shah , for the lattei ot whom, he 
appeals to ha\c cNliibitcd some unpicccdentcd dcmonslrdlions ofgrief 
and momiiing. 

Dviiing the Acai se\en hundred and seventy oni>, nearly three hun- 
dred thousand persons are stated to have perished, cither in or about 
Tcbrci/. of a dicndfnl postilcniial disorder ; and in the course of the fol- 
loniiig year, Ainoir AVulh, n ho, on the assasbiiiation of Toglia Tey- 
mur Kliaun had possessed hnnscll of the leiritory of Jurjaun adjoiniufr- 
to the south-east angle ot the C.ispian, discovering: some designs hostile 
to the aullioriiN ot Sultan Aweiss, the latter proceeded in force to- 
wards thatquaiier hi an ohsiinatc conflict which took place in the 
terntorv ot lle\ , Anicir Wnllvwas totally defeated hy the Eylkliaun- 
ian;nho pursued his routed troops without iiitci mission, and with 
crou shuightoi, all tlic way to Semnaun. At that jilace the Shitan 
relinqiii'hcd ihepuisuit and, having conicrred the government ofRc}'- 
uiion KutlugShnh. returned into Arerbaijaun Tw'o rears afteru’ards, 
oil the clciiarturc ot Kuilug Shah for Isfihaun, the same government 
V as \csted in Aadcl Aga, of whom much wnll occur in the subsequent 
]iagcs , but otwbom, for the iircsent, it will be sufficient to state, that 
he was the same person referred to, by the liistorians of these times, 
under the designation of Saurck Aadel , that he commenced his ca- 
reer as siiperintondaiit of the arsenal, after which, bccomingenrolled 
in the train ot Suliman Begum, the foster motlici of Sultan Aweiss, 
he trradnally attained to the most important go\ ernmeiits under the 
Eylkliaunian monarclis. 

During the seven hundred and sevent} third of the Ilidjerah, is men- 
tioned the death of Ameir Zaulied, the brother of Sultan Aw^eiss, wdio 
fell from the terrace of the palace ofOujaun, in a fitof intoxicationy and 
was killed on the spot In the course of the same year, Ameir Wully 
appeared before the gates of Saw ah, wdiich he attacked and carried by 
assault. Mubaurek Sliali the governor, after concealing himself for 
some da} s, finally secured the protection of the conqueror, by present- 
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ing him ivith his daughter, a maid of singular beauty and attractions. 
TheJu^Jaunlan\rlthdre\rshortlyaf^enva^dstohlso^vnpro\ nice. Melek 
Ji'a^ us dyingin the course of the\'ear seven hundred and seventy three, 
the country’- of Shirvaun was bestowed on his son Hoshung; who had 
accepted of some employment under the authoiity of Sultan Aweiss. 

The government of Baghdad was consigned to Khaujali Seroui, on 
the death of Khaujah jMerjan, towards the eonclusion of the seven 
hundred and seventy fifth of the Ilidjerah : and in seien hundred 
and seventy six, that paitof the city which lay along the Tigris, being 
overwhelmed by an extraordinaiy inundation of the river, near forty 
thousand of the inhabitants pel ished among the rums. Khaujah Ser- 
our IS said to have been so deeply affected b}" this unforeseen calamity,, 
as to have died of grief , on which his government was transferred to 
AVejeiah-ud-dein Isinaeil, the son of Nejeib-ud-dein the Vezzeir., 

Tou ards the end of the latter Rebbeia of the same year, the 776 'th of 
the Hidjerali,'*' Sultan Aweiss was attacked by a severe and dangerous 
disorder, from which he never recovered. According to the relation 
of HaufTez Abiu, he had been apprized of the period of his death foe 
three months previous to the attack which produced it rand he had la 
consequence, made ever} arrangement pteparatoc}' to the aw ful crisis, 
even to Ins shroud and coffin. The S} mptoms of his approaching dis- 
solution became, at last, sufficient!}' visible to. all, and the Ameirs and 
officers of his court assembled round the pillow of their amiable sover- 
eign, to receive liis dying instructions. The Sultan exjiressed a desire 
that the succession to the supreme pow er, should be consideied to have 
de\ohed to bis son Husseyoe, and the government of Baghdad and 
western Irak to Shell' li Ilussun , but, ns thelattcr w as the elder brother, 
be left them to decide, whether he would submit to such an arrange- 
ment The courtiers considering this a sufficient warrant for their 
jiroccedings, hastened to secure the person of Ilussun, w horn they 
immediate!} threw into imprisonment. The Sultan breathed his last, 
on the night of the second of the latter Jiimniaiuly and the dc'otcd 
H iis^un wa«: the same night, dispatched to accompany the spirit of his 
iadicr. 

Si Itv-n Hu^^SEYSE, the son of Av'ciss, third of the rylkhaunians. 

* S''j.tcj.ibcr, 1371. -i S'wci-bcr 7th, 1374, 
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The succession thus secured to him. by the assassination of his elder A. H. 776 

brother, Shltan Hi\ssc\nc ascended the throne ofTebreiz without op- A. D 13 / 4 - 

posiiion, immediately confirming to the several Anieirs, the honors “s- 

and appointments \slueh they had held under the authority of his fa- ^ * 

tiler , and, il the adtantages ol a person uncommonly handsome, and of 

eloquence to command iiiincrsal esteem and obedience, had been sut- gy^xAK IIi 

ficient to ensure a prosperous and splendid reign, the new monarch seTNE.IlId 

IS described to have possessed these qualifications in a very eminent tiie Cilkhau 

, aus, 

degree 

Earlj in the spring of tlic so\cn hundred and seventy seventh of the 
Iluljcrali, Sultan Ilussei nc conducted a force against the possessions 
of Bchram Khnq.ih, and Kara M.iliommed, the Turkmans ; who had 


b\ this tune established themsehes at Arjis, or Arjisli, and in the 
territory adjoining, north westuard, to the lake ot Van. Having wit- 
nessed the succcssiie reduction ot many of their castles, the Turk- 
man chiefs, finallv submitted to a ‘lreat\, under whieh thev ens-a^ed, 
bywaj of tribute, to furnisli the Sultan with an annual supply of 
twcnt\ tliousaiul sheep In the course of tlic same \ ear he was, liow- 
e\ cr defeated w itli great loss, at .Icrinaukhan, b\ Shah Sluijia, the son of 
Mahomined of the race of jMuzufiui, the Shiran/ian, ami compelled to 
fl} to Baghdad But when lie had continued, fora pciiod of about 
three months, to enjoy the fruits ot his Mctory at Tcbreiz,Sliali Sliujia 
being lecallcd toSliirauz, to oppose the hostile designs of his brother 
\ ahe\a, Siillan llusscync hastened to avail himseltofthe opportu- 
nity to regain his capital 

Subsequent to tins, for some time at least, the Sultan appears to have 
resigned himself to Ins pleasures ; and removing fiom Tebreiz to Ou- 
jaun, he fixed Ins permanent residence at the latter place, inviting 
Aadel Aga from Snltauniah to take upon himself the entire manage- 
ment ol the government ; and this the latter accordingly proceeded to 
exercise with unlimited controul 


Such a delegation of authority' proved, however, as had been exper- 
- lenced on a variety of former occasions, the source of serious discon- 
tent among the Ameirs ; and a combination was soon concerted among 
them to rum the minister. In order to assist in the execution of their 


design, they undertook to recal from Syria, rvhither he had been ban- 
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A. H 780 - 82 . ished for life by the Shltan, a certain Kauzy Sheikh Ally, and soon 

A D 1378 80 return of this person, they proceeded m the course of some 

habeib-us- public discussion of affairs, to declare to Aadel Aga, that although they 
had hitherto acquiesced without remonstrance in tlie_authority which 
he had been -chosen to exercise, they were now come to a resolution 
no longer to submit to it. The Aga replied, with apparent unconcern, 
that they were peifectly at discretion to judge for themselves r and 
immediately quitting the assembly lepaired to his own mansion, and 
from thence, without giving them time to deliberate on their further 
plans, made the best of his way to Shltauniah. The factious chiefs 
repented, when too late, that they had suffered an adversary so dan- 
gerous to escape the toils , and they employed an agent to endeavor, 
by every concession in their power to make, to prevail upon him to 
return. The minister was, however, not to be imposed upon by pro- 
fessions so insidious, add continued his journey without remission, 
until he reached the plain under the walls ofSiiltauniab Soon after 
he had thus escaped from his enemies, he gave protection to Shah 
Munshr, who had fled from Shiiauz to avoid the resentment of his bro- 
ther Shah Sluijia , and’ he obtained the goveinment of Hamadaun for 
the fugitive. ' 

Sultan HAsseyne, under considerable alarm with respect to the uh 
tiinate views of his Ameirs, on the flight of Aadel Aga, availed him- 
self of the pretence of a ride to the country, to withdraw as suddenly 
fiom Oujaun, and to liasten with all the celerity of which he was ca- 
pable, to Tebreiz , where he immediately prepared to defend himseH, 
bv ban leading the streets and entiances- into the town On the elope- 
ment of the Sultan, the seditious nobles tin ew off all finlher restiuint-, 
and having distributed the contents of the treasiii}’^ and arsenals among 
then follo^^clS, proceeded stiaight for Baghdad. In the mean time, in- 
telligence of their movements was early conveyed by the Sultan to 
Aadel Aga, and they wcie pursued by that minister, accompanied by 
Shab IMunsur the Shirauzian, itliout delay, at the head of five tlious- 
aiul horse. They v ere overtaken by the advanced guaid of tliesc 
tioops under Shah Muusur, at the station of Altunkoua , and part of 
them having dispersed for safety, the remaindci claimed the protection 
of iNIunsur, who unguardedly promised them then lives, Kauzy 



V05 


SlieikhAlly and others of the disaffected Ameirs, who had thus sur- 
rendered themselves, ■\^ere now conducted to the camp of Aadel Aga, 
who immediately hastened in charge of them towards Tebreiz. When 
he reached Meraughah, on the way to that metropolis, in consequence 
of a letter from the Sultan written in letters of gold with his Q,wn hand,' 
the minister, ho\\cvcr, in spite of the most serious remonstrances on 
the part oi Shah hlunsiir, who had pledged himself for their personal 
safeU, directed the ^^holc of the prisoners to be put to death ; with 
the exception of the factious Kauzy, who contiived to icdeem himself 
from thesuord ol the executioner, at the cxpcncc of one hundred to- 
mauns ^ Shah Munsur immediately withdrew to Ilamadaun, highly 
otleiided at the disregard with which his intercession in behalfofthe 
rebellious Amcirs, had been thus treated , while Aadel Aga continued 
his march to Tehrci/, where addition.d lavors awaited him from the 
gratitude of liis sovcicign. 

On the death ol Kliau^pdi Scronr, Amen Ismaeil, the son of the Vez- 
zeii ZekUareia, had, as lorinerly noticed, succeeded to the government 
ol 13aglulad lla\ mg, however, by his indiscriminate achancement 
of mcliMduals of low birth and mcious morals, given considerable of- 
1\ ncc to Shahzadah Sheikh Ally tlie son of Sultan Aweiss, who re- 
sided thcie at this period in a prnate capacity, Anieir Ismaeil w'as 
unexpectedly, attacked on his w'ay to the principal mosque, oneFnday 
111 the 7^2d oi the llidieiah, and assassinated, by the man w’ho bore 
hisquivoi , and Ins iiiielc, m endeavoring to assist him against the mur- 
derer, shared his fate The assassin and his accomplices hastened 
immediately to the piescnce of the Shahz^dah to announce wdiat had 
passed, w ithout,how e\ er, obtaining credit for then mformation, until 
the\ had returned for the head of the fallen chief, w Inch w'as then sus- 
pended to the end of abeam in the wallsol Ins own palace. On this 
subject, it IS descrdicd as a remarkable circumstance, that while he 
was one day superintending the piogicss of the building, a carpenter 
was about to cut off the end of this very beam, because it proiected 
through the wall , when Ismaeil himseU intei posed with theobservatioii 

• There A\onld be con'-’iU table diliiculfy ui dccKlmg wliat this might amount to The 
toinaun of the jntsent dQ>, (1799) IS eiliiiuted at .ibout thirty halt cronns But the to- 
jiiaun taken at ten thousand, nouldnuKe the sum one million , ^Nhctlxer ot dinaurs ot'dir 
rcnis, must yet be doubltul. T 
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that itmight'onctime orothcr,servesomesuch purpo«;e as that t6 ^vhic!l 
jt was non applied, little dreaming that he was unconsciou;,ly prognos- 
ticating the fate of his own head. 

AVhen these proceedings became kPown at Tebreiz, Shltan Hussey ne 
yielded itli a good grace to confer the government of Baghdad upon 
his brother ; assuiinghim intheletteis which accompanied the patent 
of investiture, that he could not entertain the slightest objection to his 
assuming the authoiitywhich had thus incidentally fallen to him , he 
should on]}' recommend it as a measureof expedience, that some noble- 
man of rank and talents might be retained about Ins person, 'in order 
to superintend the discipline of the soldiery, and watch ovci the peace 
and tranquillity of the people at laige , and for this object, any per- 
son of that class whom he thought fit to name, should he immediately 
directed to attend his orders The agent emploved to coiive}' these 
dispatches, returned to his master highly giatified with the reception 
which he had expeiiciiccd from the Shahzadali , although the latter 
proceeded to exercise liis own discietion, in Ills choice ot the ofiiceis 
of Ins government , bestowing the chaige oftlie A'lzzaurut upon Abdul- 
nielek TCimgliatcliei, and raising the muideiers of Amen Isin^lcil to the 
most distinguished appointments under his aiithoiity. 

Binding, how^ever, on experience, that his affairs deiived but little 
advancement from the exeitions of such men as these, Sheikh Ally at 
last directed his Mews tow aids Pen Ally Baudek, the governor of 
Shushter on the pait of Shah Shujia the Shirauzian , who had for- 
merly seived among his stipendiaiies, and whom he now invited to 
Baghdad. Peir Ally gladly accepted the invitation, and was invested 
bv the Shalizadah on Ins arrival, with the uncontiouled administration 
of the government , and he succeeded in a short time, ni reducing the 
whole of Arabian Irak under the authority of Ins employer. 

This w'as an extension of pou’er, that did not exactly square with 
the views of Sultan Ilusse^ne and his minister; and, accordingly, as 
soon as he had assembled and equipped a sufiicient foice forthe expe- 
dition, that prince proceeded, in the spring of the seven hundred and 
cightv second of the Jlidjerah,’'* towards Baghdad. Shalizadah Sheikli^ 
Allv,and his minister abandoned the place, at his approach, without 
resistance, and retired to Shushter, the capital of Kliuzistaun , whi' 

’ A.D. 1380. 
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tlier, had the intrcalics of Aaclel Agaavailed, they ^vould have been im- 
mediately pursued by the undnided force of the Tebrizians to their 
entire extermination. But, the habits of debauchery to which the Sul- 
tan was become now deplorably devoted, irresistibly attracted him to 
Baijhdad , ^^hlle Aadel Aga, with a part only of the army, proceeded, 
under considerable dis'^alisfaction of mind, towards Shushtet. There 
in ashoit tunc, he coneludcd a treaty with tlieenemv, only stipulating, 
that the Sliah/adali should for the future confine himself to the terri- 
tory ot Shushtcr, and the proMiice ofKhhzistaun, without mterfeniig 
anv more with the government of Baghdad Aadel Aga rejoined Sultan 
llusse^nc on the tenth of Zilhudgc but perceiving in the monarch 
no dispobilio® to ab.iiulon his effeminate courses, he left him for the 
last lime, and nitli the troops of his onn covernment, returned to 
S>iihauniah, where he proceeded to exercise without restraint, all the 
powers of independent aiillionty. 

Not long afterwards, the piincipal inhabitants of Baghdad, with a 
rcmillancc of four hundred toinauns in specie, conveyed to Shalizadah 
Sheikh Ally, and liis miiiislerat Shushter, an invitation to return and 
resume Ills autlioiity among them This, they did not concen e them- 
seh cs under am engagement to decline , and the\ accordinglyadv anced 
w ithout lurthci d(la\ into Arabian Iiak The effeminate Sultan Hhs- 
se\nc contented himself witli dispatching two ot his generals, ]Mah- 
mud Dow ant\ , and Omai. Ivcpteliauhy , to oppose tire design , bat these 
eommaiulerv being defeated with great slaughter, and taken piisoners, 
b\ I’eir Ally Baudek, the Sultan quitted Baghdfid on intelligence of 
the disaster, w ith a precipitation w Inch partooLof all’the circumstances 
ofa dLvgiaccfiil flight IMaking,howe\ er, tlic best of his w’av toward^- 
Tcbieiz, he ultimately contrived to leacli that place La safety, after 
experiencing a thousand difficulties, and being reduced to piactice a. 
thousand shifts and expedients 

About the iieiiod at which Sultan Iliisseyne returned to Tebreiz, m 
these eiictiinstanees of defeat and distiess, Aadel Aga- w'as employed 
in recovciing some of the castles in the territory ot lljcy% which had 
,bcen taken possession of by Amcii WuJly^ , wdio had by this tune ex- 
tended his- authority from Juijaiin into Mazanderaun westwards. Dis- 
tegaiding all contidciations ot personal hazard, m order to concilL- 

-• Jilarc'i 5th, 1381, 
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A. n. '784. ate, and peihaps restore to himself the confidence of Aadel Aga, the 
- A D 1382 Sultan did not hesitate to detach to his support the greatei part of the 
' Habeib-us- troops of his province,* thus resigning the protection of himself and 
his capital, to a very slenderand in-coinpetent force. Such was his situ- 
ation, when in theearly part of the seven hundred-and eighty fourth of 
theHidjeiah, his brotherSfiltan Ahmed, sufficiently celebiated under 
the title of Sfiltan Ahmed Jullaeir, than whom in audacity of mind, 
according to our author, this earth has seldom produced the equal, 
carried away by an unprincipled ambition of power, suddenly quitted 
Tebreizand took the road to Ardebeil, w Inch he held in jagueir, or feu- 
dalsubjection under the authority of hisbrother. From Ardebeil, inspite 
of every solicitation on thepait of Sultan I-Iusse 3 ne to^eturn, he pro- 
ceeded towards Aloghaun, and from thence into the peninsulaof Aran, 
between the Cyius and Aiaxes, where he succeeded in assembling a 
body of troops , and at the head of these he now retraced his steps to- 
wards the metropolis of Azerbaijaun .On the fittcenth of Suffur of the 
seven hundred and eighty louith of the Hidjei ah,* he entered that me- 
tropolis by surpiise, and although the unhappy Sultan contrived to 
conceal himself in the first moments of alarm, he was however early 
discovered, and the same- night condemned to die, through the merci- 
less rigour of an unfeeling biother. 

This piince appears to have enjoved his precarious sovereignty for 
a period of eight years, five months, and two and twenty days , but, if 
the repiesentation of some historians be tiue, that, notwithstanding his 
acknowledged singulai endowments, he was not onlj’' immoderately 
addicted to his pleasures, but guilty of actions equally inconsistent 
With the dignity of a monarch, and unworthy of his character as a man, 
Ills fate could not have been either long, or extensively lamented 

Sultan xAhmed Jullaeir, andSultan Bayezzid, lastof the Eyl- 

' 'K.H AUKI AXS. 

It is here repeated that Sultan Ahmed the son of Aweiss, w’^asa prince 
^ . not less distinguished for ins singular audacity, than for his sansrur- 

Jullaeir, lastof nary and turbulent spirit, the gloominess of his mind, and the unre- 
tlie lenting cruelty and injustice of his disposition. With these qualities, 

he IS however allowed to have possessed from natuie some very con- 
siderable endowments, and in particular he is described to have been 

April 20tb, 1382. 



709 

an unrivalled proficient in music ' Rut without entciing fuither into 
the discussion of these points, ivliioh cannot at present be very mate- 
rial, the author proceeds to state, that how er or he had stained the palace 
otTebiciz Avith the blood of one brother, there yet remained another 
in Sultan Bayezzvdr ho ivitli some difficulty contrived to effect his 
escape to Sultaiifffiflll^) dispute his claims to the sovereign power 
At that place Sultan Ba} ezzid was received wuth distinction and le- 
gard by Aadcl Aga, who declared in support of his authority, which 
he immediately prepared to asscit with all the force of his government, 
Aadel Aga was accordingh soon on his march tow'ards Tebreiz, having 
fiist, on some icalousv or other, found it expedient to confine the per- 
son of Shah iSIunsGr tlie S hiiauzian, to the fortress ofKerrautu. Be- 
ing however deserted on his arrii alat the town ofMiaunah, by Yaughy 
Baussety the son of Ally Aynauk, and Abh Saeid the son of Deher 
Melek, these two chiefs conveyed intelligence of his approach and 
that of Bajczzid, to Sultan Ahmed , and the latter, wdiose powder w'as 
as yet but imperfectly established, very gladly ai ailed himself of this 
early information, to abandon Tebrciz, which w'as, shortly afterward';, 
entered without resistarrce, by Aadel Aga and his royal associate Con- 
signing the government of Tebreiz to Abbas Aga and Mussaufer Bou- 
datchei, Aadel Aga continued hismaich tohlarend , from wffience he 
detached two of his captains, INIahmud Dowauty, and K^raBostauin, 
towards the Araxes, oi Oras, with oidors to establish themselves on 
that river, and to seize and fortify the bridge of Zeia-ul-mfilk. All 
which W'as accomplished without difficulty. 

til the mean tune, Sultan Ahmed contrived to open a secret corres- 
pondence with these two commanders, as well as with Abbas and AIus- 
saufer, W'ho had been left in charge ofTebreiz, and he finally succeeded 
in persuading them, that the services which they rendered to another 
were justly due to himselt alone. This change of dispQSition on the 
part of his follow'eis, was by some means or other intimated to Aadel 
Aga, and he conceived it prudent to return without delay to Siiltaun- 
lah , A\hile Svfltan Ahmed, on intelligence of liis retreat, dispatched 
Hamzah, one of his generals, accompanied by Yaughy Baussety, and 
Abu Saeid recently mentioned, towards Tebreiz The&e chiefs, on ap- 
proaching the neighborhood of that city, and observing from afar the 
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A. H. 784-85. column of troops under Mussaufer and Abbas, who were marching to 
A, D 1382-8.3, Sultan Ahmed, mutually expiessed an apprehension, that if Abbas 

Habeib-us- }^jg collegue, who Avere both of the same national stock with the 

x» 

Sultan, that of Jull^ieir, Avere once admitted to a familiar intercourse 
With the prince, the result must necessarily prove, an acquisition of 
influence over his councils, far superior to any thing tOA\ hich they could 
pretend. It AAas therefore determined at once to set their mmds at 
rest on this point, before the objects of their jealousy were suffered 
to proceed any further ; and the two chiefs were accordingly put to 
death, at the conference which necessaiily took place, and before they 
had yet opened their lips in explanation of their designs. The heads 
of the two commanders Avere couA'eyed to Sultan Ahmed , avIio thought 
fit, since the aet was past redemption, and hoAveVer privately he dis- 
approved of it, for the present to dissemble liib resentment. He soon- 
afterwards re-entered Tebreiz, and for some time devoted his attention 
to regulate the goveinment, and to conciliate the mind? of the people.. 

He had not, hoAvever, been long thus laudably engaged, AAhen sud- 
denly interrupted in bis pursuits, by reports lepeatedly announced of 
the approach of-Sbalizidali Sheikh Ally, and Pen Ally Baudck., avIio 
had been drawn rnto Azerbaijaun by the insidious representations of 
Aadel Aga. The Sultan hastened to oppose, and to give them battle; 
-VAhich be was enabled to do, on the banks of the huft-roud, or sevea 
nvera; but, bis left Aving being tbioAvn into confusion by the unex.- 
pccted clesertLoa of Omar the Keptchaukian, Avho aa cut over to. the 
enemy, he Avas totally defeated, and compelled lo-retire by the route oi 
Khowy, to Nakhtchuaun Here, hovAever, at the tomb of Peir hla- 
hommed NakhtchCiaaay,. he had an intervieAV AA’ith Kara Mahommed 
the Turkman, whose aid he earnestly solicited to obtain vengeance oa 
bis enemres 

The Tuikman chief expiessed- his- readiness to emiiark in his quarrel 
stipulating., hoAveA"er,that the Sultan should on his pait engage, first, 
that his troops, when the eiiem}’’ Aveie brought to action, should remain 
inactive spectators, at a plaee which at the pioper peiiod AAOuld be 
pointed out to them,, and so continue until with his oaa n followers the 
Tuikman should have decided the Aictory , and secondly, that in tlie 
event ot success, he should relinquish all claim to share in the booty,. 
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\\ iiatever it might prove To both those stipulations Sultan Ahmod 
subscribed ^^lthout difticulty. On ^^hlch, witli an addiess i\hich 
evinced considoiable skill in the art of \\ar, the Tiiikman proceeded to 
lorm a body of fi\e thousand men, diawii together for the occasion, 
into separate Kushuns, or battalions ot three hundred each , and sub- 
dnidnif^ each Kiishun into sections of thnt\ men, he fuither directed 

v* * 

that these should ad\ance to gall the enemy u ith their arrous, in dis- 
tinct parlies ot ten , alternately retiiing and relie\ed by the succeed- 
ing parlies in rotation, until the issue ot the contest should be deter- 
mined In this disposition Kara Mahommed gave battle to the Shah- 
zadah Sheikh AIK, and Peir Allv Baudek , both ot u horn fallin:: m 
the course of the action, the Tuikinans obtained a signal victory, and 
retuincd to their stations, with an immense booty. Sultan Ahmed 
again repossessed himself of Tebreiz, and in derision of his attempts to 
subvert his authoiiU transmitted the head ot Peir Ally, to Aadel Aga 
at Sultauniah 

ShoitlN atteiuards. houever, Aadel Aga u as again on his march for 
I'ebiciz , but some mutual proposals towards an accommodation inter- 
^emng, the Sultan had been induced to dispatch two of his olliceis to 
hold a conferrence with his ad\ersaries, and by the nnsteiies of their 
common taith, to confirm the basis of a treat\ of peace Nevertheless, 
Millie he Mas expecting the return ot his agents, the Sultan tvas sud- 
denly apprized that Aadel Aga u as at hand , and becoming alarmed at 
intelligence m Inch he uas not prepared to receive, another flight to 
Nakhtchuann, ^tloghaun, and Alan, u as found unavoidable, and Ins last 
alternate e u as an application to Hoshung prince of Slnrvaun. In. 
the mean time, Aadel Aga took up his quaiters at Oujaun, Mdiere the 
Ameirs of theprovince in general submitted to him, and were received 
M ilh equal kindncss^and distinction Such was the situation of affairs, 
uhen through the mediation of Ameir Hoshung, a treaty was at last 
concluded betu een the hostile chiefs , by which it was finally arranged 
that Azerbaijaun should be ceded ni full sovereignty to Sultan Ahmed , 
Iidk Ajem to Sultan Bayezzid ; and that Aadel Aga should be associated 
M ith Sultan x\hnied, m the possession of Arabian Irak. 

Returning to Sultauniah upon this arrangement, an application was 
convey ed to Aadel Aga from the principal inhabitants of Baghdad, 
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soliciting thatti person in his confidence lulghtattend them to that city; 
and engaging that they would undertake to secure the whole of it, in his 
behalf. In consequence of this, Tursoun, a couzin german of his own, 
of established character and reputation in arms, was selected by Aadel 
Aga, to accompany the persons who had promoted the application 
into Arabian Iikk, and, with Kowaum-ud-deiTr Alenjeky as his deputy ,t 
to assume the goveinment of Baghd&d. On his arrival, Abdulmelek 
Tiimghatchei, whoM as in theteraporary exercise of authority, attended 
by the party concerned in the assassination of Ameir Ismaeil, pi-o- 
ceeded to visit the new governor, and, uith all who accompanied him, 
was immediately put to death. A treasure of tu o thousand tomauns 
found in his dwelling, became the prey of an indigent and rapacious 
multitude; and the whole cit}-^ being upon this abandoned to sedition: 
and outrage, the money which had been collected for Aadel Aga dis- 
appeared m the universal uproar that ensued. 

Intelligence of these disordersand usurpations being, however, early 
conveyed to Sultan Ahmed, now at Tebreiz, he hastened without de- 
lay to put an end to them. On the march, he was joined by Shah 
Munsiir the Shirauzian, ho had contiived to effect his escape from 
Kerrautu ,- and Tuisoun, having fled from Baghdad, in the direction of 
Yakoubiah, on the approach of the Shltan, he was immediately pur- 
sued and overtaken, and a few da^’^s afterwards peiished, together with, 
his deputy, by the sword of the execationei. 

Having passed the winter at Baghdad, Sultan Ahmed returned in 
the spring ofseven hundred and eighty five,* into Azerbaijaun ; leav- 
ing Shah Mansur the Shirauzian, whom he never saw again, well es- 
tablished in thecountiieson the Tigris, and the metiopolis of Baghdad 
under the separate government of Khaujah A’ahe}^ the Semnaunian. 
In the neighborhood ofMeraughah, he \vas now opposed in battle by 
the troops of Aadel Aga , whom he appears to have defeated with con- 
siderable slaughter. Aadel Aga retiring upon this to his government 
of Siiltauniah, the Sultan proceeded toOujaun, and' advancing shortly 
afterwards with accelerateclspeedinpuisuit ofthe xlga, that chief wuth- 
drew’^ at hia approach , and entrusting the defence of his capital to one 
in whose fidelity he thonght he could rely, made the best of Ins wa}’' 
to Haraadaun. From that place he immediately dispatched to solicit, 
the assistance of Shah Shujia piince of Shirauz. 

' A. D 1383., 
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ShahShujia embraced %vlth avidity the opportunity thus presented, A. H, 785-8 
of extending his power into Azerbaijaun ; and conducting his troops A_D_ij^04 
immediately to the station of Oukaun, he was there joined by Sultan 
Bayczzid and Aadel Aga, whom he accompanied shortly afterwards 
into Hamadaiin. At that place the agents of Sbltan Ahmed now also 
presented themselves, to demand an interview with the pnnceofShir- 
auz ; at Inch they declared on the part of their master, that so far as 
related to Sultan Bayezzid his hereditary supenor, he was not in the 
sliMitest degree disposed to ithhold fromhim, his just share of power ; 
and that he would very cheerfully subscribe to any arrangement which 
Shah Shujiamightthink it equitable to dictateon that head But, with 
respect to Aadel, thathewas a refractory andrebellious vassal, who had 
insidiously availed himself of the Shah’s protection , and he trusted 
that he ould neither be encouraged m hisaudacitv, nor enabled to ex- 
ecutehisunprincipleddesignsofusurpation. Havingalready conceived 
the design of discarding Aadel Aga, and of obtaining possession of Sul- 
tauniah for himself, in the name of Sultan Bajezzid, Shah Shujba pro- 
ceeded to disclose these viens vith little reserve to theagents of Shltan 
Ahmed , and the plan w as finalh resoh ed on between them The first 
indication of some such secret arrangement, was an order from Shah 
Shujia, that the Tebnzian Ameirs in the seivice of Sultan Bayezzid^ 
should discontinue their visits to xVadel Aga 

Sultan Ahmed now ^Mthdlew to Tebreiz ; while his biother Bay- 
e?"id, accompanied by Ibrauhiin Shah, and Abdulkereim, two of the 
officersof Shah Shuiia, to w'hom he had engaged to assign the entire 
administration of bis government, took the road to SCiltauniah , theSlnr- 
anzian, on his part, confiding to this eugagerDent,proceedingtoShush- 
ter the capital of Khuzistaun, anciently Susa. On their ainval at 
Sultauniah, nevertheless, Omar Keptchauky, and Mahommed Jem- 
sheid, two principal commanders in the service of Sultan Bayezzid, 
proceeded to dispute botli tlte policy and expediency of committing 
eitliertown or citadel, to the discretion of Shah Shujia’s officers-, and 
the result was, that these officers were designedly lodged in a con- 
hnedand sequestered part of the city, wdiile'the Sultan and his court 
took possession of the citadel, without further attending to their si- 
Uiation in the slightest degree. Hence, reduced to extremity lor the. 
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very means of existence, both Ibraiihim Shah and AixUilkeieim, \vcre 
compelled in the depth of inter to make the best of then vay to 
Shiiauz. 

Tl'hen he had. hov er, continued in the exercise of Ins aiitliorit}’- 
for a period of fifteen days, SCiItan Ba3'ezzid, most unexpectedly, and 
apparently v itliout piovocation, put to death Omar the Keptchaukian, 
one ol h's most distniginslicd captains , and tins act of capricious ci u- 
cltv filling; the icst ol his officers with suspicion and alarm, thej^ all 
immediately fled ins court. And, intelligence of his biother’s folly 
being soon con^o^ed to Sultan Ahmed, that piince repaned without 
dela} to Sultnniiah , and having obtained possession of the citadel Iiy 
capitulation, he immefliatelv jilaccd it in a rcspectaJale state of defence, 
and established his son Kerbonga, a child ot twm, or pcihaps of ton 
} ears old, iii the goviMnim’iit, undei the tutelage of Tchobaun Kour- 
tchci, possihl\ Ins chief engineer Aftei which consigning the terri- 
torial inanagcincnt to Shrtkh wiahmud Jandanr? the Sultan returned 
to Tehreiz, compelling his brother Bavezzid to beai him company 
In these ciicuinst.inccs rumour wndely circulated the intelligence, 
tliat the iric^istiblc Teymur w as on his maich tow'ards Jiak and A/er- 
liai)aun , and not long afterwards, the envoys of that cclebr.ited con- 
•queror, made tin 11 appearance at Tebrciz. SCiltaii Ahmed, liow e\ ei, 
declined si’cnig them until he should ha^e removed to Baghdad , foi 
winch city he imincciiatel^ directed that the} should jnocced under .i 
properese oit, while he follow cd himself, at Ins own conveiiumce Aa- 
dcl Aga, V, liosc eutci pi i^-nig am!)ition continued still unsubdued h\ 
nd\ ctsc contiiigcni ics, hastened to ,i\<nl liimself of the aijsence of the 
■Sultan, and once more obtained ])ossession of Siiltaninah , and being 
imincdiatelN lonied h\ mam thousands in .inns, proceeded to fortify 
.md SCI lire hnnsidf in that eit\ 'fins pioduec d a renewal of iiostditn s 
b( tw cni him .iiid Sultan Ahmed , in which r\hilf thevw'U \et<n- 
g -eed, the eukh d ( rc'ceiit', on tiic st nulards of Teymur annoniufd 
tlu .11 tud .uin..il oi tii't monareli on the trontiei-, oi ISr^.s and Ii 'h 
Aj' m. and dr, w t • c .n t( etiun of the hosidc chu A, fioni t it < |]i ---t-i ol 
iin tn. I < ' I' niun to coni* nJ w ith tiic ic' re dr. adlnl c\ ils o' ‘"t- 

cun :u' . -.on. 
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Ariel- ha\ mg maintained nn unequal contest with the armies of Tey- 
mur, t’oi a peiiocl ot considerable duration, Sultan Ahmed -was at, last 
con'll! allied to flv lor piotection to the couit of Ba]azet, tlie monarch of 
the Othinanlil, orOtloinan Turks, (E\ldereni Ba^czzid — Bayezzid the 
thundcibolt,) with whom he continued, until that pi nice was called 
upon to delond Ins onn dominions, on the appioach of the same in- 
A inciblc conqneior. llcthcn,in company with JCara Yussuf tlie Turk- 
man, u ho had also sought the protection of Bajazet, con uptly so called, 
AMlhdrc\\ thiough Suia into Eir\ pt The Sultan of Egypt, hLelek 
Eeiidjo, ticatcd them for some tunc, with iiiendly hospitality, but ulti- 
mately threu them nilo])ii'^on uith the design of (.onveving them in 
chains to the piescuce of the Tclieghataian conqueror. But while he 
■was preparing to cari\ his design into execution, it was toituiiately 
ascei tamed that death had tcrmniated the fearful career ol Te> mur, and 
the two chiefs weie iinmediateh set at large, and peimitted to make 
the best of then w.iv Sultan Alimed into Arabian 1 1. Tv, and ivaia 
Yussuf into Azerbaiiaun, respectnely Sultan Ahmed contiived w ith- 
out much diflu ullN to icposbcss himself of Ii.ik and Kaia Yussuf was 
equally succo'^srul in reducing Azerbaiiaun But, the Tuikman chief 
lia\ mg occ.i'-ion to be absent on an expedition to the bordeis of w^est- 
cin Anatolia, Ins ally Sultan Ahmed the partnei of his exile, and the 
associate of his mi'^loi tunes, m direct violation of his engagements, 
a\ ailed himself of the ad\antage, to enter Azerbaijaun, and take pos- 
session of Tebiei/ Tins perfidious bleach of contract w'as not long 
without its punisliment Kaia Yfissuf leturned (lom his expedition, 
and at the distance of tw o faistings, or about eight miles from Tebreiz, 
on Eriday the twenty filth of the latter Rebbeia, ot the S12lh of the 
Ilidjerah,’'' gave battle to his faithless ally In this Sultan Ahmed was 
totally defeated, and endeavoring to-conceal himself within the city, 
he W'as the same night discovered and put to death by his indignant 
conqueror, aftei having held a precarious authority, for seven and twen- 
ty years tom months and ten da} s Vfith him terminated the power 
ot the family ot JullJteir, w'hich commenced, as w^e have alreadv seen, 
■with Ameir ilussun the E}lkhaunian, the son in law ofAmeirTcho- 
baun Yelduz so often mentioned in the pieceding pages. 
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The concluding events of the reign of Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, have 
been thus briefly anticipated, in order to hasten to the more important 
subject of the history of Tet/mxn ; iihich will be presented to the rea- 
der in the subsequent volume — if it be permitted to the author of these 
pages to hope for the continuation of life and health, to prosecute his 
dcsisrn to its termination. 
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